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Low tonight near 70,
high tomorrow near 100.
See Page 2 for weather
details.

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
U.S. Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-
Amarillo) has asked the
Secretary of the Air Force to
explain why the Frederick,
Okla., weather radar was
down during two severe
storms on May 22 and 25.

Thornberry  made  his
request in a letter to the secre-
tary sent last Wednesday. In
the letter Thornberry writes
that while improvements have
been made in the operation of
the radar, problems remain
which need to be addressed.

“The radar has certainly been
down less this year than last
year,” Thornberry  wrote.
“However, it is still down too
much, and because of that,
1 there remains much concern. ...

“Therefore, I am requesting
a complete report on the inci-
dents when the Frederick
radar was unavailable since
January 1, 1996, including the
cause for the interruptions
and what action the Air Force
is taking to correct those prob-
lems. I also request that you
require an intensified effort to
bring these radar, particularly
the one near Frederick, up to
the standards of radar operat-
ed by the National Weather
Service as quickly as possi-
ble,” he continued.

Thornberry said the weath-
er radar covers much of his
Texas district.

FORT WORTH (AP) —
Scattered rain has greened
some parts of the state, buf
has not ended the severe
drought for Texas.

George Bomar, chief meteo-
rologist with the Texas
Natural Resource Conser-
vation Commission in Aus-
tin, said the rains in parts of
West Texas have not reversed
the drought.

“None of us should be
deluded into thinking that
the recent rains portend an
imminent ending of the
drought,” said Bomar

In Washington this week,
President Clinton declared an
emergency in parts of the
Southwest because of the
drought and ordered about
$40 million in assistance for
ranchers struggling to feed
their livestock.

At least 24 West Texas
counties will qualify for aid.

LANDER, Wyo. (AP) — A
16-year-old Amarillo, Texas,
girl who was killed while tak-
ing part in a National
Outdoor Leadership School
program died of a head
injury, according to Fremont
County’s coroner.

Tim Reed, NOLS publica-
tions manager, said Fremont
County Coroner Larry Lee has
determined that Katherine
Temple Brain did not drown
as originally believed.

Ms. Brain died last week
when she fell while trying to
cross the South Fork of the

. Buffalo River.

The girl was washed about
one-half mile down the river
before she could be pulled
from the water.
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Commissioners begin grant
process for airfield repairs

By SHERRY CROMARTIE
Staff Writer

Gray ("ounty commissioners
Monday voted to consider a
grant program to refurbish the
Perry Lefors Airfield.

Commissioners voted to sub-
mit a letter of intent and resolu-
tion for the county to join with
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation to rehabilitate the air-
port. ’

Texas DOT’s proposed fund
ing assistance to the airfield in
a 1997 and 1998 budget is a
total of $1,150,000, and the
county’s portion is $115,000.

County Attorm‘_y'Todd Alvey
explained the requirements of
the county and the deadlines
for such commitments. The
deadline for the first require-
ment is July 19, Alvey said.

“The letter of intent and the
resolution does not bind the
county at all, until a contract is
entered into,” Alvey said

He said after the county
sends its letter of intent and
resolution, then it will have
more time to consider its bud-
get until November. After that,
a contract must be considered;
if a contract is agreed to, the
county’s money should be paid
by January 1997,

“Gray County must show it is

willing to put forth its efforts to
work with the state to refurbisl
the airfield,” Alvey said.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Jim
Greene suggested the commis-
sioners consider this opportu
nity for major repairs on resur-
facing, repainting and other
necessary repairs “because if a
decision 5 pPostpoine \'i/ the
county may have to eventually
cover the entire cost.” *

County Treasurer Scott Hahn
said revenue to the airport bud-
get is approximately $20,000
annually.

Hahn said the budget does
not have the matching funds
ready, and he expressed con-
cern about the county’s portion
due in January 1997.

In other matters, attorney
Don Lane requested the county
continue to maintain the coun-
ty law library housed in the

courthouse annex building
The  Gray County Bar
Association, local law .firms

and the county attorney use the
fibrary, and it is accessible to
the public, he said.

Lane said there is a con-
trolled check-out system, and
books taken from the library
are to b&rvturnvd within five
days. Lane explained the usual
procedure of maintaining cur-
rent information in the vol-

umes of books provided, and
added that the update system
i1s.a consistent flow of advance
sheet inserts and booklets.

“It is a great research source
for the county and the bar,”
Lane said. “l feel the law
library is worth the present sys-
tem of updates and mainte-

[l | 1 1 'y 1
nance o1 tne l(’).;kll rererence Vvol-
umes in the library ... The fed-
eral update reports and inserts
are vital to keep up with the
current sources of the laws
Although most local attorneys
have their own law libraries,
some do not carry all the legal
resources found in the county
taw tibrary.”

Hahn said the annual budget
for the library is $15,000, and

current costs are averaging
$17,000.
Peet said, “The cost of

upkeep and maintenance has
increased due to the costs of
publications from.the services.”
He said the court must evaluate
these expenses further. Peet
asked commissioners to look
into the benefits of a user’s fee.
No other action was taken.

In other business, commis-
sioners:

* Voted to defer action on the
Gray County Personnel Policy
Manual to Aug. 1.

See AIRFIELD, Page 2.

County approves Lefors land giveaway

By SHERRY CROMARTIE
Staff Writer

Gray County commissioners
Monday unanimously agreed to
allow Lefors to give tax-delin-
quent land to qualified appli-
cants.

Mayor Robert Jones, who was
present at the commissioners’
meeting, said today that he
hopes the giveaway plan could
begin as soon as next week.

However, action that
appears unlikely.

Lefors school Superintendent
Norman Baxter said school
trustees will consider the matter
further at their meeting next
Tuesday. He said he will present
information gathered at a meet-
ing with county officials last
month, but he indicated that
final action may not be taken
until August.

The school district and city
government must both agree to
the project.

Jones said he felt the city coun-
cil members would give final
approval Monday if they receive

soon

a copy of the agreement from the
city attorney in time.

Since the city first announced
its plan to offer the delinquent
tax properties to pmspvcti\'o
new home owners, Jones said he
has received inquiries from dis-
tant states such as Georgia and
Massachusetts.

“And, over the weekend, two
interested people came to Lefors
from Lubbock and Mineral
Wells. In all, I have had over 200
inquiries,” he told commission-
ers.

About 16 parcels of land could
be given away in the program,
Jones said. The parcels, some as
big as a city block, would first
need to be divided up, he added.

Jones said the approval of tax
sales has been granted from
Lefors City Council and the
Lefors Independent School
District. Final approval of the
Gray County commissioners
was necessary before legal action
is taken. i

Jones said today that the give-
away could begin as soon as next
Tuesday. He said the city council

will meet Monday night with
City Attorney Matt Martindale
to consider adopting the legal
agreement.

Gray County Judge Richard
Peet commended Jones and
Lefors officials for taking an
aggressive approach to find new
property owners in an effort to
relieve the delinquent tax roll.

Jones told commissioners new
owners must be willing to com-
mit themselves to either build a
home from scratch or to place a
livable mobile home on the resi-
dential lots.

After improvements are com-
pleted and a family or owner is
on the premises for six months, a
signed deed will be handed over
to the new owner and new tax
records will be established in his
or her name.

Peet said the tax sales will be
handled by Lefors, as approved
by the commissioners court.

The land deal was first pro-
posed to the council by Baxter in
June.

(Staff writer Chip Chandler con-
tributed to this report.)

Motorcycle tourists

This group of motorcyclists stopped in do vntown Pampa this morning, taking a break from
their touring. From left are Imogene Ellison, her husband Norman Ellison and cousin Ricky
Friel, all from Atlanta, Ga. Riding their Honda GoldWing motorcycles, the group left
Georgia Saturday morning to tour the western United States on a planned 4,000 mile trip.

Last year they toured the Smokey Mountains in Tennessee on their cycles.
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(Pampa News photo by Darlene Hoimes)

The Golden Horseshoe Treasure Hunt, with a prize of a
box seat for all three performances of the 50th
Anniversary Top O’ Texas Rodeo July 11-13, will begin
Wednesday. Wednesday’s clue can be found at a local
bank. The finder of the horseshoe should bring it to the
rodeo office in the Pampa Community Building, 200 N.

Ballard, to claim the prize.

Golden - Horseshoe hunt
begins on Wednesday

The Top O’ Texas Rodeo
Association again is sponsoring
the annual “Golden Horseshoe
Treasure Hunt” in conjunction
with the Top O Texas Rodeo
scheduled for July 11-13.

A “Golden Horseshoe” has
been hidden in the area, and
clues will be given each day that
will help treasure hunters to
locate the horseshoe.

The lucky person who finds
the horseshoe will receive a box
seat to all three performances of
the 50th Anniversary Top O’
Texas Rodeo. The box seat has a
value of $50. The finder also will
be able to ride in the rodeo
parade on Saturday, July 13.

