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Four first place winners and three second place winners display their
projects which took honors in a weekend vocational contest at Plain-
view. For left are Gary Thrasher and Bill Browning, both first place
winners; Mark Fiel, Brent Bailey and Rocky Thomas, all second place
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winners, and Neal Lee and Jeff Skinner, first place winners. The seven
are all students in the metal trades program at Pampa High School.
Other winners are listed on $ge four.

ampa News photo by Michal Thompson)

Exemption put on hold

By TEX DeWEESE
Pampa News Staff

Pampa city commissioners
decided today to take no action
on granting the §3.000
homestead exemption to senior
citizen property owners until
they determine if there is

* enough public demand foe-it

Mayor R.D. Wilkerson and
Commissioners Joe Curtis,
Linden Shepherd and Ray
Thompson indicated they were
not in favor of granting the
exemption at this time
Commissioner Leo Braswell
was out of the aity today

Mayor Wilkerson said he had
found but very little interest
shown in the matter from aty
taxpayers

“It has been the palicy of this
commission and past
commissions, ' the mayor said,
“that no action be taken on the
homestead exemption until a
petition is presented asking for
it

Disposal

By ANNA BURCHELL
Pampa News Staff

The Texas Department of
Public Resources held public
hearings on proposed solid
waste disposal sites for seven
area cities in the Gray County
Courthouse today

Roger Tyler of Austin, hearing
examiner, said, *'We are trying
to take the hearings out where
the people are without their
traveling to Austin to be heard '

He added that the department
has now heard about 125 cases in
all parts of Texas with many of
" them contested

The waste disposal sites, often
referred to as trash dumps, are
ruled on by Dr. Fratis L. Duff
M.D.. director of the state

agency

Coronado

extension

Closing date for the sale of the
Coronado Inn was extended
from April 1 to June | at a
meeting this moming of the
board of directors of the
community - owned hotel

The purchasers, Mr and Mrs
Jack Janes of Clinton. Okla .
requested the extension to
complete their arrangements
for the closing

Announcement of the
extension was made by George
Scott, president of the
Community Hotel Company of
Pampa

He said that the general board
of directors also agreed that the
executive board could grant an
additional extersion to July |
“if necessary.”

Stockholders voted to sell the
hotel on Jan. 20. Represented at
that meeting were 6,650 shares
of the 8,001 out standing shares of
stock. The vote to sell was
unanimous and the stock
represented was more than the

Although the state law has
been in effect for several years
allowing the exemption, the city
has never received a petition.
according to city officals

Commissioner Curtis said he
thought there would be more
people apply for the exemption
“who really didn't need it than
those who needed it "’

The law states local
government may grant the
exemption to homesteaders 65
years or older. Gray County and
the Pampa Independent School
District both :lIready have
approved the tax exempt grant
The county has about 1400
senior taxpayers who have been
receiving the grant since 1973
The school district approved it a
couple of weeks ago

Commissioner Shepherd said
he thought there were “‘too
many ifs and ands ' involved in
the law

His decisions, according to
Tyler. are based an engineering
facts including earth formation,
location to residential areas in
regard to the possibility of its
causing a nuisance, and whether
or not it will pollute the
under ground water

Traveling with Tyler for the
hearings in Pampa were Gen
E A McDonald., chief
accountant, W P. Walker and
Weldon Baker. both professional
engineers with the Texas
Department of Health
Resources

The first hearing on the
agenda this mormning was a 120
acre site for the City of
Shamrock, in which the
department had received no
letters of protest

Inn sale
granted

required two - thirds of the
outstanding shares to approve
the sale

Scott said that a letter
concerning the board's actian in
the extension matter would be
mailed to all hotel stockholders

If adopted locally, it was
explained by City Manager
Mack Wofford, the exemption
would be for only $1.18 of
Pampa’s $1 95 aty tax rate. The
homesteaders still would not get
an exemption for 77 cents which
goes to pay off bonded
inde btedness

City Atty. Bob Gordan told
commissioners the exemption
could either be decreed by the
City Commission for a
referendum vote of the people
could be called to decide it

After lengthy discussion,
commissioners agreed with
Mayor Wilkerson's suggestion to
table the matter until public
reaction is determined

