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Broncos Tragedy
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Officials sworn in

Pampa News photo by KERRI SMITH
Newly elected officials were sworn in to office this morning at the Court House, with •  recep* 
tion following. Pictured front row left are County Clerk Susan Winborne, District Clerk Gaye 
Honderich and District Attorney Lynn Swtef  row le^ are Precinct 4 County
Commissioner James Hefly, Precinct 4 JOHtfde'afHwPlMWsIWefy Arm Oerpentwr erew MSrd 
District Judge Lee Waters. Back row left are Constable Don Fletcher, Precinct 2 County 
Commissioner Gary Willoughby, County Treasurer Scott Hahn, Precinct 1 and 3 Justice of 
the Peace Joe Martinez, County Judge Richard Peet and Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace Kurt 
Curfman.

State offices 
closed Tuesday 
by governor 
for mourning

Ciov. Rick Perry has declared luesday 
as a day of mourning for President lord, 
so most state oflices will be closed,

“President Ford was a humble leader 
with a gentle spirit who restored honesty 
and candor to government during turbu­
lent times,” Perry said. “It seems fitting to 
publicly set aside a day or mourning so all 
l e.xans can reflect on the life and person of 
(ierald 1 ord.”

The governor's executive order encour­
ages Texans to pay their respects through 
ceremonies in homes, businesses, public 
buildings, schools, and places of worship 
for public expression of grief and remem­
brance.

lo allow state employees to attend these 
observances. Perry has directed state agen­
cies, offices and departments to close on 
Tuesday. The only agencies that should 
remain open are those in which the depart­
ment heads decide it necessary for reason^ 
of public safety and business.

Perry also directed that all I S and 
state  flags shou ld  be flow n at h a ll-s ta ll for 
’>0 days. These flags at public buildings, 
grounds and facilities should remain al 
half-staff until sunri.se on Jan. 2b.

d l l M M f c i l l l N
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I41S N HOBART • H06 6 6 S 162T 
MONDAY SATURDAY 9 00 5 TO

Wildfires top the list o f events during 2006
By MARILYN POWERS

Staff Writer
1 he year 2006 was a 

fiery one as wildfires 
blazed across the county, 
destroying property and in 
some cases taking lives.

1 he largest and deadliest 
tire began March 12 and 
involved approximately 
907,000 acres in Carson, 
Collingsworth, Donley, 
(iray, Hemphill,
Hutchinson, Ochiltree, 
Roberts and W heeler coun­
ties, according to the Texas 
Forest Service. The fire 
was actually two fires, one 
named the Borger fire and 
the other the 1-40 fire. Both 
fires burned in Gray 
County, with the majority 
of the county's damage 
caused by the 1-40 fire.

Fleven deaths were 
caused by the fires, includ­
ing four in a traffic accident 
on 1-40 in Carson County, 
three in Hutchinson J 
County, and four in Roberts ' 
County, when four oilfield 
workers were killed after 
leaving their vehicle and 
attempting to walk out of 
the fire zone.

Ten (iray County homes 
were destroyed in the fire, 
according to inspectors for 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, who 
toured the county on March 
22. Another 21 were dam­
aged.

Other structures such as

Pam pa N ew s Photo by DAVID  B O W S E R
Spectators line up to watch as a rapidly moving grass fire jumps Highway 70 north of Pampa in March.

fences, power poles and 
lines, v^ icles, and bams 
and other buildings were 
also lost in the fire. More 
than 1,000 cattle that died as 
a result of the fires had been 
buried by April 1, according 
to County Judge Richard

Peet.
Property losses prompted 

financial and other types of 
donations to help affected 
county residents. Country 
singer Michael Martin 
Murphey performed a bene­
fit concert at the Clyde

Carruth Pavilion in 
Recreation Park to raise 
funds for fire victims, and a 
committee chosen by county 
commissioners distributed 
more than $100,000 in 
donations received mainly 
from the Amarillo Area

Foundation. Other dona­
tions of money and materi­
als such as hay and fence 
materials were also distrib­
uted to affected mral resi­
dents.

See 2006, Page 6
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Tuesday lllednesday Thursday

Partly cloudy Partly cloudy Mostly sunny
1 uesday. Partly cloudy, high near 49. 
duesday Night; Partly cloudy, low around 29.

VK'ednesday: Partly cloudy, high near 49. Windy. 
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, low around 30.

I hursday: Mostly sunny, high near 58.
Thursday Night: Mostly clear, low around 34.

OThis information brought to you by.

R E S T  I O E
AUTOBODY è ACCESSORIES
101 S. HOBART 806-665-3500
Ranch Hand Grille Guards and Vortex Bed Liners

O bituaries

Services tomorrow
MEADOWS, Emma Jean — Graveside services 2 p.m. Gageby Cemetery.

Emma Jean Meadows, 79
WHEELER— Emma 

Jean Meadows, 79, died 
Friday, Dec. 29, 2006, in 
Amarillo.

Graveside services will be 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2007, in Gageby Cemetery 
with Dale Meadows, son, 
ofTiciating.

Burial will be under the 
direction of Wright Funeral 
Home of Wheeler.

Mrs. Meadows was bom 
Feb. 19, 1927, in Colony, 
Okla., to l.E. “Bud” and

Annie Elizabeth Wyant. She 
married Cecil Meadows in 
Wheeler on Aug. 3, 1946. 
She and her husband had 
lived in Hemphill County 
from 1946 until moving to 
Wheeler in 1985. Mrs. 
Meadows was preceded in 
death by her parents, three 
brothers and one son, 
Donald Gene Meadows.

Survivors include a 
daughter, Donna Hawkins 
and husband Jerry of Logan, 
N.M.; three sons, Dwayne

Meadows and wife Betty 
and Dale Meadows and wife 
Shonda, all of Pampa, and 
Dean Meadows and wife 
Shannon of Canadian; one 
sister, Leona Miller of 
Eakley, Okla.; four brothers, 
Earl Wyant of Boone, Colo., 
Walter Wyant of Portland, 
Ore., Benny Wyant of 
Pampa and Eugene Wyant of 
Springer, Colo.; 13 grand­
children, Ashleigh
McWilliams, Leslie
McWilliams, Bubba

Meadows, Jennifer Brown, 
Brian Brown, Cassie Goen, 
Travis Goen, Michelle 
Meadows, Jeremy Albers, 
Megan Meadows, Brandi 
Dowell, David Dowell and 
Tiffany Hawkins; and four 
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be to 
Briscoe Volunteer Fire 
Department, P.O. Box 111, 
Briscoe, TX 79011.

E m ergency Services

Sheriff
Gray County Sheriff’s 

Oftice reported the follow­
ing arrests today.

Saturday, Dec. 30 
Johnnie Lee Romes, 21, of 

Pampa was arrested by

Pampa Police Department on 
assault causing bodily injury 
to a family member and pos­
session of less than 2 ounces 
of marijuana.

Sunday, Dec. 31 
Jerry James Mears, 23, of 

Pampa was arrested by PPD

From Livingston Audiology & Heating Aid Centers

Start the New Year Off Right - 
Hear What You’ve Been 

M issing!
Because every sound matters 

and every word counts.

CO M PAR E B EFO R E Y O U  B U Y!
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technology. Hear 
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on assault causing bodily 
injury to a family member 
and injury to a child.

Fire
Pampa Fire Department 

reported the following calls 
during the 48-hour weekend 
period ending at 7 a.m. 
today.

Saturday, Dec. 30
7:08 p.m. — Two units 

and six personnel responded 
to the 1500 block of Banks 
on what turned out to be a 
false alarm.

11:28 p.m. — One unit 
and three personnel respond­
ed to the 1200 block of East 
Frederick on a gas leak.

Sunday, Dec. 31
1:13 p.m. — One unit and 

three personnel responded to 
the 2700 block of Hobart on 
a lift assist.

