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Pampa News Photo by KERRI SMITH
Ron Ebel, in his bee suit, starts to take out a bee hive
at 2314 Duncan around 10 a.m. Tuesday. As soon as he
turned over the trash can that contained the hive, the

bees started swarming.
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Photo by RANDY DUNHAM
Pampa firefighters used smoke, water and foam to control a swarm of
bees Tuesday in the 2300 block of North Duncan.

Aggressive bee swarm causes commotion

By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer

Was Pampa under attack by killer
bees Tuesday afternoon?

No one knows for sure, but five
people were attacked and stung and
had to seek medical attention after a
swarm of bees stung them.

Later, the 2300 block of Duncan
was blocked off by police, fire and
animal control personnel.

The story started to unfold around
10 a.m. Tuesday at Aljean Harmon’s
home at 2314 Duncan. Ron Ebel,
who used to own Ebelbees in White
Deer and is used to handling bees,
had been called to the home to get rid
of a bee hive.

Harmon had noticed some bees
that were living in an upside down
trash can behind a storage shed in her

back yard. She was going to have a
friend’s son clean up that area and
decided to have the bees removed
before anyone else had access to that
area.

Ebel showed up Tuesday morning
expecting it to be just a normal bee
hive extraction. He even called a
reporter from The Pampa News to
take pictures of the event, thinking it

would be a great photo opportunity.
When the reporter arrived, Ebel was
already in his bée suit and ready to
take care of the bees.

“l think this is a relatively new
hive that has about 5,000 to 10,000
bees and the bees, hive and honey
probably weight about 10 pounds,”

See BEES, Page 3

Reporter was really involved in covering bee story

By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer

I’ve never been afraid of bees
because I know I’m not allergic and
[’ve never been bothered by them, so
when Ron Ebel called the paper and
asked if I wanted to take a photo of
him taking down a hive | was very
excited and quickly accepted. Little
did we know what was about to
unfold.

Tucker trial postponed

[ stood across the yard from Ebel
because he said I would be fine and I
trust him because he’s dealt with
bees for many years. | know that if
he had any idea that | or anyone else
would be in danger, he would not
have allowed anyone to be in the
area.

As soon as he turned over the trash
can, the bees started flying around. I
still wasn’t afraid because I knew

they would be somewhat upset over
having their home disturbed. Ebel
did tell me to back up more though
because the hive was a lot bigger
than he expected. So, I backed up as
far as I could.

One bee started flying around my
head so I started swatting at it. I was
fine until another bee got stuck in my
hair and I was afraid to be stung on
the head. So, | started swatting at the

bee and picking at my hair trying to
get it out. As soon as I started to
panic and wave my hands around,
more bees were attracted.

Then, I really started to panic.
Bees were all over my head and face
and in my hair. They were trying to
get inany ears, nose and mouth. The
more | panicked, the more the bees

See STORY, Page 3

Water tanks bid OK’d

By MARILYN POWERS
Staff Writer

The trial of a Pampa man charged with
aggravated sexual assault of a child was con-
tinued Monday morning in 31st District
Court at the request of his attorney.

John Mann, defense attorney for David
Gene “Hawk” Tucker, moved for the contin-
uance which was granted by 31st District
Judge Steven Emmert in Gray County
Courthouse.

“He said he needed the continuance
because he had a material witness who had
health issues,” said 31st District Attorney
Lynn Switzer-

Tucker, 20, was indicted Jan. 27, 2005, in
31st District Court by a Gray County grand
jury on four counts of aggravated sexual

assault of a child under age 14. Total bond on
the four first-degree felony charges was set
at $25,000.

The alleged incidents all occurred on Dec.
1, 2003, Switzer said. The penalty range for
each count of the charge is five to 99 years or
life in prison.

Tucker is a member of the Professional
Rodeo Cowboy Association and competed in
the bull riding events at the Top O’ Texas
Rodeo in 2005 and 2006. He tied for third
place overall in 2005 in bull riding at the

.rodeo.

He is a graduate of Pampa High School,
where he was active in rodeo competition as
a bull and bronc rider. He also appeared as a
bullfighter at area rodeos, including the Kid
Pony Show.

By DAVID BOWSER
Staff Writer

Scuba divers will be coming to Pampa later this sum-
mer.

The Pampa City Commission, during a special session
Tuesday, approved a bid to have six of the city’s 10 water
tanks inspectéd and cleaned by U.S. Underwater
Services.

Donny Hooper with the city’s public works department
said the company had done work for the city before and
had done good work.

“We’ve been very pleased,” Hooper said.

He said the company brings in scuba divers to video the
seams of the tanks and inspect the ladders and cathodic
protection system. He said they clean the tanks while they
are there.

See TANKS, Page 3
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NEXT DAY FORECAST
Thursday Friday Saturday
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Sunny Partly cloudy Partly cloudy

lhursday: Sunny, with a high near 90. South-south-
west wind between 10 and 15 mph, with gusts as high

s 20 mph.

l'hursdav Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 70.
South wind between 10 and 15 mph, with gusts as high

s 20 mph.

Friday: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a high near 92. South-south-
west wind 10 to 15 mph becoming northeast.

Friday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 71.
South-southeast wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Saturday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 89. South
| wind between 5 and 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20

mph.

Saturday Night: Clear, with a low around 71.
southeast wind between 5 and 15 mph, with gusts as

~

high as 25 mph.

South-
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Stocks —

|

I'he following grain quotations are pro-
vided by Attebury Grain of White Deer.

Wheat 5.21
Milo 48]
Com 5.51
Soybeans 1.02

The following 9:30 a.m. N.Y
Stock Market quotations are fur
mished by Edward Jones & Co. of
Pampa

OXY 60.70 +043
BP PLC ADR 7395 +0.02
Cabot Corp 484]1 +0.18
Celanese 41.14 0.15
Cabot Onl Gas 37.18 -0.01
Coca Cola 5341 +0.24
VLO 75.15 +0.05
HAIL 31531 +001
TRI S31 80 +0.03
KMI NA NA

Bernanke:

.
XCEL 20.62 +0.05
Anadarko 53.89 +043
XOM 8994 +0.85
Nat'l Oilwell 113.36 +082
Limited 2736 +0.13
Williams 3346 +021
MCD 5265 +0.49
Atmos 30.11 +0.06
Pioneer Nat 48.15 +0.16
JCP 7596 +1.48
Ccop 86.72 +0.74
SLB 8967 -0.20
Tenneco 3575 -0.25
CVX 91.75 +065
Wal-Mant 48.53 +0.18
OKIE §3.39 +0.21
New York Gold 665 .90
Silver 13.02
West Texas Crude 74 (2

Economic

growth will be slower

WASHINGTON (AP)
Federal Reserve Chairman
Ben Bernanke told
Congress today that the
economy has umrg&d from
its anemic spell, but overall
growth for the year will be
lower than  expected.
Inflation remains the chief
concern, he said.

