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By DAVID BOWSER
Staff Writer
MIAMI -- Boone Pickens is once
again planning to establish a fresh
water supply district in Roberts
County.
Five people associated with the

Roberts County rancher and Dallas -

businessman petitioned the county
commissioners court on Aug. 6 for a
fresh water supply district on eight
acres of land just south of the
Canadian River and about 15 miles
west of Texas Highway 70.

In 2003, Pickens petitioned the
court for a 46,000-acre fresh water
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Strange ‘egg’ plant

supply district in connection with his
plans to pump and sell ground water
to metropolitan areas downstate. Bill
Philpott of Miami then petitioned the
court for a countywide fresh water
supply district.

When Roberts County Attorney
Leslie Breeding asked for an attor-
ney general’s opinion concerning he
legality of the districts, the petitions
were withdrawn, as was the request
for an attorney general’s opinion.

Roberts County Judge Vernon
Cook said this week that a hearing
on the new petition is scheduled for
9 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 4, in the dis-

trict courtroom of the Roberts
County Courthouse.

Cook said that following the pub-
lic hearing, he expected the commis-
sioners court to take the testimony
under advisement and rule on the
petition during their regular meeting
at 9 a.m., Monday, Sept. 10.

He said his understanding is that
Mesa Water officials want the issue
on the November ballot. Only those
people with property within the pro-
posed district will vote on the estab-
lishment of a fresh water supply dis-
trict.

The proposed directors of the dis-

trict are Robert L. Stillwell, general
counsel of Mesa Water; Ronald D.
Bassett, a business manager with
Pickens; G. Michael Boswell, gener-
al counsel of Mesa Energy, and the
manager of Pickens’ ranch and his
wif, Alton Keith Boone and Lu G.
Boone.

The process for establishing a
fresh water supply district was
streamlined during the last session of
the Texas Legislature.

Among the changes in the law,
directors need only own land within

See WATER, Page 3

Pampa News Photo by KERRI SMITH

Diana Torres does not know wh""at type of plant this really is, but she calls it her “egg plant,” telling friends that her plant lays eggs.
She got seeds from her aunt who got seeds from another country. The “eggs” appear after a purple bloom dies. The eggs are white,
and then, according to Torres, they turn yellow and brown. Once brown, they can be opened up to retrieve seeds.

City to consider special election aimed at firefighters

By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer

The Pampa City Commission will
meet to consider and possibly order a
special election to be held Nov. 6,
2007, for the purpose of adopting
“The Fire and Police Employee
Relation Act,” which is applicable to
Pampa’s firefighters, at a special
meeting at 4 p.m. Thursday in the
City Commission Chambers on the
third floor of City Hall, 201 W.
Kingsmill.

The Fire and Police Employee

Reception Friday to

By MARILYN POWERS
Staff Writer

A reception for co-workers,
friends and family of Pampa /Gray
County Emergency Management
Coordinator Ken Hall will be from 2
to 3 p.m. Friday at MK. Brown
Civic Auditorium.

Hall is retiring effective Friday

Relation Act is Chapter 174 of the
local government code which would
allow city emergency personnel to
meet with their employers to discuss
employment and safety issues relat-
ing to their job.

The commission will also consid-
er approving an increase in the city’s
per diem to $40 per day with flexi-
bility for travel to cities with a high-
er cost of living. City Manager John
Horst recommended the current per
diem of $30 be raised since some
people who travel have trouble cov-

from his position, which he has held
for the past 16 years.

The Pampe~native began his
career of public service with a tour
of duty in the U.S. Navy during the
Vietnam War. When he returned, he
attended Wayland Baptist University
in Plainview on the Law
Enforcement Education program. He

ering their meals if they go to a city
with higher prices. He said that this
rate has been used for approximately
25 years so it is time for an increase.

Also on the agenda is possibly
approving the list of disbursements
for July 2007, which were
$1,283,267. The amount after bal-
ance sheet and income accounts is
$712,628.

Commissioners have two items on
the agenda for discussion only. A
representative from Atmos Energy
will be at the meeting to discuss the

recognize

began his career as a police officer in
Plainview in April 1970 and worked
there for 11 years before coming to
Pampa.

He returned to Pampa as a patrol
officer, and after being promoted to
lieutenant, moved into the depart-
ment’s criminal investigation divi-
sion, where he stayed for five years.

Atmos Energy GRIP, which stands
for gas reliability infrastructure pro-
gram. The GRIP bill is balanced leg-
islation that provides gas utilities the
opportunity to earn a regulated rate
of return by reducing regulatory lag
on invested capital while at the same
time providing several protections
for the gas consumer.

