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Today marks first anniversary of wildfires

By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer

Today marks the one-year
anniversary of wildfires that burned
nearly one million acres in the Texas
Panhandle and killed 12 people.

It is a day that most in this area
will not soon forget because of the
tragedies and also the heroism of
those who fought the fires to save
lives, homes and livestock.

March 12, 2006, started out like
most days in the Panhandle - hot, dry
and windy. The first fire started near
Borger, with others following near
Pampa and McLean. It was estimat-
ed that at least 22 fire departments,
full-time and volunteer, fought the

fires and put out hotspots that
spawned throughout the week.

A seven car pile-up on Interstate
40 near Groom was caused by heavy
smoke blowing across the highway
and four people died in that accidefit.
Three people died near Borger when
they were overcome by smoke and
flames.

Four oilfield workers died on their
way to work when they veered off
the road due to smoke. When they
attempted to escape on foot they
were trapped by the flames and were
found just feet away from their vehi-
cle.

The last death occurred on April 9,
when a volunteer firefighter died. He

was injured when his firetruck rolled
over while fighting the flames near
Alanreed.

Numerous homes and outbuild-
ings were destroyed, but many more
were saved by the efforts of the fire-
fighters who worked for days to put
out the flames and hotspots.

Farmers and ranchers were hit on
two different levels. They lost thou-
sands of horses and cattle as well as
hundreds of miles of fence and feed
for their animals. After the fires were
put out, numerous communities
pitched in to help by sending hay to
this area.

People were evacuated from
Lefors, McLean, Skellytown and the

Walnut Creek area just north of
Pampa. The Lake McClellan recre-
ation area was shut down and
remains closed one year later due to
damages sustained by the fire.

Workers from the Texas
Department of Transportation were
called out to operate heavy equip-
ment to help fight the fires. The
Texas Forest Service sent personnel
and air tankers with retardant to this
area. Some credit that fire retardant
as one of the main causes that
Skellytown was saved.

The Red Cross set up facilities at
First Baptist Church to house evac-

See FIRES, Page 3
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By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer

The Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality is going to collect agricultural waste
and pesticides in Pampa free of charge on
March 26.

Some items that will be accepted are
banned or unwanted pesticides, used motor
oil, oil filters, lead-acid batteries, agricultur-
al wastes and properly rinsed plastic pesti-
cide containers.

Agricultural wastes and supplies that will
be collected include tractor waste products
such as brake and transmission fluids, insec-
ticides, harvest chemicals, pesticides used on
livestock, weed killers and rat poison.

Any agricultural chemicals containing
Silvex, more than five gallons of pen-
tachlorophenol and non-hazardous fertilizers
or nutrient materials will not be accepted at
the collection site.

Tires, explosives, compressed gas cylin-
ders and waste from chemical dealers are
other items that cannot be dropped off.

Pampa News Photo by KERRI SMITH
Witt Masonry from Amarillo is the company setting the blocks and bricks on the new office building for
Quality Sales on North Hobart. T.J. Cobos is shown smoothing out the mortar between blocks.

Agricultural waste, pesticides
to be collected on March 25

Empty plastic pesticide containers must be
clean and high-pressure rinsed to be accept-
ed. For large quantities of these containers,
contact USAg Recycling at 1-800-654-3145
to arrange pickup at no cost.

There is a limit of two 55-gallon drums
per participant of oil filters. Businesses that
change oil for a fee are not allowed to dis-
pose of their oil filters.

These free collections, conducted rain or
shine, give agricultural producers who use
pesticides in Texas an opportunity to dispose
of unwanted products safely and properly.
These collections are co-sponsored by the
TCEQ’s Small Business and Environmental
Assistance Division, Texas Cooperative
Extension Service, Texas Department of
Agriculture and USAg Recycling.

The collection will take place from 8 a.m.
to 1 pm. on March 26 at the Texas
Cooperative Extension Gray County Show
Barn at 12125 E. Frederic.

See WASTE, Page 3

Fund set up
for victim
of beating

To help cover medical
expenses for Pampa resident
Cody Jones, candles are
being sold and a special
fund has been set up at
FirstBank Southwest for
donations.

On Feb. 23, Jones was
beaten up by multiple indi-
viduals while leaving the
Derrick Club on Alcock
Street.

Jones works at Pampa
Machine, but has no med-
ical insurance and he has not
been able to return to work
since getting out of the hos-
pital.

Jones, 23, suffered a bro-
ken nose and the bones
around his eyes were
severely crushed. Jones
underwent  surgery in
Amarillo to repair his face
with metal plates and he is
now oqut of the hospital. He
will have to return for more

See FUND, Page 3

Adult Business Study |
on agenda for city

By KERRI SMITH
Staff Writer

The Pampa City
Commission will meet in a
regular meeting at 4 p.m.
Tuesday to discuss and
possibly approve participa-
tion in the Adult Business
Study, which will study the
effects on property values
and crime rates in regard to
retail-only sexually orient-
ed businesses with no on-
premises entertainment.

Also on the agenda is an
amendment for police
department staffing limits
and consideration of an
agreement between the
PEDC and MXT, L.L.C.
for funds.

City Attorney Don Lane
received a letter from Scott
Houston, general counsel

for the Texas City
Attorneys  Association,
requesting that Pampa par-
ticipate in a study of the
harmful secondary effects
of sexually oriented busi-
nesses by contributing
funds. '

A decision in 2003 by
the Court of Appeals leaves
retail-only businesses with
no on-premises entertain-
ment immune from regula-
tions that cities and coun-
ties enact.

TCAA Board of
Directors is planning a
study by three nationally
recognized experts who are
prepared to  conduct
research, but the cost for
the study is approximately

See CITY, Page 3
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Patchy fog

between 5 and 10 mph.

48. North northwest wind
becoming calm.

high as 30 mph.

Mostly sunny

Tuesday: Patchy fog before 11am. Otherwise, partly
cloudy, with a high near 72. South southwest wind

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 48.
South southwest wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 77.
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph becoming northwest.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around

Thursday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 61. North
northwest wind between 10 and 20 mph, with gusts as

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 36.
East wind between 5 and 15 mph.
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Emergency Services
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SISSEL, Paul Trueman — 10:30 a.m. Central Assembly of God Church, Enid, Okla.

Ola Mitchell, 85

Ola Mitchell, 85, died
Friday, March 9, 2007, in
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Services are pending with
Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Mitchell was born
July 3, 1921, in Glenmore,

Louisiana. She married
Wayne Mitchell on
November 8, 1939, in
Wellington. He preceded

her in death in 2004. She
moved to Pampa in 1966.
She was a longtime member
of Central Baptist Church.

ENID, Okla. — A funeral
service for Paul Trueman
Sissel, 88, will be at 10:30
a.m. Tuesday, March 13,
2007, at Central Assembly of
God Church, with Pastor
Kevin Ward and Rev. Steve
Lance officiating. Burial
will be at 3:30 p.m. in

Fairfax Cemetery, with
arrangements by Anderson-
Burris Funeral Home.

Visitation with the family
will be from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Monday at the funeral home.

He was born to Franklin
Trueman and Dorothy Annie
(McMahan) Sissel on Sept.
29, 1918, in Magdalena,
N.M., and died Thursday,
March 8, 2007, at his home
in Enid.

He grew up in Fairfax,

She enjoyed knit-
ting, sewing and
especially enjoyed
cooking.
Survivoes
include one son,
Troy Mitchell &
wife Jewell of
Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma; one
daughter, Joyce
Fogle & husband
Rick of
Fredericksburg; one brother,
Gene Winegeart & wife Ann
of Pampa; two sisters, Opal

Mitchell

Cochran of
Pampa and
Evelyn Parker. of
Dalhart;  three
grandchildren;
nine great-grand-
children; three

step-grandchil-
dren; four step-
great-grandchil-
dren; and three
step-great-great-
grandchildren.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, three brothers
and one sister.

Paul T. Sissel, 88

and graduated from Fairfax
High School. On Oct. 1,
1939, he married Sarah W.
Rollins in
Fairfax. Paul
served in the
U.S. Army dur-
ing World War II.
He was the recip-
ient of the Silver
Star for bravery
on April 16,
1945. Paul and
Sarah moved to
Enid in 1971,
where he worked
for Champlin Oil Co. for 38
years, retiring on March 2,
1981. He was a member of
Central Assembly of God
Church, where he was Royal
Ranger Commander for 37

Sissel

School Superintendent, and
a Sunday School teacher. He
also served on the Board of
Deacons and as
Secretary of the
Men’s Fellowship.
He is survived by
his wife, Sarah of
the home; five chil-
dren, Dallas Paul
Sissel of Shawnee,
Kan., James
Franklin Sissel of
Victoria, Kan.,
Howard  Eugene
Sissel of Ponca City,
Raymond Dale Sissel of
Lefors, Texas, and Sharon
Scruggs of Drummond; two
brothers, Roy Sissel of
Maize, Kan. and Arthur
Sissel of Fritch, Texas; and
many grandchildren and

Memorials may be made
to the Central Baptist
Church, 513 E. Francis,
Pampa, Texas 79065 or
Highland Baptist Church,
1301 N. Banks, Pampa,
Texas 79065.

The family will receive
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the funeral home.

Sign the online register
at www.carmichael-what-
ley.com

great-grandchildren.

Paul was preceded in
death by his father Frank
Sissel in 1972, his mother,
Dorothy Sissel in 1986, a
daughter, Cheryl Renae
Sissel in 1952, and four
brothers, David, F.T., Alvin
and John Sissel.

Memorials may be made
through the funeral home to
Central Assembly of God

Church Royal Rangers
Program or Oklahoma
Medical Research
Foundation — Alzheimers
Division.

Condolences may be

made online at www.ander-
sonburris.com.

Pampa Police Department
reported the following inci-
dents for the 72-hour period
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Friday, March 9

Nine traffic stops were
made.

A traffic complaint was
received from the 1100
block of South Christy.

Vehicle accidents were
reported at the intersection
of West and Kingsmill
Streets, the 1300 block of
North Hobart and the 100
block of West 30th.

Animal control officers
made stops concerning ani-
mals in the 900 block of
Cinderella, the 2200 block of
North Wells, an unreported
location and the 1900 block
of North Faulkner.

Agency assistance was
rendered in the 2100 block
of North Russell, the 200
block of East Brown, the 400
block of North Perry, the 700
block of Denver and in
Wheeler.

Warrant  service was
attempted on three occa-
sions, resulting in at least
one arrest.

Stock54

The following grain quotations are
provided by Atiebury Grain of White
Deer.

