
J C J E

C o n s e r v a t io n is t  Of

ALLEN VANDIVERE (right) and his son WAYNE check 
stubble in a field of harvested grain sorghum. The VANDI
VE RES leave sorghum stubble standing through the winter 
to protect the land from wind damage, to trap snow, and to 
reduce moisture loss by evaporation.

Allen and Wayne Vandivere 
can rightfully be described as 
men with vision and a genuine 
feel for the land. Their per
formance in conservation and 
sound land use has won this 
father-son team recognition 
as Conservationists of the 
Year in Dawson County.

Allen Vandivere and his son 
Wayne farm 1440 acres of land 
twelve miles northeast of La- 
mesa. All their land is dry
land, so saving precious mois
ture is critical. Minimum till
age, crop rotations, and terr
acing are the key parts in the 
Vandiveres’ conservation pro
gram.

Minimum tillage, a farming 
practice widely acclammedfor 
preventing erosion, saving 
moisture and reducing farm 
expenses, is generally regard
ed as a “ new”  farming con
cept. The Vandiveres have 
been using the principle for 
years, with excellent results.

“ When I was a boy,”  Allen 
recalls, “ farmers would talk 
about plowing to make the 
moisture rise, or to aerate 
the soil. Over the years, we 
learned that if you’re plowing 
and not killing weeds, you’re 
probably wasting time.”

Atypical til’age sequence for 
the Vandiveres begins like 
this: Following sorghum har
vest, a heavy duty chisel is 
pulled at an angle across the 
rows. (To save as much stub
ble as possible, stalks are not 
shredded.) Chisels are raised 
from the ground when crossing 
terraces in order to avoid pull
ing down the terrace ridge. 
Nothing else is done until April 
when the land is listed,.

After listing, the land may 
be knifed once or twice before 
planting, but only if needed to 
kill weeds. Cotton is planted 
with a lister planter and pre
emergence herbicide is  band
ed at the same time. There 
is still a lot of residue on 
the surface to protect young- 
plants from blowing sand. Af
ter the crop is up, knifing or 
cultivating is done only as 
needed to kill weeds in the 
middles, and ususlly is need
ed only two or three times. 
Wayne says he and his dad 
have used chisel plows “ ever 
since I can rem em ber.”  In 
past years they sometimes 
plowed with a moldboard, but 
now that stronger plows and 
bigger tractors are available, 
they almost never use a mold- 
board. In comparing the me
rits of a chisel versus a mold- 
board plow, Wayne says the 
chisel is faster, saves more 
moisture, arid protects the land 
longer because plant cover is 
left.

The Vandiveres have been 
cooperators with the Dawson 
Con servation District since 
1948. In 1951, they built ter
race systems on all the land 
they farmed. In 1970, Wayne 
started using the newparal'el 
terraces. With technical help 
through his District and cost- 
share help through the Great 
Plains Conservation Program, 
he built 20 thousand feet of 
parallel terraces on the 80 
acre farm he owns.

“ If I were to choose a single 
conservation practice as our 
most important, it would be 
terracing,”  Wayne said. 
“ Terraces hold rainfall and

The Y e a r
prevent water erosion, and 
they also do much to reduce 
wind errosion.”  He explained 
that terrace ridges act as 
small windbreaks, and wind 
can’t sweep down the rows very 
far because they are con
toured.

Shortly after Wayne com
pleted his parallel terraces, 
Allen signed a Great Plains 
contract on a 320 acre farm 
he had purchased. The crop
land needed 66 thousand feet 
of parallel terraces, and Allen 
built them all the first year 
of his contract. “ We find 
parallel terraces much faster 
to work than regular contour 
terraces,”  Allen says, “ Ex
cept for being slightly slower 
at planting time, we can work 
these two farms about as fast 
as flat land without terraces.”

The Vandiveres keep a few 
head of cattle on their farms 
to graze small patches of 
grassland. Hybrid Sudan is 
planted for supplemental graz
ing and for hay.

Working at odd times or 
when the weather keeps them 
out of the fields, the Vandi
veres have become quite skill
ed as carpenters.

As might be expected, these 
two families are also busy in 
community and church activi
ties. Wayne has served as ASC 
Community Committeeman for 
several years, and was elected 
to the County Committee over 
a year ago.

They are members of the 
First Baptist Church at O'Don- 
nel, where Wayne is Sunday 
School Director. His wife, La 
Rue is coordinator for the pre
school division and sings in 
the choir. Allen and his wife 
Mildred both teach in Sunday 
School and Allen also serves on 
the Board of Deacons.

When they aren’ t busy with 
farming, building, or church 
work the Vandiveres enjoy 
family fishing trips to Lake 
Whitney and other Texas lakes. 
Wayne admits to being partial 
to his own bed, however, “ I‘d 
like to travel a lot if I could 
be home every night,”  he 
laughed. Another favorite 
pastime for Wayne and LaRue 
is attending gospel singings at 
area towns.

Anyone visiting with the 
Vandiveres is sure to be im
pressed by their unassuming 
manner. Yet there is an un
mistakable quality of dignity 
and confidence present as they 
go about their work. You know 
that here are people who love 
the land and are devoted to 
its care.

x x x x x x x x x x ,
L e t t e r
Dear Editor:

What preposterous assump
tions were made at the recent 
Texas Constitutional Revision 
Commission hearing held at 
Lubbock!

With the latest revelations of 
skulduggery in the Watergate 
affair how can a public ser
vant believe that the public will 
tolerate more centralization of 
power? Our present practice 
of electing our public officials 
assures the American citizen 
of a check and balance system 
unequaled by any other nation 
in the world. While it may 
be true that anyone can be 
elected regardless of his qual
ifications, this we know only 
too well, it is true that anyone 
can also be defeated. The 
citizens rights of dissent and 
skepticism are fortified by his 
right to vote for the people that 
serve him. This should not 
be taken away from him While 
“ politics”  can become corrupt 
and dirty, the American demo
cratic system is sound, and 
should be preserved - -  and 
frequent election of public off
icials is the basic principle of 
that system.

Sincerely,
Janies E. Smith

S c U fo s ii& l
Having two college students 

and two teen-agers still at home, 
all four of whom enjoy having 
a house full of guests, I have 
had an apportunity of being“ in”  
on a lot of friendly but some
times heated discussions.

One which I always felt I 
was weak on (but never de
feated) was the use of mari
juana. “ It’s no worse than 
alcohol” , the kids say. “ MAY
BE” , I say, “ but it took 200 
years to determine that tobac
co was ‘hazardous to your he
alth’ . Why start a habit you 
might regret? Besides IT IS 
ILLEGAL.”  And of course, 
this is the root of the dis
cussion — whether to legal
ize it or not.

It looks as if that is just what 
they are going to do. Legal
ize Marijuana.

Well, now we have some real 
ammunition. In the May 2, 
1973 issue of the Borden Star 
we published an article accus
ing marijuana as the possible 
culprit of breaking down chro- 

mosones. According to M.A. 
Stencher of the University of 
Utah Medical Center, thisCOU- 
LD mean that marijuana use is 
related to birth defects and 
cancer.