Delivering a midyear Fed
economic report to Capitol
Hill, Bernanke struck a
somewhat cautious tone.
He suggested that the econ-
omy appears likely to
expand “at a moderate
pace” over the second half.

Still, the Fed chief told
the House Financial
Services Committee that
growth this year will be a
bit slower than the Fed pro-
jected in February. Growth
should strengthen a bit next
year, he said. The inflation
forecast, however, wasn’t
changed. It calls for prices
other than food and energy
to edge lower.

Against this backdrop,
the Fed is likely to leave
interest rates where they are
through the rest of this year.

For just over a year, the
Federal Reserve has held a
key interest rate at 5.25 per-

CITY
BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not
responsibje for the content of
paid advertisement

FULL TIME employment,
excellent benefit package.
Bartlett’s, 500 W. Brown.

cent, providing a period of
stability to borrowers.
Before that, the Fed had
boosted rates for two years
to fend off inflation.

On Wall Street,
fell. Investors reacted
uneasily to Bernanke’s
assessment of the economy
and news that two Bear
Stearns Cos. hedge funds
were essentially worthless.

Bernanke took pains
Wednesday to hedge the
Fed’s bets and outline risks
to the economy.

stocks

One risk is that energy
and commodity prices
could continue to rise

sharply, boosting the prices
of lots of other goods and
services and thus spreading
inflation through the econo-
my.

The Fed “has consistent-
ly stated that upside risks to
inflation are its predomi-

nant” concern, Bernanke
said.

The panel’s chairman,
Rep. Barney Frank, D-
Mass., said that finding

“troubles me.” In Frank’s
view, the biggest problem is
the growing gap between
low-wage and high-wage
workers. Democrats have
accused the Bush adminis-
tration of not doing enough
to narrow this gap.

Overall consumer prices
calmed down in June, the
government reported
Wednesday. They rose by
just 0.2 percent the
smallest increase in five
months. Gasoline prices,
however are now hovering
past $3 a gallon.

Another risk is that the
housing slump could turn
out worse than expected,
sapping consumer spending
and possibly causing over-
all economic growth to be
weaker, Bernanke said.

Summer. ﬁ)liage
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Emergency Services

Pampa PD

Pampa Police Department report-
ed the following incidents for the 24-
hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Five traffic stops were made,
resulting in at least one arrest.

Iraffic complaints were received
from the 1100 block of Huff Road
and the 600 block of North Wells.

Vehicle accidents were reported at
the intersection of Hobart and
Somerville streets, the 1400 block of
North Hobart, the 500 block of North
Wynne, the intersection of Randy
Matson and Sumner streets and the
2800 block of Charles.

An abandoned vehicle was report-

ed in the 100 block of North
Houston.
Animal control officers made

stops concerning animals in the 1400
block of North Somerville, the 1100
block of East Foster, the 800 block of
Beryl, the 2200 block of Perryton
Parkway, the 600 block of East
Browning, the 400 block of North
Roberta, the 800 block of South
Hobart, the 1100 block of East
Foster, the 2300 block of Duncan,
the 400 block of East Browning, the
intersection of Browning and Sloan
streets, the 1300 block of North
Russell, the 600 block of North Gray,
at an unreported location, on two
occasions in the 500 block of
Harlem, the 200 block of West
Kingsmill, the 1200 block of East
Foster, the 1000 block of East
Kingsmill, the 400 block of Graham,
the 900 block of Denver and the-
2300 block of Primrose.

Welfare checks were made in the
400 block of East Frederic and the
700 block of Deane Drive.

Lost property was reported in the
900 block of Love. A wallet, Social
Security card and Texas driver’s
license were lost. Estimated value of
loss is $10.

Found property was reported in
the 300 block of East Craven. A bity-
cle was found.

Suspicious person calls were
received from the intersection of
Brown and Russell streets, the inter-
section of Wynne and Browning
streets and the 400 block of Carr.

A prowler was reported in the 600
block of Bradley Drive.

A silent/abusive 911 call was
received from the 600 block of

Plains.

Criminal trespass was reported in
the 500 block of North Nelson.

Criminal mischief was reported in
the 1200 block of North Wells.

Harassment was reported in the
100 block of North Hobart.

Domestic  disturbances were
reported in the 1000 block of Varnon
Drive, the intersection of Kentucky
and Christine streets, the 500 block
of Lowry, the 600 block of Campbell
and the 500 block of North Sumner,
where an arrest was made in connec-
tion with the incident.

Five alarms were reported.

Theft was reported in the 900
block of Love. A bicycle valued at
$100 was taken.

Theft was reported in the 700
block of East Kentucky. A bicycle
valued at $250 was taken.

Burglary of a habitation was
reported in the 700 block of East
14th. Three undergarments were
taken.

Theft was reported at Allsup’s,
1025 W. Wilks.

Unauthorized use of a motor vehi-
cle was reported in the 1800 block of
Alcock. The incident involved a
1986 Ford F-150 pickup.

A gas drive-off was reported in the
300 block of North Hobart. The
report was determined to be
unfounded.

Sheriff

Gray County Sheriff’s Office

reported the following arrests today.
Tuesday, July 17

Ronald Reynolds, 23, of Dallas
was arrested by Texas Department of
Public Safety for unauthorized use of
a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, July 18

Jackie Salinas, 47, of Pampa was
arrested in the 500 block of North
Sumner by Pampa Police
Department for disorderly
conduct/language.

Fire

Pampa Fire Department reported
the following calls for the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, July 17
8:03 a.m. — One unit and three per-
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sonnel responded to the intersection
of Hobart and Somerville on a vehi-
cle accident.

8:31 a.m. — One unit and three per-
sonnel responded to Crall Products
in the 2100 block of West Highway
152 on an industrial accident.

1:25 p.m. — Three units and six
personnel responded to the 2300
block of North Duncan on a bee
swarm.

6:32 p.m. — One unit and three per-

sonnel responded to the 100 block of

South Wells on a call for medical
assistance.

7:11 p.m. — One unit and three per-
sonnel responded to the 300 block of
Foster on a call for medical assis-
tance.

7:28 p.m. — One unit and three per-
sonnel responded to the 500 block of
Doyle on a call for lifting assistance.

Ambulance

Guardian EMS ambulance report-
ed the following calls during the 24-
hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, July 17

8:02 a.m. A mobile ICU
responded to Hobart and Somerville
streets and transported a patient(s) to
Pampa Regional Medical Center.

8:30 a.m. A mobile ICU
responded to an undisclosed location
west on Highway 152 and transport-
ed a patient(s) to PRMC.

9:15 a.m. A mobile ICU
responded to the 1900 block of
Hilton Road and transported a
patient(s) to PRMC.

10:36 a.m. — A mobile ICU
responded to PRMC and transferred
a patient(s) to Northwest Texas
Hospital in Amarillo.