“If there is enough interest we
will consider it later.”" the
mayor said

In other action at today's
regular meeting of the
commission in City Hall, a new

sites

Noel Walton, aty manager,
testified that the aty is changing
its landfill operation from

trenching to a pit method, as
ordered by the city council in
February

Residential charges, he said,
have increased from $1.50 to §2

ten year contract with
Southwestern Public Service Co
calling for an overall 28 per cent
increase in the cost of city street
lighting was approved by a3to 1
vote. The dissenting vote was
cast by Commissioner
Shepherd

The new contract will increase
the cost of operating the city's
1.300 street lights from
approximately $56,000 a year to
around $70,000 annually

There was further discussion
on the offer of Cabot Corp to
construct a park on two lots east
of the Hughes Bldg. and present
it to the aty

Commissioners decide to have
the city further pursue the
maintenance cost df the park

City Manager Wofford said it
is hoped the park design can be
changed some to make the park
easier to maintain

Commissioners approved a

fire protection contract with
Gray County which would set a
yearly minimum charge of
$14.176 and a $260 per run cost
exceeding that total

Commissioners continued
until April 13 the public hearing
on proposed removal of
abandoned buildings at 813
Campbell, 715'2 Henry, 331 - 33
Sunset Pr . and 509 Roberta

Tuesday. April 13. was set to
receive bids on the purchase of
six new police patrol cars

Three bids were recaived for a
three year lease on land
described as the north ‘2 Section
76. Block 3. I&GN Survey
Awarding of the bid was set for
the next regular meeting

Commissioners also approved
investment of $1.492,000 in idle
city funds at 5% per cent
interest offered by Citizens
Bank & Trust Co

iscussed

monthly since the nitial
application was made

Tyler said a decision in each of
the hearings held here would be
forthcoming within the next 60
days

Other locations on the agenda
today included a five - acre site
near Higgins. two sites near
Booker — one four acres and the

other five acres. a 10 8 acre site
near Turkey, a 320 - acre site

near Follett.; and Customized
Service of Amarillo is seeking
approval of a 25 - acre site near
Sanford

Shirley Smith of Perryton was
court reporter for the hearings

House studies water rights

AUSTIN, Tex. (UPI) — The
House Natural Resources Com-
mittee has formed a subcom-
mittee to study water rights in
Texas

Today’s News
Pa

CQlassified
Comics
Crossword
Editorial

On The Record
Sports,
Horoscope

It is for service you are here,
not for a throne
— Thomas A. Kemphis

ges
11
8

2

4

4

9

H

“Particular attention will be
paid to ownership of Coiorado
River water utilized in connec
tion with the South Texas
Nuclear Project,” Rep. Tom
Craddick, R-Midland. said Mon
day

The Texas Water Rights
Commission last month ex
pressed concern about the cost
of delaying the nuclear project
and approved a contract for the
project to buy water from the
Lower Colorado River Au
thority

Attorney General John Hill
said the water belonged to the
state, not the LCRA, and vowed
to file suit against the three-
man water rights commission
because it acted outside its
powers

The contract allows the
nuclear project — owned by
utilities in Houston, San Antoni-
o, Austin and Corpus Christi —
to use up to 102,000 acre feet of
water annually from the river to
cool Its generators

The agreement requires the
project to pay LCRA $10 an acre
foot for the water — which will
increase operating costs $36
million to $50 million during a
50 year period

Austin and San Antonio city
dficials threatened to withdraw
from the project because of
Increasing costs

The subcommittee will meet
in late April or early May,
pending the completion of staff
investigation.”’ Craddick said

Miami sweeps contest

MIAMI — The high school
band in this town was awarded a
sweeptstakes trophy Monday in
a University Interscholastic
League (UIL) concert and sight
reading contest at Panhandle.

It is the first time in the
history of Miami for the high
school band to snag such an
honor. Miami High has had a
band only for the past five years

Director Fred Pankratz
organized the band and has been
its anly director. The group

consirts of 48 members from
grades 7 through 12

“When you start a program
from scratch like that it's
difficult,”” Pankratz said ‘‘But
the school board md town have
been real generous. "

The director said that, ““As [ar
we know it is the first time in
UIL competition that a Class B
school has earned a sweepstakes
trophy "

In order to earn the honor, the
school had to get top ratings (1)

in a fall marching contest held
at West Texas State University
in Canyon, then two more ones
— sightreading and concert — at
the Panhandle contest

Pankratz said that the band
had no extra rehearsals after
school hours with the exception
of a Sunday concert before
Monday's competition.