Granted, further study needs 
to be done. But as long as

there is the least possibility 
of marijuana being guilty, all 
legislation for legalization sh
ould be tabled and penalties 
for it ’s use increased and in- 
forced!

What really baffles and irr i
tates me is the obscurity of 
the announcement. I doubt 
that you had read a thing about 
it. Unlike the use of DES 
in feed lots, or even the Water
gate affair, the press did not 

feel it important enough for 
front page coverage. And we 
are talking about the l'=alth of 
our grandchildren!

Since the studydoesn’t seem 
to merit a Senate investigation 
or even daily coverage, I feel 
we must do our part to put it 
in it’s proper perspective. I 
therefore urge you to write Sen. 
John Tower and Congressmen 
Omar Burleson in Washington 
as well as Gov. Dolph Briscoe. 
Congressman Renal Rosson, 
and Sen. Doc Blanchard in Au- 
tin. If you would like copies 
of the article printed in the 
Borden Star to support your 
letter, we will be happy to 
oblige.

S n y d e r  Jr .  
R o d e o

The second annual Snyder 
Junior Rodeo, sponsored by the 
Scurry County Rodeo Associa
tion will be held Friday and 
Saturday, May 25 and 26 at 
the Snyder rodeo arena. It 
is approved by the American 
Junior Rodeo Association, and 
is also open to area residents.

There will be three age gro
ups for both boys and girls: 
8 through 12, 13 through 15, 
and 16 through 19. Awards 
will be given to all-around cow
boy and cowgirl in each group.

Entry blanks and fees can be 
mailed to Sidney Johnson, 3611 
Avenue X, Snyder, Texas. 79549. 
Information as to when contes
tants are to perform will be 
available Thursday, May 24, 
Just call Sidney Johnson at 915- 
573-3236 or 915-573-9731.

B i b l e
S c h o o l

The First Baptist Church of 
Gail is sponsoring a Vacation 
Bible School for young people .

There will be classes for 
pre-schoolers, elementary and 
high school students. The 
classes will begin May 28 and 
continue through June 1 st. 
starting at 8:30 and ending at 
11:30 a.m. each day. There will 
be Bible study and crafts. Re
freshments will be served. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.
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SUE ANN HANCOCK

EDDIE FRANK PARKS

TOMMY GENE PATTERSON LARRY EDWARD SIMER RICHARD ALLEN SMITH BEN ANDREW THOMPSON

DARIN TUCKER KATHY SUE UNDERWOOD DANA JILL WESTBROOK MARIA GUADELUPE VIDAL JOE DON ZANT
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Junior High Graduates

TRICIA GALE JACKSON ELIZABETH LEDBETTER JACKIE LYNN LOCKHART HUB HAD McLEROY

KRISTY LeMAYE SMITH

VASIY BENAVIDEZ GENE WESLEY COOLEY PETE GONZALES GAY ANN GRIFFIN
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Borden County School News

KUMPEH HOOM PARTICIPANTS

R o m p e r R o o m
Sixteen excited children att

ended Borden County Schools, 
Friday, May 18, for a Romper 
Room Day.

Through recent years, this 
event has become an annual oc 
casion for the Homemaking I 
class. The purpose of this pro
ject was to study and analyze 
the development of children be
tween the ages of three and 
five.

The preschoolers were enter
tained with activities such as 
stories, songs, and games di
rected by the Homemaking stu
dents. Refreshments were then 
served to Dana Gray, Brice and 
Ray Lynn Key, Eddie Pylant, 
Julie Ridenour, Mindy Williams 
Stephanie Haegelin, Carl and 
Wayne Daugherty, Bradley 
Tucker, Mickey Burkett, John 
Stephens, Garry Smith, Vance 
Self, Leigh and Leddie Doyle .

Members of the Home Econ
omics I class who were in char
ge of Romper Room are Don- 
elle Jones, Philena Farmer, 
Cindy Beaver, Bica Baeza, Mary 
Ledbetter, Wanda Johnson, Dei - 
dre Tucker, and Debbie Herring.

Swim Party
A swimming party for the sev

enth and eighth grade classes 
was sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. 
Ross Westbrook, Mr. & Mrs. 
James McLeroy, Mr. & Mrs. 
Rusty Yadon and Mrs. Rube 
Smith, Friday May 18, after 
school.

The group of 42 students left 
Gail as soon as school was dis
missed. They arrived in Big 
Spring around 4:45 P.M. and 
swam at the Holiday Inn pool, 
had supper at Furrs Cafeteria, 
then played miniature golf. The 
buses arrived back in Gail about 
10:45 P.M.

B o a r d
M i n u t e s
The Board of Trustees met 

on May 21, 1973 at 8:00 P.M. 
in a regular session.

The meeting was called to 
order and the minutes of the 
last meeting were read and ap
proved. The May bills were 
considered for payment. The 
motion carried to pay the bills. 
Superintendent’s Report

.1. The board reviewed and 
approved the year-to-date fin
ancial report. . ,

2. Superintendent McLeroy 
reviewed summer work of sch
ool buildings, teacherages, and 
s c h o o l grou n d s.

3. Superintendent McLeroy 
reviewed current transportation
status and recommended taking 
bids to purchase three buses 
for the 1973-1974 school year. 
The motion carried to take btds 
for three buses.

The motion also carried 
i;o purchase a replacement ve
h ic le  for the 1963 Chevrolet 
wagon used for busing purposes.

Equalization Board
The motion carried unan

imously to appoint Pat Hensley, 
Nathan Zant, and Brent Murphy 
to the Borden County Indepen
dent School District Board of 
Equalization for the 1973-1974 
term.
New Salary Schedule for 73-74 

The Board approved a new 
salary schedule for teaching 
personnel. The new schedule is 
designed to attract and hold 
quality personnel.

Adjourn
There being no further bus

iness the :meeting: was adjour
ned.

O p e n  H o u s e  
H e l d

The Borden Home Economics 
classes held an open house 
Thursday May 17, from 9:00. till 
10:30 a.m. in the Homemaking 
Department.

Each class had some of the 
work they had done on display. 
The eighth grade exhibited var
ious craft projects, and aprons 
they had made during their sew
ing unit.

The ninth grade displayed 
clothing they had made and art
icles for their “ RomperRoom” , 
which was held Friday morning.

Exhibits by the tenth grade 
were crochet, candles and art
icles used in the baby unit.

The eleventh grade displayed 
the furniture they had refinish
ed. They had pictures of each 
before and after, also notes des
cribing the steps taken in the re 
finishing. They also provided 
the refreshments of coffee, 
punch, cake and cookies.

The open house brought out 
approximately forty guests to 
view the various projects. The 
Home Economics classes app
reciate the support of the Bor
den County residents.

H i g h  S c h o o l  T w i r l e r s

MARTHA ANDERSON TRICIA JACKSON 
COYOTE MARCHING BAND TWIRLERS

girls will go to Cisco twirl
ing camp this summer and per
form in pep rallies, half-time 
shows at football games, and 
Interscholastic League twirling 
contests next year.

Drum major for the band will 
be Kern Lockhart, a Junior.

Borden High School twirlers 
for the 1973-74 school year 
were elected Wednesday, May 
9th.

