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Meth lab 
discovered

Monday afternoon while on patrol, Pampa Police 
Officer Tyler Jemigan noticed a strong chemical 
odor, consistent with a meth lab, near the property 
at 113 West Thut.

Pampa Police entered the property with the con
sent of the owner.

An active meth lab was found in the residence.
Pampa firefighters responded to the scene and 

made the residence safe for evidence collection.
Bob Griffin, training officer for the Pampa Fire 

Department, explained that the PFD makes a crime 
scene safe before other officials can enter it.

“Due to the nature of the chemicals involved in 
producing methamphetamine, it creates a hazardous 
scene,” Griffin said. The the process of producing 
methamphetamine creates a potentially explosive 
situation.

PFD personnel enter crime scenes before the 
Pampa Police Department and examines the struc
ture, which may contain potential dangers. If dan
gers present themselves, as in the case of this meth 
lab, a positive pressure ventilation fan is set up 
to push fresh air into the structure until the police 
department can enter the scene.

“Anytime there is hazmat at a scene, it is our job to 
make the operation safe, and then we give the scene 
over to the police department,” Griffin said.

The components of the meth lab along with a large 
quantity (as yet unknown weight) of suspected meth
amphetamine were removed from the residence. 
The investigation into the meth lab continues, no 
suspects have yet been arrested in connection with 
the incident.

T e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  y e a r

staffphoto by Rachel S tennet
Lena Mendoza, teacher of the year for WilsorLSementSry school, explains to her 
first grade class the difference between lenient and strict people.

Mendoza is Wilson’s 
Teacher of the Year

Highlights 
from the Texas 

Legislature
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 

The Texas Senate voted 
Monday to limit tuition and 
fee increases to no more 
than 5 percent a year for 
most large universities.

The legislation would 
also permit schools — but 
not require them — to 
establish a separate pro
gram allowing incoming 
college freshmen to lock 
in tuition rates and pay 
the same amount for four 
years.

The proposed relief 
package comes six years 
after Texas lawmakers 
allowed universities to 
raise tuition to make up 
for declining state appro
priations. According to the 
Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, annu

al tuition and fees rose 86 
percent from 2003 to 2009.

But the reforms passed 
Monday wouldn’t simply 
give that rate-setting power 
hack to the Legislature. 
Instead, the Senate passed 
a complicated package of 
mandates and incentives 
designed to slowly lower 
tuition costs.

It would also re-establish 
a more direct tie between 
the amount lawmakers 
appropriate and the tuition 
and fees parents and stu
dents are asked to pay. 
Schools would have much 
more flexibility to raise 
rates, for example, when 
the Legislature doesn’t 
meet their funding needs.

SESSION cont. on page 3

BY R a c h e l  S t e n n e t t
rstennett@thepampanews.com

Lena Mendoza is first a 
mother of two girls and 
second, a first grade teach
er at Wilson Elementary 
school.

Mendoza is in her fourth 
year of teaching and has 
taken the unconventional 
route to get to the place 
she is at today — teacher 
of the year.

After raising her children 
and fulfilling her dream 
to be a mother, Mendoza 
decided it was time for her 
to go back to school and 
fulfill her second dream of

Third in a series
being a teacher.

“Education is very 
important. 1 wanted my 
two girls to see me do this 
and know it can be done.” 
Mendoza said of her return 
to school.

Mendoza said she was, 
“really surprised,” to find 
out about the teacher of the 
year honor but she feels her 
differences as a teacher are 
in the details.

Mendoza makes a point 
to send home Good News 
notes with her students

when they do something 
noteworthy in class. She 
also informs parents of 
other details too, like play
ground scrapes and other 
struggles.

Even though she has 
received the award, 
Mendoza said she struggles 
like other teachers. Her big
gest challenge that of every 
teacher— trying to figure 
out how to reach the strug
gling student. “You can’t 
fix everything,” Mendoza 
admitted.

Her love for the kids 
make the struggles worth it 
TEACHER cont. on page 3

House approves higher 
business tax exemption

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 
Thousands of small Texas 
companies would get a 
two-year break from the 
state business tax under 
a measure preliminarily 
adopted in the House on 
Monday.

The new tax, which busi
nesses are currently paying 
for just the second time, 
was designed to fix the 
state’s franchise tax and

school funding system. 
But small businesses have 
complained that the tax 
is hitting them especially 
hard.

After a chorus of com
plaints from the business 
community, the plan by 
Rep. Rene Oliveira would 
temporarily increase the 
exemption to include busi
nesses making $1 million 
or less. The exemption cur

rently stands at $300.000.
“Because Texas and the 

United States are current
ly in a severe recession, 
what we have done here 
is provided some tempo
rary relief,” said Oliveira, 
D-Brownsville.

But increasing the 
exemption would cost the 
state more than $172 mil-
TAX cont. on page 3

Church members ‘pay it forward’
BY R a c h e l  S t e n n e t t

rstennett@thepampanews.com

Valerie Neves needed was a wheelchair ramp 
to take her daughter in and out of her home, but 
the ramp seemed too large and impossible of a 
request since it was not covered by Medicare.

That was until Julio Leija , a total stranger, 
drove by three weeks ago and saw Valerie stiug- 
gle, lifting her autistic, wheelchair bound daugh
ter Trinity up the steep stairs of their home.

Trinity was just arriving home from school 
when Leija drove by and saw Valerie get Trinity 
off the school bus and carry her inside.

As cars lined up behind the bus carrying 
Trinity, Leija looked out from his car and 
watched the struggle unfold.

“I thought to myself, someone should help 
her,” Leija explained. “The Lord told me, I 
should help her.”

Leija made the decision to recruit help for the 
Neves family. Leija went and told his church, 
Calvary Baptist, about Valarie and Trinity, and submitted photol
their need for a ramp. With the help of Al* and Volunteers fronn Calvary Baptist church vi/orked together to build a wheelchair ramp for Val- 
PAY cont on page 3 Trinity Neves last week. The ramp was a surprise to the Neves family and built free

of charge to the family.
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For the record
P a m p a  F o r e c a s t

liJednesday Thursday Friday

High 82 
Lx)w 64

High 75 
Low 53

High 84 
Low 59

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
82. Calm wind becoming east southeast 
between 5 and 10 mph.
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 64. South southeast wind between 10 
and 15 mph.
Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. 
North northwest wind between 5 and 10 mph. 
Thursday Night: A 20 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 59. East southeast wind 
between 10 and 15 mph.
Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 75. 
East northeast wind between 10 and 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 
53. Northeast wind around 15 mph, with gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

OThis information brought to you by...
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Obituaries
Francis Hall, 89

Pampa, Texas — Francis 
Hall, 89, died on May 4, 
2009 in Pampa, Texas 

Services will be held at 
2 p.m. Wednesday, May 
6, 2009, at First Christian 
Church, with Rev. Brian 
Christen, associate pastor, 
and Rev. Lynn Hancock, 
pastor of Briarwood 
Church, officiating.

Fairview Cemetery 
under the direction of 
C a rm ic h a e l-W h a tle y  
Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Hall was bom 
December 22, 1919 in 
Childress. She had been 
a resident of Pampa since 
1935. She married Vernon 
L. Hall on June 16, 1935 in 
Wellington. He preceded

her in death on November 
17, 1987. Francis was a 
member of First Christian 
Church where she was 
a member of the church 
board, the welfare commit
tee, and the primary depart
ment. She was a member 
of the Horace Mann PTA, 
a lifetime honorary mem
ber of Cub Scout Pack 33, 
a member and past-presi
dent of the Pampa Rebekah 
Lodge #355, member 
of Pampa Community 
Concert Association, 
Mothers March of Dimes 
and Pampa Cancer 
Society. Francis was an 
art student and art teacher 
for 35 years. She took 
art classes at West Texas

A&M, Clarendon College 
and Frank Phillips College. 
She held memberships in 
Heritage Art Club, Pampa 
Art Club and Pampa Fine 
Arts Association.

Survivors include three 
sons, Charles Hall and wife 
Charlotte and Kenneth 
Hall and wife Carolyn, all 
of Pampa, and James Hall 
and wife Brenda of Keller; 
nine grandchildren, 23 
great-grandchildren, two 
great-great-grandchildren. 
Francis was preceded in 
death by three sisters, Opal 
Sanders, Nellie Shock and 
Beatrice Bailey; and a 
grandson: Brent Hall.

M E M O R I A L S :  
Shepherd’s Helping Hands,

Hall
819 W. Francis, Pampa, 
Texas 79065, or BSA 
Hospice, 800 N. Sumner. 
Pampa, Texas 79065.

Sign the on-line regis
ter at “http:/Avww.carmi- 
chael-whatley.com" h’H’H’. 
carmichael-whatley.com

George Murphy, 82

Grain prices
Fhc following grain quotations are provided by 

Atterbury f irain of White Deer. Pries quoted are for the 
close of the last market day.

Wheat................................................................$5.02
Milo.................................................................. $.5.46
Com.................................................................. $7.24

Texas Two Step results

Pampa, Texas — 
George Murphy, 82, died 
on Sunday, May 3, 2009 
in Pampa.

Graveside services 
will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday 
at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery, with Rev. 
Ronnie Goode, asso
ciate pastor of Trinity 
Fellowship, officiat
ing. Arrangements are 
by Carmichael-Whatley 
Funeral Directors.

Mr. Murphy was bom 
Dec. 29, 1926 in Cleburne, 
Texas and had been a resi
dent of Pampa since 1936. 
He married Joyce Phillips

in March of 1955 in 
Clovis, New Mexico. She 
preceded him in death on 
June 5, 1996. He owned 
and operated Murphy’s 
Phillips 66 service sta
tion from 1952-1956 and 
worked as a truck driver 
for V. Bell Oil Co. for 18 
Vi years, retiring in 1990. 
He loved the outdoors 
where he camped and rode 
four-wheelers.

Survivors include two 
sons, Montey Middleton 
of Houston and Larry 
Middleton and wife E)ebbie 
of Pampa; two sisters, 
Eda Wallin of Clarendon

and Lota Farquhar of 
Nacogdoches; a daughter- 
in-law, Melody Middleton 
of Pampa; eight grandchil
dren, six great grandchil
dren, and numerous nieces 
and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by a 
son, James Middleton, in 
June of 2008, by a brother, 
Curtis Murphy, and by 
a sister, Leta “Doodle” 
Potter.