“It takes a lot of hard work
from the kids," the director
said. ‘‘Many of them go home to
do chores after school and then

they pick up their horn and work
on it for awhile

He said that when the band
returned Monday evening, a
conwy of cars met the bus and
they were paraded through
downtown Miami.

“The kids are thrilled to
death,'' the director
commented

Miami's next opportunity to
hear their high school band will
be on May 11 at a pops concert in
the high school auditorium

Name, reputation
not protected

WASHINGTON (UPI —
Supreme Court ruled swawday
that a person's good name and
reputation are not
constitutionally protected
rights, and he therefore cannot
sue under federal law when
public officials wrongly label
him a criminal

The court reversed a lower
tribunal’s ruling that a Louisvil-
le, Ky.. newspaper photogra
pher could sue the local police
chief in federal court for
distributing a flyer labeling him
an active shoplifter

At the time, the photog-a-
pher, Edward Charles Dawis 111,
had only been charged with
shoplifting. and the charge la'er
was dismissed.

Justice William J. Brennan
Jr.. joined by Byron R. White
and Thurgood Marshall, regis-
tered sharp dissent in an opinion
which said “the potential of
today's decision is frightening
for a free people. "

Davis filed suit in federal
court charging Louisville Police
Chief Edgar Paul and Jefferson

County Police Chief Russell
McDaniel had violated hs
rghts )

The suit was dismissed as
groundless in district court, but
the 6th US. Circuit Court of
Appeals reversed, holding that if
what Davis alleged was true, he
would have constitutional
grounds for a damage suit under
the 14th Amendment’s
guarantee of due process of law

In a 20-page opinion, Rehn-
quist said the 14th Amendment
does not protect an individual
from loss of his good reputation
through the acts of government
officials unless the person also
loses a protection afforded by
the law, such as his driving
license or government em-
ployment

Rehnquist said loss of reputa-
tion 1s not ‘“‘liberty” or
“property’ under the 14th
Amendment and therefore is not
constitutionally protected

Rather than sue under federal
law. Rehnquist said., Dawis
should have sued in state courts

under traditional defamation
laws

But Brennan said the majori-
ty decision allows police to “‘on
their own initiative and without
trial constitutionally condemn
innocent individuals as crimi-
nals and thereby brand them
with one of the most stigmatiz-
ing and debiliating labelsin our
society."’

In other opinions today, the
court

—Held. in a case involving a
Los Angeles gambler, that
federal tax returns listing illegal
income can be used as evidence
in a criminal prosecution of the
taxpayer

—Ruled that the state of
Alabama cannot convict per-
sons of selling obscene matter
without allowing them a chance
to prove the material was
wrongfully declared illegal.

—In an 890 ruling. dismissed
as premature one of two appeals
claiming that a private
employer must include preg-
nancy in the company employe
disability plan

Hearst lawyers thwarted

SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) —
Probation officers today began
interviewing Patricia Hearst in
order to recommend to the judge
what kind of sentence she should
receive for her bank robbery
conviction

Miss Hearst will be sentenced
April 12. She faces a maximum
term of 35 years, and a
minimum term of probation

Meanwhile, behind-the-scen-
es legal maneuvering was
taking place, possibly toward a
deal whereby the newspaper
heiress may receive lenient
treatment in exchange for her
testimony against other mem-
bers and associates of the
Symbionese Liberation Army

Defense attorneys were re-
buffed Monday in their attempts
to keep her in San Francisco
until her sentencing, rather than
go to Los Angeles for
arraignment on kidnaping,
assault and robbery charges

During her trial, Miss Hearst
implicated several others, in-
cluding SLA members William
and Emily Harris, sports
activist Jack Scott and his wife
and parents, Steven Soliah and
his sisters and Wendy
Yoshimura. In order to win a
lighter sentence and perhaps

tour of the National Guard Armory Monday

immunity from prosecution on
other charges, Miss Hearst
could agree to testify against the
others

Chief Federal Probation Of-
ficer Harry W. Schioetter,
accompanied by Deputy Charles
J. Roberts. went to the San
Mateo County Jail this morning
to begin their interviews.

Defense attorney Albert John-
san also was granted the right to
be present by Judge Oliver J.
Carter. presumably because of
the possibility Miss Hearst
might be asked about other
possibly incriminating actions,
particularly the ‘‘missing year"’
about which she refused to
testify at her trial.