This year the clues will be
placed in selected stores and

businesses in Pampa, and
hunters can only get the clues by
going into those stores.

The type of store or business
will be listed each day in the

-newspaper and on the radio. The

name of that store or business
will be listed the next day, along
with the kind of store or business
for the current day’s clue.

No clues will be given in the
newspaper or on the radio.
Merchants have been asked not
to give any information out over
the telephone.

If you have any questions con-
cerning the 50th Anniversary
Rodeo or the Golden Horseshoe
Hunt, call rodeo secretary Jane
Jacobs.at the rodeo office, (806)
669-3241.

New speed limit signs
placed on rural roads

The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) has com-
pleted installation of speed limit
signs on rural Farm to Market
(FM) roads in Gray County.

“Our crews completed the
sign installation on July 1
(Monday),” said Joe Duncan,
Gray County maintenance
supervisor for TxDOT.

“Our best advice is to drive
the posted speed,” he said.

The Texas Transportation Com-
mission took action June 18 to set
speeds lower than the state max-
imum of 70 miles per hour on
about half of the state’s 40,748-

mile farm-to-market system.
The commission action com-

pleted the fourth and final phase
of work by the TxDOT to deter-
mine appropriate speed limits
on 77,000 miles of roadway on
the state system as a result of the
repeal of the national maximum
speed limit. In Texas, the state
system includes interstates, U.S.
highways, state highways and

the farm-to-market system.
Speed limits on nearly 21,000
FM miles will be the automatic
state maximum of 70 mph,
according to Bill Burnett,
TxDOT executive director.
About 8,900 FM miles will be 60
or 65 mph. About 10,000 FM
miles will be 55 mph or lower.
“In other words, about three-
fourths of the FM system will
have speed limits higher than 55
mph, which means an increase in
the existing 55 mph speed limit
previously mandated by federal
regulations,” Burnett said.
“While speed limits will go up
on many roads, the commuission
actually lowered speed limits
from the automatic state maxi-
mum of 70 on about half of the
FM roadways,” he added. “We
believe our traffic and engineering
work will result in a roadway sys-
tem that is both safe and efficient
and in posted speed limits that
drivers can res| and obey.”
See SPEED, Page 2

Officials to enforce fireworks bans

Fourth of July celebrants
beware: local law enforcement
officials say they will enforce
city and county bans on fire-
works.

Fire Marshal Tom Adams said
he and assistant fire marshal
Gary Stevens will patrol city
streets with Pampa policemen
and issue tickets to violators.

Fireworks are banned by ordi- '

nance within the city limits.
Residents caught using fire-
works could be fined up to $50
plus court costs.

A ban on the use and sale of
aerial fireworks is still in effect in
the county as well, -

County Judge Richard Peet

~warns citizens to be extra-cau-

tious in the use of any fireworks.

Peet recommends families jdin
in with activities at Recreation
Park and to watch the fireworks
show in the evening at the park

or at Lake McClellan.

“These are fine family facilities
for folks to enjoy. I want all the
local people to have a good
Fourth of July holiday, but to be
careful to not damage private
property or open lands. All

roperties of home owners and
En owners are important to
protect,” he said.

Traffic on county roads must
not be obstructed in any way;,
Peet said. He indicated law
enforcement units will be watch-
ing all county and city traffic
areas. -

Peet advises le to keep in
not allowed at according to
Gov. George W. Bush’s order for

Gray County. The use of any aer-

ial has a fine of up ta
$1,000 and/or 180 days in E
The punishment is

by the state’s emergency code.
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Police report

FAULK, Alice Mariah
Graveside services, 10 am.,
Memorial Park Cemetery, Athens,

KEELIN, Dorothy 10 am,,
Assembly of God ( hurch, P ampa

MOSELEY, Frances Fields 3 p.m.,
Baptist Church, Kingsland.

Obituaries

DOROTHY KEELIN

Dorothy Keelin, 75, of Pampa, died Sunday,
June 30, 1996. Services will be at 10 a.m
Wednesday in the Calvary Assembly of God
Church with the Rev. Scott Barton, pastor, offici-
ating. Burial will be in Fairview Cemetery under
the direction of Carmichael-Whatley Funeral
Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Keelin was born April 26, 1921, at
Cheyenne, Okla. She married Wesley R. K('(Ilh
on Nov. 5, 1938, at Chevenne; he died March 25,
1990. She hdd been a l‘mn;m resident since 1929,
She had worked for the Tiny Tot Shop and was a
homemaker and professional seamstress She
volunteered at both nursing homes and was
active in quilting circles. She was a member of

Calvary Assembly of God Church
111 ‘,‘v '!v.-'\u

(Smith)

Oaklawn

[exas
Calvary
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Rowsey of l’.lmpa and Bdh lurm r of Matador;
three sisters, Gladys Ellington of Prague, Okla.,
Betty Welch of Vallejo, Calif., and Fern Cazell of
Missouri; a brother, Glen Clemons of Pampa;
eight grandchildren; and six great-grandchil-
dren

The family requests memorials be to the
Calvary Assembly of God Church

GERTIE L. MASTERS

CORDELL, Okla. - Gertie L. Masters, 84, moth-
er of a Wheeler, Texas, resident, died Saturday,
June 29, 1996. Services were to be at 2 p.m. today
in the First Baptist Church with the Rev. R.B.

A Mathis and Wayne Boothe officiating. Burial was

to be in Lawnview Cemetery under the direction
of Hamilton-McClure Funeral Home

Mrs. Masters was born at Lindsay. She attend-
ed school at Rocky Point until age 12, then
moved with her family to Washita County in
1924 and attended school at Cowden. She mar-
ried William Edgar Masters.in 1932; he preceded
her in death. The couple operated a telephone
office at Cloud Chief before moving to Cordell in
1943. They had also resided in California and
lTexas. She was a homemaker and a caregiver,
caring for children until 1960, retiring in 1988.
She was a member of the First Baptist Church at
Cordell

She was also preceded in death by a daughter,
Sherry Kay Masters.

Survivors ‘include two daughters, Patricia
Anne Hathaway of Albuquerque, N.M., and
Karen Jane Kezer of Weatherford; a son, James
Edgar Masters of Wheeler; a brother, Clarence
Yarbrough of Texas; four grandsons; and two
great-grandchildren.

ALFRED ‘AL’ MILLS

CHILDRESS - Alfred “Al” Mills, 75, father of a
Shamrock resident, died Sunday, June 30, 1996.
Services were to be at 2 p.m. today in Fairview
Church of Chnist with Loy Hardesty officiating.
Burial was to be in the Childress Cemetery under
the direction of Johnson Funeral Home

Mr. Mills married Ruby Redwine in 1941 at
Hollis, Okla. He npcmtcd a service station and
retired with the City of Childress in 1992. He was
a member of Fairview Church of Christ.

Survivors include his wife, Ruby; two daugh-
ters, Brenda Klapper of Amarillo and Sheila
melton of Plainview; five sons, Rickey Mills and
Roger Mills, both of Childress, Mike Mills and
Mickey Mills, both of Amarillo, and Monte Mills
of Shamrock; four sisters, Golden McMahan of
Amarillo, Avis Jones of Panhandle, Geneva Reese
of Georgia and Edna Delarenzo of Flonda; a
brother, Shelby Mills of Amanrillo; 12 grandchil-
dren; and nine great-grandchildren

FRANCES FIELDS MOSELEY

KINGSLAND Frances Fields 1\1()\«'1("\', 87,
died Monday, July 1, 1996 Services will be at 3
p.m. Wednesday in the First Baptist Church with
the Rev. Walter Knight officiating. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 10 am. Friday in the Groom
Cemetery at Groom under the direction of
Waldrope-Hatfield-Hawthorne Funeral Home
Inc

Mrs. Moseley was born at Canadian. She mar-
ried Roy Moseley in 1930 at Groom; he died in
1993. She had been a Kingsland resident for 34
vears, moving from McCamey She taught
school. She was a member of the First Baptist
Church. She was the last charter member of the
Highland Lakes Social Club and was a member
of the Order of the Eastern Star, having received
her 50-year pin

Survivors include a daughter, Zanna R
Bickham of Alpine;.a son, Fred Moseley of
Sugarland; two sisters, Ester Tinsley of Houston
and Martha Wagoner of Hereford, two brothers,
Tom Fields of Vega and Henry Fields of Claude;
five grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren

First

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing incidents and arrests in the 24-hour period
which ended at 7 a.m. today.

; M()NDAY,iuIy 1

A vehicle was reported stolen from Culberson-
Stowers, 805 N. Hobart, on June 25. It was loaned
to someone and not returned.

Johnson’s Home Furnishings, 801 W. Francis,
reported theft of a $619.95 refrigerator. Rental
payments were not made.

Damage to the front door possibly by forced
enfry was reported in the 900 block of South
Sumner. Damage estimated at $100.

Forgery was reported at Frank’s Thriftway, ’%()()
E. Brown, which occurred May 12 to 15.