7:03 p.m. — One unit and 
two personnel responded to 
the 2600 block of Fir on a 
Dumpster fire.

Monday, Jan. 1
2:13 a.m. — One unit and 

two personnel responded to 
the 800 block of Beryl on a 
^  fire.

Ambulance
Guardian EMS ambulance 

reported the following calls 
during the 48-hour period 
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Saturday, Dec. 30
7:22 a.m. — A mobile 

ICU responded to the 800 
block of Gordon with no 
transport reported.

9:22 a.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 1100 
block of Russell with no 
transport reported.

1:40 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 100 
block of West Francis and 
transported one patient to 
Pampa Regional Medical 
Center.

1:42 p.m. __ A mobile
ICU responded to the 1100 
block of Willow and trans­
ported one patient to PRMC.

8:25 p.m. — A mobile 
ICU responded to the 600 
block of North Christy and 
transported one patient to 
PRMC.

Sunday, Dec. 31
1:02 p.m. — A mobile 

ICU responded to the 2700 
block of North Hobart and 
transported one patient to 
PRMC.

3.5 tons of confetti 
left at Times Square

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
big ball is not all that drops 
in Times Square on New 
Year’s Eve.

As revelers headed home 
early Monday, the first day 
of 2007, work crews moved 
in to sweep up the remnants 
of 2006. Their mission: pick­
ing up 3.5 tons of confetti (a 
record-setting amount), as 
well as sandwich bags, food 
wrappers and other debris 
from the big bash.

“This is so sad,” said 
spectator Anna Koenig of 
DeKalb, 111. “Boy, are people 
going to be up late cleaning 
our mess.”

More than 1 million peo­
ple from all over the world 
gathered in Times Square for 
the celebration, according to 
WABC-TV. They greeted the 
new year with cheers, kisses 
and hope.

“It’s been a long year, 
with the troops in Iraq and 
the problems overseas,” said 
Frederic Henderson, of 
Newark, N.J. “I hope this 
year is better.”

Amanda Bermudez, 19,

C ity
B r iefs
The Pampa News is not 

responsible for the content 
of paid advertisement

BABY SING & Sign, A 
language development 
program for hearing infants 
(6-18 months) Create a Beat! 
665-7474 Qass size limited! ,

DOS CABALLEROS wish­
es you a Happy New Year. 
Serving you for more ftian 25 
years. Come in & try our 
New Italian menu.

also hoped 2007 would bring 
harmony in the Middle East, 
and offered some very per­
sonal reasons.

She came to Times Square 
on her honeymoon, having 
recently married Angel 
Bermudez, 21, in their 
hometown of Fort Hood, 
Texas. He is an Army soldier 
who recently returned from 
Iraq.

His new wife, who just 
found out she’s pregnant, 
said she hoped for peace “so 
he doesn’t have to go back.”

Partygoers poured into 
Times Square long before 
the clock struck midnight to 
snag prime viewing spots. 
They cheered and joked as 
the celebration began around 
6 p.m., and some practiced 
several countdowns to 2007 
long before the actual hour.

“This is the center of the 
universe,” said Raffael 
Dalvise, who traveled to 
New York for the holiday 
from his home outside 
Venice, Italy. “There is no 
other place to be.”

Police were still compil­
ing reports early Monday 
from the celebration, which 
had gone on amid tight secu­
rity. Spectators passed 
th rou^  police checkpoints; 
no big bags or backpacks 
were permitted and Ixjmb- 
sniffing dogs roamed the 
crowd.

Public drinking was 
banned, and visitors were 
herded into a series of view­
ing pens that prevented them 
from bar-hopping.

Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said last week 
that revelers would be “safer 
in Times Square on New 
Year’s Eve than anyplace 
else,” but he insisted that 
tight security would not 
spoil the show.
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Seniors find Medicare drug savings, but some fiiistrated
By KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — At 
first, Ruth Goundry wasn’t sure 
about participating in the new 
Medicare drug benefit. It was too 
confusing, she said. But in the end, 
she gave it a try.

She’s glad she did.
As the program’s first year 

draws to a close, Goundry esti­
mates that she saved about $150 a 
month on her live medicines, com­
pared with what she was spending 
before Medicare Part D began.

“I would say I’m very impressed 
with the whole thing. I have no 
complaints,’’ said Goundry, a resi­
dent of Chesapeake Beach, Md. 
“It’s meant a tremendous savings. I 
know other people who are saved 
by it. I mean that. They don’t hard­
ly pay anything.”

Goundry is like millions of sen­
iors who say they are happy with 
the benefit, which cost the federal

government about $30 billion in 
2006.

But the program affects seniors 
and the disabled differently, 
depending upon their income and 
health. There are many people who 
believe the program could be 
improved.

Just down the street, at the 
Chesapeake Care Pharmacy, 
Wesley Copeland is not so 
impressed.

in August, he began picking up 
all the cost of his medicine — 
about $300 a month. Plus, he had 
to continue paying his monthly 
premium of $38. That gap in cov­
erage is called the doughnut hole.

“We’ve got a lot of people in my 
neighborhood who are seniors like 
me on retirement. We have to 
stretch pennies, so when it gets to 
that doughnut hole. wg„ have to 
scramble like hell to keep going,” 
Copeland said.

Goundry and Copeland repre­

sent the millions of stories sur­
rounding the addition of a drug 
benefit to Medicare this past year. 
The drug coverage has often been 
described as the biggest change in 
Medicare in the program’ 40 years.

Under the program, seniors and 
the disabled enroll in a private 
plan. They pay a monthly premium 
to the plan. The government also 
pays the plan.

The Bush administration "esti­
mates that the coverage saves the 
average beneficiary about $1,200. 
But many in Washington, particu­
larly Democratic lawmakers, say 
the savings could be greater if the 
government were allowed to nego­
tiate with drug manufacturers con­
cerning the cost of medicine rather 
than leaving that chore to the 
plans.

Overall, aboiU^2^ ffljtllipn Pfo- 
^ e  enrolTed in phVlrc pikhk during 
the programs first year. Nearly 7 
million more people get their med-

icine through their employer, and 
those employers get a tax credit for 
providing that coverage.

^That total of nearly 30 million 
getting coverage through Part D is 
much less than was originally pro­
jected. However, analysts also did­
n’t realize that so many seniors had 
insurance coverage for their medi­
cine through other programs.

The Bush administration 
acknowledges the program got off 
to a rough start as hundreds of 
thousands of people showed up in 
pharmacy computers as not being 
enrolled in a plan.

Beverly Dillon, a pharmacy 
technician in Chesapeake Beach, 
said that in the program’s early 
weeks, her store advanced about 
75 to 100 patients medicine to help 
them get by.

“We would not let patients 
without their medicatidn,” she
said.

The state of Maryland also

stepped in to pick up the cost of 
medicine for poor beneficiaries, 
she noted. Most other states did as 
well. —

“January and February were 
absolutely craz’y,” she said. “1 
would say that around March, or 
late February, things started to 
calm down.”

She. said many seniors are still 
confused about the program. To 
prove her point, a customer came 
into the store to get a refill. Dillon 
noted that she was in a Part D plan, 
but the customer was insistent that 
she was not and that she had cover­
age through another program. 
Dillon relented, not wanting to 
upset her.

Dillon said most customers who 
did not have insurance coverage 
prior to the past year are saving 

^ptpqey. She has noticed that the 
checks they write to the pharmacy' ’ 
now are much smaller.

Smokers start year with $1 tax hike DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 
TITLE INSURANCE AND CLOSING...

By PAUL J. W EBER
Associated Press Writer

DALLAS (AP) — Texas smokers 
are starting 2007 with a decision to 
make: pay more for cigarettes, get them 
elsewhere or perhaps finally quit alto­
gether.