1:27 p.m. A mobile ICU
responded to PRMC and transported
a patient(s) to a nursing facility in
Amarillo.

4:49 p.m. A mobile ICU
responded to the 1000 block of North
Sumner and transported a patient(s)
to PRMC.

5:20 p.m. A mobile ICU
responded to the 100 block of South
Wells and transported a patient(s) to
PRMC.

11:40° p.m. A. mobile ICU
responded to the 200 block of Tignor
and transported a patient(s) to
PRMC.

Pampa News photo by MARILYN POWERS
Fringe encircles the purple blossoms of this plant which decorates the front of a Pampa home. The

blooms are about the circumference of pencil erasers and have bright green foliage.
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By MARILYN POWERS

Staff Writer enhanced, was set at he was convicted of the

A Lipscomb County grand  $20,000. felony offense of first-degree
jury handed up four indict- On March 28, Gonzales arson. Both convictions were
ments Thursday in 31st allegedly intentionally, in district court in Harper

District Court. The indict-
ments were for two second-
degree felonies and two state
jail felonies.

Alberto Franco Gonzales,
46, was indicted for assault
causing bodily injury to
date/family/house. Bond on

caused

the second-degree felony,

knowingly or

member of his household by
grabbing the victim’s face
with his hands.

recklessly
bodily injury to a

County, Okla.

habitation. Bond

On Aug. 27, 1998, $15,000.
Gonzales was convicted of On Jan. 30,
assault and battery -- domes- allegedly

tic abuse. On Dec. 10, 1998,

Shelia Jo Spreier, 34, was
indicted for burglary of a

ond-degree felony was set at

intentionally or

Lipscomb grand jury hands up four indictments

clothing.

on the sec-

Spreier
set at $5,000.

School board to discuss new dress code

By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer
Discussion and possible action to
revise the Pampa Independent School
District dress code, approval of multi-
ple local policies, campus fund-raisers
and the student code of conduct are on
the agenda for a regular school board
meeting to be held at 6 p.m. Thursday

at Carver Center, 321 W. Albert.
The student dress code that was
approved recently will be reviewed to

see if any items need to be revised or if

it should be left as written.

Local policies on curriculum devel-
opment, purchasing and acquisitions
and facilities construction will be dis-
cussed and possible action will be

taken to approve these policies.

Andrea Culley, an attorney with the
Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo, will
be present to discuss recent changes
made by the Legislature regarding the
Education Code (discipline).

Board members can discuss and give
suggestions for items that need to be on
the 2007-2008 student code of conduct.

knowingly entered a habita-
tion without the consent of
the owner and attempted to
commit or committed theft
of property. The property
involved in the incident was

Robert Bryan Calkins, 36,
was indicted for possession
of less than one gram of a
controlled substance. Bond
on the state jail felony was

Bees

Continued from Page 1

Ebel said. “I try to save the bees and
the hive and move them if possible,
but when I turn over the trash can it
will damage the hive too bad so I’ll
have to dispose of this one.”

Harmon and a friend retreated to the
garage to watch through a window and

the yard to take some photos.

As soon as Ebel turned over the
trash can, he said the hive was a lot
bigger than he expected. He was also
surprised at how aggressive the bees
were. When Ebel saw that the bees
were attacking the reporter, he told her
to quickly retreat to her car.

Ebel quickly bagged the trash can
and sealed it shut with duct tape. He
placed the container in the bed of his
pickup. That’s when he realized that
this hive, bees and honey probably
weighed at least 100 pounds. He stood
around for a few minutes waiting for
the bees_flying around him to retreat
so he could take his bee suit off, but
that did not happen.

After asking the reporter if she was
OK, through the window of her car, he
decided to drive home with his suit
still on because he said the bees were
just too aggressive. So, they both left
and headed back to work and home.

Just a short while after, they both
started feeling bad from the stings so
they both ended up at Family
Medicine Center for treatment. They
.thought this was the end of the story,
- but it was just the beginning.

A 911 call came in at 12:39 p.m.
rafter a mail carrier, trying to deliver
:mail in the 2300 block of Duncan was

the reporter stood on the other side of

attacked dnd stung She quickly ran
back to her vehicle, but the bees fol-
lowed her and some got in her mail
truck. She called animal control for
help because she could not get away
from the bees.

Animal control office Sandy Burns
was dispatched to the scene and
expected this to be an average bee call
so she took her spray with her. She
went over to the mail carrier’s vehicle
and immediately saw these were not
normal docile bees. She started spray-
ing her bug spray to no avail so she
started running. The bees followed her
and she was stung on the ear. She
called on the radio that she was being
chased by bees and needed help. She
and the mail carrier eventually retreat-
ed to a home on Duncan.

The police and fire departments
were notified of the problem, and they
dispatched emergency personnel and
blocked off the 2300 block of Duncan.
A bee keeper from Lefors was called
to assess the situation. When he found
out that Ebel had taken the hive and
queen bee earlier, he asked if Ebel
could bring the queen back. Ebel could
not because he had already destroyed
the hive.

Before Ebel arrived back on the
scene, animal control officer Onry
Wells was out trying to help emer-
gency personnel with the problem.
Wells was stung on the face multiple
times and had to also seek medical
attention.

Ebel did come back to the scene and
his face was swollen from the stings
that he received earlier. The fire
department decided to spray foam on
the bees to wet them down and keep
them from flying around the area.
Firefighters wore their protective gear
and Ebel was wearing his bee suit.

Duncan Street was blocked off for a

few hours until most of the bees were
gone. Ebel set traps around Harmon’s
back yard to trap any remaining bees
and also to trap those bees that were
out getting pollen that would return
later that evening. He worked late into
the night and early morning hours with
the traps to make sure no one was in
danger.

“I’ve never seen bées this aggres-
sive,” Ebel said. “And I knew I was
allergic to bees, but I’ve never had this
reaction to a bee sting. I cannot say
that these were Africanized bees until
they are sent off for testing and that
will take about a week. Right now, I
just have to say this was a hive of very
aggressive honey bees.”

Burns went out to the location
around 8 a.m. this morning and
walked around the property.

“I did not see a single bee flying
around this morning,” .Burns said. “I
feel safe in saying that this bee prob-
lem has been taken care of and the
public should feel at ease. There are
going to be bees around this summer,
but they should be just the normal
non-aggressive bees. I've never seen
bees like this. Normally just spraying
the bees is enough.”

In all, five people were stung by the
bees. Ebel received five stings, the
Pampa News reporter was stung 14
times, the mail carrier received three
stings, Burns believes she was only
stung once and Wells was stung about
seven times. Everyone either received
shots or medicine of steroids and anti-
histamines.

I[f anyone sees a bee hive in the
future, please contact animal control
or the police department so a trained
beekeeper can be contacted to take
care of the situation.

On April 28, 2006,
Calkins allegedly possessed
less than one gram of

methamphetamine.

