City fears drinking water may not pass

By SHIRLEY ANDERSON
Pampa News Staff
City officials today expressed concern
that Pampa's drinking water might net
meet proposed state regulation revisions
City Manager Mack Wolford said his
office recently was notified and
more stringent standards to be
preliminarily enforced in June
It's the chloride regulation that
concerns me. he saild The new standard
1S to be no more than 250 milligrams of
chloride per liter of water We re running
more than that now

S new

Rewvisions in standards are a result of a
new law called the Safe Drinking Water
Act The national law calls for the
Environmental Protection Agency o
establish regulations. and these rules are to
be enforced by state governments

In Texas. enforcement 1s Lo be handled by
the state Department of Health Resour ces

Ron Freeman. TDHR regional engineer
in Canyon. attended a recent public hearing
in Lubbock concerning the new regulations

Purpose of the hearing was to consider
drinking water quality.  Freeman said

The American Water Works Assoctation
has prepared questions and answers Lo help
consumers understand the new law and its
provisions

What if a ciuzen doesn 't
appearance of his water”

Answer That s upto his state The law s
pnmary regulations are concerned with
public health and are mandatory But the
rules about odor and appearance of
drinking water are called secondary
regulations ~ and have to do with esthelic
characteristics These are only
suggestions. which the states can enforce

like the odor or

He said lowering the chloride content of
Pampa's city water would be financially

impossible
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He described the hear ing as unevent ful
One speaker talked on compliance with
the revised regulations

he said

they want
Suppose a
shortages of necessary chemicals. such as

system runs up against

chiorine”

Answer EPA 1s authorized o issue
certifications of need and to direct
suppliers to deliver needed chemicals to
waler systems

—Suppose a system wants to comply with
the law but can't’

Answer The law provides for (wo
exception circumstances called

variances and ‘exceplions

-What's a vanance”’

Answer [t's officaal permission from the
state or EPA 1o be out of comphance with
some of the regulations. so long as this
doesn't result in ‘unreasonable risk to
health

For instance . if a water source 1s so good

it doesn t need all the treatments thal may
be required. the system can apply for and
recave a variance so It won t have to do the
things that aren  really necessary

On the other hand. the raw water may be
so poor that even the best available
technology won't bring i1t up o snuff That
car earn a vanance ruling too. until
saentists are able to figure out new
methods or materials that solve the
problem Systems will be required to notify
customers of vanances at least every Lhres
months as long as they remain in effect

What s an exemption®
Answer this can be granted to systems
finding themselves unable to meet
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Pampa’s new subway system?
and FM 750 18 slated to be completed in September

Massive concrete sewer lines presently are being instal-
led on the west side of South Cuyler Street as construc-
tion continues on the State Highway Department's im-
provements. The $886 668 project between Highway 60

Court okays school spankings

WASHINGTON (AP) Cor
poral pumishment in public
schools. no matter how severe
does not wiolate constitutional
protections against cruel and
unusual punishment. the Su
preme Court ruled today

In a 54 decision. the court
said schoolchildren have no le
gal recourse when spanked or
paddied by teachers and school
administrators. even when the
punishment is proven to be ex
cessive

The court majority said the
Constitution's Eight Amend
ment protection against cruel
and unusual punishment applies
only to those persons convicted
of a crime

‘The prisoner and the
schoolchild stand in wholly dif
ferent circumstances. sepa
rated by the harsh facts of
criminal convicion and In
carceration. the majority
opinion written by Justice
Lewis F Powell Jr sad

‘We adhere to this long
standing limitation and hold
that the Eighth Amendment
does not apply to the paddling
of children as a means of main
taining discipline in public

schools.  Powell said

Powell was joined by Chief
Justice Warren E Burger and
Justices Potter Stewart. Harry
A Blackmun and Wilham H
Rehnquist

Justices Byron R White. Wil
liam J Brennan Jr . Thurgood
Marshall and John Paul Ste
vens dissented

