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Low tonight in mid 60s,
high tomorrow in mid
90s. See Page 2 for
weather details.

PAMPA — Victor Morales,
Democratic candidate for a
U.S. Senate seat, is scheduled
to appear with his trademark
pickup Monday morning on
the lawn of the Gray County
Courthouse.

Morales, who has made
national news with his grass-
roots campaign against Sen.
Phil Gramm, will speak at a
rally sponsored by the Gray
County Democratic Club.

The rally is scheduled from
11 am. to 1 p.m. Morales will
travel to other cities in the
Panhandle following his
Pampa a}opearancc,

Plans for the rally are still
in development.

PAMPA — All Pampa
Independent School District
elementary students are
invited to their campuses to
meet their teachers Friday.

Parents are asked to bring
children to school only
between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.
because teachers will use the
day to prepare for school.

HARLINGEN (AP) — A 4-
year-old boy has been denied
entry to a prekindergarten
class until his shoulder-
length hair is cut.

Harlingen school
Superintendent Jesus Chavez
said Christopher Villarreal’s
hair length violates district
policy requiring that boys’
hair not hang down below
the shirt collar.

Chavez told Villarreal’'s
mother, Shannon Varble, her
son would not be allowed to
attend class until his hair is
cut.

“I told her that we're ready
to enroll the student as soon
as she abides by the dress
code that we have,” he said.
“From our perspective, the
parent is keeping the student
out of school.”

Ms. Varble, however, said
she believes her and her
son’s rights are being violat-
ed by the policy, and that
she is considering legal
action

“I'm against the school
telling me, “You have to get
it done,”” she said. “It’s
what thcv say, or you can'’t
get your child educated
anymore. The school
should be worrying about
handguns and stuff like
that.”

AUSTIN (AP) — No tick-
ets correctly matched all six
numbers drawn Wednesday
night for the twice-weekly
Lotto Texas game, state -lot-
tery officials said.

The jackpot was worth $4
million.

The numbers drawn from a
field of 50 were: 6, 22, 23, 35,
44 and 46.

Lottery officials estimate
the jackpot for Saturday
night’s game will be $8 mil-
lion.
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Bob Dole ready
for campaign
| against Clinton

SAN DIEGO (AP) - In the
proudest moment of his long
political life, Bob Dole claims the
Republican presidential nomina
tion tonight and launches a cam-
paign against President Clinton
on the themes of character, léad
ership and hefty tax cuts

“We're going to win this cam
paign, we're going to win on
Nov. 5, 1996,” Dole declared
after the convention’s roll call of
states awarded him the nomina-
tion in a frenzy of sign waving
and confetti throwing.

“Now, as Bob becomes the
official nominee, we'll be able to
get our message out,” his wilc,
Elizabeth, said in an interview
broadcast today on ABC’s Good
Morning America.

Mrs. Dole blamed lack of
money following a “feisty prima-
ry season” for Dole’s low show-
ing ip the polls, a situation she
expects to change now that the
main campaign is under way.

Longtime  opponent Pat
Buchanan cautioned that Dole’s
acceptance speech could, in effect,
make or break the campaign.

“The senator has an opportu-
nity there to define himself to
the American people, many of
whom don’t know who he is. ...
It could set his campaign on the
road toward victory or it could
be very, very difficult if things
didn’t go very well,” Buchanan
said on “Fox Morning News.”

Running mate Jack Kemp
pledged to his disabled boss:
“I'm going to be Bob Dole’s right
arm, I'm going to be his right
hand.”

Battling to overcome Clinton’s
persistent lead, the plain-spoken
Kansan closes the convention
with a prime-time speech before
the largest audienice of his life
The closelv enarded 40-minnito
address, four months in the
making, was rewritten right up
to the end

One  major debate  was
whether Dole should mention
his opposition to abortion, or
Clinton’s veto of legislation ban
ning certain late-term abortions.
Dole ultimately decided against
the idea

Delegates said they hoped to
hear Dole speak tonight with
passion and compassion

“He needs to reaffirm what he
stands for and be enthusiastic
about his program,” said Cleo
Atkins, vice chairwoman of the
Idaho delegation. “He has to
show how much he cares. He
needs to show his passionate
side.”

“We have the enthusiasm and
we're in better shape than the
polls  show,” said Denise
McNamara, an alternate dele-
gate from Dallas.

It will be a night of political
excitement but no suspense.
Balloons will cascade from the
ceiling and rise from the floor,
with the help of helium. A
seven-minute campaign video
will present images of Dole's
boyhood in the small town of
Russell, Kan., during the
Depression, his struggle as a dis-
abled veteran and his rise to
power in the halls of Congress.

See DOLE, Page 2

SAN DIEGO - As the
Republican national conven-
tion winds down, Pampa dele-
gate Carolyn Stroud praised
leaders who have spoken to the
group this week

“It’s simply — as an American

it brings home where the
leadership 1s in this country
today. We must make a
change,” Stroud said today

This week delegates have
heard Nancy Reagan talk
about her husband, former
President Ronald Reagan; for-
mer presidents Gerald Ford
and George Bush; former Vice
President Dan Quayle; former
Secretary of State James Baker;
and former ambassador to the
United Nations Jeanne
Kirkpatrick

The delegate said she
believes the American people
can see what the Dole-Kemp
ticket can do for the country

Pampa delegate praises
speakers at convention

and its unity

“The unity you feel out here
is just electrifying,” said
Stroud. v

She also praised a-speech
from former Miss America
Heather Whitestone
McCallum, one of several
speakers with disabilities.

“She really gave a moving
speech,” Stroud said.

Today, breakfast
visits with Majority Leader
Dick Armey, Majority Whip
Tom Delay, former presiden-
tial candidate Steve Forbes,
Sen. John Ashcroft of Missouri
and California Attorney
General Dan Lungren.

An end-of-convention party
is planned for tonight hosted
by Southern states
Republicans.

Stroud said she and her hus-
band Ed Stroud will leave San
Diego Friday.

included

ACT scores

WASHINGTON (AP) - High
school seniors scored a bit high-
er this year on the ACT college
entrance exams, with girls doing
better, boys staying the same and
blacks slipping.

The national average ACT
score in 1996 crept up to 20.9
from 20.8 in 1995, the American
College Testing service said in its
annual  report Wednesday
Nearly 60 percent of college-
bound students take the ACT.

The score range is 1 to 36. The
average comes from individual
scores of 925,000 high school
graduates taking the test, which
covers English, math, reading
and science reasoning. Colleges
use the ACT and the Scholastic
Assessment Test, or SAT, to help
measure academic potential.

“Every parent, student and
guidance counselor should heed
the unmistakable message of these
ACT scores: Students who accept

2

Gathering for the reunion

\

N

Russell Abbott, seated at table, registers members of the Pampa Army Air Field Reunion
Association gathering Wednesday in Coronado Inn for the association’s 24th reunion in
Pampa. From left are Marvin and Lorelta Ray of Rossburg, Ohio; Joe and Nadine
Stephens of Abilene, Texas; and Albert and Dorothy Querbach of Hanston, Kan. Ray was
an aviation student who serviced planes while waiting for training at the base. Stephens
and Querbach were both rnembers of Class 43-G. Activities for today include tours of
Freedom Museum USA and the B-25 at Perry Lefors Air Field, a buffet dinner and a trip to
TEXAS. Friday events include golf, other tours, a business meeting and the Panhandle
Veterans Hall of Fame Banquet at the VFW Building.