Also, Pat Bagley from the Gray
County Appraisal District will be on

See CITY, Page 3

Ken Hall

Hall then moved into emergency
management in June 1991.
Improvements made during his
tenure include City Channel 11°s tel-
evision broadcast of local weather
radar and current weather condi-
tions, updated emergency sirens, a
new communications tower and a
new generator for City Hall.
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Partly cloudy

Thursday: A 40 percent chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 82. North-
northeast wind 5 to 10 mph becoming south-southeast.

Thursday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 65.
East wind around 5 mph becoming south.

Friday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 84. East-
southeast wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 65.
Southeast wind around 10 mph.

Saturday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 87. South
wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 64.
South wind around 10 mph.
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Stocks

The following grain quotations are pro-
vided by Attebury Gram of White Deer
Wheat 6.13
Milo 481
Com 5.59
Soybeans 7.12

The following 9:30 am. N.Y.
Stock Market quotations are fur-
nished by Edward Jones & Co. of
Pampa

(0> ¢ 5506 +0.38
BP PLC ADR . 6546 +0.64
Cabot Corp 3898 +0.82
Celanese 3398 +0.18
Cabot Oil Gas . . 31.97 +0.42
Coca Cola 5343 +0.17
VLO 6648 +046
HAL 33.07 +0.21
XCEL 2033 +0.26

Anadarko 4723 008
XOM 8341 +041
Nat’l Oilwell 118.12 +0.54
Limited 2231 +0.10
Williams 3037 +0.29
MCD 4834 -030
Atmos 2768 +0.15
Pioneer Nat 4049 +0.35
cp 6345 +0.54
Ccop 7941 +0.60
SLB 9224 +093
Tenneco 2987 -007
CVX 85.13 +0.83
Wal-Mart 4365 +0.25
OKE 46.70 +0.45
New York Gold 673.50

Silver 11.92

West Texas Crude 71.73

Teamsters will ask.court to.block.

letting Mexican trucks inte U.S.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
[he Teamsters Union said
Wednesday it will ask a feder-
al appeals courts to block the
Bush administration’s plan to
begin allowing Mexican
trucks to carry cargo any-
where in the United States.

The union said it has been
told by officials in the
Transportation Department’s
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration that the first
Mexican trucks will be com-
ing across the border on
Saturday.

Teamsters leaders said they
planned to seek an emergency
injunction Wednesday from
the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court
of Appeals in San Francisco.

“What a slap in the face to
American workers, opening
the highways to dangerous
trucks on Labor Day week-
end, one of the busiest driving
weekends of the year,” said
Teamsters President Jim
Hoffa.

A call to a spokeswoman at
the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration was
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not immediately returned.

The Bush administration
said last week it would start
the cross-border program
once the Transportation
Department’s inspector gen-
eral certifies safety and
inspection plans.

Leslie Miller, a Teamsters
spokeswoman, said attorneys
for the federal truck safety
agency advised the union’s
lawyers that they expect to
get that certification on
Friday. She said the
Teamsters also were told by
the agency attorneys that lim-
ited authority for trucks to
begin crossing the border will
be approved Saturday.

Supporters of the plan say
letting more Mexican trucks
on U.S. highways will save
American consumers hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

Labor and driver-owner
groups have been fighting the
measure — part of the 1994
North American Free Trade
Agreement — since it was
first proposed, saying the pro-
gram will erode highway

pr——

Obituaries

Services tomorrow

MELEAR, William “Mike” — 2 p.m., Memory Gardens Mausoleum, Pa‘mpa.

Lynda Lou Butler, 59

Lynda Lou Butler, 59, of pitals, as well as Bookout and hus- and two brothers, Jerry
Pampa, Texas, died Aug. 28, Pampa Nursing band Mark of Culberson and Bobby
2007, at Pampa. Services are Center. She was a Pampa, and Stacy Culberson.
pending with Carmichael- member of the Selvidge of  MEMORIALS: The
Whatley Funeral Directors. Bible Baptist Gatesville; one Harvest House, 736 8.

Mrs. Butler was born Church. brother, Edward Cuyler, Pampa, TX 79065.
April 23, 1948, in Pampa. Survivors M. “Skip” SPECIAL NOTICE: The
She attended Pampa schools include two sons, Culberson of Sugar family will receive friends at
and graduated from the Jerry Pierce of Land; six grand- 923 Scott in Pampa.

Frank Phillips College Stillwater, Okla., children; and two —Sign the on-line regis-
Nursing Program. and Stephen great-grandchil- . ter book at

She was a nurse for Pierce and wife - Butler - dren. - www.carmichael-
Highland General and Misti of Pampa; She was preced- whatley.com.

Coronado Community hos- two  daughters, Carol ed in death by her parents;

Pampa PD

Pampa Police Department reported

period ending at 7 a m. today.

Twenty-three traffic stops were
made.

