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by Edna Miller-

A week in Yucatan--Para-
dise regained, but not for
long!

In case you haven’t looked
at your map, Yucatan .; that
part ox Mexico ‘which juts out
in a long peninsula, reaching
almost to Cuba and seperating
tue Gulf of Mexico from the
_sCaribbean Sea.

The ancient civilization of

‘he area is Mayan and can
be traced back to 2600 b.c.
This culture reached its high-
est level in Yucatan from
800 *o 1000 A,D, This was
the Golden Age when many great
temples,  palaces and other
structures were buiit, Much
history was recorded in the
carved stones which decorated
the buildings, The mayas ach-
leved an amazingly advanced
civilization. Their hierogly-
phics approached awritten
an. exact mathematical systen
based on zero. They built
astronomical observatories
and made observations upon
which was based a calendar
more accurate than -any other
ever devised.

After 1000 A,D, internal
strife and the invasion of the
Toltecs from central Mexico
caused a sharp decline, Ag-
riculture was neglected
and building ceased. Cortez
invaded Mexico: in 1519, and
in 1526 Francisco de Montejo

received permission from the,

King to conquer Yucatan, The

Maya resisted for 14 years but:

because of lack of unity were
finally defeated. Montejo foun-
ded Campeche in 1541 and the
following year built Merida,
the capital, The Spaniards lo-
oted the temples, destroyed
the sacred writings, and en-
slaved the people.

For four centuries the jun=-
gle engulfed the great civili-
zation which the Mayahadbuilt,
Today archeologists are rec-
laiming some of the structures
and slowly piecing together
bits of information to recon-
struct the fascinating stqry
of this-the greatest American
Indian Culture-a culture which
was achieved with no domes-
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tic animals: and no native me-

tals,

The tour which-we were pri-
vileged to take was sponsored
by the Texas Historical Foun-
dation and was ‘made up of
24 people from Texas, Mrs,
Will Wilson of Beaumont,
President of the Foundation,
accompanied us, Mrs. C,C,
Miller, chairman of the Scu-
rry County Historical Comm-
ission, Edna Miller, Barbara
and Dianne Farmer were mem-

" bers of the tour.. We flew to

Merida, capital city of Yuca-
tan, population 320,000, Our
hotel there, Casa del Balam,
was built around a small open
court in which” grew blosso-
ming, trees, palms, and ivys

reaching to the third floor

. level, Across the street was
the University of Yucatan, Our

day in Merida was spent in
sight seeing, shopping in the
market place, attending an
archeological slide presenta-

. tion and a show featuring na-

tive folk dances, both Mayan and
Mexican, One of the high lights
was a.visit to the palace built
by Montejo, the Conqueror, It
has been occupoed since the
16th century by his decendants,
one of whom conducted our tour
through the high ceiling rooms
lined with family protraits. of
many generations, Some of the
walls were covered with French
lace. Priceless French and
Italian tables, chairs; vases and
statuary were casually scatt-
ered about, Here we were
intorduced to the art of gett-
ing into and out of a hammock.
In Yucatan no one but gringoes

sleep in beds, We finished off

our day with a ride in a horse
drawn cab through the busy
streets of down town Merida,

The following morning we
left Merida by private bus for
a three day tour of the fantas-
tic pyramids, temple, and pa-
laces which are being  exca-
vated and partially restored,
We visited Uxmal, Kabah, and
Chichen' Itza (that pronounced
Che CHIN®), the most sccess-
able of the hundreds of Mayan
ruins which are scattered over
southern Mexico and Guatema-
la. At Uxmal in the evening we
attended an impressive presen-
tation consisting of light and

SCURRY

Yucatan--Land Of The Maya

sound only, using the exqui-
site Palace of the Governors
the Temple of the Turtles,
and the mysterious Pyramid
of the Magician as back drop
and sounding board., It was
an unbelievable, breath taking
experience, making you almost
believe that you were back in
the middle ages taking part in
Mayan religious rites, impl-
oring the Mayas Rain God,
Chaac, to end the drought.