Starting Monday, a pack of smokes 
will cost $1 more as the state rolls out 
its new cigarette tax hike, signed into 
law in May to help offset cuts in local 
school property taxes. The increase — 
which will be added to the existing 41- 
cent per pack tax — is first in Texas 
since 1991.

Texas was formerly among the states 
with the lowest cigarette tax. But the 
$1.41 tax customers will now pay ranks 
Texas among the top third. New Jersey 
levies a nation-high $2.58 state tax per 
pack.

The higher tax is one of few laws 
taking effect at the start of 2007, since 
the Legislature was in session to tackle 
school finance. The state’s new busi­
ness tax also kicks in Monday, although

the first payments to the state won’t be 
due until May 2008 and lawmakers 
could change it in the upcoming leg­
islative session.

Like the cigarette tax, the new busi­
ness tax is to replace money lost by cuts 
in local school property taxes.

But for now, it’s the cigarette tax that 
has everyone’s attention, especially 
smokers. A pack of best-selling brands 
like Marlboro will now cost smokers 
around $4.50, while carton prices will 
rise between $10 and $12.

“It’s going to really hurt,” said 
Tobacco Patch owner Philip Rhodes, 
whose store in Marshall is just a 20- 
mile drive from Louisiana, where the 
cigarette tax is 36 cents per pack. “I just 
have to cut back on my spending, tight­
en my belt and see what happens.”

Supporters of the tax — from Gov. 
Rick Perry to the American Cancer 
Society — think they have a good idea 
of what will happen: the state will 
bankroll hundreds of millions in rev­
enue, and tens of thousands of pack-a-

day smokers will decide that the extra 
$365 a year is the last incentive they 
needed to finally kick the habit.

But it’s discount smoke shop owners 
like Rhodes, convenience stores and 
even law enforcement agencies that are 
less certain of the magnitude. All agree, 
however, that the extra dollar will be 
felt, from sales to theft to smuggling.

Rhodes said a representative from 
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. told him to 
expect an immediate 20 percent drop in 
sales at his shop, which has been in 
Marshall for 11 years. That forecast is 
based on what happened to owners in 
other states after similar cigarette tax 
hikes.

Across the state, smokers stocked up 
on cigarettes to beat the tax increase. 
Rhodes said his sales volume was up 
40 percent in the weeks leading up to 
the new year, when he said he’ll carry 
only the best-selling brands since many 
of his customers will begin buying in 
Louisiana.

...WE ARE HERE TO ANSWER 
THOSE QUESTIONS
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Viewpoints
Pirates in Galveston celebrated New Year’s Dayin 1819

Texans have always known how 
to have a good time on New Year’s 
Eve, but over the years customs 
have changed.

Long before Galveston had a 
well-deserved reputation as a party 
town, French buccaneers under 
Jean Lafitte celebrated the arrival 
of 1819 on the sparsely populated 
island by imbibing numerous 
tankards of potent punch. Their 
holiday grog consisted of rum 
diluted with slightly muddy water, 
made zestier with molasses-tla- 
vored brown sugar, spices and lime 
from Jamaica and a pinch or two of 
red pepper.

On New Year’s Day, the more 
literate of the cutthroats waxed 
poetic in the written hoo-rawing of 
their comrade-in-arms. Though 
hard to imagine an assemblage of 
hung-over, sword-toting, not-so- 
Jolly-Rogers dipping their quills to 
spoof their shipmates, a story by 
Dr. J.O. Dyer published in the Dec. 
26, 1920, Galveston News outlined

what was known of the swashbuck­
ler’s method of celebration.

“The playing o f tricks and 
pranks was common enough in the 
old pioneer days,” Dyer wrote, 
“but on New Year’s Day the camp 
of Lafitte resounded with the 
hoarse laughs and shouts that 
accompany horseplay, among the 
vulgar and ignorant.”

Rather than forcing anyone to 
walk the plank, their piratical 
pranking took a decided literary 
bent, with those who could read 
and write resorting to “their wits 
and their pens (a quill feather of a 
bird shaped into a pen point and 
usually blood for ink) to satire or 
ridicule their companions.”

Dyer said the pirates stood in a 
circle to take turns reading their 
good-natured digs. In the modem 
vernacular, the patch-wearing “aar- 
rgggh” set enjoyed something of a 
gridiron show, indulging in a mutu­
al roast.

“French was the written and spo­

ken language of the camp, and gen­
erally understood,” Dyer contin­
ued, “but a patois of French, 
English, Portuguese and Spanish 
was the more often used, and incor­
rectly at that.”

M ike Cox

Texas Tales

Somehow, one the buccaneers. 
New Year’s “bouquets” survived 
into the 20th century, preserved for 
posterity by Dyer:

En voila jo  ami le boeuf, 
line Jamais argent eneuf,
Et quand desiro demand l ’oeuf 
Tout suite esta dumb and deaf.
In English:
Here comes your friendly Le 

Boeuf
Never has money enough.

And when you strike him for an 
œ u f

He becomes at once dumb and 
decrf.

(”Oeuf ’ is French for “egg,” but 
19th century slang for “loan,” both 
being rather fragile constructions.)

Within a few years, Lafitte had 
been run out of Texas and Stephen 
F. Austin had received permission 
from the new Mexican government 
to develop a colony. As Dr. Eugene 
C. Barker pointed out in his biogra­
phy of Austin, the first day of 1822 
had an impact on the Texas map.

In December 1821, returning to 
Texas from New Orleans, Austin 
found that SO or so families had 
already moved onto his land. The 
early arrivers had begun a settle­
ment at the La Bahia Road crossing 
of the Colorado, near present 
Columbus. On Jan. 1, 1822, about 
10 miles west of the Brazos, some 
of the colonists established another 
community on a stream they 
named New Year’s Creek.

Austin’s cousin, Mary Austin 
Holley, later described a New 
Year’s day early in the Republic of 
Texas period:

Jany I. 38--May you all be 
happy this bright New Years day 
my beloved children. We had a gay 
supper last night, & danced in the 
new year, though, being Sunday we 
did not dance out the old. A few  
young persons, among them 2 
young gentlemen excellent singers 
& musicians on guitar, flute, violin,
& Accordion---- After retiring they
serenaded us with those instru­
ments combined & vocal solos. 
Very sweet musick. It lasted till 
near the time the birds commenced 
their morning concert.

Holiday bowl games not having 
been invented yet, Texans in the 
1880s marked the New Year by vis­
iting each other. “New Year calls 
are in order, and a number of ladies 
kept open house from 5 to 11

See COX, Page 5

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Ttxlay is Monday. Jan. 1, the first day of 2007. There are 
364 days left in the year.

Tinlay’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 1, 1863, President Lincoln signed the

Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that slaves in rebel 
states were free.

On this date:
In 1892, the Ellis Island Immigrant Station in New York 

formally opened.
In 1898, New York City was consolidated into five bor­

oughs.
In 1901, the Commonw ealth of Australia was proclaimed.

In 1953, country 
' — singer Hank Williams 

Sr., 29, died of a drug 
and alcohol overdose 
while en route to a con­
cert date in Canton, 
Ohio.

In 1959, Fidel Castro 
led Cuban revolutionar­
ies to victory over 
Fulgencio Batista.

In 1979, the United 
States and China held 

■ celebrations in
Washington and Beijing 

to mark the establishment of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries.

In 1984, the breakup of AT&T took place as the telecom­
munications giant was divested of its 22 Bell System compa­
nies under terms of an antitrust agreement.

In 1993, Czechoslovakia peacefully split into two new 
countries, the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

In 1994, the North American Free Trade Agreement went 
into effect.

In 1999, the euro, the new single currency of 11 European 
countries (later 12), otTicially came into existence with the 
start of the New Year.

Ten years ago: An off-duty Israeli soldier with a history of 
mental problems opened fire on a crowded vegetable market 
in Hebron, wounding five people and touching off a stone­
throwing demonstration by angry Palestinians. Kofi Annan 
assumed the title of United Nations secretary -general.