A television, video cassette recorder, rings and
citizens’ band radio were reported taken in a bur-
glary in the 1000 block of South Christy.

A 26-year-old woman reported minor scratches
on her left arm due to assault in the 1300 block of
Coffee. It occurred noon to 12:30 p.m. Monday.

A rock was thrown through the front window
of a house in the 2600 block of West Kvntuc-kyA
Estimated damage is $175.

A $5 gas drive off was reported at 7:15 p.m.
Mnndav at the Taylor Mart, 600 E. Frederic.

Domestic disturbance was reported by a 54-
year-old woman in the 900 block of Barnard. She
suffered minor injuries to her left arm

TUESDAY, July 2

A 12-pack of Coors was stolen from the Taylor
Mart, 1900 N. Hobart, at 3 a.m. Tuesday. It is val-
ued at $7.99

Arrests
SATURDAY, June 29

Larry Reagan was arrested in the 1200 block of
North Hobart on a charge of assault. He was
released on bond. : :

SUNDAY, June 30

Jodine Hinninkamp, 31, was arrested at
Amarillo Police Department on two warrants.
She was released on bond.

Ambulance

Rural/Metro reported the following calls dur-

ing the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
MONDAY, July 1

6:25 p.m. = A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1000 block of North Sumner on a cardiac and trans-
ported one patient to Columbia Medical Center.

10:24 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to a
local nursing facility on a medical emergency and
transported one patient to Columbia Medical Center.

. TUESDAY, July 2
12:03 a.m. = A mobile ICU unit responded to
Columbia Medical Center for a patient transfer to
a local nursing facility.

3:41 a.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to a
local nursing facility on a fall and transported
one patient to Columbia Medical Center.

5:34 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to
Columbia Medical Center for a patient transfer to
a local nursing facility.

Court report

COUNTY COURT
Marriage licenses issued
Charles Irwin Morgan and Bethany Lynn
Knowles
Kerry Gerald Wright and Julie Diane Davis

Brandon Michael Scott and Marie Ann
Williams

Edward Kelly Quarles and Gena Rochelle
Dougherty

Jerry Terral Mayberry and Amanda Marie
Davidson
DISTRICT COURT
Criminal

An order was entered discharging Carlos
Marquez Jr. from probation.

An order was entered by the Seventh Court of
Appeals affirming the trial court in the State of
Texas vs. Ronald Ray Browning.

Divorce granted
Jerry Wayne Horton and April Cherrill Horton
Civil

Larry Wilson vs. Diane Mason, protective order

Edward Munoz vs. Dr. Keith Black, medical
negligence

Misty Gale Cross vs. Justin Warren Cross, pro-
tective order

Colleen Wooldridge VS.
Wooldridge, protective order

Culberson - Stowers Inc. vs. Alfred Tittle, suit
on note g

Cheri Newman vs. Hershcel Newman, protec-
tive order

Kelley Dawn Williams and Donna Fitzer vs.
Amber Dawn Watson and Terry K. Lindsey, dam-
ages auto

Sheriff's Office

Michael D.-

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing incident and arrests in the 24-hour period
which ended at 7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, July 1

Forgery was reported which occurred at Sadie

Hawkins store
Arrests
MONDAY, July 1

Carlos Hernandez, 17, 1117 Darby, was arrested
on a capias pro fine warrant

Farris Glen Reeves, 40,
charge of public intoxication

Fires

was arrested on a
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The Pampa Fire Department reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period ending at
7am today ——

MONDAY, July 1

11:26 am Two units and seven personnel
responded to 316 Doyle on a structure fire. A
grease fire began when the stove was left unat-
tended. It caused light damage and was doused
before units arrived ¢

10:26 p.m One unit and four personnel
responded to 1504 W. Kentucky on a rescue
cal

Joyce Simon, third from left, was recently honored by the, Greater Pampa Area Chamber
of Commerce Tourism Committee for her work in beautifying the city. Simon spearheaded
a recent drive to paint downtown flower barrels and the outside of the old Capri Theater.
Shown with Simon are co-workers Debbie McKinney and Willie Houser and Tourism
Committee members Seleta Chance, Mayor Bob Neslage, Jeanna Zuniga, Bill
Hildebrandt, Nanette Moore, Mike Parker and Mary McDaniel. Not pictured is Jerry
McKinney, who along with Houser and Debbie McKinney helped Simon with her projects.

(Pampa News photo by Chip Chandler)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Speed

Before 1963, the maximum
Tvxas speed limits were 60 mph

lay and 55 mph night. In 1963,
the Texas Legislature set the max-
imum speed limits in Texas at.70
mph day and 65 mph night. The
law requires that state roadways
outside city limits be set at the
state maximum unless traffic and
engineering studies show a need
for a lower speed limit, Burnett
explained.

In 1974, the federal govern-
ment tied federal transportation
funding to a national maximum

speed limit of 55 mph. The 1963
Texas speed limit law remained
on the books but was superseded
by the federal requirements. In
1987, the national maximum
speed limit was raised to 65 mph
on rural portions of interstate
highways.

When the national maximum
speed limit was repealed Dec. 8,
1995, the Texas speed limit law
went back into effee t, setting the
maximum daylight speed limit at
70 mph outside cities unless traffic
and engineering studies justified a
lower speed limit, Burnett said.

TxDOT began work on the traf-
fic and engineering studies sever-

al months before the. national
speed limit was lifted. :

“Never before has there been-—
such an extensive review of Texas.

speed limits in such a short peri-
od. of time,” Burnett-said.
speed limit database is more up-
to-date and all-inclusive than it
has ever been.”

The review was conducted’

with the existing TxDOT work-
force. Since the statewide speed
limit study began late last sum-
mer, TxDOT has spent more than
$6 million in labor and materials
to conduct the traffic and engi-
neering studies and install speed
limit signs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Airfield

e Approved a postage petty
cash fund of not more than $100
to be-used for the county judge’s
office to offset the additional
postage required for certified
mailing of notices and inquiries.

* Voted to write letter to U.S.
representatives and U.S. senators

to request that the 1997 Forestry
budget include Lake McClellan
for costs of dredging and other
maintenance work needed in the
lake area.

* Approved sale of delinquent

, tax property in Lefors.

e Moved discussion on
McLean’s county barn to the July
17 meeting;

* Deferred action on the 1997

budget until the July 17 meeting: |

¢ Deferred action en the sale of
lots in McLean. Further legal
research is needed.

* Discussed training work-.

shops for county road and bridge

foremen, budget allotments for-
volunteer fire department and
volunteer ambulance service. No.

action was taken since those
items were not on the agenda.

Model Margaux Hemingway found dead in apartment

SANTA'MONICA, Calif. (AP) -
Margaux  Hemingway, the
model-turned-actress and trou-
bled granddaughter of Ernest
Hemingway, was found dead in
her seaside apartment. X

The death I d not appear to be a
suicide and there was no sign of
forced entry or foul play, police
said.

“At ‘this point we’re not sure
what happened to her,” coroner’s

spokesman Fred Corral said. An
autopsy was expected tonight or
Wednesday.

The 4lgyear-old Hemingway,
who moved into the second-floor
apartment a few weeks ago, had
not been seen by friends or neigh-
bors since Saturday. A friend, con-
cerned that Heming-way hadn’t
returned her phone calls, climbed
a ladder to peek through the win-
dow and saw the body on a bed.

Cqgroner’s officials identified '
the body by information from rel-:
atives, identification Hemingway-
had on her and a description of.
recent dental work, Corral said. -

Hemingway was a supermodel
in the 1970s, -gracing the cover of-
Vogue, People and Time magazines.

and making headlines with a $1 mil-
lion contract to promote Faberge’s
“Babe” perfume. The 6-foot blonde
made her movie debut in Lipstick .

“Our

-Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Sunny and hot days, variable
cloudy nights with highs near
100 and lows near.70. A 20 per-
cent chance of scattered thunder-
storms through Wednesday. For
the July 4th holiday, sunny, hot
and dry with a high near 104.
Monday’s high was 92; the
overnight low was 66. Pampa
received 0.06 inch of moisture in
the 24-hour period ending at 6
a.m. today.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas - Panhandle:
Tonight, a slight chance of main-
ly evening thunderstorms, other-
wise mostly clear. Lows in the
60s. Wednesday, mostly sunny
with a slight chance of late after-
noon thunderstorms. Highs in
mid 90s to near 100. South Plains:
Tonight, isolated evening thun-

derstorms, otherwise fair. Lows
around 70. Wednesday, mostly
sunny. Highs in upper 90s

North Texas - Tonight, fair.
Lows 71 to 76. Wednesd 1 t-
ly cloudy with a sligh* a ¥
thunderstorms north . |
east. Highs 95 to 100

South Texas - Hil
and South Central: |
clear. Lows in the .
Wednesday, partly cloudy anc
hot. Highs in mid 90s east to
upper 90s near 100 west. Upper
Coast: Tonight, partly cloudy.
Lows in low 70s inland to near
80 coast. Wednesday, partly
cloudy and hot with a slight
chance of showers or thunder-
storms. Highs in mid 90s inland
to near 90 coast. Coastal Bend
and Rio Grande Plains: Tonight,
partly cloudy. Lows in upper 70s
coast to mid 70s ‘inland.
Wednesday, partly cloudy and

hot with a slight chance of show-
ers or thunderstorms. Highs
near 90 coast to low 90s inland,
near 100 Rio Grande plains.
BORDER STATES
New Mexico -~ Tonight, widely
‘attered to isolated evening
derstorms, then generally
ver tonight. Lows 40s to
)s mountains, mid 50s to
0s elsewhere. Wednesday,
cac ered afternoon and evening
thunderstorms in the mountains.
Partly cloudy with isolated
storms elsewhere. Highs mostly
80s mountains and 90s at lower
elevations.