Twirlers chosen were Tricia 
Jackson, Freshman, and Martha 
Anderson, 8th grader. These

MRS. RAY HERRING and son 
CLAY enjoy visiting with Mrs. 
Mickey McMeans at the OPEN
HOUSE.

F i e l d  T r i p
The eight grade class of Bor

den Junior High School left Ga
il Wednesday afternoon, May 
16, enroute to Big Spring for 
a field trip to the Big Spring 
Herald.

The group learned how in
formation is gathered and pri
nted as they were guided through 
the offices, the news room, 
the press room, the circulation 
department, and the studio by 
a news reporter.

After the tour of the news
paper, the class visited the Her
itage Museum where the theme

of the current exhibit is the 
oil industry. They also enjoy
ed the display of western art.

Following the tours the group 
enjoyed refreshments at the Da
iry Queen and returned to Sc
hool.

C l a s s  P a r t y
The sixth grade of Borden 

Junior High School enjoyed a 
class party Saturday afternoon. 
The party was sponsored by 
several mothers of the sixth 
graders.
The class, with the sponsors, 

traveled to Big Spring where 
they swam at Holiday Inn, shop
ped at T G & Y, and ate at 
Denny’s Restaurant.

Those attending the party 
were Pennye Thompson, Lisa 
McLeroy, Rhesa Wolf, Sylvia 
Skelton, Blane Dyess, Perry 
Smith, Travis Rinehart, Ray 
Don Underwood, Brent Rhoton, 
Sid Westbrook, Barney Cock- 
rum; also attending were Gena 
McLeroy and Jym Rinehart.

I N V I T A T I O N
Everyone is invited to a re

ception for the graduating eigh
th grade class Friday night fol
lowing the graduation exercises. 
The reception will be held in 
the Posse building and refresh
ments will be served.

Club
M e e t s

The Borden County 4-H Club 
met on May 21, 1973. Dorothy 
Browne was there to tell about 
the new 4-H center being built 
in Brownwood. We also, elect
ed senior and junior officers for 
the coming year.

The new senior officers are; 
President— FRANK FARMER- 
Vice President— MELISA TAY
LOR, Sevretary-Treasurer------
CLAUDIA SWANN, Reporter— 
RHONDA PATTERSON.

The Junior officers are as 
follows: President— PERRY
SMITH, Vice-Rresident----------
RICHARD LONG, Treasurer—  
MARTHA ANDERSON, Reporter 
LISA HENSLEY

The club also elected two de
legates to go as club represen
tatives. They are Gay Griffin 
and Janice Browne. Last, the 
club chose the eight club mem
bers to go to the Leadership 
camp in Leveland, Texas. They 
were, Gay Griffin, Kristy Smith 
Sue Hancock, Dana Westbrook, 
Patrick Toombs, Eurdist Rine
hart, Wendell Stroup, and Frank 
Farmer.

Fluvanna Seniors

JOE BILANO RICHARD GILL VICKI JONES STEVE BEAVER LARRY WHITE STEVE DAUGHERTY
The SENIOR CLASS of FLUVANNA HIGH SCHOOL held it ’s Com
mence Exercises Tuesday evening, May 22. CONGRATULATIONS!
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R oam in ’s R ou n d  Tow n

Parents are prone to turn 
blue in the face and sputter 
all kinds of threats when the 
kids aren’t doing well in sch
ool. In some cases, the def
iciency is due to lack of ap
titude,but, for most, the kid 
hasn’ t been applying any atten
tion to his texts. Well, it turns 
out that Jr. has a perfect ri
ght to close his mind to a lot 
of current texts (calculus being 
an exception).

There is a dedicated woman 
from Longview, Texas, who has 
spent ten years researching and 
watchdogging texts which have 
been, are being and will be 
proposed to the State Board of 
Education. She needs help, and 
is advising all parents to take 
a searching look at their child
ren ’s textbooks. Many poor 
and even subliminal texts have 
been accepted by the State, 
but it has not been due to Mrs. 
Gabler’s ineffectiveness. She 
has, been there each time with 
a critique but she can’t do 
it alone.

A major concern for the daunt
less lady - and any of us who 
have proofread a recent text 
is the philosopiy prevalent in 
social studies. There seems to 
be a concerted effort to divide 
the children from their parents.

Mrs. Gabler points a finger to 
a series which has not been 
approved by the State Board 
but is being used (illegally) 
as a pilot program in several 
schools across Texas at least. 
“ Man, A Course of Study”  is 
the series. It is written by 
psychologists rather than ed
ucators, who are “ not inter
ested in knowledge but only 
in changing child behavior” .

Another baddy is Allyn and 
Bacon’s “ The People Make a 
Nation” , Volumes I and II. He
re is a quote; “ Write a speech 
of persuasion in which you use 
selected details to convince your 
parents to increase your allo
wance; to give permission to 
stay out late at night; to have 
friends at home when nobody 
else is home; to allow you to 
wear any type of clothing to 
school” . Well now, no wonder 
we have the teen age rebels 
they have been carefully taught.

Wonder what the objection is 
to teaching children to respect 
and please their parents and to 
help them to advance themsel
ves? One series teaches kiddos 
how to apply for welfare. And 
don’t think that lesson has gone 
unheeded. I know of college kids 
from affluent families who are 
applying for and receiving food 
stamps.

So let’ s direct our redand blue 
faces to the State Board of 
Education. Investigate what y- 
our Jr. is issued as a text. 
If it is not good education, 
speak to your local school bo
ard and follow up with a letter 
to the State Board. Few of 
the folks sitting on local boards 
bother to read what we are 
paying for. And I for one turn 
blue thinking about the damage 
being done to generations of 
future leaders and opinion mol- 
ders.

Travis Walker of Paris, Tex. 
has been visiting friends and 
relatives in Gail this past week.

Vivian and Pauline Clark, 
Joe and Sibyl Gilmore of Gail, 
Dick and Bonnie Cornett of 
Hobbs, New Mexico, Robert and 
Sara Mennix and boys of Lake 
Tomas and Milton and Ruby 
Woodward of Justiceburg, met 
at the home of Bud,Willie
and Rita Cornett at Lake Tho
mas for a musical on Tuesday 
night. Vivian, Joe, Robert, 
and Willie provided the music.

GRADUATE

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Turner 
attended the graduation. Satur
day night, May 19, of their 
daughter and son-in-law, Dana 
and Zane Curry. They grad
uated from North STexas State 
in Denton, Texas. Dana was 
recogzized as one of the honor . 
students. Also attending 
were Mrs. J.M. Turner, Mr. 
and Mrs. Blane Turner and their 
children, Brick and Kim.

Congratulations! to Dana and 
Zane. They were 1968 grad
uates of Borden High School.

On May 5th Randy George 
received his degree in Animal 
Science at the commencement 
service of A.&.M. University. 
Attending were Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Ludecke and Lisa. Randy 
will start working on his Mas
ters degree at the beginning of 
the 1973 fall semester and be
come manager of the Swine Cen
ter at the A.&.M. University.

Mr. & Mrs. Ira Hagins, Ran
dy & Leslie, Gail, Mr. & Mrs. 
Steve Cole, Irving, and Mr. & 
Mrs. Freddie Hagins Midland 
attended a house warming for 
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Hagins who 
have purchased a new home in 
Midland.