Wheat 442
Milo 6.62
Com 7.46
Soybeans 6.30

The following 9:30 am. N.Y.
Stock Market quotations are fur-
nished by Edward Jones & Co. of
Pampa
(0).4 ¢ 4586 -047
BP PLC ADR . .60.65 -0.54
Cabot Corp 46.15 +0.90

Celanese 30.14 005
Cabot Oil Gas . . 67.25 -0.79
Coca Cola 4762 +0.05
VLO 59.77 -046
HAL 3193 009
TRI 4897 -0.02

An attempt to serve
papers was made in the 1200
block of East Kingsmill.

A civil matter was report-
ed in the 1000 block of
Varnon Drive.

A welfare check was
made in the 100 block of
East Craven.

Suspicious person calls
were received from the 700
block of Lefors and the 600
block of East 17th.

A prowler was reported in
the 400 block of Graham.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 700 block of
North Nelson.

Disorderly conduct/fight-
ing was reported in the 100
block of East Randy Matson.
The fight was between two
juvenile  students. No
injuries were reported in
connection with the incident.

Criminal mischief was
reported in the 700 block of
North Wells and the 2700
block of Rosewood, where at
least one arrest was made in
connection with the incident.

Evading arrest was report-
ed in the 1000 block of
Vamon Drive.

KMI.. 105.69 -0.07
XCEL ‘ 2333 -0.10
Anadarko 4004 -062
XOM 70.76 -0.36
Nat’l Oilwell 7152 -1.08
Limited . 2633 +0.25
Williams 27.15 0.28
MCD 4431 +0.16
Atmos 31.17 -0.01
Pioneer Nat 38.01 -0.20
cp 81.77 +146
Ccop 67.15 -0.65
SLB .. 6434 -0.76
Tenneco . . .24.65 +0.18
CVx ... 68.18 -0.29
Wal-Mart . .4738 004
OKE. 4322 +0.15
New York Gold 652.00
Silver —— b X

West Texas Crude...........60.05

CITY BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not responsible
for the content of paid advertisement

MONDAYS AT Pak-A-
Burger: Jr. Burger & Fries
$1.99. 669-2865.

LOST PRESCRIPTION
glasses with magnetic sun-
glass attachment. If found
call 662-5837 or 669-2525.

MEMORY GARDENS will
be picking up all seasonal
decorations beginning March
12th.

JULIE’S HALLMARK
Needs Sales Associate. Aver-
age 1 morning, 2 afternoons a
week. Apply in Person: 125
W. Kingsmill in Pampa.

PAINTING  CLASSES,
taught by Theresa Maness.
Call for information, 669-1669

PAMPA PORTRAITS
Photo Contest in the Pride
Edivon of the Pampa News:
Deadline Mar. 15th, S5pm.

—

Public intoxication was
reported at the intersection
of Gwendolyn and Hobart
streets. An arrest was made
in connection with the inci-
dent.

A narcotics violation was
reported in the 600 block of
North Wells.

Assault was reported in
the police department lobby.

Saturday, March 10

Six traffic stops were
made.

Traffic complaints were
received from the 2100
block of North Wells, the
1600 block of East Highway
60 and the 1900 block of
North Wells.

A vehicle accident was
reported in the 2800 block of
Charles.

Animal control officers
made stops concerning ani-
mals in the 1200 block of
East Foster, the 800 block of
East Brunow, the 800 block
of East Albert, the 2800
block of Charles, the 200
block of Tignor, the 1600
block of East Highway 60
and on two occasions from
an unreported location.

Agency assistance was
rendered in the 300 block of
North Christy, the 1100
block of West Coronado
Drive, the 300 block of
North Ballard, the 200 block
of East Foster and the inter-
section of Campbell and
Talley streets.

Welfare checks were
made in the 400 block of
Tignor and the 100 block of
North Hobart.

A runaway was reported
in the police department
lobby. The incident occurred
in the 2400 block of
Comanche. The missing per-
son returned while the police
report was being written.

Violation of a city ordi-
nance was reported in the
2400 block of Comanche
and the 2800 block of
Charles.

Suspicious person calls
were received from the inter-
section of Campbell and
Reid streets, the 300 block of
east Brown and the 500
block of North Christy.

Suspicious vehicle calls
were received from the 900
block of West 23rd and the
400 block of South Cuyler.

Criminal mischief was
reported in the 1600 block of
North Christine.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1100 block of
Willow Road, the 1000
block of North Sumner, the

years, Assistant Sunday
1200 block of East
Kingsmill and the 1100

block of Sierra.

Harassment was reported
in the 200 block of North
Wells.

Domestic  disturbances
were reported in the 2600
block of Comanche Trail and
the 400 block of Graham,
where the incident was ver-
bal only and no injuries were
reported.

Assault was reported in
the 800 block of South
Sumner.

Possession of drug para-
phernalia and service of two
warrants were reported in the
2600 block of Comanche.
An arrest was made in con-
nection with the incident.

Three burglar alarms were
reported.

One open door was
checked.

Theft was reported at
Hasting’s Books, Music and
Video, 1205 N. Hobart.
Thirteen iPods were taken.
Estimated value of loss is
$2,420.

Burglary was reported in
the 800 block of West
Brown.

Burglary of a habitation
was reported in the 400
block of Graham. A door
frame was  damaged.
Estimated value of damage
is unknown.

Sunday, March 11

Nine traffic stops were
made.

A traffic complaint was
received from the 100 block
of North Sumner.

Motorist assistance was
rendered in the 500 block of
West Crawford.

A vehicle accident was
reported on Highway 70
South.

A vehicle pursuit was
reported in the 500 block of
Harlem.

Animal control officers
made stops concerning ani-
mals in the 1900 block of
North Faulkner and on two
occasions in the 600 block of
North Dwight.

Runaways were reported
in the 1200 block of East
Browning, the police depart-
ment lobby, and the 1000
block of South Nelson,
where the runaway later
arrived back home.

Agency assistance was
rendered in the 200 block of
North Russell and the inter-
section of Price Road and
Highway 152.

Civil matters were report-
ed in the 1100 block of East

Kingsmill, the 2600 block of
Comanche and the 1900
block of North Christy.

A silent/abusive 911 call
was received from the 1400
block of West Somerville.

Suspicious person calls
were received from the 500
block of Lowry, the 100
block of North Cuyler and
the 100 block of South
Starkweather.

Violation of a city ordi-
nance was reported in the
1800 block of Hamilton.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1000 block of
Huff Road and the 1600
block of West Somerville.

Criminal trespass was
reported in the police depart-
ment lobby.

Criminal mischief was
reported in the 1200 block of
McCullough, the 2400 block
of Comanche, the 900 block
of Love and the 800 block of
North Wells.

Domestic  disturbances
were reported in the 500
block of North Faulkner and
the 1400 block of West
Somerville, where an arrest
was made in connection with
the incident.

A domestic disturbance
was reported in the 1500
block of North Christy.
Damage to a door, clothes
hamper,-‘éntertainment cen-
ter, dresser, storage building
and wall were done in con-
nection with the incident.
Estimated cost of damage is
$255.

Assault was reported in
the 2500 block of Perryton
Parkway.

Assault and domestic vio-
lence were reported in the
1000 block of Farley. Minor
injuries which did not
require medical attention
were reported.

Fumishing alcohol to a
minor was reported in the
600 block of North Wynne.

Public intoxication was
reported in the 2600 block of
Cherokee. An arrest was
made in connection with the
incident.

Theft of services was
reported in the 1200 block of
East Foster. Electricity was
taken. Estimated value of
loss is unknown.

Theft was reported in the
1800 block of Lea. A cord of
firewood valued at $100 was
taken.

Theft was in the
100 block of South Dwight.
Prescription medication val-
ued at $100 was taken.

Burglary was reported in

the 2400 block of
Comanche. Glass on a door
was broken. Estimated value
of damage is unknown. It is
not known whether any
items were taken in connec-
tion with the incident.
Monday, March 12

A vehicle accident, driv-
ing while intoxicated and
warrant service were report-
ed in the 900 block of West
Wilks. Two arrests were
made in connection with the
incident.

Suspicious person calls
were received from the inter-
section of Alcock and Wells
streets and the 400 block of
East Foster.

Suspicious vehicle calls
were received from the 2500
block of Perryton Parkway
and the 500 block of North
Ward.

Disorderly conduct was
reported in the 1900 block of
Beech, the 500 block of
Powell and the 600 block of
North West.

Gray County Sheriff’s
Office reported the follow-
ing arrests today.

Saturday, March 10

Edwin Brian Thornton,
45, of Pampa was arrested
by GCSO for possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Charles Clifton

Butterfield, 35, of Pampa

was arrested in the 26
block of Fir by Pampa Polite
Department for public intox-
ication.

Carl Wayne Dunn Jr., 25,
of Tyler was arrested in the
2600 block of Cherokee by
PPD for two counts of disor-
derly conduct and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

Sunday, March 11

Adrian Omar Alva, 22, of
Amarillo was arrested by
GCSO for no liability insur-
ance and failure to appear.

Mario Lee Alva, 19, of
Perryton was arrested by
GCSO for disorderly con-
duct/offensive gesture, two
counts of disorderly con-
duct/language, no seat belt,
no valid driver’s license,
expired motor vehicle
inspection, failure to main-
tain financial responsibility,
four counts of failure to
appear and minor in posses-
sion. ,

Sergio Maurice Alva, 21,
of Pampa was arrested by
GCSO for public intoxica-
tion, no seat belt, disorderly
conduct/fighting, failure to

See RECORD, Page 3
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California wildfire nips at homes near L.A.

By ANA BEATRIZ CHOLO
Associated Press Writer

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Cool
morning temperatures helped firefight-
ers trying to corral a wind-swept wild-
fire that was burning behind hillside
houses southeast of Los Angeles and
had already damaged two.

Early today, firefighters had the 3-
square-mile, day-old blaze 30 percent
contained, but Orange County
Battalion Chief Ed Fleming said it
would likely take a second night of
cooler temperature and increased
humidity to get it fully contained.

A red flag alert, indicating high fire
danger, was in effect in much of
Southern California, where a prolonged
drought has made the chaparral-cov-
ered hills highly combustible.

At daybreak today, the temperature
was still in the upper 50s, compared to
Sunday’s highs near 100.

“The weather is cooperating at this
point,” Orange Fire Capt. Ian
MacDonald said. “We’re hoping that

continues throughout the day and we
can get this out as soon as possible.”

The National Weather Service fore-
cast temperatures in the 80s and 90s
again today.

“In Southern California, we're
always 24 hours away from having a
wind-driven, low humidity fire,”
MacDonald said.

The wildfire was reported Sunday
morning, and hot, dry wind quickly
spread it through an unincorporated
part of Orange County, threatening
multimillion-dollar homes here and in
Anaheim Hills, about 35 miles south-
east of Los Angeles.

