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Low tonight in low 40s,
high tomorrow in mid
70s. See Page 2 for
weather details.

AMARILLO — State law-
makers from the Panhandle
announced Monday their
intentions to run for re-elec-
tion in 1996.

Rep. Warren Chisum joined
with Rep. David Swinford,
Rep. John Smithee and Sen.
Teel Bivins at the Texas Tech
Health  Sciences Center
School of Pharmacy for the
announcement.

The Panhandle team
stressed that they are efficient
as a group because they work
well.

“Together we’'ve been
much more successful than
we could have ever been
speaking as single voice,”
Chisum said in a press
release.

PAMPA — Three local
school bands will perform
tonight in the annual Nona
Payne Christmas concert at
M.K. Brown Auditorium and
Civic Center.

The high school band will
perform “Brazilian Sleigh
Bells,” “Thirteen Days of
Christmas,” “On a Hymn
Song of Philip Bliss,” and
“Sleigh Ride,” director Bruce
Collins said.

Also performing will be the
Patriot Red Band, composed
of seventh and eighth
graders, and the sixth grade
Patriot Blue Band.

The concert begins at 7 p.m.

PAMPA — The
Community Awareness and
Emergency Response com-
mittee will meet in regular
session Wednesday at 1:30
p-m. in the M.K. Brown
Auditorium and Civic
Center’s Heritage Room.

Items on the agenda
include training committee
report, community project
update and ID badge/office
equipment project.

Also on the agenda is a
discussion of the TRAN-
SCAER program by Pampa
Hoechst Celanese employees
Jerry Hunt and Randy
Zimmer.

Meetings are open to the

public.

PAMPA — Hans Klingler,
West Texas regional director
of Sen. Phil Gramm, will
make a brief appearance here
Thursday afternoon to unveil
the senator’s new tax credit
plan.

Klingler will speak at
Community  Day  Care
Center, 1100 Gwendolen,
Thursday at 2 p.m., according
to Sondra Ziegler, a
spokesperson in Klingler’s
Lubbock office.

Klingler ~ will  discuss
Gramm'’s proposed $500 per
child tax credit, telling how
many children in the county
qualify for the cut and how
many local dollars would not
be sent to Washington,
Ziegler said.

Classified
Comics
Editorial

Lefors OKs signs for
Neighborhood Watch

By CHIP CHANDLER
Staff Writer

LEFORS - City council mem-
bers voted Monday night to allow
the placement of Neighborhood
Watch signs on street signs in
town after a number of questions
from local Girl Scouts member
Angie Turpen

A spring community meeting
sponsored by the local 4-H chap-
ter started the process of organiz-
ing a Neighborhood Watch, but
orders for signs requested at that
meeting were not ordered until
Monday morning.

After the initial order of signs
arrives, a community meeting
will be held at City Hall for distri-
bution and other organizational
matters, said Molly Turpen, an
organizer of the project.

Also after the first signs arrive,
the Girl Scouts will take over the
project.

Mayor Derl Boyd said that the
Lions Club will purchase three
large signs announcing the
Neighborhood Watch project for
the main entrances into town.

In other action, the council
tabled discussion on a request
from Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone to allow Pampa residents

to pay phone bills in Lefors.

Lefors has a billing machine
that allows personal payment on
phone bills, and SWBT has said
that the town needg to build up
the volume of usage of the
machine.

The council tabled action until a
contract arrived.

At the start of the meeting, City
Attornev Rick Harris announced
his retirement from his position
and  recommended  County
Attorney Todd Alvey as his
replacement.

The council retired into execu-
tive session to discuss the possi-
bility of employing Alvey, but
took no action when they tecon-
vened. Alvey said that he would
check with the state attorney gen-
eral’s office on the legality of hiy
serving as both Gray County
attorney and Lefors city attorney.

In other business, Boyd report-
ed that a number of pumps at the
city sewer plant were wearing out
and needed replacement soon.
The process could be expensive,
he indicated, but the pumps are
now “hanging on for dear life.”

City Marshal Rocky Stewart
discussed a number of grants the
community could apply for
through the Panhandle Regional

Planning Commission, including
grants to help prevent juvenile
deliquency, for crime prevention
and for narcotics intervention.

Stewart also reported on a pri-
vate company, Operation Alliance
in El Paso, which seeks out sur-
plus law enforcement equipment
companies are willing to donate.

He indicated that Gray County
Constable Chris Lockridge has
worked with success with the
company.

Among the equipment that can
be located by the company for
drug intervention are all-terrain
vehicles, uniforms, flak jackets,
gas masks and communication
devices.

Stewart also said the city needs
to review and update city ordi-
nances. He cited one law that had
been on the books since 1929,
apparently not enforced though,
that taxes people for owning
dogs. Residents, according to the
ordinance, should be charged $1
for each male dog and $2.50 for
each female.

The council returned to execu-
tive session on the request of Fire
Chief Eddie Joe Roberts for dis-
cussion of lots owned by the city.
They reconvened and took no
action.

(Pampa News photo by David Bowser)

Debbie Brame, left, and Terri Cone reach for the last Sugar Plum tag on the
Christmas tree at the Skel-Tex Credit Union. The program is to adopt a
Skellytown child, a Sugar Plum, and see that the child has a merry Christmas.

Skellytown residents adopting Sugar Plums

By DAVID BOWSER
Staff Writer

SKELLYTOWN - Thirty-six
children here will have a
brighter Christmas because of
the school secretary and three of
her friends.

Debbie Brame, secretary for
the Skellytown school, initiated
a Sugar Plum program this year
with Terri Cone, Becky Ulmer
and Rob Lackey.

“It's a program we started this
year,” Brame said, “with a com-
mittee of four.”

She described it as being like
the Salvation Army’s Adopt
an Angel program in which
people take the names of chil-
dren hanging on a Christmas
tree and buy presents for
them.

The Adopt an Angel program,
she explained, was county-wide
while Skellytown’s program is
just for the community.

“Instead of angels,” she said,
“we call ours Sugar Plums.”

The tree is at the Skel-Tex
Credit Union on Main Street.
The group started out with 36

children and by Monday, all had
been taken except one.

“We felt like we needed it
here,” Brame said. “So far, it's
worked great.”

Donation jugs proliferate
throughout Skellytown filling
with donations that will be used
to buy presents for local chil-
dren, Sugar Plums, that other-
wise might have a shm
Christmas.

“If people don’t want to adopt
a kid,” she said, “they can give
money. That will help if a kid is
not adopted.”

Jury hearing testimony on estate dispute

By CHERYL BERZANSKIS
News Editor

Six men and six women heard
testimony today in a dispute
over the estate of a Pampa
woman who died without a
will.

She did, however, leave a sis-
ter and a man claiming to be her
common-law husband, both of
whom believe they are the prop-
er administrators of her estate.

It is for the 223rd District Court
jury to decide whether Merle
Fraser, 75, is the common-law
husband of the late Nancy Fraser.

Ms. Fraser’s sister, Shirley
Lehnick of Canyon, maintains
they were not married.