(Pampa News photo by Darlene Holmes)

Congesswoman declines Perot’s VP offer

DALLAS (AP) Ross Perot
invited U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur
to be his running mate on the
Reform Party ticket, but the
Ohio Democrat turned down the
offer and plans to stay in
Congress, sources said today.

Kaptur visited with Perot on
July 26 and the Texas billionaire
asked her then to fill the vice
presidential slot, but she told
Perot on Tuesday that she was
not interested

The Dallas Morning News
reported first on the matter.

In a statement from dptur
released by her office today, the
lawmaker declined to confirm
that Perot had made the offer,
but said of reports about it, “I am
surprised and honored to be the
subject of so much speculation.”

“As a daughter of a blue-collar

family in Inledn /l have a job
that 1 love, 'l feel dee ly
pnv:legod tn seryfe our peo
she said. “It is My hope to con-
tinue serving owr northwest
Ohio community and our state
as long as the voters give me the
honor to represent them

Perot’s spokeswoman Sharon
Holman said Perot’s vice presi-
dential selection would not be

«announced until the nominee is

selected.

“We will wait and see who the
nominee is,” she said. “It’s typi-
cal that Mr. Perot does not com-
ment on any conversations he
has.”

Perot is running against for-
mer Colorado Gov. Richard
Lamm for the party nomination.
Lamm has former Republican
congressman Ed Zschau of

California as his running mate.

The party’s presidential nomi-
nee ~will be announced this
weekend, possibly Saturday
night if the accounting firm
overseeing the voting is finished
with the count, Ms. Holman
said.

The nominee will be presented
to Reform Party members on
Sunday in Valley Forge, Pa.,
where the ‘Party is holding the
second half of its two-part con-
vention.

Kaptur represents a primarily
Democratic Toledo district that is
home to many auto workers. She
spoke at an August 1995 conven-
tion in Dallas hosted by Perot
and was well received ause
of her opposition to the North
American Free Trade Agree-
ment.

Sheriff’s office looking into animal neglect case

Sheriff’s office investigators
are continuing today to look into
a case of animal neglect at Horse
Alley

I'he condition and circum-
stances surrounding three aging
horses, which Chief Dep. Jim
McDonald described as “suspi-
ciously thin,” are being investi-
gated

McDonald said as of today the
animals are fed and cared for;
however, he expects they will be
destroyed due to their age - 17,
26 and 27 years — and condition.

“They more than likely will

edge up natlonwude for
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girls doing better, boys staying the same and |
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the challenge of taking the core
academic courses and hold them-
selves to higher standards of
learning do better and are better
prepared for entering and suc-
ceeding in college,” said
Education Secretary Richard Riley.

Girls’ test scorés went up again
this year and accounted for the

overall increase. "They raised

their average score to 20.8 from
20.7. The average score for boys
held steady at 21.

One factor in the national aver-
age increase was that for the first
time the number of girls and boys
taking core high school courses
was about even, said ACT
President Richard Ferguson.

Core courses are defined as at
least four years of high school
English and at least three years
each of science, math and social
studies.

This year, 60.5 percent of ACT
test takers had enrolled in the
core courses, 1 percentage point
higher than last year. ACT offi-
cials say students who enroll in
the core courses historically out-
perform those who don’t. Ten
years ago about 40 percent of
college-bound students said they
took those courses.

As a group, blacks’ test scores

have to be
McDonald said

A veterinarian must examine
and describe the condition of the
animals before civil action can
be taken to confiscate them, he
said.

“The main thing we had to
have is a vet’s letter,” McDonald
Sx\]‘d.

As of this morning, a letter had
not been received, he said.

Sheriff Randy Stubblefield
said the owner may rectify the
situation with the horses so long
as they have not been picked up

put down,”

this year slipped to 17.0 from
17.1 because of lower scores in
science reasoning. The ACT said
the decline may have been due
to a smaller prognrtion of blacks
taking at least three years of sci-
ence or advanced science cours-
es such as physics.

Their scores in English, math
and reading, however, matched
last year'’s.

Terry Peterson, senior adviser
to Riley, said he’s concerned
about the overall drop in blacks’
scores.

But Ferguson said he was not
alarmed by the decline because
scores tend to fluctuate year-to-

ear by a tenth of a point, some-
z;mes Zs a result of rounding.

Of more concern to Ferguson
is that the scores of all minority
students still continue to lag
behind the national ACT score

erage of 20.9, despite for

some minority groups year.

and he expects the owner to do
SO.

“The Gray County Sheriff’s
Office will be investigating any
reported conditions of any ani-
mal being abused either by lack
of feed or unsanitary, unhealthy,
unsafe conditions in which the
animals are being kept,”
Stubblefield said.

McDonald said he was unable
to contact the Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals in Amarillo.

Cruelty to animals is a Class A
misdemeanor.

college-bound students

Students who classify them-
selves as American Indians and
Alaska natives, as a group,
scored an average 18.8 this year.

It's the highest score yet for the

roup, whose average scores
ﬁave increased steadily since
1992. This year’s improvement
was attributed to more students
taking the core courses,

Hispanics also improved their
average scores. Mexican
Americans scored an average
18.7 this year, up from 186 in
1995. Scores for students of

'Puerto Rican and Cuban descent

rose to 18,9 from 18.7.

Asian Americans matched
their 1995 performance, scoring
21.6. l

White students m 1992 have
consistently scored than
the national average.
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Obituaries

Daily Record

Ambulance

EVA L. (SALLY) McGINNIS

~ Eva L. (Sally) McGinnis, 84, of Pampa, died
Thursday, Aug. 15, 1996. Services will be at 10:30
a.m. Saturday in Carmichael-Whatley Colonial
Chapel with the Rev. John Glover, associate pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, officiating. Burial will
be in Fairview Cemetery under the direction of
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors of
Pampa.

Mrs. McGinnis was born Aug. 31, 1911, at
Archer City, Texas. She came to Pampa from
Archer City as a child. She married Cl
McGinnis on Sept. 4, 1929, at Clayton, N.M.; he
died in 1972. She worked for Roberta’s Flowers,
retiring after 23 years of service. “ he was a mem
ber of First Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by a daughter, June
Stone, in 1

Survivors include a son, Bob McGinnis of
Pampa; a son-in-law, Don Stone of Amarillo; a
twin sister, lva Grimes of Dallas; four grandchil-
dren; and five great-grandchildren.

LEVIE NAOMI SMITH

McLEAN Levie Naomi Smith, 86, died
Wednesday, Aug. 14, 1996. Services are pending
under the direction of Lamb Ferguson Funeral
Home of Mclean

Calendar of events

Rural/Metro reported the following calls dur-

ing the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
WEDNESDAY, Aug. 14

3:34 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to the
900 block of North Gray on a medical assist and
transported one patient to Columbia Medical
Center.

4:01 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1200 block of North Hobart on a possible trauma.
No patient was transpor’ *d.

4:44 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1000 block of North Wells on a trauma and trans-
ported two patients to Columbia Medical Center.

11:41 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to
the 1400 block of East Francis on a medical assist
and transported one patient to Columbia Medical
Center.

11:46 p.m. = A mobile ICU unit responded to
309 N. Hobart on'a medical assist and transport-
ed one patient to Columbia Medical Center.

