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Pampa man arrested for shooting
by Rachel Stennett

rstenett@1hepanipanewsxxim 
Pampa police arrested 

one man Sunday evening 
after a shooting that sent 
Sergio Marice Alva, 23, of 
Pampa, to North West 
Texas Hospital via 
LifeStar with a gunshot to 
upper chest.

Gary Lyim Alexander 
was arraigned in Judge Joe 
Martinez’ Justice of the 
Peace Court this morning 
(Monday, Jan 12.) on

charges of aggravated 
assault with a deadly 
weapon, no valid driver’s 
license, and failure to 
maintain financial respon
sibility, two counts.

The call came in at 5 
p.m. Sunday as a traffic 
accident with injuries, but 
when Pampa police per
sonnel arrived on the 
scene, they found Alva had 
been shot.

Alva had left the scene 
of the argument between

himself and Alexander, 
and was headed home 
when he crashed the vehi
cle he was driving in the 
2200 block of Sumner, 
according to Detective 
Casey Ingersoll of the 
Pampa Police Department.

Alva was transported by 
Guardian EMS to a 
LifeStar medical helicop
ter for transport to 
Amarillo.

Officers investigated 
several leads, but

Alexander turned himself 
in to the Gray County Jail 
after the incident. Bond 
was set for Alexander at 
$7,500.

The cause of the shoot
ing is still under investiga
tion, although Ingersoll 
said “it appears to hap
pened after a verbal argu
ment.”

Alva was treated and 
released ftom North West 
Texas Hospital for non-life 
threatening injuries.
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W indstorm ftind a leading issue at Capitol
AUSTIN (AP) — Hurricane Ike was the 

big storm Texas officials feared would hit the 
coast — and the state’s way of paying for it 
afterward.

When lawmakers convene Tuesday, they’ll 
face the financial devastation left by the 
Category 2 storm that walloped the upper 
Gulf Coast on Sept. 13, devastating 
Galveston and nearby counties.

They’ll look to restructure the state’s wind
storm insurance association, which is filling 
in the gap left by private insurers who 
stopped issuing policies in some Gulf coast 
counties, and consider whether to put money 
into a state disaster fund that Galveston offi- 
ciids found out the hard way was empty.

“The Legislature was wise in setting up the 
disaster fund, but we were cheap in not fund
ing it,” said Democratic Rep. Craig Eiland of 
Galveston. “A fund that doesn’t have any 
money in it is pretty much like no fund at 
aU.”

Overall Ike costs could sock state govern
ment with a potential $6 billion to $8 billion 
bill, said House Appropriations Chairman 
Warren Chisum. Some of that impact may be 
spread over four years because of the way 
the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association 
is set up to allow insurance companies to 
seek state tax credits over time, Chisum said.

Total Hurricane Ike costs are estimated to 
top $15 billion, but the state expects the fed- 
eriil government to cover most of that.

Revamping the windstorm fund has been 
on the minds of some legislators since pri
vate companies began pulling away from the 
Texas coast after hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
in 2(X)5. The fund — replenished in large 
part by payments fi'om private insurers — 
became die last resort insurer for homes and
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businesses in 14 counties.
Since Hurricane Ike, the windstorm fund 

has moved into the statewide spotlight.
“Certainly we expect the Legislature will 

take that up very, very quickly once they 
convene,” said Jerry Johns, president of the 
Southwestern Insurance Infoimation 
Service, an organization representing the 
windstorm association and other Texas prop
erty insurers. “It’s being talked about by just 
about every member of the Legislature.” 

More than $750 million has been paid to 
windstorm association policy holders for 
claims from Hurricane Ike, and the final bill 
is not yet known, Johns said.

Those who want to restructure the fund say

allowing it to issue bonds may be one way to 
bring in additional money.

Eiland, who serves on the House insurance 
committee, said he also wants the state to 
have its own reinsurance pool for the wind
storm association. That means instead of 
buying reinsurance — which is backup 
insurance sold to insurance companies each 
year — the state pool would provide backup 
money that could be tapped when a costly 
storm strikes.

It would save money because the reinsur
ance wouldn’t have to be bought each year, 
he said. The backup pool would just roll over 
and remain in place from year to year if it’s 
unused.

He also wants to eliminate insurance com
panies’ tax credits that prevent money from 
going into the state budget or make those 
cradits only available far in the future so 
their budget effects would be negligible.

Lawmakers ma^ address whist type of 
damage the windstorm fund covers. 
Currently its policies cover wind and hail 
damage across the state. The consumer group 
Texas Watch criticized the windstorm associ
ation for not paying for storm surge damage 
in Hurricane Oce. llie  association insisted it 
would only cover destruction fitnn wind, not 
hurricane-related water damage. Chisum 
said H may be time for lawmakers to take a 
stand on the question.

“We probably need to make some legisla
tion that says it doesn’t make any difference 
for insuring the house. So if  the house flood
ed mr the house blew away, if you’re the 
insurer you’ve got to pay,” he said.

Besides attempts to rework the windstorm

See SawIon, Page 6

Father, son drown Ready for w ork
An Amarillo father and 

son drowned while himt- 
ing Saturday, Jan. 10, at 
L ^ e  Greenl^It.

The two were hunting 
birds with two other men 
when the 18-year-old 
went out in a small boat to 
retrieve geese. The craft 
capsized and the boy’s 
fa^er jumped in to save

him.
The bodies o f both men 

were recovered from the 
lake on Sunday, Jan. II, 
by search and rescue per
sonnel. Names o f the vic
tims had not been 
released as o f press time, 
pending notification of 
family members.

F ire d estroys 
L ockney H igh
LClasses were canceled 
Monday at the school in 
Lockney, about 60 miles 
northeast of Lubbock, as 

investigators seek the 
cause o f  Sunday night’s 

blaze.
Nobody was hurt. The 

building was unoccupied 
at the time of the fire.

Floyd County Sheriff 
Paul Raissez (rah-ee-sis) 
told KCBD-TV that the 
structure is a total loss 
and arson has not been

ruled out. He says it 
appears the fire started on 
the south side o f the 
building.,

Some residents o f the 
town of more than 1,800 
watched as the crews bat
tle the blaze around 11 
p.m. Sunday.

KCBD reports several 
people managed to get 
computers, band instru
ments and documents out

See Fb«, Page 6

This Is a view from the 8psaksr*s Podium In the Texas House ol 
Reprosentativss at the Texas Capitol, In Austin, as workers prepare for 
the upcoming 81st Texas Legislature which opene tomorrow, Jan. 13̂  
The first order of businees will be to select the Speaker of the House.
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Tuesday Ulednpsday Thursday

High 57 
Low 27

High 53 
Low 22

HK|h37 
Low 19

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 57. Wind 
chill values between 12 and 22 early. 
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph increasing to 
between 15 and 20 mph. Winds could gust as 
high as 25 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 27. South wind around 10 mph becom
ing west.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 53. 
North-northwest wind between 5 and 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 22..East-northeast wind between 5 and 
10 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 37. 
Southeast wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a lOw 
around 19. South wind around 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph.

OThis information brought to you by...
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Emergency Services
Ambulance

' Guardian EMS ambu
lance reported the follow
ing calls between 7 a.m. 
Friday and 7 a.m. today.

Friday, Jan . 9
12:15 p.m. -  A mobile 

ICU responded to 
northwest Texas Hospital 
is Amarillo 'and trans
ferred . patient(s) tp 
Pampa Regional Medical 
Center.
• 8:13 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
2700 block of Comanche 
and transported a patient 
to PRMC.

11:21 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to PRMC 
and transferred a patient 
to Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in 
Amarillo.

Saturday, Jan . 10
7:42 a.m. -  A mobile 

ICU responded to the 
120(X) block of Frederic 
and transported a patient 
to PRMC.

9:44 a.m. - A mobile 
ICU responded to the 800 
block of West 25th and 
transported a patient to 
PRMC.

1:06 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to PRMC 
and transported a patient 
to White Deer.

3:35 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to PRMC 
and transferred a patient 
to BSA Hospital in 
Amarillo.

Sunday, Jan . 11
2:50 a.m. -  A mobile 

ICU responded to the 400 
block of Hughes and 
transported a patient to 
PRMC.

11:10 a.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the 300 
block of Dwight and 
transported a patient to 
PRMC.

3:30 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the 300 
block of 30th and trans
ported a patient to PRMC.

4:07 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the
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Obituaries
Services tomorrow.

JO H N S O N , John L.B. —  2 p.m., Mary Ellen & Harvester Church of Christ, Pampa. 
JO N E S , Milford Ray —  11 a.m., Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors Colonial Chapel^ 

Pampa. _______ _______________________ _____________________________ • -

E.W. ‘Gene’ Pace, 96
SKELLYTOWN — 

E.W. “Gene” Pace, 96, died 
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2009, at 
Amarillo.

Services will be at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 14, 
2009, in Carmichael- 
Whatley Colonial Chapel 
in Pampa with the Rev. 
Fines Marchman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of 
Skellytown^ officiating.

Burial will be’ at 3 p7itl. 
Thursday, Jan. 15, 2009, at 
Okmulgee Cemetery in

Okmulgee, Okla., under the 
direction of Carmichael- 
Whatley Funeral Dirisetors.

Mr. Pace was bom June 
15, 1911, in Fort Smith, 
Ark. He married Edna Ann 
Woods on Feb. 9,1935, and 
she preceded him in death 
in 1969. He later married 
Neoma Mercer on May 8, 
1973, who preceded him in 
death on July 13, 2008.

Mr. Pace had lived in 
Skellytown for 59 years 
and worked for Shell Oil

Company at the Bryan 
Plant #17 for 35 years. He 
was a deacon of First 
Baptist Church in 
Skellytown for many years 
and was a Mason for over 
50 years.

Survivors include one 
son, Thomas E. Pace of 
Amarillo; two stepdaugh
ters, Vicki Brown of 
Midland and Nancy Mercer 
of Ruidoso, NJ44 one step
son, Larry Mercer and wife 
Susie of Midland; one

granddaughter, Erika Low» 
of Amarillo; two great-7 
grandchildren, Jobie Jane 
Lowe and Hudson Lowe; 
both of Amarillo; severr 
stepgrandchildren; and four 
stepgreat-grandchiidren.

M E M O R I A L S :  
American Red Cross, 1800 
S. Harrison, Amarillo, TX 
79102.

—Sign the on-line reg
ister /book  Of 
w w w .carm ichael-w hat- 
ley.com.

Milford Ray Jones, 85

1200 block of North 
Russell and transported a 
patient to PRMC.

4:57 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
1500 block of Williston. 
No transport.

5:03 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
2200 block of Sumner and 
tram ferred a patient to 
LifeStar helicopter for 
transport.

6:14 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to PRMC 
and transported a patient 
to BSA Hospital.

8:04 p.m. -  A mobile 
ICU responded to the 
1300 block of West 
Kentucky and transported 
a patient to PRMC.

