AREA:
DAR to honor seven
area students, Page 7

GOOD EVENING
Tuesday, February 20, 1996

SPORTS:

Cowboys’ Sanders to put
baseball on hold, Page 9

VOL: 88 NO: 273

Pampa, Texas

50¢ DAILY/SUNDAY $1

Low tonight in mid 40s,
high tomorrow in mid
80s. See PPage 2 for
weather details.

PAMPA —

The Greater
Pampa Area Chamber of
Commerce will honor the
1995 Citizen of the Year at its
Annual Banquet on Thursday.

Ben Burton, humorist from
Hot Springs, Ark., will be the
guest speaker for the ban-
quet, scheduled tor 7 p.m. at
the M.K. Brown Memorial
Auditorium.

Tickets for the banquet are
$12.50 and may be purchased
at the Chamber office, 200 N.
Ballard, or by calling 669-
3241. Reservations must be
made by 9 a.m. Wednesday.

Burton is one of only
approximately 200 speakers
ever to be awarded the
Certified Speaking Profes-
sional (CSP) designation by

the National Speakers
Association.
Born and reared near

Magnolia, Ark., where he is a
graduate of Magnolia High
School, Burton i1s a former
high school and college foot-
ball star.

He has spoken in 31 states
and hopes eventually to
reach all 50. He now speaks
approximately 80 times a
year.

PAMPA — Tanita Olson,
1129 N. Starkweather, filed
today for the Ward 2 city
commission position.

Olson, a member of the
cable advisory board, will
face incumbent commission-
er Jeff Andrews, who filed for
re-election Monday.

She volunteers at Red
Cross, Tralee Crisis Center
and the National Guard
Family Support Group.

Olson named Lynda Kay
Duncan as her campaign
treasurer

Andrews, an accountant,
named |]. David Fatheree as
his campaign treasurer

PAMPA Incumbent
school trustee Pat Kennedy
filed today for re-election,
said school election coordina-
tor Jack Bailey

Kennedy, who lists her
occupation as housewife, is
currently serving her first
term as school board mem-
ber

She has not yet designated
a campaign treasure, Bailey

said.
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LUBBOCK (AD)
faced officials say a computer
error led to a $1.3 million
Medicare reimbursement
one that was more than 700
times too big

Connie Nutt, administrator
for Hospice Family Care Inc,,
sent the money back after
receiving the overpayment
last week

Her agency had billed
Medicare only $1,834 .81 for a
patient’s care

“They sent me a million
dollar check without blink

ing,” she said. “But 1 guess
that’s the government.”

Classified ... ....... 10
Comics . ............ 8
Editonial .. ... ... .. .. 4
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Supreme Court
agrees to decide
cable TV issue

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
Supreme Court today agreed to
decide whether Congress can
require cable television systems
to carry local broadcast signals —
a provision intended to protect
small stations from extinction.

The court said it will hear
cable companies” argument that
the 1992 “must carry” law vio-
lates their constitutionally pro-
tected free-speech rights.

IThe Clinton administration
says the law is needed to save
many broadcasters from being
driven out of business.

The court refused to second-
guess federal limits on cable tele-
vision rates, which have saved
customers several billion dollars
since 1993.

IThe court, without comment,
turned away Time Warner
Entertainment Co.’s -argument
that a 17 percent rate cut
imposed by government regula-
tors threatens cable TV compa-
nies” free-speech rights.

In other cases, the court:

— Turned away a “right to
die” dispute over a permanently
incapacitated  Michigan man
whose wife says he would want
to end all life-sustaining medical
treatment

Let a Long Island, N.Y,
community award garbage-
hauling contracts only to those
companies that agree to dispose
of the trash at a government-
designated facility.

— Agreed to use a California
case to clarify when the govern-
ment can deport some immi-
grants who entered the country
through traud. The justices said
they will hear the Clinton
administration’s appeal of a rul-
ing it said made it harder for the
government to deport such peo-
ple.

et Colorado keep a monu-
ment engraved with the Ten
Commandments in a public
park near the state Capitol.

In the cable TV case, Turner
Broadcasting System and other
cable companies said the must-
carry law improperly gives

broadcasters “a unique, favored
position” among those compet-
ing for cable channels.

The must-carry provision
requires cable operators to set
aside part of their channel capac-
ity for commercial and public
broadcast TV stations.

The telecommunications bill
signed by President Clinton earli-
er this month extends that provi-
sion to telephone companies that
provide cable television services.

More than 60 percent of
American households subscribe
to cable television. New cable net-
works are being created so rapid-
ly that there is heavy competition
for space on cable systems.

Congress enacted the must-
carry requirement  because
smaller, independent broadcast-
ers not affiliated with a network
feared cable companies would
drop them without such a rule.
They then could lose advertising
and face going out of business.

A three-judge federal court
upheld the law in 1993, but the
Supreme Court last year ordered
further study. The high court
said cable TV operators have
greater free-speech rights than
broadcasters, but not as much
protection as the print media.

The court said the law could
be upheld only if it did not “bur-
den substantially more speech
than is necessary to further the
government’s legitimate inter-
ests” of preserving broadcasters’
access to cable systems.

The lower court upheld the
must-carry provision again last
December by a 2-1 vote.

All but about 50 of the nation’s
11,000 cable TV companies are
monopolies. Congress in 1992
ordered the Federal
Communications Commission
to enact regulations to ensure
reasonable cable TV rates.

The commission ordered a 17
percent rate cut and limited
future rate increases. It also let
cable companies opt for another
formula that allows them to
charge their cost of providing TV
service plus 11.25 percent.

4-H sewing project

(Pampa News photo by Darlene Holmes)
Rolanda Bowman, left, and Judy Sutton, right, adult leaders with the Gray County 4-H pro-
gram, supervises 4-H sewing project members Christine Bowman, 9, of Pampa and
Savanah Smith, 9, of Lefors as they stuff denim bags they made this past Saturday at the
4-H Fashion Olympics. The bags are to be stuffed with hygiene care products, combs,
toothpaste, toothbrushes and shampoo and then donated to the Tralee Crisis Center.

Bus Stop

Professor Lyman (Monty Montgomery) stares agog as
Cherie (Amy Brendle) belts out a torch song for locals and
bus passengers stuck in a small cafe in Kansas in the
ACT | production of Bus Stop. The story mainly revolves
around a brash cowboy and the nightclub singer, Cherie,
he has kidnapped and plans to marry. The show runs
Friday and Saturday nights at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at
2:30 p.m. Tickets are available by calling 665-3710.

[y

(Pampa News photo by Chip Chandler)

PEDC survey will help sell Pampa
area to businesses, coordinator says

By CHIP CHANDLER
Staff Writer

Residents who respond to a
recently mailed survey will help
sell the Pampa area to businesses
and industries, according to sur-

vey coordinator Dr.  Suresh
Gopalan.
“The Pampa Economic

Development Corporation is try-
ing to obtain a profile of the coun-
ty in the interest of what is the
average age, what percentage ...
would like to be trained for new
jobs and who would be willing to
relocate,” Gopalan said.

Also of interest to PEDC,
Gopalan said, is how many peo-
ple who have left the area would
be willing to return for a new job

Some 8,500 to 9,000 skills
assessment surveys were recently
mailed out to Gray County resi-
dents. '

As of

Monday afternoon,

approximately 400  responses
have been received by Gopalan, a
number that needs to be raised to
secure an accurate survey of the
area, he said.

“The more responses we get the
more statistically accurate the
information is,” PEDC Executive
Director Jack Ippel said.

Though a deadline of Feb. 22 is
listed on the survey, that date is
flexible, Gopalan indicated.