Accidents

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK

A blood pressure check and blood sugar tests
offered from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. each Friday in
the Red Cross otfice, 108 N. Russell. A donation
is accepted to cover expenses

PAMPA SHRINE CLUB

The Pampa Shrine Club will meet at 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 16, at the Pampa Sportsman’s Club
The program will be given by Pampa public
school superintendent, Dr Dawson Orr; Ray
Thornton, elementary school consolidation plnn
coordinator; and Pat Kenne dy, school board
trustee. For more information, call James H.
Lewis, president, at 669-8056

Stocks

The following grain quotations are  Chevion 57 /4 N(
provided by Attebury Grain of Pampa Coca-Cola SO /K up 1/8
Columbiw/HC A 54 /8 dn 172

Wheat 166 Ihamond Sham 27 S/8 N(
Mo NA  Enron ) S/% dn I/X
Com NA  Halliburton $3 /% up 1/7%
Ingersoll Rand 1S 112 N(

The following show the prices for KNE 15 dn 172
which these secunties could have Kerm McGee 57 V4 up 1/4
traded at the tme of compilation Lamated 19 3/4 dn 178
Mapco 54 /% dn VR

Occidental 2 dn 1y |»,.n..m~ 17 112 NC

Mo 1 n dn VX
New \m 214 N(
I.niv\ludu TR
52 V4

~Fhe-folowmg -show-the- prices—tor
which these mutual funds were bid at P U
the ume of commlation enncy up

Ay Phillips 19 /% N(

Magellan 17
e SEB K41/ up K
P oY iopy DAVK dn I/
The following 9.0 am N Y Stk Tenneco S1 /% N(C

+ Market quotations are furmshed by Texaco X6 1/% ’
Edward D Jones & T o of Pampa Wal Man 6 V4 uj
Amoco o9 172 dn I/ New York Gold I8¢
Arco 116 172 dn 1/4 Silver N2
Cabot 26 S/% N( West Texas Crude 22 10
Cabot O&G 16 dn 1/%

- Ambulance......... . 91
Energas 665-5777
Fire.. . 911

\
Police (emergency) 911
Police (non-emergency)...... ... 669-5700
SPS 669-7432
Water ..669-5830

‘Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing accident in the 24-hour period which ended
at 7 a.m. today.

TUESDAY, Aug. 13

522 p.m. - A 1982 Pontiac driven Thomas
Melvin Petercan, 31,629 N. Dwight, was in colli-
sion with a 1989 Lincoln driven by Laverne D.
Devoll, 65, 1033 S. Dwight, in the 1200 block of
North Hobart. Peterson was cited for-failure to
yield right of way at stop sign and no driver’s
license. Devoll was transported via Rural/Metro
to Columbia Medical Center, where she was
treated and released.

Fires

T'he Pampa Fire Department reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today. .
WEDNESDAY, Aug. 14

3:56 p.m. - Two units and four personnel
responded to 1233 N. Hobart as first responders
on a medical assist.

11:41 p.m. - Two units and four personnel
responded to 1437 E. Francis on a medical emer-
gency.

11:48 p.m. - One unit and three personnel
responded to 309 N. Hobart as first responders
on a medical assist.

Police report

dn 17T

PampaPoticet
ing incident in the 24-hour period which ended at
7 a.m. today.
WEDNESDAY, Aug. 14
Criminal trespass was reported in the 1100
block of Varnon Drive which occurred at 10:30
p.m. Wednesday.

Sheriff's Office

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing arrest in the 24-hour period which ended
at 7 a.m. today.

TUESDAY, Aug. 13
Department of Public Safety

Robert Alan Dowdy, 18, Fox Lake, Ill., was
arrested on a charge of possession of cocaine. He
was released on bond.

the follow- }

. CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

The White House calls the pro-

back with sarcasm about Dole’s

Dole

And once more, the man who
served 35 years in Congress
and longer than anvone else as
Senate Republican leader - will
attempt to define his national
“wvision and generate
- about his candidacy
Dole faces a ditticult re
the White House
Traditionally, Americans are
reluctant to evict an incumbent
- who can boast that the nation 1s
. at peace, the economy is expand-
ing and jobs are growing The
electoral map and polls showing
concern about Dole’s age - he's
73 - suggest he needs a comeback
of historic proportions
Several hundred convention
delegates. said they would favor
Kemp as the («( W presidential
nominee If Dole was defeated
this year or did not run in 2000
In an Associated Press canvas of
1,293 of the 1,900 delegates,
Kemp was the choice of 557 dele
gates
The centerpiece of Dole’s cam-
paxgn 15 an economic package
promusing to cut the income tax
rate 15 percent across-the-board,
slash the capital-gains tax rate by
half and award lower and mid
dle-income families a $500-per
child tax cred)t

excitement

ad to

gram a budget-busting night-
mare

Republicans tried to give Dole
a strong sendoff as they delivered
the nomination Dole has sought
for 16 years

“Tonight we ask Bob Dole to
answer his country’s call again
and stand a post for America -
the first post of the land - not for
his sake, but for ours,” said
Arizona Sen. John McCain

Others may offer you sound
bites and showmanship,
McCain declared. “But Bob Dole
offers vou leadership - leader-
ship evident in the stature of a
man who risked his life for love
of country, and considers service
to America his honor

We're on the map!” exclaimed
Dole, seeming to fight back tears
as McCain put his name in nomi-
nation. Dole watched by televi-
sion with Kemp in a 33rd ﬁ(mr
hotel suite

Former Secretary of GState
James A Baker Il said Clinton’s
administration had been “four
vears of flip flops and photo
(7[‘\

Accusing Clinton of indecision
and drift, Baker said, “When they
write the history of Bill Clinton’s
foreign policy, they’re going to
call it Gullible’s Travels.”

I'he Clinton campaign shot

tax-cutting program.

“Which Bob Dole will show up
(tonight) - the Bob Dole who for
35 years fought budget deficits or
the Bob Dole who last week was
converted to supply-side eco-
nomics?” asked Clinton cam-
paign press secretary Joe Lock-
hdrt.

Democrats distributed a 13-
page critique of Dole’s legislative
record, calling him “Beltway
Bob.”

Wednesday night’s nominating
roll call of the states ran long,
well past midnight in the East.

When the Kansas delegation
put Dole’s nomination over the
top, Dole declared, “All right.”
He stood up, hugged his wife,
Elizabeth and reached out to
shake the hand of his campaign
manager, Scott Reed. “We made
it, Scott.”

Mrs. Dole watched television
with Dole, curlec up on the floor
at his feet. Earlier, she delighted
delegates with an unprecedented
stroll on the convention floor
with testimonials for her hus-
band.

She called Dole “my own per-
sonal Rock of Gibraltar” and
warned him she might say some
things that her famously reticent
husband “would never be will-
ing to talk about.”

Dip in coffee bean supply unlikely to affect specialty shops

SEATTLE (AP) Stocks  of
fancy coffee beans are down, and
that could mean that the connois-
. seurs of cappuccino and lovers of
. latte might have to pay more
* A dip reported this week in
- arabica coffee stockpiles means
-zless quality beans for specialty
coffee roasters and retailers

. However, the big gourmet cof-
;3_fee chains say they're safe for
+.now, mostly because they buy
" their supplies far in advance.

“We have coffee that will last
us for (up to) nine months, either
contracted or in inventory,” said
Michael Casey, chief financial
officer for Seattle-based Star-
buicks. “We think there’s ade-
quate supply and these shortages
are relatively short in duration.”