Traffic complaints were received
from the 100 block of East Harvester
and the 300 block of North Hobart.

Vehicle accidents were reported in
the 1400 block of North Hobart and
the 200 block of East Tyng.

Animal control officers made stops

Magnolia, the 700 block of Deane
Drive, the 700 block of Bradley Drive,
the 900 block of Osborne, the 400
block of North Roberta, the 400 block
of North Cuyler, the 1000 block of
South Nelson, the 800 block of South
Cuyler, the 1700 block of Dogwood
and the 400 block of North Zimmers.

A welfare check was made in the
900 block of East 23rd.

Agency assistance was rendered in
the 1400 block of North Hobart, the
1700 block of North Banks, the 1600
block of North Zimmers, twice in the
2300 block of Beech, once in the 1100
block of Juniper, the intersection of
*I9th and" Hobart stréets and the 1400
block of South Bamnes.

A runaway was reported in the 300
block of Tignor. The runaway was
later located in the 800 block of South
Banks.

A civil matter was reported in the
1000 block of East Browning.

Suspicious person calls were
received from the intersection of
Browning and Somerville streets, the
100 block of South Starkweather, the
400 block of East Kentucky and the

the following incidents for the 24-hour

concerning animals in the 400 block of

Emergency Services

500 block of Yeager.

A suspicious vehicle call was
received from the 1300 block of North
Christine.

A prowler was reported in the 1200
block of Duncan.

A silent/abusive 911 call was
received from the 1100 block of
Finley.

Disorderly conduct was reported at
Recreation Park, 1600 E. Highway 60.

Criminal trespass was reported in
the 500 block of North Nelson.

An offense against family and chil-
dren was reported in the 2800 block of
Charles. Information was received
regarding a possible offense against a
family member.

One alarm was reported.

Identity theft was reported in the
1200 block of North Wells.

Fraud was reported at Taylor Food
Mart, 600 E. Frederic. The incident
involved a counterfeit $100 bill.

Sheriff

Gray County Sheriff’s Office

reported the following arrests today.
Tuesday, Aug. 28

Malcome  Nichols, - 46, of Pampa
was.arrested by GCSO for possession
of less than two ounces of marijuana.

Brandon Baxter, 29, of Pampa was
arrested by GCSO for four counts of
forgery of a financial instrument.

Emest Glen Morgan, 24, of Athena
was arrested by Pampa Police
Department on a Hood River County,
Ore., warrant for being a fugitive from
justice.

Tammy Cherise Cox, 36, of Pampa
was arrested by GCSO for possession

of drug paraphernalia, possession of
less than one gram of a controlled sub-
stance in a drug-free zone, failure to
maintain financial responsibility and
two counts . of no Texas driver’s
license.

Fire

Pampa Fire Department reported the
following calls for the 24-hour period
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Aug. 28

8:52 a.m. — Two units and six per-
sonnel responded to the 400 block of
North Ward on a fire alarm activation.

7:20 p.m. — One unit and three per-
sonnel responded to the 1200 block of
North Wells on a call for medical
assistance.

Ambulance

Guardian EMS ambulance reported
the following calls during the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Aug. 28

6:37 a.m. — A mobile ICU respond-
ed to the 1100 block of Varmon and
transported “'a' patient 'to Pampa
Regional Medicdl Center.

6:18 p.m. -~ A mobile ICU respond-
ed to the 1000 block of Duncan. No
transport.

7:17 p.m. — A mobile ICU respond-
ed to the 1200 block of North Wells
and transported a patient to PRMC.

Wednesday, Aug. 29

5:05 a.m. — A mobile ICU respond-
ed to the 1200 block of South Finley
and transported a patient to PRMC.

Poll: Few nations see increased role in overseas crises

WASHINGTON (AP) —
People in the U.S., Britain
and six other countries
showed little taste for step-
ping up the role their
nations’ troops play in over-
seas crises, but seemed more
open to other types of
involvement abroad, accord-
ing to an Associated Press-
Ipsos poll.

The survey was conducted in mid- to
late May as the war in Iraq was begin-
ning its fourth year and NATO allies
were facing a springtime upsurge in vio-

lence in Afghanistan.

Iraq as well.

“Italy is not making
enough of an important mark
on international politics,”
said Maria Verrone, 46, an
architect from Florence,
Italy, who was visiting
Rome. “We have a strong
economy to back us, what
are we waiting for?”

Tty T

In each country surveyed,
only about one in 10 said
they believe their govern-
ment does not send its mili-
tary frequently enough to
trouble spots. Roughly eight
in 10 said their leaders send

forces abroad either as often
as they should or too fre-
quently, according to the
poll, which also sampled
attitudes in Canada, South
Korea, France, Germany,
Italy and Spain.