Five years ago: The euro became legal tender in 12 
European nations. Michael Bloomberg succeeded Rudolph 
Giuliani as New York City’s mayor. Eduardo Duhalde was 
named Argentina's fifth president in two weeks. No. 2 
Oregon defeated No. 3 Colorado 38-16 in the Fiesta Bowl.

One year ago: President Bush strongly defended his 
domestic spying program, calling it legal as well as vital to 
thwarting terrorist attacks The Medicare prescription drug 
plan went into effect.

Ut is better to know 
some of the 

questions than all 
of the answers.'

— James Thurber 
.American humorist 

(1894-1961)
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Yearly disclosure of conflicts of interest
Some years ago, in lieu of 

rehashing the year’s news, I 
started a practice of reveal­
ing all of my potential con­
flicts of interest, both finan­
cial and philosophical. To 
my knowledge. I’m still the 
only syndicated columnist 
who does this.

Alas, for those with a taste 
for spicy gossip. I’ve never 
developed any conflicts of 
interests. I belong to no 
secret organizations, don’t 
have a Palestinian wife (as 
some have alleged) and like 
most writers lead a rather 
prosaic life.

All of my income is from 
the sale of my columns, plus 
now a pension and Social 
Security. I own two resjlien- 
tial properties, botK pfnd for. 
I own one car and one truck, 
both paid for_ My children’s 
college educations are paid 
for. My retirement funds are 
managed by a financial plan­
ner and are in mostly certifi-

cates of deposit, money- 
market funds and a couple of 
mutual funds, the names of 
which .1 don’t even know. I
use one
credit card c h a r f e y
and pay it _  •'
off every R e e s e
lllOIlth. I

A long Columiust
time ago, I 
recognized 
that the
Buddhists were right when 
they said it is easier to limit 
your desires than to fulfill 
them. It’s also true what the 
Romans said, that a man can 
become a slave to his pos­
sessions. I’ve never cared 
anything about clothes, jew­
elry, fancy houses, fancy 
cars or fine furniture, art or 
any other collectibles, 
though ! am certainly an 
accumulator of books.

The only organizations I 
belong to are the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans and

the National Rifle 
Association.

I’m registered as a 
Democrat, though I realize 

that the cur-^ 
r e n t̂  
Democratic 
P a r t y ’ s 
b e l i e f s  
range from 
socialism to 
o p p o r ­
t u n i s m .  

Philosophically, I’m a 
Jeffersonian Democrat, 
which is someone who 
believes in the republic as it 
was originally founded. 
George Washington’s 
“Farewell Address” express­
es my opinions perfectly.

I can sum his speech up in 
modem language. You will 
see all of his advice is the 
exact opposite of what we 
are presently doing. He 
advised entangling alliances 
with no one, favoritism to no 
one and fair trade with all.

He said beware of foreign 
influence (such as the 
American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee), as it is 
the poison of republican 
government. He said trust no 
nation beyond its own self­
ish interests. He said observe 
scrupulously the limits on 
power imposed by the 
Constitution.

What we have today, of 
course, is an empire. We are 
in all kinds of entangling 
alliances. We routinely favor 
some nations and attempt to 
punish others with sanctions. 
We are drowning in foreign 
influence. We are meddling 
in the internal affairs of 
other nations all around the 
globe. We are bleeding both 
literally and financially.

If we continue on the 
same course, then you’d bet­
ter advise your grandchil­
dren to study Chinese,

See REESE. Page 5

Texas Thoughts.
By The Associated Press

A sample of editorial opinion around 
Texas:

■ Dec. 25
Houston Chronicle on Houstem and 

Harris County’s need for new jail facil­
ities:

For years Harris County and the city 
o f Houston jails have been under 
scrutiny fnmi state and federal agencies 
and courts for substandard conditions. 
They have been cited as overcrowded, 
understaffed and offering iiuulequate 
medical services.

Now that county and city officials 
have joined forces to produce a com­
prehensive plan to renniedy those prob­
lems, some critics are claiming that bet­
ter maiugement of the prisoner popula­

tion would make the construction cost 
of new facilities and increased jail 
operating expenses utmecessary.

They’ve only got it half ri^it. New 
policies are needed to facilitate bond­
ing of nonviolent prisoners, lower 
penalties for possession o f small 
amounts of drugs and elimirute lengthy 
stays in county facilities by state pris­
oners awaiting parole hearings. These 
and other desir^ile actions would sig­
nificantly reduce the jail population 
and divert offenders ftxm a lifetime of 
crime and prison.

But anyone who has toured the city 
and county jails or had to assist a friend 
or relative in getting released knows 
firsthand how bad the conditions are 
and how pressing the need for new 
facilities.

“We are building the cornerstone of a 
system that will provide the needed 
space for bad guys but also provide the 
treatment programs and evaluation of 
mental health needs that will keep us 
out of federal court,” said County 
Judge Robert Eckels, one of the key 
proponents of the plan. “I’d love to say 
that we’re iruiovative and doing things 
because we want to do the ri^it thing, 
but we’ve got this hammer of federal 
lawsuits and the Texas Jail 
Corrunission out there making sure we 
do our jobs.”

Of greatest ^ o r i ty  is the planned 
central processing faidlity downtown, 
with 2,500 beds to replace bodi the city 
jail and the deteriorating sherifTs

See JM L Pages
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Death toll in Iraq reaches 3,000; Bush struggles with strategy
BY PAULINE JEU N EK
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) —  The 
(tay after Saddam Hussein’s execu­
tion, the death toll for Americans 
lulled in the Iraq war reached 3,000 
as President Bush struggles to sal­
vage a military campaign that has 
scant public siq>port.

The death of a Texas soldier, 
aimounced Sunday by the 
Pentagon, comes as the administra­
tion seeks to overiiaul its strategy 
for a conflict that shows little sign 
of abating. The tally o f3,000 mem­
bers of the U.S. military killed was 
a figure compiled by The 
Associated Press since the war’s 
beginning in March 2003.

In large part because o f discon­
tent with the course of the war, vot­
ers gave Democrats control of the

new Congress that convenes this 
week. Democrats have pledged to 
focus on the war and Bush’s con­
duct of it.

Three thousand deaths are tiny 
compared with casualties in other 
protracted wars America has 
fought in the last century. There 
were 58,000 Americans killed in 
the Vietnam War, 36,000 in the 
Korean conflict, 405,000 in World 
War II and 116,000 in World War I, 
according to Defense Department 
figtires.

Even so, the steadily moimting 
toll underscores the relentless vio­
lence the massive U.S. investment 
in lives and money — surpassing 
$350 billion — has yet to tame.

A Pentagon report on Iraq said in 
December the conflict now is more 
a struggle between Sunni and

Shiite armed groups “fighting for 
religious, political and economic 
influence,’’ with the insurgency and 
foreign terrorist campaigns “a 
backdrop.’’

From mid-August to mid- 
November, the weekly average 
number of attacks in the country 
increased 22 percent from the pre­
vious three months. The worst vio­
lence was in Baghdad and in the 
western province of Anbar, long 
the focus o f activity by Sunni 
insurgents.

Though U.S.-led coalition forces 
remained the target of the majority 
of attacks, the overwhelming 
majority of casualties were suf­
fered by Iraqis, the report said.

The American death toll was at
1.000 in September of 2004 and
2.000 by October 2005.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 
called the figure a “tragic mile­
stone” and said the government 
owes its troops “a new policy that 
is worthy of their heroism and 
brings them safely home.”

Asked about the 3,000 figure, 
deputy White House press secre­
tary Scott Stanzel said that the 
president “will ensure their sacri­
fice was not made in vain.”