In Seattle, the nation’s self-pro-
claimed coffee capital where espres-
so shops and stands proliferate,
some roasters and suppliers won-
der whether the shortage is real

“You know there’s coffee. It's
just a big game everybody’s play-
ing,” said Mauro Cipolla, vice
president of Caffe D’Arte, a fami-
ly-owned specialty coffee retailer
and distributor.

Unlike in 1994, when frost and
drought decimated Brazil’s cof-
fee crop and prices spiked at the
consumer level in the United
States, Cipolla sees no hard evi-
dence of an actual shortage in top
coffee-producing nations.

«

Wildfires con'tlnue '", orthwest areas

WARM SPRINGS, Ore. (AP) -
Winds gusting up to 40 mph
fanned a wildfire to nearly triple
its size, destroying five homes on
the Warm Springs Indian Reser-
vation in the Cascade mountains.
However, the fire did not gain
more ground this morning.

Eight hundred firefighters are
on the scene, and US. Forest
Service officials requested 600
reinforcements, including 200

hlgth skilled experts called
“hotshots.”
Helicopters and bombers

dumped loads of water and fire-
retardant chemicals to stop the
blaze, one of dozens that have
burned more than 450,000 acres
throughout the West - including
315,800 acres in Oregon alone -
over the past week.

In Montana, a 3,200-acre forest
fire was threatening the tiny
mountain town of Neihart, scores
of rural homes and a ski area.

The Warm Springs fire — which
grew from 24,000 acres to 65,000
acres Wednesday - also forced
the closure of a 40-mile stretch of
U.S. 26 for the second time in 24
hours, stranding about 300 peo-
ple at the Ka-Nee-Ta tribal resort
and casino about 90 miles south-
east of Portland. The highway
was open again this morning.

The resort, which has cement
walls. and is built to withstand
wildfires, was not threatened.

After winds picked up

overnight on the Warm Springs
reservation, five homes burned
down Wednesday and 150 others
were evacuated.

Cooler weather helped fire-
fighters gain the ufoper hand on

fires  burning elsewhere in
Eastern Oregon, including a
-22,000-acre  blaze that has

destroyed 14 homes, 15 small
buildings and 10 vehicles in the
town of Spray, authorities said.
The fire was expected to be con-
tained by Saturday.

A lack of manpower and equip-
ment hampered firefighting
efforts throughout the West.

Many of the 5,211 firefighters
working in Oregon were .sum-
moned from other states, said

' Roland Emetaz, a spokesman for

the. Northwest Interagency

S ——

ArMchmao

Coordination Center in Portland.

Nationwide, 90 percent of the
federal firefighters and equip-
ment were being used, said U.S.
Agriculture retary Dan
Glickman in Sacramento on
Wednesday. He said President
Clinton had instructed him to
add whatever is needed. :

“We are almost at our limit in
terms of resources,” he said.

Lack of manpower was said to
be hurting efforts to contain an
17,000-acre fire 80 miles south-
east of Grangeville in northern
Idaho.

Several fires were burning in
northern Nevada, the largest a
20,000-acre blaze, and a 12,000-
acre fire in California’s San
Bernardino National Forest was
80 percent contained.

Industrial production edges upward only a bit

WASHINGTON (AP) - Indus-
trial production edged up a tiny
0.1 percent in July, the slowest
advance in four months and the
latest suggestion the manufac-
turing rebound may have
stalled.

The Federal Reserve said today
that output at the nation’s facto-
ries, mines and utilities was the
smallest since production fell 0.5
percent last March. Output rose
0.6 percent in June.

The report likely will be seen as
new evidence the economy may
be slowing without the catalystof
higher interest rates. ~

Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan
had warned that absent signs of
moderationsoon, the centrat
bank would have to boost rates to
keep the economy from overheat-
ing and firing a new round of
inflation.

Most analysts now believe Fed
policy makers will decide to hold
rates steady for now when they
meet next Tuesday.

Today’s report contained no
sign of inflation. It said the
nation’s industries were operat-
ing at 83.2 percent of capacity,
down from 83.4 percent a month
earlier.

Economists contend that capac-
ity utilization of 85 percent or

more threatens production bot-
tlenecks that could lead to short-
ages and higher prices.

Stocks and bonds fell after the
reports. At midmorning, the Dow
Jones industrial average had
slipped 1.47 to 5,665.41.

Interest rates, which move in
the opposite direction from
prices, rose. Yields on 30-year
Treasury bonds, a barometer of
long-term  borrowing  costs,
climbed to 6.81 pertent this
morning from 6.78 percent late
Wednesday.

In a separate report, the Labor
Derartment said new claims for
jobless benefits rose by 5,000 last
week but remained in a range

“that analysts say reflects a tight-

ening labor market.

Applications for unemploy-
ment insurance totaled 321,000,
highest since an identical 321,000
during the week ended July 20.
The closely watched four-week
moving average dropped by
11,500 to 313,000, a seven-year
low.

Many analysts, citing signs of
manufacturing weakness in the
July employment report, had
expected industrial production to
slip 0.1 percent. The Labor
Department reported the loss of
20,000 factory jobs last month.

Today’s report confirmed find-
ings in a membership survey by
the National Association of
Purchasing Management that
manufacturing growth had
slowed unexpectedly in July.

The Commerce Department
reported earlier that factory
orders, considered a barometer of
future activity, fell 0.9 percent in

June. That could mean lower pro- -
duction and fewer jobs this sum- ¢

mer.

The Fed said that although
production of motor vehicles
and parts shot up 4.3 percent in
July, the increase was offset by a
1\8 percent decline in utility out-

put, reflecting cooler than nor/ _

mal temperatures on the East
Coast.

Manufacturing ou?aut rose 0.3
percent, less than half the 0.7 per-
cent gain in June.

Production of. durable oods
increased 0.6 percent, slower
than the 1.4 percent advance a
month earlier.

Output of nondurable goods
such as clothing and chemicals
fell 0.3 percent on top of a 0.2 per-
cent decline in June.

Production at- the nation’s
mines shp;ed 0.3 percent after
jumping 1 rcent the previous
month.

-

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Increasing cloudiness tonight
with a low near 65 and southeast
winds to 15 mph. A 30 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Friday, partly sunny
with a high near 95 and south-
east winds 10-15 mph. A 20 per-
cent chance of rain storms.
Saturday, variable cloudiness
with a high near 95 and a low
near 65. Wednesday’s high was
88; the overnight low was 65.
Pampa received 0.02 inch of
moisture in the 24-hour period
ending at 6 a.m.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas - Panhandle:
Tonight, mostly cloudy with a
chance of thunderstorms north
and east, a slight chance south-
west. Lows in low to mid 60s.
Friday, partly sunny with a
slight chance of showers and
thunderstorms north and east.
Highs in upper 80s to low 90s.

South Plains: Tonight, a slight
chance of thunderstorms, other-
wise partly cloudy. Lows in the
60s. Friday, partly cloudy. Highs
around 95.

North Texas - Tonight, partly
cloudy with a slight chance of
thunc{erstorms extreme north.
Lows 67 to 73. Friday, partly
cloudy. Highs 91 to 96.