The hotels in which we
stayed were beautiful, mod-
ern and comfortable even tho-
ugh there was no air condi-
tioning and ice was at a pre-
mium, I presume the short-
age of safe water limits the
use of ice makers, Wlde
shaded verandas, much cross
ventilation, and luxuriant
tropical gardens increased our
pleasure, Hibiscis, bougain-
villea, oleander, plumeria,
limes, oranges and banas grew
everywhere, Trees were cov-
ered withblooming bromeliads,
Inviting pools offered cool re-
laxation after strenuous climbs
over steep pyramid steps. At
Chichen Itza our quarters were
in the hacienda which was the
first residence of Montejo in
Yucatan, It was furnished

with fabulous antiques, even

a square piano, The faneus
20 year expedition of the

Carnegie Institution had made,

their headquarters here while
excavation the ruins,

Our tour guide, who rem-
ained with us until we boar-
ded the plane to return to
Houston was a goung Mayan
archeological student, very
knowledgeable and interesting,
as well as efficient and thought-
ful in arranging for our wel-
fare, Attendants at the hotels
were Mayan, short, broad
shouldered, handsome people,
noted for their cleanliness and
honesty, The native costume,
the huipil, is worn by the Maya
women from infancy throughout
their life, It is a straight,
sleeveless, knee length, white
cotton overblouse with a band
of beautiful colored embroidery
around a square neckline and
and another at the hemline, Un-
der this is worn a white ruff-
led petticoat with perhaps an-
other band of embroadery,
The men wear white cotton
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trousers, short straight white
shirts with a neckband and

white sandals. And eventhough
they live in oval mud and st-
ick huts with thatched roofs and
dirt floors, their clothes are
spotless, snowy white, They
are happy, smiling and courte-
ous people, seemingly content
to live as their ancestors have
lived for generations, The wo-
men make their beautifully

hand embroidered clothes for
sale and the men work in the
henequen plantations,  cutting
the sword like leaves from

which is made sisal for ropes
and twine, The country isroc-
ky and the thin soil is cov-
ered with jungle, Very little
is developed for agriculture,

Our last day in Yucatan was
spent on the beautiful resort
island of Cozumel, a dream
world of plush hotels, swimm-:
ing pools, snow white powderedy
coral beaches, and crystal
-iilear water like liquid jade,
'‘We boarded a small fishing
boat and sailed to a tiny off
shore island, Enroute the
boat crew dived for the bea-
utiful pink conches and then
fished with only a<hook, line
snd sinker made from a rusty
spark plug, They. brought up
fish which flashed silver, blue
‘and gold in the translucent
water, On the island a pav-

ilion provided shade, tables and
benches, and cookingfacilities.
cont, on pg. 3
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Debfa Kountz

Lamesa

Rodeo

Queen Contestant

" Debra Kountz, of Gail, will
be a Rodeo Queen Contestant
at the Lamesa Rodeo Aug. 3,4,
and 5, Debra will be one of
several girls vying for Rodeo
Queen, The Gail' Roping Club
is sponsoring Debra in the
contest,

Debra is selling tickets to
the rodeo for $2.50 and also

chances for a pair of boots
for $1.00, The girls will be
judged on how many tickets
they sell as well as person-
ality and horsemanship,

Let’s all help Debra and
buy tickets to the rodeo and
boot raffle. Debra is the dau-
ghter of Mr. and Mrs. Van
Kountz,
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ASCS News

ALL-RISK FARM INSURNA—
CE PROGRAM PROPOSED

Secretary of ‘Agriculture
Bob Bergland has proposed a
comprehensive, nationwide all-
risk crop insurance reform bill
which be said would - provide
better protection for farmers
than present disaster programs
at no additional cost to the go-
vernment,

‘‘If the plan receives speedy
consideration in the Congress,
the first crop that could be co-
vered would be 1980 winter
crops planted in the fall of
1979.”

The Farm Production Pro-
tection Act establishes a new
Federal insurance planforfar-
mers that will replace the four
separate and overlapping insu-
rance and disaster plans in
existence now,

Present programs provide no
assurance that an individual
farmer will be compensated in
part or all for croplossesbey-
ond his control, The new plan
will allow a farmer to purchase
varying amounts of protection
and wull guarantee that he wili
be compensated for crop losses
(and eventually livestock, when
the plan is in full operation)
that are caused by weather
and other natuaral hazards,

About 50 percent of the pre-
mium for the basi~ plan av-
ailable to farmers will be sub-
sidized by the Federal govern-
ment, Plans offering more
complete coverage will be sub~

sidized to a lesser degree.

In brief the new leglslanon
would--

--Consolidate four existing
Federal disaster programs into
one insurance program, The

. four programs to be conso-
. lidated are the'Federal Crop

Insurance Corporation, the
‘‘low yield”* disaster payment
program offered by USDA’s
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service (ASCS),
some Farmers Home Adminis-
tration emergency loans, and
the farm disaster loan program
of the Small Business Admin-
istration,

--Provide farmers -with a
choice of three levels of pro-
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- tection that'wiil roughly cover

(1) out-of-pocket production

expenses or (2) out-of-pocket
plus some machinery owner-
ship . expenses or(3) the pre-
vious two plus a return for

.management ‘and - a . partial

return for land.