Mr. Fraser has applied to be
administrator of Ms. Fraser’s
estate. Lehnick has contested
that application.

Ms. Fraser died June 15, 1994,
following a stroke earlier that
year. She was 56 when she died.

Testimony began Monday
afternoon. District Judge Lee
Waters is presiding over the trial
expected to last all week.

In opening statements, jurors
learned from Mr. Fraser’s attor-
ney, John Warner, that Merle and

Nancy Fraser were ceremonially
married Dec. 20, 1980 and
received an Arizona divorce in
July 1987. Ms. Fraser moved to
Pampa in April, 1988, and later
purchased property at 1314 E.
Frederic.

Warner told the jury to expect
to hear there were times when
the Frasers held themselves out
as married and other times when
Ms. Fraser claimed to be single.

Whatever the decision of the
jury, he said, Lehnick will receive
one-half of Ms. Fraser’s separate
property.

See ESTATE, Page 2

(Pampa News photo by Melinda Martinez)

Michael Martin Murphey talks with the audience during
his Cowboy Christmas Concert at the M.K. Brown
Auditorium Monday evening. Murphey told the audience
that he liked Pampa and intends to return again.

Murphey says he will
come back to Pampa

By MELINDA MARTINEZ
Lifestyles Editor

“Pampa is still really Texas.”
That is what a smiling Michael
Martin Murpheyv said about
Pampa at the Silver
Anniversary Gala for the White
Deer Land Museum on Monday
night.

And he would like to return
again to this place which he said
reminded him ot the Texas in
which he grew up. The big cities
in Texas, Murphev explained to
his concert audience at the MK,
Brown Civic  Center and
Memorial Auditorium earlier in
the evening, have lost the tradi-
tions and values of the Texas he
used to know.

“The Panhandle is still one of
the greatest Texas spots,” said
Murphey. “People here  still
have a strong tradition with the
land.”

Murpheyv announced his deci-
sion  to return  during his
Cowboy Christmas Concert held
Monday evening at the M.K.
Brown Memorial Auditorium
and Civic Center.

“I  like Pampa, Texas,”
Murphey told the audience.
“We're going to come back.”

At the gala following the con-

cert, Murphey said he made that
decision “right then and there”
while he was on stage. He said
he was impressed with the audi-
torium, which he had never seen
before.

And towards t!
concert, the a lience, very
delighted with  urphev's per-
formance, respoi ded by giving
him a standing o1 “tion

Murphey was w. mand light-
hearted during the concert talk-
ing with the audience about the
values which he hoids. For him,
he said, Jesus Christ and tamily
are most impnrtant

He feels that most of todayv's
country music holds ma. nega-
tive messages such as couples
breaking up and drinkingy He
sang two of his hit
“What's Forever For” and “I ong
Line of Love” which both reticct
the positive sides of loving rela
tionships and family

He also recited a tew cowboy
poems. And, in keeping with the
holiday spirit and the theme ot
the concert, Murphev ente
tained the audience with “The
Cowboy Christmas Ball” whidl
was written over a century ago
as well as other seasonal country
Christmas carols.

See MURPHEY, 'age 2

“end of his
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Appraisal Review Board hears
protest, approves corrections

The Gray County Appraisal
Review Board members met
Monday, signing off on a settle-
ment agreement on a protest of
the appraisal of property for-
merly owned by Parker and
Parsley and now owned by KN
Energy. (

At issue was the value of prop-
erty originally  missed by
appraisers, who were later noti-
fied ot the property by the new
owners

In other action, the board
approved minor changes and
corrections in a number of
accounts.

Chief Appraiser Pat Bagley
told board members during his
report that a notice for appeal to
district court had been filed by
lawyers tor Dobson Fiberoptics

Dobson  Fiberoptics had 1n
November disagreed with €hief
Appraiser Pat Bagley's estimation
of value of a fiberoptics line run-
ning to Pampa from Interstate 40

Dobson, represented bv
Oklahoma City attorney John

Savage, argued that the line
should be taxed on no more than
its replacement value, a number
they set at $15,000.

Baglev disagreed, citing intor
mation gathered from Calitorma
placing the value of the line clos-
er to $34,000. With standard
depreciation, the value would
now be about $25,000

The review board decided to
set the value at $16,817 a figure
almost halt of Baglev's figures,
but higher than Dobson asked
for.

The notice tor appeal, Bagley
said, is the first step toward a
lawsuit. He added that he
believed suits had been tiled by
Dobson in Wheeler and Donley
counties.

In other .1ppr.||\.\| district
news, the  Gray County
Appraisal District ottice will
hold a Christmas open house
Thursday trom 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
All taxpavers and representa-
tives from the taxing entities are
invited, Bagley said

to The Pampa News!! Come by the office at 403 W. Atchison or call 669-2525 for information
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RENA BELLE ANDERSON

Rena Belle Anderson, 90, of Pampa, died
Monday, Dec. 11, 1995, at Amanllo. Services will
be at 2 p.m. Wednesdav 1in the Carmiuchael-
Whatlev Colonial Chapel with the Rev. John
Glover, associate pastor ot the First Baptist
Church, ofticiating. Burial will be in Memon
Garders Cemeterv under the direction ot
Carmichael-Whatlev  Funeral Directors ot
Pampa

Mrs. Anderson was born Apnl 4, 1905, at
Canvon. She attended Canvon schools and West
[exas State Normal College. She married Lyvnnus
H. Anderson on Dec. 24, 1926, at Canvon; he died
in 1974, She taught school, served as attendance
officer tor Pampa public schools and retired, in
1979, as Gray County school \upcrmtvndcnt
after nine vears. She was a member of the First
Baptist Church, the Altrusa Club, the Pampa
Chamber of Commerce and the Pampa, Retired
Teachers Association

She was preceded in death by a son, Ernest
“Andy” Anderson, in October 1995

Survivors include a daughter, Elva Jean Shepic
of Canvon; two sisters, Annmie Foreman ot
Wasilla, Alaska, and Sue Dav of Perrvton; seven
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and a
great-great-grandchild

The family will recerve triends trom 11 am. to
12 p.m. Wednesdayv at the tuneral home

MARLIE J. BARNHART

SKELLYTOWN - Marlie |. Barnhart, 78, died
Saturday, Dec. 9, 1995, at Pampa. Services were to
be at 1:30 p.m. todav in Eubank Funeral Home
Chapel at Martins Mill with the Rev. Tim Fryfko
officiating. Burial will be in Hollv Springs
Cemetery at Martins Mill. Local arrangements
are under the direction of Brown Funeral Home
of Borger. :

Mrs. Barnhart was born at Martins Mill and
had lived in Skellvtown for 16 months. She was a
homemaker and a member of the North Fort
Worth Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by her husband,
D.A. Barnhart, in 1969.

