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Work continues on at the Pampa High School renovation project

Flurry o f activity 
m arl^ ongoing PH S  
renovation project
By Miranda G. Bailey

Special to The News

(Editor Note: This is the 
first in a series o f stories 
highlighting the school dis
trict’s renovation and con
struction projects.^

Donned with a hardhat, 
and pen and paper in hand 
-  Pampa ISD Director of 
Construction Randy 
Stephenson guided me 
through the mazes and tun
nels of plastic coverings 
hanging from the ceiling of 
Pampa High School’s first 
floor hall.

Much of the first floor is 
sealed off as asbestos 
abatement continues in the 
“ceiling above the ceiling,” 
Stephenson explained. 
School ended on a Friday, 
he said, and all 
of this abate
ment began the 
f o l l o w i n g  
Monday.
_  “I feel like I 
should have to 
wear a special 
space suit
around here or 
s o m e t h i n g ,” 
r e m a r k e d  
S e c r e t a r y  
Sandee Stokes 
as she crossed 
the hall before 
us on our first- 
floor trek.

There was
definitely some
thing extrater
restrial-feeling 
about the scene, 
if for nothing

else than the fact that the 
clear, plastic, makeshift 
wall-ways had severed the 
familiar, first floor princi
pals’ offices from the rest 
of the school.

The ceilings were 
stripped in the air-con
tained hallway revealing 
the electrical wiring and 
decades-old piping that has 
kept this historical building 
going all these years since 
it was built in 1942 as part 
of the Depression-era’s 
Work Project.

A PHS makeover has 
been way overdue.

When Gray County citi
zens voted to approve the 
bond issue in November of 
2006, this allowed the 
school district leadership 
to begin the process' of

bringing campus facilities 
into the 21 rst century along 
with Pampa’s tech-sawy 
students.

As is usually the case, 
construction, or recon
struction for that matter, is 
no easy feat. It almost 
always takes longer than 
initially expected and 
requires ample amounts of 
patience to overcome the 
daily obstacles that are des
tined to be uncovered as 
the building and its 
grounds are also exposed.

But Western Builders’ 
Jeff Popp has taken up the 
gauntlet. He is the superin
tendent for the high 
school’s renovations, 
which are now projected to

See PHS, Pages

Submlttad photo
A  large crane towere above the high school and te used to 
sat steal for the project

M an drow ns at 
L ake G reenbelt

An autopsy was to be per
formed this morning in 
Lubbock on a Pampa man 
who drowned early Saturday 
morning at Greenbelt Lake.

Chafen Wayne Wilson, 21, 
of Pampa, drowned shortly 
after midnight Friday near 
Old Clarendon Point.

Donley County sherifFs 
officials said today that they 
received an emergency call 
about 12:30 a.m. Saturday 
concerning a drowning at

L a k e  
Greenbelt.

W ilson’s 
body was 
reco v e red  
by the 
D o n l e y  
County Fire 
Department 
dive team 
about 1:16 a.m. Saturday in 
eight feet of water. Officials

See DROWNING, Page 3

Stout named 
to interim post

Assistant Police Chief 
Logan Stout has been named 
Interim Police Chief for the 
Pampa Police Department 
effective immediately, 
according to City Manager 
Trevlyn Pitner.

Pimer, the former police 
chief, was named to the city 
manager position on July 8. 
After former City Manager 
John Horst retired, Pitner 
served the dual roles of inter
im city manager and police 
chief.

Pitner said that Stout is 
“the right choice at the right

time” and 
that having 
someone in 
place with
in the
departmient 
who is 
ready to 
step into 
the top spot
makes the Logan Stout
tra n s itio n  
much easi
er.
. “Not having to worry

See STOUT, Page 3

Economic development 
incentives on city ^ enda

Economic development 
will top the agenda at the 
Pampa City Commission 
meeting set for 4 p.m. 
Tuesday at City Hall.

Ken May, president of the 
Pampa Economic
Development Corporation, 
and Dwight Fiveash, execu
tive director of the economic 
development corporation, 
will talk with the city com
mission concerning tax 
abatement incentives.

The commission will con
sider the Pampa Economic 
Development Corporation’s 
operating budget. It is pro
jected to be $440,000 for the 
year.

The tax abatement issue 
and wind energy are to be

part of the discussions 
planned for a work session 
following the commission 
meeting.

The city commission will 
also consider a contract Witfi 
Gray County for tax assess* 
ment and collection services 
and fees set by Gray County.

The county is going up on 
their fees from $6,800 a year 
to $7,004.

During the woric session, 
the commission is scheduled 
to discuss the city’s budget 
for the next fiscal year, the 
city landfill, water wells, 
utility rates and the muni(^ 
pal court judge in addition t# 
tax abatements and wind 
energy.

PEDC to meet in closed 
session tomorrow afternoon

The Pampa Economic 
Development Corporation 
board of directors will meet 
in closed session Tuesday 
afternoon.

It is scheduled to meet in 
executive session at 2 p.m., 
Tuesday, in the Nona Payne 
Room of the Pampa 
Chamber of Commerce

offices in the Community 
Building, 200 N. Ballard.

Pampa Economic
Development Corporation 
President Ken May and 
Executive Director Dwight 
Fiveash are scheduled to 
appear before the Pampa 
City Commission at 4 p.in?, 
at City Hall.

S ü a í m E  " C l b a r a ^
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N e x x  D a  y  F o r e c a s t

T u e s d a y U lednesday Th u rs d a y

Sunny Sunny Sunny

Tuesday: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 97. 
South-southwest w ind,between 10 and 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 70. 
South wind between 10 and 15 mph, with gusts as high 
as 20 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 95. 
South-southwest wind between 10 and 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 25 mph.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 
71. South wind between 10 and 20 mph, with gusts as 
high as 25 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 92. South 
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 69. 
South-southeast wind between 10 and 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph.
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P R E S T  l O E
ALITORODY 5 ACCESSORIES
101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500

FKEUULESnwrES

0 L t m o v p
(Cemeterp & in a
665-8921

Pranaod Arrangomonts Avaiiabla 
inciudlng Caskots

Spaciai Veterans Garden

F ä r b e n s !
aui6oleum of ^ a tn p a

23rd 8t and Prio* Rd 
www.mMnory-gardafw.tr1pod.com

Obituaries

Services tomorrvML
EVANS, Eva Lorene —  Graveside services, 10 

a.m., Memory Gardens Cemetery, Pampa.

Fred Mann, 74, of Pampa, 
died July 20, 2008, at

Eva Lorene Evans, 82, of 
Pampa, Texas, died July 17, 
2008, at Pampa.

Graveside services will be 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, July 22, 
2008, at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery with the Rev. Carl 
Novian, associate pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, 
officiating.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Carmichael- 
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Evans was bom 
Sept. 10,1925, in War Eagle,

Chafen Wayne Wilson, 
21, of Pampa, Texas, died 
July 19, 2008, at Lake 
Grecnbelt. Services are 
pending with Carmichael- 
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mr. M lson was bom Sept. 
11, 1986, in Pampa. Chafen 
was a lifelong resident of 
Pampa where he graduated 
from Pampa High School in 
2006. He was raised in the 
First Baptist Church and was 
a member of Highland 
Baptist Church of Pampa.'

He was employed a vari
ous times at the family busi
nesses.

Fred Mann, 74
Amarillo. Services are pend 
ing with Carmichael

Whatley Funeral Directors. 
—Sign the oo-Une register

Eva Lorene Evans, S2
Ark. She had been 
a resident of 
Pampa since 1942.

Eva married 
Audrey Evans in 
Pampa, and he 
preceded her in 
death in 1978.

She worked at a 
waitress at the 
Owen Johnson 
Café for several 
years and worked 
as a cook for the Pampa 
Senior Citizens Center.

Evans

Eva was a mem
ber o f the First 
B{^)tist Church for 
many years. She 
loved her animals 
as much as she did 
people.

S u r v i v o r s  
include two step
sons, James Evans 
o f Arizona and 
Earl Evans of 
Montana; one 

stepdaughter, Peggy Gallgan 
of Arizona; two grand-

Chafen Wayne Wilson, 21
S u r v i v o r s  

include his moth
er, Jill Wilson of 
Pampa; his father,
Loney Wilson and 
wife Melody of 
Mobeetie; two sis
ters, Chandon 
Portillo and hus
band Felipe of 
Pampa, and Lily 
Forbes of
Mobeetie; four 
brothers. Cade 
Conor Wilson, Dillon Forbes 
and Ben Wilson, all of 
Mobeetie; his maternal 
grandparents, Kaye Zachary

Wilson

Wilson,

and Dwayne 
.Johnson, both of 
Elk City, Okla.; his 
paternal grandpar
ents, Wayne and 
Zelda Wilson, and 
Dwight and Kathy 
Dermis, all of 
Pampa; his pater
nal great-grand
parents, Ardelle 

' Sirmans and Jean 
Orr, both of 

Pampa; a nephew, Ayden 
Portillo of Pampa; aunts and 
uncles. Brad fuid Sheri 
Johnson of Yukon, Okla., 
Chil and Stephanie Wilson

book at www.carmlchael- 
wbadey.com.

nephews, hw longtime care
giver, Roy Burtrm and wife 
Louann and Robby Burton, 
all of Pampa; and one grand
niece, Rosland Moya of 
Houston.

MEMORIALS: American 
Diabetes Association, 8008 
Slide Road, Suite 12-A, 
Lubbock, TX 79424.

—^ign the OB-Iine regis
ter book at
w w w . c a r m i c h a e l -  
whadey.com.

of Amarillo, Judd and Sherri 
Wilson, Todd and Jona 
Little, and Michael Dermis, 
all of Pampa; and a host of 
cousins and extended family.

MEMORIALS: Students 
Against Destructive
Decisions (S.A.D.D.) in care 
of Suzanne Pingel, Pampa 
High School, i l l  E. 
Harvester, Pampa, TX 
79065.

—Sign the on-line regis
ter book at
w w w . c a r m i c h a e l -  
whatley.com. ------- ---—

Em ergency Services
Pam pa PD

Pampa Police Department 
reported the following inci
dents for the period from 7 
a.m. Thursday through 11:59 

' p.m. Saturday.
Thursday, July 17

Nine traffic stops were 
!^.ihade.
’ A traffic complaint was 
. received from the intersec- 

tion of Hobart and Alcock 
^streets.
’ , Vehicle accidents were 
' reported at the intersection 

of Highway 293 and Farm to 
Market Road 2300, the 600 
block of Jupiter and the 100 
block of West Foster.

Calls and stops concern
ing animals occurred in the 
1000 block of Terry Road, 

, Jhe 1600 block of Evergreen, 
i^he 1000 block of Love 
i;0wice), the 700 block of 
^^orth  Gray, the 900 block of 
j i ia s t Browning, the 400 
i^block of North Sumner, and 
Tihe intersection of Powell 
r^and Harvester streets.
I;; Agency assistance was 
t. rendered at the intersection 
jl'df Highways 60 and 70.
; A welfare check was made 
: jn the 300 block of Miami.
I A suspicious person call 
(. was received from the 700 
•- block of North Roberta. At 

least one arrest was made in 
cormection with the incident.

A suspicious vehicle call 
was received from 
Recreation Park, 1600 E. 
Highway 60.

Disorderly conduct was 
reported in the 1300 block of 
Garland, the intersection of 
Harvester Avenue and 
Bradley Drive, and the 400 
block of Hughes.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Carr. A window valued at 
$100 was broken.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 1200 block of 
East Browning.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Hughes. A vehicle and its 
driver were egged.

A threat was reported in 
the 1600 block of North 
Hobart.

A domestic disturbance 
was reported in the 700 
block of Bradley Drive.

Assault was reported in 
the 100 block of West 30th. 
Minor injuries were reported 
in connection with the inci
dent.

Theft was reported in the 
300 block of North Nelson. 
A checkbook was either lost 
or stolen.

A gas drive-off was 
reported in the 300 block of 
North Hobart.

Unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle was reported

in the 400 block of North 
Nelson.

Friday, July 18
Twenty traffic stops were 

made.
Vehicle accidents were 

reported at Kingsmill on 
Highway 60 West, the 800 
block of North Hobart, the 
2200 block of Perryton 
Parkway and the 1000 block 
of North Hobart.

Calls and stops concern
ing animals occurred in the 
600 block of North Banks, 
the 1000 block o f South 
Dwight, the 2100 block of 
North Christine, the intersec
tion of Rham and Sumner 
streets, the 1000 block of 
South Nelson, the 500 block 
of North Doyle, the 1300 
block of Williston, the 1500 
block of North Zimmers, the 
1700 block of Aspen, the 
1300 block of Garland the 
700 block of Magnolia, the 
1100 block of West 
Kentucky, the 700 block of 
South Ballard, the 1100 
block of Kiowa, the 800 
block of East Francis and the 
1300 block of Charles.

A nmaway was reported 
in the 1100 block of South 
Dwight.

Eight attempts to serve 
papers were made.

Warrant service was 
attempted on one occasion 
and resulted in at least one

Amarillo Arborlogical will be sending 
an ISA Certified Arborist to service 
Pampa, Wheeler and Canadian on 

Tuesday, July 22nd.
To schedule an appointment, 

call Matt Johnson a t-341-8257.