When it came to their
country’s role in world
affairs in general, however,
only in the U.S. and Britain

did about half or more say
their government was too
involved. In the others, at
least three of four said their
government was either not
doing enough or was doing
what it should.

Every country in the sur-
vey has forces in
Afghanistan, while the U.S.

The survey was conducted
in mid- to late May as the
war in Iraq was beginning its
fourth year and NATO allies
were facing a springtime
upsurge in - violence in
Afghanistan. Since then,
events have transpired that
could have changed some
peoples’ views about their
countries’ roles in foreign

and Britain have troops in affairs, such as the taking of

South Korean hostages in

CITY BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

Afghanistan and the ascen-
sion of new leaders in
Britain and France.

“Too much,” said David
Champ, 57, a plasterer from
Redkey, Ind., as he walked

1999 PONTIAC Montana
mini van. Exc. cond. 665-6143

FALL IS here. Great selec-
tion of plus sizes, maternity
wear, & scrubs. Also teen &
children’s clothing. Tralee
Resale Shop, 308 S. Cuyler.

FREE PALLETS! Bartlett's
Lumber & Hardware.

HOMECOMING MUM
Supplies at the Cottage Col-

. lection, 922 W. 23rd, Pampa

NOW OPEN! The Beauty
Connection, 113 W. Foster.

the National Mall in the
RADIO CONTROL Flying heart of Washington, D.C.
Club, organizational meeting. “We’re not the peacekeepers
All  interested welcome! of the world, but a lot of
7pm., Thurs.,, Aug. 30. 1/2 Americans think we are.”
mile East of Loop 171, US In Paris, Louise Cors, 53,
Hwy. 60. said military missions
abroad are “a bad idea,”
adding, “We have lost a lot
SIGN UPS for flag football, gifplgl’:;’c'; ,in our foreign
boys & girls, 1st & 2nd grade . "
& tackle football, 2 divigirons, G::m;hn; Ur.nS o’reBIt-lht:nm ‘:‘]‘:‘
grade Tos, Wed & Thar. 0 Bl counry inievees
8r ' v % OIS militarily too  frequently.
6-8pm at the Optimist Build- E|sewhere, more said their
ing, also Sat. 9/1 10-12. Play- government was di ~
ing fee for flag is $45 & tackle troops properly, though
is $75. Also needing coaches Italians were about evenly
& referees, A Pampa United split between that and saying
Way Agency. they are sent too often.
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Petition
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David Hutto, right, presented a petition last week

Pampa News Photorby KERRI SMITH
containing nearly 900 signa-

tures to Richard Morris, director of public works, to freeze taxes for seniors

and disabled residents.

Firm to provide free Rx cards

HOUSTON — The Texas
Rx Card Program will pro-
vide free discount prescrip-
tion drug cards to the resi-
dents of Texas. Residedrits of
Texas can download a free
discount prescription drug
card by visiting www.cali-
forniarxcard.com.

The card can be used at
more than 50,000 pharma-
cies across the country to
receive savings of up to 75
percent (savings average
around 30 percent),
Participating  pharmacies
include Walgreens, Kroger,
Albertson’s, Target,
Brookshire Brothers, Costco,
as well as many other chain
drug stores and thousands of

- independent pharmacies.

The Texas Rx Card was
launched to help the unin-
sured and under insured peo-
ple of Texas afford their pre-
scription medications.
However, the program can
also be used by people who

. have health insurance cover-

age with no prescription ben..

efits (which is common in ;

many. - HSA’s and high
deductible health plans).
“Even those with prescrip-
tion coverage can utilize the
program by using it for their

- non-covered or non-formula-

ry drugs,” Program Director
M’Elaine Booth said “This

. program even covers some

pet medications (medica-
tions that are available at
participating pharmacies).
The Texas Rx Card program
has no restrictions or partici-
pation requirements and the

Water

Continued from Page 1

the district. They need
not live there, but they do
need to be residents of the
State of Texas. Under the
old statute, directors had to
live within the district.

As a political subdivi-
sion of the state, the water
district would have taxing
authority within the dis-
trict, the ability to issue
tax-free revenue bonds
and the condemnation
power of eminent domain.

The latter would be cru-
cial for a right-of-way
from the Panhandle to
metropolitan areas that can
afford to and are willing to
pay for water and electric-
ity.
tyln addition to Mesa
Water, Pickens has estab-
lished Mesa Energy, a
company designed to build
wind farms, a coal-fired
power plant and a natural
gas-fired power plant
along with transmission
lines to the Dallas-Fort
Worth area.

At a meeting earlier this
month in Pampa with area
landowners, Mesa Energy
officials said they are plan-
ning transmission lines
along right-of-way from
Roberts -County to Anna,
north of McKinney. They
said that would be the
same right-of-way that
would carry an aqueduct
for Mesa Water.

program is open to every
resident of Texas.