Visiting Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 
McHenry and Diane last week 
were Mrs. Gerald Hilley, Jeff 
and Cheryl of Boaz, Alabama; 
Mr. and Mrs. Douce Garrard 
of Lubbock; "nd **tke McHenry. 
The group toured Carlsbad Cav
erns during their visit. Mile 
who is  in the Air Force, has 
finished his schooling in Den
ver, Colorado and will be st
ationed in Orlando, Florida at 
McCoy Air Force Base.

John and Katherine Stephens 
had as visitors in their home, 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hess of 
Snyder; and Mrs. Marie Teeter 
and Mrs. Thurman Wells of 
O’Donnell.

DEAN'S LIST

Debra Jones has been named 
to the Dean’s List for the spring 
semester at Angelo State Un
iversity. Debra also made the 
Dean’s List for the fall sem
ester and plans to continue 
her studies at Angelo State.

Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Shortes 
of North Pole, Alaska are visit
ing this week with John & Jack
ie Shortes in Gail. This is 
the first time John has seen 
his parents in six years. Other 
visitors of the Shortes over the 
week-end were John’s Grand
father H.G. Shortes, Big Spring 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Suuint and 
family, Laredo, BusCornettand 
family, Vic Cornett and family 
all of Lamesa.

Ken Don Jones is home for 
the summer. Ken Don attended 
Baylor University this past year 
and will transfer to Texas Tech.

Mrs. Martha Thompson and 
daughter Dorthy LaFern and 
Mrs. Mattie Crook spent Mo
ther’s Day week-end with re 
latives at Corpus.

S W T )

FISHING
COLEM AN RANCH

On Highway 80 8V2 Mi. West of Gail
23 Mi. East of Lamesa 

Bait Available

Open to Public
D

1
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HOWARD S ER V IC E & S U P P LY
Plastic Pipe—Fittings, Ranch Lines Layed 
Ditching —Trenching—Cesspool Pumping 
Small Pumps—Water Softeners

Lamesa, Texas

Some cause happiness 
wherever they go; others 
whenever they go.

R O Y M OTOR CO .
S A L E S  a  S E R V I C E  

L A M E S A .  T E X A S

PHONE 872 -5484  
16 11 N. DALLAS

O’Donnell Baccalaureate Today
O’DONNELL (Special) 

Ralph Odom, pastor of First 
United Methodist Church, will 
deliver the address at the 
O’Donnell High School Bacca
laureate Service at 8 p.m. to
day in the high school audito
rium.

A former Lubbock mayor, Dr. 
James H. Granberry, will be 
the speaker at the commence
ment exercises Thursday,' also 
at 8 p.m. in the auditorium.

The valedictorian is Pamela 
Sue Allen with a grade point 
average of 93.16. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred Allen of Rt. 2, O’Donnell.

The salutatorian is Connie 
Gale Kizer. daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cecil Kizer of Rt. 5

Tahoka. Miss Kizer has an av
erage of 90.12.

Highest ranking boy is Robby 
Wayne Vestal with a GPA of 
89.28. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Vestal of Rt. 2, 
O’Donnell.

ALLEN KIZER

M useum  News

GRAHAM HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUB OF POST
Seven members of the Graham 

Home Demonstration Club of 
Post were on a tour of inter
esting places around the coun
try side. They stopped by 
the Borden Co. Museum where

refreshments of coffee, and coke 
and cookies were served to the 
following: Jewell Parrish, Nona 
Lusk, Lucille Bush, Viva Davis, 
Pearl Wallace, Louise Robinson 
and Iva Edwards.

S f a z t t t d A

200 N. W. 3rd.

Big Spring, Texas

Specializing in 
M EXICAN  FOOD 
and STEA K S

Drive-In

P H A R M A C Y
305 West 16th Big Spring

Phone 263-1751
Bennett Brooke Paul Keele
Res. Phone 267-7384 263-4416



Coyote
Hunting

Both the Senate and the House 
of Representatives have passed 
a bill which would permit'tak
ing of predatory animals by air
craft.

State Rep. Renal B. Rosson 
of Snyder, co-sponsor of the 
House companion bill, reported 
that the House passed the Sen
ate-approved measure lastweek 
and now needs only the Gov
ernor’s signature to make it 
final.

Rep. Rosson said the bill be
came necessary because of fed-- 
eral restrictions put on the use 
of poisons and cyanide guns in 
controlling coyotes, bobcats and 
other predatory animals which 
have caused serious losses to 
sheep and cattle men in Texas 
Rosson noted that the opposit
ion stemmed from persons who 
did not understand the damage 
that such predators could in
flict and had brought on the fed
eral laws, but Texas legislators 
had worked to rectify some of 
the inequities.

Under the bill, the Parks and 
Wildlife Department may issue 
permits for predatory animal 
control by the use of aircraft 
if the Department finds that the 
action is necessary to protect 
land, water, wildlife, livestock, 
domestic animals, human life 
or crops. The permit shall 
specify the number of predatory 
animals and the types that may 
be taken and the area in which 
it is allowed.

An applicant for a permit 
must file an affidavit stating 
the reason why a permit should 
be issued, and specify the num
ber and type of animals to be 
taken and the location. The 
application, costing $5, will be 
valid for one year or sooner if 
the number of predators listed 
is taken. Permits may also 
be renewed.

O bituaries
O. D. ENGLE

O. D. Engle, a retired Texas 
and Pacific Railway engineer 
died Saturday night at a local 
hospital, in Big Springs.

Services were held at 4;30 
p.m. Monday at Nalley-Pickle 
Rosewood Chapel with burial 
in Mount Olive Cemetery.

Survivors include his wife, 
Nina; two sons, Clifford Eng
le, Houston; Howard Engle, Ad- 
rean; two daughters, Miss Luc
ille Engle, Big Spring; Mrs. 
Lanell M orris, Big Spring; and 
five grandchildren.

MRS. NANCY TAYLOR
Funeral services for Mrs. 

Nancy Elizabeth Taylor,
84, were conducted at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at the First Unit
ed Methodist Church of Tahoka.

Mrs. Taylor was a former 
Lubbock resident who was 
also a early day resident of 
Lynn County.

Survivors are: three daugh
ters, including Mrs. Weldon 
Hancock of Route One, O’Don
nell; two sons; three sisters, 
15 grandchildren; 14 great
grandchildren and 2 great- 
great-grandchildren.

Farewell Dinner
Sunday, May 20, a farewell 

dinner was given for Brother 
Crawford, pastor of the Gail 
Baptist Church. The youth de
partment brought special music. 
Kristy Smith and Steve McMeans 
accompanied them on the guitars 
and Jo Ann Martin played the 
piano. A gift was presented to 
Brother Crawford .Thegiftwas 
an engraved tray, coffee ser
vice and love offering. Lunch 
was served to about 60 people.

M o r e  L o c a l s
Stephanie Stephens’ , daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Stephens, 
guest Thursday night was Lindy 
Doyle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Doyle of Gail.

Visiting Dee and Willie Bur
ras Sunday, were her brother 
and niece, Toad Monroe and 
Lora of Sweetwater.