Oklahoma. - Tonight, partly |
cloudy with a slight chance of |
the |
evening. Lows-in upper 60s to}

thunderstorms  during

mid 70s. Wednesday, partly
cloudy with a chance of thunder-

storms central and _southeast |

regions. Highs 100 to 105.

City briefs

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paiJ advertisement

-

1992 22 ft. Lowe Deck Boat,
120 Johnson, excellent condition
with cover for sale. 665-2454.

Adv.
EARLY ADVERTISING
Deadlines for 4th of July

Holiday, call Pampa News for
information.

G&G FENCES. Repair old,
build new. Competitive, guaran-
teed. 665-6872, 1-800-223-0827.
Financing available. Adv.

BILLIE'S BOUTIQUE - 2143
N. Hobart, all Sale Items, addi-
tional 10% off. Adv.

CHANEY’'S CAFE Closed on
Monday night. Adv.

CHICKEN EXPRESS - Tues-
day only, Customer Apprecia-
tion Day 15% off. 2201 Perryton
Parkway. Adv. -

DERRICK CLUB. Live Band,
Indian Summer. Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. No cover
charge. Adv.

REMEMBER WHEN your
Pampa News carrier collects,
does the carrier have his/her
cards and hole punch? If not,
don’t pay. Thanks, Circulation

artment.

ANN HOWARD is now asso-

* dlated with Song’s Salon, 665-
. 4343. Adv.

SCRUBS, SMOCKS, Lab
coats, uniforms, etc. on Sale at
V}'s Fashions & Gifts, down-
town. Adv.

HOME DELIVERY. All carri-
ers are independent contractors
and The Pampa News is not
responsible for advance pa
ments of two or more months
made to the carrier. Pléase pay
directly to the News Office any
payment that exceeds the cur-
rent collection period.

HAMBURGER STATION 5
a.m.-7 p.m. We deliver!! $5 mini-
mum. Adv.
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‘Cavalry re-enactment

Gene Barksdale, a member_of the E Co. 4th Cavalry re-
enactment group of Armarillo, stands beside an authentic sad-
dle used in 1874 during the Indian wars. Barksdale and the
cavaky group were among those participating in the displays,
exhibits and other activities Saturday for the Wheeler County
Heritage ‘Day sponsored by the Oid Mobeetie Texas
Association and the Old Mobeetie Jail Museum.

(Pampa News photo by Darlens Holmes)

Four tobacco companies file
countersuit against Connecticut

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -
Warning: Threatening to sue the
tobacco industry may result in a
pre-emptive strike.

Two months = ago,
Attorney  General Richard
Blumenthal announced that
Connecticut would join nine
other states looking to recover
taxes spent treating tobacco-
related illnesses.

On Friday, four tobacco com-
panies — Lorillard Tobacco Co.
and Philip Morris Inc., both
based in New York; R.]. Reynolds
Tobacco Co., of Winston-Salem,
N.C.; and Brown & Williamson
Tobacco Corp., of Louisville, Ky.
— shot back with a federal lawsuit
against Blumenthal.

The lawsuit, which seeks to
block Connecticut’s attempt to
sue, claims it is unlawful for
Connecticut to shift its Medicaid
burden onto out-of-state compa-
nies that made a legal product
that the state regulated and
taxed.

“Our case raises significant fed-
eral issues that-should be deter-
mined by federal courts,” said
Dolly Colby, a spokeswoman for
Philip Morris. “We believe that
when a federal court takes an
objective look at the unprecedent-
ed nature of these Medicaid
actions, we should prevail.”

State

DENTURES
$4.00 Fun set

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Closed Fridays
1-800-789-5331
Mangum, Ok.

The other three companies
could not be immediately*
reached for comment.

Similar lawsuits have been
filed by the companies in Texas,
Massachusetts and Maryland.

“This arrogant attempt to deny
Connecticut its day in court is the
latest in an unrelenting crusade
by the tobacco industry to avoid
responsibility for decades of dis-
ease and death,” Blumenthal
said Monday.

The action taken by the tobac-
co companies will not hinder the
state’s effort to file a lawsuit
against the industry this summer
in state court, he said.

Connecticut’s lawsuit will be
based on payments the state has
made through Medicaid to pay
the health costs of the poor.
Blumenthal has said the state
Flans to seek hundreds of mil-

ions of dollars in damages.

The tobacco companies claim
in their lawsuit that since
Connecticut joined Medicaid in
1965, the state has generated
more than $2 billion in state ciga-
rette taxes. In 1994 alone, the
state generated $118 million in
revenue from cigarette taxes, the
lawsuit claims.
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Tax dollars remodeled former
official’s home

HOUSTON (AP) — Tax dol-
lars were ‘spent on cosmetic
improvements as well as struc-
tural repairs on the state-owned
home of a Texas prison official
who was fired last week, accord-
ing to records of the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice.

The two-bedroom home at the
Diagnostic Unit in Huntsville is
occupied by William C. McCray,
who was fired last week from his
$90,000-a-year job.

The Houston Chronicle reported
today that a large portion of the

$9,000 job to remodel McCray’s

home went for structural repairs,
but tax money was also spent on
such upgrades as converting a
living room closet into a bar,
refinishing wood floors and
installing roll-out shelving in a
kitchen pantry.

McCray, who pays no rent or
utilities for the half of a duplex, is
still living in the house, but must
vacate it by the end of July, agency

spokesman Glen Castlebury said.
dears ho
department of ov ding

FORT WORTH (AP) — Federal
auditors say the Fort Worth hous-
ing department has been cleared
of allegations that it misspent mil-
lions of dollars meant to provide
homes for the poor.

The allegations had been made

by a nonprofit monitoring agency.
——The most serious a tions
raised by the Tarrant County

Housing Partnership following
an audit in March were unfound-
ed, according to a six-member
review team assembled by the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

The allegations included
charges. that the city couldn’t
account for $2.2 million in feder-
al grant money and that it had
tripled allowable expenditures
on administrative costs.

Rowlett woman’s bond
hearing to resume Friday
DALLAS (AP) — The bail
reduction hearing for a Rowlett
mother accused in the stabbing
deaths of her two sons will con-
tinue later this week when a

.judge is expected - to decide

whether to reduce her $1 million
bond.

State District Judge Mark Tolle
said Monday that the hearing for
26-year-old Darlie Routier will
resume on Friday.

Routier remained in the Lew
Sterrett Justice Center, where she
has been since her June 18 arrest.
Her relatives asked Tolle on
Monday to reduce her bond to
about $100,000.

Routier, who claimed a male
intruder  killed  5-year-old
Damon and 6-year-old Devon
early June 6 in the family’s
upscale suburban home, faces
one capital murder count of
killing a child under the age of 6.
The other capital murder count

accuses her of killing more than .

one person in the same incident.

TUX RENTALS
s(amng at 39 95

NEW YORK (AP) ~ A majority
of Americans do not believe the
Clinton administration’s explana-
tions about how the FBI back-
ground files of _prominent
Republicans wound up inr the
hands White House aides, two
polls find.

Fifty-six percent of Americans
say the White House intentional-
ly abused its power in requesting
the files; only 30 percent buy the
Clinton administration’s explana-
tion that it was a bureaucratic
error, according to an ABC News-
Washington Post poll released
Monday.

Similarly, 60 percent in-a CNN-
USA Today poll said White
House staffers knew the requests
were improper; just 24 percent
believe the incident was an hon-
est mistake.

That survey, conducted June
27-30, found Americans paying
closer attention to the FBI files
flap. Sixteen percent said they
were following it very closely
and 35 percent somewhat closely.
That's up from a June 18-19 poll
when 12 percent said they fol-
lowed closely and 31 percent
somewhat closely.

The ABC-Post poll,  also con-
ducted June 27-30, provides evi-
dence that the FBI files and
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State briefs  Polls find growing skepticism
about FBI files flap, Whitewater

Whitewater controversies might
be starting to chip away -at
President Clinton’s re-election
lead. It had Clinton-leading Dole
54 percent to 40 percent among
registered voters, compared with
a 57-35 advantage in late May.