Monday, Jan. 12
2:17 a.m. -  A mobile 

ICU responded to the 300 
block of Sunset and trans
ported a patient to PRMC.

Fire
Pampa Fire Department 

reported the following 
calls between 7 a.m. 
Friday and 7 a.m. today.

Friday, Jan. 9
10:26 a.m. -  One unit 

and three persoimel 
responded to the 300 
block o f Jean on a carbon 
monoxide alarm. No trace 
of carbon monoxide was 
found.

2:28 p.m. -  One unit 
and two personnel 
responded to the 1900 
block o f East Browning 
on a trash fire.

8:15 p.m. -  One unit 
and two personnel 
responded to the 1800 
block o f North Hobart on 
an arcing transformer. The 
firefighters stood by for 
Xcel Energy to arrive on 
the scene.

Saturday, Jan. 10
7:40 a.m. -  One unit 

and three personnel 
responded to the 12000 
block o f East Frederic on 
a call for medical assis
tance.

8:36 a.m. -  One unit 
and three personnel 
responded to the 400 
block of East 17th on a 
carbon monoxide check. 

“No trace o f carbon 
monoxide was found.

12:09 p.m. -  Two units 
and six personnel 
responded to the 600 
block of Browning on a 
fire alarm. The alarm was 
a false alarm.

4:05 p.m. -  Two units 
and six personnel 
responded to the 2100 
block of Wells on an odor

Milford Ray Jones, 85, 
of Pampa, Texas, died Jan. 
10, 2009, at Amarillo, 
Texas.

Services will be at 11 
a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 13, 
2009, in Carmichael- 
Whatley Colonial Chapel 
with Chaplain John Elser, 
of the VA Medical Center 
in Amarillo, officiating.

Burial will be in 
Fairview Cemetery with 
military rites courtesy of 
the U.S. Army, Fort Hood, 
Texas. Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
C a r m i c h a e l - W h a t l e y  
Funeral Directors.

Mr. Jones was bom May 
17, 1923, on a small farm 
in Pameit, Texas, to Jessie 
and Rufe Jones. He grew 
up surrounded by a loving 
family, aunts, uncles and 
cousins who were like 
brothers and sisters.

He married the love of 
his life, Glorice Haynes, on

Aug. 26, 1946, in
Panhandle, Texas. She pre
ceded him in death in May 
2008, after 61 years of mar
riage. They were intro
duced by his future brother- 
in-law, Johnnie Reynolds, 
where the two worked 
together at Motor Inn 
Supply.

Mr. Jones has been a res
ident of Pampa since 1946. 
During this time, he sold 
cars for Tex Evans Buick 
Co., and owned several 
service stations -  the Old 
Gulf on Foster, the Gulf on 
Hobart and the Coronado 
Conoco for 20 years.

He was a Army veteran 
and served with the 746 
Tank Battalion. He was a 
tank instmetor at Ft. Knox, 
Ky. He served in England, 
France, Belgium and 
Berlin. He kept in touch 
with several of his old 
Army buddies, several 
which credited him with

saving their lives.
Mr. Jones was a member 

of Fellowship Baptist 
Church. Hq was a dedicat
ed loving son, husband and 
father. Hejioved training 
race horses, fishing, play
ing dominoes and spending 
time with his family.

He was dearly loved and 
will be greatly missed. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, Jessie and Rufe 
Jones; a brother, Doyle T. 
Jones; and a grandson, 
Vandy Vanderburg.

Survivors include two 
daughters, Sandy
Vanderburg and husband 
Freddy of Odessa, and 
Becky Dalton and husband 
Greg of Papapaj. one ,spn, 
Michael Jones and wife 
Regina of Pampa; seven 
grandchildren; seven great
grandchildren; brother-in- 
law, Walden Haynes and 
wife Joy; two sisters-in- 
law, Wauline Reynolds and

Jones

Jerry Haynes; and two 
nieces, Donna Slavick and 
Jana Dutton.

M E M O R I A L S :  
Commimity Living Center, 
6010 Amarillo Blvd. West, 
Amarillo, TX 79106.
' SPECIAL NOTICE: The 

family will _ be at 2701, 
Duncan Street.

—Sign the on-line reg
ister book at 
w w w .carm ichael-w hat- 
ley.com.

John Lewis Browning Johnson, 88
John Lewis Browning 

Johnson, 88, of Pampa, 
Texas, died Jan. 9, 2009, at 
Plano, Texas.

Services will be at 2 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 13, 
2009, at Mary Ellen & 
Harvester Church of Christ 
with Floyd Stiunbo, with 
The Children’s Home of 
Lubbock, and Mark Lance, 
minister of Mary Ellen & 
Harvester Church of 
Christ, officiating.

Burial will be in 
Fairview Cemetery under 
the direction of 
C a r m i c h a e l - W h a t l e y  
Funeral Directors._

Mr. Johnson was bom 
July 23, 1920, in Odessa,

the fifth of six children of 
Mary and Earl Johnson. 
His family moved to the 
farm south of Pampa when 
he was 5 years old. This is 
where he met Marion, his 
wife of almost 60 years, 
and raised his children.

John’s strength lay* in his 
foundation of farm, family 
and church. He was a pro
gressive farmer and cattle
man, pioneering in soil 
conservation and other 
techniques befitting the 
land. John grew his cattle 
production from a few 
calves to running as many 
as 1,200 head a year.

He was a lifelong mem
ber of the Mary' Ellen & 
Harvester Church of

Christ.
John suffered a stroke at 

home on the farm on Nov. 
6, 2008. He was hospital
ized for two months and 
died fttim upper respiratory 
complications.

Survivors include his 
wife, Marion, of the home; 
daughter, Mary Bartley and 
husband Jerry of Plano; 
granddaughter, Blair 
Bartley of Plano; and sister, 
Evelyn Inman of 
Plainview.

SPECIAL NOTICE: The 
family will receive friends 
at Carmichael-Whatley 
Fimeral Home from 6-7 
p.m. today.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations

Johnson

to John’s lifelong charity 
— The Children’s Home of 
Lubbock, P.O. Box 2449, 
Lubbock, TX 79408.

—Sign the on-line reg
ister book at 
www.carmichael-what-* 
leyicem.

Mary Lorene Braidfoot, 81
PANHANDLE — Mary 

Lorene Braidfoot, 81, died 
Thursday, Jan. 8, 2009, at 
her hpme.

Services were to be at 2 
p.m. today, Monday, Jan. 
12 at the First Baptist 
Church in Panhandle with 
the Rev. Joe Zimmerman 
officiating.

Interment will follow at 
Panhandle Cemetery. 
Arrangements are under 
the direction of Minton 
Chatwell Funeral Directors 
of Panhandle.

Mrs. Braidfoot was bom 
May 23, 1927, in
Wellington, Texas, to

William Marion and Ollie 
Mae Mitchell. She married 
Eldon Ray Braidfoot on 
Nov. 17, 1950, in Clovis, 
N.M.

She was a resident of 
Panhandle since 1957 com
ing from Hall County. 
Lorene was a member of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Panhandle, and the 55-plus 
Club. She also worked in 
home health care and had 
worked at Garretson’s 
Retirement Center.

She was a caring, com
passionate person who 
loved her family and her 
church, and her grandsons 
Ben and Bo were the spe

cial joys in her life.
She is preceded in death 

by her husband Eldon Ray 
Braidfoot in 1983, three 
sisters, and two broftiers.

Survivors in c lu d e - a -  
daughter, Kathy Horst and 
husband Greg of Lubbock; 
a son, Randy Braidfoot and 
wife Margie of Panhandle; 
two sisters, Vemie Watson 
of Hiqipy and Reba Carman 
of Liftibock; two sister-in- 
laws, Ann Mitchell of 
Stratford and Thresea 
Mitchell of Amarillo; two 
grandsons, Ben and Bo 
Braidfoot of Panhandle; 
and “her boys,” Rick and 
Rod Partain.

Braidfoot

She IS also survived by. 
many loving nieces,, 
nephews, cousins and 
many friends.

Emergency Services
investigation. Nothing 
was found.

Sunday, Jan . 11 
11:04 a.m. -  One unit 

and four personnel 
responded to the 300 
block of North Dwight on 
a call for medical assis
tance.

4:58 p.m. -  One unit 
and three personnel 
responded to the 2200 
block of North Sumner 
on a motor vehicle acci
dent. One person was 
transported to Pampa

Regional Medical Center 
via ambulance.

Sheriff
Gray County SherifTs 

Office recorded the fol
lowing arrests.

Friday, Jan. 9 
Jose Fabian Ramirez, 

21, o f Watonga, Okla., 
was arrested by Texas 
Department o f Public 
Safety for driving while 
intoxicated/open contain
er.

Rebecca Ann Moore, 
24, o f Pampa was arrest
ed by Pampa Police 
Department for posses
sion of a controlled ̂ sub
stance.

Aldo Ray Dennis, 50, 
o f Pampa was arrested by 
Pampa PD for possession 
o f a controlled substance.

Miguel Angel Jerez, 
36, o f Pampa was arrest
ed by GCSO on a proba
tion violation for driving 
while intoxicated.

Wynona Ann Wood,

37, of Lefors was arrested 
by Pampa PD for failure- 
to 'm ain tain  financial 
responsibility and no 
valid driver’s license.

Danny Wayne Tipton, 
39, of Pampa was arrest-' 
ed by Pampa PD for 
assault causing bodily 
injury.

Daniel Craig Baker, 
28, of Lefors was arrested 
by GCSO for expired 
i;egistration, no insur
ance, failure to report

See Services, Page 3
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Speeding blam ed 
for five fatafifies

A Texas Department of 
vehicle accident at the 
(AP PhotofThe Courier,

Public Safety Trooper inspects a Chevy Cobalt involved in a motor* 
intersection of Texas 249 and Patridge Circle Saturday, Jan. 10, 2009. 
Eric S. Swist)

Emergency Services

Services
Continued from Page 4

Sheriff
address change and 

expired motor vehicle 
inspection.

Tammie Mae Knight, 
45, o f Canadian was 
arrested by Pampa PD for 
open container and litter
ing.

Saturday, Jan. 10
Icidro Andres Soto, 20, 

o f Pampa was arrested by 
Pampa PD for driving 
while intoxicated,
expired registration, no 
driver's license and no 
insurance.

Charles Edward Shae, 
19, o f Pampa was arresf- 

.ed by - Batx^}a- TD^-for 
assault causing bodily 
injury/family violence 
and resisting arrest.

Sunday, Jan. 11 . <
Ignacia Jennifer Rojas, 

23, o f Amarillo was 
arrested by Pampa PD for 
driving while intoxicated, 
second offense; feilure to 
identify; no driver’s 
license; and no insurance.

Sixto Felipe Albear, 
26, o f Pampa was arrest
ed by DPS for driving 
while intoxicated.

Gary Lynn Alexander, 
26, o f Pampa was arrest
ed by Pampa PD for 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon, no valid 
driver’s license and two 
counts of failure to main
tain financial responsibil
ity.