Amarillo Arborlogical 
is a full service Tree  

and Plant Health 
Care Company 
specializing In 

Fertilization, Insect 
Control, Pruning, 
Tree and Stump

arrest.
Agency assistance was 

rendered in the 1100 block 
of South Dwight concerning 
follow-up on a runaway.

Agency assistance was 
rendered in the 700 block of 
Lefors and the 11800 block 
of West Highway 60.

Welfare checks were 
made at the intersection of 
Nelson and Alcock streets, 
the 1000 block of Twiford 
and the 1500 block of 
Williston.

Civil matters were report
ed in the 1000 block of East 
Browning and the police 
department lobby.

Suspicious person calls 
were received from the 700 
block of East 16th, the 1200 
block of North Wells and the 
2100 block of North Wells.

Suspicious vehicle calls 
were received from the 1000 
block of North Frost, the 600 
block of East Frederic, the 
2600 block of Dogwood and 
Recreation Park.

Evading arrest was report
ed in the 1000 block of 
Vamon Drive.

Disorderly conduct was 
reported in the 1100 block of 
Sirroco and the 1300 block 
of North Starkweather.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in the 700 block of 
Municipal Drive.

Criminal mischief was 
reported in tlje 700 block of 
Magnolia. A vehicle wind
shield valued at $500 was 
cracked.

Threats were reported in 
the 1200 block o f North 
Wells, the police department 
lobby and the 800 block of 
East Francis.

Domestic disturbances 
were reported in the 600 
block of Bradley Drive, the 
500 block of North Naida 
and the 1500 block of North 
Wells.

An offense against family 
and children was reported in 
the 100 block of West 30th.

One alarm was reported.
Two building checks and 

one business check were 
made.

Burglary was reported at 
Verona Italian Bistro, 220 N. 
Hobart. Consumable goods 
valued at $160 were taken.

Burglary was reported in 
the 3000 block of East 
Foster. Two windows of 
unknown estimated value 
were broken. At least one 
arrest was made in cotmec- 
tion with the incident.

SherifT

Gray County Sheriff’s 
Office reported the follow
ing arrests today.

Saturday, July 19 
Michael Francis Lyons, 

21, of Lytm, Mass., was 
arrested by Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
for possession o f 56 pounds 
or less but more thw  five 
pounds of marijuana.

Jodie S. Mathews, 26, of 
Dover, N.H., was arrested by 
DPS for possessions of 50 
pounds or less but more than 
five pounds of marijuana.

Ignacio Vaigas III, 34, of 
Pampa was arrested in the 
600 block o f Plains by 
Pampa Police Department
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for no valid driver’s license 
and no proof of financial 
responsibility.

Sunday, July 20
Beruto Nicholas Martinez, 

22, of Pampa was arrested in 
the 1200 block o f North 
Hobart by Pampa PD for 
aggravated assault with a 
d e^ ly  weapon.

Jeremy Frank Martinez, 
18, of Pampa was arrested in 
the 1200 block of North 
Hobart by Pampa PD for 
public intoxication.

Bobby Joe Remy, 67, of 
Amarillo was arrested by 
GCSO for theft of property 
over $20 and under $500 by 
check.

Kelly Ray Finger, 38, of 
Pampa was arrested by 
GCSO for no valid driver’s 
license.

Theodore Edward
Whittley, 34, of Pampa was 
arrested by GCSO for pos
session of less dian one gram 
of a controlled substance.

Michael Marquest
Diamond, 23, of Pampa was 
arrested in the 500 block of 
East Atchison by Pampa PD 
for possession of drug para
phernalia.

Megan Renee Payne, 20, 
of Pampa wais arrested in the 
1400 block of North Hobart 
by Pampa PD for theft of 
property over $50 and under 
$500.

City

Briefs
The Pampa N ew s is not 

responsible for the content of 
paid advertisem ent

2406 EVERGREEN, house 
for sale- 3 /2 /2 .806-44&3363.

GENEROUS REWARD for 
return of keydtain w / cross 
A 4 keys. Call cell# 896-2043.

HIGHLAND BAPTIST 
Church's VBS wiD be Satur
day, July 26 from 8:30 am to 2 
pm at Central Park. Contact 
Bva Prlcu at 440-22S1 for

http://www.mMnory-gardafw.tr1pod.com
http://www.carmlchael-wbadey.com
http://www.carmlchael-wbadey.com
http://www.carmichael-whadey.com
http://www.carmichael-whadey.com
http://www.carmichael-whatley.com
http://www.carmichael-whatley.com
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D roivning
Continued from Front Page

said the body was found 
about 75 feet off shore.

Sheriff's officials said 
Wilson was apparently 
swimming across a cove^ 
northwest of the Sandy 
Beach area. He was at the 
lake with fnends, officials 
said today.

Officers said statements 
were taken from witnesses, 
but there appeared to be no 
sign of fowl play.

Sheriff’s officials said 
that in addition to the 
Donley County Fire 
Department and Donley 
County Sheriff’s office,

Donley Coimty Emergency 
Medical Technicians and 
officers with the Greenbelt 
Water Authority assisted in 
the recovery.

Donley County Justice of 
the Peace Ann Kennedy of 
Hedley ordered an autopsy. 
Judge Ketmedy was on call 
during the weekend.

Services were pending 
today with Carmichael- 
Whatley Funeral Directors 
in Pampa.

Wilson was bom in 
Pampa and graduated from 
Pampa High School in 2006. 
He was raised in the First 
Baptist Church and was a 
member of the Highland

Baptist Church.
Survivors include his 

mother Jill Wilson óf 
Pampa; his father, Lon<y 
Wilson and his wife Melotjy 
of Mobeetie; two sisters, 
Chandon Portilo and her 
husband Felipe o f Pampa, 
and Lily Forbes of 
Mobeetie; four brothers. 
Cade M irón, Conw Wilson, 
Dillon Forbes and Ben 
Wilson, all of Mobeetie; 
maternal grandparents, Kaye 
Zachary and Dwayne 
Johnson of Elk City, and 
paternal grandparents, 
Wayne and Zelda Wilson 
and Dwight and Kathy 

. Dennis, all o f Pampa.

Stout
Renovating the women students’ restroom on the first floor.

Submitted photo

PH S
Continued from Front Page

be finished by the Christmas 
o f 2009.

Jeff accompanied
Stephenson and me on our 
venture.

“Western Builders will do 
both the high school renova
tions and the new junior 
high,’’ Stephenson said of 
Western Builders. “Jeff will 
be with us for two and a half 
years or so.”

As we continued walking 
th io u ^  the plastic-adorned 
hallway of Ae first floor, 
aside from the ceilings and 
the men working toward 
abating asbestos -  some
thing which is commonly 
present in facilities of this 
age -  Stephenson explained 
t ^ t  the workers were not 
only preparing for abatement 
work, but that others were 
also putting in the mecha
nisms required for new fire 

' spriiiklKr,'' electrickr' tele- 
' phone and intercohi systenis.

“̂T h ^ ’re all w o i^ g 'b n  
something different,” he 
said.

Other than the obvious 
multi-tasking occurring in 
the hallways, the next major 
area under renovation on the 
first floor was happening in 
what used to be the old 
Home Economics class
rooms on the south side of 
the first floor.

These former adjoining 
classrooms, one for cooking 
and one for sewing, are now 
nothing more than one large 
concrete-slabbed area 
stripped down to the bare 
essentials. The old cooking 
room will be converted into 
a regular classroom and an 
administration conference 
room, to replace the one that 
will be eliminated in the 
reconstruction plans.

The remaining sewing 
area will be converted into a 
regular classroom as well. 
The home economics pro
gram will then temporarily 
be combined into one class
room in the vocational build
ing for the coming school 
year.

Plans are being made next 
summer for the sewing room 

_ to be replaced in ajxKtion of 
the welding area of the voca
tional building, while the 
cooking program will then 
be taught in its current loca
tion in the vocational build
ing.

The first floor girls* rest
room, across the hall from 
the former home economics 
classrooms is also getting a 
facelift. It is the only student 
restroom being totally reno
vated, according to 
Stephenson.

“We’re redoing all the 
stall partitions and replacing 
plumbing and fixtures on 
half of the restroom. One 
reason we’re doing this is to 
make sure one of me stalls is 
ADA (American with 
Disabilities Act) compliant,” 
Stephenson said

As many in the communi
ty saw last summer, the old 
newspaper and yearbook 
classroom at the east end of 
the first floor was complete
ly demolished. It will be 
relocated on the second 
floor. Speech and debate.

video broadcast, me foreign 
language classes and ISS 
will be relocated to me reno
vated basement area.

The cafeteria will be 
placed in me new portion of 
me high school just north of 
me current first floor hall
way, which is what many of 
us ^  going on right now. 
The new cafeteria is posi
tioned west of me tennis 
courts. The visible steel 
structured-area will be me 
new, two story science class- 
roorn comptex -replacing 
me old demolished second- 
story science wing.^

Ih is is what makes mings 
a little complicated, accord
ing to Stephenson, for me 
construction crew is not only 
renovating me current h i^  
school, but mey are also 
working on building the 
brand new portions of me 
campus as well.

In addition to me new sci
ence wing and cafeteria 
'fheifities, a student commons 
''area' is also being built, 
attached to me cafeteria area, 
providiirg students a safe, 
open area for congregating.

A new library is in die 
works as well. The library 
and all of its books were 
temporarily relocated in me 
vocational building mis last 
school year. But the librari
ans weren’t me only ones 
moved out. Science teachers 
and meir students were relo
cated into me portable build
ings placed in me school’s 
main parking lot last sum
mer.

Second-floor English and 
social studies teachers will 
get the portable building 
experience starting mis com
ing January. According to 
Stephenson and Popp, me 
plan is for me science com
plex to be completed at 
Christmas. Science teachers 
will then move into meir 
facilities, and then the 
English and social studies 
teachers on me west end of 
me second floor will move 
out to me portable buildings 
at mat time while meir class
rooms are being renovated. 
Plans are for me mird floor 
classrooms to move to me 
portables during . spring. 
break of 2009. First floor 
administration offices and 
me basement will be reno
vated during me summer of 
2009.

But me most immediate 
work to be done involves me 
renovation, of 16 classrooms 
on me first floor mat must be 
completed by the time 
school starts.

I walked into one of me 
rooms slated to be finished. 
All of mese rooms will have 
new ceiling wim recessed 
lighting and electrical outlets 
to support the comfmters and 
technolopr of education in 
the coming years. In addi
tion, new storage units, paint 
and flooring will also be pro
vided.

What is the Plan B if these 
classrooms aren’t ready by 
August 23? I ask Mr. 
Stephenson.

*nhat*s not an option,” lie 
told me.

And so the race is on.
The typical crew of 30-40 

conatructKNi woifccra could

go to as many as 100 to 
make sure me work gets 
completed in me next few 
weeks. .

The school office is 
presently closed until July 
14.

Continued from Front Page

about the immediate 
future of the police depart
ment means me world to me 
right now,” Pimer said. “ We 
have many issues to face as a 
city and the Police 
Department is not one I want 
to worry about.

“1 was searching for a 
good assistant chief and 
future chief for Pampa when 
Logan came along and he 
came along at the right

time.”
Logan Stout is a fifth gen

eration Texas peace officer. 
He graduated valedictorian 
from the 63rd Class - 
Panhandle Regional Law 
Enforcement Academy in 
Amarillo and has over IS 
years of municipal police 
experience working wim 
Vernon and The Colony 
Police Departments. During 
his career. Stout has been 
assigned to a wide variety of 
duties as an officer and/or

supervisor including patrol, 
police fitness training and 
criminal investigations. I 

Stout is a Tex4s 
Panhandle native who grad
uated from Dalhart High 
School and later receiving 
his Bachelor of Seiende 
degree in Criminal Justide 
Administration frotn
Columbia Souffietn
University. Logan and hjs 
wife Melissa have two boys, 
ages 12 and IS.

Study says Texas, Deleware residents 
enjoy h ^ e s t  level o f econom ic freedom

Delaware and Texas are 
me most economically free 
states in me U.S., while West 
Viiginia has me dubious dis
tinction of being me least 
economically free, according 
to a new study from the 
Fraser Institute.

“Economic ficedom is one 
of the main drivers of pros
perity apd growth., States, 
wim low levels of economic 
freedom reduce me ability, of 
meir citizens to prosper eco
nomically, leaving people 
poorer man mey need be,” 
said Fred McMahon, co
author of the report and 
director of globalization stud
ies at me Fraser Institute, an 
economic think tank with 
offices throughout North 
America.

States wim me next high
est levels of economic free
dom are Colorado, Georgia, 
and Norm Carolina. Maine 
and Mississippi join West 
Virginia near tiie bottom of 
the rankings.

The Institute’s peer- 
reviewed study. Economic 
Freedom of Norm America: 
2008 Annual Report, meas
ures the impact of economic 
freedom on me level of eco
nomic activity and the 
growm of economic activity 
in SO U.S. states and 10 
Canadian provinces by creat
ing an index utilizing 10 
components based on size of 
government, taxation, and 
labor market freedom.