The erosion was worse — down
to a 10-point margin from 23
points — among those the poll-
sters deemed most likely to vote.

Dole, asked Monday whether
he thought the files controversy is
hurting Clinton, said, “I don’t
know. | think the race is tighten-
ing with or without the FBI files.”

While the ABC-Post poll found
Clinton’s job approval rating
steady at 56 percent, it fell in the
CNN-USA Today survey to 52
percent from 58 percent in mid-
June, when it was its highest
since Clinton'’s first days in office.

The CNN-USA Today poll
put Clinton’s lead over Dole at
15 points among registered vot-
ers, statistically unchanged
from a 19-point gap two weeks
ago.

Forty-six percent in that survey
said Clinton “knew from the
beginni ‘g" about his staffers’
requests for FBI background files.
Fifty percent in the ABC-Post poll
said Clinton knew about the
requests. Little more than a third

*is  mainly

in both polls said he found out
only recentl

The Bg Post ‘survey also
found 49 percent saying Clinton
lying about the
Whitewater land *+ deal in
Arkansas, up from 38 percent in
April. Forty-six percent now
believe Clinton did something
illegal in the Whitewater affair.

But two-thirds say Whitewater .
hasn’t affected their opinion of
the president, and nearly as:
many disapprove of the way :
Republicans in Congress are han- -
dling the situation.

Majorities question Clinton’s .
honesty and personal values, but °
by 72 percent to 26 percent '
respondents said that having a
president who understands the -
average American’s problems is .
more important than him being |
of the “highest personal charac- '
ter.”

And 56 percent said Clmton
understands their problems; only .
38 percent said the same of Dole. '

“The bad odor of scandal has
knocked down Clinton’s lead,
but so far Dole has had trouble
drawing converts because of his .
image as uncaring, an insider ;
with no fresh ideas,” said Jeffrey :
Alderman, ABC’s polling dlrec-
tor.

Two national teacher unions declare truce-?

WASHINGTON (AP) —A tem-
porary truce between two nation-
al teachers unions has prompted
renewed discussion about a pro-
posed merger that would create
an organization with the political
clout of 3.1 million members.

The 2.2 million member
National Education Association
and the American Federation of
Teachers, which répresents
900,000 members, announced
Monday that they had tentatively
agreed not to raid each other’s
ranks for 18 months.

Under the agreement, which
would take effect Jan. 1, both
unions would be free to organize,
but would not try to get workers
to’ switch from one union to the
other.

“This is all very long overdue,”
Jeff Wright, former president of
the Florida Education

Association, said at the NEA's

Extra Furi, Extra Photos

annual meeting -here. “We have
enough detractors of public edu-
cation. We don’t need to be fight-
ing each other.”

e NEA has approved the
agreement. The AFT’s executive
council has approved the no raid
agreement, but it must be formal-
ly accepted at the union’s con-
vention'in Cincinnati next month.

“This agreement gives all of
our affiliates an opportunity to
engage in cooperative activities,”
said Albert Shanker, who has led
the AFT since 1974. “The no raid
agreement allows us to proceed
with a discussion of the specific
issues related to a merger.”

The two unions have been at
loggerheads for decades, spend-
ing money to fight one another.
Both Washington based unions
maintain buildings and duplicate
services, and outgoing NEA

President Keith Geiger said a
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merger would mean more money :
for professional develo '

Jo Neuburger, EPA board !
member-elect from Cherryvale,
Kan., said about half the mem-'
bers in her state favor a merger. «
The other half see philosophical .
differences between the AFT and ,
NEA, fear the unknown effects of *
a merger, or are reluctant ‘to
embrace what has been the.

“enemy.”

Others worry about the AFI"S

affiliation with the AFL-CIO and r
wonder whether a merged orf- 5
i

nization would be part of t

labor coalition, said Neuburger’:

who favors a merger.

The unions say a merger would
allow them to spend more money |
on professional development and :
improving education. Critics of
the merger say it-also would
them more money to ‘spen
political action.
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Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to fumnishing information to our read-
ers so that they can better promote and preserve their own free-
dom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when man
understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he pos-
sesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities

We believe that freedom 1s a gift from God and not a political
grant from government, and that men have the right to take moral
action to preserve their life and property for themselves and oth-
ers

Freedom i1s neither license nor anarchy. It is control and sover-
eignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent with the
coveting commandment

Wayland Thomas
Publisher

Larry D. Hollis
Managing Editor

Opinion

‘Byzantine system

-

stymies advances

Liability fears have curbed research and development of new
‘contraceptives

That's one conclusion of a new

“ Medicine study on contraceptive research and development.

“Despite urgent,

Institute of

unmet need for improved contraceptive

5 WGWPOMtB

.

Purging money from polltlcs

Campaign finance reform has gone down to
defeat in the US. Senate once again, and every
American with a shred of decency is supposed to be
crying salty tears over this turn of events. The vote
is a cruel blow to those who believe in the clean and
noble purpose of the doomed le ;,v-.latmn to “reduce
the role of money in national politics,” as The New
Republic’'s Michael Lind wrote approvingly.

It sounds like a fine idea..But why stop at reduc-
ing the role of money in politics? Why not pass a
law to reduce the role of money in religion? In real
estate? In art? In professional sports’ In ourtship?

Ah, you may say, but that would be impossible -
insisting that churches not worry about donations,
or that artists paint without regard to what connois-
seurs will buy, or.that men and women not consider
the financial assets or earning potential of prospec-
tive mates. But the same is true of purging money
from politics. Money is an indispensable element of
democracy and one that will find a way to infiltrate

.no matter how many laws are passed to keep it out.

The reason is that politics is about communicating
ideas, and communicating ideas requires cash.
Campaign finance reformiers claim we can restrict
political spending and contributions without infring-
ing on First Amendment rights, but it doesn’t take an
Oliver Wendell Holmes to see how wrong they are.

Imagine a law limiting newspapers’ subscrip-
tion prices, advertising rates, revenues, profits,
editorial expenditures and promotional outlays.
We would still have newspapers, but we wouldn't
have a free press. Yet apostles of reform fantasize
that similar controls on election campaigns pose
no impediment to the ongoing political debate the
First Amendment was meant to promote.

Last month, the Supreme Court furnished a
reminder of the elementary conflict between cam-

Stephen
Chapman

paign rc%;ulation and free speech when it struck
down a federal election commission ruling limit-
ing the funds political parties can spend to cele-
brate the alleged virtues of their candidates. That
decision echoed a 1976 opinion that said, “A
restriction on the amount of money a person or
group can spend on political communication dur-
ing a campaign necessarily reduces the quantity of
expression by restricting the number of issues dis-
cussed, the depth of their exploration and the size
of the audience reached. This is because virtually
every means of communicating ideas in today’s
mass society requires the expenditure of money.”

The biggest problem with money in political cam-
paigns is not that some candidates spend too much
but that some spend too little. The public didn’t suf-
fer when Steve Forbes lavished millions spréading
the gospel of the flat tax instead of buying up New
Jersey. In fact, the nation’s political debate is enriched.
The loss comes when other candidates lack the means
to publicize their views on the income tax - that it is
too low, that it is not progressive enough, or that it is
the moral equivalent of serial bank robbery.

The belief that big spenders can buy elections is
about as historically accurate as Disney’s

Pocahontas, Ask-ForbesThe non-partisan Com-
mittéé of the Study of tlie American Electorate
says in-a new report thas “the crucial financial
determinant of election outcome is not how ‘'much
the top spender invests in a campaign, but

. whether other serious candidates have sufficient

-

funds to get their message to the voters

Limiting expenditures doesn’t help here - it
hurts. What would do some good are measures to
aid the many candidates operating on a dime and
a prayer. One is public financing, which would
also free aspiring officeholders of the need to
spend long hours pleading with donors.

But in this respect, there is no sign that an exas-
perated electorate is clamoring ;E)r change. We
already have public financing for presidential
campaigns - paid by that voluntary checkoff on
your 1040 form. Only one of every five taxpayers
contributes, though, suggesting that most
Americans are not all that determined to purge
corruption from their political system.

Fortunately,.there are other ways to irrigate
parched campaigners. One long resisted by reform-
ers is to increase or abolish the $1,000 ceiling on
individual contributions, which was ridiculously
low when it was established in 1974 - what mem-
ber of Congress was ever bought for $1,100? - and
has lost two-thirds of its purchasing power since
then. Another is to enact a tax credit for small con-
tributions, a modest bribe for citizens to get
involved in the messy business of self-government.

Unlike the welter of restrictions favored by self-
styled reformers, changes like these would serve
as a megaphone, not a muzzle. They would also
avoid the strange spectacle of modern democracy
trying to’foster honest and effective government
by shutting people up.

options, societal, liability, regulatory, political and financial fac-

-~ tors have all but stalled research and development efforts,” Dr.