The skills survey, expected to
be completed mid-March, will
show businesses and industry
considering a move to Pampa
what skills, qualifications and
education exist in the local labor
pool, he said.

Residents 16 and over are eligi-
ble to respond to the survey,
whether they now have a job,
want a job now, want a job in the
future or are a student or retired
and looking for work.

In addition to the residents’

skills survey, Gopalan has also
mailed a wage/salary survey to
about 50 of the county's largest
employers.

That survey  would
potentially relocating businesses
what wages, salaries and benefits
residents currently receive.

Of the nearly 50 companies to
receive a survey, about 30 had
responded as  of  Monday,
Gopalan said

The surveved companies were
listed as major emplovers by the
Pampa Area Chamber ot Com
merce and the PEIX

Results of the wage/salary sur
vey should be complete by early
Aprll.

PEDC decided to pursue the
surveys last vear. Gopalan is a
professor at West A &M
University and does similar sur
veys through his school’s man
agement and marketing depart
ment.

show

[evas

Tornado aid workshop set for Saturday

Residents still seeking aid to
recover from the June 8 tornado
may apply for assistance Friday
from Panhandle Regional Plan-
ning Commission.

Applications will be taken from
9 am. to 5 pm. in the Green
Room of M.K. Brown Memorial
Auditorium.

In October, the Texas Depart
ment of Housing and Com-muni
ty Affairs awarded the city
approximately $183,000 to distrib
ute for repairs of as many storm-
damaged homes as possible.

Given the limited amount of
grant funding, the city will have
to prioritize the use of these
funds, according to a PRPC press
release. To do so, the city will tar-
get homes that were uninsured or
underinsured at the time of the
disaster. Beyond that, the city will
evaluate assistance requests

based upon the income, age and
physical limitations of the home-
owner or displaced renter making
the request.

The city developed a set of
selected criteria approximately six
weeks ago. As administrators,
PRPC will hold the applications
up against those criteria and pri-
oritize them, PRPC spokesman
John Kiehl said. The Pampa City
Commission will make the final
evaluations, he added

[ etters were sent to residents
PRPC had identified as needing
aid. In those letters, Kiehl said,
residents were told if they weren't
able to attend the workshop,
PRPC could come to their homes
directly to get the information.
Those residents who cannot
attend should contact Communi-
ty Services Director Bill
Hildebrant or the PRPC, however,

to make accomodations

In addition to the reliet work
shop, representatives trom the LS
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, the Rural Fconomi
and  Community  Development
program and several local lending
istitutions will be on hand to visit
one-on-one with
dents about the housing programs
they oversee

interested  res

Manv  people,  the release
asserts, have the impression that
housing  programs are onh
intended tor the very low mcome

“The general session [will] try
to make the pubhc more aware ot
various housing program Kichl
\\Id

The housing program work

shop is open to the general public
and runs from | to S pm
For more imtormation, contact

Hildebrant at 669-53750

Shamrock woman charged with manslaughter

SHAMROCK - A 22-year-old
Shamrock woman remains 1n
Wheeler County jail in lieu of
bond today accused of man
slaughter in the death of 32-year
old Wesley Welch

Robbyn Griffin, 22, 304 S
Oklahoma, Shamrock, was
arrested Monday. Her bond was
set at $35,000 by Wheeler County
Justice of the Peace Guy Hardin

Welch, who lived in the 200
block of Texas Street In
Shamrock, died as a result of
injuries sustained when was
thrown from a 1991 Ford Topaz

on Magic City Road in rural
Wheeler County on March 8

Welch was air-flighted from
Shamrock General Hospital to
Northwest Texas Hospital in
Amarillo, where he died Feb. 11
after being removed trom lite
support systems

Griffin 1s the owner of the car

from which Welch was thrown
when he sustained the fatal
injuries

Welch sustained massive head
injuries, including large skull
fractures, subdural and epidural
hematomas, according to I

Sparks Veasey, torensic patholo
grist of 1 ubbock

‘ ruled out anv other
Welch's iquries atter

Veasey

source of

the autopsy, said Yt [hstrict
Attorney John Mann
Dan Tuna, 32, 206 S Man,

Shamrock, stands charged with
aggravated assault on Welch in
u.ummhun with an madent two
davs betore Welch's tatal inmjurnies.,
[ una 1s accused of beating
Welch at his home on Feb. 6, said
Deputy Rick Walden of the
Wheeler County Sheriff’s Office
[ una is tree on $15,000 bond.

Subscribe to The Pampa News!! Come by the office at 403 W. Atchison or call 669-2525 for information
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Police report

DAUGHERTY, Billy Jack — 10 a.m., Baker
Heights Church of Christ, Abilene.
Graveside services, 2 p.m., Aspermont
Cemetery, Aspermont.

SIERMAN, Johnny Marion (John Boy) —
Graveside services, 2 p.m,, Memorial
Heights Cemetery, Lefors.

Obituaries

BILLY JACK DAUGHERTY

ABILENE - Billy Jack Daugherty, 57, died
Sunday, Feb. 18, 1996. Services will be at 10 a.m.
Wednesday in the Baker Heights Church of Christ
with Jimmy Jividen, Bob Burgoon, Bob hildress
and Randy Daugherty officiating. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m. in the Aspermont Cemetery
at Aspermont. Burial will be under the direction
of Elliott-Hamil Funeral Home.

Mr. Daugherty was born at Stamford. He was a
Peacock High School graduate. He married
Barbara Snow in 1959 at Aspermont. He received
bachelor’s \nd master’s degrees from Abilene
Christian College and completed 72 hours
toward his doctorate.

He taught school for 12 years and served as
superintendent for 18 years. He had worked at
Guthrie, Miami, Eula, Terrell, Blanket and
Sheffield. He was a member of the Oldham Lane
Church of Christ.

Survivors include his wife, Barbara; a daugh-
ter, Carla Henson of Abilene; a son, Randy
Daugherty of Corsicana; a sister, Margie Ann Fite
of Tyler; and three grandchildren.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. to 8
p-m. today at the funeral home.

Calendar of events

TOTS-N-TRAINING
There will be no Tots-N-Training program this
week.

IMMUNIZATION CLINIC

The Texas Department of Health Immuni-
zation Clinic will be offering vaccines that give
protection against polio, diphtheria, tetanus (lock
jaw), pertussis (whooping cough), measles,
rubella and mumps. The clinic is located in the
Groom Community Center, and will be open 1-4
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21. The fee is based on
family income and size, and the ability to pay.

ROMANCE WRITERS

Romance Writers of the Texas Panhandle, the
Panhandle chapter of the national organization
Romance Writers of America, will meet from 7 to
11 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at the Santa Fe Depot
Restaurant in Amarillo.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
BOOK SALE

The Pampa Friends of the Library will be hav-
ing its Book Sale at the Pampa Mall from Feb. 26
through March 6, 10 am. to 7 p.m. Closed
Sunday. Donations of books will be taken at the
Lovett Memorial Library of at the mall, Tuesday-
Thursday, 1-4 p.m.

Stocks

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing incidents and arrest in the 24-hour period
which ended at 7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Feb. 19

Officer Fred Courtney reported possession of
marijuana under two ounces at Pampa High
School, 111 E. Harvester at 8:38 a.m. Monday. A
16-year-old boy was reported with a “roach” cig-
arette and lump of residue.

National Bank of Commerce, 1224 N. Hobart,
reported unauthorized use of a 1983 GMC truck
valued at $2,500.

Don Ho’s Restaurant, 1201 N. Hobart, reported
theft by check Dec. 12, 1995.

Criminal mischief to a 1994 Chevrolet pickup
was reported in the 100 block of East Harvester.

City employees reported damage to a park
bench at Central Park, Cuyler and Texas.