Disaster protectlon provxdes
benefits that extend beyond the
farm, Agricultural commun-
ities are made more econo-
mically stable when farmers
are assured of repaying at
least their cash costs, even
if disaster strikes. The com-
pensation they receive: will be
spent in local commumtles, st--
rengthening the economy., :

The insurance would be sold
by private insurance agentsand .
at ASCS offices., Funding would:
be through 'the Commodity
Credit Corporation,

Eighteen crops for which the’
present Federal Crop Insura-
nce Corporation has actuarial
data would be covered origi-
nally., They are wheat, cotton,
corn, barley, grain sorghum,
rice, sugar cane, sunflowers,
citrus, dry beans, soybeans,
oats, flax, peanuts, tobacco,
raisins, sugarbeets and rye,
These crops account for 89
percent, of U,S, cropland ac-
reage. - As more actuarial
experience is gained the pro-
gram will be extended to other
crops, livestock and to perils
not covered in the “original

plan,
-Farmers will pay apremium
based on the level of protec-

.tion  selected, the reimburse-

ment rate, and the pisk invol-
ved in their operation., Pre-
mium is based on an indivi-
dual farm’s historical yield,
and the county’s weather, and
other natural hazard history.

Three -levels of protection
will be offered to farmers on
major "crops with premiums
higher for each level:

total  production costs; cash
outlays for seed, fertilizer,

etc. Level B covers 70 per- -
. cent of production costs for

-major ‘crops; variable costs
plus some machinery and ov-
erhead costs, and part of the
costs of land and management.

Premiums:
cent of the premium costs will

- be borne by the government -

under Level ‘“A’’, the mini-
mum level of protection, = As
coverage increases,
the cost is borne by govern-

ment more by the insured far- «

mer,
Rates have yet to be devised

and it is difficult to give es-
timates, because each indivi- -
dual farmer’s rate will varyby

the per acre yield of his farm

and how prone to disaster his

county is according to past
history.
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3609 COLLEGE AVE

SNYDER TEXAS

THE STORE WITH MORE OF WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR (J
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LAMESA TRACTOR &
MOTOR COMPANY
800-808 North Dallas Avenue

Lamesa, Texas 79331

(806) 872-2161

NELSON D. HOGG

5

311 N. LYNN AVE.

BOB BROWN OLDS-CADILLAC-GMC

S

:
! 1 TRUCKS &y
| . Corinte
1
Bl 202 SOUTH 3d . LAMESA, TEXAS
806/872-2144 ' A

Level
A covers about 50 percent of

About 50 per-.

less of

bweetwater l’mduuum tredll Assoc.
Crop and Livestock Loans
Sweetwater—Central Office—

Ofﬁces m Colorado City, ' Lamesa, Roby & Snyder.x.

GAGE FINA
TRUCK STOP

Owner-Operator  John Himilton

OPEN 24 HRS. DAILY
IS 20W Sweetwater, Tex.

BARRINGTON PUMP & MACHINE

_MYERS, TAITCO AND 'RED JACKET, PUMPS

PHONE 872-8307/ SIMMONS | UBBOCK HIWAY
RT. B P,0. BOX 28 SUBMERSIBLES LAMESA, TEXAS
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CI EVELAND ATHLETICS,

Your Complete Athletlc Team Dealer

: : and Snow Ski Equipment,
215 Main -:- (915) 267,- ‘1649“ - BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720
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' ‘BY THE CLAIBARNES
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Yucatan

cont, from pg. 1

While we swam in the clear
blue-green water and collec-
ted shells and coral, our

boat crew prepared for us an
Olympian feast, They fried
and roasted the fish, fried tor-
tillas, made seviche of the

conch meat(raw), sliced me-
lons pineapple, papaya, dishes
of fresh lime. A day for sa-
voring--always!

_ "We hope that you have en-
joyed sharing our ftrip to

Yucatan, And that you may
someday be privileged to pay
tribute to the Rain God, Chaac,
and to swim in those lovely
waters off Cozumel, And that
your dream will not be shatt-
ered by two days of thick dust

when you come back to earth!.