Melvin Douglas 
Mitchell Jr., 27, o f Pampa 
was arrested by GCSO 
for driving while intoxi- 
cated, diird or more 
offense; no valid driver’s 
license; expired motor 
vehicle inspection; and 
expired registration.

Saul Rios Flores, 24, of 
Pampa was arrested by 
Pampa PD for public 
intoxication and on war
rants for failure to main
tain financial responsibil->~ 
ity and no valid driver’s 
license.

P a m p a  P D

Pampa Police
Department reported the 
following incidents and 
calls between 7 a.m. 
Friday and 7 a.m. today.

Friday, Jan . 9
Officers conducted 16 

traffic stops. A stop m  the 
500 block of East Francis 
resulted in at least one 
arrest.

A total o f 10 calls 
and/or stops concerning 
animals was reported.

A silent/abusive 911 
call was reported in the 
100 block o f  North 
Cuyler.

Criminal mischief was 
reported at Lovett 
Memorial Library, 111 N. 
Houston, where graffiti 
was spray painted on the 
inside o f the bathroom.

Officers served, or 
attempted to serve, war-

rants in the 2400 block of 
Navajo Road, the 300 
block of North Davis, the 
1100 block o f South 
Hobart and the 1000 
block of South Nelson.

Suspicious ' persons 
were reported in the 300 
block of West and the 300 
block of North 30th.

Theft was reported in 
the 900 block o f South 
Wells.

A domestic disturbance 
with minor injuries 
reported in the 300 block 
of East Browning.

Traffic complaints 
were reported in the 1200 
block of Hobart, the 100 
block of East Harvester, 
at Foster and 
Starkweather streets, and 
in the 1800 block of 
Chestnut Drive.

A police escort was 
'prbvidgd’iHthe'200 btuck  ̂
o f North Russell.

A welfare check was

Eerformed in the 1000 
Ibck bf South Christy;'' 
'Criimnal trespass was 

repoi^'d in the 400 block 
of Yeager.

An alarm was reported 
in the 2200 block of 
North Hobart.

A suspicious vehicle 
was reported in the 2500 
block o f Perryton 
Parkway.

A gas drive-off in the 
amount o f $15 was 
reported at Allsup’sv 140 
S. Starkweather.

Disorderly conduct 
was reported in the 100 
block of South Sumner 
and in the 1000 block of 
South Vamon Drive.

A civil matter was 
reported in the 1600 
block of West Somerville.

Violation o f a city ordi
nance was reported in the 
1100 block o f  South - 
Vamon Drive.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 1300 
block of North Charles.

Building checks were 
conducted in the 100 
block o f East Craven and 
the 600 block o f West 
Foster. .

Satflir^y, Jan. 10 
Officers conducted 21 

traffic stops. A stop in the 
800 block of West Foster 
resulted in at least one 
arrest.

A total o f five calls 
and/or stops concerning 
animals was reported.

A threat was reported 
in the 600 block of North 
Magnolia.

A, suspicious person 
was reported in the 1300 
block o f North Hobart.

Suspicious vehicles 
were reported in the 1600 
block o f North Sumner, 
and at Starkweather and 
Atchison streets.

Domestic disturbances 
with minor injuries were 
reported in the 800 block 
of North Nelson and the 
1300 block o f North 
Dtincan.

Alarms were reported 
in the 400 block of East 
Brown and the 1800 
block o f Holly Lane.

A police escort was 
provided in the 600 block 
of North Ward.

Theft was reported' in 
the 400 block o f Hill, 
where a mini bike worth 
an estimated $1,000 was 
reported stolen.

Disorderly conduct 
was reported at Twiford 
and Lefors streets.

A sexual assault was 
reported in the 2200 
block of North Chestnut.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 500 block 
o f North Yeager.

A domestic disturbance 
was reported in the 500 
block o f North Carr.

Traffic complaints 
were reported at Hobart 
and Gwendolyn, and in 
the 1100 block of West 
Juniper Drive.

A civil matter was 
reported in the 100 block 
o f South Gillespie.

Driving while intoxi- 
cated was reported in tlic— 
300 block o f East Brown.

Agency assistance was 
rendered in the 2300 
block bf West Alcock.
“ Building 'checks were 
conducted ih the 100 
block o f East Craven, the 
400 block o f West Foster 
and the 600 block of West 
Foster.

Sunday, Jan . 11
Officers conducted six 

traffic stops. A stop in the 
200 block o f North

Hobart resulted in at least 
one arrest.

A total of five calls 
and/or stops concerning 
animals was reported.

Suspicious persons 
were reported in the 300 
block of West Kingsmill, 
at Harvester and Lefors 
streets, in the 300 block 
o f North Hobart, and at 
Harvester and Hamilton 
streets.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 500 block 
o f Tignor.

Disorderly conduct 
was reported in the 1300 
block of North Coffee.

A prowler was reported 
in the 800 block of North 
Wells.

Burglary was reported 
in the 1200 block o f 
South Faulkner.

A silent/abusive 911 
-eaU was-reported jp the_ 
1700 block o f North 
Christine.

Telephone harassment 
was reported ih the'’800 
block o f North Wells.''

Traffic' accidents were 
reported at 17 th and 
Coffee streets, in the 
2200 block o f North 
Sumner and in the 1300 
block o f Garland.

A sexual assault was 
reported at the PD.

Welfare checks were

MAGNOLIA, Texas 
(AP) — Excessive speed
ing was likely the cause of 
a fiery collision that killed 
five people and injured 
two others,' authorities 
said.

The driver o f a 
Chevrolet Cobalt was 
driving on a state highway 
in Magnolia at “an 
extremely high rate o f 
speed” when it collided 
with a Toyota van 
Saturday, authorities said.

“The driver of the van 
probably never saw it 
coming,” said Department 
o f Public Safety Sgt. 
Angela Fountain.

Four of the five family 
members traveling in the 
van were killed. They 
were identified as; Donald 
Lee Sexton, 60, of 
College Station; Curtis 
Charles Edwards. 78, of 
Pinehurst; Catherine C. 
Edwards, 83; and Lloyd 
Alvin Edwards, 83, o f 
Salina, Okla.

“This is devastating for

this 'family,” Fountain 
said.

Another van passenger, 
59-year-old Karla Kay 
Sexton o f College Station, 
was in serious condition 
at Memorial Hermann 
Hospital-The Medical 
Center on Sunday after
noon, hospital spokes
woman Alejandra
Rodriguez said.

Kayla Pratorius, 18, o f 
Magnolia, was a front seat 
passenger in the Cobalt 
and was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

The driver o f the Cobalt 
was 22-year-old Brandon 
Lee 'Ferguson o f 
Magnolia. He was in criti
cal condition Sunday 
afternoon at Memorial 
Hermann Hospital-The, 
Medical Center,
Rodriguez said.

Fountaip said that the 
investigation is oi^oiilg '? 
and they are trying to > 
determine the Cobalt’s ' 
speed at the time of 
impact.

Emergency Services
performed in the 1300 
block of East Kingsmill 
and the 400 block o f East 
17th.

A traffic complaint 
was reported at Zimmers 
and Lincoln streets.

Civil matters were 
reported in the 2200 
block o f North Mary 
Ellen and the 900 block 
of Sierra Drive.

Theft was reported at 
Best Western, 2831 N. 
Perryton Parkway. Two 
customers reportedly did 
not pay for their rooms 
•for a loss o f $180.

An assault with minor 
injuries was reported in 
thetOOO block o f  Mary 
Ellens .

A suspicious I vehicle: 
was reported in the 700 
block o f North Davis.

Agency assistance was 
rendered in the 500 block 
of North Price Road.

Lost property, a key 
with keyless entry, was 
reported in the 400 block 
of North Doyle.

Monday, Jan. 12
Officers conducted 

seven traffic stops.
Suspicious persons 

were reported in the 400 
block of Nordi Ballard 
and the 1000 block of 
South Huff Road.

A prowler was report
ed in the 1200 block of 
East Foster.

An alarm was reported 
in the 300 block of West 
Kingsmill.
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Today in History
By Th e  Associated Press

Today is Monday, Jan. 12, the 12th day of 2009. 
There are 353 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
Fifty years ago, on Jan. 12, 1959, Berry Gordy Jr. 

founded Motown Records (originally called Tamla 
Records) in Detroit.

On this date:
In 1519, Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I 

died.
In 1773, the first public museum in America was 

organized, in Charleston, S.C.
In 1915, the U.S. House of Representatives reject

ed a proposal to give women the right to vote.
In 1932, Hattie W. Caraway became the first 

woman elected to the U.S. Senate, after serving out 
the remainder of the term of her late husband,

Thaddeus.

'Give the peo
ple a new word 
and they think 
they have a 
new fac t.'

—  Willa Cather, 
American author

In 1942, President 
Franklin D.
Roosevelt re-estab
lished the National 
War Labor Board.

In 1948, the 
Supreme Court mled 
that state law 
schools could not 
discriminate against 
applicants on the 
basis of race.

In 1966, President
_______________________  Lyndon B. Johnson

said in his State of 
the Union address that the U.S. should stay in South 
Vietnam until communist aggression there was 
ended.

In 1976, mystery writer Dame Agatha Christie 
died in Wallingford, England, at age 85.

In 1986, the shuttle Columbia blasted off with a 
crew that included the first Hispartic-American in 
space, Franklin R. Chang-Diaz.

Ten years ago: The Supreme Court limited state 
regulation of voter initiatives, striking down several 
methods used by Colorado to police such measures.

Five years ago: President George W. Bush and 
Mexican President Vicente Fox forged agreement on 
the contentious issues of immigration and Iraq, 
meeting in Monterrey before the opening of a 34- 
nation hemispheric summit.

Today’s Birthdays; Actress Luisé Rainer is 99. 
Country singer Ray Price is 83. Singer Glenn 
Yarborough is 79. The Amazing Kreskin is 74. 
Country singer William Lee Golden (The Oak Ridge 
Boys) is 70. Former heavyweight boxing champion 
Joe Frazier is 65. Rock musician Cynthia Robinson 
(Sly and the Family Stone) is 65. Singer-musician 
George Duke is 63. Actor Anthony Andrews is 61. 
Movie director Wayne Wang is 60. Radio commen
tator Rush Limbaugh is 58. Actress Kirstie Alley is 
58. Writer Walter Mosley is 57. Country singer 
Ricky Van Shelton is 57. Radio personality Howard 
Stem is 55. Actor Oliver Platt is 49. Actor Olivier 
Martinez is 43. Rock singer Rob Zombie is 43. 
Model Vendela is 42. Actress Farrah Forke is 41. 
Actress Rachael Harris is 4 1. Rock singer Zack de la 
Rocha is 39. Rapper Raekwon is 39. Singer Dan 
Haseltine (Jars of Clay) is 36. Rock musician Matt 
Wong (Reel Big Fish) is 36. Singer Melanie 
Chisholm (Spice Girls) is 35. Contemporary 
Christian singer Jeremy Camp is 31. Rhythm-and- 
blues singer Amerie is 29.
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Letter to the editor —

After learning about the destruc
tion done at Pampa High School 1 
was appalled and disappointed, 
now I ^  mad. It seemed such per
fect timing that after 18 months o f 
portable buildings, difficult park
ing and constant construction on 
campus the second semester of this 
school year would be enjoyed with 
a bit o f normalcy once again. Not 
to be- the selfish and stupid acts of 
two 17-year-old boys would tarnish 
an otherwise exciting time for the 
student body. What in the world 
sort of thrill comes with destruction 
I simply do not understand.