Braum’s, 1032 N. Hobart, reported a counter-
feit $100 VISA traveler’s check.

A .380 caliber Lorican gun was reported stolen
from the 2600 block of North Hobart. It occurred
between 11 a.m. Friday and 9 p.m. Sunday.

Attempted break-in was reported in the 1300
block of East Kingsmill between 3:15 and 4 p.m.
Monday.

Harassment was reported in the 700 block of
North West which occurred in the last Monday

Officer Dave Wilk reported someone evading
arrest or detention in the 400 block of Yeager at
11:38 p.m. Monday.

Arrest
MONDAY, Feb. 19

Fredrick Russell Johnson Sr., 35, 425 Wynne,
was arrested in the 400 block of Yeager on a
charge of evading arrest.

Ambulance

Rural /Metro reported the following calls dur-

ing the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
MONDAY, Feb. 19

10:44 am. — A mobile ICU unit responded to
the 1900 block of North Wells on a medical assist
and transported one patient to Coronado
Hospital.

11:01 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to a
local nursing home on a medical assist and trans-
ported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

12:28 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to
Coronado Hospital for a patient transfer to St.
Anthony’s Hospital in Amarillo.

2:41 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to a
local nursing home on a medical assist and trans-
ported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

8:53 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1000 block of South Faulkner on a medical assist
and transported one patient to Coronado
Hospital.

Fires

The Pampa Fire Department reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Feb. 19

10:25 a.m. - Two units and three personnel
responded to 20 miles south on Highway 70 on a
grass fire. The fire was attributed to burning
trash and burned approximately six acres.

12:33 p.m. — Two units and three personnel
responded to five miles west on Texas 152 off
Brummett Road on a small grass fire.

Corrections

The following grain quotations are . Chevron 55172 dn 1/4
provided by Attebury Gramn of Pampa. Coca-Cola 81 1/8 up 5/8
Columbia/HCA. .54 1/8 up 1/4
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Puritan. sen.  SLB 7498  dn7/8
untan 17.58 p
SPS 3278  dnIR
The tollowing 9 30 am N Y Stock  Tenneco 53 5/8 dn 3/8
Muarket guotations are turmished by Texaco 80 5/8 up 1/4
Edward D Jones & Co ot Pampa Wal-Mart 21 1/8 dn 1/8
Amix 70 1/4 dn 1 New York Gold 400.90
« 113 1/K dn 178 Silver 5.62
Cabot SO S/8 dn 172 West Texas Crude 19.16
Cabot OX G 1S 7/8 dn 1/4
ATNDUIANCE...... ..o orernnes anmomnasnisass HE5TssaREasmR GoossswsRES S 911
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SO 91
|
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A listing in the ambulance section of Monday’s
Daily Record incorrectly reported the address of
an ambulance run at 2:42 a.m. Monday. The cor-
rect address is in the 1500 block of East Frederic.

In an article in the Jan. 31 edition on the United
Way annual meeting luncheon, the names of Mr.
and Mrs. Floyd Watson and Mr. and Mrs. John
Curry were left off the list of those contributing
$500 or more to the campaign fund-raising drive.
We apologize for the omissions and any inconve-
nience they may have caused.

Sheriff's Office

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing incident in the 24-hour period which
ended at 7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Feb. 19

Theft of scrap iron valued at $342 was reported

in the 1400 block of Price Road.

Texas Tech’s
president to
take new job

LUBBOCK (AP) - Texas Tech
University lost its president on
Presidents Day, when Robert W.
Lawless was named to the top
job at the University of Tulsa.

“My presidency at Texas Tech
has been incredibly rewarding,
and leaving there is difficult,”
Lawless said Monday. “My
career path, however, has been
paved by an attraction to new sit-
uations and challenges.”

The 59-year-old former South-
west Airlines executive will take
over in Tulsa after having served
since 1989 as president of Tech
and its Health Sciences Center.
Lawless earned a $177,000 annual
salary at the 24,000-student uni-
versity in Lubbock.

Donaldson announced his res-
ignation last June from the 4,400-
student school in Oklahoma.
More than 150 candidates were
attracted to the opening.

Fulton Collins, chairman of the
Tulsa search committee, said the
decision was unanimous.

“His varied leadership and
management experience as well
as his reputation as a strong com-
municator are at the top of a long
list of exceptional qualities that,
remarkably, matched all of our
criteria,” Collins said.

Funded research at Tech and
the health sciences center has
doubled to $30 million, from $15
million when Lawless arrived.
The number of endowed presi-
dential scholarships grew from
seven to 304; admission stan-
dards climbed on par with those
at the University of Texas and
Texas A&M University.

And the Red Raiders enjoyed
unprecedented success in sports
during his tenure. The women'’s
basketball team, currently ranked
No. 6, won the national champi-
onship in 1993, while the men'’s
team rose to No. 9 in Monday’s
poll.

“I'm sorry Bob’s leaving, but
he has done a good job,” said
regent Alan White.

Garry Mauro
to be in Borger

BORGER - Texas Land Com-
missioner Garry Mauro is to
speak and answer questions at 10
a.m. Wednesday the Internation-
al Union of Operating Engineers
Hall, 111 E. Coolidge.

He will hold a news conference
at Tradewind Airport, 4105
Tradewind Road, Amarillo, at
noon.

Mauro is to discuss the
Canadian River land dispute rul-
ing and its impact on the
Permanent School Fund, recre-
ationalists, taxpayers and public
schools.

New vending machines

have improved features
down, Bridwell said.

(Pampa News photo by Darlene Hoimes)
Earl Bridwell with Southwest Coca Cola Bottling Co.
of Pampa is taking compressor decks and vending |,
motors off old Coke machines that are to be junked
and replaced with new computerized machines. The
new vending machines will be more contured and

that will keep vandalism

Texans celebrate state birthday

AUSTIN (AP) — A musket vol-
ley in honor of Texas” 150th state
birthday sent birds flying from
the Capitol eaves as thousands
gathered to eat cake, hear speech-
es and celebrate.

The Republic of Texas flag was
lowered and replaced by the U.S.
flag, re-enacting the ceremony a
century and a half ago that
marked the formal transition of
governmental power.

“That February day was the
end of a proud chapter in our
wonderful state’s history, and
while it changed the nature of
our government, it did not
change the nature of our peo-
ple,” Gov. George W. Bush told
a crowd estimated at about
2,000, many of them youngsters
bused from school for the occa-
sion.

“Texas is still the land of
dreamers and doers, of rugged
individualists willing to take
risks. Texas is a place of opportu-
nity ... and a place of unlimited
possibility.”

Among those joining Bush for
Monday’s celebration at the
Capitol were his wife, Laura; U.S.
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-
Texas; Austin Mayor Bruce Todd;
Dallas Mayor Ron Kirk; Texas
House Speaker Pete Laney and
his wife, Nelda; and three former

governors: Ann Richards,
Preston Smith and Dolph
Briscoe.

Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock, who offi-
cials said was resting after his
recent hospitalization for pneu-
monia, was not present.

Thomas Freeman, a Texas
Southern University faculty
member who was the late U.S.
Rep. Barbara Jordan’s debate
coach, read the 1845 joint resolu-
tion of Congress on Texas state-
hood. Mrs. Hutchison came bear-
ing a 1996 resolution congratulat-
ing Texas on its anniversary.

Native American ceremonial
dancing and a parade up the
Capitol sidewalk featuring the
six flags that have flown over
Texas preceded the speeches.