Jay Dee Nelson, 29, was Depamnent at
indicted for cruelty to ani- | 662-1022 between
mals. Bond on the state jail
felony was set at $5,000. 9am. and 6 p.m.

On Jan. 28, Nelson .
allegedly intentionally or to claim your
knowingly killed a dog with-
out the consent of the owner reward.

by shooting the dog.

Crimestoppers
caller # 0623 is
asked to call the

Pampa Police

A\

'TRIANGLE|
)/ WELLY
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DEBBIE HOOVER
President
806-665-8459
Moblle: 595-0664

Transport and Vacuum Tank Truck Service
Serving Pampa Since 1948

24 HOUR SERVICE

JERRY CARRILLO - Dispatcher

TERRY ELLIS - Fleld Supervisor 663-0757

806-665-8459

“Medicare Home Serv1ce Spec1allst”
Serving Homecare in
Texas Communities since 1984

Skilled Nursing
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Language Pathology

Home Care Aide

Customized Healthcare Solutions

720 W. Francis, Pampa * 806-665-9700

6300 I-40 W. #210, Amarillo » 806-352-3900 « 877-392-3990
207 N. Main, Shamrock * 806-256-1100 * 866-642-5400

We take referrals on line at www.accoladehomecare.com

Story

attacked. | started walking to get
away from them, but they followed.

Ebel noticed 1 was being attacked
and told me to run to my car as fast as

| I could to get away from them. As I

started running, even more attacked
me. It was a very scary experience.

. About the time I reached my car in the

alley, I started worrying about getting
in the car and having the bees inside
with me, but I knew I had to do that
and get away from the main swarm
around Ebel.

I jumped in the car and started it to
turn on the air conditioner because it
was hot. As soon as | sat still and
calmed down, the bees got off of me
and landed on the windows of the car

[ trying to find a way out. I didn’t know
L it then, but Ebel told me later that turn-

ing on the air was the best thing

because bees don’t like cold.

I could see bees flying around the
outside of the car. It was like a movie
and I couldn’t believe it was happen-
ing to me. There were at least 10-20
bees in the car with me. I watched and
when they were on the side windows |
would roll the window down just
enough to let them out.

Then, | looked in the mirror and
noticed all of the stingers, which are

black with Whllt tips, stud\ in my fd\,t
and arms. The ones on my face and
head really starting burning. I wasn’t
sure what to do, but decided to leave
them in and drive back to work and
show the staff at the newspaper. I was
laughing because I couldn’t believe
that had just happened (and I'm so
accident prone anyway) and I thought
the newspaper staff could laugh at and
with me.

When I got back to the office
though, I really started to get a
headache and started to get light head-
ed. I called Family Medicine Clinic
and asked if I could come in and they
said to come right down.

About the time I walked into the
office, I started feeling very faint. I
asked to sit down and they quickly
took me back to a room and let me lay
down. I really thought I was going to
pass out.

My head and face was on fire and I
started to get really nauseous. Derrell
DeLoach and his nurse, Stormy, came
in and picked out the stingers with
tweezers and got 14 stingers out of my
face, head and arms. They immediate-
ly gave me a shot of steroids and anti-
histamines and had me just lay on the
table with a cold wash cloth on my
face.

I was amazed how horrible I felt and
how much it hurt to be stung by such a
small creature. I can see how people
that are allergic can die from this.

After about 45 minutes and the shot
taking effect, I felt good enough to
leave.

On the way out of the office, they
told me that Ebel had been in there
also and had just left. Unfortunately
they said he didn’t look as well as I
did. His face and head was really
swollen up.

[ found out from Ebel later that he’d
been stung 5 times after some bees got
into his suit. He said he got four shots
while at the doctor and he never had
trouble breathing, but was just very
swollen. I'm so glad that he is OK
because he is allergic, but he said he’s
never had a reaction that bad. He also
said he’s never seen bees that aggres-
sive and he was worried about how I
was.

[ think everything turned out right in
this case. Aljean Harmon, the home-
owner, called a professional to take
care of the bees and didn’t try to han-
dle it on her own. Ebel knew what he
was doing and took care of the hive
and then when he was needed back on
the scene, he returned even though he
could barely see through his swollen
eyes. The police and fire departments
kept people out of the area and foamed
the bees. Ebel worked into the night
trapping the remaining bees.

So, what started out to be a simple
bee hive retrieval and photo opportuni-
ty turned out to be a city-wide emer-

gency.

Tanks

Continued from Page 1

Richard Morris, director of the pub-
lic works department said that the city
used to have to drain the tanks to clean
them. That, he said, wasted 12 to 15

million gallons of water.
“This is a lot better,” Morris said.

Hooper said U.S. Underwater
Services was the only bidder. He said
that for the past 15 months, they had
inquiries from other companies about
the project, but U.S. Underwater
Services was the only one to submit a
sealed bid.

The winning bid was $24,290.

Hooper said the city had just fin-
ished inspecting and pginting four of
the city’s water tanks. U.S.
Underwater Services will inspect and

clean one tank at Pump Station No. 1,
two tanks at Pump Station No. 2, one
tank at the prison and two of the city’
elevated tanks.
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Viewpoints

America is involved in culture war of words

If  anybody doubts
America is engaged in a cul-
ture war and losing it they
need only to take a look at
the recent series of concerts
promoting Al Gore’s global
warming hoax. They would
have learned that the war is
being waged in the sewers.

America is facing an army
of foul-mouthed, tattooed
guttersnipes who have the
gall to proclaim they want to
save the planet by putting on
performances laced with
some of the foulest language
ever heard from a stage.

As those who made the
mistake of watching any of
these concerts here or abroad
discovered, the enemies of
culture are unable to com-
plete a sentence without
using the “F” word at least
once, along with liberal
sprinklings of the “S” word.

And their foul-mouthed
rhetoric was not the least of
it: The audiences ate it up,
and the performers knew
that when they spewed their
obscene filth they were giv-
ing their decadent fans
exactly what they wanted.

That fact has not escaped
the people who run the
nation’s TV  networks.
Nowadays it’s hard to find a
TV drama that does not seed
the dialogue with “F”’ words.
If you have watched hit series
such as “Deadwood” you
quickly learned that the “F”
word was among the milder
epithets. That series intro-
duced terms never before
heard outside of men’s locker
rooms or prison cells.

I went to a lot of concerts
years ago. I never heard Frank
Sinatra or any other per-
former use a single obscenity

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, July

18, the 199th day of 2007.

There are 166 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 18, 1947, President Harry Truman signed the

Presidential Succession Act, which placed the speaker of the .

House and the Senate president pro tempore next in the line
of succession after the vice president.

On this date:

In A.D. 64, the Great Fire of Rome began.
In 1792, American naval hero John Paul Jones died in

Paris at age 45.

In 1927, Ty Cobb hit safely for the 4,000th time in his

career.