The court's decision upheld a
ruling by the 5th US Circuit
Court of Appeals which handed
a legal defeat to two Miami
schoolboys who claimed their
rnghts were violated during a

reign of terror by school offi
cials

James Ingraham and Roose
velt Andrews. both 14-year-old
students at Miami's Drew Jun
ior High School in 1970. sued
school officals after being
sanked with a two-footiong
wooden paddie

The two boys. represented in
court by their parents. claimed
the paddlings inflicted serious
injuries and that the school offi
cials illegally denied them
some Lype of hearing before the
paddlings

The Supreme Court's decision
said such hearings are not nec

Gilvin
ing and widening project

Terrill Inc. of Amarillo. 18 handing the rebuild-

(Pampa News photo by Gene Anderson)

essary before spankings are ad
ministered

Powell's opiion noted the
long history of corporal punish
ment's use in public schools
listing examples dating back to
colonial days

Today the court hoids that
corporal punishment in public
schools no matter how severe
can never be the subject of pro

tections afforded by the Eighth
Amendment White said 1n
writing for the dissenters

White said he could not agree
with the ruling because | be
leve that these holdings are in
consistent with the prior deci
sions of this court and are con
trary Lo a reasoned analysis of
the constitutional provisions in
volved

Sissy’s closed
for back taxes

total $2.055 60
Owner Joann Wages. 41. of

Sissy's Lounge was closed
today by state officals

Morton Watson. compliance
coordinator for the Amarillo
field office of the state
comptroller. told The News the
Brown Street bar was closed for
delinquency in payment of city
and state sales taxes

“The taxpayer was very
delinquent after several
months of trying to resolve the
problem. closure is the last
resort.”’ he said

Officials said delinquent Laxes

1200 S Faulkner said. "I don't
owe no taxes. and it's getling
pretty good when the state of
Texas won't let you run a
business

Watson said Mrs Wages has
five days to make necessary
arrangements for payment

Officials inventoried supplies
and fixtures. seized money in
the cash register. posted notices
on the premises and locked the
doors
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contaminant level or treatment lechnique
requirements because of compelling
reasons. including economic factors ~ No
exemption can be granted that might result
in unreasonable health risks Exemptions
carry a specific ime imit The state must
prescribe a schedule to correct the
situation. and public hearings are required

Wofford said that if Pampa's drinking
water should fail to comply with revised
chlorine content regulations. the city wll
ask for a variance or exemption

Our water passed EPA preliminary
standards a year ago. he said "'Whether it
will meet requirements of the revisions
we || just have to wail and see

Trustees buy insurance

for PHS football team

By JANE P. MARSHALL
Pampa News Staff
Ed Lehnick. Pampa school district
athletic director  fought to breathe life into
an addition to the foothall program
Monday
He won the battle for football insurance
which will cost about $3.500. but not without
disagreement among the seven board
members
The group met at 4 pm
Center 321 W Albert
Why don't the players buy their own
insurance” It's not required. Bob Lyle
asked
Insurance 1s a social service and we re
in the education buswiness. Al Smith
commented

What if we bought insurance and said
the school district is not responsible fcr any
costs above what the insurance pays’
Paul Simmons questioned

Curt Beck reported that schools are not
liable for athletic injuries according to
state law

In previous years. the school had paid
costs of injuries not paid by parents
insurance Lehnick said this year the cost
will be more than $6.000 because of three
players who were completely uninsured
The school currently carries $500
deductible major medical for football
players

Several board members questioned
whether buying $30 insurance for football
players at Pampa High School would
eliminate the problem

I think this is the only sensible thing for
the school district to do Lehnick
answered | dont think you can afford not
to do this. but [ don 't see where it would be
fair to make students in football pay $38
when all other athletic students pay $8

It 1s buying the school district
protection against medical bills

in Carver

Buddy Epperson moved to buy the plan
Voting with him were Dawvid Crossman
Beck. Lyle and Bill Arrington. board
president

Opposing the plan were Simmons and
Smith

The request was to offer accident
insurance o all studerts at a cost of $§24 for
24-hour coverage all year or $8 for at-school
and school - sponsored activities coverage
This cost would be paid by parents