Oklahoma City bombing trial moved to Denver

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - A

judge today moved the federal
. building bombing trial to Denver,
-.saying Timothy McVeigh and
- . Terry Nichols could not be guar-
."anteed a fair trial in the state
- where the deadliest domestic ter-
. rorist attack was carried out.
-, “The interests of the victims in
- being able to attend this trial in
- - Oklahoma are outweighed by the
*+court’s obligation to assure that
* . the trial be conducted with fun-
- ' damental fairness and with due
-regard for all constitutional
.- requirements,” US.  District
* . Judge Richard Matsch wrote.
Defense attorneys had main-
. tained that intense media cover-
.- age of the April 19 bombing in
. Oklahoma would make a fair
- trial impossible in the state.
“I am pleased that we were
.- able to convince the judge that
" the trial should not be held in
‘. Oklahoma,” McVeigh attorney
*. Stephen Jones said.

Prosecutors had argued that an
impartial jury could be seated.

They sought to have the trial in

Tulsa, 90 miles to the northeast of
Oklahoma City, so that victims’
families could easily attend.

The government does not have
the right to appeal the decision
and is prepared to “go forward
expeditiously to trial,” Attorney
General Janet Reno said.

“We intend to pursue every
means available to provide sur-
vivors and loved ones with an
opportunity to observe and fol-
low events in the courtroom,”
she said in a statement released
by the Justice Department.

The bombing 10 months ago
killed 169 people and injured more
than 500. McVeigh and Nichols are
accused of federal murder and
conspiracy charges. If convicted,
they could face the death penalty.

Gov. Frank Keating called it a
“terrible, unfortunate decision”
for the families, and said he will
work to see that the families have
ways of getting to the trial.

In Denver, Mayor Wellington
Webb said a city safety team
already had held preliminary meet-
ings in anticipation of the move.

“People in Denver, given their
Western ethic, will work with
those families and work with the
courts,” Webb said.

Matsch, who is from Denver,
took over the case in December
from U.S. District Judge Wayne
Alley, who had decided to move
the trial out of Oklahoma City but
not out of state. Alley was re-
moved to avoid any appearance
of bias; his office across the street
from the federal building and was
damaged in the bombing.

Matsch listened to four days of
testimony three weeks ago, and
viewed tapes of news coverage
and was given thousands of
examples 0? media coverage. He
appeared swayed by the defense
argument that the coverage has
been more intense in Oklahoma
over the long term.

“As time passed, differences
developed in both the volume

«and focus of the media coverage
in Oklahoma compared with local
coverage outside of Oklahpma
and with national news cover-
age,” Matsch wrote.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Variable cloudiness tonight
with a low near 45 and south-
west winds 5-15 mph.
Wednesday, partly sunny, breezy
and warmer with a high near 85
and southwest winds 15-25 mph.
Thursday, windy with a high of
85. Monday’s high was 74; the
overnight low was 42.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas - Panhandle:
Tonight, partly cloudy. Lows
from 40 to mid 40s. Wednesday,
considerable high cloudiness
and breezy. Highs from 75 to 80
northwest to between 80 and 85
southeast. South Plains: Tonight,
partly cloudy. Lows 45-50.
Wednesday, partly cloudy. Highs
85-90.

North Texas — Tonight, partly

Lows 50 to 56.
Wednesday, variable high
cloudiness. Continued unsea-
sonably warm with highs 81 to
87.

South Texas - Hill Country
and South Central: Tonight, fair.
Lows from near 50 in the Hill
Country, 50s south central.
Wednesday, partly cloudy and
unseasonably warm. Highs in
upper 80s to near 90. Upper
Coast: Tonight, partly cloudy.
Areas of fog near the coast after
midnight. Lows in low 60s coast
to 50s inland. Wednesday, early
morning patchy fog becoming
partly cloudy. Unseasonably
warm. Highs from the 70s coast
to mid and upper 80s inland.
Coastal Bend and Rio Grande
Plains: Tonight, fair skies with
areas of fog near the coast. Lows
from 60s coast to the 50s inland.

cloudy.

Wednesday, areas of fog near the
coast, otherwise partly cloudy.
Highs from mid 80s coast to 90s
inland.

BORDER STATES

New Mexico - Tonight and
Wednesday, mostly cloudy
northwest with scattered show-
ers and higher mountain snow
showers. Partly cloudy else-
where. Breezy and a little
warmer Wednesday. Lows in
upper 20s to near 40 mountains
and northwest with upper 30s
and 40s south and east. Highs in
the 50s and 60s mountains and
northwest with mid 70s and 80s
at lower elevations of the east
and south.

Oklahoma - Tonight, partly
cloudy. Lows in the 40s.
Wednesday, partly sunny and
continued warm. Highs from
mid 70s to mid 80s. '

City briefs

Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

ABBY’'S SALON openings
Hairdresser and Nail Tech. 665-
3509. Adv.

BACON AND Pancakes, all
trimmings. St. Matthew’s Parish
Hall, 727 W. Browning. Tuesday
5-8 p.m. Adults $4. Under 5 free.
Adv.

CALF FRIES, Moose Lodge,
Thursday 22nd, members and
guests. Adv.

DAVE CLARK & His Comedy
Team are back!! February 23 and
24, Sunset Bar & Grill, 600 S.
Cuyler. Reservations 669-0959.
Adv.

DALLAS COWBOY Super
Bowl watch now at Rheam’s
Diamond Shop. Adv.

INCOME TAX preparation.
Wm. L. Arthur. 669-3928 for
appointment. Adv.

TOP O Texas Quick Lube and
Wash - the telephone number in
1996 directory was incorrect.
The correct number is 665-0959,
located at 1805 Alcock. Adv.

REMEMBER WHEN your
Pampa News carrier collects,
does the carrier have his/her
cards and hole punch? If not,
don’t pay. Thanks, Circulation
Department.

JOIN PAMPA Community
Concert Association to hear
Classical, Pop, Jazz Music, Piano
Solos, and Toe-Tapping
Rhythms with step dancing in
the 1996-97 concert season.
Membership campaign contin-
ued to March 16. Call 806-665-
0343. Adv.

FOR SALE - Soloflex,
Nordictrack. 669-7884. Adv.

HAMBURGER STATION 5
a.m.-7 p.m. We deliver!! $5 mini-
mum. Adv.

FRIENDS OF the Librar
Book Sale, Pampa Mall,
February 26-March 6, 10 a.m.-7
p-m. Closed Sunday. Donations
taken at the Library or at the
Mall, Tuesday-Thursday 1-4
p-m. Adv.

WEIGHT WATCHERS are
now meeting every Thursday in
Pampa. For more information,
please call 1-800-359-3131. Adv.

INTERNET - YOU'VE all
heard about it; but you haven’t
seen it; and you don’t have any
idea what it is. Check it out.
Schedule your sightseeing tri
on the sugerhigh\gn'};y. Cal? 66§
8501 for information. Adv.
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World briefs

Officer admits kidnappings,
apologizes to victims

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
(AP) — A retired army captain
wanted in the 1982 kidnapping
and torture of six students admit-
ted his guilt and apologized to
his victims, but did not volunteer
to surrender himself for trial.

The apology was part of a one-
hour previously recorded inter-
view broadcast Monday on radio
station HRN. Joya also used the
occasion to accuse human rights
groups of backing terrorists in
Honduras, a charge the groups
angrily denied.

Joya and two other former offi-
cers have been fugitives since Oct.
17, when a judge ordered their
arrests in the abduction and torture
of the university students. The stu-
dents were eventually freed.

Seven other soldiers are
charged in the case, which would
be the first civil trial of

Honduran soldiers accused of
human rights abuses.

The military governed
Honduras from 1963 to 1981
before ceding official power to a
civilian government. It continues
to exert heavy influence.

Administrator wins Olne
Pancake Race in 73 seconds

OLNEY, England (AP) —
Defying snow and a biting wind,
Dawn Gallyot beat seven other
women to the finish line in the annu-
al Shrove Tuesday pancake race.