This has such a rippling effect on 
so many people in our community. 
As a single, retired individual on a 
fixed income 1 resent this action 
very much. We had three children

graduate from PHS, two of whom 
returned after completing their col
lege degrees. When the PISD 
school board presented their plans 
for remodeling and updating the 
high school I had no problem 
endorsing the bond issues. After 
all, someone had made the neces
sary adjustments for our children 
and it was now my turn to encour
age our current and future student’s 
success. With the recent vandalism, 
the insurance rates will likely 
increase, it has already been stated 
that a /security officer will most 
likely be hired full-time, and the 
frenzied staff must now endure a 
longer time until classrooms are 
readied one again.

At this time 1 also feel sorry for 
the many individuals and business
es who are so graciously epcour- 
aged the artificial turn installation

at Harvester Field. Certainly they 
have to fear a similar disrespect for 
their commitment by those who 
don’t care.

Are these two dropouts o f either 
our school or anoftier nearby 
school, Thave no Idea, t f  so, that 
also presents another liability, why 
were they allowed to be truant as 
underage and where are the parents 
and their responsibilities- Pampa 
does have an under 18 curfew that 
1 thought was enforced. My strong 
feelings about this matter seem to 
be that the $7,000 bond seemed to 
be simply a slap on the wrist. It is 
my hope that these boys and their 
families will have to make finan
cial restitution as well as years, not 
months, o f community service.

Diann Birdsell
Pampa

; '

RANOITOF
A^ONEYFOR
UP5ncK..,.
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Republicans urge restraint on stimulus
By TO M  RAUM

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP)— Out of 
power. Republicans appear to be 
retreating to familiar old ground. 
They are once again fiscal conserva
tives sounding the alarm about the 
growing federal budget deficit.

Republican lawmakers did not 
seem to mind enjoying the fruits of 
government largesse for the past 
eight years while one of their own 
was in the White House. Now they 
are struggling to regain footing at a 
time of economic rout, a record $ 1.2 
trillion budget deficit and an incom
ing Democratic president claiming a 
mandate for change. -

It might not be the best time for 
running against more government 
spending. But that has not stopped 
Republicans from casting themselves 
as protectors of the public purse, 
striving for relevancy as Congress 
tackles President-elect Barack 
Obama’s stimulus legislation.

“Congress cannot keep writing 
checks and'simply pass lOUs.toour 
children and grandchildren," says 
Sen. John Comyn of Texas. Asks 
House Minority Leader John 
Boehner of Ohio: “How much debt 
are we going to pile on future gener
ations?"

Senate Minority Leader sMitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, gets more 
specific: “We would like, on the 
spending side, obviously, to avoid 
funding things like a mob museums 
or water slides.” Mob museums?

Las Vegas’ effort to include in the 
stimulus legislation federal money to 
set up a museum to showcase 
Nevada’s colorful and storied past in 
organized crime has suddenly 
become the cited example of wasteful 
spending for some Republicans, 
including McConnell.

Perhaps they hope the proposed 
project in the home state of Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid can 
divert attention from the “Bridge to 
Nowhere," an Alaska project that was 
initially a Republican initiative and 
which became the target of 
Democratic scorn.

Obama has pledged that the eco
nomic aid legislation be free of 
potentially wasteful spending on 
projects sought by lawmakers for 
their own districts; Republicans have 
said they agree.

Republican lawmakers also are

seeking to change the mix in 
Obama’s proposal to include more 
tax breaks. But they know they can 
only go so far in trying to throw up 
obstacles to the new president.

“We all understand the need to do 
something ,Ai and to do it quickly,” 
McConnell said late last week. “We 
intend to work with the new president 
... and try and get this right.”

Republicans “seem to be on a 
fiinny tightrope on which they’re try
ing to enunciate a Republican posi
tion," said Fred Greenstein, a presi
dential scholar at Princeton 
University. “They’re saying, ‘Yes it is 
a crisis’, and ‘yes, a lot has to be 
done. But it shouldn’t be too much. 
And it shouldn’t be imprudent.’ They 
seem to be stuck with platitudes and 
truisms.”

Greenstein said the distinguishing 
traits now are “the intensity of the cri
sis” and Obama’s ecumenical out
reach to experts and political leaders 
in both parties.

Obama said he is seeking good 
ideas from all quarters for what will 
be the biggest public spending pro-, 
gram since World War II, one he 
hopes will save or create 3 to 4 mil
lion jobs.

“I want this to work. This is not an 
intellectual exercise. And there’s no 
pride of authorship,” Obama said.
' For Republicans, finding a politi
cally sustainable position that bal
ances the need for action with calls 
for fiscal discipline is a difficult bal
ancing act.

“It’s hard to oppose fixing the 
economy right now,” said Stanley 
Collender, a former congressional 
budget analyst now with QorVis 
Communications, a Washington con
sulting firm. Collender said the depth 
of the crisis makes it difficult for fis
cal conservatives in either party “to 
say that deficits are something that 
should be addressed right now.”

“If you say that, you kind of lose 
credibility,” Collender said.

Republicans also are mindful they 
can overplay their hand, as they did 
in late 1995 when the government 
was shut down in a budget confronta
tion between House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich and President Bill Clinton. 
Republicans expected voters to 
blame Clinton and his Democrats for 
the shutdown. They didn’t. They 
blamed Gingrich’s Republican troops 
and telegraphed that sentiment in

1996 when Clinton was handily re
elected and Democrats increased 
their numbers in Congress.

“It is somewhat disingenuous on 
the part of Republicans to be totally 
concerned about the debt and the 
deficit at this poirjt because they were 
there when the debt went up,” said 
James Thurber, director of the Center 
for Congressional and Presidential 
Studies at American University.

When Bush took office in 2001, 
the government had a projected $5.6 
trillion, 10-year surplus.

Obama has suggested his plan will 
come close to $800 billion, with 
roughly $300 billion in tax cuts for 
middle-income individuals and busi
nesses. That itself was partly a con
cession to Republicans calling for 
more tax relief, and drew predictable 
complaints from liberal Democrats 
who want fewer tax cuts and more 
spent on public works projects.

“Even though Obama is very pop
ular with his mandate for change, 
now we’re figuring out just what the 
‘change’ is, in a separated system 
where Congress has the right to stand 
up and say what it wants, as does the 
minority party,” said Thurber. “So it’s 
messy.”

Tom Raum has covered 
•  Washington for The Associated Press 
since 1973, including five presiden
cies.
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iPresfcribed burns could  
affect lake access

Mf riMi-rh \  »ttoMdl ■ ' 
AlitKît*'*- • IK* .

IS

. LAKE. MEREDITH -  
Some' areas around Lake 

' Meredith will be^losed  
during the next four 
months as the National 
Park Service conducts pre
scribed bums to reduce 
brush overgrowth.

Federal officials' will 
conduct four prescribed 
burns from January 
through May at Lake 
Meredith National
Recreation Area and 

' Alibates Flint Quarries 
National Monument.

Rozanna Pfeiffer with the 
1 National Park Service said 
the burns would be at 
Rosita-Coetas, Cedar 
Canyon, North Canyon and 
South Canyon.

Rosita-Coetas straddles 
the Canadian River. The 

'North Canyon is west of

Road 687/1319 and south 
of Road 3395. Cedar 
Canyon is along the east 
park boundary, north of 
Lake Meredith Harbor and 
south of the Sanford-Yake 
entrance. South Canyon is 
east of the Sanford-Yake 
boat ramp and west of the 
Canadian River Municipal 
Water Authority road along 
the eastern park boundaty.

Pfeiffer said the bums are 
to reduce vegetation and 
restore the park’s prairie 
grasslands to their natural 
cycle of growth.

“The réintroduction of 
fire into the ecosystem pro
motes historical grasslands 
and habitat for wildlife,” 
Pfeiffer said. “Prescribed 
fire reduces the dangers 
associated with catastroph
ic wildfires that could

threaten communities or 
ranchlands and public and* 
firefighter safety.”

She said fire crews will 
spend several months 
removing brush and other 
fuels fi'om the perimeter of 
the bum areas and will be 
in coordination with local 
ranchers and area fire 
departments.

The National Park 
Service began its-^pre- 
scribed fire program at 
Lake Meredith National 
Recreation Area in 1999. 
To date, they have burned 
about 42,000 acres.

Pfeiffer said the bums are 
designed so that the major
ity of the smoke fi’om the 
fires will blow to the north
east. That could affect 
boating and fishing on 
Lake Meredith.

Teen charged with murder
WACQ, Texas (AP)— A 

15-year-old boy charged 
'With capital murder in the 

’ slaying of a man last week 
has also been charged with 

»«kidnapping a woman and 
her child last month, 

'̂ ■’’authorities said.
, The teen was arrested 

' late Friday night in the 
^death of Gregory Lewis, a 

48-year-old found shot on a 
*^road Tuesday. Lewis had 
-'„been shot several times in 

the lower torso but was 
alive when police arrived.

He later died at a local hos
pital.

The teen, whose name 
was not released by police 
because he is a juvenile, 
was arrested late Friday 
and is charged with capital 
murder and two counts of 
aggravated kidnapping, 
said Waco police 
spokesman Steve Anderson 
in a story published online 
Sunday by the Waco 
Tribune-Herald.

Information on the teen’s 
bond was not immediately
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available on Sunday. ‘
Anderson said money 

was taken from Lewis, 
making the crime a capital 
offense.

During the shooting 
investigation, the teen was 
also linked to the Dec. 29 
aggravated kidnapping of a 
24-year-old woman and her 
2-year-old daughter, 
Anderson said. He said that 
the mother and daughter 
had pulled into an apart
ment complex when a man 
approached her car, dis
played a pistol and told her 
to get into the back seat of 
the car.

As the victim got into the 
back seat, three other men 
ran up and got in the car. 
Anderson said one of the 
three men also had a pistol.

The men took the 
woman’s purse and drove 
her to an ATM, telling her 
that if she didn’t with^aw 
money, they would kill her 
and her child, Anderson 
said.

dlgpped the 
her child off 

't^cttMR|)gk.4 ipit^n,’t with
draw any ca^bccause her 
account was empty.
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Oil falls below $39 as 
investors eye US earnings

VIENNA, Austria (AP)— Oil prices fell 
Monday on concerns over global econom
ic g rov^, with key U.S. corporate earn
ings results expected to give a new read
ing on crude demand in the world’s largest 
consuming nation.