‘Much misconstruction

In 1932, the
United States and

Canada signed a
and bitterness are treaty to develop the
spared to him who gt‘ Lawrenee

: eaway.
thinks naturally upon In 1936, the
what he owes to oth- Spanish Civil War
began.

ers, rather than on
what he ought to

o 4
expect from them.

— Elizabeth de

Meulan Guizot
French author
(1773-1827)

In 1940, the
Democratic National
Convention in
Chicago nominated
President Franklin
Roosevelt for an
unprecedented third
term in office.

In 1969, a car driv-
en by Sen. Edward

M. Kennedy, D-
Mass., plunged off a

bridge on Chappaquiddick Island near Martha’s Vineyard,
Mass.; passenger Mary Jo Kopechne died.

In 1984, a gunman opened fire at a McDonald’s fast food
restaurant in San Ysidro, Calif., killing 21 people before

being shot dead by police.

In 1984, Walter F. Mondale won the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination in San Francisco.

In 1986, the world got its first look at the remains of the
T'tanic as videotapes of the British luxury liner, which sank
in 1912, were released by researchers from Woods Hole

Oceanographic Institution.

Ten years ago: German businessman Thomas Kramer was

slapped with a record $323,

000 penalty by the Federal

Election Commission for making illegal U.S. political con-
tributions. All key systems on the Russian space station Mir
returned to near-normal, about 24 hours after the already dis-
abled spacecraft had lost power.

Five years ago: Accused 9-11 conspirator Zacarias
Moussaoui tried to plead guilty to charges that could have
brought the death penalty, but a federal judge in Alexandria,
Va., insisted he take time to think about it.
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during their performances.
Moreover, if any of them had
uttered anything as foul as the
“F” word, they would have
been driven off the stage.

If you think I’'m making
too big a thing about the
incredible degradation of
language,
keep in
mind it rep-
resents the
decline in
the level of
civility
since the
culture
warriors declared war on
decency. The widespread use
of the “F” word is a symp-
tom of the disease.

The America in which I
grew up had standards, and
people’s public behavior was
judged by how well they
measured up to those stan-

Michael
Reagan

Columnist

dards. One was expected to
toe the line when it came to
the way they communicated
with one another. We were
expected to show our respect
to our fellow Americans by
avoiding offensive words.
Once upon a time one was
expected to
be a gentle-
men or lady,
and those
terms — now
treated with
scorn -
described
people who
had the utmost of respect for
those around them and
showed it in their everyday
behavior.

Those who deviated from
the accepted standards were
told to “keep a civil tongue
in your mouth.”

That’s no longer true.

Comedians vie with each
other to use the most extreme
obscenities and sexual innu-
endos. What was once called
“street language” is now con-
sidered normal discourse.
Things once considered
sacred are now seen as com-
monplace. Sex is no longer
an expression of love
between a man and a woman
— today it’s seen as recre-
ation, like a game of golf, to
be portrayed on stage and
screen without restraint.

In any civilization that
desires to survive, simple
decency and courtesy are
crucial elements. In a society
headed for the sewer, any-
thing goes. And when any-
thing goes — when the most
extreme forms of language
and behavior come to be
seen as normal — civilization
is transformed into bar-

barism.

That’s what’s at stake in
the culture wars. A society
bereft of standards that
demand civilized behavior
among its people is a society
where the individual is
deemed worthless as being
anything but a consumer for
the degraded wares of the
smut peddlers and a source
of income to pay for the
schemes of those who sell
Marxist snake oil such as
global warming as a means
of subjugating the populace.

And the more addicted to
slime that populace
becomes, the easier it is to
subjugate them.

—Mike Reagan, the eldest
son of the late President
Ronald Reagan, is heard on
more than 200 talk radio sta-
tions nationally as part of
the Radio America Network.
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There’s nothing we can do about history

The paradox of history is
that it is both pointless and
critically important at the
same time.

It’s pointless because
there is nothing we can do to
change it. Edward Fitzgerald
said it best in his translation
of the Persian poet Omar
Khayyam when he wrote:

“The moving finger
writes; and, having writ,

moves on: nor all thy
Piety nor Wit

shall lure it back to cancel
half a line,

nor all thy tears wash out a
word of it.”

As we all learn the hard
way, no word spoken can be
retracted, nor any action
undone. If either were possi-
ble, many a marriage could
be saved and perhaps a war
or two avoided.

Another reason some peo-
ple find history pointless and
irrelevant is that many of the
problems that consumed the

Texas Thoughts
By The Associated Press

A sample of editorial opinion around

Texas:
W July 9

Fort Worth Star-Telegram on teach-
ers pay and mobility in Texas:

Teachers make lower salaries on
average in schools with large numbers
of low-income students than in more
affluent schools, data from the Texas

Education Agency show.

Does that mean that poor children
are getting cheated? It’s not nearly that

simple.

The Education Trust, an' advocacy
group based in Washington, D.C.,
crunched the TEA’s numbers and found
pay gaps between teachers in schools
with high numbers of poor students and

e T T ~,a~§--u,-.~'~ -

passions and lives of people
in the past have been
resolved. The struggle with
the British for American
independence, the problem
of chattel slavery and the
threat of secession, the set-
tling of the
Western
Frontier and
SO  many
difficulties
of a techni-
cal or scien-
tific nature
no longer
concern us.

In fact, probably one of
the great psychological and
spiritual problems facing us
today is that so many people
see nothing else to do but
make money and spend it.
One reason for the scarcity
of real heroes is that most
Americans simply pursue
their own interests. Bill
Gates did not drop out of
Harvard to serve his country

Charley
Reese

Columnist

or to resolve some great
problem facing humanity.
He left to pursue commercial
success.

Now that he has achieved
that success, he’s taken up
philanthropy as a hobby.
M o st
Americans
approach it
that way —
“I’'m bored,
so [ think
I’'ll  volun-
teer” — and
there is a
smorgasbord  of

whole
organizations continuously
looking for volunteers and

money. Most of them,
though, are in the business of
amelioration, not of finding
solutions. So, in the luxury
of leisure, you may volun-
teer for an indefinite period
of time without raising a
sweat or your blood pres-
sure.

To look at the contrary,

history is important because
we arrive in life with a blank
screen. Despite whatever
genetic inclinations we may
have, we come out of the
womb not knowing who we
are, where we.are or even
what we are, and nothing at
all about the world into
which we were born.
Barring brain damage, it’s
impossible to remain in a
state of 100 percent igno-
rance, but many remain in
the 90th percentile.

Too soon old, too late
smart, says the old German
joke. That accurately depicts
the dilemma we face. There
is much we need, or at least
ought, to learn, and not
much time to learn it. To stay
ignorant is to stay an easy
mark for manipulation.
When somebody else con-
trols our lives though manip-
ulative techniques, we are
slaves who don’t know it.

See REESE, Page 5

enced teachers.

teachers in more
hoods. Differences also showed up in
comparisons between schools with
large minority populations and those
with more Anglo students.