In her first race, the 38-year-old
school administrator made the
415-yard dash with a frying pan
and pancake from The Bull pub
in Olney’s market square to the
Church of St. Peter and St. Paul
in 73 seconds.

That was 9.5 seconds slower
than last year’s pace, when the
women of Olney won their annu-
al competition with the women
of Liberal, Kan., giving them 23
victories to Liberal’s 22.

Each woman must flip a pan-
cake in the frying pan at the start
and at the finish of the race. The
record is 58 seconds.

Liberal, which runs its race
later in the day, joined in rivalry
with Olney in the 1950s, after
seeing a picture of the Olney race
in Time magazine.

Japan, South Korea compete
for economic zones

TOKYO (AP) — Japan and
South Korea both staked claim to
waters in the Sea of Japan today,
moves likely to worsen a territo-
rial dispute over a barren group
of islands that lie midway
between them.

In an apparent effort to soften
the blow, both countries deliber-
ately avoided mentioning the
islets by name. The South
Koreans call them Tok-do, and
the Japanese Takeshima.

Aside from a small South Korean
military force, the rocky islets about
150 miles offshore of each country
are inhabited by a sole South
Korean fisherman. But the sur-
rounding waters are rich in marine
life and the seabed is thought to
contain vast mineral deposits.

The dispute over who controls
the islets has smoldered for near-
ly a century, but reignited recent-
ly when Japan and South Korea
both announced plans to estab-
lish economic zones under a U.N.
treaty that took effect in 1994.

To bolster its claim to the
islands, South Korea announced
plans to build a wharf and held a
high-profile military exercise
there.

Fellowship award winner

Bill Felter, seated,

receives the James E. West
Fellowship award in honor of his 45-year association
with Boy Scouts of America from Golden Spread
Council President Mark White and Santa Fe Senior
District Executive John McDougald. Felter has served
as a committee chairman and assistant scoutmaster
and on the executive board of the Adobe Walls Council.

(Pampa News photo by Darlene Holmes)

Bosnian Serbs accused of attempting to trigger
mass exodus, violating spirit of peace accord

SARAJEVO Bosnia-
Herzegovina (AP) — Bosnian Serb
leaders, violating the spirit of
Bosnia’s peace accord, ordered
Sarajevo’s Serbs today to leave
neighborhoods that are to be
handed over to the Muslim-led
government.

A wholesale evacuation would
be one of the final chapters in a
war waged solely to create ethni-
cally homogenous areas through
huge shifts of civilians. Bosnian
Serbs vehemently oppose the
provision in the peace accord that
reunites the country’s symbolic
heart, Sarajevo, under the rule of
their former foes by March 19.

The evacuation began at mid-
day. Dozens of trucks and cars
towing trailers streamed out of
Serb districts, but there was no
immediate sign of buses packed
with refugees. Heavy snow fell,
perhaps hampering the Serb
plans.

In another bitterly divided city,

Mostar, barriers began to come
down today. .Croats and
Muslims, who have lived there in
sometimes murderous tension
since fighting a yearlong war in
1993, were given until today to
allow free movement in the city
and establish joint police patrols.

Free movement appeared
established, with nervous
Muslims raised in western

Mostar crossing into the eastern
district for the first time in three
years. The joint police patrols
failed to materialize immediately,
with the Croats saying they need-
ed time to complete unspemfled
paperwork.

Kris Janowski, a spokesman for
the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees, accused Bosnian Serb
leaders of trying to trigger a mass
flight from Sarajevo for their own
ends.

Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian
Serbs’ political leader and a pre-
war inhabitant of the city, has
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Decision time in New Hampshire;
primary crucial test of strength

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) - Finally deciding a con-
test fraught with uncertainty, New Hampshire
voted today in the nation’s leadoff presidential pri-
mary. For Bob Dole, the fragile front-runner, the
ballotini; was a crucial test of strength.

For P’z Buchanan, it was a bid to stay atop a
wave of support from social conservatives and
blue-col.ur Republicans that has driven him past
other, better-financed rivals.

“We'te bringing people into thc Republican
party, vvorking men and women,” Buchanan said
today oa CBS “This Mormng “...These are
Democrats. We're bringing them home.”

Elizabeth Dole, making an eleventh-hour pitch
for her husband on the same talk show, said the
Senate majority leader is a man to trust while
Buchanan is divisive.

“Bob Dole is a person who brings people togeth-
er,” she said. ““I think that Pat Buchanan’s positions
are polarizing and they are extreme.”

Mrs. Dole also addressed the issue of her hus-
band’s age, 72, that would make him the oldest
first-term president to take office: “Anyone who
knows Bob Dole knows he is a man who has the
energy of 10 people,” she said.

Dole told supporters at the Kansas senator’s elec-
tion-eve rally that he hoped for a big win, but
would “settle for one vote.”

Going into today’s balloting, poll data showed
Dole fighting Buchanan for first, with former
Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander in close pursuit.
Publisher Steve Forbes has seen his lead steadily
sink to fourth.

All in the Top Four have pledged to stick with
the race as it moves next to Arizona, South
Carolina and the Dakotas. Forbes also plans to
campaign in the largely shunned Delaware prima-
ry on Saturday. Today’s vote was expected to win-
now out those stuck at the bottom of the eight-man
pack.

There also was a Democratic primary, although

President Clinton had no major opposition.

Among early voters, Bryan Aiken of Manchester,
said he cast his ballot for Clinton “because I'm a
good Democrat.”

Sue Boulter, a Republican from Manchester,
voted for Alexander, saying she believed his mes-
sage that he can beat Clinton in November.

“I just like him,” she said. “Usually my husband
and I cancel each other out, but this year | think
we’ll be the same.’

In the first voting after midnight today in two
tiny towns in northern New Hampshire — Dixville
Notch and Hart’s Location — Dole won by one vote
over Alexander.

Dole captured 14 of the 39 votes cast in the GOP
primary. Alexander had 13. Buchanan was next
with five, and Forbes had four. Dick Lugar and
dropout Phil Gramm each had one vote, along with
a write-in for Colin Powell.

In the Democratic primary, Clinton got 12 votes.

Opening times for polls in rest of the state ranged
from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m.

“However it comes out..., 'm going to be doing
very well,” Alexander said Monday as he finished
his 100-mile walk across the state with a mile-and-
a-half stroll in Portsmouth to a waterfront park.

Dole’s campaign was also refusing to make pre-
dictions on the outcome. “This is not a numbers
game,” said press secretary Nelson Warfield.

Light snow and freezing rain was forecast across
most of the state for today. New Hampshire
Secretary of State Bill Gardner suggested a high 76
percent of the state’s registered voters would go to
the polls.

In their final pitches, candidates trumpeted their
“visions” for the country even as they continued
sniping at each other.

The fiery Buchanan has likened the gathering
strength of his campaign to “peasants with pitch-
forks coming over the hill” and predicted, “We will
go all the way. They will not stop us.”

always asserted that Serbs could
not coexist with other ethnic

Gov. Bush, Sen. Hutchison
discuss presidential politics

AUSTIN (AP) -
Bailey Hutchison

US. Sen. Kay
and Gow.

does any good to speculate.”
Bush also said he won't

groups in the capital.

“A number of people have left,
but it's not the mass exodus the
Serb authorities appear to want,”
Janowski said. Bosnian Serb TV
broadcasts urging people to leave
are just “part of a campaign of
manipulation to get people out,
to create a psychosis,” he said.

An estimated 50,000 people
remain in the five Serb districts of
Sarajevo, and 40,000 have fled
since the peace plan was initialed
three months ago, Western diplo-
mats said. Janowski estimated
that 20,000 Serbs had left.