Texas Rx Card has part-
nered with Health Access
America, a non-profit organ-
ization that educates and
informs the uninsured, the
media, and the public at
large about affordable health
care options. Health Access

America develops and dis-

tributes free information
about the issue of the unin-
sured to help citizens find
health solutions.

“We’re excited to have the
opportunity to work with
Health Access America to
provide the people of Texas
with free access to prescrip-
tion discounts,” said Ryan
Jumonville, president and
chief executive officer of
United Networks of
America. “We’ve success-
fully launched programs in
New York, California, New
Jersey, Ohio, Utah, Florida,
Georgia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Louisiana,

Arizona, Colorado and
Tennessee. We've saved the
residents of these states mil-
lions of dollars and we look
forward to doing the same
for the people of Texas.”

The Texas Rx Card
Program is a special project
of United Networks of
America and is presented as
a community service.

“It has been the goal of
United Networks of America
(UNA) to help people
around the country obtain
affordable health care,”
Jumonville said. “Our origi-
nal mission was to plug the
niches and gaps in coverage
our health plan clients offer
to their mrembers, but we
saw the opportunity to per-
form a valuable community
service by opening this up as
a free program to the unin-
sured as well and it is our
hope that this will enable
more people to afford and
proactively take the medica-
tions they genuinely need.”

Courtesy photo

Gee Gee, a cancer therapy dog, visited Pampa
Tuesday night with a trainer for the program at a
regular monthly meeting of the Pampa Cancer
Support group at Pampa Regional Medical Center.
Carla, the trainer, and Gee Gee are sponsored by
Harrington Cancer Center in Amarillo. Nineteen

attended the meeting.

BUTTONS & BELLE....
Two beautiful female
Schnauzer puppies. They
are 4 to 6 months old
very loving and friendly.
Come see us!

NASA finds no proof of astronauts drinking

WASHINGTON (AP) — There is no evi-
dence astronauts were drunk or had been
drinking heavily before launching into space,
an internal NASA investigation found today.

An independent astronaut health panel’s
report of two unsubstantiated instances of
heavy alcohol use before flights grabbed
headlines in July. But when NASA’s safety
chief tried to confirm the allegations, he
came up empty.

“I was unable to verify any case in which
an astronaut spaceflight crewmember was
impaired on launch day,” or any case where
a manager disregarded a recommendation
that an astronaut not fly, said a 45-page
report prepared by NASA safety chief Bryan
O’Connor. He is a former astronaut and shut-
tle accident investigator.

O’Connor’s review went back 20 years
and involved interviews with 90 astronauts,
flight surgeons and other NASA officials.

However, O’Connor said flight surgeons
should play a stronger “oversight” role in
launch day activities.

Twenty flight surgeons signed an e-mail to
O’Connor saying they have never seen any

drunken astronauts before a launch or train-
ing jet flight.

O’Connor looked through 40,134 govern-
ment and contractor reports of mishaps and
problems dating back through 1984 — many
of them anonymous — and none of them
involved alcohol or drug abuse by astro-
nauts.

Today’s report confirms what top NASA
officials had been saying in the last few
weeks: There was no proof of drunken astro-
nauts before launch.

In July, an independent panel said there
were at least two unverified and unidentified
instances of astronauts drinking heavily
before a flight. The panel was formed to look
at astronaut health issues because of the
bizarre case of astronaut Lisa Nowak, who
was arrested and charged with attempted kid-
napping of a romantic rival.

The panel’s 12-pagé report last month
said: “Interviews with both flight surgeons
and astronauts identified some episodes of
heavy use of alcohol by astronauts in the
immediate preflight period, which has led to
safety concerns.”

City

hand to discuss HB 621.
This bill relates to the

exemption from ad valorem
taxation of tangible person-
al property held temporarily
at a location in the state for
assembling, storing, manu-
facturing, processing, or
fabricating purposes. This
bill will go into effect Jan.

1, 2008.

A work session regarding
the budget review will also
take place during the meet-
ing. This is a discussion
item only and no action will
be taken.

TOP OF TEXAS ICE CO.

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THEM FOR THE

2ND ANNUAL KICK OFF

FOR THE

2007 HARVESTER FOOTBALL SEASON
FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 - 6:30AM-8:30AM
1945 N. HOBART

CATERED BY GERALD RASCO
** AND““HAMBURGER” ED

KGRO LIVE REMOTE

FREE BREAKFAST

WHILE IT LASTS

WITH DONNY HOOPER

VOICE OF HARVESTER FOOTBALL

WHILE THERE ... BE SURE TO SIGN THE

“GOOD LUCK HARVESTERS™

POSTER ... FOR EACH SIGNATURE

TOP OF TEXAS ICE CO.