Residents of about 500 homes were
evacuated but most were able to return
Sunday night. Two homes and another
structure were damaged, and a fourth
structure was destroyed, said Capt.
Steve Miller of the Orange County Fire
Authority.

Authorities said the blaze may have
been started by a vehicle fire. They
were investigating if the car was stolen

and set on fire to destroy evidence.

Temperatures hit record highs for
March 11 in many spots, including 97
in nearby Fullerton. The city’s previous
record high for the day was 84 degrees
in 1959. The wind gusted to 49 mph
and humidity hovered around 5 per-
cent.

Richard Steffy said he saw the fire
out his window when he awoke Sunday
morning. “Boom, billows of smoke,”
he said. “It looked so close.”

The dry weather comes two years
after the region was awash with a near-
record 37 inches of rain. Only about 2.4
inches of rain has fallen on downtown
Los Angeles since July 1. Normal
annual rainfall in Los Angeles is 11.43
inches.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s weather
models suggest that an emerging La
Nina pattern of cold water in the tropi-
cal Pacific will keep the area dry.

Political pardons: Relief and grief

By MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Richard
Nixon. Mark Felt. Caspar Weinberger.
Marc Rich.

Is President Bush willing to risk —
on behalf of ex-White House aide I.
Lewis “Scooter” Libby — the kind of
political grief that pardons for those
four men brought the presidents who
granted them?

Nixon resigned the presidency over
the Watergate scandal. Felt was the
FBI man convicted of ordering illegal
break-ins. Weinberger was the defense
secretary charged in the Iran-Contra
scandal. Rich was a fugitive financier.

All received presidential pardons
processed outside normal channels.

As in those cases, Bush would have
to bypass the regular clemency
process to pardon Libby for the four
felonies he was convicted of on
Tuesday.

Such pardons historically have got-
ten presidents into political trouble.

A number of conservative politi-
cians, bloggers and 'cOmmentators,
including National Review and Wall
Street Journal editorial writers, want
Libby pardoned — preferably now.
Top Democrats have demanded that
Bush pledge not to pardon Vice
President Dick Cheney’s former chief
of staff.

William Jeffress, one of Libby’s
lawyers, said, “I believed a pardon for
Scooter was appropriate last summer”
when it came out that a State

Department official, not Libby, was
the initial source for a newspaper col-
umn disclosing the classified CIA job
of Valerie Plame, wife of Iraq war crit-
ic Joseph Wilson.

Bush’s spokesman Tony Snow has
tried to dampen speculation. Snow
said Bush is “careful” about pardons
and takes the process very seriously.
“He wants to make sure that anybody
who receives one — that it’s warrant-
ed,” Snow said.

The Constitution grants the presi-
dent absolute power to grant pardons,
without approval by Congress or sec-
ond-guessing by the courts.

The only check on abuse is the risk
of “the damnation of his fame to all
future ages,” as James Iredell, one of
the original Supreme Court justices,
once put it. Some have run that risk.

—President Ford pardoned Nixon
for Watergate before Nixon had even
been charged. The resulting rage is
thought by many political observers to
have cost Ford his bid to be elected
president in 1976.

—President Reagah pardoned Felt
and another FBI executivé in 1981
while they were appealing convictions
for ordering secret and illegal search-
es of the homes of relatives and
friends of violent opponents of the
Vietnam War. The New York Times
called Reagan’s clemency “a gratu-
itous revision of the record.”
Prosecutor John W. Nields Jr., who
was not consulted, complained
Reagan surely did not know what the

trial brought out about Felt — who
years later was unmasked as the mys-
terious “Deep Throat” source that
helped expose Watergate.

—On Christmas eve in 1992, just
before he left office, the first President
Bush pardoned Weinberger and a CIA
official as they awaited trial on Iran-
Contra charges, as well as four other
administration officials who had
pleaded or been found guilty in the
scandal. Prosecutor Lawrence Walsh
complained “the Iran-Contra cover-up
... has now been completed,” thus
blocking him from fully examining
Bush’s own role.

—On his last day in office in 2001,
President Clinton pardoned 140 peo-
ple. One was Rich, who had lived
abroad for 17 years to avoid trial on
charges of evading $48 million in
taxes. Congress held hearings on the
Rich pardon. A federal investigation
looked into whether the pardon was a
reward for contributions by Rich’s ex-
wife to Clinton’s presidential library
and his wife’s Senate campaign; no
charges were brought.

None of thes¢ pardons went
through the vetting process set up at
the Justice Department by President
McKinley in 1898.

Department rules require that par-
don-seekers wait five years after con-
viction or release from prison,
whichever is later, before applying.
Bush has less than two years left in
office, but presidents are not bound by
department regulations.

Fires
Continued from Page 1
uees and gave sandwich-
es and drinks to those

weary volunteers fighting
the fires.

The firefighters and vol-
unteers are still heroes in
many people’s eyes

use they are the reason
their homes are still stand-
ing and more lives were not
lost during these wide

spread fires.

City

$100,000.

TCAA has contributed
$10,000 and is asking dif-
ferent Texas communities
to contribute as well. The
commission will consider a
recommendation to con-
tribute $540 to $2,500 to
the study.

A request has been sub-
mitted asking to increase
the number of appointed
police officers in the
Pampa Police Department
from 25 to 26 for the cur-
rent fiscal year, which ends
Sept. 30. This is based on

knowledge of an upcoming
resignation in May or June.

There would be no addi-
tional cost for this extra
officer since the police
department has remained
understaffed and under
budget since the beginning
of this current fiscal year.
The commission will con-
sider approving this
request.

The commission will
also consider approving an
agreement between the
PEDC and MXT, L.L.C.
for $75,000 to facilitate
final building restoration.

This commission meet-
ing will take place on the
third floor of City Hall.
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Record

Continued from Page 2

maintain financial
responsibility and driving
while license is invalid.

San Juanita Jennings, 55,
of Pampa was arrested in
the 900 block of West Wilks
by PPD for public intoxica-
tion, assault causing bodily
injury and allowing an unli-
censed driver to operate a
vehicle.

Jessie Richard Salley, 21,
of Pampa was arrested by
GCSO for driving while
license is invalid.

Kevin Ray Kirkham Jr.,
17, of Pampa was arrested
in the 1500 block of North
Christy by PPD for criminal
mischief.

Heather Elsass, 22, of
Pampa was arrested in the
1400 block of West
Somerville by PPD for theft
and no seat belt.

Francisco Hinojosa Silva,
31, of Pampa was arrested
in the 900 block of West
Wilks by PPD for driving
while intoxicated, no valid
driver’s license and no
insurance.

Pampa Police
Department reported the
following accidents today.

Thursday, March 8

3:35 pm. — A 1988
Chevrolet Silverado, driven
by Amanda Diana
Thompson, 29, of 935 S.
Sumner, and a 1998
Chevrolet Monte Carlo,
driven by Jamee Kaye
McCarty, 46, of 417 Red
Deer, collided at the inter-

section of Browning and
Lefors streets. Thompson
and a passenger in her vehi-
cle, Dorinda Sue Hayes, 49,
of 728 1/2 Mary Ellen, were
taken by Guardian EMS
Ambulance to Pampa
Regional Medical Center
with possible injuries.
Thompson was cited for
disregarding a stop sign and
having an expired driver’s
license.
Sunday, March 11

11:30 pm. — A 1997
Jeep Cherokee, driven by
Francisco Javier Silva, 31,
of 712 N. Gray, and a 2007
Chevrolet Silverado, driven
by Daniel Jad McGuire, 16,
of 2133 Lea, collided in the
900 block of West Wilks.
No injuries were reported.
Silva was cited for driving
while intoxicated and no
driver’s license.

Pampa Fire Department
reported the following calls
for the weekend period end-
ing at 7 a.m. today.

Saturday, March 10

5:56 p.m. — One unit and
three personnel responded
to the 2600 block of
Cherokee on a medical
assist.

Guardian EMS ambu-
lance reported the following
calls for the weekend period
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Saturday, March 10

7:04 am. — A mobile
ICU responded to the 600
block of Plains. No trans-
port.
5:32 pm. — A mobile
ICU responded to the 1000
block of Harvester. No
transport.

Fund

Continued from Page 1

surgery on his face in
about six months.

Gray County Sheriff’s
Office said they are investi-
gating the beating and
would like anyone who has
information about the inci-
dent to call them.

Candles are being sold
by Tiffeni Martinez, Jones’

sister, and Tonya Jewett for
$9, and $5 of each sale is
going toward medical
expenses. To purchase a
candle, contact Martinez at
662-4682 or Jewett at 664-
2879.

Donations can be made
to a special fund set up at
FirstBank Southwest. To
contribute, send checks to
FirstBank Southwest, c/o
Marcy Francis for Cody
Jones Fund, P.O. Box 1181,
Pampa, Texas 79066-1181.

Waste

Continued from Page 1

For more information,

contact County Extension
Agent Brandon McGinty at
669-8033 or visit TCEQ’s
Web Site at
www.tceq.state.tx.us/assis-
:IncelA'Wute/agwute.ht

Juvenile inmates missing

AUSTIN (AP) —
Officials were searching
today for two inmates dis-
covered missing from a West
Texas youth prison
overnight.

Two other inmates at the
Texas Youth Commission’s
Coke County Juvenile
Justice Center were found
hiding in the attic after staff
were told that a vent had fall-
en out of the ceiling, said
TYC spokesman Jim Hurley.
Another inmate said insul
tion had fallen on his face.

“The sheriff was notified
and brought dogs in,” Hurley
said. Investigators were
searching both inside and
outside the facility. No
breach had been found in the

fence, he said.

The 17- and-18-year-old

missing inmates, both
Hispanic males, were not
imprisoned for violent
crimes, Hurley said.

The facility in Bronte
drew attention last week
after a convicted sex offend-
er was fired from his post as
a correctional officer. David
Andrew Lewis, 23, said he
told his employer of his
background when he applied
for the job. He was hired in
August 2006 by a private
contractor.

State officials have said
the case demonstrated that
private prison operators
don’t always check employ-
ees’ juvenile records.

The all-male facility in
Bronte is about 30 miles
northeast of San Angelo.
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Viewpoints

This Bagdad called ‘a whirlpool of buisness, pleasure and sin’

Bagdad. An international river
city with little appreciation for the
rule of law, a place where life is
cheap.

Far from the Middle East, anoth-

er Bagdad lay on the south side of

the Rio Grande at the river’s
mouth, just across from a Texas
town called Clarksville. (Not to be
confused with the Clarksville in
Red River County.)

“It was a small village consisting
of a few thatched-roof and mud-
plastered jacales which served as
the homes of ranchmen, fishermen
and pilots for the few merchant
ships that came to the port,” Teresa
H. Clark Clearwater, daughter of
the founder of Bagdad’s sister city,
recalled years later.