M E M O R I A L S :  
Hospice Care of the 
Southwest, 1301 S. 
Coulter, Suite 204, 
Amarillo, TX 79106.

s p e c ia l  ' NfbTICE:

Murphy
The family will receive.* 
friends from 5:00-6:30 . < 
PM Monday at the frmeral < 
home. i

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Results of the Texas Two 
Step drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 13-30-32-35. Bonus Ball: 
10.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 1. 
Prize: $225,000

Winning ticket purchased in: Haskell.
Number matching four of four: 9. Prize: $1,315. 
Number matching three of four, plus Bonus Ball: 23. 

Prize: $63.
Number matching three of four: 867. Prize: $23. 
Number matching two of four, plus Bonus Ball: 613. 

Prize: $21.
Number matching one of four, plus Bonus Ball: 4,112. 

Prize: $7.
Number matching Bonus Ball alone: 7,996. Prize: $5. 
listimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing: 

$ 200,000.

Jack Wesley McCollum, 82

Cash Five Texas results
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) Results of the Cash 5 drawing

Monday night:
W inning numbers drawn: 14-20-30-33-37.
Number matching five of five: 0.
Matching four of five: 71. Prize: $572 
Matching three of five: 2,492. Prize: $12 
Matching two of five: 25,274. Prize: $2 
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Pampa, Texas — Jack 
Wesley McCollum, 82, 
died on May 3, 2009 in 
Amarillo, Texas.

There are no services 
scheduled at this time. 
Cremation arrangements 
are under the direction 
of Carmichael-Whatley 
Funeral Directors.

Mr. McCollum was 
bom October 1, 1926 in 
Alberta City, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. He mar
ried Carolyn McFadyen 
on December 28, 1946 
in Liberty, Texas. She 
preceded him in death in 
August of 2004. He was a 
veteran of the U. S. Navy, 
serving during World War 
11. He later enlisted in the 
U. S. Coast Guard, serv
ing until 1952. He worked 
for Sheffield-Armco Steel 
from 1957 until his retire
ment in 1979. He had

been a resident of Pampa 
since 2007.- Jack was a 
Pentecostal. He loved to 
do woodwork, work on 
cars, and he especially 
enjoyed working cross
word puzzles. He will be 
greatly missed by his fam
ily and friends.

Survivors include 
two daughters, Deborah 
Weaver and husband T. D. 
of Washington state, and 
Rebecca Olson and hus
band Alan of Pampa; two 
sons, Michael McCollum 
of Houston and Timothy 
McCollum and wife 
Donna of Port Orchard, 
Washington; two broth
ers, Jerry McCollum and 
wife Nancy of Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, and 
Jimmy McCollum and 
wife Lucky of Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama; five grand
daughters, Heather,

Rachael, Laura and 
Isabella McCollum, and 
Angela Lewis; three grand
sons, Willie Downhour 
and wife Elizabeth, Rusty 
Weaver and wife Tonya, 
and Wesley McCollum 
and wife Rhonda; one 
step-grandson, Jonathan 
Olson; 11 great-grand
children, Austin, Seth and 
Autumn Weaver, Sabrina 
and Ashley Downhour, 
Kylie Lewis, Krystal, 
and Madison McCollum, 
Dallas Wise, Sean Delling 
and Sebastian Belding. 
He was preceded in death 
by a son. Jack Wayne 
McCollum.

Sign the on-line reg
ister at HYPERLINK 
"http://www. carmichael- 
whatley. com " www. car- 
michael-whatley. com

McCollum

Daily 4 results evening drawing Emergency ScrvicCS

Last 
M in ute  

C lassified  
L in e  A ds

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The winning Daily 4 num
bers drawn Mondav night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 

2-4-3-0. Sum It Up: 9 
(two, four, three, zero. Sum It Up: nine)

Pick 3 results nighttime drawing
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The winning Pick 3 numbers 

drawn Monday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 
6-4-1. Sum It Up: 11 
(six. four. one. Sum It Up: eleven

Emergency Services
A m b u l a n c e

Guardian EMS ambu
lance service reported the 
following calls between 7 
a m. Monday and 7 a.m. 
Today.

6:12 a m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
10000 block of North 
Sumner and transported a 
patient to Pampa Regional 
Medical Center.

3:54 a.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to PRMC 
and transported a patient 
to a local nursing center.

a.m. Monday and 7 a.m. 
Today.

Monday
Officers conducted seven 

traffic stops.
A total of eight calls and/ 

or stops concerning animals 
were reported.

Harassment was reported 
in the 600 block of North 
Somerville.

Three attempts to serve 
papers were made.

Traffic complaints were 
received from the inter
section of Duncan and 
Harvester streets, the 1100

of Thut.
Disorderly conduct was 

reported in the intersec
tion of Charles and Nikki 
streets, and the 1300 block 
of North Starkweather.

Silent/abusive 911 calls 
were received from the 400 
block of North Faulkner, 
and the 1400 block of 
Ripley.

A welfare check was 
made in the 1900 block of 
North Chritsy.

Suspicious person calls 
were received from the 
900 block of East Malone, 
and the intersection of 
Browning and Wynne 
streeets.

A prowler was reported 
in the 2400 block of North 
Charles.

A burglary was report
ed in the 1100 block of 
Cinderella.

Tuesday
Domestic disturbances 

were reported in the 10000 
block of South Vamon, 
and the 1300 block of East 
Francis.

One alarm was investi
gated.

Disorderly conduct was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of East Kingsmill.

Suspicious person calls 
were received from the 
intersection of Cuyler and 
Brown streets, and Foster 
and Purviance streets.

Sh e r if f
Gray County Sheriffs 

Office reported the follow
ing arrest.

Tuesday
Anthony Raa Beebe, 

25, of Pampa was arrest
ed by the Pampa Police

Deparment for assault caus
ing bodily injury.

Fire
Pampa Fire Department 

reported the following calls 
between 7 a.m. Monday 
and 7 a.m. Today.

Monday
10:20 a.m. — Two 

units and four personnel 
responded to the 130 block 
of Coffee on a vehicle fire.

1:37 p.m. — Two units 
and four personnel respond
ed to the 100 block of Thut 
on an odor investigation.

2:57 p.m. — One unit and 
three personnel responded 
to the 1000 block of Vamon 
to assist Animal Control.

3:50 p.m. — Four 
units and eight personnel 
responded to the 100 block 
of Thut on hazardous con
ditions.

The Pampa News is not 
responsible for the content 

of paid advertisement

ANDERSON APPLI. Sprv., 
Cody, 662-1841.

DEADLINE CHANGE for 
Last Minute Ads (City Briefs) 
for Fri. & Weekend Edition. 
Fri. deadline is Thurs. before 
noon. Weekend deadline is 
Thurs. before 4 p.m.

INTERIOR exterior  
Painting. General Carpentry. 
Remodeling. Additions,-* 
Custom Homes. Chaney' 
Construction LLC, call 
Jimmy, 806-440-3083. „

12 injured in fire at Austin apartment complex

MASSAGE THERAPY 
Mother's Day Special 
Gift Certificates-.'
Call Cathy Potter or Holly 
Albert 669-0013, 1224 Hobart* 
Ste. #9 Pampa.

Pampa PD
block of Sandlewood the 
100 block of East 28*“ , and

Pampa Police
Department reported the 
following calls between 7

the 1000 block of South 
Dwight.

A narcotics violation was 
reported in the 100 block

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
— Twelve people were 
injured Monday when a 
fire broke out at an apart
ment complex in northeast 
Austin, forcing some of 
the residents to jump from 
second-floor windows and 
balconies.

Eight adults and four

children were taken to 
hospitals after the fire at 
the 124-unit Westheimer 
Regency Apartments.

The injured included 
a 2-month-old child with 
non-life-threatening bums, 
a 6-month-old child with 
heat exhaustion and one 
child and a pregnant

woman who were injured 
after jumping from a win
dow. A firefighter suffered 
an elbow injury.

One woman dropped her 
three grandchildren into 
the arms of a man waiting 
below, Austin television 
station KVUE reported.

MOTHER'S DAY Gift Idea: 
New Book "A Pioneer Love 
Story." White Deer Land 
Museum, 112 S. Cuyler.

RUSTLERS OPENING 
Wed., May 6, 11am., 732 E.' 
Frederic. Steaks it Barbeque-. 
our spiecialty! Open Wed.-T 
Sun. lla.m.-9p.m. Closed i 
Mon. it Tues. 665-3100
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Cal Ferguson, and other 
church volunteers, Leija’s 
idea to help was brought 
to life.

A few members of the 
group went over to the 
Neve residence and mea
sured for a ramp and eval
uated what si4>plies they 
would need to build Trinity 
a ramp.

Once they supplies were 
gathered, with materi
als donated from Frank’s 
Hardware, the group met 
once again after work last 
week and got to work on 
the ramp.

The group came with 
welding torches, paint, 
metal, and worked for the 
next five hours building the 
ramp for Trinity.

“ 1 was just glad to help 
somebody that needed a 
helping hand,” Leija said 
of his work organizing the 
project. “ 1 just thought this 
was a good project and 
it all worked out for the 
good.”

The ramp was nearly

cont. from page 1 
completed the night the 
group came and worked 
on it. Only finishing paint
ing touches remain, which 
Leija said will be finished 
as soon as dry, warm 
weather permits.

Leija said that he was 
able to see the ramp in use 
today while driving by the 
residence the same time of 
day that he originally saw 
Valerie struggle. Today 
there was no struggle.

“It was beautiful and so 
easy,” Leija said describ
ing Trinity using the ramp, 
“rh o p e  if 1 am ever in 
that situation someone will 
come help me out.”

Leija said that many 
people were involved in 
the project who all did 
the work for Valerie and 
Trinity, not for public rec
ognition.

“It’s like the pay it for
ward principal,” he said of 
the group’s work. “There 
is hope and help for people 
out there in need.”

Tax exemption
lion in lost revenue at a 
time when state revenue is 
already plummeting.