The Economic Freedom of

Norm America index is an 
offshoot of the Fraser 
Institute’s Economic
Freedom of me World index, 
me result of two decades of 
work by more man 60 schol
ars, including three Nobel 
Laureates.

This year’s Economic 
Freedom of Norm America 
report ,inQludes 9 ,new , 
overviw  of economic free
dom iii xlifferent regions of 
die United States.

“This snapshot of econom
ic freedom in me Northeast, 
me Soumeast, me Midwest, 
me Soumwest, and me West 
allows for comparisons 
between neighboring states in 
a number of categories,” said 
Alan Dowd, Fraser Institute 
senior fellow and contributor 
to me report.

“For instance, it’s interest
ing to note mat me states wim 
me best record of economic 
freedom are predominately in 
me western half of me coun
try.”

Between 2000 and 2005, 
Norm Dakota had me fastest 
growm in economic freedotp 
wim Wyoming and Montana 
tied for second. South 
Dakota, Nevada, Nebraska, 
Iowa, and Florida tied for 
fourm.

New Mexico stands out as 
me only state wim negative 
growm in economic freedom 
between 2000 and 2005. 
Arizona had me second low
est growth rate, with 
Connecticut, Michigan,

Soum Carolina, New York, 
and Ohio all tied for mird 
lowest.

Over this same time peri
od, per-capita GDP in me 
United States grew by nine 
percent, compared to five 
percent in me states wim me 
worst growm record and 18 
percent in the states wim the 

.best.̂  , , .
Remforcing me notion mat 

economic freedom leads to 
greater prosperity, me 2008 
report shows mat Colorado, 
Georgia, Delaware, North 
Carolina, New Hampshire, 
Tennessee, and Texas -  states 
with consistently strong 
records of economic freedom 
-  had a GDP per capita mat 
was more man $4,300 above 
the American average in 
2005. Plus, meir growm from 
1981 to 2005 is nearly 20 
percentage points higher.

“States wim high levels of

economic fi^dom  are ffiose 
that tend to have lower taxes, 
smaller government, and 
flexible labor maricets. These 
conditions create jobs and 
opportunities leading to eco
nomic growth,” McMahon 
said.

Delaware, me most eco
nomically free state, has me 
best score fpr bom low levfcls  ̂
of government and low taxbs. 
Nevada and Texas are second 
and third for low levels of 
government wim Alaska and 
Soum Dakota ranked second 
and mird for low tax levels.

States in me Soum apd 
Soumwest tend to have me 
best scores for labor market 
freedom, wim Norm Carolina 
and Texas leading me way, 
followed closely by Georgia 
and Virginia.
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Viewpoints
Texas tales: The story of Pecos cow

She didn’t have a particu
larly feminine sounding 
name, but the old heifer they 
called Pecos sure came 
branded with a good story.

I he tale came to light in 
the fall of 1928, when W.E. 
W iir Pruett of Santa Rita, 
N.M., showed up in Alpine 
and fort Davis looking for 
old acquaintances.

Mis father, Philip H. 
Pruett, had been one of Fort 
l)a\is' earliest civilian set
tlers. He and his family had 
arrived at the small town 
adjacent to the frontier cav
alry post in what is now Jeff 
Davis County in the summer 
of 18X0.

forty-eight years later 
Will Pruett found only two 
people still living in Fort 
Davis who had been around

during his youth, and only 
one person in Alpine. But at 
some point during his vjsit 
he ran into a newspaper cor
respondent who interviewed 
him and wrote a story about 
him for the Dallas Morning 
News. (The journalist may 
have been Barry Scobee, 
who came to Fort Davis in 
1917, but the piece does not 
have a byline.)

In 1876, Pruett related, his 
father took the family by 
train from White County, 
Arkansas, to Trinidad, Colo. 
From there, Philip Pruett 
carried his wife Martha and 
five kids (then 8 year old 
Will was the oldest child) in 
a wagon to Santa Fe, N.M. 
That fall Pruett bought a 
herd of 40 shorthorn cattle 
and with his family and three
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cowboys left New Mexico 
for West Texas.

All they had was one 
wagon and two horses. 
Along the way, they had to 
melt snow to provide drink
ing water for themselves and 
their stock.

On New
Year’s Day Mike 
1877, they 
final ly
r e a c h e d  Columrust 
B e n  
Ficklin, at —  
the time the
seat of Tom Green County. 
The 500-plus mile trip in the 
dead of winter had been hard 
on man and beast.

“After our long and per
ilous Journey,” Pruett 
recalled, “all of our herd 
died of the Texas fever [a

tick-borne illness] except 
four dogie calves and one 2 
year old heifer.”

That sturdy heifer was 
Pecos, named after the river 
the Pruetts had to cross mid
way on their journey from 

Santa Fe to
Texas.

Not yet 
named,  
Pecos joined 
the herd 
about a 
week before 
C hristm as. 

The Pruetts and their herders 
sat in camp on the north side 
of the river near the present 
town of Pecos when a rider 
approached. The man, who 
worked on a nearby farm, 
offered a 2 year old heifer to 
Pruett in exchange for a

pound of coffee. •
“Father told the Mexican 

that he had no saddle horse 
and that the heifer was wild 
and that he couldn’t keep her 
with the bunch,” Pruett 
remembered.

The visitor said he would 
stay with them until the 
heifer settled down.

“So my father told him 
that he would give him the 
pound of coffee for the 
heifer,” Pruett continued. 
“Then the Mexican went 
from the camp and in a little 
while came back with the 
heifer roped.”

The man tied her to a 
mesquite bush for the night. 
The next morning they for
mally made the trade, cow 
for coffee. Soon after, pre
sumably, the previous owner

of the heifer enjoyed a hot 
cup of Joe on a cold 
December day.

Not long after acquiring 
Pecos, the Pruetts ran into a 
caravan of traders on their 
way to Mexico down the 
Chihuahua Trail. Their w ^ -  
ons were loaded with dried 
buffalo meat.

After that, Pruett said, 
they did not see anyone else 
for 19 days straight, the time 

,it took them to travel the 
stage coach road from 
Horsehead Crossing on the 
Pecos to Ben Ficklin.

The Pruett family stayed 
in the Concho country until 
1880, when the elder Pruett 
decided to relocate to Fort 
Davis. They pushed a herd

See COX, Page 6

By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, July 21, the 203rd day of 2008. are 
163 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
()n .1 uly 21, 1861, the first Battle of Bull Run was fought at 

Manassas, Va., resulting in a Confederate victory.
On this date:
In 1831, t.edpold I was proclaimed King of die Belgians.....
In 1925, the so-called “Monkey Trial” ended in Dayton, 

Tenn., with John T. Scopes convicted of violating state law for 
teaching Darwin’s Theory of Evolution. (The conviction was 
later overturned on a technicality.)

In 1930, President Hoover signed an executive order estab
lishing the Veterans
Administration.

In 1944, American 
forces landed on Guam 
during World War II.

In 1949, the U.S. Senate 
ratified the North Atlantic 
Treaty.

In 1954, the Geneva 
Conference concluded with 
accords dividing Vietnam 
into northern and southern 
entities.

In 1955, during a sum
mit in Geneva, President 
Eisenhower presented his 
“open skies” proposal 
under which the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union would

l i »
1

p o a ^lY
rule four

IVue firee-market system dog-eat-dog affair
trade infonnation on each other’s military facilities and allow 
aerial reconnaissance.

In 1961, Capt. Virgil “Gus” Grissom became the second 
American to rcK'ket into a suborbital pattern around the Earth, 
living aboard the Liberty Bell 7.

In 1969, .Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin 
"Bu/y”  Aldrin blasted off from the moon aboard the lunar 
mcxliile.

In 1980, draft registration began in the United States for 19- 
and 20-year-old men.

Ten years ago: President Clinton announced a crackdown 
on nursing homes that were lax about quality and on states that 
vv ere doing a poor job of regulating them. The Pentagon said 
it (bund no evidence to supfwrt allegations in a CNN report 
that U.S. troops had used nerve gas during a 1970 operation in 
Laos designed to hunt down American defectors. Astronaut 
Alan Shepard died in Monterey, Calif, at age 74. Actor Robert 
Young died in Westlake Village, Calif, at age 91.

Five years ago: President Bush said he was working to per
suade more nations to help in Iraq. Carlton Dotson Jr., the 
roommate of missing Baylor basketball player Patrick 
Dennchy, was arrested and charged with Dennehy’s murder. 
(Dotson later pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 35 years in 
prison.)

I’ve observed through the 
years that more people like 
to support free-market 
economies verbally than 
actually participate in one. 
It’s understandable when 
you know that a true free- 
market economy is a dog- 
eat-dog affair. Any good his
tory of the Industrial 
Revolution will teach you 
that.

Living in the South, I’ve 
never belonged to a union. 
I’ve always thought that one 
boss was one too many. I 
was never about to pay 
somebody else to be a sec
ond boss. On the other hand. 
I’ve always recognized that 
most of the workplace bene
fits most of us take for grant
ed are the result of long bat
tles waged by unions.

Ironically, when unions 
werfe strong, the best situa
tion was to w ork.for an 
employer who was afraid his 
employees would unionize. 
A little industry developed in 
the 1950s of consultants who 
advised corporations that the 
best way to keep unions out

was to pay a decent wage 
and provide a safe work
place and reasonably good 
benefits. Most of the smart 
bosses went along, however 
reluctantly.

Today, the American 
union movement is largely 
broken, thanks to free trade 
and generally unsympathetic 
politicians. Free trade -  
which as 
practiced is
not really Charley
free and R eeS C
c e r t a i n l y
not based Colum nist

anyone. That qualifies for 
the Big Lie label because it 
is obviously untrue. How 
can an American making 
$20 an hour compete with 
somebody who will do the 
same work for $4 a day? Can 
you compete at S9 an hour 
sewing bluejeans when poor 
women in Central America 
get paid 75 cents a pair to cut 

and sew 
bluejeans?

How can 
A m e r i c a n  
farmers

on reciproc
ity
enabled the
multinational corporations to 
export their jobs to foreign 
countries. No union has any 
leverage if an employer can 
say, “Accept my terms or I’ll 
close the plant and move 
your jobs to Mexico or 
China.”

The Big Lie politicians 
trot out when people begin 
to complain about so-called 
free trade is that American 
workers can compete with

c o m p e t e ,  
while com
plying with 
all of our 

and environmental 
against somebody

labor 
laws,
south of the border who can 
grow the same produce with
out giving a spit for his 
workers, sanitation or the 
environment? The trouble 
with the “flat earth” propa
gandists is that the hidden 
assumption is Americans 
will endure the same low 
standard of living you find in 
places like South America

and many parts of Asia.
Some of the blame for this 

falls on the shoulders of 
union leaders who were 
either stupid or corrupt. 
They were stupid if they fell 
for the government line 
“Don’t worry about lost 
jobs; we’ll train people for 
new jobs.” Sure, some 56- 
year-old assembly line 
worker will easily transition 
to a computer programmer 
or a medical doctor. Sure, 
frogs sing opera and lions 
eat turnips.

People sometimes forget 
when they talk about the 
19th-centi^ battles over tar
iffs that Southerners never 
advocated not having tariffs. 
They simply wanted a uni
form revenue tariff. Even so, 
an honest look at the 
American economy will tell 
you that we became a great 
industrial power behind a > 
wall of protective tariffs. If 
you want a prosperous popu- 
lationi you must have a 
strong manufacturing base.

See REESE, Page 6

Texas ThoughtS-
By T h «  Associated Press

A sample of editorial opinion around 
Texas:

■  July 13
Fort Worth Star-Telegram on the 

Federal Reserve’s latest moves:
Better now than never.
The Federal Reserve Board is 

expected to adopt regulations today 
curtnng home Imding practices that 
have M  to a devastating nationwide 
wave o f foreclosures, a credit crunch, 
destabilized financial instHirtions and 
tumbling stock prices.

You could accunNely call these mort
gage lending practices such as “liar 
loans’* inasponsiMs, dMdy, loose or

they’re foolish practices that must be 
stopped.

In fact, they should have been 
squelched long before now. Had that 
been done, subprime loan wouldn’t 
have become a term almost rivaling 
toxic waste dump.

The Associated Press reports the Fed 
is likely to ptY>hibit lenders from mak
ing loans without proof o f a borrower’s 
iiKome, the so-called “liar loans” in 
which homebuyers fudged the truth 
about their income to get a mortgage 
approved.

The Fed also is 'expected to stop 
lenders from penalizing high-risk bor
rowers who pay home loons off egriy 
Md ratfuit« lenders to ensure that bor-

Costs for insurance and taxes often arc 
included in the monthly mortgage pay
ment but in some cases were not fully 
disclosed.

The new Fed rules, first proposed in 
December, also are likely to bar lenders 
from granting a loan without consider
ing a homebuyer’s ability to repay the 
loan with money from assets other than 
the home’s value. .

During a prolonged housing boom, 
when home prices were rapidly escalat
ing, careless assumptions sometimes 
were made that a homeowner who got 
behind on mortgage payments could 
simply sell the home for a higher price 
and pay off the loan.