A third option would include $30 for
varsity football coverage This would be
paid by the school

The plan would replace the school s
major medical insurance

Lehnick reported to the board that the
additional cost of the new plan could be
paid from the athletic budget because |
plan to ask the school to get out of the
physical exam business =~ Previously the
school has paid for the exams for athletes

In other action before retiring to
executive session to discuss personnel. the
board

—agreed to pay the City of Pampa $2 000
toward an aerial photography project
which will cost $6.200 The photography
would be used by the tax office

—spent $3.506 80 for materials and
equipment for the basic mathematics
program in the elementary school Thirty
cassetle recorders with headsets and other
accessories will be purchased

—~okayed the purchase of a
programmable calculator and accessories
for $2.995 for the new computer math
program which will affect 27 teachers

—tabled a bid for more than $5.000 worth
of equipment for metal trades Cost W the
school district would have been close to
£2.000

Simmons critiaized the bid
asking that "a hittle more thought
the presentation

request
go into

Metal trades 1s one of the more
applicable vocational programs we have
for the commumty.” Smith commented

We're doing a good job in training but |
think that in presenting these things (bids)
we need to have things  1n a way so we'll
know how they are used in a program
I'm not willing to be rushed [ want to be
able to make a decision correctly from a
business standpoint

buy $9.385 in cafeteria equipment
Items include six heated mobile cabinets. a
40 cubic foot holding freezer . a gasrange. a
gas fryer utility dish truck. bake table with
bins. dishwasher and stainless steel
cabinet top

accept all budgetary amendments

We can make this adjustment and still be
balanced budget.  Dwain Walker. business
manager . reported

adopt section B of the revised policy
manual dealing with local school
governance

Walker reporting on the status of the
budget said no unexpected categories
were overspent at present

Board members approved bills which
included $60 for post holes. $96.21 for,junior
high school maps. $1.276.76 for drafting
equipment. $14.102 12 for IBM typewriters
and other equipment. $150 for physicals.
$291 79 for ENMU drama festival.
$11.374 91 for February gas bill. $6 for
Spudnuts for cafeterial meetings. $1.478 25
for student scheduling data processing and
£272 for golf balls

A new basketball coach was the topic of
the executive session The board is
developing a list of those to be interviewed
Bob Phillips. superintendent. said that no
ume himit has been set on applications

T'wenty-one men have applied for the job

All trustees attended the meeting In
Carver Center’ 321 W Albert The next
meeting will be at 7 am May 2 in the
center

House bolsters three Rs

AUSTIN. Tex (AP) — A
back to basics or ‘three Rs
amendment clared the House
today as legislators entered
their fifth day of debate on a

The fact of the matter 1s a

as younger pupils it
Brown said his amendment

would do away

promotion

Rep Dan Kubu

with socia dale

ak

-Rock
bjected that the way W
improve Texas pupils showing
on standardized tests

In Monday s floor session
representatives rejected. 80-66.
an amendment by Rep Luther

Jones D-El Paso. that would
have shifted the bill's emphasis

was W

bill increasing the state s share
ol Foundation School Program
Costs

Representatives approved. 73
70. an amendment by Rep Al
Brown. D-San Antonio. ordering
the Texas Education Agency to
set proficiency standards in
reading. writing and anithmetic
for graduating seniors as well

high school diploma in many
cases 1S nothing more than
proof of an attendance record
Brown said

The school finance bill al
ready has an accountability
section directing the Texas
Education Agency to develop
goals. and Brown said his
amendment would put teeth in

Denver physician
turns down offer

A Denver. Colo . physician
Dr Earl C Hoffer. has turned
down an offer to take over
operation of the Highland
General Hospital emergency
room on weekends. Guy Hazlett
I1. hospital administrator
reported Monday

Hazlett said Barry Breen.
director of accounting
contacted Dr Hoffer by
telephone following an Apnl 11
meeting of the Board of
Managers for Highland General
and McLean General Hospitals