South Texas - Hill Country and
South Central: Tonight, partly
cloudy with a slight chance of
evening showers or thunder-
storms. Lows in mid 70s, upper
60s Hill Country. Friday, partly
cloudy with a slight chance of
afternoon showers or thunder-
storms. Highs in upper 90s.
Upper Coast: Tonight, partly
cloudy with a slight chance of
showers or thunderstorms. Lows
in mid 70s inland to low 70s
coast. Friday, partly cloudy with a
chance of showers or thunder-
storms. Highs in mid 90s inland
to upper coast. Coastal Bend
and Rio Grande Plains: Tonight,

clear with a slight chance of
showers or thunderstorms. Lows
in low 70s coast to mid 70s
inland. Friday, partly cloudy with
a slight chance of showers or
thunderstorms. Highs in upper
90s, near 104 Rio Grande plains.
BORDER STATE

New Mexico - Tonight and
Friday, partly to mostly cloudy
north and east with scattered
thunderstorms. Partly cloudy
southwest with a few thunder-
storms. Lows 40s and 50s moun-
tains with 60s to around 70 else-
where. Highs Friday mid 70s
and 80s mountains and north-
east with 90s lower elevations.

Oklahoma - Tonight, mostly
cloudy with a chance of showers
and thunderstorms northern and
central regions. Lows from mid
60s to low 70s. Friday, partly to
mostly cloudy with a chance of
showers and thunderstorms,
mainly north central and central
regions. Highs from upper 80s to
mid 90s.

City briefs

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

BRICK REPAIR,
Knutson. 665-4237. Adv.

COTTONWOOD SPRINGS
“Authentic Chuckwagon
Supper” Accepting reservations
for Friday August 16, 1996.
Chicken fried steak. Call 665-
2961 for more information. Adv.

BACK TO School supplies
sold at Warner-Horton Supply.
900 Duncan. Adv.

GARAGE SALE: 320 N.
Christy. Friday noon and
Saturday. Adv. '

V)’'S SUMMER Clearance
Sale 50-60% off. Downtown.
Adv.

Harley

CELEBRATING OUR 5th An-
niversary at Robert’s Killarney
Bar, Saturday 17th, 5 p.m. Free
food, DJ music by Carlos
Gonzales. Amarillo Hwy. / S.
Dwight. Everyone Welcome!!
Adv.

FRIENDS GATHERING for
Royce and Belinda Waldrip,
August 20th. Call 665-6258,
9350, 665-0200 for information.
Adv.

DRESS COOL for Back To
School. Umbro, Asics, Converse,
NFL and NBA Jerseys and more.
Holmes Sports Center, 304 S.
Cuyler. Adv.

CUYLER CLOTHING Co.
has new shipments, Z. Cavaricci
Jeans for back to school. 113 N.
Cuyler, 665-8698. Adv. ¢

OME PAINT a Coun
Angel with me. Paint provide?:
class limited. Crafts by Ann, 665-
2739, 825 W. Francis. Adv.

CHANEY'’S CAFE - Thursday
5-8 p.m. Chicken and dump-
lings, fried pork chops, bar-
beque PolisE chicken fried
steak. 716 W. Foster. Adv.

YARD SALE: Furniture,

books, clothes, fabric crafts,
woodcrafts, etc. 1230 E. Francis,
Friday, Saturday 10-6.
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Mexican truckers block
shipments into Laredo

LAREDO, Texas (AP) - Meyi-
can truckers’ complaints about
long lines at international cross-
ings have prompted even longer
waits as drivers block cargo into
this border city.

The strike entered its second
day today, as truckers parked
their rigs in the northbound and
southbound lanes of the Mexican
side of the downtown cargo
bridge, blocking all truck traffic.

The protest an at 10 am.
Wednesday, and backed up vehi-
cles for blocks along Interstate 35
north of the border and some six
miles into Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.

The truckers are upset over
delays at U.S. Customs check-
points that they contend are
caused by cargo inspections and
Operation Hard Line, an anti-
drug initiative intended to spot
more smugglers.

“That’s the problem, Operation
Hard Line. They don’t like it, but
we are not going to be lenient
with the operation,” said Joe
Garcia, director of trade compli-
ance for the U.S. Customs Service
in Laredo.

The protest is one of several in
the city this year and similar to
other demonstrations held in
recént months by Mexican truckers
elsewhere along the Texas border.

“Their concerns are that U.S.
Customs is not processing their
loads fast enough,” said Richard
Perez, an assistant to Laredo City
Manager Florencio Pena. “Th
felt that they could do a better jo
and open more lanes to help facil-
itate the speedzomovement of
trade across the border.”

Perez, along with the mayors of
Laredo- and Nuevo Laredo,
Mexico, met Wednesday afternoon
with Customs officials and a repre-
sentative for the truck drivers.

“The problem is that Mexican
drivers are unhappy. The US.
side spends an incredible amount
of time inspecting cargo,” said
Carlos Fernandez, owner of
Fernandez Transfer.

Garcia admitted that delays for
cargo and drug inspections are
lengthy, but said truck drivers
could cut down on traffic by
using another bridge 18 miles
outside of town.

WT to welcome new students

CANYON - Incoming students
will “Get Their Kicks at Buff
Branding 1996.” Buff Branding,
West Texas A&M University’s
orientation program for new stu-
dents, will
continue through Aug. 24.

“It's our way of welcoming
students,” Keri McMillon, direc-
tor of Jack B. Kelley Student
Center, said. “It's a chance for
them to meet a lot of people they
can call and ask questions later if
theyneed to.”

Buff Branding counselors,
WTAMU upperclassmen, begin
Wednesday by helping new resi-
dents move into the halls. A
dance sponsored by the
Herdsmen, a student organiza-
tion, will cap students’ first
night.

hursday’s activities . will
include games, a cook-out, an ice
cream social at the President’s
Home and a drive-in movie..
On Friday, participants will eat

begin Aug. 21 and .

a “blue rlate special” lunch; meet
in small groups; listen to tips
from faculty and staff; and attend
a faculty/staff grill and street
dance.

Small group meetings, games
and music video dance will all be
part of Saturday’s schedule of
events.

“Buff Branding is a road map
for college. With the huge invest-
ment of time and money college
takes, students need direction to
be successful,” Jeff Chisum,
director of Students Programs
and Services, commented.
“Studies have shown students
who are happy and meet people
enjoy college more and are more
likely to continue.”

WTAMU students begin class-
es Aug. 26. Cost of the four day
program is $40 and includes-
meals, dances and activities. For
more information or to register
for Buff Branding, call (806) 656-
2020 or 1-800-99-WTAMU.

Lefors ISD adopts budget

LEFORS - Lefors Ind dent
School District trustees adopted a
balanced $1,129,782 budget
Tuesday night and declared their
intention to set the tax rate two
cents lower this year.

Superintendent Norman
Baxter proposed a $1.486 tax rate,
less than last year’s $1.50 rate.
The proposed rate is still higher
than the district's effective tax
rate, requiring a public hearing to
be held next month.

The lower rate is the result of
an “unexpected increase” in

roperty values, Baxter said.
sidents whose property values
have gone down can expect to
pay less in taxes, but those whose

values have remained constant
or gone up can expect to pay
more in real dollars, Baxter said.

In other business, the board
tabled discussion on the pro-
posed giveaway of tax-delin-
quent properties. Baxter said he
had planned to present the board
with the final draft of a contract
with winners of the giveaway,
but that contract was not adopt-
ed by the city council Monday.
The council’'s meeting was
rescheduled because it failed to
reach a quorum.