Joe Don Zant is recovering 
at home after a short stay in 
a local hospital.

Mr. Murle Cox of Ajo, A ri
zona, is on vacation and is 
visiting in Gail with his bro
ther and nephew, Don and Rex 
Cox.

Mrs. Gussie Williams, Ta
hoka, visited Sunday with her 
daughter and family Mr. & Mrs. 
Pat Hensley and attended Lesa’s 
piano recital.

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Cox 
visited in the home of Billie 
and Dotty Wills Sunday and at
tended church services with 
them.

Mrs. Leon Autry visited 
with her mother Mrs. Jointer 
of Abilene, Sunday.

Mrs. Sam Armstrong is visit
ing in the Max von Roeder 
home west of Snyder.

Mrs. T. J. Sterling is visit
ing with relatives at Lubbock.

Mr. and Mrs. Wright Huddle
ston visited Wednesday with her 
sister Mrs. Bama Clark Murphy 
at Colorado City.

Mrs. Ruth Weathers visited 
the Internal Reverue Tax Of - 
fice at Big Spring , Monday in 
the interest of the Borden Co. 
Museum at Gail, a non-profit 
organization.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Franklin 
and two children were week
end visitors of the lady’s par
ents at Jayton.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Smith 
of Waco and Alan Smith of 
Snyder were Saturday night 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Johnny 
Ezell at Lubbock.

Mr, and Mrs. Bill Hood and 
:even were week-end fish

erman at Lake Spence, Robert 
Lee over the week-end with a 
small catch to report.

Glyn Ed Murphy of Breck- 
enridge visited Saturday with 
his mother Mrs. W. Ed Murphy 
of Lake Thomas area.

Miss Suzanne Cotten of Lub
bock is spending this week with 
Dorothy and Janice Browne.

Mrs. Sid Reeder visited in 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Sidney Wilcox the past week
end. Mindy Wilcox came home 
with her Grandmother to spend 
the week visiting.

Mr. and Mrs. Norval Cunn
ingham spent the weekend in 
Lubbock. They were visiting 
with Mr. Cunningham’s brother 
who recently underwentsurgery, 
at Methodist Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Cunning
ham of Burkburnett visited Sun
day with the Larry Smith’s.

CLUB MEETS

The Gail Homemakers club 
met last Saturday for the last 
meeting of the year until Sept
ember. This meeting honored 
the members’ families. Ice
cream and cake were served.

The group enjoyed a poem 
written and read by Wanda 
Smith entitled, “ The Week af
ter Christmas in Gail.”  Then 
the men played dominoes while 
the women visited.

HOSPITALIZED

Mrs. Bert Massingill has re
cently undergone surgery and 
is in Room 330, Saint Mary’s 
Catholic Hospital, Lubbock, 
Texas.

Ira Hagins recieved treatment 
at Methodists Hospital in Lub
bock last week. His recent heart 
attack has left him with 60% 
damage to the left side and 40% 
damage to the right side of his 
heart.

BIG SPRING HEALTH FOOD CENTER
1305 SCURRY ST.

BIG SPRING; TEX. 79720

YOUR JOHN D EER E 

D EALER
IN

O 'D O N N E L L , TEXAS

WAYLAND TAYLOR INC.
O 'D O N N ELL. T E X . Ph- 428-3245
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Round-U
IT’S ROUND UP TIME AGAIN 

Each year at this time, West 
Texas Boys’ Ranch of San An
gelo holds a roundup. If you 
have a animal you want to 
donate, you may deliver it to 
the ranch or you may contact 
them and they will pick it up. 
You might have a horse and 
saddle your children have out
grown and such gifts would be 
greatly appreciated. The per- 
sonel at the Ranch invite each 
of you to visit the ranch and 
see how it is operated -  and 
you might do this at the same 
time you give your donation.
If you wish you may give mon
ey and it can be made in the 
form of a memorial. The mem
orials may be given at any time 
of the year.
The following Borden Cpunty 
citizens have contributed so far

p  T i m e
this year: Mr. and Mrs. Doyle 
Newton, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Beaver, Mr. and Mrs. T.L. 
Griffin, II, Mr. and Mrs. Jam
es E. amith, Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Rich 
Anderson. .Mr. and Mrs. Bert 
Dennis, Becky Miller, and Cody 
Newton.

The motto for the ranch 
is DON'T BRAND A BOY - 
BUILD A MAN and with your 
help that is just what they are 
doing. It will do your heart 
good to visit these boys at the 
ranch - and remember - all 
your gifts are tax deductible!

You may send your donation 
to Bert Dennis, Wagon Boss 
for 1973 , Box 97, Gail, Texas. 
79738, or West Texas Boys 
Ranch, P.O. Box 3568, San An
gelo, Texas, 76901.

Gift in Memory of ( Please print) .............................
Name Town

Please send Memorial Card to: ...............................
Name Address Town

This Memorial Gift of $ ......................... isgiven by:

Name Address Town
Mail this information to W EST T E X A S  BOYS
RANCH
P.O. Box 3568
San Angelo, Tex 76901

L0TR’ BURGER
Phone 573-2922

3900 C O LLE G E flVE. S N Y D E R , T EX A S

Merle Norman Studio
Graduation Gifts

Men’ s line of Colonges
Jewelry

La mesa, Texas 
872-3161

distinctive gifts

Modesta's

602 Main

Big Spring



1.052 million head, up to 1.5 
percent i t V'73. This is the 
first increase in world' sheep 
numbers since 1969. It is due 
primarily to higher world wool 
prices, which doubled in 1972. 
The largest increases were in 
Australia and Argentina.

L e ad e r

back row: MIKE FERGUSON, JOHNNY GASS, TUTT GARNETT, 
AND BUTCH BODIE. front row: JIM FULLER, JOE ANDERSON, 
Coach, VAN RIGSBY, and MIKE CATHEY

Rustlers ride 
Kansas plains

Rustlers spurred by high 
meat prices are riding the 
pastures and invading the feed- 
lots of Kansas stockmen “ as 
bad as they ever did in the 
old days,”  according to a spok
esman for the Kansas Farm 
Bureau.

Their equipment ranges 
from a lariat and motorcycles 
to horse trailers and stock 
trucks and their loot is “ im
possible to estimate,”  Elmer 
Pelton said Pelton, manager 
of the Kansas Farm Bureau, 
said, “ every imaginable type

Wins First
The 'Western Texas College 

men’s Rodeo team finished its 
1972-73 season by bringing home 
the National Intercollegiate Ro
deo Association’s South west 
Regional championship. WTC 
won seven first places out of 
ten rodeos.

Mike Cathey , a member of 
the WTC team and son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Cathey of Big 
Spring, was named all-around 
cowboy for the region. He 
piled up 553.5 points in NIRA 
competition. Tutt Garnett of 
WTC has second with 535.5 
spoints.

This is the first time in the 
history of the NIRA that a two- 
year college has captured the 
championship, Van Rigby, WTC 
rodeo advisor, said. The WTC 
team had 1854 1/2 points. Th
ese points are from the best 
five rodeos for the year. Sec
ond place winner was Tarleton 
State with 1604. The top two 
teams and the top two indivi
duals in each event are qual
ified to participate in the nat
ional college finals rodeo in 
Bozeman, Montana, June 19-23.