“We will be fighting violent 
jihadists for pieace and security of 
the civilized world for years to 
come. The brave men and women 
of the U.S. military are fighting 
extremists in order to stop them 
from attacking on our soil again,” 
Stanzel said.

President Bush said the nation is 
mindful of the troops’ dedication 
and sacrifice.

“In the New Year, we will 
remain on the offensive against the 
enemies of freedom, advance the 
security of our country, and work 
toward a free and unified Iraq,” 
Bush said in a statement releas^ 
from his ranch in Crawford, Texas.

Having launched the war against 
the advice of a number of nations, 
the Bush administration never got a 
huge international contribution of 
troops, meaning foreign forces 
involved in the fighting are over­
whelmingly American.

The death toll shows it. As of 
late December, the British military 
has reported 127 deaths in the war 
so far; Italy, 33; Ukraine, 18; 
Poland, 18; Bulgaria, 13; Spain, II; 
and Denmark, six. Several other 
countries have had five or less.
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Public viewing gives ordinary Americans chance to honor Ford
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By ANN SANNER
Ass(x:iated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Ordinary Americans paid 
their resjjects to Gerald R. 
Ford on Sunday, walking 
slowly by his flag-covered 
casket in the Capitol and 
remembering how the 38th 
president likely sacrificed 
his career by granting the 
pardiin he thought right for 
the nation.

Visitors said they thought 
about Ford’s pardon of pred­
ecessor Richard M. Nixon as 
they walked past the casket 
and military honor guard, in 
the center of the Rotunda 
that Ford so often traversed 
as a member of Congress.

Some mourners also were 
greeted in the afternoon by 
two of the late president’s 
sons, first Jack and then 
Steven.

“Thank you for coming on

behalf of the family,” Jack 
told people as they filed in. 
“Sorry for your loss,” some 
responded.

Jack Ford spent about an 
hour in the Rotunda in early 
afternoon, while Steven was 
there for roughly the hour 
before nightfall, sometimes 
sitting off to the side watch­
ing people file by and (Kca- 
sionally getting up to 
exchange pleasantries with 
some of them.

Among the pedple visiting 
with Jack Ford was former 
Sen. Bob Dole, an honorary 
pallbearer and Ford’s vice 
presidential running mate in 
1976, who showed up in the 
Rotunda unannounced and 
without fanfare.

No official count of the 
number of mourners was 
available, but a steady 
stream of an estimated 2,000 
to 2,500 people per hour

walked slowly past the cas­
ket for just over nine hours 
on Sunday, «after a similar 
outpouring for nearly three 
hours Saturday evening.

The Rotunda was closed 
to the public at just after 6 
p.m. Sunday, but a military 
guard, changed every hour, 
stood silent vigil throughout 
the night. Viewing was to 
resume Monday morning 
and continue until 6 p.m. 
New Years Day.

Several people said they 
recalled Ford’s toughest 
moment as president: the 
pardon, in September 1974 
of Nixon for any Watergate 
crimes. It came only one 
month after Ford became the 
nation’s only unelected pres­
ident, following Nixon’s res­
ignation.

“1 thought when he par­
doned Nixon he stood up and 
did what the country needed.

Reese
ContiniMd from Page 4
because the age o f 

American power will soon 
be over. We are not smart 
enough, rich enough or 
powerful enough to run the 
world, yet we have idiots in 
Washington who think we 
can.

We need to find men and 
women who will think first

and foremost about what is 
in the best interest of 
America and the American 
people. That and that alone 
sboitld.guide our trade poli­
cy, our foreign policy and 
our military policy.

But, as old John Wayne 
would say, “That’ll be the 
day.” Americans have been 
saturated with the propagan­
da of globalism. The real 
goal of globalism is to turn 
the entire Earth into a series 
o f plantations run by a

handful of multinational 
corporations. It is an odious 
scheme that should be 
opposed by everybody, but 
most o f all by the Ameri(»n 
people.

Finally, my goal as a 
columnist is to encourage 
you to think. I really don’t 
care whether you agree with 
me or not. Just think for 
yourself.

— Write to Charley Reese 
at P.O. Box 2446, Orlando, 
FL 32802.

Continued from Page 4

booking facility. It would 
expand by 93,000 square 
feet existing health care 
space and centralize it on 
one floor.

The aim is to house all 
patients with ongoing health 
problems near treatment 
sources. It would add more 
single cells to provide a 
secure environment for sub­
stance abusers to detox and 
isolate prisoners with conta­
gious respiratory illness.

“We can identify proba­
bly a third of our jail popu­
lation that have some kind 
o f mental health issues,” 
Sheriff Tommy Thomas 
said. “We need this to 
expand existing services’.” i

In addition, the central

booking facility would 
allow officers a one-stop 
destination to hand over 
prisoners, drop off evidence 
and then get back to their 
priority task of policing the 
city. Since Houston’s force 
is seriously undermanned, 
the saving in time and effort 
will be doubly valuable.

The city would contribute 
$32 million to boil'd the 
facility and pay the county 
annually for the cost of jail­
ing those arrested by HPD 
for misdemeanor offenses.

In addition, the proposal 
calls for a new minimum 
security facility in the 
Atascocita area to provide 
more than 1,000 beds, with 
the capacity to double that if 
needed in the future. 
Combined with the down­
town facility, total capacity 
would allow the county 
penal facilities to have a 
capacity o f more than

12,500 beds, finally curing 
its chronic overcrowding 
and creating a surplus of 
space by 2012.

County commissioners 
could schedule a bond elec­
tion to finance the jail con­
struction next year or con­
sider a tax increase. 
However it is handled, it is 
in the interests of both city 
and county residents to sup­
port the plan.

Rather than continuing to 
be subject to nonstop litiga­
tion over penal conditions, 
the county and city now 
have the opportimity to 
build and operate jails that 
meet or surpass federal and 
state capacity, staffing and 
medical standards. It’s both 
a good investment in our 
community’s security and 
the humane solution to a 
festering problem.

Cox
Condnued from Page 4

p.m.,” the Marshall cor­
respondent for the Dallas 
Morning News reported in 
1887.

San Antonio newspaper 
readers had an interesting 
year-end story to ponder in 
January 1889. It had to do 
with an old grandfather 
clock in the home of city 
aldennan J.C. Richey.

“At exactly 12 o ’clock on 
New Year’s eve,” the Dallas 
Morning News later report­
ed, “at the very second 
which marks the (feath of 
the old and the beginning of 
the new year, [the large.

eight-day clock] stopped 
and all efforts to induce it to 
run have been imavailing. It 
ceased work without appar­
ent cause and has evicfently 
determined to remain idle 
so long as it holds together.” 

By the end of the 19th 
century, many Texans 
referred to New Year’s Eve 
as “watch night.”

The more pious gathered 
in churches for “watch 
night” services, while oth­
ers tossed down drinks and 
thought of ways to add to 
the cacophony when the 
cl(Kk struck twelve.

In Denton as 1899 
became 1900, the Dallas 
daily reported that “horns 
were blown, whistles toot­
ed, pistols and guns shot, 
yells given and nearly all

the bells in the city rung, the 
whole conspiring to make a 
most hideous uproar and 
sleep impossible.”

Farther east, in Lamar 
County:

“The New Year was ush­
ered in by the ringing of 
church bells, screeching of 
whistles and the explosion 
of a few giant [fire] crack­
ers. Very few business 
houses were closed during 
the day, however, and the 
bill collectors made their 
usual rounds.”

Some things don’t 
change.

Mike Cox, a member o f  
the Texas Institute o f  
Letters, is the author o f a 
dozen Texas-related books.

not what would further his 
political career,” said John 
Banks, 51, of Calhoun, Ga. 
“I don’t think we have pres­
idents that do that any 
more.”

Banks, who said he was in 
the Air Force wheiT Ford was 
president, drove more than 
10 hours to Washington to 
pay his resjsects.