The board also accepted the res-
ignation of cafeteria manager Pat
gtl;le, appointing Kathy Woodard
as an interim replacement.

your

Out-flank

competition.
(1) ], p—

THE PAMPA NEWS

YouR FREEDOM NEWSPAPER + SERVING THE TOP ‘O TEXAS FOR 83 YEARS

4

Publisher: Wayland Thomas .
Managing Editor: Larry Hollis b
Advertising Director: Rick Clark
Business Manager: Jayne Craig
Circulation Manager: Dean Lynch

Miss YOUR PAPER?
Circulation department hours of operation
are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays, 8 a.m. to 10
a.m. Sundays.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
The entire contents of The Pampa News,
including its logotype, are fully protected
by copyright and registry and cannot be

reproduced in any form for any purpose
without written permission from The

Pampa News.

SINGLE COPIES
Daily 50/Sunday 1.00
Member: Audit Bureau of Circulation
Associated Press

403 W. ATCHISON
PAMPA, TEXAS
TELEPHONES: (806) 669-2525

1-800-687-3348

FAX: 669-2520
This newspaper (UPS 781-540) is published daily except Saturdays and
holidays by The Pampa News, 403 W. Atchison, Pampa, Tx. 79065.
Periodicals postage paid at Pampa, Texas. Postmaster: Send address
changes to the Pampa News, P.O. Drawer 2198, Pampa, Texas 79066-2198.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

CARRIER HOME DELIVERY
S %400  6mos........ *42.00
3 mos........... .'21.00 ) I U J— *7.00

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Mail In Roberts, Gray, Carson, Wheeler
And Hemphill Counties In Texas
) § S— *102.00 6 mos..........."51.00
I mos......c. .."25.50

Mail All Other Areas In U.S.

7 — LX) 6mos......... .'57.00
Imos....cnnee 28.50
Single Copy Mail

Daily...uiee"1.50 Sunday..........."2.50
No mail subscri are available with-
in the city limits of Pampa. Mail subscrip-
tions must be paid 3 months in advance.

HOME DELIVERY

All carriers are independent contractors
and The Pampa News is not responsible
Mﬁvmpynnhdhou-m
months made to the carrier. Please pay
directly to the News Office any payment
that exceeds the current collection period.
et

THE PAMPA NEWS — Thursday, August 15, 1996 — 3

Mike Porter, left, and his son-in-law Eugene Polasek unload the control pedestal and
engine control from the USS Robison (DDG-12) which was donated to Freedom Museum
USA by Brown Greg, Tampa, Fla. The equipment piece, a large photo of the ship and other
materials were readied for display in time for the Pampa Army Air Force Reunion, which
continues through Sunday at Coronado Inn.
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(Special photo)

State briefs

Last resident moves out
of Travis State School

AUSTIN (AP) - The last resi-
dent at the Travis State School is
packing up and moving out.

After 62 years, the institution
became history Thursday. The
state agreed in 1991 to close two
facilities to settle a federal law-
suit over Texas services to people
with mental retardation. Fort
Worth State School closed last
August.

The last resident, who was not
named, is being moved to anoth-
er state facility in Austin. -

Travis State School had 1,208
full-time employees when state
leaders announced in March 1992
that it would close. About 42
workers remain, and 30 of them
will teave Thursday.

Others will continue to process
personnel paperwork and pre-
pare for an auction of furniture
and other property Aug. 24.

Sierra Club seeks class-

action for aquifer lawsuit

AUSTIN (AP) — The Sierra
Club has asked a federal judge to
make nearly everyone who
pumps water from the Edwards
Aquifer part of its lawsuit against
the water system’s largest
pumpers.

The Sierra Club is seeking lim-
its on the amount of water drawn
from the aquifer. It claims that

Coronado Shopping Center
Hunchback Of Notre Dame  (G)

(PG)
(R)
(R)

All Classic 99°
Interior Paints

Great coverage - great pricel
12-year warranty.

falling water levels - made worse
by tEe continuing drought -
threaten endangered plant and
animal life. .

So far, the club has sued the city
of San Antonio, five military
bases and several other entities
that draw large amounts of water
from the aquifer.

The club has asked U.S. District
Judge Lurins Bunton of Midland
to certify, 1 class of defendants
which would force nearly every
pumper to obey any order he
signed in the case.

The move is unusual because
most class-action suits involve
multiple plaintiffs, not multiple
defendants.

Man arrested in slaying
of hotel-owner - -

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A
man wanted in the slaying of a
Port Aransas hotel owner has
been arrested at San Antonio.

Shawn Keith McClure, 29, was
arrested Wednesday on 1994
charges accusing him of stealing
the car and other belongings of
Michael Robert, 51.

The body of Robert, owner of
the Seahorse Inn and a local
Democratic Party precinct chair-
man, was found Friday. His
throat had been slashed and his

car and other valuable items
were gone.

Port Aransas Police Chief Don
Perkins said there was no sign of
a struggle.

Port. Aransas Constable Bobby
Sherwood said the warrant from
1994 charging McClure with
unauthorized use of Robert’s
automobile was still current.

The walls of Robert’s hotel
office are lined with pictures of
him with such Democratic lumi-
naries as former Gov. Ann
Richards and Lady Bird Johnson.

‘Free world pizza night’
called off at prison unit

HUNTSVILLE (AP) ==
Officials say a “free world pizza
night” at the Estelle Unit of the
Texas Department of Criminal
Justice has been canceled.

Plans were in the works for
pizza for inmates fo be delivered
to the prison on Aug. 23.

But it was calléd off after some
prison employee$ anonymously
sent the local newy media a co
of the memo authorizing the
event. It was signed by the unit’s
senior warden, F. Figueroa.

Apparently, officials were
arranging for pizza to be deliv-
ered to inmates at other units as
well.

NOTICE OF
BUDGET HEARING
PANHANDLE GROUND
WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT NO. 3

The Board of Directors of Panhandle
Ground Water Conservation District No. 3
will hold a budget hearing on the proposed
1996-1997 budget at 7:30 p.m. ‘on
Wednesday, August 28, 1996, in the Water

NOTICE OF VOTE
ON TAX RATE
PANHANDLE GROUND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT NO. 3

The Board of Directors of Panhandle
Ground Water Conservation District No. 3
is scheduled to vote on the tax rate at a pub-
lic meeting to be held at 8:00 p.m. on
August 28, 1996. The meeting will be held
at the Panhandle Ground Water District

Clinton owes

$1.7 million
in legal bills

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
donated dollars keep rolling in,
but President Clinton’s legal
defense fund is slipping further
behind. He now owes his
lawyers more than $1.7 million
in Whitewater bills.

In the two years since it was
started, the Presidential Legal
Expense Trust has raised $1.2 mil-
lion in individual contributions of
$1,000 or less and has paid out
$1.02 million, the fund reported
Wednesday. It does not accept
money from corporations, labor
unions or political committees, and
donations are not tax deductible.

The total legal expenses have
climbed above $2.7 million, nearly
$2.4 million of it billed by one
firm, Williams & Connolly, which
represents Clinton and his wife,
Hillary, in the Whitewater affair.
The law firm has received
$620,000 to date, $350,000 in the
first six months of 1996. Two other
law firms were paid $71,000.

The trust, established by the
Clintons, takes care of their legal
bills but not those of staff mem-
bers. Earlier Clinton angrily dis
avowed a White House promise
to have the government reim-
burse the expenses of fired travel
office employees.