Survivors include two daughters, Sherron
Boyd of Skellytown and Julia Anne Smith of
Mesquite; four sisters, Mary Etta Eaton of
Martins Mill, Annette Hiller of Mesquite,
Virginia Nell Turner of Oklahoma City and
Harvalene Douglas of White House; a brother,
Luther Dock Strickland of Martins Mill; four
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

EULA JOHNSON

MOBEETIE - Eula Johnson, 89, died Sunday,
Dec. 10, 1995, at Bivins Memorial Nursing Home.
Services will be at 1 p.m. Wednesday in the First
Baptist Church at Mobeetie with the Rev. Ralph
Hovey, former pastor, and Rev. Dee Slocum, pas-
tor of Highland Baptist Church in Amarillo, offi-
ciating. Bunial will be in the Mobeetie Cemetery

Wheeler

Mrs. Johnson was born Feb. 27, 1906, in Indian
Territory, Okla., to John William Fultz and Sarah
Margaret Scribner Fultz. She moved to Wheeler
County in 1907 and attended school at Mobeetie
She married Bill Trimble in 1926 at Lelia Lake; he
died 1n 1941. She later married Jack Johnson on
Aug. 17, 1945, at Wheeler; he died March 4, 1971,
She was a member of the Totty Quilting Club, the
Mobeetie Studv Club and the First Baptist
Church. She moved to Amarillo in 1990.

Survivors include two daughters, Billie Lou
Watson of Amarillo and Barbara Nell Bunnell of
Odessa; three sons, Charles E. Trimble of Bovina,
Horace L. Trimble of Lufkin and Cary Jack
Johnson of Burnett, a sister, Mary Jane Tarvin of
Terra Bella, Calit; a brother, Rov Fultz of Dumas;
14 grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be to a favorite
charity

Ambulance

Rural /Metro reported the following calls dur-

ing the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
MONDAY, Dec. 12

10:36 am A mobile ICU unit responded to
Coronado Hospital for a patient transfer to High
Plains Baptist Hospital in Amarillo.

11:34 am. -~ A mobile ICU unit responded to
the 1100 block of South Hobart on a medical
assist and transported one patient to Coronado
Hospital.

4:12 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1000 block of Huff Road on a medical assist and
transported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

5:49 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1700 block of Somerville on a medical assist and"®
transported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

Accidents

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing accident in the 24-hour period which ended
at 7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Dec. 11

2:47 p.m. - A 1979 Mercury driven by Kenneth
Frankenbery, 42, 320 N. Banks, was in collision
with a 1980 Oldsmobile driven by William
Holman, 17, 1233 S. Farley, in the 2100 block of
North Hobart. No citations were issued.

Sheriff's Office

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing incident in the 24-hour period which
ended at 7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Dec. 11

Theft of two bales of hay and a diesel pump

valued at $155 were reported.

under the direction of Wright Funeral Home of

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing incadents and arrest in the 24-hour period
which ended at 7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Dec. 11

Thett ot two vard holiday ornaments valued at
S100 were reported at Wilson Elementary School,
801 E. Browning. The thefts occurred between 6
p.m. Saturdav and 5:30 a.m. Monday.

Citv ot Pampa reported a broken flood lamp
valued at S200 at Hobart and Somerville.

Otticer Fred Courtnev reported a truant stu-
dent at Pampa High School 111 E. Harvester, at
9:30 a.m. Mondav. The studen ieft the alternative
education program without permission.

Country General, 2545 Perryton Parkway,
reported theft ot two gift certificates which were
purchased with a stolen cred ¢ card.

A runaway was reported in the 1100 block of
South Christy at 6:30 p.m. Sunday.

Violation of ‘protective order was reported in
the 600 block of Sloane at 3 p.m. Monday.

A 14-vear-old girl was assaulted at Pampa
Middle School at 3:35 p.m. Monday. No injuries
were reported.

Aggravated assault and criminal trespass were
reported in the 600 block of North Christy. No
injuries were reported by the 33-year-old woman.
A pocket knife was reportedly displayed.

Arrest
MONDAY, Dec. 11

Oatv Rodrick McCain, 65, 1000 Denver, was
arrested at 617 N. Christy on a charge of criminal
trespass.

Calendar of events

TOTS-N-TRAINING

The Tots-N-Training program for preschool chil-
dren ages 3-5 in Baker, Lamar, Mann and Wilson
school districts is continuing. Readiness materials
may be picked up Wednesdays at the following
locations: Albertsons, 10-11 am. and 3:30-4:30
p.m.; Frank’s (Brown Street), 10-11 a.m. and 3-4
p-m.; Frank’s (Hobart), 3-4 p.m.; and Community
Day Care Center, 5-6 p.m. Registration sites are
Outreach Health Services, 10 a.m.-noon, and
Texas Department of Health, 10-11 am. and 2-3
p-m. Questions about Tots-N-Training may be
directed to Sue Thornton at 669-4700.

PAMPA MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS CHOIR CONCERT

The Pampa Middle School choral department
will present its annual Christmas concert at 7
p.m. today in the PMS auditorium. Featured in
the concert will be the sixth grade boys choir,
sixth grade girls choir, seventh grade girls choir,
concert boys choir, concert girls choir, eighth
grade ensemble and parents choir. Admission to
the concert is free.

PAMPA HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

I'he Pampa High School choir will be having
its annual Christmas Concert at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14, at First Christian Church. Free
admission.

OES GAVEL CLUB

The Order of the Eastern Star Gavel Club will
meet at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 13, at the Pampa
Senior Citizens Center.

PAMPA BAND
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The Pampa High School and Pampa Middle
School bands will present the annual Nona S.
Payne Christmas Band Concert at 7 p.m. today at
the M.K. Brown Auditorium.

IMMUNIZATION CLINIC

The Texas Department of Health Immuni-
zation Clinic will be offering vaccines that give
protection against polio, diphtheria, tetanus
(lock jaw), pertussis (whooping cough),
measles, rubella and mumps. The clinic is locat-
ed in the Rural Health Clinic in McLean, and
will be open Wednesday, Dec. 13, 9-11:30 a.m.
The fee is based on family income and size, and
the ability to pay.

PAMPA MS SELF HELP GROUP

The Pampa Multiple Sclerois Self Help Group
will meet from 10 am. to noon Saturday at
Panhandle Health Services, 408 Kingsmill. The
program will be “Taking Control: Options to
Maximize Your Health.” The Panhandle MS vis-
iting nurse will be present. For more information,
call Anna Lee at 665-2218.

Fires

The Pampa Fire Department reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, Dec. 11

8:34 am. - Two units and four personnel
responded to Cliff's Body Shop, 419 W. Foster, on
a smoke scare.

3:39 ({).m. - Two units and four personnel
responded to 2101 N. Hobart on a motor vehicle
accident.

8:30 p.m. - Three units and nine personnel
responded to 115 N. Wynne on an apartment fire.
The fire is under investigation by the fire mar-
shal’s office. The entire building sustained heavy
smoke damage.