Allan Rosenfield, chairman of the panel, said as he released his
committee’s findings recently in Washington, D.C

The committee said new forms of contraception are feasible but

Yoday in history

By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, July 2, the

HILLARY'S ADVISORS

unlikely because of the high costs and risks. It recommended 184th d dy of 1996. There are 182

among other things adopting a new standard to shield develop- days left in the year. Swe

ers of contraceptives from unduly aggressive lawsuits over Today’s Highlight in History: priats
salleged side effects if the contraceptive had received Food and On July 2, 1776, the Continental !
* 'Drug Administration OK ‘ Congress passed a resolution say- avyaf
. Pharmaceutical companies already face a tougher approval ing that “these United Coloniés are, .
,process in the U.S. than in many other countries because of the and of right, ought to be, Free and ntv

"

* FDA’s Byzantine methods. That issue aside, giving companies
+ protection from lawsuits if their products have met FDA stan-
. dards in good faith would be a step in the right direction.

. In the past, the free market has produced so many break-
* throughs in medicine, m«ludm;, in family planning; today, the

Independent States.
On this.date:
In 1566, the French astrolnhc
physician and prophet Nostradamus
died in Salon, France.

threat of lawsuits hangs so heavily that many new advancements In H?ﬂ: l’rvsidontﬂ(%arﬁeld was
* never get to market ' shot by Charles ]. Guiteau at the
- =1t can take millions of dollars to guide any drug - contraceptive \yashlngf()n D.C. railroad station;
- or otherwise - through research, development, FDA approval and é:drhf'lg died the following
. finally to the store shelf. Often, companies give up on promising : lpu ;18‘;(:‘ . T
* treatments because they don’t want to face the FDA’s maze as an , Longress passed the
Sherman Antitrust Act.

well as potentially frivolous lawsuits.
I'hat may well be one reason behind the continuing crush of
unintended pregnancies. In his report, Rosenfield cited statistics
¢ showing an inordinate amount of U.S. pregnancies each year are
- unplanned
Today’s climate of sue first, ask later plays a role in that equa-
* tion. Companies would invest in new contraception research if
the market and price were right. Right now, only the market is
there
In fact, the committee called for more research into those kinds
-of products. It also suggested companies look into developing
*once-a-month treatments for women and gene therapy, which
would not have the hormonal side

In 1926, the United States Army
Air Corps was created.

In 1937, aviator Amelia Earhart
and navigator Fred Noonan disap-
peared over the Pacific Ocean
while attempting to make the first
round-the-world flight at the equa-
tor.

methods have

Will these treatments ever make
Doubtful,
weight than market demand

effects that many current

it to your doctor’s office?
as long as i1 bureaucracy and lawsuits carry more
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Your representatives

State Rep. Warren Chisum
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his nation needs good parenting

It’s probably. a good thing that the federal
courts have quashed - at least temporarily — the

 law which allegedly would prevent indecent

material from being transmitted over the Internet
to minors.

Laws ought to be specific, and that one is delib-
erately vague. You can say, “Don’t transmit-nudi-
ty,” and at least people know that means naked
people. You can say, “Don’t transmit profanity,”
and people know that means cuss words

But to say don’t transmit “indecent” material is
too vague. What does that mean? Vagueness may
be all right during courtship, but it should always
be barred by the courts when it shows up in a
sloppily written law

[o me, Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) and

everyone. The Internet is not comparable to
television. Just a few corporations control tele-
vision and all its transmissions. The Internet,
however, is a network of a million or more
individual computers. Television operates
over the public airwaves. The Internet runs on

D.C.: The faiied socialist

T'he District of Columbia is currently suffering
from EPS.

That's Extended Pothole Season. Hundreds of
holes that were gouged in the (apltal city’s road-
ways by last winter’s storms are still with us and
will be here for the tourists who show up for the
Fourth of July fireworks extravaganza.

Some are so huge that they could be filled with
water and converied to catfish fargps. Residents have
been tossing in mulch and bricks and stones and
mattresses to lessen the dropoffs and [:'rhaps even
coins and keepsakes to appease the hu gods

I'he \ubur{‘»s caught up with pothur- repairs
many weeks ago. But the District is dlff(-rcnt It
has many, many problems, the chief of which is its
mayor, an ex-con named Marion Bar?' A year
ago, le promised a “72-hour turnaround” for pot-
hole repairs. You report ‘em Mnndav, they’re fixed
by Thursday

What a typical, sad, monstrous joke

In Washington, D.C., the police department has
only enough money to keep a third of its fleet on
the streets. You don’t get a voice recording when
you phone the police, but it's almost as bad.
Recently, a woman spotted her previously stolen
car hear her house, uhvd the cops, waited a couple
of hours, called the cops again, then stood help-
lessly by while two teenage thugs walked up and
stole her car again. The police never did show up.

In Washington, [).C., the school system is a dis-
aster — except for the 'school board, the members
of which are the highest paid such officials in the

Charley Reese

private telephone lines people pay to use.

It is much more analogous to the telephone.
How could the government prosecute people for
cussing on the telephone? Only by tapping every-
body’s telephones.

In this age, you really can’t prevent exposure to
degadence. It’s like dust. It's everywhere. The best
thing to do is to teach your children to recognize
it — and reject it.

There’s nothing magic about decadence. It's
ancient. The kids most susceptible to it are empty

distrust the government and to suspect its
motives. It's hard for me to believe politicians
who have wrecked the economy, refused-to con-
trol immigration, neglected the public school sys-
tem, mflated the currency, dumped trillions of
debt on our posterity and ruined the criminal jus-

Joseph
Spear

country. Books are in short supply. There is no
money for substitute teachers. The toilets are
backed up so badly in some schools that the stu-
dents cah’t use them

.In Washington, D.C ., corpses rot at the city
morgue because the refrigerators and crematori-
ums are in a state of disrepair. Traffic lights go on
the blink because the District hasn’t paid its electric
bills. Fire companies are being shut down; court-
rooms are so filthy that the judges bave had to doff
their robes and scrub; the water treatment plant is
so inadequate that the city sometimes advises citi-
zens to boil the water before drinking it

And how does Mayor Barry respond to the cri-
sis? -

He.blames the U.S. Congress because, he says,
the annual $650 million federal subsidy to the city
is inadequate.

He blanies the “District bashers” who are always
being quoted-by the media. “Negative-based pub-

tice system really give two hoots about anyone’s
children.

But we do know that President Bill Clinton and
his FBI Director Louis ]J. Freeh view the Bill of
Rights a just a nuisance to be gotten around.
Clinton has said so explicitly, and Freeh lobbied
hard to force manufacturers to install chips that
would allow the government to spy on everybody.

The Internet is a means of communication
between- individuals, unlike broadcast, and I
would not like to see the government filter the
communication. It also requires a still not incon-
siderable investment in equipment and'some
level of computer literacy to access it. Unlike tele-
vision no four-year-old is going to boot up the
computer and surf the Net while mommy is int the

Washington Address: 1535 Longworth House Office Rep. Charlie Schumer (D-N.Y.), just to cite two vessels and that’s the fault of their parents. A child laundry room.
Building, Washington, D.C; 20515 examples, are indecent. Yet I'm sure the govern-- with loving parents and a good foundation of Some Conservatives, who get all heated up
Washington Phone: (202) 225-3706 ment didn’t mean Schumer and Kennedy can’t moral training has nothing to fear from oddball about big nanny’ government when it comes to
U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison have their home pages on the Internet, though I'd  creeps in cybetspace. things like welfare and the taxes to pay for it, nev-
Washington Address: 283 Russell Senate Office Building, whip any kid of mind who tuned in those charac- There are, moreover, several software programs ertheless want “big nanny” government to steril-
Washington, D.C. 20510 ) ters that will screen access to the Internet sites. Parents ize their children’s environment.
Washington ’hone: (202) 224-5922 The other problem is enforcement. The only with computer literate moppets can buy and  That's the parents’ job. Our children belong to us,
U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm way the government could enforce that law install one of them. Patriotic old sons like me hate not the government, and it is up to us to protect
Washington Address: 370 Russell Senate Office Building, would be to invade the privacy of practically to say it, but the truth is, these days it is wise to ‘them. If thy computer offend shee, chuck it out. We

can best protect our children by teaching them sound
morals and helping them develop faith in God.

Nearly all children, with a few exceptions, who
become victims are first victimized by their par-
ents, usually by denying them the time, instruc-
tion and affection they need.

experiment

licity,” he said last ]anuary, “has cost D.C. more
jobs and destroyed more economic development
possibilities than any other single force.”

He blames the financial control board that
Congress set ur last year to get the District back
on sound fiscal footing. They are “pharaohs,” he
recently said; they should “let our people go.” He
also likened them to Nazis because they demand-
ed that he fire an allegedly incompetent aide who
ran human services. Barry’s minister and person-
al friend, the Rev. Willie Wilson, described the
control board chairman, former. Federal Reserve
member Andrew Brimmer,  as a “handkerchief
head” and a “foolish Negro.” Wilson also charac-
terized Newt Gingrich and two congressmen who
oversee District affairs as “Ku, Klux and Klan.”