“There were a lot of ple
who were never even cgr?ged
with anything ... who have been
dragooned and pulled up and
had thousands and tens of thou-
sands of dollars of legal expens-
es, who werc completely inno-
cent but have beeri subject to
abject harassment,” Clinton said.

Under its charter, the presiden-
tial trust cannot solicit funds. Its
president, Michael Cardozo,
readily concedes that news sto-
ries on each report result-in -a
blizzard of checks.

“You write the articles and we
see a spike in contributions,” he
said.

The trust got its most contribu-
tions in the first six months of its
existence in 1994 when it collect-
ed $608,080, Cardozo said. In the
succeeding semiannual 5
the contributions were $258,449,
$105,537, and $200,000.

Clinton’s bills in the sexual
harassment case brought
him in Arkansas by Paula Jones are

id by two insurance companies
5:( gvemd him with umbrella
policies while he was governor.

the of
Agustin Cabrera-Santamaria, M.D.

effective July 1, 1996
Specializing in lnvasive and Clinical
Cardiology

104 East 30th
. Texas 79085
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EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O' TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our read-
ers so that they can better promote and preserve their own free-
dom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when man
understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he pos-
sesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a political
grant from government, and that men have the right to take moral
action to preserve their life and property for themselves and oth-
ers

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and sover-
eignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent with the
coveting commandment

Wayland Thomas
Publisher

Larry D. Hollis
Managing Editor

Opinion
INS deserves

- - -
SAMA Avitiais s
Wil wiiltiwviolill

Criticisms of the Immigration and Naturalization Service for
not deperting Hung Thanh Mai, a Vietnamese immigrant accused
of killing California Highway Patrol officer Don J. Burt, when the
INS had a chance three years ago, smack a bit of political postur-
ing. The INS can and should be criticized on more substantive
and current grounds.

I'hree years ago, Mai was in state prison, serving 15 months for
illegal possession of an “assault wmrun ” Prison officials notified
the INS when he was about to be released, and an INS agent vis-
ited him and recommended that he be deported after serving his
sentence. But the INS never followed up with the paperwork, the
prisoner was released, and three years later - allegedly - he killed
CHP officer Burt

But, say INS officials, deporting Vietnamese immigrants is not
casy For many years the Vietnamese and United States govern-
ments did not formally recognize one another, and even today there
15 no treaty to formalize deportation procedures. Only a handful of
Vietnamese-American criminals have been deported to a third
country - France - and only when they had relatives in France.

Still, say the critics, the INS should at least have gone through
the motions -~ torwarding the case to an immigration judge, noti-
tving Vietnamese diplomats - so the onus would have been on
\ietnam tor retusing to accept him. There’s merit in such criti-
cism, but it experience tells you the end result of all the paper-
wuoik will be a decision to release a felon who is a permanent legal
US residentinto the United States, one can understand how peo-
ple mught decide to skip the fruitless paperwork.

Members ot Congress trom Catitornia, along withrRepublican
Rep Lamar Smith of Texas, have vowed to- hold hearings and
investigations into how the Mai incident happened. They should
broaden those hearings into other aspects n! NS performance

Credible allegations exist from local officials in and arouind San
Diego that the INS routinely “dumps” injured illegal jimmigrants
intolocal hospitals without booking them, thereby sloughing
responsibility tor the cost ot care onto local jurisdictions. The INS
ottice in Miami is alleged to have created an elaborate “Potemkin
Village” deception to hide gross mismanagement when a con-
presstonal delegation visited last vear. Critics say there's a pattern
ot laxity or inattentiveness when it comes to identifyving
deportable telons: Others say the INS routinely fudges tigures on
border apprehensions to make the agency look better

A\l ot these and other problems should be probed if - as promused

Congress holds hearings an the INS in September. Those hearnings
shoukd also be open to the possability that the INS is being asked
wth all the rvent “tough” revisions in the law: to do thangs it s not
capable of handling and perhaps shouldn 't be asked to do
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Berry's World

Bob Dole has a point. The federal government takes
too much of our income in taxes and spends too much
on ill-advised programs, and total economic growth
is probably lower than it might be as a result. But on
the question of whether these problems would be
alleviated by electing Dole or enacting his newly
unveiled economic plan, skepticism is a(?vised.

Hearing him extol tax cuts brings to mind those
movie ads a few years ago featuring Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Danny DeVito over the j -
gruous title “Twins.” Dole may be able to mumble his
way through Ronald Reagan’s lyrics, but he’ll never
learn the musie. No politician in America sounds less
convinced of what he finds himself obliged to say.

So voters should be particularly wary that Dole
will follow in the footsteps of the last two presidents
and abandon an election-year commitment to
oppose confiscatory taxation. Like George Bush’s
vow to block any tax increase and Bill Clinton’s
[:cdgc of a middle-class tax cut, Dole’s plan could

> gone with the wind by this time next year. Dole
has a defense against this charge but not an inspir-
ing one — namely, that while he may be a suspected
promise-breaker, his opponent is a proven one.

Dole’s proposal to cut income tax rates by 15

_percent across the board would begin to restore

the paramount achievement of the Reagan years -
the reduction in marginal income tax rates from as
high as 70 percent in 1981 to a maximum of 33%
after the 1986 tax reform. By ratcheting rates back
up - those in the top bracket now get to keep just
60.5 cents out of every extra dollar they earn -
Bush and Clinton have reduced the incentive to
work and invest, rewarded those who prefer con-
sumption over saving, and encouraged economi-

Stephen
Chapman

ng

cally wasteful tax-avoidance efforts. (Bush'’s folly,
for the record, had the stout support of Bob Dole.)

Paring rates is almost always a good idea. But it
makes up only one-half of any tax reform worthy
of the name — with the other half consisting of
loophole closing that simplifies the tax code and
makes it harder to shelter income. Most of the tax
breaks in the Internal Revenue Code induce peo-
ple to make economic decisions that they would
never dream of making purely on their own mer-
its. Roasting these provisions over a bonfire
would eliminate such distortions.

Reagan’s 1986 tax reform ized the twofold
nature of the task. But Dole’s plan largely ignores
the need to demolish tax shelters, except for closing
some corporate loopholes of absolutely no concern
to most voters. Otherwise, he postpones the tedious
business of cleaning ur the tax laws until some dis-
tant date in the misty future, when he will resolute-
Iy set about creating a “fairer, flatter” system.

This is the old political bill of fare: hot fudge
sundaes first, then we’ll eat our vegetables. The
primary impetus for simplifying the tax code is

‘the allure of lower tax rates. By pushing lower
rates first, Dole greatly diminishes the chance that
a comprehensive overhaul will ever take place.

He also throws away much of the leverage for
another worthy goal he professes to cherish: cut-

plan

ting federal spending and balancing the budget.

In the next few years, his pfan will almost certain-

ly swell the flow of red ink, not stanch it. That

means it will boost outlays for what e*eryone can

agree is the least satisfying part of the federal bud- '
get: the quarter of a trillion dollars we spend

every year just to pay interest on the national debt.

Truth be told, Dole obviously has no stomach
for the job of constraining the federal leviathan.
We know that because he has excluded from the
budget knife both the Pentagon and entitlement
programs. All his actual cuts (which are so far
unspecified) are supposed to come from what are
known as domestic discretionary programs -
everything from education and housing subsidies
to science and health research.