Prior to the Mexican War, the
nearest port to Matamoras,
Mexico, was Brazos Santiago, a
small spit of sand just south of
Padre Island. But when the Rio
Grande became the undisputed
U.S.-Mexico boundary in 1848,

Mexico established a port on its
side of the river’s mouth.

The last outpost of what could
be called civilization on the 1,200
mile-long Rio Grande, Bagdad —
located 50 miles downstream from
Matamoras, Mexico, — slumbered
on what seemed like a never-end-
ing siesta until the outbreak of the
Civil War and the federal blockade
of Southern ports.

Cotton, the economic life blood
of Texas and the Confederacy, soon
made its way to Bagdad by river-
boat, ship or ox-drawn wagons.
From the Mexican port, it could be
shipped to Britain and other
European markets.

As Clearwater put it, with cotton
bringing a dollar a pound, Bagdad
“grew to be a village of more than
20,000 souls,” many of them
“refugees from the invaded
Southern cities.”

Though technically in Mexico,
Bagdad may as well have been in
Texas. It had more southerners liv-

ing in it than Mexicans. To add
more spice to the mix, the town
teemed with French sailors and sol-
diers (with the U.S. preoccupied,
the Emperor Maximillian had
occupied Mexico) as well as men
of other European nations.

Mike
Cox

Texas Tales

[solated and awash in money,
Bagdad with its bars and brothels
soon drew comparisons to the
Biblical cities of Sodom - and
Gomorrah and other famously sin-
ful venues.

“The cosmopolitan city of
Bagdad,” wrote Father P.F. Parisot
in his “Reminiscences of a Texas
Missionary,” amounted to “a veri-
table Babel, a Babylon, a whirlpool
of business, pleasure and sin.”

With stevedores and other work-
ing men bringing in $5 or more a
day, and owners of skiffs and other
vessels capable of hauling people
or freight from the riverside docks
to the ships lying at anchor fetch-
ing up to $40 a day, money flowed
through Bagdad with far greater
volume than the Rio Grande.

Indeed, as Father Parisot contin-
ued, “The saloon and hotel keepers
were reaping an abundant harvest.
The Gulf, for three or four miles
out, was literally a forest of masts.
Ten stages were running daily from
Matamoras to Bagdad.”

Melinda Rankin, a Presbyterian
missionary who had been operating
a school for girls in Matamoras,
arrived in Bagdad in March 1863.

“It was not unfrequently the case
that a hundred vessels were lying
off the bar,” Rankin later wrote in
her memoir, “Twenty Years Among
the Mexicans.” “Not only were
they discharging goods, but were
receiving large quantities of cotton

for foreign ports.”

An 1865 map of Bagdad shows
roughly 200 structures inside a
northward bend of the river.

But on Oct. 6, 1867, a powerful
hurricane took dead aim at Bagdad
and Clarksville. The storm literally
erased both towns, essentially leav-
ing nothing but scoured sand.

For years, one of the more com-
mon reminders of Bagdad and
Clarksville’s maritime heyday
came whenever a shrimp boat
trolling off the mouth of the Rio
Grande hauled in an old anchor in
its nets. Some of those anchors
ended up in museums and private
ownership, though many got sold
to scrap metal dealers.

Today, only local history buffs
even know where the twin cities
once stood. On the Texas side, the
location is distinguishable only by
a few scattered chunks of brick and
small pieces of broken glass catch-
ing light from the harsh sub-tropi-
cal sun.

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, March 12, the 71st day of 2007. There
are 294 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On March 12, 1933, President Roosevelt delivered the
first of his radio “fireside chats,” telling Americans what was
being done to deal with the nation’s economic crisis.

On this date:

In 1664, England’s King Charles II granted land in the
New World known as New Netherland to his brother James,
the Duke of York.

In 1857, the opera “Simon Boccanegra,” by Giuseppe
Verdi, premiered in Venice, Italy.

In 1864, Ulysses S.
— Grant became commander
in chief of the Union
armies in the Civil War.

In 1912,  Juliette
Gordon Low founded the
Girl Guides, which later
became the Girl Scouts of
America.

In 1930, Indian politi-
cal and spiritual leader
Mohandas K. Gandhi
began a 200-mile march
to protest a British tax on
salt.

In 1938, the Anschluss
took place as German troops entered Austria.

In 1947, President Truman established what became
known as the “Truman Doctrine” to help Greece and Turkey
resist Communism.

In 1951, “Dennis the Menace,” created by cartoonist Hank
Ketcham, made its syndicated debut in 16 newspapers.

‘If power corrupts,
being out of power
corrupts
absolutely.”

— Douglass Cater

American author and
educator (1923-1995)

People losing interest with Oscar night

In 1980, a Chicago jury found John Wayne Gacy Jr. guilty About 260
of the murders of 33 men and boys. (The next day, Gacy was
sentenced to death; after years on death row, he was execut-

ed in May 1994.)

In 1987, the musical play “Les Miserables” opened on

Broadway.

Americans decided that they
had better things to do than
to watch the recent Academy
Awards show. That’s a good
sign. It doesn’t matter if

Ten years ago: Authorities in Los Angeles arrested What they had better to do

Mikhail Markhasev as a suspect in the shooting death of Bill

actually wasn’t any better

Cosby’s son, Ennis. (Markhasev, who later admitted his than W?IChmE the _()scars
guilt, is serving a life sentence without possibility of parole.) ~show. It’s the lack of interest
Five years ago: Houston homemaker Andrea Yates was that counts.

convicted of murder in the drowning deaths of her five chil-

The Academy Awards is

dren in the family bathtub. (Yates was later retried and found ~actually a trade show, and it
not guilty by reason of insanity.) Homeland security chief used to be held in a night-
Tom Ridge announced that America was at yellow alert ashe ¢lub. Newspapers used to

unveiled a color-coded system for terror warnings. The U.N.
Security Council approved a U.S.-sponsored resolution

ignore it or bury it on an
inside ' page. After all, it

endorsing a Palestinian state for the first time. The space makes no difference whatso-
shuttle Columbia returned to Earth, ending the Hubble Space €ver in our lives who gets a

Telescope repair mission.

trade-show award. It makes
no difference what they
wear. Come to think of it, it
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makes no difference what
they say.

Another good sign is a
poll conducted by CNN that
asked the question “Are you
interested in the Anna Nicole
Smith story?” Much to the

million embarrassment of Larry

King, who had planned yet
another entire hour devoted
to the tramp’s death, 80 per-
cent of the poll respondents
said, “No.”

“I don’t believe it,” King
huffed and
went right
on with his
s how.
Television,
which is in
large part
owned by
entertain-
ment conglomerates, has
long blamed its own fascina-
tion with celebrity trivia on
the public. It’s the old “We
are only giving the stupid
public what they demand.”
The truth is that the public
has no say in the matter and,
I suspect, a great deal better
taste.

Could it be that this hys-
terical fascination with
celebrities is finally begin-

Charley
Reese

Columnist

ning to fade? Well, not if the
entertainment conglomer-
ates can help it, but I suspect
more and more Americans
are losing interest in the self-
destructive and  vulgar
behavior of talentless air-
heads - if
people ever
had any
interest in it
in the first
place.

America
naturally
has always
had silly people with vulgar
interests. When Stonewall
Jackson’s chaplain, R.L.
Dabney, observed that the
only likely outcome of uni-
versal education was to cre-
ate a mass market for trash
literature, he wasn’t far off
the mark.

It’s interesting to note that
the Federalist Papers, a col-
lection of articles arguing in
favor of ratification of the

U.S. Constitution, were writ-
ten for local newspapers at
the time. In other words, the
authors saw no difficulty in
the then-literate public
understanding them. Some
schools today defend the
practice of not requiring
high-school students to read
them on the grounds that
they are “too difficult.”

Having once helped my
wife grade the essays of a
group of college freshmen, |
don’t doubt that they are too
difficult for the modern
mind. These college fresh-
men had somehow survived
Head Start, kindergarten and
12 years of public education
without learning how to
spell, punctuate or write an
intelligible sentence. Thank
God I never had to meet any
of them, but I suspect their
conversation was equally
illiterate.

Many Americans seem to

See REESE, Page 8
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Many Texans gripe about their prop-
erty taxes and complain, sometimes
justifiably, that the appraised values put
on their houses and businesses are too
high. Not surprisingly, they rarely com-
plain if the values are set too low.

The Texas Legislature has balked for
years at making a basic change in state
law that would help ensure more accu-
rate appraisals for both commercial and
residential properties: mandatory dis-
closure of sales prices.

The Legislature, in this session, has
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another chance to get it right.
Lawmakers should approve legislation
that would require sales prices to be
disclosed to county appraisal districts
shortly after a property is sold.

It’s a simple matter of fairness. It’s
only fair that every property be
appraised at the most accurate value
that can feasibly be determin.d, so that
taxpayers are treated equitably.

But appraisal authorities, including
Tarrant Appraisal District Executive
Director John Marshall, say they often
find it especially difficult to appraise
many commercial properties and high-
dollar homes because the sales prices
aren’t available.

“We especially need sales disclosure
in the commercial area to do a better
job,” Marshall told the Star-Telegram

X

for an article published in Tuesday’s
business section.

“Commercial sales are well-guarded
secrets,” Marshall said. “It really gets
down to people don’t want their values
correct” on the appraisal district rolls.