Today’s evacuation order con-
fused many of Sarajevo’s Serbs.
They knew only that the districts
must be transferred by March 19,
and their leaders had not
informed them that NATO plans
a gradual transfer beginning
Friday in the northern suburb of
Vogosca.

Jet skids off runway on belly after landing gear collapses

HOUSTON (AP) — Continental
Airlines officials say Flight 1943
from Washington’s National
Airport was uneventful until it
touched the runway in Houston.

That's when landing gear on
the DC-9 collapsed, sending the
jet skidding down the 10,000-
foot runway on its belly.

“All T could hear was metal
grinding on the runway and
pieces breaking off, and it was a
horrible feeling,” said passenger
Richard Fisher.

The plane came to rest flat on
its belly in a grassy area near
the end of the runway.
Authorities said none of the 82
passengers and five crew mem-
bers aboard was seriously
injured. One man was hospital-
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ized after complaining of back pain.

Fisher and other passengers
reported that smoke began filling
the cabin after the plane came to
a stop. Fire department officials
said there were no flames when
they arrived to help evacuate the
passengers, and the airline said it
didn’t know what caused the
smoke.

Continental spokesman Ned
Walker said there was no imme-
diate clue as to what caused the
acciden!

“There is no indication prior to
landing that there were any
abnormalities,” Walker said.
“Clearly something did not

Re-Elect
RANDY
STUBBLEFIELD

Gray County
Sherlff

go as it was designed to go.”

The pilot and co-pilot were giv-
ing their report to National
Transportation Safety Board and
Federal Aviation Administration
investigators at the scene
Monday.

All of the passengers escaped
the jet down inflatable rubber
slides in about two minutes,
Walker said. )

Passengers said the evacuation
was calm and orderly.

“The accident itself was not ter-
ribly traumatic,” said Peter
Rauch. “Movies have condi-
tioned us to know what to expect
to some degree.”
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George W. Bush say their presi-
dential picks will at least partly be
based on support for free trade,
apparently precluding protection-
ist candidate Pat Buchanan.

“l would be very concerned
about someone who didn’t sup-
port free trade being the president
of the United States,” Mrs.
Hutchison, R-Texas, said Monday.

“I think this is a major issue
for Texas. NAFTA (the North
American Free Trade
Agreement) is something that
will benefit Texas greatly, as well
as the entire United States of
America, so I would have to
really look at that issue very
carefully,” said Mrs. Hutchison.
. Indications have been that she
will follow the lead of fellow
Texas Sen. Phil Gramm, who
endorsed Bob Dole after cutting
short his own presidential bid.
But Mrs.c"Hutchison says she
won’t announce her endorsement
until later.

Asked whether she would
support Buchanan if he were the
GOP nominee facing President
Clinton — whom she insists must
be replaced with a Republican
“if we are going to change the
direction of this country” — Mrs.
Hutchison said, “I don’t think it

announce his endorsement, if
any, until just before Texas’
March 12 primary.

“I'm interested in hearing
what the debate is ... I'm going
to hold my fire until I see the
whites of their eyes,” Bush said,
repeating a favorite phrase.

“I want to hear about jobs. I
want to hear about prosperity. |
want to hear about Texas values
of family. I want to make sure
that the candidates understand
that lowa and New Hampshire
is not the whole process. We've
got a unique style in Texas.
We’ve got a unique set of prob-
lems. We’'ve got energy issues,
we've got agricultural issues,
we’ve got free trade issues.”

Regarding trade, Bush said,
“Obviously, for a person who's
been a strong free trader and a
strong advocate of NAFTA, I
will take a dim view ... if some-
one comes into Texas and makes
proposals that’ll affect jobs and
the capacity-of Texans to find
work and earn a living.”

Buchanan’s proposals to can-
cel world trade agreements,
including the Mexican free trade
pact, and to put tariffs on foreign
good have been blasted by some
other presidential candidates.
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EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O' TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our read-
ers so that they can better promote and preserve their own free-
jom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when man
understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he pos-
SES in he develop to his utmost capabilities

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a political
grant from government. and that men have the right to take moral

o
action to preserve their life and property for themselves and oth-

reedom 1s neither license nor anarchy. It is control and sover-
grity of oneself, no more. no less. It is, thus, consistent with the
cveting commandment
i Thomas Larry D. Hollis
lisher Managing Editor
e it e

Opinion
Fina! frontier gets
more intriguing

weries about our small place in a vast

for what they suggest as what they

hat thev suggest is the most fascinating hypoth-

t all: We are not alone

I he possibility of life on other worlds has intrigued humans

¢v understood that Earth was not the beginning and

wing, that it was a speck in a much larger system, itself

fupl.cated many times in a span of time and space beyond
omprehension

\ 1SN New Aaisc(
t ¢ Aare 1S exciting

reN (e \nd W

\rter a blockbuster meeting of the American Astronomical
Society in San Antonio science fiction has further merged with
scientifi ind we can better comprehend the magnitude
and possibilities of space :

We know our fragment of the universe as the sun, the incu-
bator ot life, and its surrounding planets; there are at least 50
billion suns, or stars, in our galaxy alone. Now - after breath-

taking readings from the Hubble space telescope we know
there may be at least 50 billion galaxies times more than pre-

viously known, of all sizes, shapes and colors.
No one is vet sure of the significance, whether we may have

“been peering at the formation of galaxies. But in an equation
of 50 billion times 50 billion, what is the likelihood of other
. Earths, other beings?

It mayv be higher than we think because of the discovery in
our galaxy of two new planets - three since last fall - orbiting
stars very much like our sun, one of them perhaps harboring
the warm soup of basic life. It indeed is the dawn of a new era
in celestial study, new impetus to seek this Holy Grail of
Cxploration

in that is the true exhilaration of astronomy, for there
1lwavs are new mysteries and stunning surprises, and each
disce cery leads to another in a procession as infinite as this

I ront I
ver will know all the answers, but the quest is
rr coed i knowing that we may not be alone in seeking

Viewpoints
e Paves News 1S CONgress troops’ worst enemy?

American troops in Bosnia have avoided fight-
ing, but they haven’t avoided casualties. Just
recently, two soldiers were injured by some of the
countless land mines left behind by combatants.
But the U.S. Congress has a solution to the prob-
lem - for the American military to stop using
mines

Land mines are a lingering scourge in countries
from Cambodia to Afghanistan to Angola. They
are the main reason that one out of every 236
Cambodians is an amputee. One million children
in Afghanistan have been killed or injured by
them. Worldwide, there are some 100 million
mines buried in the ground, where they will be
claiming casualties for decades to come.

When Randolph Churchill had surgery for a
benign tumor, Evelyn Waugh remarked that doctors
had found the only part of him that was not malig-
nant and removed it. Our lawmakers have adopted
the same approach. In a world where many nations
and guerrilla groups employ land mines recklessly
and indiscriminately, Congress has imposed a ban
on the most careful and responsible user.

The measure approved gives the Defense
Department three years to stop using anti-person-
nel mines, except along internationally recognized
borders under strict monitoring. If it were in effect
today, it would prevent the laying of minefields
around outposts in Bosnia where American soldiers
are surrounded by potential enemies. It is bound to
make our soldiers more vulnerable to attack, partic-
ularly in the low-level conflicts and peacekeeping
operations that we often face nowadays.

And for what purpose? The residents of Bosnia
are not in danger from American mines; they are
in danger from mines (3 million of them) planted
by the former warring parties in the country’s
civil war. Likewise, it’s not the fault of the United

Stephen
Chapman

States that you can’t go for a stroll in Afghanistan
or Cambodia without taking the risk of being
blown to pieces. Saying that the land-mine prob-
lem will be alleviated if the United States gives
them up is like saying that the AIDS epidemic
would subside if monogamous married couples
stopped having sex.