Lawmakers agreed to 
make the increased exemp
tion temporary, “in recog
nition that when we return 
in the next biennium, esti
mates are we may be as 
much as SI2 billion in the 
h0le,” Oliveira said. “If 
th(it is true, we will have to 
revisit this.”

The Legislature adopt
ed the business tax under 
court order in 2006 to help 
coVer the S14 billion cost 
of reducing school prop
erty tax rates. But the rev
enue from the business tax, 
known as the margins tax, 
has fallen more than $1.5 
billion short of projections.

Under the tax structure, 
companies are taxed at 
1 percent — 0.5 percent 
for retailers — of gross 
receipts. Companies can

Teacher of year
though, she said. Mendoza 
described her first grade 
class as, “funny, with lots 
of energy, and eager learn
ers.” To handle the energy, 
Mendoza said she tries to 
have good classroom with 
management and be con
sistent with procedures so 
students will always know

HlNl flu 
outbreakes

Here are some key 
.developments in Texas 9 
on HlNl flu outbreaks, 
according to Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Texas 
officials. (The total num
ber of confirmed cases 
includes a Mexico City 
boy who died in Houston 
but isn’t in the county- 
by-county breakdown.)

C O N F I R M E D  
CASES: 40

■ Guadalupe County:

- Dallas County; 7
■ Tarrant County: 5
• Johnson County: 4
■ Fort Bend County: 3
• Comal County: 2
■ Starr County: 2
• Harris Coimty: 2
■ Bexar County; 1
■ Cameron County: 1
■ Collin County; 1
• Denton Coimty: 1
■ Nueces County: 1

Energy prices fall one day 
before crude storage report

cont. from page 1
deduct for costs of goods 
or employee benefits like 
salary and health care.

Businesses also are lob
bying for a measure that 
would ease their tax bur
den in years when they’re 
not profitable. But, in 
recognition of the loom
ing state budget quagmire, 
more than a dozen pro
posed amendments to the 
plan were withdrawn and 
the legislation was adopted 

^without changes.
The new business tax 

was intended to overhaul 
the state’s old franchise 
tax, which was so full of 
loopholes it was widely 
considered an optional tax.

Lawmakers spent years 
trying to fix it, but stum
bled over how to structure 
a new tax within legal con
straint^. that would apply 
equally to different' buisi- 
ness structures^

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 
(AP) — Oil prices retreat
ed from five-month highs 
Tuesday, a day before the 
government is expected to 
report that crude storage 
levels have reached a new 
19-year high.

Benchmark crude for 
June delivery fell 50 cents 
to $53.97 a barrel on the 
New York Mercantile 
Exchange after jumping 
$ 1.27 on Monday to $54.47 
— the market’s highest 
close since Nov. 26.

Still crude prices have 
risen nearly 8 percent since 
last Tuesday and gas prices 
have begun to tick upward 
as the driving season 
approaches and as refiner
ies cut back on production.

A gallon of regular 
gasoline at retail prices 
climbed another six-tenths 
of a cent overnight to a 
national average of $2.079, 
a high for the year but still 
well below the historical 
norm, according to auto 
club AAA, Wright Express 
and Oil Price Information 
Service.

“You’re going to see 
some higher pump prices,” 
said Tom Kloza, publisher

and chief oil analyst at Oil 
Price Information Service. 
“People are going to start 
noticing it and talking 
about it.”

Oil has traded near $50 
for more than a month as 
the worst global slump in 
decades undermined ener
gy demand.

Hints of an economic 
recovery have pushed pric
es higher in recent weeks.

Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bemanke 
told Congress Tuesday that 
the economy should exit 
the recession and begin to 
grow later this year. That 
could lead to a rebound in 
energy prices.

Kloza said he wouldn’t 
be surprised if crude pric
es flirt with $60 before 
Memorial Day.

Dour economic reports 
have outweighed the posi
tive for months, however, 
and part of the reason ener
gy prices have been sus
tained at the current level 
is the weak dollar. Crude 
is priced in dollars, which 
madies it cheaper to buy 
when the dollar falls.

The U.S. currency has 
been weakened by the mas

sive government bailout of 
banks and automakers.

The dollar fell less than 
a penny against the euro 
Tuesday, but is down about 
6 cents compared with the 
beginning of the year.

“Maybe it as simple as 
the fact that oil has more 
dollar value in a world 
where the U.S. government 
is running up a debt of his
toric proportions,” analyst 
Phil Flynn said in a client 
note.

That would go a long 
way to explain why energy 
prices are not falling even 
further.

As trader and analyst 
Stephen Schork wrote 
Tuesday, “You can’t swing 
a cat without hitting a barr 
rel of crude oil.”

The Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries meets May 
28 to discuss a potential 
production cut. OPEC 
has announced 4.2 mil
lion barrels a day of out
put quota reductions since 
September, but left produc
tion levels unchanged at its 
last meeting in March.
. The Energy Information 

Administration’s weekly

report on crude in stor
age is expected to show 
a continued build up on 
Wednesday for the week 
ending May 1,

Crude stocks rose 4.1 
million barrels last week 
and the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve has hit record lev
els and continues to grow, 
Schork noted.

Refiners have slashed 
production, so they are 
not taking in as much oil. 
That has led to some com
paratively cheap gasoline, 
though prices are up slight
ly at the pump because of 
the cutbacks.

A gallon of regular 
unleaded gasoline is about 
$ 1.53 a gallon cheaper than 
it was last year at this time.

In other Nymex trading, 
gasoline for June delivery 
fell four-tenths of a cent 
to $1.582, while heating 
oil fell about a penny to 
$1.4249 a gallon. Natural 
gas for June delivery 
dropped 10.5 cents to 
$3.62 per 1,000 cubic feet.

In London, Brent prices 
fell 41 cents to $54.17 a 
barrel on the ICE Futures 
exchange.

Legisiative session

cont. from page 1

what’s expected of them.
Mendoza splits her time 

between her first grade 
students and her fam
ily, Kayla, 18, Oklahoma 
State University freshmen, 
Pampa High School fresh
men Margo, and husband, 
Ruben.

Texas seeks 
emergency ag 
aid in wake of 
wildfires

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The state agriculture com
missioner is seeking federal relief for Texas farmers and 
ranchers who suffered $35 million in losses from March 
and April wildfires.

Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples is sending a 
letter to the U.S. Department of Agriculture on Tuesday, 
asking for assistance. That’s after wildfires destroyed 
more than 220,000 acres of pasmre, about 1,500 miles of 
fence and almost 500 head of cattle and calves.

Staples asks that the 18 North Texas counties be 
declared disaster areas, providing relief ftmding and open 
up grazing acreage.

The counties are Archer, Baylor, Callahan, Clay, 
Cooke, Eastland, Hamilton, Hood, Jack, Montague, Palo 
Pinto, Parker, Shackleford, Stephens, Wheeler, Wichita, 
Wise and Young.

The bill by Sen. Judith 
Zaffirini, a Laredo 
Democrat, is a big change 
from the tuition morato
rium and hard caps some 
proposed at the beginning 
of the session.

COCKFIGHTING
Texas lawmakers want 

to expand the ban on cock- 
fighting in Texas.

A measure preliminar
ily approved in the House 
Monday would make it 
illegal to attend cockfights 
or make money from them.

The proposal by 
Rep. Wayne Christian, 

' R-Center, also would pro
hibit owning or selling 
training equipment.

The House voted 103-33 
in favor of the measure.

Christian said cock
fights, which have long 
been illegal in Texas, are 
often accompanied by ille
gal alcohol and gambling.

TEXTBOOKS
The Texas House has 

given final approval to a 
measure that would allow 
schools to use their text
book allotment from the 
state to buy approved elec
tronic materials.

That means qualified 
information could be 
downloaded to laptops or 
Kindle electronic readers if 
schools choose to use the 
technology.

Branch and other sup
porters contend that using 
computers and online 
material would save the 
state money because it 
eliminates the need to 
regularly replace cumber
some textbooks that have 
become outdated. With 
online textbooks, pub
lishers could update their 
material and correct errors 
sooner.

Schools would still have 
the option of buying hard
backs.

TAKING LAND
The Senate voted to 

expand the rights of prop
erty owners who face hav
ing their land taken by the 
government.

The bill by Sen. Craig 
Estes, a Wichita Falls 
Republican, would limit 
eminent domain land tak
ings to projects for public 
use only and would require 
governments to make a 
“bona fide” offer for the 
property before condemna
tion.

A property owner would 
be entitled to be paid for 
any loss of market value 
if the taking impairs their 
access to the land they 
still have. Any land taking 
would also have to be done 
by a record vote in a public 
meeting.

Gov. Rick Perry vetoed 
in 2007 an eminent domain

bill that addressed dimin
ished access. Perry, a 
Republican, is now push
ing a constitutional amend
ment to safeguard land- 
owners’ rights.

The Senate bilí requires 
property owners be given 
an initial offer for the land 
in writing, and 'prohibits 
governments from requir
ing confidentiality agree
ments. And if a court rules 
the government did not 
make a bona fide offer, 
it could order the govern
ment to make another offer 
and to pay the landowners’ 
legal fees.

Governments would also 
have to tell the landowner 
that he or she and their 
heirs may someday be able 
to repurchase the land for 
the price paid to Acquire 
it. That option would kick 
in if the public project for 
the land is canceled or no 
progress has been made in 
10 years after the condem
nation.

CLEAN COAL 
PROJECTS

The Texas House on 
Monday tentatively 
approved giving up to 
$100 million in tax credits 
to three first-come com
panies that develop and 
implement clean energy 
technology in coal-fired 
power plants.

Supporters said it was 
an  ̂earned incentive that 
would likely not affect the 
state’s revenue or budget 
for 5 to 10 years, because 
the three projects approved 
for the incentives would 
have to build the clean coal 
plants and prove carbon 
capture and energy produc
tion. But Rep. Sylvester 
Turner, D-Houston, said 
the incentives were money 
that could be going to con
sumer relief on property 
tax and college tuition in a 
rough economy.