High-priced houses often are
removed from the Multiple Listing
Service database prior to the closing,
Marshall said. That prevents the
appraisal district from learning what
was paid. The end result often is that
the home is underappraised and the
owner pays considerably less property
tax than merited. Y

Clay Brants, president of Brants
Realtors in Fort Worth, estimated that
fewer than 50 percent of the homes

See TAX, Page 8
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For Better Or For Worse

L, CAN | USE THE BATH- ! N Hirs  [OH.. PLL DEAL WITH THE
Dea I Abb ” O RIS oiosupeesire ok | ANGHLITS, (S PE SRS,
\ 2 :
By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips N 7
§ ‘ )
l \ £
DEAR ABBY: | am 22 years old and have cy, so they performed surgery on her only : ; y
. been married 17 months. "Derek" and I to find that the baby was fine and right o bey
4 have a 23-month-old son. Derek hasn't where it should be. I feel so bitter that I am ®
worked for about a year and refuses to help normal and healthy, and my baby died
(} support our family. He also belittles me because of random bad luck, whereas her
v whenever he talks to me. | am not happy in . baby is fine after all the trauma she has
4 this marriage, but I am not sure what to do  been through. I have become increasingly
about it. On our honeymoon, Derek told angry and unhappy and can no longer see
(; me if I ever divorced him that he'd make the positive aspects of my life because I i
y sure he would get custody of our son. And spend so much time focusing on the bad. I ]
at his mom already said that she would tell want to be happy for her and my brother i
g the judge that I was an unfit mother. My because, surely, this is a miracle baby -- but l
g son is my world, Abby. He doesn't even let I just can't. I think I need a dose of good !
e his daddy hold him, so I know he wouldn't common sense and a swift kick in the rear }
d be better off with Derek. But because I am  to get me out of this depression. Would you
- on disability, I don't know if I have a good do the honors? - ANONYMOUS IN THE
= chance of getting custody if I leave. I don't NORTH
e feel Derek loves me or my son. What (&w
3’1 should I do? Stick it out with my husband DEAR ANONYMOUS: You're half-right. 0
. or take the chance of losing my son? - You need a good dose of good common o o Bléveil
i- TRAPPED IN NEW HAMPSHIRE sense. You do NOT need a swift kick in the A . BETTER
rear, because the feelings you are experi- Si
DEAR TRAPPED: It must have been encing are understandable in someone who . ;
some honeymoon if that was when Derek has lost a baby -- with all the hopes, f%
A R , §
began threatening retribution if you ever dreams and plans that went along with con- ; F _ﬁ—
divorced him. It appears you married a firmation of the pregnancy. It would be o
bully. The answer to your questions will helpful for you to discuss your feelings Beetle Bailey
become clearer if you discuss this matter with your ob/gyn because I am sure he or
ith 4 I .. PRSI ! : A JUST THINK ABOUT IT, BEETLE, § OKAY, YOU CAN :] ]
with a lawyer who, I am sure, can explain she will explain to you that a larger number IF YOU WORK HARD AND STUDY STOP THINKING
/
what your rights are as a mother. If, after of pregnancies than you might imagine do SOMEDAY YOU CT(_DULD BsAI : § ABOUT IT 1M
that, you can find the strength to assert not make it to term. You have my deepest SERGET JUSTLIKE ME. ;
yourself, perhaps Derek will consider an sympathy for your loss. Because you so g
attitude adjustment and stop blowing hot badly want a child, I hope you will contin- o
air. P.S. If your baby is thriving, then your ue trying for one. However, if your anger 3
mother-in-law's trumped-up allegations and resentment continue to fester, the f
would prove groundless. surest way I know to resolve these feelings g
is to discuss them with a mental healthpro- TR
DEAR ABBY: | suffered a miscarriage six  fessional. It is normal to grieve, but you Marvin = A ER R
weeks ago. Since then, it feels like [ have must not allow that grief to rule your life.
suffered one disappointment after another. NS\L\:OEJ\%‘)HIT. %:J\SSB H\AAL\“/VE?F(%EBSEUSFS
My sister-in-law -- who was supposed to COMPLICATED?
be infertile -- is now expecting. The doc- % /’A
tors thought she'd had an ectopic pregnan @
(1 (\ \}
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Sports Day

JV baseball stomps

First place winners —

The Buckeyes display the first place trophies they
won after taking first place in the regular season of
the Optimist 3rd and 4th grade division with a 7-1
record. They also won in double overtime to take

1st place at the end of

Kansas survives
Texas’ Durant

OKLAHOMA
(AP) “There’s
opponents we could play in
the early rounds that have
guys that can go for big
numbers,” Kansas coach
Bill Self said. “But we are
not going to see another one
like this.”

Kevin Durant, the Big 12
player of the year, matched
his career high with 37
points but didn’t score in
overtime as Kansas escaped
with an 88-84 win and its
second straight Big 12 tour-

CITY

some

nament championship on
Sunday

Sherron Collins scored
20 points, and Brandon
Rush and Julian Wright
each added 19 points to

help Kansas rally from a
22-point, first half deficit
built mostly by Durant, the
Longhorns™ national player
of the year contender

“I don’t want to play him
again,” Self said.

he only chance for
another rematch would be
in the NCAA championship
game, with Kansas a No. |
seed on one half of the
bracket and Texas a No. 4
seed on the opposite side.
I'he Jayhawks have lost in
the tournament’s first round
each of the past two sea-
sons, but head in on a sea-
son-best 11-game winning
streak.

“Owur confidence level is
pretty high right now,”
Kansas guard Brandon
Rush said. “Just making big
plays at the right time.”

Russell Robinson hit a
jumper from the left wing to

season city tournament.

put Kansas (30-4) on top
83-81 with 2:19 left in the
extra period, and Wright
added a free throw to push
the lead to three. D.J.
Augustin had a 3-point
attempt and a runner in the
lane blocked on consecu-
tive Texas possessions, and
Darnell Jackson’s two free
throws extended Kansas’
lead to 86-81 with 13.2 sec-
onds left.

A.J. Abrams hit a 3-
pointer from the right wing
to give No. 15 Texas (24-9)
one last chance, but
Robinson hit two foul shots
with 5.3 seconds left to seal
the win. Durant’s final shot

a 3-pointer from the
right caromed
away with 2 seconds left.

“That’s one of the best
games |'ve ever been a part
of. That comeback in
Lawrence paled in compari-
son,” said Self, whose team
erased a 16-point deficit to
beat Texas a week earlier.

Mario Chalmers who
hit the tying 3-pointer with
15 seconds left to force
overtime contributed 17
points for Kansas, which
has won five Big 12 tourna-
ment titles.

Abrams added 19 points
for Texas. Two days after
rallying from 20 points
down against Baylor in the
biggest comeback in Big 12
tournament history, the
Longhorns gave up an even
bigger lead.

“I thought a lot of good
things happened here this
week,” Texas coach Rick
Barnes said.

wing

Pictured here are: (Back Row, L-R) Coach Guy
Green, John Allen, Austin Madrid and Cade Engle.
(Front Row, L-R) Solon Wilson, Landon Taylor,
Derrick Maxwell and Jordan Green

Perryton before break

By JORDAN REAGAN
Sports Editor

The Pampa Harvester JV
baseball team defeated
Perryton this weekend, to
further improve their overall
record to 4-1.

With the help of two dou-
bles by Braden Hunt and a
home run by Heath Skinner,
the Harvesters took an out-
standing 15-4 victory over
Perryton.

Johnny Anguiano and

Jeremy Maxwell each hit
one double, John Luke
Covalt hit two singles, and
Josh Mulkey helped out with
one single.

Braden Hunt pitched the
game for five innings, and
threw 11 strikeouts.

The boys will have plenty
of time to get ready for their
next game against Plainview,
which will take place at 4:30
in Pampa on March 19.

Lions Club to host
dodgeball tournament

The Pamps Lions Club will host a dodgeball tournament
on Thursday, April 12, but only 8 teams are needed to sign

up

follows:

Rules and regulations concerning players and teams are as

-Players must be at least 15 years of age.

-There will be 8 players per team.

-The cost will be $80 per team, including t-shirts.

The tournament itself will be double elimination, and will
be held at the PHS gymnasium.

Fan admission will be $3 for children and $5 for adults.

To sign up, please call Rusty Tapp at 665-2323 or 595-

0513.

NCAA committee flosses with spread sheets

By JIM LITKE
AP Sports Columnist

All these years, the NCAA
selection committee has
been making it up as they go
along.

No sooner had the com-
mittee handed in its bracket
on Selection Sunday than
somebody asked chairman
Gary Walters what message
members were sending this
year. He decided to let every-
body else in on the joke.

“Gee,” Walters replied, I
don’t know that we’re trying
to send any messages.

“Our job isn’t to send
messages,” he added a
moment later. “Our job is to
try to select what we think
are the 34 most worthy (at-
large) teams.”

Leave it to a Princeton
guy — Walters is the athletic
director there — to rub your
nose in something that’s
been in plain sight forever.

Every year, committee

members throw themselves a
slumber party in a fancy
hotel and pretend to spend so
much time crunching num-
bers you’d think they’re
flossing with spread sheets.
Instead, they’re doing what
almost everybody else in
college basketball does all
weekend: watch TV, look at
the same information, apply
their biases and experience,
then haggle over who goes
where.

The difference is‘when the
committee finishes, some-
body dials the CBS trailer
and a producer pulls “One
Shining Moment” out of the
mothballs.

But just before they go,
because committee members
have to justify the huge
room-service tab and placate
the half-dozen uninvited
schools
pundits howling for their
heads, they come up with a
message to cover their hand-

and hundreds of

iwork.

Last year was supposed to
herald a mid-major revolu-
tion because schools like
George Mason, Air Force
and Northern Iowa got in at
the expense of power-con-
ference members such as
Maryland, Florida State and
Cincinnati. Then-chairman
Craig Littlepage said the
message was that “larger
schools, the larger confer-
ences ... around the country
really do have a choice of
who they play non-confer-
ence.”

Nothing really had
changed in the criteria or the
data the selection committee
looked at, but the people
who were looking at it did.
Representatives from small
schools, who spent years
begging and even threaten-
ing to sue their big-time
brethren to play some
games, finally constituted a
majority on the committee.

They gave short shrift to
pedigree and rewarded
schools that played ambi-
tious non-conference sched-
ules and tough games on the
road — namely themselves
— and promised to keep
doing so.

So what happened this
year?

Despite again controlling
a majority of the seats, mid-
majors actually got two
fewer spots, just six of the 34
at-large bids, compared to
eight a year ago. Not that it
made everybody happy.

“I’m in total shock,” said
Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim, speaking for the
power-conference schools
left home.

“Your body of work is not
as important as they say it is,
to be honest with you,”
Drexel coach Bruiser Flint
said, speaking for the disap-
pointed mid-majors.

Brackets beat bullets: Soldiers in
Afghanistan focus on NCAA over NATO

FORWARD OPERATING
DIABLO, Afghanistan (AP)
paratroopers taking part in NATO’s lat-
est Afghanistan offensive wound up
hours of digging foxholes on a sandy
hilltop here Monday with a special treat

news about the NCAA tournament.

The 82nd Airborne soldiers are the
first Western troops to move into this
remote and mountainous terrain on the
border between Kandahar and Helmand
provinces as part of Operation Achilles,
a new NATO offensive launched just
last week. They’re far from any U.S. or
NATO base, and still settling in by dig-
ging holes in the ground to sleep in.

BASE
U.S.

home.

been there,”

But thanks to Army technology, they
knew where their favorite NCAA bas-
ketball teams were playing only hours
after the seedings were announced back

“Hey, they're playing in Buffalo?
Gosh darn it, I would’ve liked to have
said Lt.
Mennes, 40, of Buffalo, N.Y., the com-
mander of the 1st Battalion, 508th
Parachute Infantry Regiment based at
Fort Bragg, N.C., referring to one of the
Midwest Regional sites.