Stocks

The following grain quotations are Cabot O&G ....18 dn 178
provided by Attebury Grain of Chevron..... .523/4 NC
Pampa CocaCola.......... 79 V/4 up 3/8

Columbia/HCA. .51 1/4 dn | 174
Wheat » B 480 Diamond Sham ....25 12 NC
Milo N 568 Enron.. ... . . . 3858 NC
Com I 6.18 Halliburton 4578 dn 138
Ingersoll Rand......36 7/8 NC

The following show the prices for KNE ... 2918 dn 178
which these securities could have Kemr McGee........... 60 3/4 dn 178
traded at the time of compilation: dn 178

up S/8
Nowsco ............... A2 NC up 178
Occidental. ............ 2138 NC

The following 9:30 am. N.Y. Stock
Market i

are fumished by

Murphey

Murphey told the audience the
story of the first Cowboy
Christmas Ball, which was held
110 years ago in Anson, Texas.
T'he ball, revived in 1934, contin-
ues today. Murphey and his Rio
Grande Band started performing
there in 1985 and are the headlin-
ers. The audience was also treat-
ed to his Top 10 hit “Wildfire,” a
“horse,” Murphey said, . which
has been good to him over the
past 20 years.

Murphey expressed his desire
to keep the concert a family ori-
ented event. He encouraged par-
ents to bring their children.
Originally, the Cowboy
Christmas Concert has been held
in the Civic Center in Amarillo
and was the only Panhandle tour
date. What he liked about per-
forming at the auditorium here in
Pampa was that alcoholic bever-
ages weren't sold. He also liked
being closer to the cowboys and
the people who love the land.

“I really enjoyed it,” said

‘ CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Estate

If Mr. Fraser is found to be Ms.
Fraser’'s husband, Mr. Fraser
will be entitled to all the com-
munity property of the couple
and the other one-half of the
separate property, Warner said.
If he is not found to be Ms.
Fraser’s husband, Lehnick will
get all the property, Warner con-
tinued.

There was no testimony on the
size of the estate.

According to testimony from
Mr. Fraser’s daughter, Merlue
Irwin of Wickenburg, Ariz., and
Frederic Street neighbor Albert
Nichols of Pampa, Merle and

Murphey about Pampa after he
finished posing for pictures with
fans at the gala.

Murphey looked the part of the
Old West cowboy from the hat
right down to his boots. His hair
is long and he explained the rea-
son to the audience.

As member of the Lakota Sioux
Indians into which he was adopt-
ed, it is tradition for men not to
cut their hair when a great war-
rior has died. His adoptive father
died, and when he attended the
funeral he was given an eagle’s
feather by an Episcopal priest
and medicine man. Murphey was
told to wear the feather in a bag
under his shirt for the rest of his
life. He was also told not to cut
his hair for a year in honor of the
deceased. He cut his beard into a
goatee and made his mustache
look more like a legendary cow-
boy’s mustache.

“I thought the music was won-
derful,” said Bill Arrington, a friend
of Michael Martin Murphey’s and
treasurer of the White Deer Land
Museum Foundation._ “It
absolutely marvelous.”

was

Nancy Fraser held themselves
out as husband and wife. \

Irwin testified Nancy and
Merle Fraser traveled back and
forth between an Arizona ranch
where they bred and raised quar-
ter horse colts and their Pampa
home where the animals were
closer to market.

She said Ms. Fraser told her
that nothing would change
between Ms. Fraser and Mr.
Fraser despite the divorce. Irwin
also testified the Frasers intro-
duced themselves to people as a
married couple, referring to each
other as “my husband” or “my
wife.”

Entered into evidence were
greeting cards sent by Mr. Fraser

He said the board hopes that .

Murphey and his band will be
able to return to Pampa again
with the Cowhpy Christmas
Concert. “He is interested in
coming back here,” Arrington
said.

Arrington had been the presi-
dent of the National Cowboy
Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City,
Okla., when he came to know
Murphey. He and his wife Greta
were instrumental in helping
bring Murphey to Pampa.

For a first-year event, Murphey
was pleased that the concert
came out in the black.

“And I'm happy to say that,”
he added. Proceeds from the con-
cert and gala will go towards the

White Deer Land Museum
Foundation.
“This is the heart of the

Panhandle,” said Murphey about

Pampa. And by being in this part

of Texas, he added, “It gives us an .
opportunity to play this tradi-"
tional cowboy music.” Murphey

said that the people here enjoy
and appreciate what that kind of
music is and stands for.

to Ms. Fraser which bear the
phrase “to my wife.”

Nichols told the court the
Frasers referred to themselves as
married. He denied ever hearing
about the 1987 Arizona divofce.

On Monday, attorneys for
Lehnick, Harold Comer and Don
Lane told the jury they reserved
opening statements until ready to
present their case.

Arizona does not recognize
common-law marriages.

Texas recognizes common-law
marriages. A primary tenet of the
recognition is the couple hold
themselves out to others as mar-
ried. A common-law marriage is
dissolved by death or divorce as
in a ceremonial marriage.

Area firefighters help raise funds for MDA

Area firefighters raised more than
$32,000 during the 1995 Fill the Boot
campaign for the Muscular
Distrophy Association, more than a
$12,000 increase over 1994.

The Fill the Boot campaign has
become a summer tradition with
firefighter volunteers during the
month of August and during

Labor Day weekend. Area partic-
ipation includes the Texas and
Oklahoma panhandles and four
counties in eastern New Mexico.

Canadian raised $759.13,
Miami $567.27, Pampa $3,747.16
and Shamrock $543.14. Pampa
raised the second largest amount,
behind Amarillo.

Each department organized its
own effort, and all participating
firefighters volunteered their
time. Many auxiliaries also joined
in to help with the campaign.

Funds collected will help support
program services including month-
ly clinics and support groups,
wheelchairs and summer camp.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Partly cloudy tonight with a
low near 42. Southwest winds 5-
15 mph. Wednesday, partly
cloudy and windy with a high in
the mid 70s. Gusty southwest
winds 20-30 mph, with a lake
wind warning in effect.
Monday’s high was 67; the
overnight low was 33.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas - Panhandle:
Tonight, partly cloudy. Lows in
mid 30s to low 40s. Wednesday,
mostly cloudy in the north, part-
ly cloudy in the south. Highs in
the 70s. South Plains: Tonight,
fair. Lows upper 30s to mid 40s.
Wednesday, partly cloudy. Highs
mid 70s to around 80.

North Texas - Tonight, high
clouds, lows 55 to 60. Wednesday,
partly cloudy. Highs in the 70s.