Dr Holfer “‘voiced
displeasure " at an offer of 60 per
cent of gross emergency room
billings for 60-hour weekend
coverage from 7 p.m._Fridays to
7a m Mondays

However. Hazlett said. “'He
has not turned us down in
writing or verbally He said he
would like the board to
reconsider a higher figure —
possibly 65 per cent He hasn't
turned us down flat

A hospital board meeting has
been called for Monday and
Hazlett said he hopes by that
time to have a counter - offer
from Dr Hoffer to offer the
board for consideration

Hazlett first made the request
for an emergency room
physician on behalf of the
hospital’'s medical staff during a
Feb 15 meeting of the board
The proposal was tabled at that
meeting and again at a meeting
March 15

During the April 11 meeting
Hazlett had recommended Dr
Hoffer be offered 75 per cent of
the gross billings

The administrator said he 1s
not sure what the next step will
be He said it is possible the
board may be asked to
reconsider and authorize
offering Dr Hoffer a larger
percentage or the hospital may
advertise for an emergency
room doctor at the 60 per cent
which already has been
approved

lower teacher pupil ratios and
eliminate some of the subjects
mandated by past legislatures

from ltax relefl o equalization
of poor with rich distncts

Johnson convicted
in marijuana case

John Andrew Johnson Il was
onvicted Monday afternoon of
possession of more than four
ounces of marijuana sentenced
to five years. probated. and
fined $500 by 3ist [hstrict Judge
Grainger Mcllhany

In other district court
proceedings Monday and this
morning. Wilham D Powell
entered a plea of guilty on a
delivery of marijuana charge
He was sentenced o five years
probated. 15 days confinement
and a $500 fine

Dean Albin Smith and Charles
Kent Romines entered guilly
pleas to burglary of Pampa High
School and the judge took into
consideration two other
burglary charges against the
two men when passing sentence

Romines and Smith each were
sentenced to seven years
probation. $750 fine. and 15 days
confinement to be served after
school has been dismissed for
the summer

Julian Victor Gaona pleaded
guilty to carrying a prohubited
weapon on a premises hicensed
for the sale of alcoholic
beverages He was sentenced lo
five years in the Texas
Department of Corrections

Conley Bowles was sentenced
to serve 99 days confinement in

the Gray County Jail and fined
§750 after pleading guilty to a
charge of burglary of a vehicle

Three persons charged with
cnmes did not appear in court
and Judge Mcllhany ordered
their bonds forfeited James
Otis Wilhams. Jimmy Wayne
Cook. and Dollie Dorman
Dement

A jury tnial 1s set to begin on
Thursday for Chris Ward Kelly
who 1s charged with burglary
Judge Mcllhany said

The state was represented in
all cases by Harold Comer
district attorney

In Judge Don Hinton's Gray
County Court today . five persons
each were senteced to 30 days in
)ail. probated to six months. and
fined §200 and costs on charges
of driving while intoxicated

Entering pleas of gulity to the
DWI charges were Ray Valdez
Sanchez. 30. of Canadian. Bobby
Gene Ensor. 42. of Skellytown:
and Gary Dean Jones. 18. of
Pampa

Pleas of no contest were
entered by Mark Elhot Curtis
18. of Pampa. and Ry
Newman. 65. of Amarillo

County attorney David
Martindale represented the
state in the county court cases
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TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me
This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our readers so that they can
better promote and preserve their own freedom and enccurage others to see its blessing.
For only when man understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he possesses

can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that all men are equally endowed by their Greatdr, and not by a govern
ment, with the right to take moral action to preserve their life and property and secure more
freedom and keep it for themselves and others.

To discharge this responsibility, free men, to the best of their ability, must understand
and apply todaily living the great moral guide expressed in the Coveting Commandment

(Address all communications to The Pampa News, 403 W. Atchison, P.O. Drawer 2198,
Pampa, Texas 79065. Letters to the editor should be signed and names will be withheld

upon request

(Permission is hereby granted to reproduce in whole or in part any editorials originated
by The News and appearing in these columns, providing proper credit is given.)