Pfc. Matt Ward, a 21-year-old on the
artillery team, also keyed in on his
hometown — Memphis, Tenn., whose

30-3 Tigers were seeded No. 2 in the

South Regional behind Ohio State.
“Memphis is going to win it all.

Who'’s going to beat them?” said Ward.

“The only competition Memphis is

Col. Brian

going to have is from Ohio State.”

Talk of mid-majors replaced Army
majors — whether in the commander’s
tent or around the soldiers’ Humvees.

“Gonzaga, that’s all I got to say. |
always go with Gonzaga,” Spc. James
Tolson, 22, of Germantown, Md.,
announced to half a dozen soldiers eat-
ing their MREs.

Matsuzaka roughed up in second start against big leaguers

By The Associated
Press

Daisuke Matsuzaka
learned a harsh lesson in his
latest outing.

“Judging from what I
experienced, throwing high
fastballs and high sliders can
tend to be a little bit danger-
ous,” he said with a grin.

Boston’s $103 million
pitcher allowed homers to
two non-roster players,
struggled with his control
and even threw away a
potential double-play

grounder Sunday in his
home debut against a major
league team.

Matsuzaka'’s splendid
spring training hit its first
bump, and Baltimore beat
the Red Sox 5-3 in Fort
Myers, Fla. The Japanese
star gave up four runs —
three earned — and six hits
in four innings, but shrugged
off the results with his usual
poise.

“It’s not something that
I’'m terribly worked up
about,” Matsuzaka said

through a translator.
“There’s going to be times
where 1 get hit.”

The right-hander gave up
homers to Jon Knott and
Jason DuBois. After each
batter swung, Matsuzaka
turned around and remained
expressionless as he watched
the ball sail over the fence.

Still, the Orioles were
impressed. Melvin Mora,
who struck out twice, said
Matsuzaka “is not from this
planet. He’s coming from
somewhere else. He's awe-

spme.”

But while Matsuzaka
labored, Chris Carpenter and
Roy Halladay were in top
form.

Carpenter, the St. Louis
Cardinals’ ace, allowed two
hits in 4 2-3 scoreless
innings during a 6-3 loss to
the Atlanta Braves in Jupiter,
Fla.

Using his complete reper-
toire for the first time in
three spring training starts,
Carpenter got 14 groundball
outs and did not walk a bat-

ter. He threw 36 of his 54
pitches for strikes.

“As the game went along |
got more comfortable, more
in rhythm,” he said. “My
timing was better and I defi-
nitely felt good. So it was
nice.”

At Dunedin, Fla.,
Halladay pitched four per-
fect innings for the Toronto
Blue Jays in an 8-5 loss to
the Minnesota Twins. The
right-hander struck out two
and threw only 36 pitches.
He allowed just one ball to

be hit out of the infield.

“My location was better
with my fastball and change-
up,” Halladay said. “Then
getting my curveball going,
maybe four or so. I feel like
it’s another step at getting
everything back.”

The Cleveland Indians
won’t get Cliff Lee back
until after opening day. The
left-hander will start the sea-
son on the disabled list with
an abdominal strain and is
expected to be out until mid-
or late April.
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5 Notices

ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News, MUST be
placed through the Pam-

EN"'O'““%'

10 Lost/Found

LOST-prescription
glasses with magnetic
sunglass attachment.If
found please call 662-

5837 or 669-2525

FOUND: prescription
glasses at the Pampa Post
Office. 665-5779.

13 Bus. b

SMALL motel for sale.
Good occupancy. Owner
will finance. 665-1875 or
806-383-1985.

14d C
Carpentry, Roofing, Re-

placement Windows, steel
siding & trim. Continuous
gutters. Jerry Nicholas
669-9991, 662-8169

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-6347.

14e C t Serv.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv-
ice, carpets, upholstery,
walls, ceilings. Quality
doesn't cost...It pays! No
steam used. Bob Marx
owner-operator. 665-
3541, or from out of
town, 800-536-5341.

Inc. 800-299-
9563, 806-352-9563

COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or build
new. Free estimates. Call
669-7769.

CERAMIC tile work. Re-
modeling floor, shower,
kitchen. Texture, painting,
dry wall. Free esti. Call
665-3453 leave message,
Jesus Barraza.

JH Concrete Work. Slabs,
sidewalks, driveways, ad-
ditions, roofing, fences.
Free Est., 806-382-5408

HANDYMAN: Painting,
carpentry, fencing, weld-
ing, hauling, cleanup. Re-
modeling. 662-2566.

e et i
14s Plumbwﬂent

JACK'S Plumbing &
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos-
ter, 665-7115. Faucets,
plumbing supplies, new
constr., repair, remodel-
ing, sewer / drain clean-
ing, septic systems instal-
led. Visa/MC

Larry Baker
Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

PHONE IN - MOVE IN

e e
19 Situations

e
CHRISTIAN childcare in
my home. CPR certified.

Meals & snacks provided.
669-3187.

e
21 Hﬂ Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully
investigate advertisements
which require payment in
advance for information,
services or goods.

PART-TIME bookkeeper
with computer ability.
White House Lumber
Company, 665-8475.

NOW  hiring Code &
Structural Welders. Must
be able to pass weld test.
Apply in person at Conner
Industries, 118 Bunton, in
Borger. 806-274-2281.

ST. Ann’s Nursing Home
has openings for full-time
LVN’s, 3-11 & 11-7 shift.
Paid vac., health, life &
dental ins., holiday pay,
401K, and shift differen-
tial. Panhandle 537-3194.

CERTIFIED Nurse Aides
needed at St. Ann’s Nurs-
ing Home, full-time.
Complete benefits pack-
age plus shift differential
3-11 & 11-7. Panhandle,
Spur 293 off Hwy. 60.
537-3194.

e ————
21 Help Wanted

FULL time & part time
catering help. Monday-
Friday. Apply in person at
Dixie Cafe.

MULTI level marketers
direct sales expert, Fastest
Growing Digital Music
and Entertainment Com-
pany. Serious about mak-
ing secondary income.
www.yourburmteam.com
Tom George 806-670-
7064.

CNA’s & NA’s
Immediate Openings
especially for
10-6 shift!
Apply in person or call
Kim Wheeler

D.O.N.
806-779-2469

FINANCE Co. looking to
expand in the Pampa area.
Need motivated individu-
al for Assistant Manager
position. No exp. necessa-
ry; willing to train. Inter-
ested applicants can mail
resumes to: 307 E. Broad-
way, Sweetwater, TX
79556 or fax to 325-235-
3814, attn: Johnny.

SIVALLS Inc. is looking
for Lay-Out Fabricators
and Welder Fabricators.
Welding and drug tests
req. Benefits: health ins.,
profit sharing, 401K, 8
paid holidays and 10 days
vacation per year. 806-
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3/2/1 CP - 1400 SF/CCAD
Church w/2 Small Houses
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pa Realty Inc. 669-0007 | |
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A Jim Davidson (BKR) . ..... 662-9021 | | Hovernment
A" id Robert Anderwald . ...... 665-3387 | | P
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V Donna Courter .......... 595-0779 | | 5550 o o
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Real Estate For The Real World ZebSallors .............. 664-0312 along with copies of your transcripts and mail to:
Christa Sutherland ....... 664-0463 Ms. Darlene Spier,

fonchiess durkg 1995

CLARENDON
PrL

Clarendon College is seeking qualified candidates
for the following Adjunct/Part-Time Faculty posi-
tions at Pampa Center Campus and Clarendon Cam-
pus for the Summer and Fall 2007 semesters. This is
an open continuous applicant pool and positions are
filled as neceded. Masters degree with 18 graduate
credits in the field required; except where noted
Biology (Summer Pampa)

Business Administration

Criminal Justice

Assistant to the President,
P.O. Box 968,
Clarendon, Tx 79226

Clarendon College is an equal opportunity employer.

3/2/2 - 1940 SF/GCAD Triangle Well VISION SOURCE
West and North West Service 1324 N. Banks, Pampa
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4/1.5/0 - 1352 SF/GCAD No phone calls week. Apply in Person:
3/1.75/1 - 1229 SF/GCAD please! 125 W. Kingsmill Pampa
3/2/1 - 1269 SF/GCAD
.......... 3/1/1 - 1188 SF/GCAD
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday, March
13, 2007:

You put others to shame with your get-
up-and-go. Others struggle just to keep
up with you. You have a destiny. Know
that and understand it. How you deal
with someone could change radically
because of events and what goes on. You
might want to decide on the best course
of action. Understanding takes you long
and far. Learn better styles of communi-
cating. You will find that you can break
through barriers more often. If you are
single, you’ll meet people through your
friends. You also might drastically trans-
form through a relationship. If you are
attached, you make a difference — more
than you realize. Allow great fluidity and
happiness into your life. Suddenly your
partner blossoms — how nice. CAPRI-
CORN is not a fair-weather friend. You
can count on this person.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% You are emotional and dynamic.
You have incredible pizzazz, especially
if you let that internal spontaneity and
creativity pop forward. You find that oth-
ers care about your choices and what you
feel is right or wrong. Tonight: A must
show.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) |

%% Your ability to take the high road
no matter what goes on or who you are
with earmarks your decisions. Do extra
research and get more suggestions.
Touch base with an expert or two.
Tonight: Reach out for someone special.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*h Kk Work as a team and see what

someone else has to offer. Whether you
deal in a personal or professional realm,
this exchange or inquiry seems absolute-
ly necessary and worthwhile. Surprises
happen with someone you put on a
pedestal. Tonight: Let someone else
choose.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% %% Others run the show. How you
deal with someone could point to dynam-
ic changes in your relationships. You
have a lot to offer and much to handle.
Reach out for someone you care about.
You might be pleased. Tonight: Answer
to your popularity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

* %% Examine what might be going on
with someone you care about. You need
to nurture someone in your environment,
Your instincts might be crucial in order
to succeed in the moment. A partnership
plays a key role as well. Tonight: Put
your feet up.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

*% %% Examine opportunities with
care. Your playful ability and fun nature
emerge despite yourself. Think positive-
ly, and you might discover that others
want to be around you. Creativity and
mischief mix — what a delightful
combo. Tonight: Let your imagination
speak to you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% kd* You might want to attempt to
do something differently. Whether you
succeed will depend on your ability to
integrate a personal matter or project.
Know that you can do it if you relax and
run with the ball. Tonight: Anchor in.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

%% %% Happiness blossoms from a
strong emotional base. You have good
reason to believe that how you phrase
what you think could make a huge differ-

ence in the outcome. Life proves to be
full of surprises. Tonight: Happy as a cat.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% k%% You bounce from one idea to
another, especially regarding fiscal
responsibility. Brainstorm and ask ques-
tions. You come from a place of center-
ing. Be spontaneous and upbeat. The
unexpected punctuates your domestic
life. Tonight: Treat yourself.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%k k& Express your essence as best
as you can. You might be surprised at
what life tosses on your plate. Know that
anything is possible. If you want to
reverse gears, do just that. Tonight: You
are all smiles.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% % Knowing when to back out grace-
fully takes skill. Do you have what it
takes? You will have the opportunity to
make waves like never before. Your inci-
sive instincts pay off with money and
questions dealing with security. Tonight:
Take a back seat.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

*k%kkk Aim for more of what you
want. Life proceeds with vigor and
excitement. Your unpredictability might
not be easily restrained. Stay on top of a
situation. Others make assumptions!
Tonight: Happiness comes naturally.