WILL DONATE $1 TO THE
HARVESTER FOOTBALL BOOSTER CLUB

neccessary!

Please
remember
to check
your pets
for ticks
and treat if

CRASH.... is a young
female Tabby with a very
lovable personality. She
has spinal injuries and
needs gentle love and
care! No children please.
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You would have thought
the United States had com-
mitted some unforgivable
crime against humanity if
you listened to the howls of
rage emitting from a horde
of liberals whining over the
fate of an illegal alien who
played them for suckers.

Her name 1is Elvira
Arellano and whatever else
she may be, she’s a master
propagandist who knows full
well just which buttons to
push to unleash a flood of
liberal do-gooder tears from
those who don’t recognize a
con man (or woman) even
when the con is so obvious a
10-year-old could see it.

In case you haven’t been
paying attention, for the past
year Sra. Arellano has been
playing the part of a victim

Viewpoints

of heartless U.S. immigra-
tion laws that demand that
she be deported just because
as a serial illegal alien she
just plain doesn’t belong
north of the U.S.-Mexican
border, which she has long
used a her own personal
revolving door.

As part of her con game
she managed to find a cler-
gyman who was willing to
offer her sanctuary in his
church, which she used as a
pulpit to preach about the
injustice of being persecuted
by a brutal government that
wanted to ship her south of
the border. She wailed it
would separate her from her
8-year-old son, the by-prod-
uct of some furtive sexual
encounter with a man she
either refuses to identify or

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, Aug. 29, the 241st day of 2007.
There are 124 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

Fifty years ago, on Aug. 29, 1957, the Senate gave final
congressional approval to a Civil Rights Act after South
Carolina Sen. Strom Thurmond (then a Democrat) ended a
filibuster that had lasted 24 hours.

On this date:

In 1533, the last Incan King of Peru, Atahualpa, was mur-
dered on orders of Spanish conqueror Francisco Pizarro.
In 1632, English philosopher John Locke was born in

Somerset.

‘The trouble with
being poor is that it
takes up all your
time.”

— Willem de

Kooning
Dutch-born artist
(1904-1997)

its liberation from the Nazis.

In 1877, the second
president of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints, Brigham
Young, died in Salt Lake
City at age 76.

In 1943, responding
to a-clampdowmnby Nasi
occupiers, = Denmdrk
managed to scuttle most
of’its naval ships.

In 1944, 15,000
American troops
marched down the
Champs Elysees in Paris
as the French capital
continued to celebrate

In 1965, Gemini 5, carrying astronauts Gordon Cooper
and Charles (“Pete’”) Conrad, splashed down in the Atlantic

after eight days in space.

In 1966, the Beatles concluded their fourth American tour
with their last public concert, at Candlestick Park in San

Francisco.

In 1982, Academy Award-winning actress Ingrid Bergman
died in London on her 67th birthday.
In 1987, Academy Award-winning actor Lee Marvin died

in Tucson, Ariz., at age 63.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast near Buras,
La.; the resulting floods devastated the city of New Orleans.
More than 1,800 people in the region died.

Ten years ago: Hooded men killed more than 300 people
in an Algerian farm village in the worst carnage since an
Islamic insurgency began. Japan’s Supreme Court ruled that
the country’s Education Ministry broke the law by removing
mention of a Japanese World War II atrocity from historian
Saburo Ienaga’s high school textbook.

Five years ago: A judge in Norwalk, Conn., sentenced
Michael Skakel to 20 years to life in prison for bludgeoning
his teenage neighbor, Martha Moxley, with a golf club in
1975 after hearing the Kennedy cousin tearfully proclaim his
innocence.
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whose identity has somehow
slipped her mind (if she ever
knew in the first place).
Elvira has made herself
into the poster girl for
amnesty for all illegal aliens,
and it’s been a spectacle to
watch how
she’s done
i t
Especially
since nei-
ther she nor

Michael
Reagan

Columnist

her son can .

speak a
word of
English.

Safe from the grasping
hands of the immigration
cops who risked being
boiled in media oil had they
violated the alleged sanctu-
ary, she created a flood of
stories depicting her plight at

the hands of the heartless
Feds.

Needless to say, the
wooly-headed liberals who
dominate the media man-
aged to avoid writing about
or broadcasting the sordid
tale of the
real Elvira
Arellano. As
a result,
when justice
finally pre-
-vailed and
she was sent
packing by
the immigration authorities,
a great cry of agony arose
from the left and from the
illegal immigration commu-
nity, which cannot under-
stand why most Americans
labor under the false belief
that people here in the U.S.

should obey the law, espe-
cially when the law says
those wishing to reside with-
in our borders should abide
by the laws that restrict
immigration to those willing
to obey the immigration
laws.