Does D.C. have a revenue problem? Well, -the
District has a higher per capita income ($31,136) than
any state in the union. It has the highest corporate
and individual income taxes and the highest proper-
ty taxes in America. It has the highest revenue per
capita ($8,958) than any state except Alaska:

Is it an ex nditure problem? Well, D.C. does
have more than $40,000 employees to service a
city of 580, 0()() That’s 10,000 more than Chicago,
20,000 more than Baltimore. It’s also 20,000 more
than when Marion Barry first took office in 1979.

Marion Barry likes a large city work force. It
gives him a power base, an audience for his dema-
gogic tirades. Perhaps it is time to officially declare
the District a failed socialist experiment and intro-
duce Marion Barry to the free market system.
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Megan David

Pampa girl attends Camp
Sweeney in North Texas

GAINESVILLE - Megan David
of Pampa is one of 550 campers
ages 6 to 18 enjoying Camp
Sweeney - a safe, active and edu-
cational environment for kids
with diabetes located eight miles
east of Gainesville.

Camp Sweeney’s eighty mem-
ber staff affords around-the-
clock medical attention as well
as training in such vital needs
as blood sugar monitoring and
insulin injections. In this moni-
tored setting on 340 wooded
acres, children feel free to enjoK
the camp’s activities: horsebac
riding, soccer, crafts, swimming
and canoeing on Lake Dealey.
Campers learn about exercise
and nutrition, and perhaps
most importantly, meet other
children léarmning to cope with
diabetes.

“Before I came to Camp
Sweeney,” "a veteran teenage
camper says, “I was scared to be
away from home. | thought I
might have a reaction, and I did-
n‘t want anyone to know I had

diabetes. 1 was afraid that my

friends wouldn’t like me any-
more. But now, Camp Sweeney
has taught me how to take care of
myself, and I feel more indepen-
dent.”

Summer camps often turn
away children with diabetes
because of medical and dietary
needs, but only children with
diabetes are allowed attend

Camp Sweeney. Founded in 1950.

by endocrinologist Dr. J. Shirley
Sweeney, the summer camp
ge roves to youngsters that dia-

tes is manageable, and that by
taking responsibility for their
health, they can enjoy-a full and
active life.

Camp' Sweeney is funded by
donations from individuals,
foundations and the United Way.
About 95 percent of campers,
receive scholarship .aid to defray
camp costs. Camp Sweeney is
operated by the Southwestern
Diabetic Foundation, Inc. P.O.
Box 918, Gainesville, TX 76241,
(817) 665-9502.

Washington man held on bond
in 19-year-old murder of his wife

LAWTON, Okla. (AP) - A
Washington man faces a prelimi-
nary hearing Aug. 1 after being
ordered held on $500,000 bond in
connection with the death of his
wife 19 years ago.

Edwin Kahoalii Aiu, 65, was
arraigned Monday in Comanche
County district court on a charge
of first-degree murder. The for-
mer Lawton resident is accused
of killin Rubxlove Willcox Aiu,
53, and ing her in the back-
yard of th ome they shared.

Aiu sold the house  in
September 1977, around the
same time his wife, then 53, was
last seen alive, authorities said.

Aiu later remarried without
divorcing or declaring Aiu dead.
A police report filed in 1994 said
Aiu lived with a third woman in
Hawaii for six years beginning in
1983.

The apparent remains of Aiu
were unearthed last week from
the backyard of a Lawton house
the Aius once owned.
Investigators sent the skeleton to
the state medical examiner’s
office for positive identification.

The investigation of Aiu’s disap-
pearance began about two years

ago when her brother Charles

Willcox of Memphis, Tenr), went
to Lawton in search of his sister.

Willcox said he hadn’t heard
from his sister since 1974. He
said he wanted to find her after
earlier attempts by other rela-
tives failed.

Willcox and another brother,
Puett Willcox, were on hand
when police unearthed their sis-
ter’s remains. The family plans to
bury Aiu’s remains in_a family
plot in Big Spring, Texas.

Aiu was arrested at his home in
Vancouver, Wash., less than two
days later and waived extradi-
tion to Lawton the followin eg day.

Aiu was represent
Monday’s hearing b Lawton
attorney Al Hoch, who argued
unsuccessfully \for a bend of
$25,000 to $30,000 because of his
client’s ill health and the fact that
he waived extradition.

Aiu suffers from both severe
high blood J:oressune and recentl
had a mild heart attack, Hoc
told Special District Judge David
Lewis.

Assistant District Attorney
Rande Worthen argued that bond
should be denied because of
Aiu’s lack of ties to the Lawton
community.
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FREE

Delivery
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Leg Table With Turned
Legs And Convenient
Drawer. Solid Windsor
Back Chairs.
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First airport court for illegal
aliens opens in Florida

MIAMI (AP) -
Undocumented aliens flying into
Miami International Airport will
now appear before a judge right
in the airport as part of a pro-
gram aimed at speeding up asy-
lum propceedings

Immigrant rights groups say
the country’s first airport court,
which opened Monday, could
hurt legitimate asylum seekers.

A spokesman for the
Ifmigration and Naturalization
Service defended the court, say-
ing it should cut a growing back-
log of detained immigrants and
reduce the lag time in deporta-
tions

“By setting up a separate court,
it allows people full due process
but allows for a speedier judicial
process,” said Russ Bergeron.

He said non-Mexicans waited
in detention an average of 48
days before trial, while Mexicans
tend to be deported more quickly
because they are classified-as eco-
nomic refugees.

In the new system, immigrants
with fake or no documentation
papers will be taken to the
Airport Immigration Court for a
trial date within one or two days
of their arrival.

Immigrants requesting asylum,
Cuban nationals and other aliens
with complex cases will continue
to be taken to Miami’s Krome
Detention Center to await trial,
he said.

Asgen resident proud winner
ting contest

SAN JOSE Calif. (AP) — It
was the best of lines, it was the
worst of lines. Make that the best
of the worst of lines.

Janice Estey’s wretched writing
made her this year’s grand-prize
winner of the Bulwer-Lytton
Fiction Contest, a noted - OK,

NASA hopes to

notorious - celebration of putrid
prose.

“I've heard about it for years
and I've writtenr badly for years,
so | figure it was just destiny,”
Estey said Monday.

The contest, sponsored by San
Jose State University, asks for the
worst possible opening sentence
to an imaginary novel. Up to
10,000 people worldwide enter,
hoping to win a cheap word
processor if not literary fame.

Estey, of Aspen, Colo., actually
signed her name to this winning
entry:

“Ace, watch your head!”
hissed Wanda urgently, yet some-
how provocatively, through red,
full, sensuous lips, but he,could-
n’t, you know, since nobody can
actually watch more than part of
his nose or a little cheek or lips if
he really tries, but he appreciated
her warning.”

Margaux H
dead in apartment
SANTA MONICA, Calif. (AP)
Margaux Hemingway, the
model-turned-actress and trou-
bled granddaughter of Ernest
Hemingway, was found dead in
her seaside apartment.

The death did not appear to be
a suicide and there was no sign of
forced entry or foul play, police
said.

“At this point we’re not sure
what happened to her,” coroner’s
spokesman Fred Corral said. An
autopsy was expected tonight or
Wednesday.

The 41-year-old Hemingway,
who moved into the second-floor
apartment a few weeks ago, had
not been seen by friends or
neighbors since Saturday. A
friend, concerned that
Hemingway hadn’t returned her
phone calls, climbed a ladder to
peek through the window and
saw the body on a bed.

reinvent space

ay found

travel with experimental rocket

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)

NASA considers this one giant

and crucial - leap for America’s
space program.

For the first time in almost a
quarter-century, NASA is unveiling
the design for a new rocketship, a
test vehicle called the X-33 that is
expected to lead to a space shuttle
replacement and help put more
people in space for less money.

“We’'re opening the space fron-
tier,” said Gary\Payton, director
of NASA’s reusable launch vehi-
cle program.

Instead of spending $10,000 to
launch a pound of payload into
orbit as is now the practice,
Payton asks, why not $1,000 or
less? Instead of sending a few
dozen people into space every
year, why not a few hundred?

Vice President Al Gore was to
announce the winning design
this afternoon in California,
home to the three acrospace com-
panies competing for the coveted
X-33 project.

And the nominees are:

Rockwell International Corp.
and its shuttle look-alike,
Lockheed Martin Corp. and its
futuristic wedge-shaped ship,
and McDonnell Douglas Corp
and its vertical launcher and lan-
der

“All three of these teams have
really done some impmsswo stuff
the past 15 months,” Payton said.

“So whoever ends up winning,
we’re going to be throwing away
a lot of really good talent from
the other two. The ideal plan
would be to continue with more
than one, but the budget just
doesn’t let us do that.”