Jane Keliher, 61, from 
Wichita, Kan., said Ford 
“healed the nation and gave 
up his future as a politician 
to do it.” She described the 
experience of passing by 
Ford’s casket as “just 
beyond words.”

Ford ran for president in 
1976 and lost to Democrat 
Jimmy Carter. Then and 
now, political analysts 
believe the pardon played a 
major — if not the major — 
role in Ford’s defeat.

According to the funeral 
schedule. Ford was to lie in 
state for public viewing 
through Monday. On 
Tuesday morning, his 
remains will rest outside the 
Senate chamber on their 
way' before the ftmeral serv­
ice at Washington National 
Cathedral.

While Saturday’s arrival 
ceremony in the Capitol was 
for dignitaries, Sunday’s 
viewing was for people such 
as Gerald Mitchell, 49, who 
walked around the casket 
with his hat over his heart.

Mitchell was visiting 
Washington with his wife, 
Susan, 43, from College 
Station, Texas.

“It’s our American duty,”

Susan Mitchell said.
Her husband added, “With 

the soldiers standing there I 
felt humble. It was an honor 
... to have that privilege to be 
there. I think he was a good 
president.”

Dan Shirey of Herndon, 
Va., said he was moved, as a 
teenager, by Ford’s declara­
tion that “our long national 
nightmare is over” as Ford 
replaced Nixon ia‘ 1974. 
Shirdy and his family — 
wife Juliet, and son Joshua, 
6, and Nathan, 9 — left 
home at 6:30 a.m. Sunday 
for the chance to view Ford’s 
casket.

“1 think they have to rec­
ognize where they come 
from so when they grow up, 
they understand,” Shirey 
said, explaining he wanted 
his sons to witness history. 
Added his wife: “This is part 
of building up memories 
with our children.”

Jack and Mary Oslund, 
both 67 and from 
Springfield, Va., recalled 
Ford as a president who had

the job thrust upon him in 
the last chapter of Nixon’s 
Watergate scandal.

“1 think what he brought 
back to the White House was 
integrity, trust,” Jack Oslund 
said. “Honesty,” added Mary 
Oslund. “Watergate kind of 
tore the nation apart. It was a 
change of regime, complete­
ly,” she said.

Some visitors said it took 
about an hour to pass 
through security checks and 
make their way past the cas­
ket. Mourners lined up for a 
few blocks, starting near the 
U.S. Botanic Garden at the 
base of Capitol Hill. Some 
people wore blue jeans and 
sweat shirts; others had 
something like their Sunday 
best.

President Bush and his 
wife, Laura, planned to view 
the casket upon their return 
to Washington on Monday 
after spending the holiday at 
their Texas ranch. Bush will 
deliver a eulogy at the cathe-- 
dral service.
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2006 a year of varied events in Pampa
Continued from Page 1

The wildfires, which were 
termed the largest grass fire 
in Texas history, spurred 
other methods of donation, 
including publication of 
“Wildfires March 2006,” a 
24-page color magazine by 
The Pampa News for sale to 
the public, with a portion of 
the proceeds distributed to 
area volunteer fire depart­
ments.

The wildfires also led to a 
lawsuit filed April 10 by the 
Burnett Trust, owners of the 
Four Sixes Ranch, against 
Cano Petroleum. The suit 
claimed that a wildfire on the 
ranch on March 12 that 
destroyed 13,000 of the 
ranch’s acres was caused by 
equipment for which Cano 
was responsible.

Other wildfires also 
burned portions o f Gray 
County in 2006. Blazes bat­
tled during the year included 
more than a dozen, occurring 
on Feb. 1, March 8, March 
17, April 6, and Aug. 2.

The toll might have been 
even higher had not county 
commissioners enacted a 
bum ban on Jan. 3 and kept it 
in effect until July 14. A sec­
ond ban was approved on 
Dec. 15. In both instances, 
sales of aerial fireworks were 
also banned, although the 
City of Pampa’s annual fire­
works display July 4 at 
Recreation Park was allowed 
to be held.

School Bond Election
The issue of whether to 

build a new junior high 
school and renovate the 
existing high school in 
Pampa was decided Nov. 7 
by 4,604 voters living in the 
school district.

A S47 million bond propo­
sition passed by a margin of 
856, with 2,730 in favor of 
the proposal and 1,874 vot­
ing against it in the general 
election.

The current junior high 
school will be used as 
administrative offices and as 
space for maintenance and 
Pampa Learning Center.

Pampa Fligh School will 
gain more science laboratory 
and other classroom space, 
as well as a • new 
k itch en /c a fe te ria /d in in g  
hall/auditorium complex and 
other amenities. The shop 
building will be demolished 
and the space used for park­
ing.

The cost to taxpayers, 
according to information 
provided in a series of meet­
ings concerning the proposed 
construction and renovation, 
will be approximately .36 
per $100 valuation for the 
school bond.

Economic News
Pampa regained a movie

theater when the Cinema 4 
reopened May S in 
Coronado Center. The city 
lost a supermarket and phar­
macy, however, when 
Albertson’s, also in 
Coronado Center, closed its 
doors in August.

Two new businesses in 
Pampa are The Plaza 
Restaurant, which opened 
July 12 in Coronado Center, 
and CVS Pharmacy, which 
is under construction at the 
comer of Kentucky and 
Hobart streets.

Another business which 
had considered coming to 
Pampa but did not do so was 
a national call center, which 
did not move forward with 
plans to occupy the former 
J.C. Penney building after 
no action was taken by the 
economic development cor­
poration concerning the 
company’s requests.

Area residents had a 
chance to select, cut down, 
and transport their own 
Christmas trees in 2006 at a 
new tree farm at the home of 
Lewis and Debbie Davis 
north of Pampa.

One business which suf­
fered reversals in 2006 was 
W&W Fiberglass, which 
lost a building at 207 S. 
Price Road to a fire the 
evening of May 19. The 
building was W & W’s pro­
duction area for manufactur­
ing its fiberglass tanks, and 
housed equipment and 
chemicals used in the manu­
facturing process. Owner 
Wayne Wilson assured 
employees and the commu­
nity that he intended to 
rebuild the facility.

One type of business 
which might find it a little 
harder than before to come 
to Pampa is adult and topless 
businesses, which were 
restricted to certain areas of 
town after the city commis­
sion amended zoning ordi­
nances in August to allow 
such businesses only in light 
and heavy industrial districts 
and only more than 1,000 
feet from schools, churches, 
day care centers, hospitals, 
parks, stadiums and residen­
tial areas. The ordinances 
also require an annual $200 
license fee and criminal 
background check on the 
business owner or owners.

Politics
The only contested race 

for county office in 2006 
ended with a new county 
treasurer who is also the for­
mer county treasurer.

Former treasurer Scott 
Hahn was in a three-way 
race with incumbent Lee 
Comelison and Tory Peet, a 
teacher and coach, in the 
March 7 primary election. A 
runoff was held April 11 
after none of the three gar­
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Shelly Bohannon, left, rural forensic interviewer for The Bridge, and Ofelia Marzal, volunteer coordinator 
for CASA, stand beside a new playhouse built by inmates of the Jordan Unit and delivered in October to 
The Brown Alliance for Children in Pampa.

nered a simple majority of 
the votes cast in the race.

Hahn and Comelison 
faced off in the runoff, with 
Hahn emerging as the win­
ner by a margin of 38 votes. 
All three candidates for the 
office were on the 
Republican ticket, and Hahn 
was unopposed in the Nov. 7 
general election.

Comelison came under 
fire in 2006 after bookl^?^ 
ing errors in his office were 
brought to light through an 
annual outside audit of the 
county’s financial records. 
The auditors’ report stated 
that there were “numerous 
posting errors of cash 
receipts by the treasurer’s 
office” and also “numerous 
errors ... related to state court 
costs.”