South Texas — Hill Country
and South Central: Tonight, fair
skies becoming partly cloudy to
cloudy ~with areas of fog possi-
ble. Lows in the 40s Hill Country
to low 50s south central
Wednesday, early morning
clouds with patchy fog possible,
otherwise partly cloudy. Highs
near 80 to low 80s. Coastal Bend
and Rio Grande Plains: Dense
fog advisory through mid morn-
ing for the coastal bend. Tonight,
partly cloudy with areas of fog.
Lows from 50s inland to near 60
coast. Wednesday, areas of early
morning fog, otherwise partly
cloudy. Highs in low to mid 80s
inland to the 70s and near 80
coast. Upper Coast: Tonight, fair
to partly cloudy early, then
patchy fog and low clouds
developing. Lows in mid to
upper 50s inland, low to mid 60s
at the coast. Wednesday, patchy

fog and mostly cloudy early.
Then partly sunny. Highs in mid
to upper 70s inland, low 70s at
the coast.
BORDER STATES

New Mexico — Tonight, partly
cloudy northwest with a slight
chance of showers toward morn-
ing. Fair skies with some high
cloudiness east and south. Lows
20s to upper 30s mountains and
northwest with mid 30s to mid
40s lower elevations east and
south. Wednesday, considerable
cloudiness northwest third with
a slight chance of showers, fair
skies with some high cloudiness
elsewhere. Highs upper 40s to
mid 60s mountains and north-
west with 70s to low 80s lower
elevations east and south.

Oklahoma - Tonight, partly
cloudy. Lows in mid 30s to mid
40s. Wednesday, partly cloudy.
Highs in mid 60s to mid 70s.

City briefs

he Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

SANTA CLAUS for xent, $25
hour. 669-2448. Adv.

LAKEVIEW APARTMENTS -
2 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments. References required. 669-
7682. Adv.

IF YOU ever wanted a fire-
place, we have the perfect
Christmas solution for you, stop
by Malcolm Hinkle, Inc. and
take a look at the latest in alter-
native heat. We are your Enviro-
Fire distributor. Adv.

DECEMBER SPECIAL - Have
your heater winterized for the
cold season ahead includes basic
heater start up and free filter,
change for $37.50. Call Malcolm
Hinkle Inc. at 665-1841. Local

area only, offer expires
December 25. Adv.
CAJUN FOOD, Wednesday 6-

9 p.m. at the Hamburger Station.
Adv.

PISD PUBLIC Hearing, Ele-
mentary School Consolidation
Tuesday, December 19, Pampa
Middle School Library 7:30 p.m.
Citizens’ input wanted. Adv.

REBECCA ANN'S Plus Sizes,
1521 N. Hobart. 30% off all
Christmas merchandise this
week. Adv.

PERSONAL TOUCH Going
Out Of Business Sale 5 days left.
Adv.

“GRAY COUNTY Adven-
ture” Video - unique, lasting

giﬁs at Gift Box and Hastings,
19.95. Adv.

TANGLES HAS a booth
available $50 a week, 1 week
free after 1 vyear. Contact
Sherryl, 2121 N. Hobart, 665-
4422. Adv.

CHANEY'’S CAFE - Tuesday 5
p-m. to 8 p.m. Grilled pork
chops, baked chicken, chicken
gizzards, chicken fried steak.
716 W. Foster. Adv. _

TOP O Texas Quick Lube and
Wash - the telephone number in
1996 directory was incorrect.
The correct number is 665-0959,
located at 1805 Alcock. Adv.

CAROUSEL EXPRESSIONS
- Daily Specials, refreshments.
1600 N. Hobart. Adv.

NFL T-SHIRTS, caps, sweats
and jackets. Best prices around'
Holmes Sports Center, 304 S.
Cuyler. Adv.

REMEMBER WHEN your
Pampa News carrier have
his/her cards and hole punch? If
not, don’t pay. Thanks,
Circulation Department.

ORDER YOUR fruit baskets,
old fashioned candy trays,
honey trays and poinsettias. We
deliver. Watson'’s Feed & Garden
and Celebrations. Adv.

GRAY COUNTY Commod-
ities, Wednesday 13th, at
National Guard Armory, east of
Pampa, 9 am.-1 p.m.

SPRUCE UP that old kitchen
counter, tub, sink, or tile for the
Holidays, Call Dan with Perfect
Finish. 665-3635. Adv.

BATS, GLOVES, and travel
bags for your baseball or softball
player! 1996 models are here in
time for Christmas. Holmes
Sports Center, 304 S. Cuyler.
Adv.

HOLIDAY NAIL 6pecial $25
full set with ad. Call Snips, 669-
6004. Adv.

SANTA’S SECRET Sale
Thursday nite only at Celebra-
tions and Watson’s Christmas
Shop, 665-4189 or 665-3100. Adv.

GIVE THE Gift of Sweetness
and warmth with a candy bou-
quet or coffee basket at the
Coffee & Candy Barn, 1318 N.
Hobart. Adv.

HO! HO! Ho! - After you've
been out enjoying the lights
around town or enjoying the
weekend Christmas activities,
stop by the Coffee & Candy Barn
for a cappuccino, latte, coffee or
frozen drink! Open until 9 p.m.
Thursday - Saturday til
Christmas. Adv.

SHOPPERS-HOLIDAY hus-
tle and bustle getting to you?
Relax and enjoy the holidays
with Reflexology. Need a gift
for someone ova'\o has every-
thing? Give them a gift cem?;-
cate for a Reflexology foot mas-
;age, they’ll love it! 665-0564.

V.

ROCK HARD Band, appear-
ing Sunset Bar & Grill, 600 S.
Cuyler, December 16th, 9-1 a.m.
Adv.
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Clinton confident of congressional backing in Bosnia peace campaign

By JOHN DIAMOND
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - With advance forces
already filing into Bosnia, President Clinton pre-
dicted he would win congressional backing for the
full deployment of 20,000 U.S. peacekeepers. He
called that support crucial to maintaining morale.

In a sign that the White House was leaving noth-
ing to chance, Clinton sent Senate Majority Leader

ified support. The House planned to wait for a
Senate vote before acting.

Bob Dole a memo Monday assuring him' that the McCurry said.

Bosnian government would be able to defend itself

after NATO forces leave.

The Senate planned to begin debate today on
three proposals on sending U.S. peacekeeping
troops to Bosnia: one cutting off funding; a second
expressing disapproval of administration policy
but support for the troops; and a third giving qual-

Nation briefs

The peace accord setting in motion the deploy-
ment is to be signed in Paris on Thursday, with the
president attending.

Easing concern that the treaty signing would be
disrupted, rebel Serbs today freed two French com-
bat pilots shot down during a NATO raid. “Our ini-
tial reaction, of course, if of great joy for the people
of France,” White House press secretary Mike

Clinton, speaking to reporters Monday, said, “I believe

that when it is all debated and all is said and done that

Congress will find a way to support our troops.”

The administration has maintained that the
president has the constitutional authority to
approve the one-year deployment with or without
congressional support.

In a letter Monday to Senate Minority Leader
Tom Daschle, D-S.D., Clinton said, “I believe con- . so
gressional support for U.S. participation is
immensely important to the unity of our purpose

and the morale of our troops.”

Dole, R-Kan., and Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
continued to work with Democratic counterparts
on the wording of their resolution supporting the
deployment. According to a draft of the Dole-
McCain proposal, the Senate would empower the
president to “fulfill his commitment” to send

troops to Bosnia.

Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va, said the language
should match the wording of the 1991 Persian Gulf
War resolution, which said, “The president is

authorized” to send troops.