But whan housing prices began

you to Miei to pay property

ic

Fh
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Dear Abby.
I ■' IP' —

By Paulin* & Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: My cousin's 9-year-old 
son, "Andy," has been living with me for 
the past few years. Now my husband has 
been diagnosed with cancer, and I must 
return Andy to his mother. Abby, his moth
er is an alcoholic and drug addict. She has 
no income, and the list goes on. How do I 
return that boy to this type of environment? 
My immediate and extended families insist 
he go home to his mother, but I am worried 
about his future. What do I do? I need to 
concentrate and focus on my husband's 
health, but who will give Andy the care 
that he needs? -  WORRIED AUNT IN 
COLORADO

DEAR WORRIED AUNT: There is an 
alternative to returning Andy to that 
unhealthy environment, but it will require 

'cooperation from your immediate and 
extended families. Keep the child with 
you, but have him stay with the relatives at 
the times your husband is getting his treat
ments. If they are unwilling, peihaps the 
parents of some of Andy's friends would be 
willing to help out. Please give it a try and 
let me know what happens, because the 
best place for Andy is with responsible 
people who know and love him.

DEAR ABBY: I am in my early 40s. Most 
of my good friends, whom I have known 
my whole life, have not given a second 
thought to our ̂ >proaching "-golden years." 
No one is saving money for retirement, 
participating in any sort of plan or even 
thinking about how they will manage later 
in life. They all have fun, interesting, low- 
paying jobs. This mindset may have been 
fine 20 y e ^  ago, but we arent kids any
more. I worry that when my friends are 
senior citizens they will be destitute. They 
laugh off my worries. My parents are 
enjoying a modest but comfortable retire
ment which they worked for — and plaimed 
for — most of their lives. I want the same 
for myself and my friends. How can I 
inspire them to take action?— TOM IN

LONG BEACH, CALIF.
DEAR TOM: You are a caring 

and wise friend who is surrounded by per
petual adolescents. Sometimes people can 
be their own worst enemies, and it's not 
always possible to save them from them
selves. Talking to people who choose to 
live for today while ignoring the impor
tance of preparing for tomorrow won't 
work. A better approach would be to teach 
them by example, then cross your fingers 
and hope they catch on.

DEAR ABBY: Perhaps you can settle a 
minor disagreement between a fellow bar- 
tetider and me. I say it is impolite to 
remove a cash tip from the bar before a 
patron leaves. She, however, just grabs the 
money and counts it — right in front of the 
customer. She thinks it's OK because the 
customer wants to be acknowledged and 
thanked. Abby, I always thank my cus
tomers, whether they tip or not, and I think 
counting money in front of them sends a 
message that we value their gratuity more 
than their business. What is the polite way 
to handle this? -  SHAKEN, NOT 
STIRRED IN MARCO ISLAND, FLA.

DEAR "S.N.S.": Your co-worker's tech
nique makes me wonder if her acknowl
edgment is given on a sliding scale, com
mensurate with the tip. (Ten percent gets a 
nod. Fifteen percent gets a smile. Twenty 
percent and she says, "Come back soon!") 
I prefer your more low-key and appropriate 
method — and it isn't even close.

C ro ssw o rd  Puzzle M arm aduke

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
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Deadly tolls: Sick truckers causing fatal accidents
WASHINGTON (AP) — Hondreds of 

thousands of tractor-trailer and bus drivers in 
the United States carry commercial driver’s 
licenses despite also qualifying fw full fed
eral disability payments, and some of those 
drivers have suffered seizures, heart attacks 
or unconscious spells, according to a new 
U.S. safety study obtained by The 
Associated Press.

The problems threatening highway travel
ers persist despite years of government 
warnings and hundreds of deaths and injuries 
blamed on commercial truck and bus drivers 
who blacked out, collapsed or suffered major 
health problems behind the wheels of vehi
cles that can weigh 40 tons or more.

The U.S. agency responsible for cracking 
down on unfit truckers, the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration, acknowl
edges it hasn’t completed any of eight rec
ommendations that U.S. safety regulators 
have proposed since 2001. One would set 
minimum standards for officials who deter

mine whether truckers are 
medically safe to drive. 
Another would prevent 
truckers from “doctor 
shopping” to find a physi
cian who might overlot^ a 
risky health condition. It’s 
unclear whether any of die 
eight recommendations 
will be done before 
President Bush leaves 
office.

“We have a major public 
safety problem, and we 
haven’t corrected it,” said 
Gerald Donaldson, senior 
research director at the 
W a s h i n g t o n - b a s e d  
Advocates for Highway 
and Auto Safety, whose 
members include con
sumer, health and safety 
groups and insurance com-

The problems 
threatening highway 

travelers persist 
despite years of 

' government warnings 
and hundreds of deaths 
and injuries blamed on 
commercial truck and 

bus drivers who 
blacked out, collapsed 

or suffered major 
health problems 

behind the wheels of 
vehicles that can 

weigh 40 tons or more.

panics. “You have an 
agency that is favorably 
disposed to maintaining 
the integrity of the indus
try’s economic situation.” 

Truckers violating fed
eral medical rules have 
been caught in every 
state, according to a 
review by the AP of 7.3 
million commercial driver 
violations compiled by 
the Transportation 
Department in 2006, die 
latest data available. 
Texas, Maryland,
Georgia, Florida, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Michigan, Alabama, New - 
Jersey, Minnesota and 
Ohio were states where 
drivers were sanctioned 
most frequently for break

ing medical rules, such as failing to carry a 
valid medical certificate. Those 12 states 
accounted for half of all such violations in 
the United States.

Consider these cases:
— Â Tlorida bus driver who suffers fixim 

lung disease and uses three- daily inhalers to 
control breathing told cong^ssional investi
gators that he “occasionally blacks out and 
forgets things.” He works as a substitute 
driver despite not having a medical certifi
cate, and his commercial license expires in 
2010. The driver, who was not identified but 
will figure prominently in a congressional 
hearing this week, has collected Social 
Security benefits since 1994. He confided to 
investigators that he “gets winded” walking 
to his mailbox but has no problem driving a 
passenger bus.

— Â Virginia trucker with a prosthetic leg 
from a farm accident more than 10 years ago 
is permitted to drive tanker trucks until at 

See w r e c k s . Page 8

C ox

R eese
Continued from Page 4 you must control immigra

tion.
The politicians we’ve elected since the 1960s have 

destroyed most of our manufacturing base and opened the 
floodgates to immigration, both legal and illegal. When 
there is a surplus of labor, the price of labor is driven down. 
That’s free-market economics. So-called free trade has con
sistently produced trade deficits, which have resulted in a 
ntassiye transfer of wealth to overseas countries. Most 
Americans have no idea how much of our country is owned 
by fo reign^ . We are ill-informed«by the prwt« lied to by 
our politicians and por.rly prepared by public education. 
That’s a formula for a oad futiu'e.

— Write to Charley Reese at P.O. Box 2446, Orlando, FL 
32802.

Feds
Continued from Page 4 crashing, that theory went out 

the window.
The Center for Responsible Lending has conducted a 

study forecasting that millions of American homeowners 
will lose their houses and as much as $164 billion as a result 
of foreclosures In the subprime mortgage market.

Tbe “Losing Ground” study forecast that one in five sub
prime loans issued in 2005 and 2006 will fail.

That not only hurts those who lose their homes, but also 
neighboring homeowners who experience a ripple effect of 
having their property values fall.

On Friday, the fallout from the mortgage mess hammered 
Wall Street.

The stocks of embattled mortgage finance behemoths 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac fell significantly, sending the 
entire market into a tailspin and generating talk of a poten
tial government bailout. More than $5 trillion worth of mort
gages are held or guaranteed by the two entities a dollar fig
ure roughly 70 percent higher than the annual federal budg
et of $2.9 trillion.

The Federal Reserve’s proposed rules are expected to 
apply to new loans made by lenders of all types, including 
mortgage brokers and banks.

The Fed should act immediately to help ensure that anoth
er disastrous housing crisis doesn’t occur. We don’t want to 
go through this again, do we?

HUT

rO ANSWER I 
m o N S

D.INCm
■ k  TitI« And Abstract Company 
Pad Title Insurance Agent In 
ntjf And Roberts Counties

EDITH HILL MANAGER

SMIU SUITE 171-A 
IPA TEXAS
241 FAX 806-665-7209 

county tMe.com

Continued from Page 4 of Longhorns into that high
country, according to Will 

Pruett, “the first bunch of stock cattle ever driven west of the 
Pecos.”

They lived two miles up Limpia Canyon, initially making 
a living by selling milk and butter to the military garrison. 
Later the family moved to Musquiz Canyon, where Pruett 
continued to run cattle. The pioneer rancher also played a 
role in setting up one of the area’s first schools and helped 
blaze the road from Fort Davis to the new railroad town of 
Murphyville, later renamed Alpine.

Pruett kept Pecos, the heifer he got for a pound of coffee, 
for the rest of her long life. He had made a sharp trade. 
According to Will Pruett, Pecos lived for 23 years, giving 
birth to 19 heifers and one steer calf.

“Her increase ran to more than 200 head in a few years,” 
Pruett said in his* 1928 interview. “One thousand dollars 
profit on the pound of coffee is a very conservative estimate 
of what the initial investment brought.”

P O L IT IC S
/ .

Obama begins firsthand look at Baghdad
BAGHDAD (AP) — Barack 

Obama began Monday his first on- 
the-ground inspection- of Iraq since 
launching his bid for the White 
House, witii U.S. commanders ready 
to brief him on progress in a war he 
long opposed and Iraqi leaders want
ing more details o f his ¡miposals fin- 
troop withdrawals.

His s tc ^  in Baghdad —  and oth«r 
areas of die country —  marked die 
second major leg of a war zone tour 
that opened in Afghanistan. The cmi- 
trasts in tone and message were dis
tinct.

Obama sees the batde against the 
resurgent Taliban and a t-(^ d a  In 
Afj^ianistan as America’s moat cru
cial fight and supports expanding 
troc^ strengdi to counter a sharp rise 
in attacks.

But CMiama had stood against die 
Iraq invasion and qow wemies that an 
open-ended U.S. combat mission will 
sap military resources and focus — at 
a time when Iraq violence has 
dropped to its lowest level in four 
years. .

■The niiaoia senplor —̂  tiavding in 
a congvesskmal delegMibR erith S ^ .  
Jack Reed, D-R.I., a ^  Chuck Hagel, 
R-Neb. —  arrived in the country 
early Monday. Their first stop was 
B a s^  die U.S. Embassy said.

Basra is die center for about 4,000 
British troops involved mostly in 
training Iraqi forces. An Ira^i-led 
offensive begun in Mardi reclaimed 
control of most of the city fixim Shiite 
militia believed linked to Iran.

Travel plans fix the Donocratic 
presidential candidate were kept 
secret, but he wqs seen arriving for a 
meeting with Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki in the heavily protected

Green Z(»ie.
Obama has made no public state

ments smee arriving in Iraq. There 
was no noticeable ti^tening of secu
rity on Baghdad’s streets and inside 
the Green Zone.

'This is the same 
stnOegy that he voted

against, railed against. 
H e was wrong about the 
surge. It is succeeding 
and we are winning.'

—  GOP presidential 
nominee John McCain

The meetings were expected to 
include the top U.S. commander in 
Iraq, Gen. David Petraeus, and other 
military chiefs outlining Ae signifi
cant gains in recent months against 
bodi Shiite militia and Sunni msur- 
gents including al-Qaida in Iraq.

The White House and military 
leaders —  and many residents of 
Baghdad — trace the momentum 
b a ^  to last year’s buildup of more 
than 30,000 troops in areas around 
Iraq’s oqiital. Obama’s challenger. 
Sen. John McCain, has tried to ham
mer Obama on his critical remarks 
before the so-called “surge.” .

In an interview Monday on ABC’s 
“Good Morning America,” McCain 
said he hqied Obama would now 
“have the opportunity to see the suc
cess o f tile surge.”

“This is the same strategy that he 
voted against, railed against,”

McCain said. “He was wrong about 
the surge. It is succeeding and we are 
winning.”

All five surge brigades have left 
Iraq, but there are still about 147,000 
U.S. soldiers in Iraq, more than in 
early 2007.

Obama has endorsed removing 
U.S. combat forces over a 16-month 
period, but has been less precise on 
the size and type of U.S. military role 
needed in Iraq after an exit from tiie 
battlefield.

Iraqi leaders are expected to press 
Obama for more clarity on his long
term vision. Such discussions have 
added importance since Iraq and U.ST 
negotiators appear stalled in efforts to 
reach a long-range pact to define 
future U.S. military presence and 
obligations.

American diplomats hoped to 
reach a final accord by the end of the 
month, but it now seems the goal is a 
stopgap “bridge” document that 
would maintain the status for U.S. 
forces once a U.N. mandate on their 
presence expires at the end of the 
year. Such as move would leave tiie 
hard bargaining to the next president.

Iraqi leaders, meanwhile, have 
gained a new measure of self assur
ance with revenue fit>m rec(xd high 
oil prices and Iraqi-led successes to 
hobble Shiite militias believed linked 
to Iran. Recently, Iraqi leaders have 
increasing pressure for some kind of 
timetable for U.S. troop withdrawals.