Weatherford Republican 
Rep. Phil King, one of sev
eral representatives back
ing the measure, said the 
exemption from the state’s 
franchise tax would be a 
drop in the bucket com
pared to the funds it would 
take to get the plants up 
and running and the money 
the companies would gen
erate in the future.

“I truly don’t believe 
we’re going to get clean 
coal technology built in 
Texas without this,” King 
said of the incentives.

In order for a clean ener
gy project to receive the 
tax credit, it would have to 
meet standards including 
a 200 megawatt produc
tion rate while capturing 
70 percent of their carbon 
dioxide emissions.

Monday’s passage of the 
measure rounded out two 
separate days of lengthy 
and heated debate on the

house floor about what 
kinds of clean energy proj
ects would be eligible, 
where the incentive money 
should come from and how 
much should be used for 
the incentives.

TECHNOLOGY FUND
The House voted 142-0 

Monday to require the gov
ernor to report his use of 
the Emerging Technology 
Fund to the Legislature at 
the beginning of each year.

Earlier this session, law
makers complained that 
there was no accountability 
over- the iiind after,'^'exas'' 
A&M University System 
received a $50 million 
grant from the fund. The 
fund is divvied up at the 
discretion of the governor, 
lieutenant governor and 
House speaker.

The bill by Rep. Norma 
Chavez, D-El Paso, would 
require Gov. Rick Perry’s 
office to post non-confi- 
dential activities of the 
Emerging Technology 
Fund on his Web site, as 
well as submit a report to 
lawmakers. The informa
tion would include the total 
number and amounts of 
state grants under the fund 
and who received them.

The measure now goes to 
the Senate.

The governor’s office 
uses the Texas Enterprise 
Fund and the Emerging 
Technology Fund to bring 
jobs to Texas.

GOVERNOR’S FLAG
Gov. Rick Perry and 

all Texas governors who

LIMITED TIME ONLY

cont. from page 1 
follow him would get a 
flag to fly at official func
tions under a bill given 
final approval by the Texas 
House Monday.

The flag would be a 
dark blue field with four 
white stars in the comer 
and a lone star in the cen
ter encircled by live oak 
and olive branches and the 
words “In God We Tmst.”

Rep Jim Dunnam, 
D-Waco, had originally 
proposed that the gover
nor take on the 1893 pilot 
flag of the Republic of 
.Texas. But Weatherford 
Republican Rep. Phil King 
suggested that his com
rade’s choice — consisting 
of horizontal white, blue 
and red bands with a lone 
white star in the center 
— was too similar to the 
Russian flag, which lacks 
only the lone star.

The House voted 127-14 
in favor of King’s flag, 
which now heads for the 
Senate to weigh in on the 
flag’s final appearance. 
Current state law allows 
for the governor to have a 
flag, but no governor has 
made an official choice.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I’ve got to lay out this 

dyslexia bill now, and I 
want you to know 1 know 
it backward and forward.” 
Rep. Rob Eissler, R-The 
Woodlands, before laying 
out a bill on treatment of 
dyslexia.

SONIC BLAST
MADE WITH

CARAMEL, SOFT SERVE 
AND SNICKERS

AVAILABLEATALL 
SONIC DRIVE-INS

m i
Mmmriia'i

Orhn-tm.
Products containing paanuts ara used in this rsstaurant and may come into 
contact with your food and drmlf even if they am not prepared with peanuts
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Around town
T e n n is

Coach Donna Turner, Jack Ware, Rachel 
District Tennis Tournament in Amarillo.

Lee and Coach Sarah Course at the

Mixed doubles 
team second 
in regionals

Even though the Pampa 
High School teruiis team has 
been through a challenging 
five years, with three differ
ent coaches, construction, and 
other obstacles.

Tennis mixed doubles is the 
only sport at PHS where both 
boys and girls compete against 
each other. The mixed doubles 
team of Jack Ware and Rachel 
Lee had a 10-2 district record in 
the fall. They received second 
team all-district for their record. 
They lost out on first team all 
district to a Canyon team that 
had an 8-0 record. Ware and 
Lee beat the same team in the 
spring and were able to repre
sent the district at the regional 
meet in San Angelo.

Were and Lee are seniors 
and set their sites on going to 
regionals early in August when 
they beat a Wichita Falls Rider 
team.

Several team members joined 
Ware and Lee in San Angelo to 
support them.

Photos submitted by Debbie Lee 
Seniors Rachel Lee, Jack Ware and Lauren 
Couts at Regionals in San Angelo.

O p t im is t  b a s e b a l l
Rotary defeats Clarendon

Rotary Club improved their record 
to 4-0 by defeating Clarendon in 
Clarendon by a score of 11-0. The 
game was halted after 4 innings due to 
the 10 run rule.

Rotary used 4 pitchers to com
bine for a 3-hit shutout. Ethan Hunt, 
Thomas Haley, Cade Engle and Ranee 
Tipps each pitched one inning. Hunt 
improved his record to 4-0 on the sea-

son.
At the plate. Hunt blasted his 2nd 

home of the season, Haley added a 
single, Luis Chavez had a single, and 
Tipps added a single. Engle and Hunt 
both scored 2 runs. Every player but 1 
on Rotary scored at least I run.

The Pampa Optimist club is a United 
Way agency.

Glo-Valve triumphs over Claude
Glo-Valve Service pitched by com

mittee and prevailed over Claude 6-1 
Monday at Optimist Park in Pampa 
Optimist 11-12 Cal Ripken League 
action.

Ryan Powell started for Glo-Valve 
and was credited with his second win 
of the season. He allowed one run and 
two hits. He struck out three and did 
not walk a batter. Brody Gaines took 
the hill in the third inning. He struck 
out five and walked two giving up no 
runs or hits in two innings. Casey 
Martindale pitched part the fifth inning 
walking two batters. Aaron Allen fin
ished up with six consecutive outs 
including two strikeouts. He threw 
only four pitches in the sixth inning.

Claude drew first blood in the first 
inning on consecutive doubles by Zac 
Pointer and Logan Johnson to t ^ e  a 
one-run lead.

Glo-Valve came back with a ven
geance. Allen singled to start the 
bottom half of the first inning for Glo- 
Valve. He stole second and third and 
scored on an infield out by Powell. 
Gains slammed a single to left field 
and stole second to keep the rally 
going. He tallied on a single by 
Martindale. Martindale stole two 
bases and trotted home on a single 
to left by Chance Douglas. Douglas 
also stole two bases and scampered 
home when Colton Thompson was 
safe on an error. Glo-Valve led after 
one inning 4-1.

In Glo-Valve’s half of the second 
inning, Michael Mechelay started 
things for Glo-Valve by t^ing safe 
on an error. He went to second on a 
balk, to third on a wild pitch and trot
ted home on a double to right field by 
Jason Velasquez. Velasquez scored 
after a pair of Claude errors on balls 
hit by Allen and Powell making the

score 6- 1 .
Claude threatened in almost every 

inning but wasted a single by Bailey 
Morrow in the second inning, a walk 
to Brice Holland in the third, a walk 
to Jace Davis in the fourth and walks 
to Julian Hughes and Ian Ferguson in 
the fifth.

Starting pitcher Johnson and reliev
er Davis retired Glo-Valve in order the 
last three innings.

Davis made the outstanding defen
sive plays of the game for Claude 
by throwing a Glo-Valve runner out 
trying to steal second, by throwing 
another runner out at home trying to 
score on a wild pitch and by starting a 
pitcher to shortstop double play.

Douglas made a spectacular running 
catch in right field of a fly ball in the 
sixth inning for Glo-Valve’s defensive 
gem. Powell threw a runner out trying 
to steal second and started a pitcher to 
shortstop double play after snagging 
a line drive off his shoe tops for Glo- 
Valve’s other outstanding defensive 
plays.

In the early game Ryan Rhoden 
pitched the final two itmings, strik
ing out the last batter with the bases 
loaded, to be credited with being the 
winning pitcher, as Cabot Coiporation 
edged Duncan, Fraser & Bridges 
Insurance Agency 12-10 for its first 
win of the season.

Pampa Optimist 11-12 Cal Ripken 
League play continues today when 
Cabot takes on Glo-Valve at 5:45 
p.m. and D.F.B. plays Rotary Club 
at 7:45 p.m. Glo-Valve and D.F.B. 
moved its Thursday game to tomor
row at 5:45 p.m. because of a conflict 
with the All School Band Concert. 
The Pampa Optimist Youth Club is a 
Pampa United Way agency.
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Gray County 
receives grant funds 
for food and 
shelter programs

Gray Countyhas been chosen to receive $4,326 to 
supplement emergency food and shelter programs in the 
county. These funds have been made available through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA).

The selection was made by a National Board that is 
chaired by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s 
Federal Emergency Management Agency and consists 
of representatives from American Red Cross; Catholic 
Charities, USA; National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A; The Salvation Army; United Jewish 
Communities and. United Way of America. The Local 
Board was charged to distribute funds appropriated by 
Congress to help expand the capacity of food and shelter 
programs in high-need areas arount the county.

A Local Board made up of Gray County Judge, The 
Salvation Army, Good Samaritan Christian Services, Inc., 
Tralee Crisis Center for Women, Inc., Pampa Meals on 
Wheels, Southside Senior Citizens Center, The Harvest 
House, Pampa United Way, Catholic Church, City of 
Pampa Representative, American Red Cross, and a for
merly homeless person will determine how the funds 
awarded to Gray County are to be distributed among the 
emergency food and shelter programs run by local srvice 
agencies in the area. The Local Board is responsible 
for recommending agencies to receive these funds made 
available through the ARRA.

Under the terms of the grant from the National Board, 
local agencies chosen to receive funds must: 1 ) be private 
voluntary non-profits or units of government, 2) be eli
gible to receive federal fluids, 3) have an accounting sys
tem, 4) practice nondiscrimination, 5) have demonstrated 
the capability to deliver emergency food and/or shelter 
programs, and 6) if they are a private voluntary organiza
tion, they must have a voluntary board. Qualifying agen
cies are urged to apply.

Gray County has distributed Emergency Food and 
Shelter flmds previously with The Salvation Army, Good 
Samaritan Christian Services, Tralee Crisis Center for 
Women, Pampa Meals on; Wheels. Southside Senior 
Citizens Center, Harvest House participating. These 
agencies were responsible for providing 5,224 meals and 
226 nights of lodging.