The errors led to some 
heated exchanges between 
Comelison and county com­
missioners and to a monthly 
report required of the county 
auditor by the 223rd and 31 st 
District judges. The monthly 
report listed bookkeeping 
errors in the county’s fiifln- 
cial records which were 
attributed to the treasurer’s 
office. The district judges are 
the supervisors of the county 
auditor’s office.

Two new city commis­
sioners were -also elected in 
2006. Bill Allison was elect­
ed to the Ward 2 seat and 
Neil Fulton won the Ward 4 
position in city elections 
May 13.

Allison received 412 votes 
to Dalton Lewis’ 165 for the

r .V

Ward 2 spot. Fulton outdis­
tanced opponent Shirley 
Nicholson with 453 votes to 
Nicholson’s 125.

Allison took the seat 
vacated by Ray Boring, who 
did not file for re-election 
due to his having moved out­
side the ward. Fulton 
replaced 12-year veteran 
Faustina Curry, who chose 
not to seek re-election.

Anyone who cast a ballot 
in Gray County in 2006 had 
a chance to mark their bal­
lots in a new way. Electronic 
voting machines which were 
purchased by the county 
under a new federal mandate 
were available for use for the 
first time in 2006 city, school 
district and county elections.

One Pampan who is mov­
ing in national political cir­
cles is J.B. Horton, who was 
appointed effective July 3 as 
White House liaison for the 
General Services
Administration.

The Pampa native had 
most recently served as 
Special Assistant in the 
White House Liaison Office 
at the State Department. 
Prior to May 2003, Horton 
worked at the Small 
Business Administration, 
within the Office of 
International Trade, manag­
ing activities related to 
SBA’s U.S. Export 
Assistance Centers.

A controversial group 
which had been reborn after 
a November 2005 election 
held its first meeting ii^ 
January. The new Par

Economic Development 
Corporation was voted in by 
a margin of 111 ballots, only 
months after the old EDC’s 
final meeting in March 2005.

Criminals and Crime
It was not a good year for 

some accused of wrongdo­
ing.

Shirley Waller of Pampa 
was sentenced May 24 in 
Amarillo federal court to pay 
$186,871.61 restitution and 
serve 30 months in a federal 
penitentiary on a federal 
charge of false entries by a 
credit union employee. She 
will be on supervised release 
for five years following her 
release from prison.

Waller pled guilty to the 
charge March 15 after being 
indicted Jan. 18 on one count 
of embezzlement and two 
counts of making false 
entries by a federal credit 
union employee.

Waller began working at 
Pampa Teachers Federal 
Credit Union in 1978, and 
held the position of manager 
until December 2002. 
During that time, numerous 
loans were made to Waller’s 
son to fund his computer 
business, followed by at 
least 44 extensions on the 
loans and changes to credit 
union records to indicate that 
the loans were not delin­
quent, according to court 
documents.

Former 3 \ j y  District 
Attorney Rjolr Roach was 
senteij^iroJune 26 to 18 

in a Texas prison on 
state drug charges.

Roach pled guilty to pos­
session of a controlled sub­
stance, methamphetamine, 
in a plea agreement. He had 
been indicted May 17, 2005, 
by a Gray County grand jury 
on state charges of posses­
sion of a controlled sub­
stance with intent to deliver, 
and possession of a con­
trolled substance.

Roach was given credit 
for the 377 days he had 
already served in federal 
prison on a weapons charge. 
His 18-year sentence will 
run concurrently with the 
five years he is serving on 
the federal charge.

Levi King of Missouri 
was indicted March 23 on 
capital murder charges by a 
Gray County grand jury in 
31 St District court in connec­
tion with the Sept. 30, 2005, 
shooting deaths of Brian and 
Michell Conrad, Michell’s 
unborn child, and Zack 
Doan, all of rural Gray 
County.

A ballistics match was 
confirmed in Febrtiary by 
the Texas Department of 
Public Safety between bul­
lets used to kill the Conrad 
family aiid a pistol taken 
from King. King is -also 
accused of the shooting 
deaths of a Pineville, Mo., 
man and woman, one day 
before the Conrads were 
killed.

King’s trial for the Texas 
slayings is expected to occur 
sometime in 2007.

See 2006, Page 7
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I Pam p* N«wa photo by M ARILYN P O W ER S
Dennis Burton, left, was promoted to Aseletant Chief of Police. Presenting him 
with a new badge la Police Chief Trevlyn PItner.

Pam pa N ew t photo by DAVID B O W SER  
Terra Scott, pictured, and sister Breanne Schwiegerath and their husbands 
bought the Cinema 4 in Coroliado Center. After cleaning and refurbishing the 
theater, they opened R up to Pampa residents who have been enjoying movies 
there since May.
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Continued from Page 6

Death row prisoner Hank 
Skinner’s latest appeal for 
federal habeas corpus relief 
was denied Oct. 2 in 
Amarillo federal court. 
Skinner was convicted 
March 22, 1995, in the New 
Year’s Eve 1993 beating 
death of Twila Busby o f 
Pampa and the stabbing 
deaths o#rher two sons at 
their Pampa home. A Tarrant 
County jury in Fort Worth 
sentenced him to death.

Joseph Ridenour, 70, was 
sentenced to 30 years in 
prison after being fpund 
guilty of murder Nov. 13 by 
223rd District Court Judge 
Lee Waters in the shooting 
death of Eva Fritz, 48, in
2003 at her Pampa apart­
ment. Fritz died of two g\m- 
shot wounds, one to the 
chest and one to the neck, 
following an argument with 
Ridenour on July 15, 2003.

Loren Dean Roby, 44, of 
Pampa received one 60-year 
sentence and one 20-year 
sentence April 26 after being 
found guilty in 223rd 
District Court of sexual 
assault and indecency 
charges. The sentences will 
run concurrently, with a min­
imum of 30 years to be 
served before parole is pos­
sible.

Roby, whose first name is 
also spelled “Lorren” in 
some court documents, was 
indicted Oct. 5, 2004, by a 
Gray County grand jury in 
223rd District Court for 
indecency with a child and 
aggravated sexual assault. 
The victim in the aggravated 
sexual assault charge was a 
child.

The aggravated sexual 
assault happened on April 
15, 2004, and the indecency 
occurred on May 26, 2004, 
according to the indictments.

An 8-year-old second- 
grade boy brought an 
unloaded handgun to his 
class at Travis Elementary 
School on Feb. 9. A hearing 
concerning the boy was held 
by Pampa Independent 
School District on Feb. 20.

Federal law on students’ 
right to privacy prevented 
PISD Superintendent Barry 
Haenisch from giving any 
details of the hearing or its 
outcome, he said in a tele­
phone interview after the 
hearing.

The boy had taken a hand- 
gim to school in his back­
pack, and after the teacher 
stepped out of the room, he 
pulled the gun out of the 
backpack and showed it to 
the other students, according 
to Pampa Police Chief 
Trcvlyn Pitner.

No ammunition was 
found in the gtin’s magazine 
or elsewhere in the boy’s 
possession, said Travis 
Principal Doug Rapstine.

The incident prompted the 
formation of a committee to 
address the issue of school 
safety and emergency 
response procedures.

Margaret Stevens, the 
woman whose 11-year-old 
special-needs son was 
removed fixim her custody 
after police found the boy 
alone at a house at 414 E. 
Browning that was filled 
with debris, animal feces and 
urine, dirty clothing and 
trash, was again in court on 
Feb. 8 concerning her son.

Judge Phil Vanderpool 
halved Stevens' visits with 
the child at the February 
hearing after a Department 
of Family and Protective 
Services caseworker-tcati^ 
fied that the boy had done 
much better when v u l^ b h  
was only once per month. 
Stevens had been scheduled 
to visit with her son two 
weekends per month.