Last week, the White House agreed 
to work on a “general time horizon” 
for removing U.S. troops — a signif
icant reversal from President Bush’s 
longheld opposition to discuss any 
timeframes.

See OBAMA, Page 8

Events calendar
• Amarillo Botanical

Gardena will conduct its 
“Music in the (Barclens’’ fea
turing various musicians 
and vocal artists from 7:30- 
8:30 p.m. every Monday 
now through August. Gates, 
will open at 7 p.m. 
Performances will last from 
7:30-8:30 p.m. Visitors 
must provide their own 
lawn < ^ r s ,  blankets and 
sunscreen. Admission will 
be $4 for adults, $3 for sen- 
lore and $2 for children 2- 
12. Children under 2 are 
free. Membership Card 
holdere also get in free. For 
more information, call the 
cpdens at (806) 352-6513. 
Summer hours for the gar
dens are 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday aixl Sunday, ehd 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. week days.

• Harrington Cancer

Center Pampa Support 
Group will meet at 6:30 
p.m. July 22 in the second 
floor classroom of Pampa 
Regional Medical Center. 
B e ^  Kean will present the 
program on “Infonoation 
Resources.” Ail cancer 
survivors and their sup
porters are welcome.

• The deadline to enter 
a (3k)lden Poets Guild free, 
poetry contest is July 26. A  
grand-prize win be award
ed. To enter, send one 
poem of 21 Unes or less to 
Free Poetry Contest, 601 
16th St #  C-115 (Bolden, 
C O  80401, or enter via the 
Internet at www.freecon- 
test.com.

• The deadline for local
bualnaaaea to purchase a 
rodeo banner in Neu of the 
upcoming Top O ’ Texas

Rodeo Is July 30. The 62nd 
annual rodeo is scheduled 
Aug. 14-16 at T ( ^  O ’ Texas 
Rodeo Arena in Pampa. 
For more information, con
tact the rodeo office at 669- 
0434.

• The deadline to enter 
the Name the Mascot 
Contest being sponsored 
by Amarillo Botanical 
Gardens is Aug. 20. The 
name will be applied to a 
new statue erected at the 
gardens of a six-foot “frog 
musician.’’ The winner will 
be announced at the sea
son finale of “Music in the 
Gardens” on Aug. 25. If 
more than one entry sup
plies the winning name, 
the first to submit the 
name will be considered 
the winner. To enter, 
choose a name for the

mascot and submit the 
name to Amarillo 
Botanical Gardens, Name 
the Mascot Contest, 14(X) 
Streit Dr., Amarillo, T X  
79106. :

• The Greater Amarilld
Affiliate of Susan GC 
Komen for the Cure wQ| 
stage its 2008 “pink lunc^ 
eon” at 12 p.m. Sept 9 iq 
the Heritage Room ^  
Amarillo Civic Center iq 
Amarillo. Reservations arq 
r^uired. Tx^kets are $35 q 
piece. For rrxxe informa* 
tion, call (806) 354-9706 oi 
V i s i j  
www.komenarrtarillo.org on 
the Internet. :

• Texas Medical Board 
will host a town hall meefi 
ing Sept. 9-10 at Texa8 
Tech University Health 
Science Center in Amarillo.

Court tosses out FCC ‘wardrobe malfunction’ fine
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A federal 

appeals court on Monday threw out a 
$SS0,(XX) indecency fine against CBS 
Coq). for the 2004 Siqter Bowl halftime 
show that ended with Janet Jackson’s 
breast-baring “wardrobe malfunction.” 

T te three-judge panel of the 3rd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled tirat the 
Federal Communications Commission 
“acted arbitrarily imd capriciously” in 
issuing the fine fix’ the fleeting irtuge of 
nudity.

The 90 million people watching the 
Super BowL many <rf them children, 
heard Justin Ttmberlake sing. “Gonna 
have you naked by the and of due song.”

as he reached for Jackson’s bustier.
The court found that the FCC deviat

ed from its nearly 30-year practice of 
fining indecent broadcast programming 
only when it was so “pervasive as to 
amount to ’shock treatment’ for the audi
ence.

“Like any ageiKy, the FCC may 
change its policies without judicial sec
ond-guessing,” the court said. “But it 
camot change a well-established course 
of action without supplying notice of 
and a reasoned explanidion for its policy 
departure.”

The 3rd Circuit judges— Chief Judge 
AtMhony J. Sdika, Judge Marjorie O.

Rendell and Judge Julio M. Fuentes — 
also ruled tiiat the FCC deviated from its 
long-held approach of applying identical 
standards to words and images when 
reviewing complaints of in dec^y .

“The Commission’s determiruition 
that CBS’s broadcast of a nine-six
teenths of one second glimpse of a bare 
female breast was actkmably indecent 
evidenced the agency’s depwture from 
its prior policy,” the court found. “Its 
orders constituted the announcement of 
a policy change — that fleeting images 
would no l o n ^  be excluded from the 
scope of actionable indecency.”

I V

T:

3Persoa

•ADOPT
ptofesiioD 
pie ( *  pi 
give ybu 
laughter, ( 
penses pai 

•l-86(

ADVERT 
al to be 
PbasiM N 
placad th  
paNewa(

13 Bus.*
GREAT I 
Pampa 
couple or 
1875, 806

I ' 14d Car

li

CarpcBtr
pUcemenl
siding & I
gutters.
669-9991
CUSTOV
Remodeli
windows.
Shawn
662-2977
OViERH
REPAIR
stniction.
RICHAR] 
Carpento 
ing, Buik 
ing. Fenc 
886-0267

1 4 e(^
NU-WAT 
ice, caip 
walls, o 
doesn't o 
steam u! 
owner-op 
3541, or 
town, 80C

14h(;ea
HOUSE 
hricks'or 
Brotfaen, 
9563,80(
COX R 
Repair ol 
new. Piet 
669-7769
CERAMI 
modeling 
kitchen. 1 
dry wall. 
665-3453 
Jesus Bar

80(

14s Pini
JACK’S 
W. Foste 

”  La 
I

Heating/
Bofger

http://www.freecon-test.com
http://www.freecon-test.com
http://www.komenarrtarillo.org


;rs from 
lalers to 
investi- 
out and 
ibstitutc 
1 ccrtifi- 
:pires in 
ifred but 
essional 

Social 
ifíded to 
walking 
riving i

iefr
7,000 i

m in
r

iving k
lontfa
le on
/role ».

n die

press
ong- 1

have •

u j : 1

rtsto
efine *

and 1

1 to
fthe
1 is a ft

that 1

U.S.
their ‘
' the
e die
dent. <
have
ssur-
high
es to
nked
have
id df
wals.
P’eed
zon”
gnif- •1

ush’s
any

flit the 
marino 
Name 

1, 1400
lo, TX

«r

tnarfllò
an GC 
ire wQI 
: lunct^ 
pt 9 iq 
om qf 
nter iq 
>ns are 
) $ 3 5 q  
iforma* 
Ì706or 
i j  
.org on

Board 
I meefi 

T e x i i  
Health 
marino.

aitcs — 
from its 
denticai 
s >̂ dien 
icy.
lination 
ine-six* 
f  a bare 
ndecent 
re from 
nd. **Its 
ment of

The Pam pa N ew s —  M onday, July 21,2008 —  7  ̂ J

JPerMMud

•ADOPT* Young loving 
IKofeMional muried cou
ple (& puppy) excited to 
give ybuT baby LOVE, 
laughter, oppottunity. Ex
penses paid. Julie A  Matt 

•1-866-489-2796»

S Special Notices

ADVERTISING Materi
al to be placed in the 
Pampa News, MUST be 
placed through the Pam
pa News Office Only.

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fiilly 
investigate adveitisements 
which require payment in 
advance for information, 
services or goods.

üiA

GREAT investment opp. 
Pampa motel. Retired 
couple or individual. 66S- 
1875,806-383-1985.

Carpentry, Roofing, Re
placement Windows, steel 
siding & trim. Continuous 
gutters. Jerry Nicholas 
669-9991,662-8169 
CUSTOM Building A  
Remodeling. Replacement _ 
windows. Ref. avail.' 
Shawn Deaver Const. 
662-2977 or 665-0354.
OVERHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con
struction. Call 669-6347.

CERAMIC tile woik. Re
modeling floor, shower, 
kitchen. Texture, painting, 
dry wall. Free' esti. Call 
665-3453 leave message, 
Jesus Barraza. 
^AGl̂ BACiraOE 

SERVICE 
89S-2149

CDL Drivers 
Needed!!

Night & Day shifts 
avaflabie in MlaniL Tx. 

M ost p M  drug test 
Competitive wages, 

paid sreefcly, 401K A  
insurance, 2 weeks 

vacation after 1 year. 
Please call 

Turner Energy at 
(»06) «98-0414

21 Hdp Wanted
XTO Energy needs con
tractor oil field pumper. 
Experience preferred. 
Good pay A  days off. Ckll 
835-2400, O U  662-8022.

ra R T ~ H ii« t  T : is d  U
seeking a full-time main
tenance worker. Please 
contact Roy Barker at 
806-375-2454.

TAKING applications for 
all positions. Johnson 
Home Furnishings. 801 
W. Francis.
YARD/SALES Person. 
Highly self-motivated. 
Full time. White House 
Lumber, 101 S. Ballard.

DOMINO’S PIZZA 
Earn good money!! 

Part Time! 
Need Drivers 

Apply at
1332 Hobart, Pampa

RICHARD’S General 
Carpentry. Roofs - Paint
ing, Building A  Remodel
ing. Fences A  sbeetrock. 
8864)267,275-9038

NU-WAY aean ing  serv
ice, carpets, upholstery, 
walls, ceilings. Quality 
doesn't cost...It pays! No 
steam used. Bob Marx 
owner-operator. 665- 
3541, or fiom out of 
townj80^53«34L^
IdhCm^Serv^^^^
HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks'or walls? Childers 
Brothers, Inc. 800-299- 
9563,806-352-9563 
COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or build 
new. Free estimates. Call 
669-7769.

McLean Care 
Center

has Immediate 
opening for 

Certified N nnc Aides. 
CaU 806-779-2469 or 
come by 605 W. 7th, 
McLean, to iH»piy.

W antaC areo- 
In the O il and Gas 

Industry?
Must be willing to relo
cate. Have a good driv
ing record & back
ground. Must have a 
GED. Please contact 
806-648-2633.

JH Concrete Work. 
Stamps, driveways, addi
tion, fences, patios. Free 
Est. 806-382-5408. 

DRIVEWAY Repair, “  
Dirt Work.

Light hauling.
Call

806-679-7985

IdsP lw bil^IlM ^
JACK’S Plumbing, 715 
W. Foster, 665-7115.
^ L any BiUtM 

Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning 

Borger Hwy. 665-4392

21 Hdp Wanted

P e t r o le u m  B u lk  
D riv e rs

Eastex Crude Co 
IS  taking 

applications in 
Pampa. TX 

Applicants must 
have a

ClaNS A CDL 
with

Hazmat A Tanker 
Endorsements 

•Home Daily 
•Full Benefit 

Package

(903)856-2401 x-137 
(800)443-8580 

Clint

Job Opportunity: Na
tional Bank of Com- 
mcFce, Pampa, Texas 
is taking applications 
for a teller apply at 
1224 N Hobart, Pam
pa, Texas. National 
Bank of Commerce is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

21He^W»ated
GRANDVIEW Hopkins 
ISD is accepting appli. for 
2008-2009. School Bus 
Driver. CaU (806)669- 
3831 for application.

95 Fura. Apts. 103 Homes For Sale 103 Homes For Sale lié  Mobile Homes

YARD HAND 
NEEDED

Must Pass Pre-Em
ployment Drug Test. 
Must be dependable 
and able to lift 50+ lbs. 
Win help load tmeka, 
dean op shop & yard 
& help drivers with 
dally operations.
If this is you, please 
apply at:
Bourland & Leverich 

Supply Co. 
Borger Highway 

(11707 Hwy. 152 W.) 
between 8un-5pm . 

Mon. thru Erl.

EZ MONEY is in search 
of experienced retail / 
service industry Managers 
and CSRs for our new 
Pampa location opening 
soon! We ate closed on 
Sundays and work better 
than retail hours. Apply 
cm-line today at 
www.ezmoneviobs.com

HIRING Rig Supervisor. 
Minimum 10 years expe
rience on pulling unit. 
401K, Insurance, Vaca
tion, Holidays. Send Re
sume to Box 43, Pampa, 
Tx.
HELP Wanted: Part-Time 
Evening Dietary Helper. 
Come in and ap^y  in per
son or call for more infor
mation. St. Ann’s Nursing 
Home, Panhandle. 537- 
3194
PETCO Petroleum is now 
hiring a pumper. Experi
ence preferred but not re
quired. Oilfield experi
ence a plus. Insurance, 
Vacation. 401K. Holi
days. CaU Dennis @ 806- 
669-3947.

n e e d e d  Drivers, Cook 
A  Prep Person at Pizza 
Hut DeUvery (1500 N. 
Banks). Ins. avail. A  
401(k). Apply in person . 
No Phone (3aUs Please!

TRUCK Drivers needed 
A  hot shot drivers. Drug 
test and references re
quited. Competitive pay! 
CaU 665-0379.