Besides the interviews with
Miss Hearst. the probation
report, which will be used by the
judge in determining her
sentence, normally includes
such things as interviews with
her friends and family, bio-
graphical material, and a
review of the crime

Miss Hearst's attorneys, in
attempting to keep her at the
San Mateo County Jail until her
sentencing. told Carter she
would be in "‘great danger’ in
Los Angeles. They did not
elaborate

Carter said she would be
transferred by U.S. marshals by
the end of the week, after a
probation officer completes pre-
sentence interviews with Miss
Hearst

she was convicted Saturday on
charges of bank robbery and
using a firearm in the
commission of a felony Satur-
day, he set sentencing for April
19.

question.

He said their defenses were
different and “the law is clear
that defendants with inconsist-
ent defenses cannot be tried with

Young inductees
Cub Scouts Chris Green, left, and Jay Baird try on helmets for
e e &~

two scouts are members

411 and attend school at Lamar Elementary. Fay Coleman is the pack’s den
mother. Vernon Day conducted the tour.
(Pampa News photo by Michal Thompson)
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EVER STRIVING FOR TOP O’ TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our readers so that they can
better promote and preserve their own freedom and encourage others to see its blessing
For only when man understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he possesses
can he develop to his utmost capabilities

We believe that all men are equally endowed by their Creator, and not by a govern
ment, with the right to take moral action to preserve their life and property and secure more
treedom and keep it for themselves and others

To discharge this responsibility, free men, to the best of their ability, must understand
and apply to daily living the great moral guide expressed in the Coveting Commandment.

(Address all communications to The Pampa News, 403 W. Atchison, P.O. Drawer 2198
Pampa Texas 79065. Letters to the editor should be signed and names will be withheld

upon request

(Permission is hereby granted to reproduce in whole or in part any editorials originated
by The News and appearing in these columns, providing proper credit is given.)

The ‘economics’ of politicians

Anyone whose economic
knowledge is gained mostly
from listening to politidans
knows that the cost of gasoline is
so high because oil companies
make obscene profits, and the
cost of food is so high because
the supermarket industry
gouges consumers. At least
that's the impression conveyed
by those who are intent on
breaking up the major il
companies, and by a Federal
Trade Commission claim that
“at least $1.25 billion could be
saved'' by breaking up
supermarket chains, thus
making the market more
competitive

There's something quaint
about the vision of ma and pa
grocery stores and of another
dozen,or so varieties of gasoline.
But serious economic palicy
should not be based an such
yearnings. The only logical
reason to fragment the oil and
supermarket industries, as
distinct from reasons of dogma
or spite, would be to make them
more competitive. and thus
reduce costs. Yet the record
shows little sign of anti -

Guest editorial

OSHA

By H.C. GORDON

Half a century ago, a noted
Supreme Court Justice —
remembered today as an
outstanding liberal — warned us
that we should be most on our
guard whenever the government
seeks to provide for our welfare.
“Men born to freedom,” he
declared, ‘‘are naturally alert to
repel invasion of their liberties
by evil - minded rulers. The
greatest dangers to liberty lurk
in insidious encroachments by
men of zeal; well - meaning but
without understanding.”

If that warning ever needed a
textbook example to prove its
validity, there could be no better
choice than the present
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration

Created by Congress in 1970
for the commendable purpaose of
improving worker safety, OSHA
has since emerged as a classic
case of regulatory overkill: an
expensive and
counterproductive federal
agency whose chief

compet itive concentration

The net profit of all food
chains in 1974 amounted to less
than $700 million, or slightly less
than 1 per cent of total sales
Thus in order to reduce profits
by the amount suggested by the
FTC, supermarkets would have
to go out of business or operate
at a loss ‘

Supermarket gross operating
margins have increased during
the past 20 years from 16 per
cent of sales to slightly more
than 23 per cent. But that's
largely because of rising labor
costs and rising taxes. During
that same time profits declined
slightly. So did the chain stores’
share of total food business,
down from 44 per cent in the late
1950s to about 39 per cent today