Economic worries outweighed factor 
that would normally boost the market ,Àî 
Mideast tensions, signs that OPEC was 
implementing large-scale production cuts 
and the Gazprom-Ukraine gas dispute.

Light, sweet crude for February delivery 
was down $2.25 to $38.58 a barrel by 
midday in Europe in electronic trading on 
the New York Mercantile Exchange. The 
contract on Friday fell 87 cents to settle at 
$40.83.

Steel producer Alcoa, chip maker Intel 
and biotech company Genentech are

expected to report fourth quarter results 
this week, providing investors ̂ i t h  a 
gauge of how deep the current recession 
may be.

“Given that we’re likely to see quite a 
few rather poor fourth quarter earnings 
reports, downward pressure will continue 
to be exerted on oil,” said Victor Shum, an 
energy analyst with consultancy Purvin & 
Gertz in Singapore. “Worries about the 
macroeconomic outlook will continue to 
constrain oil.”

The Labor Department said Friday that 
employers slashed 524,000 jobs in 
Decenibcr <aod 2.4 million jobs for all of 
2008. Tbt^naboa’s unemployment rate 
jumpad->kIL2 percent, the highest since 
1993.

í' .

Our loans offer the perfect combination of 
affordability and flexibility to make every
thing from a new car to a new kitchen 
more accessible to you.

' For more information or to apply for one 
of our loans, call or come by today.

National Bank of 
Commerce

An office o f F irs t N ational B ank 
Waupaca,WI
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account, there are calls 
on many fronts for a better 
state disaster fund.

Republican Gov. Rick 
Perry’s office oversees a 
relatively small amount 
budgeted for disaster 
nee^. He asked lawmak
ers to allocate $50 million 
to a disaster fund in 2007, 
but they didn’t.

The governor will ask 
legislators this time for 
$50 million to $150 mil
lion to help pay for evacu
ations and o^er immediate 
costs that arise, said Perry 
senior adviser Mike 
Morrissey.

It would be used to reim
burse local governments 
and vendors, like evacua
tion bus contractors, even

if their expenses are cov
ered by federal disaster aid 
that is slow in arriving. 
Then if federal dollars 
come in that money would 
replenish the state fund. It 
would not cover personal 
losses or expand existing 
reimbursement items, 
Morrissey said.

In 2007, lawmakers 
approved legislation to 
create a new disaster fimd 
but it was never supplied 
with money. Galveston 
City Manager Steve 
LeBlanc said the city 
applied for help fi’om the 
f ^ d  but learned only then 
there was no money in it.

“1 find that unaccept
able,” LeBlanc said. 
“Something like this could 
have helped many coastal 
communities.”

Niunerous communities 
affected by the hurricane 
agree, Eiland said, noting 
that even if the Federal

Emergency Management 
Agency covers a disaster 
expense, a local govern
ment often must provide 
25 percent of the cost. In 
some cases communities 
wait years for FEMA reim
bursements, he said.

“You think the city of 
Galveston has an extra tax 
laying around to make 
those huge upfront pay
ments?” he said. “It seems 
sometimes FEMA forgets 
the ’e’ stands for ’emer
gency,’ and not ’eventual
ly.’ “

Meanwhile, the national 
group Protecting America 
wants Texas to create a 
“catastrophe firad” to pre
pare for a wide range of 
needs before, during and 
after a natural disaster. The 
money would be invested 
in financial markets and 
presumably grow over 
time, much like a 401K 
retirement plan, though the

proponents acknowledge 
the current economic cli
mate makes those types of 
financial investments 
risky.

Protecting America envi
sions creating a national 
catastrophe fund available 
to states that have created 
one for themselves, said 
retired Coast Guard 
Admiral James M. Loy, 
who co-chairs the group 
with former FEMA direc
tor James Lee Witt. If 
Texas creates such a fimd 
it would position itself 
well for response to disas
ters, Loy said.

“It’s not a matter of if,” 
he said, “it’s a matter of-^- 
when.”

Associated Press writer 
Juan A. Lozano con
tributed to this report from 
Galveston.

Daily Horoscope

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tueutay, J»n 
i3 , 2009
Thii yew, you mike your mwk more 
often than in the p u t Indiviihuls 
reepond fw more one on one than in 
groupa You btoaden your outlook by 
eapenencing life in olhera' shoet 
Understanding and compaasion will 
evolve u  a lesuh. To many, it might have 
felt u  if you had hlinden on for the p u t 
few years Financial converu liou  
mcreau. but so do u  the possibility for 
your ftnancial wel|.bemg If you sie sin
gle, you will meet many people this yew. 
but the person who might be more exotic 
or diffeient provu to be very mletesting 
If you are inacbed. pUmmg a special 
long-dented tnp togiether adds to the 
closeneu and warmth between you. 
VIRGO can be liissy and critical

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll 
Have 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
3-Average; 2-So-so; l-DilTicuh

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
WWWW You might be mote fosay than 
usual u  you look at the panotima of 
work that surroundi you. Lighten up 
about a fhendahqi. especudly if H sends 
rays of laughter and lightnen into your 
life, even when you are working 
Tonight: diooM  1  stresa-bueler 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
* * * * *  wiiere oihen collide with s 
wall, you find u  altetnative. U u  your 
ingenuity to make your plans, work and 
lelanonihips euier and better When sit- 
uanons f tw . you cannot help but feel 
good Tonight Cut out of wotk and stwl 
enjoymg yourself 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* * *  Your fenuly and dotnesne life stw 
for many. Othen will be dealmg with 
security and property You feel the need 
to shore up your foundations. You can 
move a project fonvatd with the support 
o f a key pwtner. Don’t tty to go it alone. 
Tonight: Happy at home 
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
* * * * *  Speak yow mind Get on top 
of your game, understanding that you loo 
have linua A pwtner seeina more gener
ous than be or she hat been m a while 
People are changing, and you need to 
adjust your imtge Tomght Speak your 
mind.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22)
* * *  Be aware of your finances, even 
though a project could dialract you Put a 
limit on spending, knowing what it 
enough tod when to pull back Othen 
seem very generous w first Play the 
waitmg game Tomght: Pay bills 
VIRGO(Aug 23-Ssp( 22)
* * * * *  Slop in the morning and 
nonce how you feel You are full of enw- 
gy You can do anything, at whalevw 
lime Someone serves as a muse in that 
he or she inapirea you and perhapa oth- 
en. Tonight: Let your hah down 
LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22)
* * *  Take your mne makmg decinoos. 
You want to remam on lop of your game, 
but right now thw looks like backng off, 
thinking and relaxmg. You have many 
imaghiaave flights of fency Tonight 
Vsrash mio your thoughts 
S C O R nO  (Oct 23-Nov. 21)
* * * * *  You could be lissening to a 
friend or group of associates, feehnglhal 
finally you are on the same page Is this 
raally tnie? Aasianc thw at leaal in theo
ry you are on the same pagb Tomght:

Where the acnon is.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dac 21) 
* * *  Take a stand with those you look 
up to, but pick and chooae your words 
and style. Othen would like to hew your 
ideas, especially as you present a novel, 
dynanuc view. Speak your mind, but use 
diplomacy Tonigbl: A must show. 
CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19) 
* * * * *  DonS heshale to call in an 
expert Your willingness to explore 
optioos separates ytm from othen 
Schedule á trip, workshop or some other 
type o f mind-openuig experience 
Tomght: If you cannot find a Scrabble or 
chess partnw. go for aobtaire. 
AQUARIUS (Jm 20-Feb IS) 
* * * * *  A partnw tapa mao your enw- 
gy. Yon will gel paal an mm rdialr aiafo 
once this mportant conversatioa ocean 
Your mmd-sei could be changmg as 
more feedback comes ia from diflcrent 
trusted associates Tonighl. Dtnnw fra 
two.
PISCES (Feb 19-March 20)
* * * * *  Othen are defimlely runamg 
the show If you don't push or contest 
anothw’i  ideaa. everything will fell mao 
place. A meeang proves to be most auc- 
caasfiil if you reBx and allow othen to 
diaplay the* true colon Tonight: Let 
someone elaa choose

BORN TODAY
Actor Robert Slack ( 1919), danew Owen 
Verdoa (1923), actor Orlando Bloom 
(1977)

Jaopieline Bigw ia on the Internet at 
hl^://wwwjacqaeliaabigwcom 
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Fire
Continiied from Page 1

o f the junior high 
sch(x>l, which is connect
ed to the high school and 
also suffered damage.

A prayer service was 
held Monday morning 
outside the fire-ravaged 
high school, as adminis
trators try to determine 
where classes will be 
held.

HOWWIUYOUPAYFOR 
REHREMENT? LET'S TALK. 

IÍMMÜI8
financial A(Msor |
1 9 2 1 N Hobart 
P»npa,TX 79065  
80 666 5 6 7 5 3

ilu.mljones
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Carpcalry, Rooflog,
RepUcement Windowi, 
steel siding & thm. 
Continuous gutters. Jer- 
ly Nicholas 669-9991, 
662-8169

OVERJffiAD DOOR 
REPAIR KidweU Con- 
stnictioo. Call 669- 
6347.

JACK'S Plumbing, 715 SECRETARY / Office 
W. Fdtier, 665-7115. «vMgr. needed for oilfield 

\e rv . business. Apply in 
person, 226 S. Price Rd.

14eäae.Sen.

W iaW  SjMcitl

4liMi 4 itfi
$18J0

SlliM 4 Ji|i
$ 2 U 0

Specials good {on 

Decenlier 

]anuari| 

Felruary

1 Public Notice

j

We h a v e _

Tm ^n "gltore.
Sales Associate
ShaniffvW eam s, a leader in ttw paint and coalings indus- 
ty  has an opening al our Pampa, TX store lor a (pait41iM) 
Salaa Aaaodata. In this position, you wM assist customers, 
stock and price products, mainlain store dhplays and im  
and mix paim. (Position requires 20 to 25 hours per week.) 
Here's what you gel: Compeeive salary, company paid 
kaining, undorms, employee dncourXs and growth opportu
nities.
Here’s what you need: High school diploma or equivalent, 
ability to woik a l scheduled hours and valid driver's license.

Apply In person to; ScoQ Portor, Store Manager
Apply at: The Sherwln WMIama Company 

2109 H. Hobart Pampa, TX 7S066 
T al:(m )6«S ^

A n eq u al 
o p p o rto n ily  
em p lo yp r 
M /F /D /V

H i

—  ATTEhmaNT_.. 
Licensed General 

Contractors 
& Sub-Contractors 

Requesting Bids for 
renovation project; 
framing, drywaU, con
crete and masonry 
worlc. Submit notifica
tion of interest to Pam- 
pa’s Tribute To Woody 
Guthrie, Attn. Execu
tive Director, 320 S. 
Cuyler, Pampa, TX. 
79065, no later than 
Feb. 1, 2009. Inquiries 
806-663-9078. 
0 1 3 Jan J2 jl9 j2 0 0 9

S S p e A ^ l o d c ^ ^

ADVERTISING Ma
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News, 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa

13 Bus. Opp._____
GREAT Investment 
opp. Pampa motel. Re- 
t i ^  couple or individu
al, 665-1875, 806383- 
1985.

NU-WAY
CLEANING SERVICE 
Bob Marx Owner-Oper
ator. Call 665-3541.