'nan.
f  •FIC IA LTIIt. LT».

RECEPTIONIST
Front line person who 
wiU. greet visitors while 
operating a multi-line 
telephone system, per
forming various office 
duties. Accounting ex
perience helpful. Pre- 
employment physical 
exam and drug screen 
required. Competitive 
wage and benefit pack
age. EOE

Contact Titan at: 
806-665-3781 

11785 Hwy. 152 
Pampa, Tx. 79065 

hr R tim iTrialitkti wm

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER
NEEDED

APPLY IN 
PERSON

The Pampa 
News 

403 W. 
Atchison, 

Pampa, Tx.

EYECARE TEAM
Reception, Optical Tech 
needed to be fiUed by en
ergetic, career-minded 
persons. Must be able to 
multi-taak Interviews ate 
being scheduled for both 
entry and advanced posi
tions.

Drs. Simmons 
And Simmons 

VISION SOURCE 
1324N. Banks 
FAX 665-3511

A X Y D L B A A X R
i s L O N G F E L L O W

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O ’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all 
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

r 7-21 CRYPTOQUOTE

S N  IH  F Y M S  F H  M U H ,  M K ^  S N

I H W N Z H  F Y M S  F H  M U H

W M G M I Q H  N V  I H W N Z R K D ,  R L

S Y H  N K Q B  H K A  N V  Q R V H .

—  U N I H U S  Q .  L S H C H K L N K  
S a tn r^ Y ’i  Cnrptoqiiotc: I HAVEN T  CHANGED 

MY STYLE IN TWENTY YEARS ... AND THAT 
STYLE IS TO GET MAD WHEN THINGS GO 
WRONG. —  ALEXANDER HAIG

GRANDVIEW Hopkins 
ISD is accepting appU. for 
Substitute Teachers. 
Please caU (806)669-3831 
for appUcatioq.
FULL Time Employee 
needed. Apply in person 
at Rheams Diunond 
Shop. Please No Phone 
CaUs.
CDL driver-local oU field 
hauling, start pay $14. 
must pass drug screen and 
physical, 1 yr tandem exp 
reg. CaU for benefits de- 
taU. 665-2451 M-B 9am-4 
pm.

SOBiiildtagSappl̂ ^
White House Lumber 

101 S. Ballard 
669-3291

60HousehoM
MATTRESS $100 TWIN 
SIZE set. In perfect con
dition. Never used. 806- 
341-6233.
B ^  New Queen^ p^low- 
top mattress set. In plas
tic, Warranty. Sacrifice 
$150. 806-341-6233.

SECRETARY / O ffice- 
Mgr. needed for oilfield 
service business. Apply in 
person, 1010 S. Price Rd.

WELDING and Assembly 
positions available in 
manufacturing shop. Ap
ply in person at SCARAB 
Manufacturing, 2 mi. 
West of White Deer and 
1-1/2 mi. South off Hwy. 
60 on County Rd. W.

FIRST Baptist CTiurch 
needs a Director for Child 
Development/ Daycare. 
Send letter of interest A  
resume to Fust Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 621, 
Pampa, Atin: Gail Cole

CDL Driver needed, puU- 
ing Belly Dumps. Drug 
test requited, Call 662- 
5005 or 663-0528.

NURSES Unlimited, Inc. 
is seeking enthusiastic 
and outgoing attendants fo 
assist clienb in the home 
with personal cate, meal 
prep A  light housekeep
ing. P-T. EOE. CaU 1- 
888-859-0631.

NOW hiring Code and 
Structural Weldos. Must 
be able to pass weld test. 
Pay baaed on exp. Bene
fits avail. Apply in person 
at Conner Industries, 118 
Bunton, in Borger.

AU real estate advertised 
herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it ille- 
gal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, fathilial 
status or national origin, 
or intention to make any 
such preference, limita
tion, or discrimination.* 
State law also forbids 
discrimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real 
estate which is in viola
tion of the law. All per
sons are hereby in
formed that all dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

TUMBLEWEED Acres, 
seif storage units. Various 

. sizes. 665-0079, 665-
2450.

101 Real Estate Wwtod

W EBVY
HOUSES
m e m

iso M W d ai

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent. 669-6841.

$140 Brand new queen 
size mattress set. StiU in 
factory plastic, has war
ranty. 806-3416233.
NEW Visco Memory 
Foam Mattress A  Box. 
Sealed in plastic w/ manu
facturer warr. Must move. 
$375. 806-3416233.
M A ff^ S ^ ~ iM T  New 
KING set PiUow-top. In 
plastic w/ warranty. $250. 
806-3416233.
BRAND New fuU size 
mattress set in plastic with 
warranty. Sell $125. 806- 
.3416233.
WASHERS, Dryers, Uv- 
ingroom A  Bedroom 
Fum., Hutch, many more 
items, 662-7557.

6 ft. Curio Cabinet 
$100

Sleeper S<da 
$100 .

96 Unfum, Apts.
CAPROCK APTS.

Enjoy balconies/patios, on 
site laundry, beautiful 
grounds. One bdrm start
ing at $390. Call for avail
ability. 665-7149.

LAKEVIEW Apt. l ”& 2 
bdr. unfum. apt. Call for 
availabiUty. References A  
deposit req. 669-4386

NUMroOUS Houses, 
Apts., Dupl. & Comm, 
properties thru-out Pam
pa. 665-1875,6656274. _

THE Schneider House, 
now leasing apts., I A 2 
bdr.. utilities incl. 120 S. 
Russell or call 665-0415.

ADVERHSING Materi
al to be placed la the 
Pampa News MUST be 
placed through the Pam
pa News Office Only.
14X32 Office returned 
frxnn rental-cleaned/ready 
for quick sale. Call 806- 
358-9597.
SALE. VHS movies 
$1.50 ea., household 
items, tools, fumi., much 
more! Red Bara, Sat. 10 
to 5. 1420 S. Barnes.

2007 Morgan Hot Tub 
Never Used 
$3000 obo 

Call
663-2848

76 Farm Animals
BEAUTIFUL English 
Red and Mixed Bantams, 
also Pigeons for sale. Call

77 LivestyEquip.
HORSES FOR SALE! 

CaU 663-0176 or 662- 
3 7 3 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

SOPebS^uppI^^^
BASSET Hound 

Puppies 
For Sale 

CaU Brittany 
662-1293

AMERICAN BuUdog/Pit 
puppies for sale. 5 male, 3 
fe. Solid white w/ patches 
of b ta f brindle or honey. 
$100 OBO. 440-5631.

PITT Bull , 
Puppies 
For Sale 

806-868-4010 
806-898-1680

VOW HimG:
( iivcniiolisc Sdk's. must hi.' alik' 
to lilt .'30 pounds, h.iiduoikiiip. 

anti tk'poiitlahk'.
('ri'ni.'ial l.ahoivis.

I.\p. Dil’suI Mediami Assist,ml

Mils! t̂ e a' k’ast IS teais o| i"a ,uul 
suhmil to a dm;.’ Iv si.

Appl\ in person at;

West Texas 
Landscape 

120 S. Hobart
Please No Phone 

C'alls!!!

FREE Puppies; 12 wks 
old.Terrier Mix Males. 2 
left, come by 207 E. 
Browning. caU 665-1120
5 FREE puppies, ÌÌ2 Bor
der CoUie 1/2 ??? CaU 
665-6755.

Wal-Mart •
COME GROW WITH US!

Wal-Mart is looking for driven people.
A t Wal-MarL you will explore new opportu
nities and learn in a supportive and chal
lenging work environm ent As a member of 
the Wal-Mart team, you’ll receive competi
tive wages and a generous benefits package 
including: health, 401(k), stock purchase 
plan, profit sharing, merchandise discounts, 
and career advancement opportunities. 
Please apply at the hiring kiosk located at 
your Pampa Wal-Mart or online at 
WWW.walmartstores.com

NOW HIRING ALL 
POSITIONS!

New Facility Start Rate 
, $7.40

" $7.»b Cashiers 
$8.60 Overnight Stockers 

Maintenance
Wal-Mart will not tolerate discrimination of 
employment on the basis of race, color, age. 
sex, sexnal orientation, religion, disability, 
ethnicity, natioaal origin, marital status, vet
eran status or any other legally protected 
status.

TWO ESTATE AUCTIONS 
TWO LOCATIONS, SAME DAY! 

SAT. JULY 26th 9:33 A.M. & 3:30 P.M.
Loc.- Pampa, TX-lrt AUCIlON^lSdl (Arintliif. From Duncan 
jgL ft 26tk Avc„ one Bik. West, then South 1/4 BIk. 
liwi A lim O N -22B7 C hestaut From Dnac— S t ft 23rd East, 3 
BIks., tben South 1/4 Bik.

LEONA SLOAN & H J .  “HUB” HOMER
AppUaacca, TV’s, FuruL, Patio FuruL, GraadaM ther Clock, Col
lectible Glaaa, CoMoctiMaB, KMchtu, Hpusslu ld, Yard ft Gardcu.

. FrU Liffilnil on Web

L yn d o a  Ix iyd  A u e t h m t m  
W b e d e r, T x .  ( L k .  T x .  7119) 

8Ub42é-5S5U or 334-94U7

2 bdr. home, laminate in 
livingroom A  bath. Utility 
room. Owner wiU carry 
with 10% dn. 662-2557.
2207 N. Nelfon. 4 bed
room, 1 3/4 hatha, central 
heat A  air. Travis School 
Diit. 662-4651.665-4150

DOWNTOWN office 
space for rent. Utilities A  
cleaning service provided. 
Ample parking. 669-6823.

office: ̂ ace
FOR RENT 

NBC PLAZA 
806-665-4100

103 Homes For Sale
Twila Fisher 

Century 21 Pampa Realty 
665-3560,440-2314 

669-0007

2 acres near city limits/ 
bouse appr. 3300 sq ft/ 
garage (900 sq ft) ceUar A  
storage building. Lots of 
new thru-out/ hardwood 
floors. 8485 Loop 171. 
CaUforapp. 663-7385.

- 2 b r  1 ba wf large Idtcben, 
garage, new plumbing, 
newly remodeled bath. 
1348 Garland. 35 K. Ap
point only, 440-4443.

2406 Mary EUea, 3/1 
3/4/2, open kitchen, new 
appl., newly remodeled 
bathroom, large backyard, 
storage building, and new 
fence, 15(X) sq. ft. 
$110,000.669-3164.
4 bdtm house, I bdrm 
house, & .m c^e  home 
lot. Needs lots of TLC. 
Owner wiU finance. 486- 
1420.
4 hr or 3 & office. 2 ba., I 
w/ whirlpool, updated 
kitchen w/ tile floors & 
countertops. Den w/ fp 
and bay window, 2 atrium 
doors. Stor. A  workshop. 
Updated wiring A  insula
tion. Split level deck w/ 
breathtaking view. $120k. 
Shown by appt. 662-2977 
400 DoaceUe-3-2-1 large 
backyard, comer lot, new 
paint, updated kitchen, 
lots of c^inets, $48,000. 
Call 440-1685.
5 1/2 Acres, 4 bedroom 
home, north of Amarillo. 
Priced to Sell! 440-1819 
or 440-3399.
BY Owner 3 b d r.,T  ba.. 
att. carport. Newly paint
ed outside. Austin Sch. 
2717 Navajo. $68,500. By 
appt, 662-2366.
FOR i ll  your Real Estate 
needs, call John Goddard, 
at Century 211 Where 
knowledge A  expertise 
matter. 806-595-1234. 
FOR Sale By O u ^ r .  2 
bdrm, 1 bath, detached 
garage, sun room, 1495 sq 
ft. 1132 Mary Ellen. 806- 
886-0269

MCLEAN- 2 bd. I 1/2 
bath, recently updated, c 
h/a, over size gar. A  shop. 
Call Cozy Parson Realty, 
779-2021.325-665-3025. 
PRICED REDUCED! 
1313 Mary Ellen. 3/l-car- 
port. Newly remodeled 
master. New paint, floor
ing A  carpet. Austin Sch. 
District. CaU 669-1123 or 
440-4564

114Recrc.Veh.
FOR Sale:

1994 34 ft. Southwind 
Motorhome 

Low Mileage 
Call 806-669-7952 

K » “  Salei  ̂“ 5th WhS^I 
Camper Starcraft 28’6" 
13' Slide 1995 5th wheel 
hitch goes with camper. 
$9,000. Good shape. CaU 
665-7115 or 669-3288, 
leave message.

115 Trailer Parks
TUMBLEWEED Acres, 
Storm Shelters, fenced, 
stor. bldg, avail. 665- 
0079j665¿450^^^
116 Mobile Homes

600N. Banks 
Lrg. Trailer and 2 Lots 

With Garage 
$39,900, no owner fin. 

486-1017

14X70 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
mobile home on private 
lot. o w e .  CaU 662-7557.

120 Autos

\N W  i l l)
I IIVl .Hill «I ( \ U S 
I iHi: iv I Ul I 

\V ill l*.i\ I (II liink ( .11 
< .ill ioi (It I.hIn

121 Trucks
96 GMC Ext. Cab. New; 
paint, wheels, tires, ac 
compressor A  cowl hood. 
$6800 obo. CeU# 580- 
467-7406OT669-122-

122 Motorcycles

HARLEY Davidson Elec- 
tra Glide for sale. Low 
Miles. $10,000. CaU 688- 
9715 or 662-0097.