Public, or private volimtary agencies interested in 
applying for ARRA Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
fundis must contact Katrina Bigham at Pampa United 
Way, 200 N. Ballard #104, 669-1001, or pampaunited- 
way@clearwire.net for an application. The deadline for 
applications to be received is May 18.

The Wood Group took the field Monday night again 
with cloudy skies and a cold wind blowing but that 
did not stop-these 5 and 6 year olds from play
ing ball. Picture: With the game coming to an end 
Hayden Henson of the Wood Group makes it to 
home base with catcher Klaire Cambern of Prestige 
Auto attempting to tag him out.

Call us with your news 
stories! 

6 6 9 -2 5 2 5
or email the editor at 

editor@thepampanews. 
com

subscribe online today!
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•Automatics • A/C • Power Steering • AM/FM Radio 
•Low Cost Moving Protection Pian 
•One-Way Rentáis U.S. & Canada Miieage Inciuded 
•FREE 24-Hour Road Service • Auto Transports & 

Tow Doiiies
•Packing Suppiies- Boxes, Mattress Bags, Tape etc. 
•Prices as Low as $9.95 Per Day pius miieage) 
•Wiring Adapters

t r..t*

Eagie Carports 
Soid Here! 

starting at $699

WINK’S
U-HAUL

228 W BROWN 
665-5710 • 665-1360
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Si

FEATlillE YOUR BUSINESS ON THIS PARE
1 1

6 6 9 -  2 5
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Eag le  C arports 
Sold H ere! 

starting at $699

WINK’Sru-HAUL
228 W B ro w n . 66S-S710 

or 665-1360
•Autom atics •  A/C •  Bower Steering •  AM/FM Ra<lk>
•Lo w  Cost Moving Protection Plan 
•O ne-W ay Rentals U^. A Canada M ileage Included 
•FREE 24-H our Road Service •  Auto Transports A Tow Dollies 
•C om plete Line of Moving Supplies A T o v ^  Accessories 
•Prices as Low as ■* $9.95 Per Day (■■ plus m ileage)

Shepard’s Crook 
Nursing Agency, Inc.

Home Health Care
•EMUblithed 1988'

•SKILUD NURSING CARE 

•HOME HEALTH AIDES 

•PHYSICAL THERAPY 

•ELDER WELLNESS PROGRAM 

•CASE MANAGEMENT

•INTERNAL A IV INFUSION 

•DIABETIC MANAGEMENT 

•CARDIAC REHABILITATION 

•WOUND CARE SPECIALIST 

•MEDICARE-MEDICADE CERTIFIED

LICENSED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

806- 665-0356
916 N. CREST RD. SUITE 101 • PAMPA

AI-TORDABLE BAIL BONDS
Janie Orcutt, Owner • 800-687-0897

Vikki “Mungia" 
Shackett, Agent 

662-0663

24-Hour Service 
Credit Bonds 

Se Habla Español
Pampa •806-669-6634 

Panhandle • 806-537-1084 
Borger • 806-273-3280 

Clarendon • 806-874-1788 
Vega • 806-267-0050

"The
Tradition

o f
Quality

Continues'HOMES
665-4595 * Gary Winton

Pampa Realty Inc. 669-0007
Pampa MIS a Amarillo MLS

Jim Dovtdion (BKR/OWNR) . .  .662-9021
Rebecca Akini .......................... 662-2190
Robert Anderwold......................665-3357
Katrina ligham .................89S-BS10
MR Carpenter...............................664-0464
ClMltia Carpenter........................664-0463
Donna Courter............................ 595-0779

_____ TwltaHiher(BKR)........................ 440-2314
Real Edate Forine Rem World John ©oddord (BKR)..................595-1234

Unddlopcicka .......................... 662-9611
Zeb Sonori ...................................664-0312
Sonrlra Schunemon (BKR) . . .  .662-7291

Vltn CENTURY 21 COMMUNITIES“  on AOieKeyword:CENTURY 21
Av»aqi A rwrw A lacmmi N rr ovwnff» borw vgon at hgnw bouy* or ia  rhwruy '  HiWr 2i iwnemdiirg !«•$
*l«8lCar6̂ 7i 8MitP<MCaporO*Ór‘and*r>adWriai(ir>(]wrvr«na«<ttC*nlu,T2'»MlWdmCdmeraPor'FOuaNauangOeMiÂ RACP
o m e t  a  M b t P f  N O f  s n  «  o w n e d  a n d  o p l m i s o

.JESSICA
'W H ITELEY

P H O TO G R A P H Y
FOR APPOINTMENT CAU

806.662.6104
721 W. KINCSMILL

PHOTOS WITH PERSONALITY

http://WWW.UtMUl.l
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Comics
Marmaduke

n

“I take it your undying devotion lasts only until 
the next doggie treat?”

T H E  FAMIIA^ CIRCUS By Bil Keane

“I bet he’d be good at blowin’ out 
birthday candles.”

Daily Crossword Puzzle

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS
1 Domesti

cates 
6 Closet 

wood
11 Even a 

little
12 Singly
13 Autobiog

raphy bits
15 Music’s 

Yoko
16 Parrot or 

puppy
17 Regret
18 Legisla

tive 
bodies

20 Aykroyd 
or Rather

21 Auction 
signal

22 Like some 
statues

23 Murdered
26 Attire
27 Minimal 

change
28 Pot fill
29 Do 

something
30 Use a 

yardstick
34 Buddy
35 Syr. 

neighbor
36 Sheep cry
37 Careers
40 General 

Rommel
41 Mirror 

sight
42 Takes a 

break

43 Appraised

DOWN
1 Folded- 

over 
snacks

2 Be 
penitent

3 Massenet 
opera

4 Sprite
5 Didn’t get 

up early
6 Play 

groups
7 Quarter

back 
Manning

M A N 1 c A B E T ■
E R 1 C A S 1 D E S
L 1 T E R P O 1 N T
D E R T M 1 F A R
S L 0  T M A C H 1 N E

H E X A C T S
M A B E L P R E S S
0 N U S T 1 S
T 1 M E M A C H 1 N E
1 M P A R K N 0 R
F A K E R E L A T E
S T 1 C K T 0 N 1 C

■ E N O S S P E N T
Yesterday’s answer

14 Garden 
starter 

19 Some
what

22 Mardi —
23 Scurry

8 Desperate 24 “A Perfect
9 Some 

flowers
10 Takes 

offense 
at

Spy-
author

25 Aphids
26 Letter 

start

28 Hardy 
heroine

30 Bearings
31 German 

sub
32 Grazing 

area
33 Moves 

slowly
38 In shape
39

Believer”
NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4 75 (checK/m.o.) to 
Thomas Joseph Book 2, PO. Box 536475. Orlando, FL 32853-6475

1 2 3 4

■
7 8 9 10

11

13 14

15 ■ ■ "
18 19 1 20

^ H 2 1 ■ 22

23 24 25

27 ■ 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 ■ 36

37 38 39

40

w42 M L

For Better Or Worse
W H oa TStS? IS 1F«^ 
you« Bt£ enWTtWk?
WHO ISTHS ?

n̂ e> who’s This? 

(boosts

ftHD WHO’S The. l>nirnv<iw.iNihE 
MtKEOE? ISThST 
ybo? WHO’S iM The

t-lEEE- ,  

NIVABEFF/

1

Zits

NEW MyCJLPiPNESKBT 
FALLING 601 
60r60MEIWNGA 
LrmE-SIUPPlEK

o.

0 7

Garfield
I  AM TAKIN& VOO 

O f f  MV BUPPV LIST,'

Beetle Bailey
THEY SAID  

TH IS  DEVICE IS 
FOOLPi’o o p

/

6 -5

G O B i*MOJfuMue?

Marvin

1  ODN T  s u p p o s i YOO’D  
CARE TO M EAR M V  Stt?E ?

B.C.
WHAT ARE those ^  

UTtue DIVER^NS IN r  WHAT exactly a  
POES THAT MEAN f  1

------------ ^
, YOÜR SHELL ? J

\) f  THEYIEE ^
1 CALLEO 1 \1 'rtORNY PLATES'

C j  ' \ j  ^

■ ■ 4..̂ ***"* exxnSrM̂il̂ vwfiSii. iw ■ Vs'

IT/k\EAMS THERES NO 
EMO TO M Y  HUMILIATION

W W W  . J o h n H «  r t S t o d w .  c  o m

Haggar The Horrible
U^YbUfYANT

i f

-nocoM eiÑt40íB...^ ]
tUBRUUB^..>rAKe OFF 'ïtM R  

HoeBANO 
7UBM o i r m l

Peanuts
I  can't sleep,
016 BROTHER.. 
U/HAT SHOULD 

I  PO?

PONT DO 
ANITHINô.. 
JUSTUS THERE. 

AND WORRY..

WORRY ABOUT EVERYTHIN6 
THAT'S EVER HAPPENED 
AND EVERYTHIN6 YOU 
THINK MI6HT HAPPEN..

d -y

Blondie
I  t h in k  IT 'S  A CRVWS SHA/H» THAT 

SO  AHANV PSOPLE EASE THEU? 
POLITICAL VIEWS ON WHAT RADIO 

TALK SHOW PEOPLE SAV
i  —

WHERE DID y o u  S E T  
' THAT RIDICULOUS IDEA, 

BUAISTEAD'»'

FROM t h a t  t a l k  SHOW HOST

HEV, VOU 
TW O PIPE DOWN' 

HE'S COMINS 
SACK ON.'

VfiAH' AND 
HE WAS 
ASOUT  

T O  AIAKE 
A GREAT

Flo & Friends

IS Y o j f i . S lf te - r c H IN G t  a n p

STTítNeíTMeNiNG Class 
r ÊASIEP-,(äeTTINö any 

tZuTHlE?