14b Gen. Serv.

HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Child- 
ers Btwfaew,*faic ~800̂  
299-9563, 806352-
9563
COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or 
build new. Free esti- 
males. Call 669-7769. 
CERAMIC tile work. 
Remodeling floor, 
shower, kitchen. Tex
ture, painting, dry wall. 
Free esti. Call 665-3453 
leave message, Jesus 
Barraza.

21 Help WanUd
NOTICE

Readers are urged to 
fully investigate adver
tisements which requite 
payment in advance for 
information, services or 
goods.

N E ^  Reliable, bperi- 
enced, maintenance 
man. Some plumbing 
knowledge needed. 
Must have tools & 
transportation. 665- 
1875.

MCLEAN 
CARE 

CENTER
has immediate 
opening for Certi
fied Nurse Aides. 
Come by McLean 
Care Center or call 
806-779-2469 for 
more information.

CDL Driver needed, 
pulling Belly Dumps. 
Drug test required. Call 
662-5005.
CANADIAN Family 
Physicians is now tak
ing applications for the 
position of LVN. Bene
fits package offered. 
Apply in person 1025 S. 
3id St., Canadian

JH Concrete Woik. 
Stamps, driveways, ad
dition, fences, patios. 
Free Est. 806-382-5408.

W r P j o w i n ^ f a r ^

TREE CUTTING 
SERVICE

^ ^  6 6 2 - 1 0 0 0 ^ ^

CIRCLE M Plumbing. 
Repair, Remodel. Resi., 
Comm. Over 30 yrs. as 
a Master Plumber. Mike 
J. McBride, M l2260. 
Call 806-6265204.

FULL & Part-time Pro- 
videti needed for Pam- 
pa area for adult & pe
diatric patients. Part- 
time Provider needed 
for Panhandle patients 
on Saturdays. Above 
average pay & trip fee. 
Nurses By Prescription, 
806355-1899.

NEED lady to clean. 
References a must. Call 
665-1875.

ASPHU4DH Tree Ex- 
|>ert Co., is seeking 
Crew Forepersons and 
Trimmers to work in 
the Pampa & Borger 
area. Qualified appli
cants fiiust-have a CDL 
and be able to pass a 
background check. 
(Full-Time / Year- 
Round Employment). In 
order to be considered 
an applicant, you must 
complete a pre-employ
ment application. Inter
ested applicants should 
oontact..'Tiuman Beck 
at (806)544-6894. Drug 
Free Workplace.
EOE:AA-M/FA'/D

CORNERSTONE Bap
tist Cliutch is now hir
ing a Part-Time Secre
tary. Interested appli
cants can call 6696509, 
send resume to 2410 W. 
23fd,6feiM5Il8---------
i:(iniefSllllieWrhrn.mlWi

A X Y D L B A A X R  
is L O N G F E L L O W

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the twp_0’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints. Eiach day the code letters are different.
1-12 CRYPTOQUOTE

U N U S  A D J  S H O H W  X J H F  

U S Z B D G S M  D H  X J H F S ’ B
’W

Q G V H  W U W H Q Z  Q G V H F

U S Z  B  .D _ Q .^  M D M_ .,__ X,  J _H F

— U S J S Z N J C F
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: WHERE THERE IS 

CHARITY AND WISDOM, THERE IS NEITHER FEAR 
NOR IGNORANCE. — ST. FRANOS OF ASSISI

^ F r v E
V.R|yERS

WE are GROWING 
at

JBS Five Rivers 
Cattle Feeding! 

Full Time
Management Positions 

Dalhart Texas Area 
Assistant Mill 

Manager(s)
Benefits include paid 
time off, 401(k) Plan, 
Family Medical, RX, 
Dental, Vision, Life, 
Disability Insurance 
for under $40 a week. 
Relocation Assistance 
is available for most 
positions.

Come GROW with 
us, email resume with 
salary requirements to 
careertOfiverivericattle.

com

and write Aaalati 
Mill Manager in the 
subject line. Drivers li
cense and Pre-Em- 
pTdyment Drug Screen 
RM uireAEOEM ^

\ l l  < II \M (  s
I .ínIc\  ( I mil' ( o. 

is l.tk iiii:
. ip p lil  .l iio n s  in

P.iin|Ki. I \ .
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\  l \l>. 
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d ir s i  I i r i i i  ks. Im .ik rs  
j i i d  ui n i l .tl r i ‘|).iii 

• I (ill l ( i  III I'M I 'k u . 
S5<i Î40I 

\  \ M
nr (SOOi 44.<-S5SM

i l i n t

NEED exp. Roust
abouts for Miami, TX 
area. Drug test req. Call 
580-819-1073.

PART Time position 
avail. Days vary. Duties 
incl.: sides, cashier,
stocking, cleaning, de
livery, able to lift 50 
lbs. Must be mature, 
friendly, clean. Apply 
in person Heard-Jones

5 0 B u U d i^ ^ u |> g l^

White House Lumber 
101 S. Ballard 

669-3291

ó O H o u s e h o j^ ^ ^ ^

COOKSTOVES, bed
room film., freezers & 
complete home fumish-

69 Mise.

DIETARY/KITCHEN 
AIDE: Various duties 
in diningroom &  kitch
en area. Prepare / dear 
trays, etc. Must be relia
ble & dedpendable. 
EOE. Please apply in 
person at CORONADO 
HEALTHCARE CEN
TER, 1504 W. Ken
tucky, Ave., Pampa 
NURSES Unlimited 
Inc. is seeking enthusi
astic and outgoing 
Caregivers to assist cli
ents in the home with 
personal care, meal 
prep & light housekeep
ing. P-T. EOE. Call 1- 
888-859-0631.
OPEN Positions at 
Pampa ISD: Property 
Services Technician. In
terested apidicants 
should apply in person, 
321 W.* Albert or call 
Debbie Middleton. 806 
669-4718.
PART-'nME Church 
Secretary needed. Exp. 
in word. Excel, Publish
er, Power Point. High
land Baptist Church, 
665-3300, M-F, 9-Ip. 
«  come by 408 W. 
Kingsmill, Ste. I73A

ADVERTISING Ma
terial to be placed in 
the Pampa News 
MUST be placed 
through the Pampa 
News Office Only. 
CUSTOM SOY CAN
DLES. Jar &  lid filled. 
Unique & favorite 
scents. 669-2158
RED Bam ()^ n  Sat. 
10-5pm. 1420 S.
Barnes, 665-2767.
LE Chic Boutique. 113 
W. Foster. 11-5:30. 
Clearance Sale Jan. 12- 
17. New fashion wigs 
for all skin tones. 
HREWOOD For Sale. 
Cut to order. 806-662- 
1000.

80 Pets & Su^gL

EXPERIENCE the 
home away from home 
with our furnished 
rooms. Internet ready. 
Wkly 8t monthly rates. 
White Deer Motel. 883- 
2572 or 665-1875.

96UnftinL Apts.
LAKEVIEW Apt. 1 4  
2 bdr. unfiim. apt. Call 
for availability. Ref. 4  
deposit req. 669-4386

LARGEST in Pampa 
Spacious 142 bdr. apts. 
Friendly neighbors. 
Reas, rates. 665-1875.

THE Schneider House, 
now leasing apts., 1 4  2 
bdr., utilities itigj 120 
S. Russell or call 665- 
0415.

98 Unfkini. Houses

PICK up rental list, in 
Gray Box, at 125 S. 
Houston, Pampa.
IN Lefors, 1 bedm m  
house for rent, $275 
mo, $275 dep. CaU 595- 
0656

FREE puppies to good 
home, 2 female, I male 
bom Nov. 4th. Call 
662-1307

95 Furn. Apts.

Petroleum Bulk 
Drivers

E a s t e x  C r u d e  C o .
I S  t a k in g  

a p p l ic a t io n s  in 
P a m p a . T X .

F o r  D a y  &  N i g h t  D r i v e r s  
Applicants must have a 

Class • A " CDL with 
Hazmat & Tanker 

Endorsements 
•Home Daily 

•Full Benefit Pkg

Clint (903)856-2401 
x-137

(800)443-8580

Immediate Openings for 
Industrial Painters

Must have industrial and automotive-type 
quality painting experience. Flex hours. 

References preferred.

NOV offers competitive pay and an excel
lent benefit package including:

EQUAL NOUStNO OPPOBTUWTV
All real estate adver
tised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to ad
vertise "any prefer
ence, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or natioiuil ori 
gin, or intenhon to 
make any such prefer
ence, limilahon, or 

- diicriminarinn'  State 
law also forbids dis- 
critpination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
ai^  advertjaing for re
al estate which it in vi- 
ototian of.Jhe law. All 
penoas are hereby in
formed that all dwell
ings advertised are 
available on an equal 
om oi1uni^_^sis^

PHONE IN - MOVE IN
It's not just

getting a mortgage 
it's building your future.