126 Boats ft Access.

02 22 1/2 ft Pontoon w/ 
trailer, 60 hp Merc. Plenty 
stor. space, changing area, 
ladder, Uve well, cover. 
Used appr. I wk. per yr. 
New! $16,000. 806-779- 
2872 before lOa or aft. 6p

HIGHEST CASH PAID 
FOR HOUSES!
C/VLL 665-1875

IE  B U Y  
N O D SES
a n  SIM

• ■ • -4 4 Í - Ü 7 «

f f i ï ï in
It s not just

getting a m ortgage  
it s building your future.

¡Llámenos y 
Múdese Pronto!®

T O T A L
O i l f i e l d  S e r v i c e s

liilal filliii'KI Si'iAiccN Nccll^ Mu
J i a i i i i s .  ( o m iv l i l iv c  l 'a \ .  l iu a lth  
l i i s i i ia i i i i ' .  4 ( l |  K  IV n ta l l'v \  l^ lllll. 
Il I I I ' I I I  I I I '  l ’a ii! \  .i ia t io n .

'A i.' pivlci \ OU Io 
\ppl \  ìiinuIc ("
1 lu \ I .Â2 l'v .fti 

Su-'cluali'i. ()K 
1 ; :v. i 1 '■ 1. \  ',1 11 .luil'-

AUSTIN SCHOOL DISTRICT
2606 Evetgteen . . .  
12008 White A cre s . 
12004 White Acres . 
12002 White Acres .
2724 Duncan ..........
2407 Fir ......................
2428Fk ..............
1301 N Charles. .  . .  
2637 Cherokee . . .
1226 Chatte l............
2519N. Chmtlne . .
2525 Chorle i............
2221 N Russel . . .  
2015NRuael . . . .  
1601 N Russel . . . .  
1022 N. Mary Elen

1-888-883-2086
call today for your 
Free Pre-approval!”

Fifuncial pfovided by Cendant Mori|(a( .̂ 3000 LeudenhaH 
Road. Mt Leoni NJ (MOM *SubÌKt to applicable secondary 
market cradtl and property approval pndeHnes

1-888-891-8764
Toll Free

El camino a casa más rápido, 
más simple, y más converaente.’*

North and North East
. .  .$218,500 ...............................................3/2/2 -1864 SF/BIdt
. .  .$217,500 ....................................... 3/2/2 ■ 2352 SF/GCAD
. .  .$209,900....................................... 3/2/2 ■ 2300 SF/GCAD
. .  ,$199,900 ....................................... 3/2/2 - 2080 SF/GCAD
. .  .$195,900 ............................................ 4/1.75,.5/2 - 3137 Sf
. .  ,$169,000 ....................................... 3/2/2 - 2184 SF/GCAD

. $164.900 .................................. 4/2.75/2 - 2473 SF/GCAD
. .  .$149,900 .........................• ............4/2/2 - 1732 SF/GCAD
. ,  ,$145,000 ....................................... 3/2/2 ■ 2138 SF/GCAD
. .  .$157,000.................................. 3/1.75/2 - 2912 SF/GCAD

. .$119,000 ....................................... 3/2/2 • 1681 SF/GCAD
,,$112,500 ..............  ....................3/2/2 - 2019 SF/GCAD
. $89,500 ..........................................3/2/1 -1824 SF/GCAD

. ,  .$85,000 .................................. 3/1.75/2 -1594 SF/GCAD

. .  .$86,000 ..........................................3/2/1 -1516 SF/GCAD
, .  .$80,000 ..........................................2/1/1 -1480 SF/GCAD

LAMAR SCHOOL DISTRICT South West
106S. Cuyler.............................................$119,500 .........................3 Apti 3/3/0 - 3500 SF/GCAD
205 N. Summer ...................................... $45.000 ...................................3/1.75/1 -1488 SF/GCAD
lU lS C h m tv  .........................................$35,000 ........................................... 3/1/1 -1520SF/GCAD
615 N Faulkner ........................................$11.000 ............................................ 2/1/1 - 728 SF/GCAD
TRAVIS SCHOOL DISTRICT West and North West

Sierra .............................................,$137.900...................................3/1 .75/2 - 1752 sf/g c a d
1605 N. Sumner........................................$92,000 ................................. 3/1.75/2 - 1277 SF/GCAD

1128 SF/GCAD 
1688 SF/GCAD 
1216 SF/GCAD 
1067 SF/GCAD 
1138SF/GCAO 
939 SF/GCAD 
784SF/GCAO
South East

1000 Crane ............................................... $89,900 .................................. 3/1.75/1 -
2133 N Dwight..........................................$89,500 .........................3/1.75/2+cpt -
1016Skr(^o.................................................$83,000  3/1.75/2-
2217 zmnmei»............................................$74,000 ...........................................3/1/1 -
1106 WBOW ,, ) • . .j i , ........... $6T.(W  ....... .3/13/1 -
1129 W Skfoco...............  . .  .$45,000 .....................................3/1/lcpt
1828 Coffee St. . . . .    $36.900  2/1/1
WILSON SCHOOL DISTRICT
621 N Red Deer ........................ $67300  3/1/1 -1041 SF/GCAD
406 N Lowry.................................................$52,500 . . . .  ^ .................... 3/1.75/0 -1000 SF/GCAD
lO O lEFokfer...................  $49,000............................................3/1/O -1220 SF/GCAD
416 Starkweather...................................$48,000.......................................... 2/1/0 -1077 SF/GCAD
1212 Fo lter................................................. $45.000..................................... p. .3/1/0 ■ 875 SF/GCAD
415 Starkweather...................................$40,000.....................................   .2/1/0 -1316 SF/GCAD
406 E Kk igan a .......................................... $32,900 ..........................................3/1/0-1199 SF/GCAD
821 N Letón ................................................ $32300  3/1.25/2 -1066 SF/GCAD

OTHER AREAS
640 ACtei MO(^ C R V ..........
530 Aerei Neat Le fo n ..........
700 N C e d a r ........ ..................
7400 Cniv Rd 1 4 ....................
6232 Fm 291. A lonreed____
1428 Lancelot, Borger ..........
106 Jeflenon, Sktytn..............
809 E 3rd St ...............................................$59,000
406 Union,'Borger...................................$36.790
210 Sw«. WO............................................ ..

Outside Pompo City Limits
,$7«}.at» .................................................... Jwneh
.$530.000......................................... Ranch Weit Ot Lefon
.$139,900 ...........................................................................Letón
.$139.900 .....................................4 bd home on 10 octet
.$100300 .....................................4/2/1.2000 SF/SActet
$74,875 ...................................3/1.75A1 -1972 SF/GCAO
$69.900 ...................................3/1.75/0 -1316 SF/GCAO

.................... : . . .3 /1 /1  -1248 SF/GCAD
..............................3/2/1 -1416 SF/hCAD
..............................3/1/1 ‘ 912 SF/GCAD

Hwyisz.Moceeiw  ............ $12300 ...................3 A eriti MieE.ofOcabRed.
P a m n  la a lty  Inc. 669-000?

jm  DavMwn (iKR/OWNR). .M2-W21
Robait Andaiwatd............. .« il $i»7
KcMnuMghom .................
DoniM C ouhm .................... Jf»-077»

_  IWIo M w r ( M t) ................440-U14

a JoftnOocMmdfMQ..........
Unno iopooiw.................. n«l-«611
Baboeoo MeCua.................461-11«
M IoBan ....................... 464ftm
lunnmlalwMMffiKMQ .466-7191 

VMICmiWYtl COMMWWIT ’ m  A0lft«iyu6sn.CMyWBr »1

http://www.ezmoneviobs.com
http://WWW.walmartstores.com
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Home invasion: Father struggles 
to carry on slain family’s l^acy

CHESHIRE, Conn. (AP) 
— A year ago, Dr. William 
Petit had a thriving medical 
practice. He lived in a com
fortable colonial house 
adorned with flower gardens 
in an upscale Connecticut sub
urb with his wife and two 
daughters admired for their 
charitable works.

Then two intruders turned 
the tranquil setting into a sub
urban nightmare. The hours- 
long hostage drama ended 
with the slayings of his wife 
and two daughters July 23, 
2007.

Police say the men with 
long criminal histories severe
ly beat Petit and forced his 
wife, Jennifer Hawke-Petit, to 
withdraw thousands of dollars 
from a nearby bank before 
they strangled her. Their 
daughters. Hay ley, 17, and 
Michaela, 11, were tied to 
their beds and died of smoke 
inhalation from a fire that 
police say was set by the 
intruders before they fled.

The crimes turned 
Cheshire, called the “Bedding 
Plant Capital of Connecticut,” 
from a town where many resi
dents didn't bother to lock 
their doors to a place where 
people are increasingly buy
ing guns.

And they left Petit to face a 
future with none of what he 
cherished from the past. To 
survive. Petit returned to the 
charity work of his wife and 
daughters.

On Sunday, he was among 
the thousands who turned out 
for the first GE 5K Road Race 
in Plainville, organized by two. 
high school friends to benefit 
a foundation created in mem
ory of his wife and daughters.

Petit, who received Iqud 
cheers as he crossed the finish 
line, said being involved in 
such events has been a “cop
ing mechanism" for him over 
the past year.

“^ e y ’re all very positive 
and you almost stay in the 
moment with the events and 
then — you know why you’re 
here and you don’t want to be 
here,” Petit said as he choked 
back tears.

“So you just try to stay in 
the moment and stay positive 
because even though you feel 
like crying, you figure you 
don’t want to cry in front of 
20,000 people at every event,” 
he added.

Lisa Gerrol, president of 
the Greater Connecticut 
Chapter of the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
who knew Petit’s wife and 
daughters, said she sees the 
diabetes doctor continuing his 
family’s efforts to help others.

“1 think that his emphasis 
from the very beginning is 
that he wants to take the most 
horrible situation that could 
happen to anyone and turn it 
into something positive, 
something good,” she said.

About $350,000 has been 
raised for the MS society. 
Both Petit children had sup
ported the society after their 
mother was diagnosed with 
the disease.

Gerrol said she’s never seen 
such outpouring of support'.

“It’s a huge amount of 
money. Raising $350,000 is 
no simple feat, it takes a Tot of 
hard work and effort,” she 
said. “And I don’t believe it’s 
finished.”

In all, donors gave about $1 
million to charity in the fami
ly’s name, iiKluding $600,000 
to the Petit Family Foundation 
that will encourage young 
women to study science, help 
people suffering from chronic 
illness and assist those affect
ed by violence. Some grants 
have already been awarded.

There are also funds honor
ing the late mother and her 
two daughters at schools 
where they worked' and 
attended.

Petit, SI, has become 
involved in all aspects of 
fiaidnusing events — from 
designing the medals given 
out lo children at Sunday’s 
road face to helping to chooae 
schotw hip recipients for the 
MSSodaty.

“Billy’s always been 
strong,” said Bob Heslin, who 
organized the road race with 
his brother Gary. “He was our 
class president in 1974. He 
was a leader then and he’s a 
leader now. There’s not too 
many people who could do 
what he’s doing.”

Police say the 
men with long 

criminal histories 
severely beat 

Petit and forced 
his wife, Jennifer 
Hawke-Petit, to 
withdraw thou
sands of dollars 
from a nearby 

bank before they 
strangled her.

Petit had the house where 
his family was slain tom 
down, although town records 
show he still owns the land. 
All that remains today are a 
few flower gardens growing 
in an empty lot and a large 
heart carved into what was 
once the lawn.

Petit moved in with his par
ents in nearby Plainville and 
sees a counselor, according to 
his mother-in-law, Marybelle 
Hawke.

Wrecks
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least 2012, even though he 
doesn’t have the proper fed
eral paperwork required for 
amputees. Virginia revoked 
the medical license for the 
official who approved him to 
drive over charges the official 
was caught illegally distribut
ing controlled substances.

—George Albright Jr., 61, 
smashed his 70,000-pound 
tractor-trailer into congested 
traffic on Interstate 70 in June 
2006, killing four women in a 
Ford sedan about 30 miles 
east of Columbia, Mo. 
Albright’s employer agreed 
earlier this year to pay $18 
million in a settlement. A 
Missouri jury acquitted 
Albright this month on four 
counts of second-degree 
involuntary manslaughter, 
after his lawyers argued in 
court that a diabetic episode 
“put him in an altered state of 
consciousness.” Albright 
wasn’t injured.

—A gasoline tanker 
plunged from an overpass 
and exploded in flames on 
Interstate 95 near Baltimore 
in January 2004, killing four 
people. Witnesses reported 
the driver slumped over the 
wheel. Maryland investiga
tors concluded the driver, 
Jackie M. Frost, had suffered 
a heart attack or other med
ical emergency, but his fami
ly disputed that.

----- T̂he driver o f a 15-pas
senger “Tippy Toes” day-care 
bus^ traveling 63 mph on 
Interstate 240 in Memphis, 
Term., in April 2002 crashed 
into a bridge, killing the driv
er and four of the six children 
aboard. The National 
Transportation Safety Board 
said the driver, Wesley B. 
Hudson, 27, fell asleep, 
“quite likely due to an undi
agnosed sleep disorder.” 
Investigators said children 
sometimes had to wake up 
Hudson, whom the NTSB 
described as obese and a mar
ijuana user.