The U.S. military relies on such devices, but it
keeps careful track of them and retrieves them
once the need is past. It also deploys “smart”
mines that disarm themselves after a specified
period, eliminating the danger that they will kill
innocents years later.

Sen. Patrick Leahy, who sponsored the bill, com-
plains that the latter don’t always self-destruct and
that, -as a result, some people were killed by
American mines left behind in Kuwait after the
Gulf War. But the Kuwaiti embassy says there were
no U.S. mines placed in Kuwait. The deaths were
due to Iragi mines. Leahy’s measure, you can be
sure, won't make Saddam Hussein give them up.

The proponents, including House sponsor Lane
Evans (D-Ill.), think the United States should set a
good example for the rest of the world. Of course
we already do, by taking great care, but it doesn’t
seem to have much effect on armies fighting nasty

internal wars in Asia or Africa.

Nor is there any reason to think that a complete
ban on American mines will after the conduct of
underfunded military factions engaged in bitter
life-and-death struggles in the Third World.
Mines are a cheap, highly effective defensive
weapon, and if they were easy to replace, they
would not have been in use for the last 135 years.

The problem many of these poor countries have
is that mines are laid carelessly, with no records
kept of where they are located, and then are never
cleared. The best thing the United States could do
is provide money and technical help to find them
and destroy them. That, unlike this bill, would
actually save lives and limbs.

The congressional action comes partly in
response to various international efforts to outlaw
the use of mines worldwide. The United Nations
held a conference in Vienna last fall to explore
ways to reach that goal, which has been endorsed
by Pope John Paul II and American Red Cross
President Elizabeth Dole. Her husband, the presi-
dential candidate, voted for the ban.

But it’s hard to understand the revulsion. Wars
involve killing by all sorts of unappetizing meth-
ods, and there is nothing about mines that makes
them exceptionally loathsome. One thing to be
said in their favor is that they are purely a defen-
sive weapon, of no use at all to an invader.

Yes, they can claim innocents if misused - but so
can bombs, bullets, missiles and hand grenades.
That's no reason mines should be abandoned by
countries that are capable of handling them
responsibly.

The United States is one of those, and we won't
make the world a safer place by giving them up.
All we will do is commit a dangerous and futile
act of unilateral disarmament.

Today in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 20, the 51st
day of 1996. There are 315 days left
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Feb. 20, 1962, astronaut John
Glenn became the first American to
orbit Earth after blasting off aboard
the Friendship VII Mercury capsule.

On this date:

In 1790, Holy Roman Emperor
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Joseph II died.

In 1792, President Washington
signed an act creating the U.S. Post
Office.

In 1809, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that the power of the federal
government is greater than that of
any individual state

In 1839, Congress prohibited
dueling in the District of Columbia.

In 1895, Frederick Douglass, an
escaped slave who became one of
America’s most prominent aboli-
tionists, died in Washington, D.C.

In 1933, the House of
Representatives completed con-
gressional action on an amendment
to repeal Prohibition.

Your representatives

State Rep. Warren Chisum
mpa Address: 100 N. Price Road, Pampa TX 79065
’ampa Phone: 665-3552
\ustin Address: PO. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768-2910
\ustin Phone: (512) 463-0736
State Sen. Teel Bivins
irillo Address: PO. Box 9155, Amarillo, TX 79105
narillo Phone: (886) 374-8994
n Address: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, TX 78711
i~tin Phone: (512) 463-0131
Rep. William M. “Mac” Thornberry
narillo Address: 724 S. Polk, Suite 400, Amarillo, TX 79101
narillo Phone: (806) 371-8844
Vashington Address: 1535 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C., 20515
Washington Phone: (202) 225-3706
L.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
\Washington Address: 283 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington Phone: (202) 224-5922
U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm
Washington Address: 370 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington Phone: (202) 224-2934
Texas Gov. George W. Bush
PO. Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711.
Constituent Hotline: 1-800-843-5789
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Pols who perpetrate legislative sins

As the elections approach, and you start judg-
ing legislative can«fidates, you might keep in
mind the three great legislative sins as outlined by
American revolutionary Alexander Hamilton.

“It will be of little avail to the people,”
Hamilton said, “that laws are made by men of
their own choice if the laws be so voluminous that
they cannot be read, or so incoherent that they
cannot be understood ... or undergo such inces-
sant changes that no man, who knows what the
law is today, can guess what it will be tomorrow.”

That in a nutshell is how America has gotten so
fouled up.

Our laws indeed are too v8luminous to read.
The laws number in the thousands, and their ille-
gitimate offspring - rules — number in the tens of
thousands.

In the current issue of Policy Review, former
Attorney General Edwin Meese and Rhett DeHart
have written an article about the intrusion of the
federal government into local law enforcement.

Congress has created more than 3,000 federal
crimes, which in the words of Meese range from
“serious but purely local crimes like carjacking
and drug dealing to trivial crimes like disrupting
a rodeo.”

This federalization of local crimes is not only a
breach of the Constitution, but it is also stupid.
Most communities have no federal law enforce-
ment agencies stationed in them. And in the larger

Charley Reese

ones that do, the federal officers have more than
enough to do, enforcing the truly federal crimes,
than to get involved in purely local crimes - all of
which, of course, are already covered by state law
and enforced by local law enforcement officers.

But to continue, many of our laws are so poorly
written that they are incoherent. Judges often end
up trying to figure out what in the heck the legis-
lators meant or intended when they wrote the
law.

For people with allegedly seven years (at least) of
allegedly higher education, many lawyer-legisla-
tors or lawyer-staff members cannot, it seems,
write a simple declarative sentence. They cannot
throw the net of a paragraph over a thought: It is
not uncommon these days for a single law to run to
several hundred pages - more pages than a novel.

“Let all laws ge clear, uniform and precise,”
advised French writer Voltaire. “To interpret laws
is almost always to corrupt them.”

The third sin - incessant changes - is painfully
visible when it comes to the tax laws. Changes in
the tax laws played a significant, perhaps key, role
in the collapse of the savings and loan industry.
Yet hardly had the bad consequences of those

changes been absorbed before Congress made
more changes and is now talking about still more
changes.

I'll tell you one consequence of all this talk
about tax cuts and a flat tax code. Many extreme-
ly large economic investment decisions simply
have been put on hold. Investments that would
have been made, purchases that would have been
made, factories that would have been built now
don’t exist because no one but a fool would make
a long-term investment when, to use Hamilton’s
phrase, no man can guess today what the tax laws
will be tomorrow.

All of these problems are our fault. We elect
these idiots. And, if we retain idiots and add
more, they will continue to increase the volume of
laws, continue to write incoherent laws and con-
tinue to tinker incessantly with the laws so that
everyone will remain in a state of uncertainty.

These idiots will destroy both liberty and eco-
nomic prosperity, and probably do it unintention-
ally. Some of them not only don’t know what they
are doing, they don’t know what they’ve done
after they have done it.

Look for intelligence, clarity of thought and
expression, mature judgment, honesty and a good
grounding in history and moral philosophy
before you vote for a man or woman to legislate.
Otherwise, you are shooting your future in the
heart.

The Spear Foundation happily reports ...

In September 1992, while the nation was awash
in the foolishness that accompanies presidential
elections, an article appeared in an erudite journal
which argued that tﬁere is an “all but ignored”
bright side to the global warming threat.

Mankind will actually benefit from the contin-
ued accumulation of carbon dioxide in the air,
wrote Sylvan H. Wittwer, professor emeritus of
horticulture at Michigan State University, in the
quarterly journal, Policy Review.