Among Texas’ 10 largest districts,
the salaries varied most in Arlington,
the Education Trust reported. For
instance, teachers in Arlington junior
high schools with the highest concen-
tration of poor and minority students
make an average of $4,750 less than
those in schools with the fewest poor
and minority students.

The Star-Telegram reported on a
similar pattern in May: Tarrant County
schools with the fewest low-income
students tend to have the most experi-

affluent neighbor-

Fort Worth ranked seventh in the

Education Trust study, with gaps rang-
ing from $1,137 to $2,529. At some
levels, however, teachers in Dallas, El
Paso, Houston and San Antonio had
higher average salaries.in poor and
minority schools.

What factors contribute to the dis-
parities?

Teachers’ base salaries reflect years
of service and advanced degrees. As
teachers gain seniority, it’s easier for
them to move to schools that they con-
sider desirable.

Teachers decide where to apply
based on numerous factors:

They might want a school closer to
home or in a safer neighborhood.

Some schools could offer an added

See SAMPLE, Page 5
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Sample

Continued from Page 4
stlpend for a particular expert-

ise.

Sometimes there’s been a
personality clash with a princi-
pal or colleague.

Some teachers feel over-
whelmed by the pressure to
raise test scores of students
who barely keep up because
they’re often absent or unpre-
pared

Others hope for parents who
are more involved and support-
ive of their children.

Some want to be able to just
teach, not be primarily discipli-
narians or social workers.

What do the gaps mean for
kids?

Years in the classroom alone
don’t make a good teacher. But

with many teachers leaving the
profession within just a few
years, those who stay on usual-
ly have valuable skills devel-
oped through lots of classroom
time. Schools with students
who have the greatest educa-
tional challenges need a signif-
icant pool of experienced
teachers who have learned
how to clear those hurdles.
Younger teachers can bring
energy, enthusiasm and new
ideas to the job, but they also
benefit from mentoring by
effective veterans.

The neediest schools can’t
serve their students properly
without a good balance of
experienced and newer teach-
ers. Large pay gaps suggest
that some schools are attracting
more than their share of veter-
ans, while others aren’t getting
enough.

What can and should school

districts do?

Officials have to consider
whether the migration of
teachers contributes to poor
and minority students making
less educational progress.

Schools with high turnover
among quality teachers have to
correct conditions that drive
them away.

Districts can make sure that
strong principals are in place
who create an atmosphere con-
ducive to teaching, learning
and good discipline.

They can use stipends to
make assignment to at-risk
schools more attractive.

They can ensure that strug-
gling schools hire skilled
teachers rather than just filling
vacangies.

They can pay bonuses for
demonstrated progress, not just
high test scores.

Communities can work with

schools to make neighbor-
hoods safer, to help build par-
ent support and to assist with
volunteers and other classroom
resources that more affluent
neighborhoods often provide
but poorer areas lack.

Equalizing pay and experi-
ence levels won’t magically
close achievement gaps. But
reducing the disparities in
thoughtful and creative ways
can help improve students’ per-
formance.

“We will never be able to
give our low-income and
minority students their fair shot
at success until we give them
their fair share of strong teach-
ers,” Education Trust President
Kati Haycock said in a news
release at www.edtrust. org.

All children deserve a fair
shot — and the lasting benefits
of really good teachers.

Reese

ever. The show’s been on

Continued from Page 4

We can look at history as the longest-running movie

for ages by the time we get

there, and we will have to leave before it’s over. History
can at least bring us up to date as to who the characters
are and what’s been going on before we got there. That
way, we can begin to see ourselves in context.

Context is. critical for human life. The tragedy of
Alzheimer’s disease is that it destroys victims’ context.

They find themselves trapped

ent. Like a baby, they don’t know who they are or who the
people around them are. They don’t know what they’ve
done. They don’t know where they are. They choke on an

acrid fog of uncertainty.

While there is not currently a cure for physical
Alzheimer’s, there is a cure for ignorant Alzheimer’s. It’s
called history. Every American owes it to himself to take
a big dose. There’s not much point in celebrating the
Fourth of July if you have only a vague notion of what it’s

about or even when the event
pened.

—Write to Charley Reese at P.O. Box 2446, Orlando,

FL 32802.

in an ever-vanishing pres-

we celebrate actually hap-

Events calendar

* The Red Hat Dollies
Society of Pampa will
meet at 11 a.m. Thursday
at Pampa Senior Citizens
Center. New members are
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 669-9916,
669-9297 or 669-3580.

* The next Third
Thursday at Amarillo
Museum of Art will occur
between 6-9 p.m.
Thursday. This month's
event will include music
with Marc Darby, coffee
tasting, a film, and art
activities for adults and
children. For more infor-
mation, call (806) 371-
5050.

* The “Milk Mustache
Mobile” will stop in
Amarillo Friday.
Wonderland Park will host
the mobile from 1-4 p.m.
and Fiesta Foods from 5-
7 p.m.

e Pampa Cancer
Support Group will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday on
the second floor of Pampa
Regional Medical Center.

* The Old Mobeetie
Texas Association will
stage its annual “Old
Mobeetie Music Festival”
July 27-29 on the grounds
of the Old Mobeetie Jail
Museum in Mobeetie.

Admission will be $10
Friday, $12 Sunday or $18
for a weekend pass.
Admission Sunday is free,
and children 12 and under
are free all three days.
Featured performers will
include Star Canyon, the
Batten Family, From the
Heartland, Wichita
Mountain Bluegrass, Blue
Persuasion and more. For
more details or more
information, log onto
www.mobeetie.com ' on
the Internet; e-mail
omjm@pan-tex.net; or
call (806) 845-2028.

* The postmark dead-
line for Hi-Plains
Poetry’'s “Adult Poem in
Your Pocket Poetry
Contest” is July 31. The
deadline for the free stu-
dent contest is Sept. 15.
Adult members pay $3
per entry. The fee for non-
members is $5. Rules and
membership applications
can be found at
www.poetmariannelo-
gan.com on the Internet.

* Texas Panhandle
Mental Health Mental
Retardation will offer
“Dating Smart” from 2-4
p.m. Aug. 1, 3, 8 and 10
for girls 15-16 years of
age. Cost of each class is

free. “Dating Smart” will
be presented at the
agency’s Children’'s and
STAR facility, 1500 S.
Taylor, in Amarillo.For
more information or to
register for the classes,
call (806) 359-2005 in
Amarillo or (806) 363-
7695 in Hereford.