“We should be willing to step up to the plate and
vote one way or the other,” Byrd said in a Senate

Man arrested after
attempting to help police

PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) —
When sheriff’s deputies told
Scott Plumley they needed proof
to shut down drug dealers in his
neighborhood, he got it for them.

But when Plumley called
deputies to his home and
showed them the $4 bag of mari-
juana he said he’d bought just
down the street, they arrested
him - not the seller.

“After 1 bought it, I thought
‘There it is. Boom! Now get him
off the street,”” Plumley said. “I
never thought I would get in
trouble.”

Plumley, 39, has a Dec. 18 court
date and is facing up to a year in
jail on a charge of possessing less
than 6 grams of pot. He was
arrested Nov. 27.

Denny’s discrimination set-
tlement payments to begin

WASHINGTON (AP) — More
than 290,000 people who joined
two class-action lawsuits alleg-
ing racial discrimination at
Denny’s restaurants should
begin receiving checks this
month for their share of a $46
million settlement.

Denny’s agreed to the sum in
May 1994 to settle the Justice
Department lawsuits filed in San
Jose, Calif., and Annapolis, Md. The
Maryland case involved six black
Secret Service agents assigned to
guard President Clinton.

Court-approved administra-
tors reviewing the claims have
determined that 294,537 indi-
viduals deserve to share in the
settlement, for allegations of
racial discrimination at Denny’s
before May 24, 1994, C. Ronald
Petty, the chain’s president and
chief executive officer, said
Monday.

Checks for $177.71 will be
mailed to 158,483 claimants in
the California case, while 135,996
petitioners in the second case will
collect $132.28.

Rodney King hopes to
meet with attackers

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Rodney King says he hopes to
meet two of the former police
officers who beat him when they
finish serving time for violating
his civil rights.
. “1 just think it would be
healthy for me,” King told Fox
affiliate KTTV in an interview
Monday night. “There’s a lot of
positive that can come out of it.”

Laurence Powell was sched-
uled to be released from a
halfway house on Wednesday,
and Stacey Koon on Thursday.
The U.S. Supreme Court is
reviewing their sentences, which
still could be extended.

Tire Amnesty Week

Rufe Jordan Unit inmates Domingo Prieto, James Cartwright, Calvin King, Greg
Cass and Bennie Boyd load a trailer with old tires brought to the Pampa landfill
by Jackie Martindale, second from left. Martindale is hauling tires to the landfill for
residents who cannot do it themselves during Tire Amnesty Week. The week, held
in conjunction with the Jordan Unit, will hopefully prevent a number of tires being
sent to the local landfill, Sanitation Superintendent Rick Stone said. He added
that he anticipated between 3,000 and 5,000 tires by Saturday. The tires are
being taken to Odessa for recycling by Safe Tire Disposal.

(Pampa News photo by Chip Chandier)

Man sentenced for killing wife’s companion

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) - A
40-year-old man who tortured his
estranged wife’s companion for
four hours before killing him,
tying an anvil to his bo§y and
throwing him into Lake Worth has
been convicted and sentenced to
life in prison.

Gary Stanfield of Arlington
must serve 40 years before he
becomes eligible for parole. The
sentence Monday by State District
Judge Everett Young was automat-
ic because prosecutors waived the
death penalty in the slaying of
Michael Barnes, 41.

“Of all the capital cases I've
tried, I probably had more evi-

Study shows green grass means cool

HOUSTON (AP) - Texans spent
more than $6 billion clipping,
mowing and watering their grass.

According to a study by Texas
A&M University, the state’s turf-
grass industry, which involves
the business of maintaining
grass, is flourishing.

The study found that $4.13 bil-
lion was spent in 1993 to main-
tain turfgrass in the state.
Adding other factors, including
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dence in this case than in any other
that I could think of,” Tarrant
County Assistant District Attorney
Mike Parrish said.

Stanfield’s wife, Tanya, said she
was sexually assaulted several
times by her husband during the
incident, which began last March
18 when he ambushed her and
Barnes at Barnes’ residence in
Parker County.

Stanfield tormented Barnes for
four hours, shooting him in the
legs and in the head at close range,
before tying an anvil to him and
throwing him into Lake Worth,
prosecutors said.

Tanya Stanfield, who was tied

expenses for state highway road-
side maintenance, sod producers
and unpaid labor, expeditures
totaled more than $6 billion.
“That’s impressive, especiallP/
when compared to the $11.8 bil-
lion spent by Texas farmers and
ranchers that same year on other
agricultural commodities,” said
Dr. Curtis Lard, an agricultural

to a bed by Stanfield during the
incident, later flagged down a
Tarrant County sheriff’s deputy
when her husband allowed her to
go by herself to pick up her
daughter from a previous mar-
riage.

After the verdict, she wiped
away tears and hugged family
members as her husband was-led
out of the courtroom in shackles.

The eight-man, four-woman
jury handed down the guilty ver-
dict after 80 minutes of delibera-
tion in which it requested to
review a photograph of Tanya
Stanfield’s injuries and several fin-
gerprint cards.

cash for the state

economist for the Texas
Agricultural Experiment Station
who helped do the study.

Single-family households -
managers of 58 percent of the tur-
fgrass in the state - spent $2.55
billion to maintain their lawns,
the study showed. That doesn’t
include the cost of family labor,
Lard said.
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floor speech. “We have a constitutional duty to do

Dole predicted the Senate would defeat the
House-passed measure to cut off funding for the

deployment, that Senate Republicans would sup-

a year.

port the measure criticizing administration policy
but backing the troops and that a majority would
support the Dole-McCain proposal.

Dole and McCain want to ensure that the Bosnian
government is armed and trained so it can defend
itself when the 60,000 NATO troops depart in about

Trying to appease the majority leader, Clinton’s
memo to Dole reiterated the U.S. commitment to
“take a leadership role in coordinating an immedi-

ate international effort” to equip and train Bosnian

Muslims, said an administration official who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

Inmate executed for slaying;
he said devil ordered crime

HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) -
Clay Laird says he can forgive the
killer of his mother but can’t for-
give a federal judge whose rules
governing Texas prisons he
believes allowed the parolee to
commit the murder.

“The real person that mur-
dered is still sitting over in Tyler,
Texas,” Laird said, his voice
breaking Monday evening
moments after Esequel Banda
was put to death for killing
Laird’s mother, Merle, in 1986.

Laird said William Wayne
Justice, a Tyler-based federal dis-
trict judge, imposed population
restrictions on crowded Texas
prisons that enabled hundreds of
inmates like Banda to be freed
early.

“Quite frankly, I regard Willie
Wayne Justice as a traitor to the
state, a traitor to his neighbors,”
Laird said. “If I could have seen
Mr. Justice strapped on that gur-
ney; I would have shaken Mr.
Banda’s hand and opened the
door for him. The real killer was-
n’t here tonight. I will never for-
give Mr. Justice. I could forgive
Mr. Banda.”

Justice long has been regarded
with disdainiy some in Texas for
his handling of controversial
issues. Spurred by an inmate
lawsuit filed in Justice’s court,
Texas eventually initiated a
multi-billion-dollar prison con-
struction program. Justice
returned control of the prison
system to state authorities in
December 1992.