Gasoline prices and profits
are similarly misunderstood. No
one needs to be reminded that
gasoline prices have risen since
the OPEC cartel began flexing
its muscles. But oil industry
analyses show that oil
companies aren't exaggerating
when they say they make a
profit of anly about two cents an
every gallon of gasoline sold In

accomplishment thus far has
been to menace our national
liberty and prosperity /
* No one is opposed to greater
job safety, but it is dubious, to
say the least, that the methods
adopted by OSHA constitute the
best approach toward that end.
To begin with, the regulations
issued by the agency are
masterpieces of confusion. Not
only do they run to hundreds of
pages of fine print, but they are
technical to the point of using
trigonometric equations to
define “ladder’” and ‘“‘exit™. It
is. in short, scarcely possible for
the average employer to
understand the regulations,
much less comply with them
Furthermore, OSHA officials
are not permitted to advise
employers as to the proper way
of meeting the regulations
Employers must guess at their
meaning, and woe betide them if
they guess wrong. The
enforcement procedures
authorized by Congress are
more appropriate to a police
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fact, only Exxon reports making
that much; Standard of
California, Mobil. Phillips
Petroleum and Texaco report
making no more than 1'2 cents a
gallon. The big winners in the
gasoline sweepstakes are the
federal and state governments,
which collect six times as much
in taxes per gallon as the
companies earn in profits and
some of the most spectacular
Increases in gas pump prices
are attributable to state tax
boots

It's under standable, of course,
that not many Congressmen who
talk about helping the consumer
even hint at reducing gasoline
taxes. Nor do we hear any
convincing explanation of how
atomizing the oil or
supermarket industry would
preserve economies of scale
Maybe we just have to take their
word that this will happen. The
problem with that is, their word
hasn't been too reliable so far,
not when it comes to making
useful distinctions between
economic fact and fancy.

— Wall Street Journal

iron hand of welfare

state than a democracy

Under the law, an OSHA
inspector can descend on any
business in the country —
unannounced and without a
search warrant, conduct his own
investigation, decide for himself
if the regulations have been
violated, and levy what he
considers an appropriate fine.
Shouid the employer choose to
contest the fine through the

courts, he may do so, but OSHA

has the power to increase the
fine if he does.

In other words, OSHA — for
the first time in the history of
Anglo - Saxon jurisprudence —
combines the offices of
policeman, prosecutor, judge,
jury. and bailiff in the person of
a single government agent. This
practice may actually be
unconsitutional, and is currently
being challenged before the
Supreme Court

Meanwhile, it is costing the
taxpayers millions of dollars to
enforce OSHA regulations, and
private business pay many
millions more to comply with
them. The result: higher taxes,
higher prices for consumers,
and only minimal improvement
in worker safety.

The crowning irony of this
whole incredible situation is that
despite its sweeping coercive
powers, OSHA has failed to
discharge its original mandate.
According to a study just
released by the American
Enterprise Insititute, the
available data reveals that
OSHA has effectively decreased
the accident rate for American
manufacturing industries by
less than one per cent.

Think of it! A powerful new
bureaucracy created to
guarantee safe working
conditions, the Bill of Rights
side - stepped, millions of dollars
spent — and practically nothing
accomplished

Was OSHA even necessary in
the first place” Possibly not.
Before OSHA was created,
private businesses — by no
means unaware that safety is
also profitable — employed
35000 safety experts of their
own. That figure, incidently, is
five times the number of
inspectors currently employed
by OSHA

Should the task of improving
worker safety then be returned
to private hands? It is a
legitimate question. But
whatever the answer may be,
there must be a better
alternative to OSHA.

The oldest national anthem
is that of Japan in which the
words date from the 9th
century!
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and Tribune Syndicate

"I thought you said all the Nixons' stuff was out of

the closets."

Ray Cromley

Reagan campaign
misses delegate point

By Ray Cromley

WASHINGTON — (NEA) — The Florida results show clear-
ly that Ronald Reagan and his managers failed to apply the
lesson they claimed they learned in New Hampshire. The
Californian picked up almost half the popular vote, but came
out of Florida with not much more than a third of the
delegates

In between, in Massachusetts and elswhere, Mr. Ford has
continued to pick up two delegates for every one gathered by
Reagan.

Now there’s a great hue and cry about the Illinois contest
between Reagan and Mr. Ford. But delegates to the
Republican National Convention are chosen in separate races.
And again, the numbers of delegates chosen who are com-
mitted to Mr. Ford and Reagan respectively may have little
relationship to the direct votes  for the two candidates
themselves.

The Reagan men continue to insist they’re out for delegates,
that they re aiming to arrive at Kansas City in August with the
majority necessary to win.