Final official records for the 
season showed several WTC 
students earning first and sec
ond place honors in regional 
standings. First and second 
place standings were:

Bareback riding -  Perry Lee, 
Tarleton State, first, 367 1/2 
points; Mike Cathey, WTC, sec
ond, 227 1/2 points.

Saddle bronc riding -  Johnny 
Gass, WTC, second, 447 points; 
Mark 1 McCloy, Texas Tech, 
first, 455 points.

Bull riding -  Cathey, first 
287 points; Ronnie Hodges, Tar
leton State, second, 271.5

Calf roping -  Tutt Garnett, 
WTC, first, 308.5 points; Bob
by Campbell, ENM, second, 264 
points.

Ribbon roping- Good, first, 
350 points; Tooter Waites, 
Tarleton State, second, 177 po
ints.

Steer -estling -  Jim Fuller, 
WTC. fi. 360 points; Joe 
Anderson, VTC,. second, 201.

The W lc  team earned 370 
points at the New Mexico St
ate rodeo in Las Cruces to 
take first place honors in the 
final rodeo of the season. Tar
leton was second with 361 1/2 
points and ENMU was third with 
195 points.

of system is being used. I 
hear motorcycles are pretty 
effective. They drive them in 
pastures and just run the cat
tle until they’re worn out. In 
some cases, he said, “ they’ve 
driven trucks right up to feed 
lots and hauled away truck 
loads of cattle right out of 
the lot.”

George Thompson, Abilene, 
director of the associations’s 
livestock division, said the 
looting of feedlots had tapered 
off since operators began post
ing a security guard at night, 
much in the manner of the old 
time trail bosses.

Rustlers have relatively 
easy going in Kansas because 
the state has no brand law.

Thompson said, “ if they get 
a couple of miles down the 
road there’s no way of prov
ing the stock is stolen. Kan
sas farmers have always op
posed a brand law because it 
is  expensive. Every time you 
want to move a herd from one 
pasture to another you have 
to pay an inspector. But I think 
this might change their minds. 
There’s a lot of talk now about 
calling for a brand law.

W orld cattle  
num bers clim b
The world cattle numbers 

climbed 1.6% to 1.3 billion in 
1972. Largest increases were 
in the U.S., Argentina, Aus
tralia, and the enlarged Euro
pean community, according to 
a USDA statistical report. 
Cattle numbers in the USSR 
also increased but at a slower 
rate than in previous year be
cause of adverse weather.

The world hog numbers were 
down slightly to 680.6 million 
head from 682.2 million head. 
T he USSR and the U.S. show ed 
the largest declines. In the 
USSR hog numbers fell from 
from 71.4 million to 56.5., down 
about 7%. The reduction can 
be attributed to the poor con
ditions in the USSR during 1972 
USDA said.

Sheep numbers were up to

sen
Janice Browne has been in

vited to serve on the staff to 
conduct the District 2 4-H Teen 
Leader Workshop at the South 
Plains College in Levelland, J- 
une 19-21.

The purpose of this work
shop is to train 4-H teen lea
ders.

Janice has served on the 
District and Texas 4-H Coun
cils and has attended this type, 
camp for three years and now 
upon graduation from high sch
ool she will be eligible to ser
ve on the staff to train other 
leaders.

one out of every 20 students 
who apply for admission to 
veterinary college can be 
accepted. Admission stand
ards are very high and com
petition is keen.

Young people who are con
sidering veterinary medicine 
for a career should make every 
effort to excel in biological 
and physical sciences in high 
school, advises Dr. Van Kruin- 
ingen, University of Connecti
cut. Presently, he said, it 
is very difficult for anyone 
with less than the highest high 
school and pre-vet college 
grades to gain admission to 
veterinary schools.

Dainty Accents
Add crochet laces, eyelet 

embroideries, r u f f l e s ,  
bindings or knit trims for 
simple, colorful, feminine 
accents.

pa SHUGART COUPON sag
/l/ < v u e fy

Tuesday, May 29
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35TH & C O L L E G E  A V E N U E SNYDER, TEXAS 79549

A FRIENDLY Supermakret serving West Texans with Quality 
Foods at Competitive Prices.
We give S&H Green Stamps —Double on Tuesday after 1 p.m.—All 
Day Wednesday___________________________________________________

If you want 
A SAFE PLACE 
to keep things 

Hop over and rent a

SAFE
DEPOSITBOX

right here1

F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  B a n k
OF LAM ESA

602 N. 1st M EM B ER  FD.IC

Need money
(or home 

improvements?
Use ours.

You can use our m oney 
to finance all sorts o f 
hom e im provem ents — 
additional space, 
repairs, air cond i
tion ing, new  
fence, and you

can take up to ten 
years to pay for the 
work. Call First 
Federal at 267-8252. 

Because w e  care 
about your to 

m orrow ... today.

First Federal Savings
500 M ain, Big Spring



Toombs Presents Testimony
(Ed. note; the following is the 
complete text of Judge Toombs 
presentation to the Constitution 
Revision Committee Hearing 
held in Lubbock.)
TESTIMONY FOR THE TEXAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION 
COMMISSION

For the benefit of the mem
bers of the Texas Constitution
al Revision Commission and 
hopefully the citizens of Texas,
I would like to relate to each 
of you, for what it ’s worth, 
a few thoughts of my own re
garding constitutional revision.

I guess the average Texas 
citizen’s chief sin is failure 
to inform himself about the na
ture of the constitutional liber
ties which each, of us enjoy 
and value highly. Many Texas 
citizens today are unaware that 
the Texas Constitution needs 
anything changed about it. Most 
of them know about the Feder
al Constitution, but ask the av
erage Texan about his cons
titution and you will see that 
bewildered look of blankness. 
By the time you complete your 
constitutional revision the av
erage citizen will be either 
knowledgeable or thoroughly 
confused; so, here I am begin
ning some of the confusion.

Beginning with Article 3, Sec
tion 4 — Election and term of 
members of House of Repre
sentatives, 4 year terms for 
House members.

Article 3, Section 5 — Meet
ings; Order of Business -The 
Legislature shall meet in re
gular or continued session, just 
as the Congress of the United 
States does, in fact. There 
should also be a limit to the 
number of House members. Now 
is a good time to limit any 
additional places.

Article 3, Section 6 — Sen
ators should also be elected 
for 6 years instead of 4.

Article 3, Section 24 --C o m 
pensation and Expenses of mem
bers of Legislature; Legisla
ture should be allowed to set 
a yearly salary equal to a Dis
trict Judgeship and raise their 
salary when necessary with two- 
thirds majority of each house. 
Pay all actual expenses, mile
age, office staff salaries and 
all other expenses that may be 
incurred while in office that 
is a part of the Legislatures 
responsibility. All limits as 
to staff salaries and office ex
penses shall be set by the Leg
islature during their regular 
session.

Article 3, Section 26A — 
Counties with more than seven 
representatives; The House 
of Representatives should be 
limited to a total membership. 
Now is a good time to start. 
Representatives can now be ap
portioned so as to eliminate 
any additional members by giv
ing surplus population to other 
contiguous county or counties.