The winning company will
receive some $900 milion from
NASA to develop the experimen-
tal X-33 and conduct a dc "en or
so unmanned, suborbital test
flights in 1999. Then it will be up
to the company and investors to
determine whether it's economi-
cally feasible to proceed with a
twice-as-large, operational RLV,
or reusable launch vehicle.

The companies estimate it will
cost between $4 billion and $8 bil-
lion to develop and build an RLV
system.

Shuttle builder Rockwell said it
believes it has a competitive edge
with its familiar looking design.

“The market would be more
comfortable if the vehicle looked
like something that had a track
record,” said Charles Scottoline,
Rockwell’s reusable launch vehi-
cle program director. “If you
were going to invest your 401(k)
money in a new commercial air-
plane, you might be willing to
rut itin a 777 instead of one that
ooked entirely different.”

Unlike the shuttle, the RLV
would be completely reusable,
with no throwaway parts. It also
would feature more efficient
engines, lighter fuel tanks and
more durable thermal insulation,
all time and cost savers.

NASA plans to be a major user
of this next generation rocket-
ship, with the future internation-
al space station its prime destina-
tion. Capable of flying with or
without crews 40 to times a
year, the RLV would become
operational around 2006 or 2007
- just in time to start phasing out
the space shuttle.
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(Special photo)

Members of the 1996 Pikes Peak Rangerettes team are, from left, Sarah Riddell, Amanda Gibbs, Katie Jones, Melissa

Tyma, Jessica Connolly, Jody Campbell, Dawn Cheney
(president), Kim Belger (secretary), Rickelle Smyth, Nicole

Cassle Reld, Missy Weltz and Lisa Jones.

Pikes Peaks Rangerettes to be at Top O’ Texas Rodeo

The Pikes Peak Rangerettes, official hostesses
for the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame in Colorado

Springs, Colo., will be making another retumn

agement to appear at the 50th anniversary
of the Top O Texas Rodeo this year.

The Rangerettes were first organized to
promote the Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo held
each August in Colorado Springs. Team
work, dedication and excellent riding skills
are what make the Pikes Peak Rangerettes the
precision drill team they are today.

After many years the organization grew
and the Rangerettes received more requests

for appearances. In 1982 they became the offi-
cial hostesses for the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame.
Through their work at the Hall, they have
had the opporfunity to meet people from all
over the world and to be in touch with rodeo
past and present.

To become a member of the team, each
prospective rider must specific standards.
Consideration is given to character, morals,
the desire to participate in precision riding,
horsemanship and involvement in school
activities.

All members of the team must be between

easurgr), Tara Vorhes (vice presldent). Christy Spuriock
e Flelds, Kristy Weltz, Meaghann Connolly, Crystal Ballard,

the ages of 12 and 20, and they must own
their own horse. There is no discrimination as
to the type or breed of the horse.
Because the safety of the drill and the safe-
r{l of the riders depend on exact timing and
ythm, a horse or rider that is not steady at

.all times can cause a serious accident.
Consequently, the Rangerettes must attend

weekly practices at their home arena, the Kit
Carson Riding Club.

All of the members take responsibility for
the care,.training and transportation of their
horses.

Poll: Half of all Texans struggle with debt

By DEBORAH WILKINS
Harte-Hanks Texas Poll Media Syndicate
© 1996 Harte-Hanks Communications

Nearly half of Texans are having difficulty
Eiaying their monthly bills, according to a

arte-Hanks Texas Poll. Younger Texans,
minorities and those with less education are
having the most trouble.

Overall, 48 percent of Texans find it very
difficult or somewhat difficult to meet
monthly payments compared with 51 ci)ercent
who say it’s not very difficult or not difficult
atall.

Texans’ problems with monthly bills could
be due to easy access to credit cards and
spending on extravagances rather than
inability to pay for life’s necessities, said
Bernard Weinstein, director of the Center for
Economic Development and Research at the
University of North Texas and professor of
applied economics.

But the numbers also could reflect that job
growth in Texas has not translated into real
income growth for many Texans, Weinstein
said.

“The per capita income in Dallas is
among the highest, but that’s not true
throughout the entire state. Maybe what
the Harte-Hanks poll is showing’is that
while the Texas economy is in good shape,
thé benefits are not evenly spread geo-
graphically or across all economic statuses.
You’ve heard a lot of the growing gap
between the rich and the poor, the haves
and have-nots. This also could be happen-
ing in Texas.”

wenty-one percent of those making
$60,000 or more found it difficult to make
monthly payments compared with 76 percent
who earn less than $10,000. Other income
groups surveyed include: $50,000 to $60,000,
43 percent; $40,000 to $50,000, 41 percent;

$30,000 to $40,000, 47 percent; and $20,000 to
$30,000, 55 percent.

Weinstein also felt poll results could reflect
hardships or more pessimistic attitudes by
farmers, ranchers and related businesses in
West and South Texas, where the drought is

ially damaging.
|xty ercent of West Texans find it difficult
to make monthly payments compared with
42 percent in North Texas. Other regions and

percentages include: 55 nt of South
Texans; 50 percent of East Texans; 49 percent
of Central Texans; and 45 percent of Texans

Ring in the Gulf.

Younger Texans, minorities and those with
less education have the most difficult. time
paging their bills.

or example, 67 percent of Texans with
ninth, tenth or eleventh grade -educations
have difficulty paying monthly bills, com-
eamd with 36 percent of coll aduates.
ounger Texans have more di cu ty paying
their monthly bills than any other age grou
- 55 percent of 18- to 29-year-olds, whic
compares with 35 percent of 60- to 94-year-
olds.

In an ethnic breakdown, Hispanics have
the most difficulty covenni monthly bills -
64 percent compared with 61 percent of
blacks and 42 percent of Anglos.

David Melton, president of Consumer
Credit Counseling Service of South Texas,
said monthly bill problems are often nelatedr
to overcharging credit cards.

One of the best things families can do to
work themselves out of credit card debt is to
aggressively attack their balances, Melton
stated. He advises debts with the highest
interest rate or debts with the smallest bal-
ance be payed first. He calls this “power pay-
ing.” The next thing to consider after trim-
mn:F debt is cutting -the number of credit
car

“I've seen people in the (Rio Grande)
Valley near the poverty level that have six or
seven credit cards,” Melton said. “The solici-
tation machine is out there. If you have
decent credit, no marks against you, or
another credit card - no matter how you got
it — then you're going to be solicited.”

Melton said another reason families so eas-
ily build up debt and get in trouble with
monthly payments is their optimism about
the economy or job security. “When there is a

general feeling of confidence about the econ-

omy, people are more willing to mortgage

future income for present benefit,” he said.
In fact, the Harte-Hanks Texas Poll found

that fewer Texans worried about maintaiping

their standard of living during the next 12

months than were worried four years ago in
the winter of 1992

Thirty-six percent are worried or somewhat
worried compared with 45 percent in 1992;
and 63 percent are not very worried or not
worried at all, compared with 54 percent in
1992.

The number of Texans concemed about job
security remains about the same as four years
ago. Twenty-five percent are anxious about
either themselves or their sEouse losing their
job within the next 12 months with 68 percent
not worried. In 1992, 26 percent were worried
about job loss and 52 percent were not,

The poll-also measured support for'a mini-

_mum wage increase, with 80 J)ercent favoring
/an increase ‘compared with

5 percent in the
summer of 1988.

The poll was conducted June 3-13 for
Harte-Hanks Communications Inc, by the
Office of Survey Research of the Universit
Texas. About 1,000 adults were surveyedy

telephone in: a systematic random sample :

Margin of error |nJ>lus or minus. three per-
centage ‘points a

_groups.

Auto safety organizations want GM C- K pickup truck deal scuttled

slightly larger for sub- .

WASHINGTON (AP) - General
Motors Corp. has not kept its
word on a deal to spend $51 mil-
lion over five years on auto safety
and research programs, two auto-
safety groups claim. _

However, officials at the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, which oversees
the agreement, said Monday
they were pleased with the
progress, despite GM officials

admissions that spending is,

behind schedule.

The auto-safety groups, Public
Citizen and the Center for Auto

Safety, want Attorney General
Janet Reno to scuttle the deal
with GM and renew the govern-
ment’s investigation of alleged
defects in GM’s C-K model pick-
up trucks. The groups say GM is
behind on spending money on
safety programs.

GM agreed to the safety-pro-
?am plan in 1994 in éxchange
or the government dropping its
investigation and a O(Fro posed
recall of the C-K model trucks
built between 1973 and 1987. The
agreement covers giving child-
safety seats to low-income fami-
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lies, public safety education and
fire safety research, among other
projects.

Critics claimed the truck’s gas
tanks weré susceptible to fire in
side-impact crashes because the
tanks are mounted outside the
protection of the frame.

GM officials said they had

hoped to commit or spend $14
million in the first year of the

five-year agreement but instead
had spent $10.8 million.
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