IRS and legal boundaries

Tucked away in the Tax reform Act of 1976 —
which, more accurately. would be titled a ‘tax
raise act IS an abscure provision that. by
some imponderable twist of Potomac providence
works out in favor of the put - opon folks who are
squeezed turnip - dry every year by the IRS

The helpful provisions of the latest law require
IRS investigators to follow due judicial process
specifically. they require IRS sleuths to obtain
court - ordered subpoenas in order to snatch
taxpayers financial records

Moreover. under the law the IRS 1s legally
bound to give notice to individuals under
investigation Heretofore. the federal tax
colleciors have been able to seize papers and
property merely on their own say-so

A few bold souls objected and. in a number of
instances. recesved the backing even of tax
supported judges. so great was the outrage
against the very rudiments of Anglo - American
legal heritage Even so the IRS. using
provocation and intimidation. was triumphant in
most such encounters

The extent of such high - handed practices
came to light in Senate hearings prior to passage
of the 1976 “reform  the consequence of which
was that provisions were enacted that -made
government investigators subject to civil suits by
taxpayers in certain instances Among these 1s
the situation wherein a federal prober reveals the

Cancer scare

Coming on the heels of a rash of governmental
bannings of various drugs and other products
isaccharin cyclamates laetrile.  beta blocker
heart disease treatment drugs. aerosol sprays
and tris treated fire - retardant children s
sleep wear 1o name six that have been much in
the news recently) a speech by Dr kE Cuyler
Hammond vice president of the American
Cancer Society and a cancer research expert
comes like a breath of long awaited fresh air

No doubt sensing that irresponsible scare
tactics with respect o cancer are beginning to
adversely affect contributions for cancer
research.as well as public enthusiasm for such
efforts Dr Hammond warned a seminar of
scnce writers gatnered at Sarasota Florida
that scare tactics too often based on little more
than theory could nurt the real war on cancer

Pointing out that scare tactics have caused
people to fear and avoid products later provided

tobe not - guilty of causing the dread disease
Dr Hammond sad that  Some people are
alarmed to a far greater degree than s

warranted by evidence that 1s now at hand about
poussible cancer causing agents in the
environment  They fear to eat anything but
natural food grown without man made
fertilizers and insecticides. and with nothing
added later

Continuing 1n the same vein. the American
Cancer Society executive noted that persons
taking scare campaigns at their face value tend

contents of an individual tax return to an
unauthorized person In addition. the 1976 act set
up a criminal penalty against federal agents for
unauthorized disclosure — a fine up to $5.000 and
aprison term up to five years

S0. guess what happened when the Carter team
ascended to the four - year throne”

Yep. newly installed Attorney General Griffin
Bell wrote a letter to the House Ways and Means
Committee in which tax legislation originates He
addressed another letter to Senator Russell Long
of the Senate Finance Committee In both letters
he asked that the taxpayer protective provisions
of the new law be repealed

The real capper came however when Bell's
associate attorney general. Michael Hagan
suggested that the repeal should be accomplished
by tacking an amendment onto President
Carter s proposed $50 rebate Pending outright
repeal. the Justice Department asked for a delay
in enforcement of the protective provisions so
that the IRS could keep on doing what it had been
doing all along that 1s. seizing papers and
property at its own discretion

Al any rate. the moves pretty well explode the
theory that the [RS can be contained within the
bounds of co-existence with a free society The
alternate theory remains the [RS goes or
freedom goes

tactics hurt

to think air pollution will cause them to die of
cancer as will contact with manifold products of
industry  Consequently he said  tney do not
ask. What 1s harmful” they ask. What f
anything. 1s safe”

Suggesting that the American Cancer Soaety
would having nothing to do with irresponsible
scare tactics Hammond told the assembled
writers tnat. We will get nowhere inovercoming
cancer without long - term public support. not just
in_ money  but in attitudes = With numerous

warnings being 1ssued about things deemed
unsafe the cancer research specialist said. a
growing number of people are becoming
annoyed 1if not angry about the whole affair
They ask. What are they going to prohubit next
sex”