S-8

I  CANT UfTMY/«MS, 
Í 6NP cvep., 0 ALANCe 
ON ONE u&s oe  u f r  
An y th in g « 
th a n

2L0S,

V7

I
fa i  Me, (IS ReAuY 
more o f  a Y&GvA 
O A 6S. --------4Í

Yes.St6QFiCAu>
AilS-MlMUTE-

long« -m se  
fbse

10
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L i v i  R A j í ' i ’-

I FI E
1 Public Notice

n o t ic e  TO 
C B R n im B s  

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of Willie Lamm 
West, Deceased, were 
issued on April 29, 
2009, in Cause No. 
9618, pending in the 
County Court of Gray 
County, Texas, to: Wil
burn Steven West.
All persons having 
claims against this Es
tate which is currently 
being administered are 
required to present them 
to the undersigned with
in the time and in the 
mruiner prescribed by 
law. 
do:
Vanessa G. Buzzard 
Attorney at Law 
208 N. Russell St. 
Pampa, TX 79063 
DATED the 1st day of 
May, 2009.

Vanessa G. Buzzard 
Attorney for 

Wilburn Steven West 
State Bar No.: 

03547900 
208 N. Russell St 
Pampa, TX 79065 

Telephone: 
(806)665-7281 

Facsimile: 
(806)669-0972 

X-75 May 5,2009

5 Special Notices

ADVERTISING Ma
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News,
MUST be placed
through the Pampa
News Office Only.

l O ^ s t ^ u n d ^ ^ ^

LOST male 2 color 
Bassett from Cole Ad
dition. Reward. 665- 
5428.

13 Bus. O y .

GREAT Investment 
opps. Pampa Conven
ience store. 665-1875, 
806-383-1985.

14d C a j g e n ^

C!arpentry, Roofing, 
Replacement Windows, 
steel siding & trim. 
Continuous gutters. Jer
ry Nicholas 669-9991, 
662-8169

CUSTOM Building and 
Remodeling. Addittons, 
Kitchens & Bathrooms, 
Shawn Denver Constr. 
662-2977,665-0354

OVERHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con
struction. Call 669- 
6347.

14e Carpet Serv.

NU-WAY
CLEANING SERVICE 
Bob Marx Owner-Oper
ator. Call 665-3541.

14h Gen. Serv.

JH Concrete. Drive
ways, additions, stamp, 
patios, tile, fences. Free 
Est 806-382-5408.

CERAMIC tile work 
Remodeling floor, 
shower, kitchen. Tex
ture, painting, dry wall. 
Free esti. Call 665-3453 
leave message, Jesus 
Barraza.

HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Clhild- 
ers Brothers. Inc. 8(X)- 
299-9563 , 806-352-
9563

COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or 
build new. Free esti
mates Call 669-7769

14h Gen. Serv,

NEW Fence / Fence 
Repairs. Free estimates. 
Call 806^486-1368, 
806-665-2859.

HONEST To Goodness 
Handyman. Repairs of 
all kinds, light hauling, 
trimiTung, painting, 
doors. Ref. Reas. Doug 
663-0832,440-9100

14rPlowing/Yard

AFFORDABLE lawn 
mowing & weed eating 

Call
806-595-0148.

CLEAN up, landscap
ing, tree trim. Any job 
outside. Haul off. Roto- 
tilling. Decks. Fencing. 
Rock Work. Free Esti
mates. Call 486-1311.

LAWNMOWING, lo- 
totilling, flowerbed 
clean up, tree trim- 
mimg. Call 664-3045.

21 Help Wanted 21 He^ Wanted 21 Help Wanted 95 Fum. A|L 98 Unfum. Houses 103 Homes For Sale

FULL-TIME LVN 
needed. Competitive 
Pay A  Exc. Benefits St. 
Ann's Nursing Home, 
Panhandle. 537-3194.

U ^ l u m M n g A l e a ^

JACK'S Plumbing. 715 
W Foster.665-7115.

14u Roofing______

WENDELL'S Roofing 
Co.- For all your roof
ing needs-new roof, re
roof or patch job. 806- 
665-7648. or toll free 
888-664-7648.

WAIT Staff (must be 
18 yn.) and Hostesses 
(16 yrs.) needed Apply 
in person to Mgr., aft. 
2pm. at the Dixie Cafe. 
No Phone Calls.

EXPERIENCED 
BACKHOE 

OPERATOR 
NEEDED 

Must have: at least 3 
yn. of dirt work 
exp., CDL & clean 
driving record We 
have the work & 
NEW  BACKHOE 
you are looking for. 

APPLY
IN PERSON AT:

CURTIS WELL 
SERVICE 

1050
N . PRICE RD. 

PAMPA
or send resume to 
P.O.BOX 1800 
PAMPA, TX. 

79066

JOIN A 
COMPANY 

WITH 50+YRS. 
IN THE 

OIL & GAS 
BUSINESS!!!

LOCAL 
OIL & GAS 

PRODUCTION 
CO.;

Looking for 
Experienced 

Pumper/ 
Lease Operator

5 Yrs. of 
Pumping Exp.

Clean Driving 
Record Required

*Benefits include 
but not limited to: 
'Health Insurance 
*401Kw/Co Match 
'Company Vehicle 

Send Resume to 
Box 78

d o  The Pampa News 
P.O Box 2198 

403 W. Atchison 
Pampa. TX. 79066

HOUSEKEEPER
NEEDED

Must be willing to do 
laundry & slay with 
children on occassion 
References Required

663-0083

FULL Time position 
open for Customer 
Service Rep / Office 
Personnel. Computer 
skills necessary, insur
ance exp. preferred. 
Send resume to P.O. 
Box 265, White Deer, 
Tx. 79097 or email

49 Pools/Hot Tubs

5 seal mahogany spa w/ 
stereo & lights, cheap! 
Must sell! 806-358- 
9597.

50 Building Suppl

MCLEAN Feedyard is 
currently accepting ap
plications for a Feed 
Truck Driver / Mill 
Hand and Yard Mainte
nance Employee. Send 
resume-P.O. Box 630, 
McLean, TX 79057 or 
apply in person.

White House Lumber 
101 S. Ballard 

669-3291

60 Household_____

COOKSTOVES, bed
room fum., freezers & 
complete home furnish
ings. 662-7557.

lOMlHOUMMOffoaTuaiTY

All real estate adver
tised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act. which 
nukes it illegal to ad
vertise “any prefer
ence, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or national ori
gin, or intention to 
make any such prefer
ence, limitation, or 
rliscriniination.'' Stale 
law also forbids dis
crimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for re
al estate which is in vi
olation of the law. All 
persons are hereby in
formed that all dwell
ings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

NOTICE
Readers are urged to 
fully investigate adver
tisements which require 
payment in advance for 
information, services or 
goods.

CX)DE Welder-must be 
able to pass flux core 
test, blue print test, mini 
wire, flux core stainless 
steel. Send resume & 
reference to PO Box 
453, Pampa, TX 79066

Local Business is 
seeking Receptionist 

Must be able to multi 
task and have comput
er skills. Must be 
friendly, outgoing, self 
motivated. Able to 
handle stressful situa 
tions. Hours M-F.
Send Resume to Box 
77 d o  Pampa News, 
Po Box 2198. Pampa 
TX 79066-2198

Your Daily Horoscope
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Wednesday,
May 6, 2009:
This year, when you see a problem or 
haaale arise, step back and don't react 
The wise action would be to ask yourself 
bow you might have played a role m 
making this happen, and bow you could 
have prevented it. Look within for 
answers Your finances could be rocky, 
often thinking money is there before it 
reaHy is. Don't take this type o f situation 
for pwited. I f  you are single, you easily 
could change your mind about situations 
and people once you detach Someone 
very different could enter your life out of 
the blue. This person functions like a 
light bulb in a (tork room in your life. If 
you are attached, the two o f you will gain 
from frequent getaways together 
Consider taking a workshop together 
LIBRA is easy to work with.

The Stars Show the ICind of Day You’ll 
Have: 5-Dynamic. 4*Po$itive;

'3-Average; 2-S<vso; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
♦  Much more goes down than 
you anticipated. You m i^ t shake your 
head tonight when you look back on 
everything that has gone on. Stay liquid, 
stay caitered. You cannot have any guar
antees in life anyway, but most certainly 
not today Tonight: Join friends for a 
midweek break
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Be very careful in the next few 
weeks when dealing with finances, loved 
ones and risks. A situation could evolve 
involving all three areas or one individ
ual area Play it even more conservative 
than usual Note what occun and learn 
from it T oni^t: Squeeze in some exer
cise.
GEMINI (May21-June 20)
♦  You might try to be mellow and 
open the door to creativity. You enter a 
few weeks where you might feel you

can't win for losmg. Confirm meetings. 
Don’t stand on ceremony with loved 
ones If you see a snafu developing, ask 
yourself bow you could have prevented 
it. Tonight: Be frisky and playfiil 
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

^  #  Your imagination comes for
ward. In fact, observe a teodròcy to over
think, which evolves to overworrying In 
the next few weeks, learn new techniques 
to quiet your mind. Ybo could be stunned 
by how much better you feel Tonight: 
Buy a plant or some flowers on the way 
home.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Communicate, with a fall-back 
plan. People seem to misunderstand Be 
ready to say what you need not only once 
or twice, but even more. Use a different 
style or choose new words you generally 
don't use. Verify meetmgs and get- 
togetbers. A sense o f humor could make 
all the difference. Tonight: Hang out and 
laugh with friends.
VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept. 22)

Remain sensitive to others’ finan
cial needs as well as your own. You 
might not want to pull back, but still 
don't commit to anything more. A boss 
could be touchy; a parent could be 
demanding. Dealings with authonty fig
ures could be hard for a few weeks 
Tonight A treat doesn't need to make 
you feel bankrupt 
LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct. 22)
♦  Your smile wins over many. A 
strong associate, friend or partner has 
been combative lately. Instead of react
ing to that behavior, look at this person's 
gentler side. Respond to the positives, 
not the negatives You could be trans- 
fcwming a relationship before you know 
it. Tonight: Whatever makes you happy 
SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21) 
i r  it  Pull back and listen more You dis
cover that you could be having a long- 
running dialogue in your head. The prob
lem lies in that you might miss some

details o f a conversation. Tonight: Can 
you distance yourself?
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21) 
i t i t i t i r  Keep your priorities high in 
your mind D m 't pull back or give quick 
answers. You might wonder what is 
behind someone's actions. Don't play a 
game; just ask. Keep interchanges as 
clear as possible now and for the next 
few weeks. Torught Where the action is. 
CAPRICORN (Doc. 22-Jan. 19) '  *

Take charge of a situatioa knovP  ̂
ing that much is out of control Whether 
work or a daily issue seems to be on 
rocky ground suddenly, it is your place to 
walk in and handle it. Note a tendency to' 
move a lot when you are tense Tonight 
A must show.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb 18)
#  Si Expect some misunderstandings 
in the next few weeks, but do all you can 
to avoid that type of hassle. (Tonñrm 
meetings Don't stand on ceremony, 
especially with loved ones and friends. 
Detach and look at the whole story 
Tonight: Take in new vistas.
PISCES (Feb 19-March 20)
♦  Defer to a trusted friend «  part
ner Right now, you might need some 
thinking time or time to review a person
al matter. Finances involving others 
could be like a seesaw You just m i^ t 
want to jump o ff Toni^t: Listenmg to 
suggestiofu doesn't mean you must say 
yes.