They talk of Texas, California and other major areas they
count on winning big. And they note with satisfaction that in
some important states, delegate strength is tied directly to the
popularity vote for the two Republican presidential can-
didates.

But it is becoming clear the actual Reagan strategy may in
fact be quite different.

What seems evident, in fact, is that Reagan is counting on
-emotions rising so high at the convention itself that the men
and women there will swing to his banner.

Now there is no doubt that Reagan on a platform outpoints
Mr. Ford two to one. Likewise in practically any assemblage
where personal appeal is crucial. Mr. Ford’s magnetism is on
the ho-hum side. Not even his best friends suggest that he pulls
audiences to their feet in enthusiastic outbursts.

So in theory there’s some logic on the side of those who
argue Reagan can capture the convention regardless of
primary results and the trend of delegate commitments. It
has happened.

But for this emotional Reagan steamroller to be effective,
Reagan must begin getting a higher percentage of the
delegates. And there must be a higher proportion of delegates
not bound to either man than have been chosen in the contests
so far staged.

That is, for this Reagan strategy to have a chance, Mr. Ford
must not go into the convention with enough votes to win on
the first ballot

Now it appears that 1976 is quite different from some past
convention years, in that far and away the majority of
delegates may go firmly committed, for the early convention
votes at least

In fact, for the past several conventions, the selection of '

GOP presidential candidates has been decided well before the
conventions opened. Barry Goldwater had the nomination well
sewed up in 1964. So did Mr. Nixon in 1968 and 1972.

What this analysis suggests, then, is that Reagan had better
do some reorganizing of his campaign tactics and his cam-
paign staff. There's been an unreality about their expectations
which has boomeranged when . the results came over the
wires.

Berry's World
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“Oh — THAT wiretapping!”

Barbs

By PHIL PASTORET

Leave wellenough alone and
the boss will toss it back to be
fixed.

One of the best hangover
preventives is to drink four
glasses of cola — not before or
after — instead of.

/,\)\ \\

Artists who goof-off are
lazy till they're famous. —
then they're temperamental.

Listening to one’s con-
science is a severe test for
acute hearing.

The Jan. 3, 1776 issue of the
North Carolina Gazette
carried an editorial stating
that “‘in order to become a
happy, wealthy, powerful and
respectable people, we must
first have independence, se-
cond neutrality, arid third,
open ports to all powers ex-
cept Britain,”” The World
Almanac recalls

Thought

He was praying in a certain
place, and when he ceased,
one of his disciples said to
him, ‘“Lord, teach us to pray,
as John taught his disciples.”
— Luke 11:1.

“Help us God, and give us
light so that we don’t stand in
our own way, let us do from
morning till night what should
be done, and give us clear
ideas of the consequences of
our actiohs.”” — Johann
Goethe, German dramatist
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There is more iron. in three

large eggs than in three

ounces of tuna,
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Tom Tiede

Gus Hall still a
toothless threat

By Tom Tiede

WASHINGTON — (NEA) — It is difficult now to imagine
Arvo Gus Hallberg as the scourge of America, a man so
notorious he had to alter his name to get work. Yet Gus Hall
and his American Communist party threw fear into millions in
days past. Now 65 and 57 years old, respectively, he and it are
only shadows of what was, and serve for most Americans as
merely a reminder that there are few political monsters here
who warrant the worry given to them.

Assuredly, there was something of a viable U.S. Communist
menace when Hall wasein the tabloids. The party in 1943 had
an estimated 100,000 members, in silly cells from Bangor to
Berkeley, each in a sense owing some allegiance to Soviet
Union direction. Yet the American reaction failed to take into
account the strength of the nation and the weakness of the
enemy. Reds are not supermen, as Edwin O. Reischauer has
since said, “Their feet of clay extends up to their brains.” In
sum, we gave Gus Hall too much credit.

A scourge? A worry? American demecracy is in fact for-
tunate that Hall has been in charge of those who would do it in.
For 40 years an influentjal Communist organizer, he has
succeeded only in proving to the U.S. people that his ideas are
unappealing. If there were opportunities for Communist ad-
vancement here, Hall has not recognized them. Almost
forgotten now, except for his quadrennial and quixotic
presidential campaign, he is a figure of failure.