Many of these pm%rams deserve deep cuts, ifnot
instant obliteration. But together, they account for
only 17 percent of the budget. Defense and entitle-
ments, on the other hand, make up 72 percent. If you
want to reduce Washington’s role in our nati life
—and the drag of federal spending on the economy
~ you need a bolder approach than this.

Given his record, tﬁe natural suspicion is that
deep down, Dole regards even this minimal plan
as the moral equivalent of a tuxedo - a burden to
be endured for a specific occasion and than
shucked as quickly as possible. Dole may be head-
ed in the right direction, but he has far to go and
no burning desire to get there.
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Today in history

By The Associated Press

Togday is Thursday, August 15, the
228th day of 1996. There are 138
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

August 15, 1945, was proclaimed
V-] Day by the Allies, a day after
Japan agreed to surrender uncondi-
tionally. In a recorded radio mes-
sage, Emperor Hirohito called upon
his people to “bear the unbearable”
and lay down their arms.

On this date:

In 1057, Macbeth, the King of
Scotland, was slain by the son of
King Duncan.

In 1769, Napoleon Bonaparte was
born on the island of Corsica. .

In 1888, T.E. Lawrence, the British
soldier who gained fame as
“Lawrence of Arabia,” was born in
Tremadoc, Wales.

In"1935, humorist Will Rogers
and aviator Wiley Post were killed
when their airplane crashed near
Point Barrow, Alaska.

In 1944, during World War I,
Allied forces landed in southern
France. ‘

In 1947, India became ifdepen-
dent after some 200 years of British
rule.
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We must face up to responsibility

Jonah, as Bible readers may recall, was running

away trom God when he was swallowed by-a-

whale

The American people are Jonah. The whale that
swallowed us is the mess we've made of our
country. The God we are running from is accept-
ing responsibility for our own lives.

The answers to all our problems, from the
deficit to the juvenile delinquent, are obvious and
simple. The real problem is we don’t wish to do
what we have to do

Juvenile crime? Get married, make sure one of
the spouses stays home with the children, loves
them and teaches them morality by example. Love
and morals don’t require money, nor can money
be a substitute for either of them. Some of the
lousiest parents in this country have a lot of
money. Time, not money, is the measurement of
love. What you spend time doing is what vou love

Kids know that. You can't fool them. Whether
you park them in front of a television set in some
welfare-financed hovel or park them in some
fancy day-care center, the message to the kid is the
same: I'm not going to spend time with you; other
things are more important to me than you are

Some single mothers have no choice but to
work. | know that. But they had a choice about
whom to have sex with, whether to use birth con-
trol and who they were going tO marry. They had
a choice about whether to work at creating a real

Charley Reese

family or boogieing on down the road the first
time the glow dimmed.

Feminist claptrap has been a disaster for
American women who fell for it.

There is also the matter of deciding which is
more important, children or a standard of living.
A lot of people who claim they need two incomes
are neglecting to face the hidden assumption -
they need two incomes if they wish to maintain a
certain standard of living.

But other couples decide that having adult toys
is less important than having someone at home
when their children are young.

I grew :f in rented houses heated by fireplaces
and cooled by open windows, sometimes rented
apartments, in a one-car no-frills family, but my
parents were always there and | never-dnce felt
poor.

I had a very happy childhood. No store on earth
sells happiness. Stuff cannot be a substitute for
parents.

Materialism is a corrupting force. The purpose
of life is not to accumuf’ah: stuff. One works to
live; you don’t live to work. And living is more
than mere consumption and acquisition. ['ve

turned down jobs that involved more money than
I was making at the time because the jobs
involved living where I didn’t wish to live or asso-
ciating with people with whom I didn’t wish to
associate.

That great Southern philosopher, Brother Dave
Gardner, once remarked that happiness is not get-
ting what you want, it’s wanting what you got.

[ don’t mean to let men off the hook. Any man
who fathers children and doesn’t take care of
them is a lowdown dog and deserves to be social-
ly ostracized by people and fired by employers or
clients.

I wish Americans would realize that we don’t
need the government to shape up our communi-
ties. We can do it ourselves.

But that’s a problem. People are so gutless these
days they treat dogs and tramps as if they were
normal human beings. And nobody is more gut-
less than a lot of preachers, priests and rabbis who
have their eye on their contract and the collection
plate rather than on the word of God.

Like old Jonah, we can run but we can’t hide
from the responsibility of our own lives. If we
make the mess, only we can clean it up. This fool-
ishness of blaming something outside ourselves -
guns, drugs, movies, the system; racism, whatev-
er - is just evasion

The problems and the solutions are the same:
us

Global elitists take aim ét Australia

Juan Antonio Samaranch, president of the
International Olympic Commuttee has issued a
decree. Having witnessed too many tacky ven-
dors welling too many tacky T-shurts in tacky
America, having obsenved greedy global corpo-
rate sponsors who actually want something for
their 40 million tee, deeply disappointed in the
carnival-like atmosphere of the Olympic games in
Atlanta, he says, “I think we Aeed commercializa-
tion, but this commeraializaton must be directed
by the Olympic committee or by the KOC.”

Samaranch, 76, is a banker and real estate devel-
oper who won his gold medal playing Monopoly.
Now he has apparently won hus battle against
progress and markets. Sydmés Australia, host of
the year 2000 games, has already announced
acquiescence to the 10C's kangaroo court. Matilda
may waltz with commerce, but rockimg and rolling
will draw Olympic penalty pomes, ‘

Samaranch is echoing the views of other statists
on the 10C, including Canadian tax lawyer and
accountant Dick Pound, who savs Atlanta offered a
“two bit program,” and proouses that m the future
the 10C will more carefully certify exactly what
goad taste is. Snotty global ebtists have jomed in
the commerce-bashing. These inchude sportswrit-
ers, and American ones at that, who wrote of “visu-
al and aural insult,”. “overcommercialized embar-
rassmwent,” “schlock” and “a five-and-dime store
during a red-tag sale.” (Once upon a good old time,
“elitist sportswriter” was an oxymoron. )

Ben
Wattenberg

Just what 15 it about this commerciahsm that i
so troubling? [t's when lots of people who want to
sell stuff compete with one another to sell stuff to
lots of people who want to buy stuft. In theory,
and usually in practice, commercial competition
keeps the price quality-quantity-timing equation
in consumer-friendly territory. It is the system ot
commercial competition (“markets”) that created
sufficient global wealth se that nine million tick-
ets could be soid to Olympic events, allowing fans
to see athletes from 197 countries competing to
get on the road to fame and fortune. Commerce
doesn’t work well without competition

Commercial competition, as you may have
noticed, is not o athletics. Journalists
< tor tame fortune in their own venue
So do bankers like Samaranch and lawyers like
Pound. Gold medal competitors were not only on
the playing fields. They were in the stands and in

the streets. The CEOs, whose corporations ;l\ut up
big bucks, have been successful commercial com-
petitors. Their best salesmen and their best cus-
tomers, successful commercial competitors, were
given Olympic vacations and tickets as a reward.
And on Atlanta streets, including some of the
meanest ones, there were vendors and hustlers at
work, loudly hawking their wares, competi
commercially, to sell T-shirts, towels, en
lemonade, parking spots, bottled water, amuse-
ment rides, hats, totes, skirts and ashtrays, typi
cally marked with the words “Atlanta”
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