Elvira was not among
their number. She had one
rallying cry — she would not
leave the U.S. because to do
so would separate her from
her beloved love-child, who
is legally an American citi-
zen since he was born here.

Who is this woman who
has tugged so successfully at
the heartstrings of the
nation’s liberals?

She snuck into the U.S.
years ago, was caught and
sent southward in the late
‘90s.
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Elvira: Just shut up and go home

That was just a minor set-
back in her career — in a mat-
ter of a few days she was
back in the U.S. where she
got pregnant and got a job as
a cleaning woman at an air-
port thanks to a phony Social
Security card — a rather seri-
ous offense for which would
be a sure ticket to the slam-
mer for most people. But not
for Elvira. It took 9/11 to get
her charged with the crime
and ordered out of the U.S. -
again.

She didn’t go. Instead she
conned a church into giving
her sanctuary where she
stayed until she rashly ven-
tured forth to promote the
virtues of illegal immigra-
tion. The Feds nabbed her

See REAGAN, Page 5

America lauds its incompetent pols

If you think out of the
boundaries for a moment,
you can see that it’s funny
that the Bush administration
believes it’s OK for the U.S.
to invade Iraq, destroy its
infrastructure, topple its
government and occupy it
with 167,000 soldiers while
complaining that the next-
door neighbor, Iran, is med-
dling in the country.

To the Bush Gang, we can
arm our bribed thugs all over
the world, but if Iran offers
arms to its friends, why, it is
supporting terrorism. The
State Department bureau-
crats may define Hezbollah
as a terrorist organization,
but Hezbollah and its leaders
have a public record that is a
thousand times more benign
and humane than some of
our sponsored terrorists. Joe
Mobutu, formerly of the
Congo, is just one example
of the kind of terrorists we
sponsor. There are also three

Israeli prime ministers, two
of whom led terrorist gangs
before they got into politics
and another who massacred
a whole village.

It’s the same sort of
chuckle you get when you
hear  the
O pen
Borders Kid
demand that
Syria seal
its border
with Iraq
tight as a
Mafioso’s
lips. Even with the Iraqi
refugees, I'll bet there are
more illegal aliens in the
U.S. than there are in Syria.
And, unlike the U.S., I'll bet
the Syrian government can
tell you where its aliens are
located.

This administration is a
joke, though its jokes have
had terrible consequences
for innocent people. This is
the gang that handled the

Charley
Reese

Columnist

Republican War in Iraq the
same way it handled
Hurricane Katrina — with
indifferent and incompetent
political appointees who did-
n’t know a Louisiana frog
from an Iragi imam. It took
them three
days to dis-
cover that
80 percent
of New
Orleans was
under
water, sev-
eral weeks
to discover that not all
Muslims are Sunnis, and
several months to discover
their favorite Iraqi source of
information, Ahmad
Chalabi, was a liar and a
crook.

You have to be jumbo-size
dumb to have fired 400,000
Iraqi soldiers, telling them
that their careers are over,
they will get no severance
pay, no pensions, but they

can go ahead and take their
rifles with them to the unem-
ployment lines, where they
will be barred from all gov-
ernment jobs.

If you wrote a detailed
history of this administration
as a novel, nobody would
believe it. Nobody can be
that stupid, readers would
say, or make that many mis-
takes.

You should be warned, by
the way, that many of the
neoconservative idiots who
promoted the Republican
War in Iraq have attached
themselves as advisers to
most of the presidential can-
didates in both parties. As
usual, no matter for whom
you cast your ballot, you’ll
get the same imperial perpet-
ual war and free-trade policy
you have now. Free trade, by
the way, means corporations
are free to fire their

Texas Thoughts

See REESE, Page 5

By The Associated Press

A sample of editorial opinion around
Texas:

M Aug. 19

Houston Chronicle on the minimally
safer flood wall repairs in New
Orleans:

As the first big storm of the season
aims at the Gulf of Mexico, the city
Hurricane Katrina devastated remains
vulnerable to catastrophe, despite the
best efforts of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. That condition raises ques-
tions on whether the federal agency’s
strategy for making New Orleans
secure from flooding is as flawed as its
previous work. :

A discouraging report in The New
York Times details how efforts by the

Army Corps of Engineers to shore up
levees and install flood gates has
increased the security of areas that
largely withstood the waters unleashed
by Katrina. However, in the areas that
flooded the worst, the improvements
have barely dented projected flood lev-
els in the event of a 100-year storm. In
Gentilly, the flood risk was reduced by
less than 6 inches, while affluent areas
like Lakeview had vulnerabilities low-

walls and areas of erosion, flaws that
have led some critics to question
whether the agency is covering up
problems for which it is responsible.
The Corps is being sued in federal
court for negligence that contributed to
the breaching of the 17th Street Canal.