—A 55-passenger bus 
rolled off Interstate 610 in 
New Orleans in May 1999, 
killing 22 passengers. The 
NTSB said the bus driver, 
Frank Bedell, 46, suffered 
life-threatening kidney and 
heart condhioos but held a 
valid Ikenae and medical cer
tificate. Moments before the 
crash, a passenger recounted 
seeing the driver slumped in 
his seat Bedell died three 
mondis later o f an appewni

“He still doesn’t know 'Nho 
he is and what every day’s 
purpose is,” Hawke said. “He 
still feels like he’s lost all his 
purpose for living.”

Dr. Earle J. Sittambalam, 
president of Grove Hill 
Medical Center in New 
Britain, said he sees Petit, his 
friend and colleague of 20 
years, at monthly Hartford 
County Medical Association 
meetiiigs and notices how he 
has changed since the crimes.

t^ e ’s very calm and pleas
ant and friendly, but I do see a 
difference in him, you know, 
because he’s my friend and I 
know him so well,” he said. 
“When I talk to him, I see a 
difference and I feel it in my 
heart that he is hurting inside. 
He is putting a good show out
side by talking and smiling 
and working with us, but I can 
sense the hurt he has inside.” 

Sittambalam said Petit has 
sought the solace of others.

“I remember that he would 
call friends at 2, 3, 4 in ffie 
morning to talk to them, 
because he felt so lonesome 
that he had to talk to people,” 
he said. “And I’m sure he’s 
talking to people to keep his 
mind occupied.”

Friends have given Petit 
photos they had of his wife 
and children, to help replace 
his family photos, which 
burned in flie fire.

Obama
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Obama is likely to face more questions 
about his pullout plans from al-Maliki.

Al-Maliki was quoted last week by a 
German magazine a{q>eaiing to endorse 
Obama’s 16-month timetable. The Iraqi 
leader’s aides have since said his remarks 
were misunderstood, and he is not taking 
sides in the U.S. election. Obama also is 
expected to meet Iraqi President Jalal 
Talabani.

It was unclear whether Obama would 
make any public appearances or com
ments while in Iraq. But even a low-key 
visit may gamer more semtiny than any 
stage of his overseas trip, which is sched
uled to move on to Jordan, Israel and 
European capitals.

Iraq is one of the lighting rods in the 
presidential showdown with McCain.

McCain has been critical of Obama’s 
position on Iraq, saying the decision to 
pull out should be determined by 
progress, not a timetable. McCain also 
strongly backed the troop surge into Iraq 
last year.

McCain’s foreign policy adviser, 
Randy Scheunemann, said Obama “is 
stubbornly adhering to an unconditional 
withdrawal that places politics above the 
advice of our military commanders, the 
success of our troops, and the security of 
the American people.”

There is no question that Iraq is a sig
nificantly different place than during 
Obama’s firat visit in January 2006, when 
the country was caught in a growing 
Sunni insurgency and was moving 
toward a flood of Sunni-Shiite violence.

Militant attacks and targeted killings 
by sectarian death squads is sharply down 
— by many measures back to levels 
before the rise of the Sunni insurgency in

2004.
So far this month, the U.S. military has 

reported nine soldier deaths in Iraq, in 
addition to die discovery of two bodies of 
soldiers abducted last year. The lowest 
monthly toll of the war was this May, 
when 19 military deaths were reported.

In Afghanistan, meanwliile, U.S. mili
tary officials say die number of attacks in 
eastern regions, where most o f  the for
eign troops are American, has increased 
by 40 percent so far in 2008 compared 
widi the same period in 2007.

But there are pockets of concern in 
Iraq.

Bombings and slayings have been 
creeping higher in the northern city of 
Mosul, the last main urban stronghold for 
al-Qaida in Iraq. Insurgents also remain 
entrenched in the Diyala Province north
east of Baghdad and a main gateway to 
the city. Iraqi authorities have aimounced 
plans to send more forces into the area.

Iraqi leaders also continue to stumble 
on some political measiuas supported by 
Washington.

The nation’s election ccMiunission on 
Sunday proposed delaying important 
provincial elections from this October 
until near the end of the year. Iraq’s par
liament has been unable to reach agree
ment on the guidelines for the voting, 
which would hand greater powers to 
regional authorities and is seen as a vital 
step toward national reconciliation.

Obama arrived following a brief stop 
in Kuwait, a key U.S. ally. Tlie delegation 
met Sunday with the emir. Sheik Sabah 
Al Ahmed Al Sabah, and other senior 
officials, the Kuwait *|4ews Agency 
reported.

In Afghanistan, Obama met with U.S. 
military commanders and troops and held 
talks with President Hamid Karzai.

heart-related illness.
Investigators said he was 
treated at least 20 times in the 
21 months before the acci
dent for various ailments.

Some truckers said the 
government should enforce 
existing rules, not make new 
ones.

“Do you enjoy your cloth
ing and house? Mthout the 
truck driver you would have 
none of h,” said Gary Hull, 
52, a trucker for a Louisiana 
company, as he drove fixnn 
Edinburg, Texas, to 
Mansfield, La. “Our econo
my is based on die truck. 
People don’t understand the 
ramifications of making it 
more restrictive for truck 
drivers to drive.”

Hull said most drivers are 
hard workers. who earn a 
modest salary and cope with 
rising diesel prices. New reg
ulations could add to costs 
and force truckers to evade 
the rules, he said.

The Transportation 
Department said 5,300 peo
ple died in crashes involving 
large commercial ducks or 
buses in 2006, the latest year 
for which figures are avail
able, and about 126,000 more 
were inigred. A federal safety 
study l&t summer found that 
cases where drivers fell 
asleep, suffered heart attacks 
or seizures ot otherwise were 
physically impaired were a 
leading cause of serious 
crashes involving large - 
trucks. But those cases 
include healthy drivers >\4io 
fell asleep.

“The problem is major. It’s 
one of Ae biggest causes of 
occupational death in the 
United States today,” said Dr. 
Kurt Hegmann, chairman of 
the FMCSA’s medical over
sight board, which is urging 
more doctor visits in many 
cases for truckers with seri
ous medical conditions.
^  While it may be years 
before any of the board’s pro
posals take effect, there is 
nothing preventing doctors 
fitxn stepping up scrutiny of 
drivers’ medical conditions 
r i^ t  away, Hegmann said.

Congress may take action 
soon. The House 
Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, led 
by Rep. James Obentar, D- 
Minn., will conduct ovcrsighl 
hearings Thursday. One pro
posal would create a clear
inghouse fcr drag iMl rawks 
fcr GoraoMtcial track driw s 
to make it aaaiar for employ

ers to conduct checks. 
Oberstar’s committee asked 
the Government
Accountability Office to 
investigate uirfit truck driv-

The 30-page GAO study, 
obtained by the AP in 
advance of its release later 
fliis week, said 563,000 com
mercial drivers were deter
mined by the Veterans Affairs 
Department, Labor
Department or Social 
Security Administration to 
also be eligible for full dis
ability benefits over health 
issues. If said disability does
n’t necessarily mean a driver 
is unfit to operate a commer
cial vehicle, but its investiga
tors found alarming examples 
that raised doubts about the 
safety of the nation’s high
ways. They identified more

than 1,000 drivers with 
vision, hearing or seizure dis
orders, which generally 
would prohibit a trucker frpom 
obtaining a valid commercial 
license.

The chief safety officer for 
the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, Rose 
McMurray, acknowledged 
problems that could lead to 
unfit truck drivers on the 
roads. She blamed delays in 
reforms on a lack of federal 
money and difficulty coordi
nating with 50 states. 
McMurray said changes to 
strengthen the medical over
sight program may not be 
done for months or even
years.

“We have done a lot to rec
ognize the deficiencies in our 
medical oversight program, 
and the building blocks we’re

establishing are very smart 
and very strong,” McMurray 
said.

Families of crash victims 
said stronger safety rules 
can’t haf^ren soon enough.

William Hieronymus II of 
Salina, Kan., said he remem
bers eating cereal each morn
ing with his lO-month-oId 
son. His son William and 
wife, Amanda, died in May 
2005 when a truck crossed a 
median and struck dieir SUV.

The driver, Scott A. 
Wegrzyn, pleaded guilty to 
two counts o f vehicular 
homicide. Prosecutors said 
Wegrzyn knew he suffered 
fixnn sleep apnea and went to 
a seccxid doctor without dis
closing the condition to 
obtain the medical certifica
tion he needed to drive.

Horoscopes
HAPPY BIRTHDAY fix Tuesday, July 
22,2008: '
Wort oo taking an overview instead of 
getting iiSo details. Make this type of 
approach your hallmark this year. If need 

don't hesitate to find an expert or 
two. Your willingness to state diat you 
don’t know enough is a strength, not a 
dveakneaa. You gain new insights with 
ease, as you are opca Emphasize the 
quality of your daily life. If you are sin- 
|le , romance could be waving at f k  
before your next birthday. This relation
ship could be moat importiitt. If you are 
attached, take iq) a qwrt or bol%  with 
your sweetie. You will create greater 
closeDets. PISCES understands you and 
your iaioes mnch more than you realize.

The Stan Show die Kind of Day You’ll 
Have; S-Dynamk; 4-Poaitive; 
3-Aveia|e; 2-So-ao; I-DifBcuh

ABIIS(M aidi21-AprilI9)
JHHk You might not want to toss your
self inlo a  unpredictable shuation. Your 
creativity starts emerging, adding to your 
setf-coofidence. Understand diat you still 
aught need to be low to get the mfonna- 
tkn  you need. Tonigbt: Know sod trust 
thm you esn deal with soythiog. 
TAURUS (Aphl2044ay 20) 
tHktk* People sunound you sod are 
wiOiig to take a stani lliey let yon 
k ie «  km  key sr^poit yon, no matler 
whaL Fmphaaiie aacnrily, and don’t 
allow a kaaily attsikarla ha fofgoMa in

aid  acdvily. Ihaght: WWtt peopla an. 
G IM M (M a y 2 l-Jn w 2 l)  
tH k k k *  Yen M B lla  inach Mt

aaaidbmil. Ha a i Aa adgki M  ha ■

clear as you might bke. Confirm impres
sions as well as messages and meetings. 
Tonight: A must show.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
•k-kirkit Step back and refuse to get 
caught up in someone elae’s drama, even 
if you feel it might be yours too! 
Investigate possibilities. If you suddenly 
see the humor in what was previously a 
difficult «itnitinii, you finally have 
detached. Tomght: TIsice a walk and listen
to fovorite mutie.
LEO(Jaly2̂ Attg.22)
•k-kk-k Dealing with odwrs takes talent 
and direction. Knowing what you wamt 
helps you make fost, clear chcices. You 
camnot undetestimate what is happening. 
The unexpected from an associate or 
partner could stop you dead in your 
tracb. Tonight: Dhmer ftrtwo.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept 22) 
iH h k k  Let others express themselves. 
(You won’t be able to slop them in sny 
case.) You could opt for another 
approach or a (hfiforent focus for you per
sonally. In the next few weeks, you will 
be prone to more soul-searching. 
Tonight Sort through mvitsboos. 
L lBRA(Scpt2VOct22) 
k k k k  Emphasize what you can get 
done as opposed to what you cannot A 
fight and easy approach leaves you n i l -  
iag. Think positively, and openly accept 
a new ides or tochnrilogy. You wiO fike 
what comas np fcr you. Raansidirrkat 
■ y ^  is poaskia. 1 b u # t: Off to k a  
gym— gat some aascim . 
9CORnO(Oct234dmr.2l)

Yan asmil worn la lukmk a

your work. Tonight A must appearance. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
k k k k  Pressure builds, but you’ll see 
ways through a problem once you 
detoch. The uneiqiected occurs oo the 
home fiont You might not be comfort
able with everything k a t occurs, bin you 
can handle whatever comes down k e  
path. Tonight; Do some solid kinking. 
CAPRICORN (Dw.22-Jan. 19) 
k k k k  Comnumication could cany an 
exciting twist Relax w ik a situatioo 
rather than trigger. You might need 
another apptoadi or a (fifforent idea. A 
partnership proves to be for more impor
tant kan you realize. T o n i^  Catch up 
on news.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★ ★ ★  Expenses could mount "wiring 
you more that imcomfortable. Don’t 
attempt to gain control of a sitnatian; 
instead, toll w ik  i t  Observe wfai  ̂othen 
suggest They might not be right but 
ketr idem sre mteesting, Tonight: Stidt 
to your budget 
PISCES (Feb. 19-Msrefa20) 
iHHrik You have lots of energy, but 
don’t let your nerves get fiayed An efe- 
ment of the unexpected tuns through 
your day. Stay even. Focus on your mnst- 
do’L You wffi accoopfiah a lot more if 
yon stay even end focused. Tonight 
What would put a smile oo yam fees?

BORN TODAY
Aihk Bdwmd Hoppm (IIS2X i 
AkxandarCaldir(im), ptimt I 
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