TAXES
Article 3, Section 4B — Tax

es; restrictions on levy; The 
Legislature should not be allow
ed to levy taxes or any other 
financial burden that may be 
injurious to other taxing en
tities whereby counties, cities, 
etc. would have to pass it on 
to the people. If there is a 
bill proposing a law that gov
ernmental entities perform 
some service to the public the 
Legislature should furnish the 
means of financing the project. 
The Legislature should give the 
same right to governmental en
tities as they are required to 
do for the people.

Article 3, Section 52B — 
Should apply to all counties in

Texas on a permissive basis.
Article 3, Section 56 — Local 

and Special Laws; Shall not 
impose any law that would in
crease the financial burden of 
any governmental entity without 
first the consent of the entity’s 
governmental bodies.

Article 5 — Judicial Depart
ment of the Constitution; Much 
publicity has been given to a 
revision of Article 5 by a Task 
Force headed up by your il
lustrious Commission Chair
man, Justice Calvert. No doubt 
you have heard and will hear 
more on this as time goes 
on. I only wish to reply to the 
portion regarding Chief Justice 
Calverts Task Force which 
would, from its recommenda
tions, eliminate the Court of 
Criminal Appeals. I believe 
the Courts of Civil Appeals 
should be given criminal and 
civil jurisdiction and leave the 
Court of Criminal Appeals to 
handle cases with criminal jur
isdiction and the Supreme Court 
to handle appeals from that 
court as it now does.

I firmly believe all Judges 
must be elected by the major
ity of the people’s vote. For 
what little democracy and civil 
rights each of us have left, 
we should treasure, and this 
means; preserve the election 
process so you and I can pass 
judgment upon all policy makers 
including judges. I would not 
vote for any type of merit selec
tion. I don’t believe we need 
to revert back to the “ king 
and his court” .

Article 5, Section 15 — 
County Courts need to be re
tained as presently exist under 
the article.

Article 5, Section 16 — 
The County Court jurisdiction 
should be increased on civil 
jurisdiction up to $5,000.00 in 
Civil cases. I see no reason 
why this court could not handle 
suits for the recovery of land 
also. The County Court should 
be allowed to have original jur
isdiction in all suits on behalf 
of all governmental entities for 
delinquent tax suits up to$5,000 
plus penalty and interest. Since 
the State as a whole is virtu
ally out of the ad valorem tax 
business and since local gov
ernmental entities have a much 
better grass roots concept than 
District Courts the suits would 
fit very well in County Court 
Jurisdiction thus relieving Dis
trict Courts of some of their 
case loads. The District Courts 
claim they are so crowded now

it is almost impossible to get 
to trial and most taxpayers 
know this. In my estimation 
County Courts are like the 
guillotine -  quick. District 
Courts are like a gut shot - 
slow and painfully expensive.

DIVISION OF COUNTIES
Article 5, S’ection 17 — Div

ision of counties into precincts, 
etc. This article could stand 
a few revisions. County Com
missioners should be elected 
county wide, but serve in the 
precinct in which he lives and 
each precinct shall have equal 
population by voter registration. 
There sholuld be only one Jus
tice of the Peace in each county 
and elected on a county wide 
basis. In counties of excess
ive population additional Justice 
Courts may be required; as may 
be determined by the County 
Commissioners Court of said 
county. Constables should serve 
by appointment only at the dis
cretion of the Comminnioners 
Court.

COUNTY CLERKS
Article 5, Section 20 — County 

Clerk; This office should be 
made appointive by the County 
Commissioners Court. This 
would enable to secure more 
qualified help as County Clerks. 
Appointment will be for four 
years and reaffirmed every four 
years. This will keep poli
tical pressure out of the clerk ’s 
offices.

Article 5, Section 21 —
In counties where there isn’t 
a County Attorney the District 
Attorney shall serve as advi
sor to the County Commission
ers Court and meet with them 
in each court session as a part 
of his regular duties.
Article 5, Section 22- Changing 
Jurisdiction of County Court; 
The Leigslature shall not have 
the power, by local or general 
law, to increase, dimish or 
change the civil andcriminal 
jurisdiction of County Courts 
without the consent of the County 
Commissioners Court and only 
then the County Judge may call 
an election of the registered 
voters of the area concerned. 
In other words a local election 
shallbe called as to the recom
mended changes and the State 
shall bear the cost of said 
election.

SHERIFFS
Article 5, Sec. 23 - Sheriffs; 

This office no longer needed 
as an elective office. This 
office should be appointed by 
the Commissioners Court upon

I
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T. H. McCann Butane Co.
BUTANE - :-  PROPANE
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THE BORDEN
certain professional qualifica
tions now required in law en
forcement officers. Our Sher
iff ’s being elected as they are 
now doesn’t constitute the best 
qualified person, only popular
ity. It is my belief the Com
missioners Court should do this 
since they are the ones who 
make policy decisions and not 
the Sheriff. He shall be ap
pointed for a term of four years 
and shall be reafirmed every 
four years by the Commission
ers Court. Get him out from un
der the political pressure of 
voters influence.

Article 6, Sec. 2 - No person 
shall be able to vote in any 
county election unless he or 
she lives in said county for 
as long as 90 days prior to 
said election. He or she must 
show evidence of a county ad
dress and residence before es
tablished voter registration with 
the County Clerk.

Article 8, Sec. 9 -  The max
imum county ad valorem tax 
rate should be raised from the 
present 80? per one hundred 
dollar assessed value to $1.00 
per one hundred dollar asses
sed value; and this should have 
no effect to the present 15? 
special road tax and the 30? 
farm to market and flood con
trol tax. This would give the 
county a rate of $1.00 over 
the present 80? levy.

Article 8, Sec. 14 - A sses
sor and Collector of Taxes; 
There shall be only one tax 
assessor-collector of taxes of 
all governmental entities in any 
one given county and he shall 
be appointed by the County Com
missioners Court with proper 
qualifications in accounting, etc. 
His or her appointment shall 
be reaffirmed every four years 
by the Commissioners Court
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and these shall not be any dual 
offices such as we have now in 
a Sheriff and Tax Assessor. 
These shall have seperate and 
distinct offices with prescribe 
duties by the Taxing Authorities, 
Commissioners Court, and the 
Legislature.

Article 8, Sec. 16 -  The 
article should be repealed. No 
dual offices of Sheriff and Tax 
Assessor-Collector. There is 
not any parallel here.

Article 8, Sec. 18,19,20 -The 
Legislature should establish a 
State wide, 100% appraisal so 
as to get uniformity in property 
appraisal. This could be handl
ed under the State Comptroller 
or Tax Commissioner which 
he is sometimes called

Article 16, Sec. 23 - Regu
lation of livestock; There has 
been some talk about new brand 
laws. We are satisfied like 
it now is. TREASURER

Article 16, Sec. 44 - County 
Treasurer and County Surveyor; 
These two offices no nonger 
need to b e , elective as they 
are not policy making bodies.
I suggest these offices be ap
pointive by the Commissioners

Court on a four year term to be 
reaffirmed every four years 
by the County Commissioners 
Court. This is another office 
that needs to get out from under 
the political influence of the 
voting public as anyone can get 
elected but what about quali
fications. Sometime people vote 
for the unqualified personality, 
not thequalified. WHO BETTER 
can determine qualified office 
holders than the five member 
Commissioners Court who are 
answerable to the public through 
the ballot box.