It 1s not our object o frighten people
Hammond empnasized in conclusion. it 1s not
our object to put people out of work. and it s
certainly not our object to take all pleasure out of
life Our object is to reduce the risk of cancer
insofar as 1t 1s feasible to do so The best way to
develop realistic attitudes s to frankly admit the
limitations 1n our present knowledge and our
oresent methods to distinguish between what we
know and wnat we only suspect And when we
speak of risk express the degree of risk in terms
wnicn are meaningful to the average person

Hear' Hear' That was a long time coming and
oh so welcome' Let s nope that the fear mongers
inthe FDA and EPA forimstance are Listening

The turkey most Americans enjoy today comes from a breed we got from England,
which got 1t from Spain which got it, originally, from the Aztecs
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Quote/Unquote

Candice Bergen

"I find that people deal with
me as If | don't have needs
like theirs. As if I never get
lonely or scared or confused

I find it's really hard not
to live my life for what other
people expect of me "

— Actress Candice Bergen, in
a recent interview.

I can think of a lot of
dinner parties where | wish |

Battin’ around

What people
are saying. ..

had brought a book . . . in my
family, we were always en-
couraged to read as much as
possible.”

— Sen. Edward Kennedy, on
Amy Carter’s practice of
bringing books to dinner par-
ties.

“Christianity is a wonderful
thing, but the churches should
be blown up.”

— Rainer Fassbinder, con-
troversial West German
filmaker.

“Young people are not dis-
illusioned in the aftermath of
Vietnam and Watergate.
However, I hope we don’t get
into another period of feeling
that the 30-year-olds are about
to take over the world.
They're not, and they can’t.”
— Joseph Sisco, former State
Department official, now
president of American
University in Washington,
D.C.

“Maybe one day F. Lee
Bailey will be the most

valuable player in the

cellence in men’'s wear

American League. And the| design.

things players are asking —
guaranteed playing time, so
many starts for pitchers . . .
Where will it end? Eventually
you'll have a batter file a
grievance if he gets a
curveball on a 3-and-2 count.”
— Joe Garagiola, on the state
of baseball today.

“We're certainly not going

to make it the main issue. We
have far wider and deeper
problems to talk about
between each other.”
— Sir Peter Ramsbotham,
British ambassador to the
United States, on how the
current Concorde controversy
will affect Anglo-American
relations.

‘I believe that the woman is
alive and well. I feel it is an ar-
tificial facade, a costume,
when she wears his tie, his
pinstripe suit.”’

— Sal Cesarani, winner of the
1976 Coty Award for ex-

“It seems that every time I
open my mouth, I put my foot
in it. Well, I've got a big
mouth and I intend to keep
opening it.”

— Andrew Young, U.S. am-
bassador to the United States,
saying he intends to continue
speaking out on human rights.

Andrew Young

Costs of fed forests treetop high

By C.R. BATTEN

In a recent column. | quoted
forest economist Barney Dowdle
the present
management of the national
forests 1s a fugitive from the
feudal system

Dowdle believes that The
general public 1s convinced
that the Forest Service and
other public agencies manage
forests the way they ought to be
managed  This i1s unfortunate
Dowdle says because. It1s my
opinion  that the public forests
are managed very badly

He asks tne question If
sociely knew what its national
forests were costing. would 1t
even want to keep them”

Dowdle points out that the
assets in land and timber now
ted up in tne national forests
have been esiimated to be worth
about $40 bilhon This s
considerably’ larger than the
assets of Exxon which ranks
highest on the Fortune 500 list
he savs It s also larger than
Number 2 General Motors and
number 3 Texaco pul
together

The national forest are
spending $300 milhion a year
mdre than they take in from the
sale of timber and otner receipts
from their land management
activities

But. Dowdle points out. This
doesn t count the capital costs
that are associated with the

management of those particular
resources. Al a mere six
percent interest rate. the capital
investment costs would increase
the losses to about $2.5 billion
annually