BORN TODAY

Astronomer Percival Lowell (1855),
composer Hugo Wolf (1860), actress
Dana Delaney (1956)

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www jacquelinebigar.com.
© 2007 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

TOP O’ Texas Oilfield
Service needs Class A
CDL Drivers. Benefits.
Apply 408 S. Price Rd.
SEMCRUDE has open-
ings for full time Bobtail
& Transport Drivers in
the Pampa and surround-
ing areas, must have Class
A CDL with X endorse-
ment and meet DOT qual-
ifications. Excellent bene-
fit package incl. medical,
dental, vision & life ins.;
along with a 401K pack-
age, paid vacation, sick
and holidays. Please apply
at

WWW.SCIIIOUPIp. com/careers
or call 806-934-7505 for
application.

[W&W FIBERGLASS |
TANK CO.

100 N. Price Rd.
Pampa

CRALL PRODUCTS
IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
Sandblaster/Painter
Shop Welders-
wire/stick
40+ hours / week
Salary based on exp.
Apply in person
2930 W. Hwy. 152
Pampa

DOMINO’S Pizza is
now hiring. Apply in per-
son at 1332 N. Hobart,
Pampa.

ENGINE Parts is now
looking for a full-time
counter person. Experi-
ence is preferred & Span-
ish speaking is a plus. Ap-
ply in person at 416 W.
Foster. No Phone Calls!!!

BRITKARE Home Medi-
cal is now accepting ap-
plications for a Delivery
Driver in Pampa area.
Must be able to lift 150
Ibs., have a clean driving
record, and pass a physi-
cal & drug screening
Needs to be willing to be
on call, flexible and work
well with the public. No
exp. necessary. Company
will train. Spanish speak-
ing a plus. Please come by
our office at 912 W. Ken-
tucky to pick up applica-
tion. NO PHONE CALLS

INNOVATIVE
STAFFING
SOLUTIONS, LLC

WE HAVE THE RIGHT
JOB FOR YOU!!

Mechanics/Assemblers
Eabricators
Machini
Excellent career opportunity!
Become part of this
dynamic team today!

Floorhand
Small derrick, pay DOE,
no experience required!

Several Positions Available
located in Borger and
Canadian

Field Service Mechanic
Saw Operator
Painter/Sandblaster
Shop Hand
Pay is DOE

1224 N Hobart NBC
Plaza 1
Ste 11 Pampa, TX
806.665.2991
www.issllc.com
EEO Employer

Never a fee to the
applicant!

e
21 Help Wanted
Lifetime Opportunity!!

Mature person or couple
to manage small motel.
Please call 806-665-1875
or 806-383-1985.

\\«‘x[
L.andscape
120 S. Hobart

lexas

Now Hiring:

ompan

\pply in

. '
person!

No |'hnllt’
Calls!!!

FULL-TIME WORK
Will hire 1 person to as-
sist in lawncare and main-
tenance. Must be depend-
able and have a good
work ethic and history.
Must have own transpor-
tation. Apply in person at
Memory Gardens
Cemetery
23rd & Price Road
Application required
NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. ONLY SERI-
OUS INQUIRIES.

PART time Clerical Posi-
tion. Apply at JR’s Align-

ment, 11824 Hwy. 60,
Pampa
JOB OPENING-Finance

Secretary: General office
and bookkeeping skills
needed, Quickbooks ex-
perience preferred. Pick
up an application at Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 900
E. 23rd street

CN.A’'S needed, recent
base pay raises-Full-time,
Complete Benefits Pack-
age, all shifts,(shift differ-
ential on 3-11 or 11-7)
St. Ann’s Nursing Home,
Panhandle, 537-3194

NEED energetic, outgo
ing person, in a fast pace
Doctors office. Must be
able to work with people,
have telephone skills,
computer skills and be
able to learn and sale
Please send resume to
P.O. Box 953, Pampa,
Texas 79066

PT helper needed clean
ing carpet. Must have val-
id DL, pass background
check and drug test. Call
665-1976, ask for Ronnie
1208 Bond, Pampa

CORONADO Health
Care Center has an em
ployment opportunity for
a Texas Licensed Van
Driver, dishwasher, beau
tician, & housekeeping
Interested applicants can
submit applications dur
ing normal  business
hours. For more informa
tion please call (806) 665
5746. Equal Opportunity
Employer

DENTAL ASSISTANT,
primarily chairside. Part-
time. Experience desira-
ble, but not neessary
Send resume to Box 37,
c¢/o Pampa News, Po Box
2198, Pampa, Tx. 79066

TEXAS Rose Steakhouse
is now hiring servers,
hostesses,  dishwashers
Please apply in person.

50 Building Suppl.

White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

60 Household

SOFA FOR SALE
GOOD CONDITION,
$75. 665-6604, 440-3708

69 Misc.

A e S e
ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.
EMPTY the driveway and
backyard. Place your
RV’s & boat trailers in
our fenced, keyed area.
Crossways RV Storage,
12072 E. Frederic Ave.,
662-6089.

WILL buy mattresses,
beds etc. Red Bam, 1420

S. Bames, Sat. 10-5. Call
anytime 665-2767.

SEASONED Oak Fire-
wood. Delivered and
stacked. 3 dr. store cooler.
779-3284, 580-564-2575.

69a G Sales

TAYLOR’S Botique &
Gifts, 212 E. Broadway,
Fritch. Consignments &
New. 806-857-0048

77 Liv uip.

Serviceable
BLACK ANGUS
BULLS FOR SALE
Breed for low to mod.
birth & quick growth

More info. contact
THOMAS ANGUS
580-655-4318 or
589-497-7217
Reydon, Okla

FOR Sale: 92 angus
young 3 & 4 yr. old cows.
All to calve by May 20,
2007. Gardiner & Express
Ranches Genetics. $1200
per pair. If interested call
806-669-3324.

16 ft. 1/2 top stock trailer.
New re-inforced floor.
$2500
Will take 2 horse trailer
as partial trade

665-0263
HORSE STALLS FOR
RENT. Call 665-2972 or
665-0382.

e S e bt
80 Pets & Suppl.
e N e e

Py

2 male Pit Bull puppies
for sale. 7 weeks old
Rare color. 664-8141

FREE American Pit Bull,
white with brown patch
on ear. Good with kids,
house broken. 440-2923

95 Furn. Apts.

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any
preference, limitation, or
discnmination  because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin,
or intention to make any
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination.”
State law also forbids
discrimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for real
estate which is in viola
tion of the law. All per-
sons are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity

basis

e
96 Unfurn. Apts.
e ————

APTS., Duplexes &
Houses for rent. Mon.-Fni
8-6pm, Sat. 10-4pm., call
665-4274 or 433-6939

GWENDOLENApts New
ly Remodeled. Largest
1&2 bdr. apts. in Pampa
800 N. Nelson, 665-1875
LAKEVIEW Apt. 1 & 2
bdr. unfurn. apt. avail
Ref., dep. req. 669-2981
or 669-4386

AUCTION

SAT.,MARCH 17, 9:33 am

Loc. Pampa, Tx., 1711 Holly Ln., from Duncan St. & 18th
Ave., take 18th Ave. East, 8 Blks to Holly Ln., S. 1/2 Blk.

BETTY BROWN LIVING ESTATE

Appliances, Tvs, Stereos, Sewing Machines, Furniture, Col-
lectibles, Dolls, Office Furn., Household, Kitchen, Tools, Yard

Tools
FULL LISTING ON WEB PAGE
www.loydsauction.com
emaii. | on.co
Lyndon Loyd Auctioneers (Lic. 7119)
806-826-5850 or 806-334-0407

DUBOIS

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

3-12 CRYPTOQUOTE

SQXPX JPX SVT SHIXG HA )
IJA'G FHBX VQXA QX GQTOFY
ATS GZXWOFISX: VQXA 0OX
WIJA'S JBBTPY HS JAY VQXA
QX WIA — I1JPE SVJHA

Saturday’s Cryptoquote: THE AMBITION OF
EVERY GOOD COOK MUST BE TO MAKE
SOMETHING VERY GOOD WITH THE FINEST
POSSIBLE INGREDIENTS.

— CHEF URBAIN

96 Unfurn. A

THE Schneider House,
now leasing apts. Seniors
or disabled, utilities in-
cluded. Stop by 120 S.
Russell or call 665-0415.

P
98 Unfurn. Houses

S S RS |
PICK up rental list from
Gray Box on front porch
of 125 S. Houston, Pam-
pa.

2 bdr., 1 ba., fenced back
yard. 725 Deane Dr. $450
rent, $350 dep. Call 665-
5473.

e e
99 Stor. B

TUMBLEWEED Acres,
self storage units. Various
665-0079, 665-

e ———
102 Bus. Rent. 5

LOWEST Rents in City!
Downtown locations-
stores, warehouses, rec.
facilities. Call 665-4274.

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841.

DOWNTOWN office
space for rent. Utilities &
cleaning service provided.
Ample parking. 669-6823.

T N <= T T
103 Homes For Sale
B e e

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty
665-3560, 440-2314
669-0007

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2
car finished garage.
Complete renovation.|
Large corner lot. Ex-
cellent condition. New
roof, fence, French
doors, ceramic tile,
laminate wood floors,
carpet, storm windows,
outside deck, paint in-
side & out, central
h&a. Cedar closet &
many other extras.
Like new home.
$119,000.
2400 Christine
Cell 806-584-1266.
No owner finance!!

BY Owner. 2100 sq. ft., 3

bdr., 2 ba., Irg. liv. area,
util. rm., office, sunrm., 2
stor, bldgs., concrete
storm shelter. 2228 N

Sumner. 806-674-7513

I WILL FINANCE!
1100 Terrace
2 bdr. 1 ba.

317 Miami
2 bdr., 1 ba.

1333 Garland
2 bdr. 1 ba.

669-6995, 440-1698

I WILL FINANCE!
4 bdr., 2 ba.
606 Chamberlain
Very nice house!