Banda in 1983 was given a
four-year sentence for burglary
and five years for auto theft. He

was paroled less than a year later
but returned to prison as a parole
violator after only three months.

In May 1986, he was freed
under mandatory supervision,
meaning his prison time and so-
called “good time” earned while

locked up equalled his sentence °

and his release was required by

law to ease crowding. Mrs. Laird’s -
death, during a break-in of her .

house, occurred 10 weeks later.

Banda on Monday was a vol- :
unteer for .execution, firing his
attorney last month and refusing -
appeals that authorities said -
almost certainly would have
spared him at least for the imme- |

diate future.

“I think it was an expression of -
the dignity of his life, so he had -
the decision rather than the .
attorney, |

state,”” his former
Randy Johnston, who witnessed
the execution, said.

Banda would have turned 32

next week. He was condemned .

for the Aug. 3, 1986 rape, stab-
bing and strangulation of Mrs.
Laird, a 74-year-old widow, at
her home in Hamilton about 50
miles west of Waco.

According to prison records,
Banda told friends he stabbed the
woman and then sucked the
blood that was coming from her
mouth because he had sold his
soul to the devil and that the devil
had told him to kill six people.

Banda was the third inmate
executed in Texas in six days and
the sixth in the nation in the past
week. At least eight of the 102
men put to death in Texas since
capital punishment resumed in
1982 volunteered to die.

Transit van driver accused of rape

SAN ANTONIO (AP) - Over a
Rjeriod of several days in

ovember, a van driver inappro-
priately touched a woman with
Down’s syndrome, then raped
her, struck her and threatened
her, according to a lawsuit filed
in her behalf.

The lawsuit, filed on Monday,
seeks $10 million in punitive
damages from VIA Metropolitan
Transit and Star Shuttle, which

has an exclusive contract with
VIA to help serve the disabled.

“VIA has an absolute duty to
protect our mentally disabled cit-
izens,” said Michele Petty, attor-
ney for the woman.

Star Shuttle president John
Walker said his company did an
investigation based on route logs
and statements from other riders,
but found no evidence of wrong-
doing.
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EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O' TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to fumishing information to our read-
ers so that they can better promote and preserve their own free-
dom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when man
understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he pos-
sesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a political
grant from government, and that men have the right to take moral
action to preserve their life and property for themselves and oth-
ers.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and sover-
eignty of oneself, no more. no less. It is, thus, consistent with the
coveting commandment

Wayland Thomas Larry D. Hollis
Publisher Managing Editor
R S

Opinion
The trucking law
battle heats up

The battle over Texas trucking laws, which go into effect on
Dec. 15, continues to heat up.

Produce distributors, particularly those in the Rio Grande
Valley, complain the added restrictions will make it too diffi-
cult for Mexican growers to bring their goods into the United
States. Safety advocates insist the measures don’t go far
enough.

Groups like Citizens for Reliable and Safe Highways, which
is based in San Francisco, say they will fight any efforts to ease
legislation that has been enacted to better ensure safety on
America’s roadways.

Many people, particularly those who stand to benefit from
increased truck traffic from Mexico and Canada, are lobbying
to ease restrictions on the trucking industry, including new
regulations in Texas that go into effect next month.

The new regulations stem from increased truck traffic com-
ing from Mexico as a result of the North American Free Trade
Agreement. The agreement opens U.S. highways to truck
freight from Mexico and Canada, effective Dec. 18.

The debate over the trucking laws stems from the fact that
U.S. regulations are more stringent than those of its two
neighboring countries. Freight lines in Mexico and Canada
may have to endure additional expense to make their vehicles
comply with U.S. standards in order to take advantage of the
new freedoms provided by NAFTA.

It’s a balancing act on the border and Texas business inter-
ests have legitimate concerns about the negative effects the
regulations might have. Some state business leaders and
growers have called for a buffer zone near the border in which
some laws would not apply. They say the cost of buying lia-
bility insurance and upgrading trucks to meet safety stan-
dards could be prohibitive for many Mexican truckers who
bring produce and other goods into the United States for dis-
tribution.

A waiver of all regulations might not be wise. Texas
motorists deserve the same efforts to ensure their safety as
anyone else in the state. Mexican trucks should be held to rea-
sonable safety standards as dialogue continues on the regula-
tions.

Now that NAFTA effectively extends trucking throughout
North America, officials should consider the possibility of
streamlining some road standards and regulations in all three
countries. Overland haulers would then not have the burden
of learning three entirely different sets of rules.

Texas Gov. George Bush has offered a common-sense sug-
gestion on this issue. He supports the extension of some exist-
ing provisions - such as the allowance of temporary registra-
tion and license plate waiver for foreign trucks. This seems
appropriate since vehicles that only come into the United
States a few days out of the year — and for only hours at a time
- shouldn’t be required to buy licensing for the whole year.

The same logic should apply to insurance coverage. The
planned 72-hour minimum for trucker’s insurance is excessive
to those who cross into the state only to unload produce or
merchandise, and then return to Mexico just a few hours later.

No one should be forced to buy insurance for which there is
no need. Daily policies have been available for years to insure
both vehicles coming into this country and going into Mexico.
Such policies have proven popular and successful, and should
remain available for those who don’t need three-day coverage,
including commercial vehicles.

. People who have lost loved ones on Texas highways justifi-
ably want the best assurances possible for drivers’ safety.
Those who fear that prohibitive regulations will hurt trade
and increase consumer prices want as few restrictions as pos-
gible.

- Officials should weigh arguments of each, and search for
middle ground. The most prudent course is one that works
toward ensuring both our safety and our freedoms.

On my TV screen is a middle-aged white man in
a dark suit commenting on some adolescent girls
who have appeared on a talk show bragging about
their abundant sexual experience. He inveighs
against teen sex. He harks back to the days when
“family, church and community” worked together
to prevent such behavior. He says it ic time to
return to “old-fashioned morality.”

No, this is not Newt Gingrich denouncing trash
TV. It is trash TV host Jerry Springer, concluding a
show about “Wild Teens.” His commentary
couldn’t sound more prim and proper if the
Republican National Committee had written it.

Conservatives are currently on a crusade
against Springer and Co. Former drug czar
William Bennett, who heads the conservative
group Empower America, has joined with Sen.
Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.) in denouncing a
number of daytime TV talk shows whose sordid
topics allegedly promote “cultural rot.” They
argue that “men and women should not be cele-
brated when they debase themselves.”

Gingrich went so far as to implicate these programs
in the murder of a pregnant Illinois woman whose
live baby was cut out of her womb. “We’ve had soap
opera-like television shows where le get on and
describe the most disgusting behaviors,” he said
recently, complaining that for two generations “we
haven't had the guts to talk about right and wrong.”

These talk shows may have many flaws, but a
refusal to talk about right and wrong is not one of
them. The critics assume that the shows invite
people who have done disgusting and con-
temptible things in order to make them seem
appealing and normal. In fact, they are invariably
treated as prime examples of how not to behave.