New Baby

Congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs, Duane Jones , of Gail,
on the birth of their new
baby girl, Leslie Nichole was
born the second week in July,
She tipped the scales at Tlbs
80zs. The proud grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs, Joe Canon
of Borden County,

Rainfall

‘Good reports of much needed
rain-
-York Ranch-1 1/4”
R. C. Vaughn-2 3/8%
Tooter Swann-3°’
Buster Taylor-2 1/2”
Norval Cunningham-2 1/2#
Bobo Gray-1 1/2%
Rocker Ranch-1 3/8%
Rube Smith-3/10, 1/2, to 1%

Ambulance
News

Everything has been quiet
this last week, which is just
what we always wish for,

Memorials sincg last pup-
lication-none,

Donations-Mr, andMrs.R.C.
Vaughn o

Again we want everyone to
come to the meeting Wednes-
day night, Aug, 9, 1978,

/s/ Fran Bennett
Legal Notice

PROPOSED USE HEARING
A proposed use hearing on
revenue sharing entitlement
funds for the year of 1979 will
be held on August 7, 1978
from 9:00 AM, to 11:00 AM,
in the-Commissioners® Court-

room in the Courthouse at

Gail, Texas, Borden County
anticipates receiving approxi-
mately $23,000 in Federal Re-
venue Sharing funds for 1979,

Any Borden County citizen
may present oral or written
suggestions on the use of
these funds.

/s/ Jim M. Burkett
County Judge
Borden County

What’sHap-Nin

Around Town

Ross Wesrbrook, Dana and
Sid left Friday July 21 for
Tulsa, Okla, to attend The
National Paint Horse Show.
This is one of the biggest
Paint Horse Shows in the
State, Sid is entered in the
calf roping, They will re-
turn home July 25th, At
Press time we are unable to
find out how Sid did. But
we hope that he came home
a winner,

Mrs. Doyle Currey and her
sister from Hobbs, New Mex-
ico took Denise and Mrs, Cur-
rey’s mother, Mrs, Mary La
Fevers to Dallas Friday night,

Denise and her grandmother

and a cousin are flying to Lon-
don Sunday. They leave Dal-

las Sunday and arrived in Lon-
don 14 hours later, They will
visit Denise’s uncle in Ireland
for three weeks . They plan

Mrs. Bess Smith, Mrs, Jay
Smith and daughter, from Tem=-
ple, Texas, were in Gail this
week visiting friends.

The Pat Porter Family left
July 18th for a weeks vaca-
tion out New Mexico way.
.They plan on a trip thru the
Carlsbad Caverans, On to
‘E1 Paso and back to the tall
cool pines of Ruidoso.

‘Speaking of the tall cool pines
Shorty and Barbara Farmer ,
Vernon and Ruby Miller, and
Don Cox went to Ruidoso Sun-
day to the horse races, They
really weren’t there long eno-
ugh to know How the weather
was!!

Billy and Dotty Wills flew.
to Dallas Friday evening to
visit with their daughter, Deb-
bi and husband Bryan,

on a lot of sight seeing,

1977 CADILLAC COUPE DeVILLE White with 1
white vinyl roof, ice blue, split power seats. Loaded:
and just like new, 14,000 local miles. If you are in-
terested ina luxury car — See this one.

1976 MERCURY COUGAR XR7, Emerald green
metallic with ¥4 white vinyl roof, white split seats;
.cruise, AM-FM, power steering, brakes and air.
Doublesharp::........o..ccoiiiiiiiiannn. $5,295.00

1975 OLDS 98 REGENCY 4 door, Tan with dark

brown vinyl roof, tan velour split, power seats,
— power windows, cruise, tilt, AM-FM stereo tape,

powersteering, brakesandair ............ $4,495.00

1975 FORD TORINO WAGON, Light blue with blue
interior, automatic, power steering, brakes and air.
Ideal for this summer’s vacation .......... $2,795.00

1975 CHEVROLET NOVA Custom Coupe, green and
white, mag wheels, automatic, power steering, .

brakesand@ir ............ccoheeiiiiiinis. $3,195.00 |
. 500w, 4m BIG SPRING 267-7424
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'PROFESSIONAL PHARMACY

10th & Main ‘Big Spring, Texas 267-2546

: REVLON, MAX FACTOR, COTY, BONNE BELL,
i - mwmanasu_smm._cuﬁwm
PEOPLE ARE FIRST
{_ WITH US

MEMBER F.D.LC.

. _First of Lamesa

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF
LAMESA, TEXAS oL oA

OPEN 9:00-6:00

Cowboy Supply

- West Side of Square, downtown Lamesa -
118 Austin Ave,

DonN ETHEREDGE §

# CinDY ETHEREDGE

. 806-872-3684
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A FRIENDLY Supermarket serving West Texans with

{Foods at Competitive Prices.