¡Llámenos y 
Múdese Pronto!*

1-888-883-2086
call today for your 
Free Pre-approvall*

PhMKRri ky CwdW Mortp̂  WO
h«LMl Lm9Ì N| OHM I» apfMir Mn»^

1-888-891-8764
ToB Frar

B camino a casa nUs ràpido, 
nWte simple, y mis conveniente.-

T iter
con-
Qrom

Medical
Dental
Prescription
Vision
Vacation

Life -   ̂
AD&D 
401k 
Holidays

high
lect-
and

was 
ning 
aged 
inis* 

■mine 
be

Preemployment drug screen and criminal 
background check required, 

c.
Worldwide leader in the design, manufac
ture and sale of comprehensive systems 
and components used in oil and gas 
drilling production,

fax: 806-661-4157
email: rebecca.downey@nov.com

EQUAL O PPO RTUNITY EMPLOYER

AUSTIN SCHOOL DISTRICT North and North East
12016 White Acim ............... . .$249,900. ..............4/2.5/3 - 244I!f/GCAD
12004 While Aciei................... $209,900 .................3/2/2-23»SF/GCAD
2332 ChefOkee .............. $187,500 3/2/2 - 2654 SF/GCAD
2SI8 Eveigmen ..................... .$179,900 . .................3/2/2-2331 Sf/GCAD
2745 Amen St......................... .$16SJ100 ............... 3/2.V2-2088 Sf/GCAD
18l9Eveigreen ..................... $162.500 ...... ........4/1,.75,.75/2 - 2315Sf/GCA0
2235ChiWlne ....................... $162.000 ..............3/2.V1 -2326 SF/GCAD
2300 Navajo.......................... .$159,000....................... 4/25/2 - 2088 Sf/GCAD
2224 N ChiWIne..................... $147,500 ...... .................4/2/2 ■ 1914 Sf/GCAO
2401 MayEteh . . -.4129400 .TT-rr, r,.rrro. .3/1.75/2 - 1846 Sf/GCAO
406EUndoDi ....................... $120,000....................... 2/1.5/2-1856 SF/GCAD
2525 Chailei .............. $112,500 ...... .................3/2/2-2019 SF/GCAO
1020 Maty Elen ......... $99,500 , ..............3/1.7VI-1811 Sf/GCAO
2530 Maty Eton..................... $95,000 . ............ 4/1.75/1 • 1684 Sf/GCAO
1239wnnon......................... $62.500 . .................3/2/2-1418 Sf/GCAD
1510 wnrtoh....................... $59,900 .................4/1/1 ■ 1404 SF/GCAO
2ll3Nwntton ...................... .$S6J)00........ ...................3/1/1 -972 SF/GCAD
l344Gartond ....................... . .$23,000 ........ ............... 4/1/1 - 888 Sf/GCAD
LAMAR SCHOOL DISTRICT South West

1 t)4i$cnmiv .......................
TRAVIS SCHOOL DISTRICT West and North West

■ » Ti ff 9 t t » wn » wruwi'u .$1364100 ..............3/1,76/2-Wn Sf/GCAD.
2100 Leo St............................ ,$128,0» : ......... 3/2/2 - tswsf/gcad
2112 Lynn ............................ 41204X10 .................J/2/2-l520Sf/GCO
1I33WIOW ...... $98.0» ..............3/2/2 - 1570 Sf/GCAO
lòObNSimnet .................. $85.9» ........... 3/1.75/2 - 1277 Sf/GCAO
2137NFouAnei ............... . $824X10 ..............3/1.75/1 - 1475 Sf/GCAO
2900 Roiewood Ln ............... . $64.5» . ............... 3/1.5/0- 1537 Sf/GCAO
1145 Seneca Lane ............. , $664XX)
WILSON SCHOOL DISTRICT South Eost
437 Jupllei..............  .......... . $89.»0....................... 3/1.5/2- 1728 SF/GCAD
1408 Btownirig....................... ..$57,0»........ ..r......2/l/lcat-1414Sf/6CAO
1001 E Fouet......................... $49,0»........ ................. 3/1/0- 1220 SF/GCAO
l048Neel............................. . .$404XX)...... .................  3/2/1 1277 Sf/GCAO
4l5Startiwealhei.................. . $304XX)........
OTHER AREAS Outside Pompo City Limits
530 Actti Near Lefon.............. $5304X10
7400CntvRd14...................... .$12S4XX) ...... ...........4/3/0 2866 SFHOActei
6232 FM 291. Alonreed ........... . .$904XX)........ ...........4/2/ICpt-2<XX)SF/5Actei
401 E 4th, Letón ................... . $41,0»........ .................2/1/2-lOWSfGCAO

MATIOMAL OILWELL VARCO

Fíinpa Realty Inc. 66941007
PMwa ns t iMHiiie ns

Jbn Dovktoon (Md/OWMO. .662-9021
Rab^ccoAklnt ..................662-2190
lobwt AndwwaM.............. 666-6M7
KoMnaHghom ........   M -M IO
MCotpwiter..................... 664-0464
CMita C«p«nlw................664-046$
Donna Courtw................... 690-0779
Itola FWwrfMOt)................440-2314
JohneoddardfMat).........J9S-1234
Unda Lopocka...................A62-9611
Zab Solon .........................664-0312
landra tchunoinan (MR) .462-7291

VM  CINTVRY 21 COMMUNffifl- on AOlOKoywordCINTURV 21

2126 N. Banks. 2 bdr., 
1 ba.. I car gar. $550 
mo., $300 dep. 972- 
896-6180 Owner Agent
3 bdr. houses $650- 
$725. Very clean, c h/a, 
garages, fenced. Depos
its $500. 584-1266
I bdr., 1 ba. washer / 
dryer hookups, 808 
Beryl. $350 mo. $350 
dep. CaU 665-5473.

9 9 S t o r B l d g ^ ^ ^

TUMBLEWEED 
Acres, self storage 
units. Various sizes. 
665-0079,665-2450.

102 Bus. Rental
OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months ffee 
rent. 669-6841. 
DOWNTOWN Office 
space forrent. Utilities 
4  cleaning service pro
vided. Ample parking. 
669-6823

OFFICE iVACE 
FORRENT 

NBCFLAZA 
806-665-4100

103 Homes For Sole
2901 RoKwood. Total
ly remodeled inside 4  
out. C h4a, 3 bdr., easy 
to enter Irg. shower w/ 
seals." AIT' ipptt.' ittcl. 
Huge 2 car an. gar. Lrg. 
det. workshop. $66,000. 
665-5923,669-1777. 
BEAUTIFUL Country 
Log Home. 4 bdr., #  bu. 
15 acres. .30x30 ibop. 
664-2759.
H K 3 H ^f CASH 
PAID
FOR HOUSES!
CALL 665-1875

Newly (jonstiucted 
by 'Tinii.-vBuilt 
Homes: Nearly 

Complete. 3BR, 2 
Bath, w/office. 
2-car garage. 

Approx. 17S0sq ft. 
for $184,9(X). Call 

Gary at Tnistar 
Realty at 440.1698 

or Sheila at 440.1690

O w ner Will 
F inance

406 E. KingsmiO 
1131 S. W eib  

629 N. Dwight 
103 B urdctt-(in  

SkcUytown) 
C aD G ary  

a t T ru s ta r  Realty 
0064165-4595

0 w n e r W i l l ! W ?  
EZ T em a  

1333 G arU nd, ' 
I b d r . l b a ,

1 car carport

2011 Coffee .
3  bdr, 1 ba • 

could be 4 bdrm  
sunrooiii in b ad i

3 4 1  » Q u ir i : 
3 b d r , , l  ba. 
Fenced Yard ' 
C a M O to n  • 

806-790-0027 I

SMALL 2 bdr. Central 
heat. Some hardwood. 
Utility room. 405 Petty, 
o w e . 662-7557. .

l l S T i ^ e r ^ r t »

T V M B L E W ^ ^ ^ i 
Acres, Storm Shehm, 
feaced, slor. bldg, aviiil. 
665-0079,665-2450.'

120 AnUw
NICE 2001 Cadillac 
DeVille. Loaded. $6000 
oho. CaU 486-1270.

121 Trucks
m

99 CMC K 1500 4X4 
Sierra. 2 dr. RiUy load
ed tow package. Mid
night Biue. Beautiful 
cond. I16,(X)0 miles. 
$6,999 or wiU take bids 
tiU the 14th. Top bid 
lakes H. 801-440-5731

1 2 ^ o ^ ^ ^ c c m s .

NEWLY reaovaled 
1989 Super V Charo- 
pton ski 4  fUhittg boat. 
Rebuilt mariner «wg 2 
motor ISO HP w/ trail
er. Taking bids tiU the 
14th. Top bid takes it. 
801-440-5731 or 808- 
960-5119

\ \

mailto:rebecca.downey@nov.com
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Keeping home life-support 
up when power goes out

WASHINGTON (AP)— For many of the growing mil
lions who depend on home medical equipment, a power 
outage goes way beyond the inconvenience most of us 
feel. It could be deadly.

It’s an issue that snuck up on emergency officials as 
better medical treatments over the past decade have 
helped more critically ill people not only survive but 
move out of nursing homes.

The Associated Press found emergency planners 
around the country struggling to find new ways to identi
fy people at risk before the lights go out, to ensure they 
will have the aid they need to survive small outages or 
big ones.

How serious is the problem?
When ice downed electric lines in Epping, N.H., last 

month, police found 60-year-old Richard Lapoint dead, 
hooked to his powerless oxygen machine. The town’s 
rescue workers hadn’t known he was power-dependent.

During Hurricane Ike, at least three people with med
ical ,ponditions died when the storm knocked out power. 
Carolyn Williams and John Manley, both dialysis patients 
who stayed on Galveston Island died because they could 
not^et treatment. Martha Ferguson, a cancer patient, died 
when her oxygen machine shut down.

A generator and stack of batteries couldn’t keep up with 
Gatlan Graham’s ventilator and other life-supporting 
equipment when Hurricane Ike knocked out power to his 
Houston home for 14 days in September. The family fled 
in search of electricity, spending more than $1,500 to 
keep the 17-year-old alive.

When Hurricane Gustav hit Louisiana, dozens of peo
ple with home oxygen machines in tow evacuated to gov
ernment medical shelters, where surprised officials had to 
scramble to find enough old-fashioned oxygen tanks 
when back-up generators in Baton Rouge failed.

Utilities in every state operate “medical priority lists” 
designed to track who depends on power for life. But an 
AP survey found huge state-to-state variations that sug
gest only a-fraction of patients know they could sign up. 
Illinois’ biggest utilities together report 10,000 patients 
on critical-care lists, for example. Neighboring Indiana’s 
biggest list carries just 2,000 names.

Even if patients did sign up, in large outages companies 
don’t have the ability to restore power to one home 
before another down the street. The lists may offer false 
hope.

“The power companies don’t get on the phone and dial 
911 for their customers,” said Dr. David Prezant, chief 
medical officer for the New York City Fire Department, 
who is pushing for medical registries of the power- 
dependent. “When there’s a blackout, citywide, nation
wide, we are really unprepared with any structured data
base, knowledge of who these people are and where they 
are.”

Registiies are starting to form , from Benton County^ 
Ark., to North Dakota, which begins a statewide Web- 
based registry this month.

A pilot project in northwest Ohio is giving cards to life- 
support users to hang in their windows during a flood or 
tornado, signaling to rescuers if they need help or arc OK.

San Diego Gas & Electric says it recently met with 
each of its 700 known power-dependent customers to dis
cuss emergency plans for outages, and offers advance 
warning when wildfires trigger rolling blackouts.

In contrast, this is the advice from Idaho’s Public 
Utilities Commission: “If someone has a power require
ment for life and health, the individual is responsible for 
coming up with their own back-up plans.”

To help people prepare, the Food and Drug 
Administration this spring plans to issue the first check
list for device recipients to receive when leaving the hos
pital.

Emergency workers feel the clock ticking.
“It’s incumbent upon us over the next months, 

before we get into hurricane season again, to have a bet
ter plan than we had going into Ike,” said Terry Moore, 
Houston’s deputy emergency management coordinator.

Under consideration are mobile “charging stations” that 
could rotate through Houston neighborhoods for patients 
to recharge depleted batteries, or perhaps evacuating the 
power-dependent.

“This is a huge vulnerability,” added Dr. Lewis 
Rubinson of the University of Washington, who advises 
the government on disaster preparations and separately is 
preparing guidelines for emergency oxygen supplies. 
“This is something that patients should demand.”