Springer s segment on sexually active youngsters

Stephen
Chapman

followed the well-worn script of a, morality play.
Several mothers came on to lament their daughters’
habit of sleeping around; the young strumpets
explained, with spectacular incompetence, why
there was nothing wrong with it. Then, questions
and comments came from people in the audience,
who all made it plain they thought the girls should
keep their knees together and listen to Mom.

Whenever one of the girls tried to defend her-
self, the crowd hooted. Whenever someone
upbraided the girls, cheers erupted. Springer was
concerned and fatherly, but his questions invari-
ably began from the premise that these young-
sters ought to have their heads examined.

That program was the norm, not the exception. These
shows do often feature weird reople who, as Bennett
and Lieberman complain, “debase themselves” by
admitting to things on camera. But the hosts
don’t “celebrate” them - if anything, they try to embar-
rass them. Ricki Lake is regarded as one of the worst of
the lot, but her recent t on pregnant but promis-
cuous girls was titled “You're t ... Stop Sleeping
Around!” Her tone was as strait- as Springer’s.

Obviously, these hosts are not in the business of
moral crusading. They are mainly entertainers, and

Is ‘trash TV’ civilization’s enemy?

they choose subjects designed to get attention -
some of them sensational. But TV talk hosts are not
exactly the first entertainers to dwell on illicit sex
and dysfunctional families, which can be found in.
Shakespeare’s plays, countless operas and most of -
the world’s great and not-so-great novels.

Most people prefer to live non-sordid lives. But
today as always, when they look for diversion,
they generally want a little. sex or violence, if not -
both. They may also want something strange.

Carnivals used to have their freak shows, com--

plete with bearded ladies, fire-eating dwarves and -
two-headed sheep. Many of the talk show guests
are latter day freaks - people who engage in aber-
rant conduct and are willing to talk about it.
These programs satisfy our curiosity about mat- .
ters outside our own experience, but they also let ,
us reaffirm traditional mores by joining with the
audience and the host in rejecting the sort of

behavior being discussed. They serve as titillating .,

cautionary tales. .
Maybe we would all live more upright lives if this
stuff were not on TV. But eonservatives forget that ’
the collapse of values in those awful 1960s occurred -
despite the squeaky-clean popular entertainment of
the time. If clean TV made for clean living, the Leave -

It to Beaver generation wouldn’t have spent years *

wallowing in sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll.

Our lives and moral convictions have changed
since the Eisenhower administration, and it’
should come as no surprise that our TV shows
have changed as well. All the social ills cited by
conservatives, however, emerged long before any-
one had ever heard of Montel Williams or Sally
Jessy Raphael. These shows may not make good
TV. But if you want to find the source of our “cul-
tural rot,” you'll have to look elsewhere.

stein@derver—rmn.com

TreNTioN, PassenGeRs,
PTaiN GINGRicH Has
TURNep oFF THe eNGiNeS
To SaVe Fuel.. We ReGReT
2NY iNCONvaNieNce.

Today in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 12, the
346th day of 1995. There are 19 days
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 12, 1917, Father Edward
Flanagan founded Boys Town out-
side Omaha, Neb.

On this date:

In 1787, Pennsylvania became the
second state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution.

In 1870, Joseph H. Rainey of
South Carolina became the first
black lawmaker sworn into the U.S.
House of Representatives.

In 1901, the first radio signal
to cross the Atlantic was picked
up near St. John's,
Newfoundland, by inventor
Guglielmo Marconi. (The signal
was transmitted from a point
some 2,000 miles away.)

In 1913, authorities in Florence,'
Italy, announced that the “Mona
Lisa,” stolen from the Louvre'
Museum in Paris in 1911, had been’
recovered.

In 1925, the first motel - the
“Motel Inn” — opened in San Luis
Obispo, Calif.
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Judges have power to nullify votes

It’s funny how people characterized the tempo-
rary shutdown of the government as everything
from a train wreck to a farce.

Actually, it was perfectly normal. The govern-
ment, in that instance, was working exactly the
way the Constitution intended it to work

Our forefathers deliberately created thiee sepa-
rate and independent branches of government -
legislative, executive and judicial - for the specific
purpose of their acting as a check on each other.

ere is nothing in the Constitution that says or
even implies that Congress and the president must
_a[%‘ree on anything except obeying the Constitution.
at document gives Congress the responsibility
for the nation’s putse strings, now commonly
referred to as the budget. It gives the pres.dent the
authority to veto a specific piece of legislation. It
gives Congress the authority to override the presi-
dent’s veto by a two-thirds vote of each house.

Thus, Republicans are quite correct in insisting
on their budget plans and if they had enough
votes to override a veto, which they don’t, there
would be no need to compromise at all.

In recent years, it has become customary for the
president to submit a proposed budget to
Congress, but it is not required that Congress pay
any attention to it. The president has no legislative
function. He can only execute the laws passed by

Charley Reese

Congress.

The notion that Congress and the president
ought to be love!-dovey and do everything with
promptness and efficiency is a contemporary
notion dreamed up by people who are fundamen-
tally socialist and more interested in economics
than in liberty.

The inefficiencies built into the American sys-
tem of government bK its founders were put there
to protect liberty, which to them, was the only
purpose for having a government in the first
rlace. They also viewed government as the most
ikely abuser of liberty. That's why they put so
many monkey wrenches into the basic plan. The
less efficient government is, the less likely it is to
abuse the liberty of the people. The more govern-
ment is at war with itself, the more unlikely it is to
be at war with the people.

The men who wrote the Constitution did not
see government as the people’s banker, doctor,
business partner, father-confessor, social worker,
employer, pension-payer and all-around coun-
selor and ruler. They saw the duty of government

as simply to maintain order and to protect the lib-
erties of the people.

The modern view of Big Mamma Nanny Goat.
government arose with the administration of,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, which began the job of dis-
mantling the Republic created by the
Constitution. They dismantled it by twisting the
words of the Constitution to mean whatever the
current politicians wanted it to mean. Thomas
Jefferson was prophetic in predicting that the
usurpation of the people’s rights would come
from the federal judiciary, a process which contin-
ues to this day.

Whenever the people, either by public initiative-
or through the actions of their elected officials, do
something the centralized power hogs don't like,
a federal judge declares it null and void.

But this practice of federal judges nullifying the
democratic process is not in the Constitution. It
contains no doctrine of judicial nullification. The
practice is an outright usurpation of power.

By preventing the people from reforming their
government, federal judges have rendered local
and state governments virtually powerless.

We should amend the Constitution to force their
reconfirmation every six years and to explicitly
limit their jurisdiction and powers. Otherwise,
voting will become an exercise of self delusion.

Wake up and smell the navy bean soup

The Curmudgeon has been occupied lately with
trying to figure out what his column ought to
smell like.

Put down your pens, critics and Philistines. I'm
talking about food smells here - like the Magic
Scents Crayola crayons that kids were eatin
because they had the odor of coconut, licorice an
chocolate. I think it would be neat to write a col-
umn that smelled so delicious <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>