“|We give S&H Green Stamps —Deubie en Tuesday after 1 p-m.—,
ly Wednesday

LOTA’ BURGER _

“X SQUARE MEAL

AT U ST T T T T T T T A

\

The, LAMESA. Nazionan. BANK.
LAMESA, TEXAS 79331

Rt. B - Box 42

Lubbock Hiway
Lamesa, Texos

ey VIPLEIVENT CO|, INC

. ROY BURDETT
Salesman

Residence Phone 872-7230
Business Phone 872-5474

-_ D S D A > < ’--b----ﬂ

B

THE FIRST NATIONAL
BANK

BIG SPRING, TEXAS

400 MAIN 247-5513

The First — In All Banking Service

MEAMOER F.D.1.C.

L---’-----------‘
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Fenton’s
Clothing For The
Whole Family

2502 Ave. R

573-6111

-

Snyder, Texas
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FFA
Members

Attend

Convention

Brent Rhotan, Sid Westbrook
(Lone Star Farmer Degree
applicants), and Ben Murphy
(Gail FFA President and vot-
ing deligate) were accompa-
nied by Bob Bagley (Vocatio-
nal Agriculture Teacher) to
the 50th year Texas FFA
Convention, * The FFA Con-
vention was held in the San
Antonio Convention Center,

The group attended the first
general session in which Rea-
gan Brown, Commissioner,
Texas Department of Agri-
‘culture gave the primary add-
ress, The group was joined

at noon Wednesday by Ross -

and Dana Westbrook, Ross’s
sister, Mrs, Shelby La Borde,
and Dana’s roommate, Miss
Valerie Cantwell, We all

.attended the second general
session in which Sid Westbr-
.00k and Brent Rhoton recei-
ved their Lone Star Farmer
‘Degree certificates and pins
and Ben Murphy represented
Gail FFA as a voting deligate
during the National Officer

Election, Wednesday night Ben

Murphy again represented the’

Gail FFA chapter as a voting
deligate during the State Ta-
lent Team Contest while Brent,
Sid and Mr, Bagley enjoyed
the contest,

Thursday morning during
the preliminary State FFA
Sweetheart election Ben Mur-
phy acted as Gail’s voting del-
igate, The rest of the meetings
Thursday were general bu51-
ness meetings,

Friday morning Ben Murphy
again represented Gail FFA
during the final balloting for
the State FF A Sweetheart Con-
test and the State FF A Presi-
dent election, Following the
State President election the
group heard an address by
Bobby Tucker, the past State
and National FFA President
The last session was adjour-
ned approzimately 11:30 AM,
Friday morning and the group
arrived back .in Gail at app-
roximately 7:30 P.M, Friday
evening,

GARZA AND SCURRY

1 YEAR OUT.QE.6 COUNTY AREA -

BOX 137 GAIL, TEX. 79738

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE

Scott Russell Agent |

Lamesa, Texas
1602 N. Dallas

Phone 872-8333 |

IS AVAILABLE

24 HOURS A DAY —

BORDEN COUNTY AJRA MEMBERS--Top Row=-Travis Rine-

hart, Keil Williams, Talley Griffin, Kelly Williams, Tracy Mc- SEVEN
Laury, Bottom Row-Mayme McLaury, Cody Newton, Becky
Miller, Brice Key, Gayla Newton. Not Pictured-Ben Murphy, DAYS A WEEK.

Glenn Gray, Dana Gray, Perry Smith, Sandra Kountz, Debra
Kountz,

\ MR. CURREN C. MAKER

Securlty State Bank

4n GREGG BIG SPRING, TEXAS - &

EZELI. _KEY FEED & SEED

“For Better Feed?

@ Feeds  ® 3eeds © Insecticides  Fertilizer

.Phone 573-6691 MEMBER F.D.LC,

1615 26th St.  SNYDER TEXAS

Big Spring Automotive, Inc.
219 W. THIRD STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720
: 915-257- 3305
ECECECHOESECRONOESNOECTONoN

THE BORDEN STAR
1 YEAR BORDEN, DAWSON, LYNN, HOWARD,

" SRAICIIALS

£

DEPEND ON
YOUR

PHARMACIST

HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT
RENTALS - SALES

Bennetts |

EHARBACI 1| WAYLAND TAYLOR INC.
T | e O'DONNELL, TEXAS -
www;‘:\sm&suoj | 806 428'334

THE SUNSHINE

GAIL, TEXAS
'GROCERIES

QQQ

Pat Porter

Flats Fixed While You Wait