‘This would clearly put the
national forests in a category of
Lockheed or Penn Central or
New York City as the leading
candidate for American
dinosaurs. Dowdle says

Some will ask. “Why should
we charge interest to the
national forests when most of
them. at least. were part of the
public domain and didn't cost us
anything”

Dowdle answers that there 1s
an opportunity cost associated
with nolding any assets — what
opportunities could we take
advantage of by converting that
resource to something else”

The value of a stand of timber.
he says. i1s determined by how
many houses you can build from
it. or perhaps how many
automobiles or motorcycles you
can get from the Japanese if you
trade it to them

Environmentalists will object
to Dowdle's economic analysis
of the national forests. on the
grounds that the national forests
also provide a lot of “amenity
values.” such as water. fish.
wildhife. and scenic beauty

This 1s true.  replies
Dowdle. ~but it 1s not at all
evident that in private

Law vs. Justice

By Don Oakley
If a man walks into a police station and says he has com-
mitted a crime, the police can book him. If later, however, on
the advice of his attorney, he refuses to repeat the confession,
his earlier admission of guilt may not be introduced as

evidence against him

This 1s thanks to the U.S Supreme Court's 1966 Miranda
ruling, which to many people carried the Sixth Amendment
guarantee of the right to counsel in a criminal prosecution, as

well as the definition of
treme

illegal evidence,”' to an absurd ex-

Critics of Miranda lately thought they had a good case for
having the court overturn or at least modify the ruling. It was
a particularly emotion-arousing case, involving the sexual
molestation and murder of a 10-year-old girl on Christmas Eve
in lowa in 1968 The suspect, who was later convicted, had ac-
tually led police to the girl's body

Unfortunately, in persuading him to do so, the police broke a
promise made to his lawyer not to question him in the
lawyer's absence. Because of this, the Supreme Court, by a 5-4
vote, has thrown out the conviction and ordered a new trial, in
which the way the girl's body was found may not be men-
tioned. (Presumably, it will still be permissible to introduce
evidence showing that there once was such a little girl and

that she was once alive )

It would be impossible to add anything to the outrage which
the court’s leading dissenter, Chief Justice Warren E. Burger,
permitted himself to vent over the decision. It would also
serve as little purpose as did his outburst.

Supreme Court justices do not favor the murder of little
girls. Obviously, in reaching their decision, the five justices
were looking beyond the immediate case — to the protection
of the rights of all criminal defendants. They can be credited
with dedication to principle, and maybe even with courage.

Yet in refusing to allow their judgment to be swayed by the
public reaction their decision would predictably arouse, they
may in the long run have placed constitutional rights in
greater jeopardy than if they had tossed Miranda out com-

pletely

Decisions like this are contributing to a growing feeling
among Americans that the courts have got out of hand, that
they are actually abetting crime, that the pendulum has swung
too far in the direction of criminals’ rights. Eventually, there
could be a reaction that would swing the pendulum back to the

other extreme.

At the least, it has served to convince many that the law is
less interested in justice than it is in procedure, that lawyers
are less interested in discovering truth than in playing games

with each other

There is also an incidental question as to how the Supreme
Court thinks the defendant in this case is now to receive the
fair trial he supposedly did not receive the first time. Any
prospective juror who reads the newspapers will know the
details of the first conviction, and although it will not be in the
trial record, it will inevitably be in his or her mind.

There is no reason why we cannot retain Miranda and all the
other hard-won rights that have been established in the past
decade. But there is also no reason why legality cannot be

tempered with common sense.

L

We certainly cannot permit the torture of criminal suspects.
But we ought to be able to trust the ability of juries to deter-
mine in each individual case whether the circumstances sur-
rounding the discovery of certain evidence violated the con-

stitutional rights of the accused.

The administration of justice in this country is being further

and further removed from the people. The Supreme
decision in the lowa case is another

Court’s
step in this process, the

possible ultimate consequences of which are disturbing to con-
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