* Borger will be the
site of the second round

of Texas Historical
Commission Preserve
America workshops

scheduled from 8 a.m.-

5:30 p.m. Aug. 10 at
Hutchinson County
Museum.

e The 19th Annual
Harmon County

Blackeyed Pea Festival
will be Aug. 11 at Hollis,
Okla. The event will kick-
off at 9 a.m. with a
parade. The festival will
also include food, free
watermelon, Harmon
County Opry, arts & crafts
booths, a quilt drawing,
Hollis Ranch Rodeo, a
tractor pull and show,
bingo, train rides, buggy
rides, silent auction, chil-
dren’s games and more.

e The 82nd Airborne
Division Association,
Inc., upcoming schedule
of activities include the

following events: " 61st
National Convention, Aug.
13-19, Harrisburg, Pa.;
National Airborne Day,
Aug. 16; and 45th All Ohio

Day'’s, Oct. 19-20,
Clearwater, Ohio. For
more information and

membership details, call
(937) 898-5977.

» Veterans of Foreign
Wars and Auxiliary Post
1475 in Amarillo will stage
a craft show from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Aug. 18 at the post
home, 1401 W. 8th. An all-
you-can-eat breakfast will
be served from 8-10 a.m.
Hamburgers and hot dogs
will be served from 12-4
p.m. Cost of either meal is
$5. To find out more or to
rent a 8x10 booth space,
call (806) 679-7520.

* The 61st annual Top
O’ Texas Rodeo and Kid
Pony Show is scheduled
at the Top O’ Texas Rodeo
grounds in Pampa Aug.
23-25 and Aug. 19-21,
respectively. In case of
inclement weather, Aug.
22 will serve as a make-
up day for any perform-
ances of the Kid Pony
Show that did not go as
scheduled. A rodeo
parade is planned at 10
a.m. Aug. 25.

Comedian hospitalized for exhaustion

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Dave Chappelle was hospi-
talized over the weekend for
exhaustion, his publicist said
Tuesday.

The 33-year-old comedian
checked into an emergency
room on Saturday and was
released a few hours later,
publicist Carla Sims said.

“It was exhaustion; he had
been traveling,” she said.
“He’s fine.”

Sims declined to say
which hospital Chappelle
visited or release other
details.

Chappelle walked away
from a $50 million deal to
continue his Comedy
Central show in May 2005
and briefly took a respite in
South Africa. He has said
reports that he checked into
a mental health center in that
country are false.

He has since returned to
the standup circuit. In April,
he broke the endurance
record at the Laugh Factory
comedy club in Los Angeles
by delivering a more than
six-hour-long standup rou-
tine.

formerly Freemans Flowers
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The WoodWick candle features a natural
wood wick & combines the soothing sound
of a crackling fire with exceptional fragrance.
410 E Foster Ave * 669-3334

www.pampaflowers.com
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Edward Jones can help.

Tom Reynolds, AAMS
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Ben Watson, AAMS
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and work with you face-to-
can help you keep your retirement on track.

KEEP YOUR RETIREMENT
ON SOLID GROUND

EVEN IF THINGS AT WORK ARE UP IN THE AIR

Few things are as stressful as worrying about work.
Because it’s easy to feel like things are out of control, it’s
essential to consider any financial decision carefully. This
is especially true when it comes to your retirement savings.

e’ll start by getting to know

your goals. Then we’ll sort through your current situation

face to develop a strategy that

To make sense of your retirement savings alternatives,
call your Edward Jones financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Pictures Of All The Animals Can Be Viewed In The Window Of The Shelter Office 24 Hours A Day
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FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THESE PETS OR ANY OTHER
THE ANIMAL SHELTER AT 669-5775 OR COME BY THE SHELTER AT HOBART STREET PARK

MANY COLORS
MANY BREEDS
FULL OF LOVE

We Have Lots Of Small
| Dogs To Choose From!
These Little Guys & Gals
Will Make Wonderful
Companions ...
Visit Us Today!
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12 NOON - 6 PM

SATURDAY - SUNDAY
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DEAR ABBY: Here's one for the books on
parental stupidity. When my daughter,
"Marissa," began to reach her teen years,
her father -- in an attempt to be funny --
advised her that she could keep from
becoming pregnant by putting an aspirin
between her knees and keeping it there. My
stupidity was assuming that sex education
and pregnancy prevention were taught in
her school. I never broached the subject
with her. Marissa became pregnant at 15.
The young man she was seeing told her she
couldn't get pregnant in a swimming pool
because the chlorine would kill the sperm.
Have you heard that before? Needless to
say, the inevitable result was a baby. I love
my grandson dearly. God did not make a
mistake even though we adults were all
dummies in the advice department. Please
tell parents, children and adults to educate
themselves and learn all the facts and fic-
tions about teen pregnancy and prevention.
-~ STUPID MOM WITH NO EXCUSE
IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR MOM: Your letter underscores the
importance of parents taking the initiative
and discussing sex and values with their
children before hormones kick in and peers
fill their heads with misinformation about
birth control. Some popular misconcep-
tions include the idea that jumping up and
down after sex prevents pregnancy, that
douching with Coca-Cola is an effective
contraceptive, that you can't get pregnant
during your menstrual cycle, that "with-
drawal" prevents pregnancy, and that you

won't get pregnant if it's your first time or
if your breasts aren't developed. It is vital-
ly important that parents talk to their chil

Crossword Puzzle
CROSSWORD

By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS 39 Subway
1 Diner side  patron

dish 40 “Lights

5 Counter- out” tune
part to 41 Corrals
“pére”

9 Charles's DOWN MIA[R

M
prince- 1 Honey E|R| | E
dom bunch WIE|P R L

Yesterday's answer
16 Self-con- 27 Rub
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Dear Abby...

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

dren about sex because many schools offer
only abstinence-based sex education --
which has not slowed the spread of STDs.
According to the April 2005 issue of
Journal of Adolescent Health, teens who
pledge to remain virgins until marriage are
more likely to take chances with other
kinds of sex that increase the risk of STDs.
For parents who have difficulty discussing
sex and values, | offer my booklet, "What
Every Teen Should Know," that explains
not only sex and contraception, but also the
important topics of sexually transmitted
diseases and date rape. My booklet has
been distributed in doctors' offices and
used to promote discussion by educators
and religious leaders. It can be ordered by
sending a business-size, self-addressed
envelope, plus check or money order for $6
(U.S. funds) to Dear Abby, Teen Booklet,
P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-
0447. Shipping and handling are included
in the price.

DEAR ABBY: | was married last June. |
wrote my thank-you notes for our wedding
gifts a week after returning from our hon-
eymoon. | thought they had been mailed. It
is now 11 months later, and I found the
cards in the trunk of my husband's car.
What do 1 do? -- CATHI IN STOCK-
TON, CALIF.

DEAR CATHI:
now. A late thank-you is far better than

You should mail them

none at all.

Marmaduke
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ANNIVERSARY COMING
UP IN A FEN WEEKS, WE
THOUGHT IT wOULD BE
FUN TO TAKE A LOOK
AT OTHER MEMORABLE
HAPPENINGS BACK IN /982

B.C..

“Now | know why Dottie told us to memorize
the password”

“The Family Circus

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane
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game through their first

‘Sports Day

striking out three.

out none.