Large
2 bdr., 1 ba.
103 Burdett
Skellytown
Call
669-6995, 440-1698

LRG. 3 bdr., 2 ba., hardw
floors, cedar closets. Also
separate vacant lot. OWC
665-1193, 662-8324

OWNER Finance, Pampa,
I'x. 453 Pits. 3 bdr., 1
ba., 1 gar. Low down pay
ments. Low monthly pay-
ments. Bad credit ok! Call
Chris! 806-206-0107, Es
panol 806-223-6341

Owner Will
Finance
E/Z Terms

1333 Garland

2 bedroom, 1 bath
New carpet & paint!
416 Lefors
2 bedroom, 1 bath
Call Joe
806-336-1740
or
Milton
806-790-0827

113 RV Parks

S A e
RED DEER VILLA RV
RANCH & STORAGE

2100 Montagu W. 669

1122 Blﬁ Rlﬁs Welcome!
115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED Acres,
Storm  Shelters, fenced,
stor. bldg. avail. 665
0079, 665-2450.

5
=
|

3 bdr, 2 ba, ¢ h&a
Stove, refrig., dishw., mi
crow. New floors & roof
Must be moved. 669-1465

MOBILE home for sale. 3
bedroom, 2 bath, central
heat & air. After 4pm, call
669-1970 or 440-4942,

14X76 mh, 2 br., 1 12
ba., lots of extras! $6500
OBO Call 669-3380 or
664-4141.

TRAILER house for sale
664-0205.

121 Trucks

1990 Chevy Sub. New
tires, rebuilt transmission.
$2500 OBO. 665-4104.



http://www.yourburoieam.com
http://www.clarendoncollcge.edu%e2%80%98'
http://www.jscquelinebigar.com
http://www.lBnmiunlDconiAjrMra
http://www.issllc.com
http://www.loYdsaucUon.com
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Math competition

Pampa News Photo by KERRI SMITH

Community Christian School students participated in “Math Olympics” held at Plainview Christian
Academy recently. Standing left to right is third-grader Jordan Green, who received a superior rating and
3rd place in computation and six-grader Scott Kelly, who received an excellent rating in computation.
Sitting left to right is seventh-grader Ashley Taylor, who received a superior rating and 4th place in com-
putation and third-grader Matthew Ellis, who received a good rating in reasoning.

Baby kidnap suspect faces extradition

By BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press Writer
LUBBOCK, Texas (AP)

A newborn abducted from
a hospital was back in her
mother’s arms, and the
woman who police said dis-
guised herself in scrubs to
spirit the baby to New
Mexico was in custody.

Police found 4-day-old
Mychael Darthard-Dawodu
on Sunday in Clovis, N.M., a
day after she was taken from
Lubbock’s Covenant
Lakeside Hospital, about
100 miles to the southeast.

“We're ecstatic to be able
to locate the child still in
good health and to be able to
reunite her with her mother,”
Lubbock police Lt. Scott
Hudgens said.

An extradition hearing
was scheduled for Monday
in Clovis for Rayshaun
Parson, 21, who was arrested
on suspicion of kidnapping.
Federal charges also could
be pursued, Hudgens said.

Mychael was flown back
to Texas and her parents,
Caisha Darthard and
Michael A. Dawodu, after
she was evaluated at a New
Mexico hospital, Clovis

‘Tax
Continued from Page 4

sold in high-end neigh-
borhoods in Tarrant County
are reported to the MLS. In
some instances,  the
appraised value “is 20, 30,
even 40 percent lower than
the actual sales price,” he
said.

Most states require sales
price disclosure. A few
about 15 — don’t, and many
of those are less reliant than
Texas on property taxes to
pay for government opera-
tions.

State Rep. Mike
Villarreal, D-San Antonio,
and state Sen. - Jeff
Wentworth, R-San Antonio,
have filed bills to mandate
disclosure. Wentworth’s
version is particularly
potent: A purchaser who
doesn’t disclose the sales
price is liable to the state
for a civil penalty in an
amount equal to 5 percent
of the purchase price.

The Texas Association of
Realtors and the Texas
Apartment  Association
oppose price disclosure.

Pampa News photo by DAVID BOWSER
Gwen Stafford, left, with Convenant Hospital looks
on as Lt. Scott Hudgens with the Lubbock Police
Department announces the recovery of a 3-day old
baby kidnapped from the Lubbock Hospital early

Saturday morning.

police Lt. James Schoeffel
said.

T'he 5-pound baby had
earlier been reported to be

I'he latter contends that it

“will lead to inequities in
the appraisal process and
increased taxes for both
businesses and homeown-
ers.”

But a primary reason to
require disclosure is to
reduce inequities in the
appraisal process.

If all properties were
appraised at full value,
rather than some being sub-
stantially undervalued, that
would increase the chances
that local units of govern-
ment could lower property
tax rates as a result of rgal-
izing increased tax frev-
enues from the previously
undervalued  properties.
Those whose properties
were being appraised at
their full value would actu-
ally find their share of the
overall tax burden reduced.

The more reliable infor-
mation that appraisal dis-
trict officials have on sales
prices, the more fair and
accurate property
appraisals will be.

Isn’t a more fair and
equitable appraisal system
what Texas should be striv-
ing for? Mandatory sales
price disclosure would help
ensure precisely that.

-+

suffering from jaundice, a
common complication in
newborns in which a buildup
of pigment in the blood caus-

es a yellowing of the skin.

The infant was kidnapped
early Saturday by a woman
posing as a medical worker
who walked out of Covenant
Lakeside with the baby hid-
den in her purse, police said.

Hospital surveillance
footage showed a woman
wearing blue and flower-
print hospital scrubs and a
gray, puffy jacket with a
hood walking out of the hos-
pital around 1:20 a.m.
Saturday. She fled in a red
pickup truck, possibly with a
male accomplice, police
said.

The abductor had gone
into. Mychael’s mother’s
room several times before
the baby was taken, telling
her the baby needed tests,
said Gwen Stafford, senior
vice president of Covenant
Health System.

Law enforcement officials
had received information
from more than one source
that the baby was in Clovis,
said FBI spokeswoman Lori
Bailey in Dallas. Bailey
declined to  elaborate
because the investigation
was continuing.

Man arrested, jailed on drug charge

A California man was
arrested Thursday following
a traffic stop on Interstate 40
near Groom after troopers
found methamphetamine
hidden inside his vehicle.

Shortly after 6 p.m.
Thursday, troopers stopped a
2000 Ford Explorer on a

traffic violation and found
3,777 grams of meth hidden
in the vehicle. The drugs are
valued at $305,370.

Garcia Jeronimo , Bernal,
20, of Los Angeles,
California, was arrested and
booked into Carson County
Jail in Panhandle.

Reese

Continued from Page 4

have lost sight of the pur-
pose of education. It is not
to get a diploma or a piece
of sheepskin. The purpose
is to educate citizens so that
they can contribute to run-
ning our complex society. |
don’t know if teachers still
say this, but my first-grade
teacher often reminded us
that while she taught, we
had to learn. And learning
is hard work. Since kids
have the same 24-hour day
as adults, the hours devoted
to learning have to be sub-
tracted from hours spent on
other activities — and vice
versa.

If I had my way, I'd seg-

regate students by sex,
make them all wear uni-
forms and shave the heads
of the boys. Sex and com-
petition in appearance are
distractions. I’d put them in
a monastic, drab setting so
that the only forms of enter-
tainment were their text-
books and their lectures.
Obviously, I wouldn’t
last a day in public educa-
tion, so we might as well
realize that one day we will
wake up and find that our
high-tech society is being
fun by Chinese, Muslims,
Arabs and others who still
value education. We will
still have our Anna Nicole
Smith and Britney Spears

S.

—Write to Charley Reese
at PO. Box 2446, Orlando,
FL 32802.

Twins, 8, find 2.5 carat
diamond in Arkansas

MURFREESBORO, Ark.
(AP) — Eight-year-old twins
Grace and Garrett Duncan of
Houston can look forward to
years of rekindling their rec-
ollections of a memorable
day, whenevér they want to
take out a 2.5-carat diamond

and look at it again.

The youngsters found the
diamond Saturday at Crater

of Diamonds State Park.

Grace said that, when the

family returns to Houston,

she and her brother plan to
show the diamond off to

their third-grade classmates.

Then, she said, it will go into
a safe, “and we’ll take it out

and look at it.”

After six hours of digging
by the twins at the park, a

sharp-eyed parks worker was

hovering when they brought

their haul to a counter.

“We had a bag (provided
by the park),” Garrett said
Sunday. “We brought it up to

the counter, and she just
grabs the diamond and ran
off. Halfway, she turned
around and said, 'I'll be right
back.”

Park interpreter Rachel
Engebrecht was going to the
park office to confirm what
she thought she had spotted.

“The family didn’t realize
they had a diamond. They

thought it was a piece of

mica,”

“

Engebrecht said.
When they learned it was a
diamond, there were many
'woo hoo’s’ and high-fives
exchanged between the six
family members.”

The twins don’t plan to
have the diamond cut, but

will leave it in its natural
form, a triangular, almost
heart shape, Engebrecht said.
They named it the Duncan
Twins Diamond.

“It’s a brown diamond, but
one very light in color ... a
light golden color,”
Engebrecht said. “Some call
this color champagne.”

Park officials said they
didn’t know what part of the
diamond-hunting field was
the source of the stone found
by the two young Texans,
because the pair ranged
across the entire field.

Garrett disputes one point
with parks officials, howev-
er.

“I thought it was a dia-
mond, [ didn’t think it was
mica,” he said. “It didn’t
look like the mica on the

board” showing samples of

different kinds of rock.

Grace and Garrett are the
children of Jeffrey and Jana
Duncan. They visited the
park — the world’s only dia-
mond-producing site open to
the public — on a spring-
break vacation from school
to visit their maternal grand-
parents in Arkansas.

Have IRA Questions?
Let's Talk.

Duane Harp
Investment
Representative
1921 N. Hobart
665-6753
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

TILE & LAMINATE

Discontinued Stock Starting At

19°...

Lots To Choose From

IN STOCK CARPET

£52.00 OFF...

Our Already Low Prices

VISIT OUR SIIWMH TODAY!

One

1533 N. HOBART * 665-0995
MON-FRI 9:00-5:00 « SAT 10:00-1:00

?(007[ ng

NBC has
the loan
you need

« New Vehicles

» Used Vehicles

» Home Improvement| ¥ &

Call or come in today for
details and to apply.

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE
An Office Of First National Bank Waupaca, Wisconsin
mqmuum-uum

SHAMROCK - 305 M. MAIN - 256-2181
Q CHILDRESS - 501 COMMERCE - 940-937-2514 o

« New Home

« Recreational
Vehicles

Q)
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Purchase
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