After an estimated $1 billion in proj-
ects, the city is only marginally safer
for many of its poorest residents. A
comprehensive plan to shore up the
entire system of flood walls around the

" city is estimated to cost 14 times that

and not be in place until 2011. By then,
there may not be much of a city left to
save,

A recent Time Magazine cover piece
by writer Michael Grunwald declared

See FLOOD, Page 5
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Events calendar

* Clarendon College-
Pampa Center is current-
ly taking enroliment for an
upcoming CPR Basic Life
Support Class. The class
is designed for healthcare
professionals according
to guidelines set forth by .
the American Hean
Association’s
International Emergency
Cardiovascular Care. The
class will be conducted
from 8 am.-5 p.m. Sept.
15 in Pampa Center
Room 106. Participants
completing the one-day
course will receive an
AHA card valid for two
years. For more informa-
tion, call the college at
665-8801.

* First Baptist Church
of Pampa will be taking
enroliment for its chil-
dren’s choirs from 6-8
p.m. today west of the
church on Ward Street.
The choirs will meet from

4:45-5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays in the
church’s Children’s

Building. Activities will
include singing, instru-
ments, Bible study and
worship. For more infor-
mation, contact First
Baptist at 669-1155.

¢ Sujcide Survivors
Support Group will meef
at 7 p.m. Monday at"
Briarwood Church, 1800

-W. Harvester, in Pampa.

. The Texas
Department of State
Health Services will be
offering immunization
clinics for vaccines that
give protection against
several childhood dis-
eases including polio,
diphtheria, lock jaw
(tetanus), whooping
cough (pertussis),

measles, rubella, mumps,
HIB (haemophilus influen-
zae Type B) and chicken-
pox (varicella). The TDH
will charge money to help
with the cost of keeping
the clinic open. The
amount charged will be
based on family income
and size, and the ability to
pay. The following
clinic(s) will be offered:
9:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-3
p.m., Sept. 5 and 19,
TDH, 736 S. Cuyler,
Pampa.

* The Institute for
Natural Resources will
offer a seminar for the
medical and health care
industry entitled “The
Addicted Brain” Sept. 5 in
Lubbock and Sept. 6 in
Amarillo. The seminar will
be worth six credit hours
and is open to nurses,
pharmacists,
dietitians/DTRs, psychol-
ogists, -social workers,
nursing home administra-
tors, case managers,
occupational therapists,
physical therapists, mas-
sage therapists, coun-
selors and other health
professionals. To find out
more or to register, call 1-
877-246-6336 or (925)
609-2820.

* CASA of the High
Plains will hold an infor-
mational training meeting
for potential volunteers at
6 p.m. Sept. 11 at The

Brown Alliance for-

Children in Pampa. CASA
stands for Court
Appointed Special
Advocates. Volunteers
speak for children in the
legal system, . many of
whome have been neg-
lected and/or abused.

R TR

Reagan

Continued from Page 4

U.S.

Network.

and promptly deported
her, offering to let her
take her son — you know,
the one she insisted she
could not be separated

Lo ~from.

She said no. After all, the kid is a better propagan-
da tool here in the U.S., allowing her to bewail her
“enforced” separation from him.

Liberal tears flowed, all of which proves that there’s
more than one sucker born every minute here in the

—Mike Reagan, the eldest son of the late President
Ronald Reagan, is heard on more than 200 talk radio
stations nationally as part of the Radio America

Reese

Continued from Page 4

and bad shrimp.

tract.

American workers and
farm the work out to
Chinese wage slaves. In
return, Americans get
cheap toys with lead
paint, poisoned pet food

You have to say this in favor of the Chinese, though
— they execute their bureaucrats who screw up, while
we give ours the Medal of Freedom and a book con-

Well, it’s all over for us anyway. Just this morning
on TV, I heard a round-bellied demagogue in a preach-
er’s suit say that God had doomed America because
gays are getting married in Canada.

I couldn’t quite follow his logic, but he shouted it

with a lot of conviction, and his audience applauded
madly. I don’t know what people’s sex lives have to do
with politics and national and celestial destiny, but
perhaps I’ll get one of those epiphany things one day
and figure it out.

In the meantime, we have about 17 months of The
George and Dick Show left to run before it is replaced.
You have to admit it’s suspenseful. Will they start a
war with Iran or wreck the economy — or both? Or will
God get us first? Stay tuned.

—Write to Charley Reese at PO. Box 2446,
Orlando, FL 32802.

that the flooding of New
FlOOd Orleans was a man-
made disaster created by
misguided Corps poli-
Continued from Page4 cies and projects and
shoddy construction
work over the past century.

According to Grutwald, “the real culprit was the
U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers, which bungled the
levees that formed the city’s man-made defenses and
ravaged <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>