His presidential attempts, actually, are a measure of the
futility of American communism under Hall. He spent $200,000
last time around, and got 25,222 votes, some of them cast in
humor or in error. This year more will be spent — God forbid
he qualifies for matching funds - and in the process he will as
ever claim that ballots for a Communist are nails in the cof-
fins of the Rockefellers and monopolists. Hall talks like that a
lot. It is one of his problems. The last time he gave a public
speech even the Left left.

Hall's campaign is undoubtedly worker-oriented. He
promises a 30-hour week for 40 hours pay, which is probably
why there are alwaysa few who'll pull his lever. Beyond this
the campaign is hinged to the Bicentennial, Hall explaining
that the recent revolutionary victories in Vietnam and Angola
are in keeping with the breakaway from King George;
otherwise, he says, a Jefferson or Adams returning to
America today ‘‘would be ashamed of the nation.”

One of the things Jefferson would be ashamed of, says Hall,
is the continuing concern here over the Soviet Union. Hall has
spent his life urging trust of Moscow. Even now, while Com-
munist parties in Europe and elsewhere prosper from in-
creased independence from Russia, Hall insists that the future
of the American CP, thus the future of America, is as one with
the resting place of Lenin. Constantly on guard against new
thoughts, Hall has passed the word to his (approximately 7,-
500) members that anti-Sovietism is not to be.

It is ironic that Russia has seldom replied in kind to Hall's
devotion. Seen in Moscow years ago as a lightweight, the
Soviet world treats him merely with tolerance. Candid Com-
munists say Hall is humored by Russians, his staying power is
appreciated, but that the only reason he is not shuffled aside is
that his heirs are even less swift than he.

To his credit, Hall has hung on. Other leftists come and go —
whatever became of SDS? — but Hall’s CP remains the most
active and obstinate organization of this kind of US. ex-
tremism.

The party newspaper, The Daily World, continues to have a
40,000 press run. The grimy party headquarters on New York's
26th Street continues to receive some small contributions. The
old bomb throwers continue to get together with the new
radicals in quiet local sessions, dreaming of the day when
private property is abolished.

And of course the quest for the White House goes on never
ending. The party hopes to be on ballots in 25-30 states this
year, a group of workers has been gathered, a-publicist haseven
been employed. Gus Hall for President. Is anybody anywhere
really worried anymore?

“When you rejoice over being young, and notice how well
you feel, that is age.” Jules Renard

Worn-out Romeo
Gets a Tune-up

By Abigail Van Buren

® 1976 by Chicago Trnibune N. Y, News Synd. inc

DEAR ABBY: I am 49. Joe is 50. I thought we had a
pretty good 30-year marriage. Joe never was much of a
Romeo, but that never was a problem as 1 was usually
pretty pooped at the end of the day and I'm not exactly a
sexpot myself.

Well, imagine the shock I got when a 30-year-old divorcee
who works for Joe phoned here in the middle of the night to
tell him that she had taken 30 sleeping pills and to say
goodbye, because she didn't want to live without him! (I
was right next to him and heard every word she said.)

Joe jumped out of bed, threw some clothes on and was out
of the house in three minutes. Meanwhile I sat there in a
daze.' Well, to make a long story short," Joe got her to a
hospital, they pumped her stomach out and she lived.

Now he is trying to tell me that she is just a “kid” who
had a crush on him—he saw her at her place a couple of
times and that’s all there was to it. She's still working for
him, and Joe says since she’s got two kids to support, he
sees no reason for letting her go.

Now when he goes to Lodge on Mondays, bowls on
Tuesdays and plays cards on Thursdays, I wonder where he
REALLY is. v

I offered him a divorce, and he said he wouldn’t consider
it. He insists he “loves” me. Of course I can’t trust him
anymore, but | don’t know what to do. Can you help me?

PERPLEXED

DEAR PERPLEXED: Tell Joe that for the sake of your
own peace of mind you think the two of you should talk over
the situation with a professiongl counselor. If he refuses to
go—go without him. .

DEAR ABBY: This is an S.0.S. I just received a letter
fmnfmfriends;iyingthanhcm i
a gift to me. Abby, there was no in the envelope. In
fact, the envelope wasn’'t even m’

The money could have fallen out or even been stolen. Or
perhaps she may have to enclose it.