Football

Club Meeting

Booster

Monday, July 23 at 7 p.m.

Ready Room 2 the High
School Athletic Building

The booster club will continue to meet
every Monday night through the football
season. The booster club is a vital part of the
football family. There are many ways to be
a part, and something for everyone to do.
Please come and help support out boys.

Anthony Allen took the loss after
he pitched one inning, giving up
four runs on three hits. He hit one
batter and recorded no strikouts.

Braden Hunt pitched the final
three innings, giving up no runs on
one hit, walking one and striking

Pampa’s defense, which has
been mostly steady throughe both
tournaments, had a couple of costly

errors during the fifth inning.
Pampa scored both of their runs
in the bottom of the second.
With one out, Sam Newman
walked and Lane Douglas singled.
Both runners moved up a base
on a wild pitch putting runners at

2nd and 3rd.
With two

Pampa would

Robinson singled to right field to
score Newman and Douglas.

outs, Jonathan

threaten again in

the bottom of the fourth, on singles
by Reid Bradley, Corbin Clifton

unable to score any runs.

Allen would get a one-out infield
single, but again Pampa was unable
to put a rally together.

Also getting a hit for Pampa was
Alex Clendening who had a single
in the third inning.

All-Stars lose to Abernathy, still alive to face Plainview tonight

After averaging 14 runs per
five
games, the 15-year-old Pampa All-
Stars were feeling confident going
into their winner’s bracket game
against Abernathy on Tuesday;
however, the bats turned cold and
Pampa could only manage two runs
and lost by a final score of 5-2.
Lane Douglas pitched four
strong innings, giving wp only one
run on three hits, walking two and

With the loss, Pampa will be
forced to play Plainview at 7 p.m.

and Anthony Allen, but the rally tonight.
would fall flat and Pampa was The winner of that game will
face Abernathy in the
In the bottom of the seventh, Championship on Thursday.
The loser of the

Pampa/Plainview game will be
eliminated from the tournament.

Rasmussen leads race back onto flat
roads at midpoint of Tour de France

TALLARD, France (AP)
— Michael Rasmussen wore
the race leader’s yellow jer-
sey as he led the pack out of
the mountains and back on
the flat roads for today’s
10th stage of the Tour de
France — the midpoint of
the race.

Stage 10 is a 142.6 mile
flat route from Tallard to
Marseille that favors speedy
riders such as Tom Boonen,
who holds the green jersey
as best sprinter.

Rasmussen leads a pair of
Spaniards, with Alejandro
Valverde 2 minutes, 35 sec-

onds behind, and Iban Mayo
2:39 back.

Another flat stage follows
on Thursday, followed by a
medium mountain stage
Friday and the race’s first
time trial on Saturday, before
the Tour starts climbing
again with the Pyrenees even
tougher than the Alps.

Meanwhile, Alexandre
Vinokourov’s chances of
winning the Tour are as thin
as the stitches in his battered
knees.

After repeatedly refusing
to talk down his hopes since
crashing last week,

Chinese sports association criticizes Yao Ming

SHANGHALI, China
(AP) — China’s official
sports association has
issued an unprecedented
public criticism of Yao
Ming for reporting late to
national team training.

The Houston Rockets’
star was faulted for taking
too much time off to recov-
er from his last NBA sea-
son. The government’s All-
China Sports Federation
also said he spent too much
time planning his wedding
and making appearances
for the Special Olympics
and 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games.

“No matter how lofty
public welfare activities
are, they can’t be allowed
to take first place in a play-
er’s life,” the China Sports
Daily, a federation-owned
newspaper, said in an arti-

cle appearing Tuesday.

“No matter how sweet
personal life is, it can’t be
compared to the exultation
of capturing glory for one’s
nation,” the article said.

Chinese Web sites later
said Yao reported for
national teaming training
on Wednesday.

The article quoted Li
Yuanwei, the national bas-
ketball center director, as
saying the team’s Olympic
preparations were built
around their major star. Li
said he hoped Yao would
join the team later this
month in the Stankovic
Cup.

“Without Yao Ming, a
warmup competition is far
less valuable,” the article
said.

Throughout his three
seasons in the NBA, Yao

has largely escaped criti-
cism from China’s official
media and the government
by honoring his national
team commitments.

Yet Tuesday’s article car-
ried echoes the bitter accu-
sations hurled at former
Dallas Mavericks player
Wang Zhizhi, the first
Chinese player in the NBA
who refused to return to
play with the national team.
Wang was labeled an
immature ingrate and suf-
fered an five-year estrange-
ment from Chinese basket-
ball that ended only last
year after he made a humil-
iating apology.

China will face an All-
Star team from the NBA
Development League in the
Stankovic Cup at home,
where the host team will
include recent draft pick Yi

\
|
|
|
|

Jianlian. ‘

The Milwaukee Bucks
picked Yi with the No. 6 |
pick in the NBA draft, but ~
he hasn’t committed to |
playing for them because |
his agent hoped he would |
be drafted by a team in a
market with a larger
Chinese population.

Chinese fans and the for-
mer national coach have
urged Yi to sign with the |
Bucks, but the owner of his |
former team in China, the
Guangdong Tigers, recently
suggested that the 7-foot |
power forward’s NBA |
career could be over before
it even begins.

“If the Bucks insist, Yi
will go back” to the
Chinese league, Chen
Haitao was quoted as say-
ing in Tuesday’s Chinese-
language Beijing News.

Rangers continue to dig for wins against A’s

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP)
— Michael Young had five
hits and drove in three runs,
and the Rangers sent the A’s
to their ninth straight loss,
11-4 Tuesday night.

Young went 5-for-5 with
two doubles and a walk in
the fourth five-hit game of
his career, but the All-Star
shortstop was just part of a
15-hit attack in the Rangers’
third straight road victory.

“The fact that it came in a
win where everybody con-
tributed is the most impor-
tant thing,” said Young, who
wouldn’t even crack a smile

after a big game in Texas’
impressive victory.

Kenny Lofton had a lead-
off triple and three hits for
the last-place Rangers, who
have won nine of their last
14 to move within 2 1/2
games of  third-place
Oakland. Possibly getting
out of the AL West cellar
doesn’t excite the Rangers as
much as a simple, sustained
run of solid play by the long-
time also-rans.

“We did a lot of every-
thing,” said Mark Teixeira,
who drew four walks but left
the game after getting hit

with a pitch in the eighth.
“They helped us out, too.
They walked too many guys
and didn’t make some plays,
but we capitalized.”

Ramon Vazquez tripled
down the right-field line in
the sixth to drive home the
go-ahead run, and Texas
added five more while bat-
ting around in the seventh.
Many of the fans left in the
Coliseum afterward booed
the home team.

“The hits kept coming,
and we ran the basepaths
extremely well,” Texas man-
ager Ron Washington said.

“We were yery aggressive,
putting the ball in play and
executing the