Article 16, Sec. 50, 51 - 
Homestead exemption; Rural 

con’ t on page 8

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE

Scott Russell..Agent

Lamesa, Texas 
1602 N. Dallas Phone 872-8333 i

"Drilling Is Our Business"

Shot Holes Coring Water Wells
4’ ’ to 24”

EU G EN E TUTLE DRILLING CO.

Shop Phone 
(8061872-3514

P .O .Box 493 
LAMESA, TEXAS 79331

Home Phone 
(806 ) 872-3635

Piggly Wiggly

Home Owned And Operated 
By J. B. Claiborne

LAM ESA, TEXAS

NO . 1 -  710  N . 1ST. 
872-7011

NO. 2 - 7 1 0  N . 4TH. 
872-8462
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con’t from page 7 
Homestead exemptions for rural 
homesteads shall not exceed 
200 acres, urban homesteads 
not in excess of $5,000 evalu
ation without reference to im 
provements. (The 200 acre 
exemption may be reasonable, 
if so the urban $10,000 as am
ended isn ’ t. Since land has 
gone up in value due to infla
tion I see no reason why the 
urban dweller shouldn’ t be giv
en the same percentage in e x 
emption. Land prices have 
risen some since 1869.) Some 
adjustment needed here.

The above has been a num
ber of recommended constitu
tional changes for what it is 
worth. SUMMARY

I would now like to give the 
Commission a brief summary of 
major problems facing county 
government.

It first begins with revenue. 
Counties are called upon to pro
vide more services and as the 
cost of these continues to in
crease many counties are con
cerned that their traditional 
sources of revenue will soon 
become inadequate. This pro
blem is common to county gov
ernment in all sections of Texas. 
This is why Commissioners 
Courts scream to high heaven 
when the Legislature passes 
a law that adds another burden 
to our already inadequate tax 
revenue. Our District Judges 
are good at giving raises to 
their personnel such as Court 
Reporters, Probation Officers, 
and County Auditors without con 
suiting with the Commissioners 
Court whether the money is av
ailable or not. This is why 
the Commissioners Court must 
control all the salaries they 
have to budget; for, with local 
tax money. With the combina
tion of the above plus the de
clining population, low property 
values in non- o il- produc
ing areas, and a lack of indus
trialization has created a reven
ue shortage in many a rural 
county. Other counties have 
lost tax revenue through con
demnation either on the basins 
of man-made lakesi • like J.B. 
Thbmas in my county or for right 
of way for interstate highways.

AD VALOREM
Most counties are dependent 

. for revenue upon the ad valorem 
property tax, but many county 
officials like myself believe 
that property tax has been vir
tually exhuasted as a revenue 

source. This is why I ask the 
Constitutional Revisional Com
mission to consider that coun
ties be allowed to pick up the 
State share of their current 
phase out of the S t ate ad valor
em tax.

Another problem which will 
become more apparent is the 
need for land use controls. The 
Commissioners Court need this 
authority for some type of con
trol to establish minimunm cri
teria for whatever use the land- 
owner decides to make of his 
lands. This is far more seri
ous in and around unincorpor
ated areas near large metropol
itan centers such as Lubbock.

The third problem of general 
concern is the status of county 
officials other than members 
of the Commissioners Court.
I urge as pointed out in some 
of my prior remarks, the eli
mination of certan county and 
district offices and changing 
them from elective to appoin
tive. Those to be eliminated 
should be hide and animal in
spectors, public weighers, 
county school superintendents 
and the auditor,

OTHER SUGGESTIONS
Other suggestions for the im 

proving of county government 
that you might consider when 
drafting revisions to the con
stitution not already mentioned

are: 1. The creationof a County 
Board of Equalization to free 
the Commissioners Court from 
political pressure. 2. Revising 
the minimum foundation pro
gram for schools under Article 
7, to eliminate or change that 
portion of the economic index 
that uses county assessed val
uation in the formula, to avoid 
a loss of state funds when the 
valuation is increased. 3. Count
ies should be authorized to bud
get on a fiscal year beginning 
October 1. 4. As I said,
County Commissioners should 
be allowed to run at large, while 
requiring candidates to file by 
precinct, 5. Giving the County 
Judge veto power over the Com
missioners Court. Also, in 
relation to the office of County 
Judge and his qualifications,
I firmly believe that a County 
Judge doesn’ t have to be a 
member of the State Bar (which 
I note that 18 members of this 
Commission are) to be a com
petent Judge. Matters of pro
bate, juvenile offenses, etc. are 
of great concern to me as a 
judge and I feel well qualified 
to pass judgment on any and 
every matter that comes be
fore me as County Judge re
gardless whether I am an at
torney or not. It’ s not that 
big a deal. Sure, you need to 
work hard to find some of the 
solutions but anyone who is as 
dedicated as I am to County 
Government and the grassroots 
concept can damn well fill the 
bill and I don’ t care what any
one says. Judges need to be 
knowledgeable not only in the 
law but in local concept. Hav
ing been a former peace officer 
I have come to the conclusion

that Judges need to see the 
victims also. Remember this 
when you look at Article 5 of 
the Constitution.

In closing I must say the lack 
of wisdom by the average Texan 
may be permitting the State 
Judiciary to excercise vast 

powers through constitutional 
revision. It has long been my 
opinion that the germ of dis
solution of our State and County 
government is in the Constitu
tion of the State Judiciary . Some 
times an irresponsible body, 
working like gravity by night 
and day, gaining a little to
day and little tomorrow, and 
advancing its noiseless steps 
like a thief, over the field of 
jurisdiction, such as Justice 
Calvert’ s Task Force of the 
Revision of Article V, until 
all power will be taken away 
from the cities, and counties 
making the State government 
one consolidation.

We do not need a liberty 
killing monster of power (Big 
State Government) but we need 
today, most of all, self-govern 
ment in line with the need of 
the average individual, not gov
ernment-over-man but liberty 
of-man.

I greatly appreciate the op
portunity to appear before this 
Honorable Body and may I thank 
each of you for your dedication 
to the people of Texas.
GLENN TOOMBS 
COUNTY JUDGE 
BORDEN COUNTY

One who uses a half truth to 
convince an opponent has told 
the greatest lie of all.
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WEATHER AT THE COUNTY SEAT 

By K. T. REDDELL

Weather conditions for the week of May 14 -  21

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

MAX. MIN. RAINFALL
56 49 .50
70 41 02
84 50 0
81 49 0
91 58 0
100 66 ' Trace
92 66 0

Farm Reports Due
The Agriculture Department 
announced plans for a new 
reporting system designed to 
give farmers and the public 
faster official word of export 
deals like last year’s contro
versial record grain sales to 
the Soviet Union. Under the 
proposal, private grain trad
ers would make confidential

weekly reports of export 
sales of grains and soybeans. 
The information, submitted 
about three weeks after each 
sale, would be compiled in 
weekly government reports 
on the total sales volume for 
each crop.

One who has known hunger best 
appreciates the loaf of bread.
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