How should I reply? If I her and she never enclosed

thenmy.-he'ﬂmwlw-mltdlhathmmm

money in the envelope, it like I'm grabby.
-HowmldyouhndbmAbby? 3i

¥

PUZZLED
‘ memwmzuuum-u

-




Supporters fight for bill

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Con-
gressional and private support-
ers of proposed family and child
care legislation are fighting
charges the bill would infringe
on parental rights

The new proposal to provide
day care and other services,
similar to the vetoed bill, has
been attacked by groups and
individuals charging that it
would give government undue

preschool education ‘compul-
sory’ for all children beginning
at the age of three, " the
religious groups said

“These charges are totally
inaccurate,”’ they said. '“There

including the National Council of
Churches, National Confer-
ence of Catholic Charities and
the National Council of Jewish
Women.

Sen. Walter Mondale, D-

children and assistance to
families with special needs
Joint House and Semale
subcommittee hearings have
been held. Legislative sponsors
are trying to determine *‘wheth-

DURANT, Okla. (UPI) —The
children who found the cookies
in a coffee can on the seat of a
pickup truck thought they were
eating vanilla wafers. Instead,

" authorities said, the cookies had

been dusted with rat poison for
extermination use.
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Cookies poison children

first day of National Poison
Prevention Week.

The older Whaley brother had
been flown from Durant tp an
Oklahoma City hospital Sunday
night, then transferred by air
ambulance to the Denver
hospital where he underwent
dialysis to remove the poison

poison from the dog's body.
Samples of tissue taken during
autopies of the dead children
were being analyzed by the state
medical examiner's office,
Authorities suspected the
chemical used to treat the
wafers was either flourcaceta
mide or sodium fluorcacetate.

all The three-year $1.85 billion authority over family life, said is nothing in this legislationthat  Minn_. a chief sponsor, said the € it makes sense lo wait for . ? :

in measure Ys similar to legisla- an interreligious statement in relates to religious prefer- legislation is being subjected to  better economic conditions or to Authorities Monday delayed from hisblood. State Agriculture Department

re tion vetoed by President Nixon defense of the new legislation. ences or religious instruction:  “one of the most distorted and  Pass a smaller bill" that would filing charges against an Authorities said the wafers spokesman Jim Gassaway said .

as in 1971 as “the most radical “In fact, some groups have nothing that relates to or alters  dishonest attacks | have wit- Cost less, said a Senate aide employe of an extermination apparently had been left in a  permits for use of products

re piece of legislation to emerge charged that the proposed  the existing legal relationship nessed in my 15 years of public The aide said the bill is dead ©ompany pending positive iden-  coffee can on the seat of a pickup  containing the suspected chemi-

‘ from the 92nd Congress'' legislation would make the between parents and their service." for this session. She citedits cost  tification of the poison. truck parked at an apartment  cals had to be renewed each

ist because of what he said were its  government ‘responsible for children and nothing that The bill would establish @samajor factor in the decision Mc%'s"'c' _:""”‘ey '3“[')" complex year and none had been renewed

ad “family weakening implica- the religious interests of your provides for compulsory pre- . programs providing day care, ' take no'further action during r ah;y - qset:ispect. A v this year ‘

to tions. " child'; give ‘children the right to  school education or for compul-  pre-natal health services, food this Congress :dacﬁa?‘ remolgabl in c‘”:j bz ““The children saw it and Another department -official

et Conservatives called the ear- protection from any exces- sory servicesof any kind." and nutrition projects, aid for rges probably would be  thought they found a can of said products containing the
to lier bill “child control” and sive claims made on them by The statement was issued by  handicapped children, special Most il giad cae filed today. McGahey also said  vanilla wafers,” McGahey said.  chemicals 'had been off the
he communistic legislation. ' ivi izati i N Sty aboutan he was researching state law to  “They ate them and fed themto  market in Oklahoma for at least -
as stic legislation their parents’; and make 13individuals and organizations  services for minority group inch of water per week. determine exactly what charges  the dog." Sows Yobrn

In would apply in the case. The dog's body was taken to a Use of the chemicals, “‘re:

John Whaley, 4. died Monday veterinary laboratory at gardless of where it was
ar- ina Derver hospital. He was the  Stillwater, Okla., for an autopsy ~ obtained, is in violation' of the

n brother of one of the earlier when the children began law,”’ said James Curtis,

as victims vomiting and showing other director of entomology and plant

,:1( Joseph Whaley, 2. and Tracy  gymptoms of illness. Workers industry of the agriculture

st Bershirs, 3, died Sunday, the were unable to analyze the - department.
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