It’s a growing population. Roughly 2 million people 
use home oxygen machines, mostly “concentrators” that 
make oxygen on the spot as long as electricity flows. Just 
a few years ago, oxygen-gas tanks that don’t require 
home electricity were the norm.

At least another 10,000 people breathe with home ven- 
* tilators, and thousands more have implanted heart pumps
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Kristin Graham, left, and her son Gatlin leave 
after a visit to the doctor in Houston. For 
many of the growing millions who depend on 
home medical equipment a power outage 
could be deadly. H's an issue that snuck up on 
emergency officials.
called VADs, or ventricular assist devices.

There even are a few remaining users of those body-’ 
encasing iron lungs infamous fi-om the polio era; Moore 
counts 19 in Houston-area homes. Last May, a Tennessee 
woman who spent nearly 60 years in an iron lung after 
childhood polio died when the power went out and her 
family couldn’t get an emergency generator woiking.

Millions more use other at-home equipment: dialysis 
machines, nebulizers, IV and nutrition pumps, CPAP 
breathing masks. But power failures bring the most 
immediate risk for users of ventilators, heart piunps and 
oxygen.

Ventilators and heart pumps have internal batteries that 
last 45 minutes to a few hours, time to put on longer-last
ing batteries or get to help. Some portable oxygen con
centrators can run on batteries for three hours or four 
hours or be plugged into a car adapter, but patimts typi
cally depend on oxygen suppliers to deliver old-fash
ioned tanks of the gas for emergency use.

No one knows how often a power outage means death 
for such patients. Typically, death certificates note just 
the underlying disease, said disabilities specialist Lex 
Frieden of the University of Texas at Houston, who tried . 
to track down the power-dependent diuing Dee’s pro
longed outage to see who needed help.

Back-ups sometimes fall even in short outages.
Last summer, 15-year-old Fernando Vargas died when 

a Boston power outage silenced his ventilator early one 
morning.. ^

When the power went out in Caipentersville, DL, die 
implanted pump powering Jack Bostwick’s heart 
stopped, too, a week after the 60-year-old’s optimistic 
discharge fixim the hospital in May 2007. The device’s 
internal emergency battery somehow had dislodged, 
apparently giving him no time to insert longer-lasting 
ones. His fa irly  asks why Bostwick, newly registered on 
the utility’s critical-care list, wasn’t warned about a 
planned outage for pole repair. The utility declined com
ment because of a pending lawsuit.

But long outages are the big threat because batteries 
don’t last and oxygen tanks need repeated refills.

“I thought I was prepared,” said Houston’s Kristin 
Graham. Before Hurricane Ike, she readied a generator, 
gasoline and rechargeable batteries that could run son 
Gatlan’s ventilator for six hours to nine hours on a 
charge, and his oxygen machine for another few hours.

But the outage lasted so long, Graham said: “We could
n’t afford to buy the highest-powered generator on the 
market. You can’t run that generator 24 hours. You run it 
a couple of hours, you let it rest a couple of hours. I could 
never get all the batteries recharged.”

Graham signed up for her utility’s priority list and 
Houston’s 211 emergency service, but said no one 
checked if she needed aid. Ultimately she loaded Gatlan, 
his medical equipment and his 4- and 8-year-old siblings 
into the family van and checked into a hotel room, first in 
a less hard-hit Houston area and later in cheaper Austin, 
to get electricity.

“I don’t know what people would do if they didn’t have 
a way to get out on their own,” she said. “No one cared 
this time if you were on a critical list. They couldn’t. It 
was too broad.”

E v e n t s  a n d
OPPORTUNITIES

•The Austin Booster Club will be having their 
annual Chili Supper on Thursday, January 15th fi'om 5 
pm til 8 pm in the Austin Elementary School 
Cafeteria, 1900 Duncan. Tickets are $5.00 per person 
for a bowl of chili or fiito pie, drink and dessert. 
Available for carryout also.

• Members of Crowley, Texas, High School Class 
of 1989 are organizing a class reunion. For more 
information, e-mail chs89reunion@gmail.com or con
tact Nancy Dodgen Dyess (817) 994-0969 or Misty 
Shewmaker Hollis at (817) 991 -8090.

• A fnster/adoptlvb parent informatiooal meeting 
is scheduled at 7 p.m. Jan. 13 at TexaiD cpaitoehtoT 
Family and Protective Services, 3521 SW 15th, in
Amarillo. Foster care and adoption of foster children 
will be the focus of the upcoming meeting. For more  ̂
information, call (806) 354-6292.

• M-O-N-E-Y for college? Yes, you can send that 
son or daughter to college. Find out how on FINAN
CIAL AIDE NIGHT at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15 in the 
Pampa High School Auditorium. Your questions will 
be answered when you hear PHS counselors Starla 
Kindle and Linda Haenisch speak along with High 
Plains Student Loan Center representatives who will 
be on-hand to explain grants, scholarships, woik- 
study programs and loans. Seniors and parents should 
definitely attend this important meeting. Juniors and 
parents interested in getting a look at their iuture are 
also invited.

• The Red Hat Dollies Society of Pampa will meet 
at 11:30 a.m. Jan. 15 at the Pampa Senior Citizens 
Center, 500 W. Franicis, for its monthly meeting. If 
interested in joining the society, call 669-9916, 669- 
9297 or 669-3580.

• ‘‘Live On Stage” Community Concerts of
Pampa will present pianist Dale Gonyea at 2:30 p.m. 
Jan. 25 at M.K. Brown Auditorium in Pampa. 
Attendance is by membership only. However, tickets 
for in^vidual performances may be purchased aPthe 
door for $25. For more information, call 665-0343 or 
contact Ruth Riehart, president, at 665-3362. The final 
performance planned for the ciurent season will be 
“Pianafiddle,” a combination of familiar tunes by 
pianist Lynn Wright and violiaist/fiddler Adam 
DeGraff improvising to get toes tapping and hands 
cliq>ping. Their performance is scheduled for 7:^0 
p.m. March 6 in M.K. Brown Auditorium.

• Pampa Book Club will meet at 10 a.m. the second 
Wednesday of each month in the Texas Room of 
Lovett Memorial Library. The 2009 reading schedule 
is as follows: Jan. 14, “The Last Lecture” by Randy 
Pausch; Feb. 11, “TTiree Cups of Tea” by Greg 
Mortenson and Davie Relin; March 11, “Home: A 
Memoir of My Early Years” by Julie Andrews; and 
April 8, “The Glass Castle” by Jeannette Walls. The 
\ ^ y  13 book for review will be announced at a later . 
date. Public welcome.

• The South Plains Agriculture Wind and 
Wildlife Conference will begin with registration at 
7:30 a.m. Feb. 13 at the American Wind Power Center 
and Museum in Lubbock. The conference is being 
conducted by Texas AgriLife Extension Service, 
Texas Wildlife Association, and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. The purpose of the conference is to explore 
the pros and cons associated with the indust^ in 
Texas. For more information, call Ken Cearley, 
Extension wildlife specialist, at (806) 651-5760.

• Fawn Lake Press is offering fiw  “Proud to be an 
American” flag decals to anyone sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to Fawn Lake Press, 54 
Fawn Lake Rd., Durango, CO 81301. Active service
men and women need not send a SASE to receive the 
f i ^  2 X 3-inch color decals. Fawn Lake will pay their 
postage.

• ManhattanviUe My Soldier is seeking volunteers 
to “adopt” a deployed United States Servicepeison. To 
find out more, visit www.mysoldier.com on-line or 
write to: ManhattanviUe College My Soldier 
Department, 2900 Purchase St., Purchase, NY 10577.

• T.O.P.S. Club, a weight loss group, is seeking new 
members. The club meets fi’om 5:30-6:30 p.m. each 
Monday at 513 E. Francis. New members welcome.

It pays to advertise!! 
Call ReDonn or Sue 

669-2525!

DearAbby,• • •

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: After many years of 
being single, I met a woman I'll call 
"Trish" on a blind date. We're both in 
our late 40s, and we hit it off. We 
have many things in common. One 
night I was at her place when she 
received a phone call. Trish made it 
short and sweet and hung up. A few 
minutes later, I asked who it was, and 
she told me it was her boss. A t ^ ,  I 
know how she answers the phone 
when it's her boss — and it wasn't 
him. When I said. T h a t was NOT 
your boss," she admitted it was one 
of her boss's clients, but said nothing 
was going on between them. When I 
first met Trish, she mentioned that a 
client had come in one day, had wine 
and cheese, then leaned over and 
kissed her. It's the same guy that 
called -  and he's married.

I am very hurt. We have both been 
cheated on. I don't think she has 
cheated, but she lied to my face. My 
first instinct is to dump her, but I 
love her. What should I do? — HURT 
IN VERMONT

DEAR HURT: Are you and 
Trish in a committed relationship? If 
not, you had no right to question her 
about who was calling.

That said, a person who 
would lie to you once would lie to

you twice. Listen to your gut She 
may not be having a physical affair, 
but something is going on or she 
wouldn't have tried to mislead you 
about who was on the phone.

give with a generous heart. If she's 
this way with a gift, it follows that 
she must be this way about other 
things, too.

DEAR ABBY: Ever since I was a 
child, when my mother gave me a 
gift, as I opened it she would always 
say that she had bought a bigger, bet
ter or prettier gift for me — but liked 
it so much she decided to keep it for 
herself. Once she told me that she 
had purchased a jacket for me, but 
kept it even though she is several 
sizes smaller than I am. After wear
ing it a few times, she offered it to 
me because it was "too big for her." 
My mother was the oldest of six chil
dren, and I am her only child. Why 
do you think she beeves as she 
does? -  WOUNDED IN CALIFOR
NIA

DEAR WOUNDED: That your 
mother feels the need on every spe
cial occasion to tell you that she 
comes first indicates that something 
within herself is missing. As the old
est of six children, was her childhood 
deprived in some way? Is this her 
only eccentricity, and is she an ideal 
mother the rest of the year? I find it 
sad that your mother is unable tp

DEAR ABBY: The other night, 
some friends and I were visiting and 
telling stories. In one story, I used the 
word "sneaked," and everyone cor
rected my grammar saying that 
"snuck" is the correct form and 
"sneaked" is not a word. I disagree. I 
hear people use the- word ?»nuck," 
but I don't think "snuck" is a word. 
Who is right? -  SECOND-GUESS
ING MYSELF IN MINNESOTA

DEAR SECOND-GUESS
ING: "Sneaked" and "snuck" are 
both words, according to Merriam- 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 
10th Edition. "Sneaked," however, is 
more generally accepted among 
fussy grammarians like me.

DEAR ABBY: Is it proper for a 
married woman to go out to eat alone 
when her husband refuses to take 
her? -  SOLO IN SHERMAN, 
TEXAS

DEAR SOLO: Absolutely, if she 
can afford to pay for it and there is 
enough pet food in the doghouse.
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