BORN TODAY
American Arctic explorer Robert Peary 
(1856), actor, director Orson Welles 
(1915), baseball player Willie Mays 
(1931)

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at 
www.jacqueluiebigar com.

C 2009 by King FeMum SyiKbcnte Inc

69 Mise.

ADVERTISING Ma
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News
MUST be placed
through the Pampa
News Office Only.

FURNITURE Qinic- 
Repair & Refinishing of 
All Furniture. Handy
man. House painting & 
decorating. 662-97(X)

NEW qu sz mattress set 
$279, other sizes. Red 
Bam. 1424 S. Barnes, 
10-5. Sat 665-2767.

PORTABLE Office 
Move in Ready! 806- 
358-9598.

SALON Equip.: chairs, 
stations, nail stations, 
cabinets, pictures. 806- 
662-7124,205-3661

89 Wanted To Buy

9 ^ U n f o r n ^ g i s ^ ^ ^

CLEAN I bdr., stove, 
refrig., completely ren
ovated, new carpet. All 
bills paid 886-1674

GWENDOLYN Plaza 
Apartment Spring Spe
cial $399 for first 
months rent. 665-1875.

% Unftim. Apts.

2325 Beech. 3.000 sq 
ft 3/3/2 $1495 mo 
Must have gixxl refer
ences. I yr. lease, .595- 
02.34

PICK up renul list, in 
Gray Box. al 125 S. 
Houston. Pampa.
NUMEROliS houses in 
Pampa area. 2 & 3 bdr 
houses. 2 bdr duplexes, 
I bdr apts. All reasona
bly priced. 665-4274

3 BedriHim 
1125 Terry Rd 

References Req 
440-1969

3 bdr., I ba, I car gar., 
1828 Wells Remod
eled. C h/a. $800 mo I 
yr. lease. 662-2029

NICE large 2 bedrtmm. 
Washer / Dryer hook
ups. New carpel 405 E. 
Browning 669-21.39 or 
663-6124

T U M B L E W E E D  
Acres, self storage 
units. Various sizes 
665-0079,665 2450

BIG Red Bam for sale! 
(^ ick  delivery. Porta- 
ble. 806-358-45.59

102 Bus. Rental

1105 Charles. 3 bdr.. I 
3/4 ba Very nice neigh- 
borhiHid Lrg. shop in 
back. No t)wner Fi
nancing $65,000 665- 
0.370 or 76(3447-8531

1616 N. Dwight Newly 
constructed 3/2/2 & of
fice Tmsiar Realty & 
Tinney Built Homes. 
GgO Winton. 6654595 
2 bdr., 2 car gar., con
crete cellar, double lot. 
o w e  662-7557.

2724
m a m

Great liK-alion! New
ly lenxxleled! 3.300 
sq. ft.. 4 bdr., 3.5 ba 
All new built-in ap ,̂ 
pliances. Hardwood' 
floors Plus apt. in 
back with 7(K) sq. ft 
that could be extra 
income

886-5754

£1;
LAKEVIEW Apt I & 
2 bdr. unfum. apt. Call 
for availability. Ref & 
deposit req. 6694386

Newly Remodeled 
All Utilities Paid 

No Deposit
1-2 bdrm. avail. NOW! 

Courtyard Apts 
817-909-4766

NICE 2 bdr , I b a . 
washer/dryer hookups, 
updates Quiet location. 
Austin Elem. No HUD. 
$550 mo., $550 dep. 
Call 663-0432
SPACIOUS 2 Bdr Apt 
Senior Citizen Dis
count Call 665-1875.
THE Schneider House, 
now leasing apts., I & 2 
bdr., utilities inci 120 
S. Russell or 665-0415.

LARGE Shop Bldg, for 
lease Great Downtown 
Location! Won't last 
665-1875

HIGHF2ST 
CASH PAID 
FOR HOUSES'
CALL 665 1875

NICE 2 bdr home. 10.3 
Burdett. Skellytown 
Owner fin. avail Gary, 
Trustar RE. 66.54,595

PANHANDLE .36(K) 
sq ft., 5 bdr . 35  ba., 
basement $189.9(K) 
Call for private show
ing. 806-4.3.3-16.50 or 
806-881-1047,

DOWNTOWN office 104 Lots 
space for rent Utilities 
& cleaning service pro
vided Ample parking 
669-6823

2 vacant lo(s for sale. 
1002. KXM Dwight 
662 0043 or 2.36-7731

102 Bus. Rental 106 Comi. Properly

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent 669-6841

COM M ERCIAL
PROPERTY

for Lease
H u \

Sell
Sa\ c

on Milliron Road 
call for more info

886-5754

114 Recre. Veh.

WE
house today in^any con 
dition Call 620-805 
I486

will buy^ your 
irian

rerni ! 
slides. $6500 Call 8(16 
930-9248

Subscribe Online!
669-2525

A X Y D L B A A X R  
is L O N G F E L L O W

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints, ^ c h  day the code letters are different.
5-5 CRYPTOQUOTE

V X J R D W O F D O Y L Q X I) () J S X CJ

Y J X Q R D  Z J S  D R D W Z Y G Q O X

Z J S  E V O Y  QI  l Y W J O X  D O J S X G

YJ  Y V A D  D R D W Z Y G Q O X  Z J S

G V R D .  — Y G J F V l  K D H H D W I J O  
Yesterday’s C rvptoquote: SATIRE IS A SORT OF 

GLASS, WHEREIN BEHOLDERS DO GENERALLY 
DISCOVER EVERYBODY'S FACE BUT THEIR 
OWN. — JONATHAN SWIFT

nSTrailerParits
T U M B L E W E E D  
Acres, Storm Shelters, 
fenced, slor bldg, avail 
66.5-(X)79,66.5-2450.

120 Autos

1999 Suburban 4 
Wheel Drive $25(X) 
obo Call Cody 662 
1841

121 Trucks
2(X)3 Dodge. Short bed, 
single cab 77.(XX) 
miles. $9000 806-662- 
789.3 or 806-835-2787

122 Motorcycles

2(X)5 4 wheeler, extras. 
g«H)d condition. very 
fa.st Call 6644241

FOR Sale: 2(X)6 Kawa
saki Vulcan 9(X) Classic 
LT. $6,800 Call (806) 
664-3311

I

Z]

Ú

Y o u r  G u i d e  to
‘-y'.

Local Beauty 
Frofesslonals

No Clouds Aloud 
Tanning

1506 N. Hobart 
665-4101

Chez Tanz
2137 N. Hobart 

669-6836

Above the Ciouds 
Beauty Salon

1405 N. Banks 
665-1101

LA Nails
Corona<do Center 

665-8424

Gel-Us Nails
Hwy 152 & Western 

669-6245

Hot Headz
All Purpose Salon 

1600 N. Hobart 
665-2233

Beauty 2000
329 N. Hobart 

665-6549

Tangles Hair Salon
2121 N. Hobart 

665-4422

A Cut Above
W e're A Full Service Salon! 

2000 N. Hobart 
665-4071

Massage Therapy
C athy Porter & Holly Albert 

1224 N. Hobart, Ste. #9 
669-0013

Is your salon not listed? 
Call Beverly at 669-2525 for 

Information.

http://www.jacqueluiebigar
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Battle continues over 
honors for soldier

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
— Texas legislators want 
Congress to right a wrong 
that they say was caused 
by bigotry denial of 
the Medal of Honor to an 
American war hero with 
roots in Mexico.

Marcelino Serna served 
valiantly in World War I 
and returned to Texas a 
military legend, but his 
advocates say he was 
bypassed for America’s 
highest military decoration 
because of his heritage and 
the fact that he spoke little 
i-nglish.

State Rep. Joe Pickett, 
D-El Paso, last week pre
sented a resolution on 
Serna’s case to the Texas 
Mouse Committee on 
Defense and Veterans’ 
Affairs. The resolu
tion would ask Congress 
to reconsider a Medal of 
Honor for Serna, who died 
in 1992 at age 95.

Ihe resolution has 
already cleared the state 
Senate and the House 
committee. It needs final 
approval from the full 
House to be presented to 
Congress.

Serna spoke almost no 
English when he enlisted 
in the Army, but after three 
weeks of training the Army 
shipped him across the 
Atlantic.

“Can you imagine that? 
A native of Chihuahua, 
Mexico, then Colorado, 
sent to England,” Pickett 
said.

When Army officers 
realized that Serna was 
a Mexican national, they 
offered him the chance 
to return home. A friend 
translated his answer — a 
firm “no.” Serna decided 
he would stay and fight for 
the United States.

He carried out his duties 
with uncommon valor. 
Army records stated that 
Serna killed three dozen 
enemy soldiers and cap
tured nearly the same num

ber.
Serna received a medal 

for bravery from the French 
government, the Croix de 
Guerre, the British Medal 
of Honor, the Italian 
Cross of Merit and two 
purple hearts, among other 
awards. But the U S. Medal 
of Honor, the rarest and 
most prestigious military 
decoration, eluded him.

After being discharged in 
1919, Serna settled in El 
Paso and became a U.S. 
citizen five years later. The 
legislators’ campaign is the 
latest in a series of attempts 
to get Serna the recognition 
they say he deserved all 
along.