Yes, there is a greenhouse effect, and, yes, temper-
atures will continue to rise, but dam it, “the plant
life of planet Earth would benefit greatly.” How so?
Because plants love C02. Tomatoes, cucumbers, let-
tuce, rice, wheat, barley, oats, rye, com, soglhum,

- all .will

millet, sugarcane, peas, beans, soybeans
grow faster and there will be greater yields.

Now what Professor Wittwer did not say is that
icecaps will be melting and ocean levels will be
rising and the fields where these plants will be
Emwn will be situated on what were formerly

nown as prominent peaks - you know, the
Smoky Mountain Waterfront Farm and so forth -
but that’s neither here nor there.

The point is, you should quit complaining
about all the bad news that gets reported. There is
always a silver lining, but you have to look for it.
One way you can do this is to read rts pub-
lished by the Spear Foundation. We bring you
Comfort News, so that you may go about your
business in good cheer.

(In the interest of fair play, we should mention that

the Policy Review quarterly is published by a competi-
tor, the Heritage Foundation. We hastily add, howev-
er, that Heritage is dedicated to the elevation of con-
servative principles and is not a good news specialist
per se. If you are in search of upbeat news and analy-
sis, the Spear Foundation is the place to go.)

For example, much has been made lately of the
inordinate. number of senators and members of
Congress who are retiring this year - 13 of the for-
mer and 40 of the latter, at last count. They Safl
there is an atmosphere of incivility on Capitol Hill
and it is driving good people out of the place.

Oh, pshaw. We wan term limits and now
we've got them, and we didn’t have to alter the
Constitution to do it, either. Also, so few of the
naysayers even bother to consider that the nation
will benefit from the departure of some of these
clowns.

Rep. Charlie Rose, D-N.C., a pork-barreller of
the highest order, has been suffering ethical laps-

es for years and has been one of the most aftlent
supporters of the CIA’s psychic research program.
The Flake Caucus might miss him; we won't.

Rep. Jack Fields, R-Texas, likes to shoot African
beasts and hang their heads on his walls. Not to
mention the fact that if you checked the dipstick
in his BS tank, you'd be left wondering why it
isn’t running out of his ears. Fields had to wipe
away tears when he announced his retirement.
Suffice it to say the Spear Foundation is less bro-
ken up about his departure than he is.

Then there’s the matter of Rush Limbaugh’s
dimming popularity. His ratings are slipping, and
one restaurant in Washington had to close down
its “Rush Room” for lack of attendance. This is
clearly bad news for millions of aptly named “dit-
toheads” but wonderful news for the majority of
the nation. Some Spear Foundation boosters are
talking about hiring Dandy Don Meredith to sing
“turn out the lights, the party’s over.”

There’s much more:

— Casual dress is becoming commonplace in
the workplace, according to a survey released by
the Levi Strauss Co. Good news for cotton farm-
ers and rivet makers.

— Eggs might not raise your cholesterol levels
after all, according to a study financed by the Egg
Nutrition Board. Good news for chicken farmers,
egg marketers and quiche lovers.

— Wonderbra is launching a sales campaign in
Asia. Think how this might uplift the economy.

The Spear Foundation. The good news people.
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Pirates of the Month

Lefors High School Pirates of the Month of January are
Tommy Green and Heather Maples. Green, son of Michael
and Connie Green, enjoys playing basketball, football and
mountain climbing. The high school senior plans to attend
college and major in history and political science. Maples,
daughter of Bob and Virginia Maples, is a senior who enjoys
basketball and volleyball. After graduation she plans to go to
college and major in business or secretarial science.

(Special photo)

Teenager confesses to bludgeoning
his family, then cutting their throats

EASTON, Md. (AP) - They
seemed the perfect family. They
took ski vacations together, gath-
ered to watch the Super Bowl,
went to church dances and rarely
argued, friends said.

That picture was shattered
Monday when 16-year-old
Michael Fisher called police and
allegedly told them he had just
bludgeoned his stepfather, moth-
er and brother to death with a
hammer, then slit their throats.

“This is as unusual as it gets,”
said police Chief Walter Chase.

Neighbors in this peaceful
town on Maryland’s eastern
shore watched in disbelief as
officers swarmed around the
two-story white home with
emerald green shutters.

On the porch, a sign read, “The
Fishers, Est. 1992,” the year
schoolteachers Christopher and
Susan Fisher were wed.

“They were just completely the
nicest people you'd ever want to
meet,” said family friend Dan
Paulovich, who loaned Michael
Fisher a truck Saturday so the
teen-ager could attend a church
Valentine’s Day party.

“Mike didn’t do this. ... He
thought of his stepfather as more
of a father than his real father,”
Paulovich said.

Police would not comment on a
motive. They also would not say
when the three were killed, pend-
ing a coroner’s investigation.

Fisher was charged as an adult

with three counts of first-degree
murder and was held without
bond pending a bail hearing
today.

At a brief hearing Monday,
routine questions seemed to
strike Michael Fisher as absurd.
He laughed when asked if he
had any dependents.

“Not that I know of,” he said.

Michael Fisher was waiting for
police when they arrived
Monday morning. They found
the bodies of Christopher Fisher,
27, and Susan Fisher, 41, lying in
a pool of blood in their bed.
David Fisher, 14, was found dead
on his bedroom floor. A hammer
and a large kitchen knife,
believed to be the weapons, were
recovered from the scene, Chase
said.

Mrs. Fisher taught science at
Easton High School and her hus-
band was a 4th-grade teacher in
the neighboring town of Trappe.

Those who worked with
Michael Fisher at a Pizza Hut
called him an All-American boy
and his parents role models.
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Cambodia selling off forests; eco-disaster feared

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) - “Trees
are the future of Cambodia,” exclaim signs
put up by officials around the country.

If they are right, then this already impover-
ished, war-wracked nation has no future: The
government has sold off virtually all its
remaining forests.

In an unprecedented and possibly uncon-
stitutional move, Cambodia’s top leaders
have signed 30 contracts with foreign compa-
nies to log 16 million acres. Some of that is
prime rain forest teeming with rare wildlife
and inhabited by tribal people.

Although the government defends its
actions, environmental groups, opposition
leaders and even King Norodom Sihanouk
have raised an outcry.

“Ministers and officials of the royal
Cambodian government are heavily implicat-
ed in the destruction of Cambodia’s forests
and are sanctioning activities contrary to the
constitution of Cambodia,” the environmen-
tal group Global Witness charged in a report.

Sihanouk has warned that “if this defor-
estation does not stop, Cambodia will be,
alas, a desert country in the 21st century.”

Following the criticism, which began when
the logging concessions were brought to light
last year, the government said it would

review the logging contracts. It has asked the
United Nations and World Bank to conduct a
forest inventory.

But Prince Norodom Ranariddh, one of
Cambodia two prime ministers, recently said
an unspecified number of contracts would be
honored. Among those was one granting a
60-year logging concession on 1.9 million
acres to Samling, a Malaysian company
whose record has been attacked by environ-

mental groups.

The government did say some concessions
would be canceled, but that did not mollify
critics. '

“Idon’t have any faith in their political will
to re-think their forest policy. ()nu the heat is
off, they’ll proceed as before,” Patrick Alley
director of Global Witness, said in an inter-
view.

The London-based group, which first pub-
licized the logging deals, says there is not
“another instance in the world where such a
vast proportion of a country’s forests, situat-
ed in areas with no effective government con-
trol, had been sold in such a short time, and
in such great secrecy, to foreign companies.”

The government maintains it is committed
to protecting the environment. “Forests pro-
tect us from droughts and floods. The envi-

ronment in Cambodia is vital for the survival
of the people,” said Ly Thuch, Cambodia’s
undersecretary of state for the environment

In an interview, he said any logging con-
cessions found to be “against the national
interest” would be canceled.
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