As far back as 1995, 
former U.S. Rep. Ronald 
Coleman, D-Texas, 
introduced legislation 
in Congress to posthu
mously award Serna the 
Medal of Honor, but the 
bill stalled in committee. 
In 2004, Texas state Rep. 
Juan Manuel Escobar. 
D-K.ingsville, introduced a 
resolution asking Congress 
to back Serna for the Medal 
of Honor. That measure 
fizzled, too.

Mike Quiroz, a California 
businessman, discovered 
Serna’s compelling biogra
phy while researching the 
history of his own father, 
who also migrated from 
Mexico.

“I think it’s ingrained in 
our country’s history that 
we not forget those who 
served on the battlefield,” 
Quiroz said.

John Spahr, legisla
tive director of the Texas 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
said Serna’s case symbol
izes the difficulty many 
veterans face in receiving 
recognition for combat 
valor.

“There’s no real advocate 
for these veterans, espe
cially if it’s gone on for 
years and years,” Spahr 
said.

But the Department of

Defense and U.S. presi
dents have authorized 
Medals of Honor decades 
after the fact.

President Clinton in 
2000 awarded the Medal of 
Honor to former President 
Theodore Roosevelt 102 
years after Roosevelt 
led his volunteer Rough 
Riders into battle in the 
Spanish-American War. 
In 2001, Clinton award
ed the Medal of Honor to 
Andrew Jackson Smith, a 
black Union soldier in the 
Civil War, whose service 
occurred in 1864.

Clinton said Roosevelt 
and Smith originally were 
denied the Medal of Honor 
because of prejudice. 
Roosevelt, an outspoken 
man of privilege, had ene
mies in high places. Army 
leaders initially may have 
declined to honor Smith 
because of the color of his 
skin.

Military and political 
leaders are cautious about 
bestowing the Medal of 
Honor. Just 3,447 Medals 
of Honor have been award
ed to combat heroes since 
the Civil War.

President George 
W. Bush in June 2008 
awarded the most recent 
Medal of Honor to Army 
Spc. Ross McGinnis, a 
19-year-old from western 
Pennsylvania, who saved 
the lives of four buddies in 
Iraq by diving on a grenade 
that insurgents threw into 
their vehicle. McCiinnis 
died in the explosion.

Quiroz said he thinks 
about today’s soldiers as 
he seeks belated recogni
tion for Serna.

“Those soldiers that 
are returning and will be 
returning from the Middle 
East — we don’t want 
them to believe that any of 
them would have to wait 
100 years to receive rec
ognition, as this man did,” 
he said.

Texas looking for 
10 deadbeat parents

HOUSTON ( AP)— Texas authorities 
want the public’s help tracking down 
the state’s top 10 deadbeat parents, who 
together owe more than $521,000 in 
overdue child support payments.

Attorney General Greg Abbott 
released the 2009 list Monday, select
ing parents who officials say can take 
responsibility for their children but 
don’t. All the men and women on the 
list are wanted on civil or criminal war
rants and face Jail time and fines for 
failing to pay child support. They have 
missed court-mandated child support 
payments for at least six months.

“All of them are hiding, purposely 
eluding,” Janece Rolfe, spokeswoman 
for the attorney general’s child support 
division, said in a story Tuesday in the 
Houston Chronicle.

Topping the list was Jimmie 
McCullough. 49, who owes $133,866

for support of his two children in 
Fayetteville. He sometimes uses the 
alias of Randy McCullough and was 
last known to be in Texarkana. He has 
the names “Candy,” ’’Mandy,” and 
“Lisa” tattooed on his arms.

Two women are on the list — ranked 
seventh and eighth. Michelle Falco, 
39, owes $48,413 in payments for her 
two children in Richardson. Falco, 
is believed to live in Algonquin, 111. 
Angela Keller, 39, owes $45,017 for 
her two children in Houston.

Texas recently has had success in 
ensuring court-mandated child support 
payments. In the last fiscal year, $2.6 
billion in child support payments were 
recovered, according to the attorney 
general’s office. Three of last year’s 
top 10 evaders were located, Rolfe said.

Bill forces sex offenders 
to register online

Subscribe to The Pampa News Online! 
call Kera, 669-2525

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 
Registered sex offenders 
in Texas would have to 
list their e-mail addresses, 
cell phone numbers and 
any Internet IDs to law 
enforcement under a bill 
moving its way through the 
Legislature.

The bill is designed to let 
officials monitor what they 
are doing in cyberspace 
and remove the anonymity 
of the Internet.

“The more secret, the 
more private they can be, 
the more they can do their 
dastardly deeds,” said Sen. 
Florence Shapiro, a Plano 
Republican who sponsored 
the bill that passed the 
Senate on Monday and was 
sent to the House.

Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott joined 
Shapiro and Rep. Aaron 
Pena, D-Edinburg at a 
Capitol news conference 
Tuesday to support the bill. 
A Republican. Abbott has 
aggressively tracked sexual 
predators on the Internet.

Since 2003, Abbott’s 
Cyber Crimes Unit has 
arrested 105 people try
ing to arrange sex with 
investigators posing on the 
Internet as young children. 
Another 96 have been con

Dear Abby...
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: My
only child, “Lauren,” is 
16. Her boyfriend, “Scott,” 
treated her well when they 
first started dating a year 
ago. Now he talks down to 
her, makes fun of her and 
breaks up with her every 
other week for a few days. 
Lauren doesn’t talk to us 
about these break-ups or 
anything else. She talks to 
Scott’s mom and dad and 
believes everything they 
tell her.

l^uren used to be close 
to my sister and her kids, 
but now she ignores them. 
She would stay at Scott’s 
24/7 if we’d let her. She 
goes there even when he’s 
not home, and has asked if 
she could spend the night 
over there. Of course, we 
refused.

We’re not bad parents. 
Her friends all tell our 
daughter how lucky she is. 
Lauren has a nice car, pret
ty clothes and just about 
everything she wants. She 
doesn’t have chores, but 
she holds down a part-time 
job for spending money.

I don’t know why she 
allows Scott to disrespect 
her and why she has for
saken her family. We liked 
Scott and his family at first 
-  until they started turn
ing our daughter against 
us. She’ll be 18 before 
long, and I don’t want to 
lose my daughter. Help! 
-- TROUBLED MOM IN 
TENNESSEE

and just about everything 
she wants.” Nowhere in 
your letter did you mention 
discipline and accountabil
ity. “Chores” are for more 
than spending money. 
They reinforce the idea 
that a child is a contribut
ing member of the family.

Your daughter is 16, 
thinks she’s in love and 
has no experience. Scott’s 
behavior is emotionally 
abusive, and he breaks up 
with her regularly because 
he wants some freedom. 
I don’t know what your 
daughter is getting from 
Scott’s parents — perhaps 
it’s “hope” that their son 
really is Prince Charming. 
(Not.)

I applaud the fact that 
you didn’t allow your 
daughter to spend the night 
with him. There is still time 
for you and your husband 
to impose some rules in 
your home, and 1 hope you 
will do so. Family counsel
ing could help to open the 
lines of communication, 
and you should get some 
right away.

the offender know she’s 
broadcasting her daugh
ter’s private life to the 
entire office? One would 
think her many personal 
calls would weigh upon 
her conscience, but she 
seems oblivious.

Should I send an anon
ymous note, let the office 
manager deal with it or 
let it go? I’m ashamed to 
admit it, but 1 can’t wait to 
hear the next installment 
of “My Daughter Is Too 
Incompetent to Handle Her 
Own Life.” -  HOOKED

ON THE DRAMA

DEAR TROUBLED 
MOM: Your daughter “has 
a nice car, pretty clothes

DEAR ABBY: One of 
my co-workers has been 
conducting long phone 
calls with her newly mar
ried daughter, who seems 
to be having marital trou
bles. The conversations 
are interesting and quite 
personal. Sometimes I feel 
awkward hearing all the 
uncomfortable details, but 
the calls are impossible to 
ignore in our quiet little 
office.

How do I tactfully let
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victed of child pornogra
phy charges.

The registration bill is 
“another vitaal tool for 
cracking down on child 
predators who are using the 
Internet,” Abbott said.

The bill also requires 
some high-level offenders, 
for crimes such as rape and 
assault of a child, to be 
banned from using social 
networking sites such as 
My Space or Facebook as 
a condition of their parole. 
While some judges cur
rently ban such activity, it 
is not required under law.

Registered sex ofl'enders 
are required to give author
ities their home address 
and cell phone numbers. 
Under Shapiro’s bill, the 
registration form would be 
expanded to require any

Internet IDs as well as cell 
phone numbers.

The registry would have 
to be updated every time 
an offender gets a new 
cell phone number, e-mail 
address or other form of 
Internet ID, Abbott said.

The cell phone require
ment is critical because o( 
rapidly expanding technol
ogy that allows cell phone 
users to access the Internet 
or send text messages and 
exchange photographs, 
Pena said.

The information would 
be kept with law enforce
ment and could be shared 
with Internet providers. It 
would not be public infor
mation.

DEAR HOOKED: How 
well do you know your co
worker? If you’re at all 
friendly, do her a favor 
and tell her the phone calls 
have become a topic of 
conversation in the office. 
If you arc not close and the 
calls keep you from get
ting your work done, then 
say something to the office 
manager because what the 
woman is doing is unpro
fessional.

Answer to yesterday's puzzle:

O
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4 8 3 6 7 5 2 1 9
6 1 5 4 9 2 3 8 7
2 7 9 3 1 8 5 4 6
3 5 6 2 8 7 4 9 1
8 9 7 1 5 4 6 2 3
1 2 4 9 6 3 8 7 5
7 4 8 5 3 9 1 6 2
5 6 2 7 4 1 9 3 8
9 3 1 8 2 6 7 5 4

1 9 2 6
6 5 9 1

4
9 8 1

2 3 8
2 5 6

5 9 1 2 4
7 6 9

2 1 4 9
Laval:

CHICKEN FRIED 
STEAK MEAL

Merlin & Staff a A  your
pharmacy needs. Feel freS io  ask an! 
questions! Plus, as a cusU 
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are hers for you day ana night.
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