Stevens was indicted in 
October 2004 by a Gray 
County grand jury in 223rd 
District Court on a second- 
degree felony charge of 
abandoning a child in con­
nection with the August
2004 incident. She pled 
guilty Nov. 7, 2005, at the 
begitming o f her trial on the 
abandonment charge and

was sentenced to 10 years 
and a $1,000 fine. The 10- 
year sentence was commut­
ed to seven years' probation, 
21 days in Gray County Jail, 
and 240 days of community 
service.

Permanent managing con­
servatorship of the boy was 
given to DFPS by 
Vanderpool in a Dec. 7,2005 
hearing. Testimony at cus­
tody hearings concerning the 
child had disclosed that the 
boy had been living alone at 
the house for one to two 
months, and Stevens would 
bring food to him once or 
twice a week.

Four Pampans were 
arrested bn 31st District 
grand jury indictments 
which were handed up Feb. 
9 concerning the death of 
Cody Randall Best, 17, of 
Pampa.

Penny June Summers, 25; 
Kylie J'nae Winegeart, 18; 
Matthew Wade Hopkins, 37; 
and Terry Gleim Honeycutt, 
37, were arrested Feb. 13 
and charged with 
manslaughter. The indict­
ments state that on Sept. 13, 
2005, each of the four reck­
lessly caused the death of 
Best by failing to seek med­
ical attention for Best in a 
timely manner.

Best was taken to Pampa 
Regional Medical Center on 
Sept. 13. He was uncon­
scious, and died the follow­
ing day. An autopsy showed 
that he died from a lethal 
amount of methampheta- 
mine.

Best's father, Randy Best 
of Chambers County, filed a 
wrongful death lawsuit Feb. 
9, the same day as the indict­
ments were handed up, in 
223rd District Court in 
Pampa against Hopkins and 
Summers in connection with 
the death.

Two men were taken to a 
Lubbock bum center after a 
rolling methamphetamine 
lab reportedly exploded in 
their vehicle July 2 in 
Pampa.

Schuyler Bond Danner, 
22, of Pampa and Joshua 
Lloyd Mullen, 21, of Odessa 
drove to Pampa Regional 
Medical Center about 2 p.m. 
July 2 suffering second- 
degree bums to their bodies, 
according to hospital offi­
cials.

Pampa pplice were called 
to the hospital emergency 
room when medical person­
nel reported the two men 
were being belligerent, and 
Officer Dave Thomas 
smelled ether coming from a 
white 1997 Toyota four-door 
sedan parked near the emer­
gency room entrance. Ether 
is used in the methampheta­
mine manufacturing process.

The two men had no 
explanation for the explo­
sion, but denied cooking 
meth in the vehicle, which 
was registered to Mullen. 
Thomas and Officer Casey 
Ingersoll, both qualified 
meth lab technicians, found 
evidence in the car to lead 
them to believe it was a 
mobile meth lab. ,

Addifibitftl ei^erice was_ 
found July 3 when a farmer 
found paraphernalia used in 
making methamphetamine. 
A Wal-Mart receipt also 
found showed purchase of 
some items that could be 
used in the process. 
Videotapes from Wal-Mart 
security cameras taken at the 
time the receipt was generat­
ed showed the two men 
making purchases of items 
that are used in meth labs, 
according to a police depart­
ment press release.

TWb Pampans were arrest­
ed Feb. 5 on warrants for 
credit card abuse in connec­
tion with thefts of mail at 
Pampa Post Office which 
had occurred the previous 
December.

Christopher Shane Nolte, 
31, and Tina Marie 
Williams, 34, were each 
attempting to use a stolen 
credit card, according to 
information from Gray 
County Sheriffs Office. The 
two cards had been reported 
stolen from the post office.

Zachary Taylor Wilson,

20, of Pampa was arrested 
Jan. 18 on the felony charge 
of theft of mail in connection 
with the post office thefts. 
He was booked into Gray 
County Jail and subsequent­
ly transferred to a federal 
detention facility.

A large amount of mail 
addressed to Pampa post 
office boxes was found in 
Wilson's apartment after a 
search was conducted, fri 
connection with complaints 
from local citizens about 
missing mail.

Two Amarilloans and one 
Pampan were arrested hi 
connection with a home 
invasion and armed robbery 
which occurred May 21 at a 
home in the 1100 block of 
East Francis.

Adam Refugio Aguilar, 
24, of Amarillo was arrested 
July 29. Carlos Jose 
Cordova, 25, of Pampa was 
arrested July 31. Davey 
Enriquez, 33, of Amarillo 
was arrested Aug. 3. All 
three were arrested in 
Amarillo and charged with 
aggravated robbery.

A husband and wife and 
their 8-year-old grandchild 
were in the home at the time 
of the robbery. The adults 
were forced to lie on the 
floor, and the child ran to a 
back room and locked the 
door.

The suspects allegedly 
demanded money from the 
victims, and when the adult 
male apparently did not 
move fast enough for the 
robbers, one of them fired a 
shot. None of the victims 
was injured. The robbers 
reportedly took a bank bag 
with $4,000 cash from the 
home.

Another armed robbery by 
three males occurred at 3:44 
a.m. Aug. 8 at Allsup's, 1900 
N. Hobart.

Surveillance camera video 
recorded at the time showed 
three men with their faces 
covered who entered the 
store and showed the clerk a 
handgun. They were given 
an unreported amount of 
cash and took an unknown 
amount of consumable 
goods, which may have 
included fuel. The three left 
in a white Ford F-150 pick­
up.

One inmate o f Gray 
County Jail escaped from a 
work detail at about 3 a.m. 
Dec. 22 and was last thought 
to have been seen in the 
vicinity o f Schwan's Fine 
Foods and Halliburton 
Energy Services, both on 
County Road 12 1/2 off 
Highway 60, east of Pampa.

William Carl Troglin, 41, 
of Zephyrhills, Fla., was in 
jail on charges of theft over 
$50 and under $500 and hav­
ing a wrong or fictitious 
license plate, both misde­
meanor charges.

Troglin is thought to have 
left the area, according to a 
GCSO news release.

Criminal mischief
occurred around the city all 
year and proved especially 
¿ostly when a new vehicle at 
Fenton Motor Company was 
torched.

A curfew for minors 
which might help curb some 
incidents of crime went into 
effect May 24. A nightly cur­
few between midnight and 6 
a.m. was imposed on minors 
aged 16 years and younger. 
Fines for offenders can run 
as high as $500.

Junked and abandoned 
vehicles were targeted by the 
city in a continuing effort to 
improve Pampa’s appear­
ance. Enforcement of city 
ordinances concerning the 
vehicles kept Pampa Police 
Officer Donny Brown busy. 
In one three-week period, he 
stickered 52 junked and 
abandoned vehicles. Owners 
are required to move the 
vehicles out of sight within a 
certain time period; if they 
do not do so, the vehicles are 
subject to towing to an 
impound yard.

Mother Natarc
A pit bull became u fugi­

tive from the law after he 
was '^sprung'’ from Pampa 
Animal Shelter on March 16.

The dog was being held

for observation and had'been 
ordered destroyed after it had 
attacked two boys in the area 
of the 200 block of North 
Faulkner.

A municipal hearing 
March 16, the tenth day of 
the dog's quarantine, resulted 
in the dog's death sentence. It 
was to be euthanized imme­
diately, but was still alive 
when it was stolen from the 
shelter that night. The dog's 
16-year-old owner was 
detained by police officers in 
coimection with the burglary, 
in which the dog was the 
only animal taken.

The dog was located and 
captured March 26 in Tulsa, 
Okla., and placed in quaran­
tine there after it had bitten a 
juvenile at a Tulsa business. 
The pit bull was euthanized 
April 5 in Tulsa following 
the 10-day Oklahoma quar­
antine.

Rattlesnakes became more 
of a problem than usual dur­
ing the summer months for 
area residents. Pampa 
Animal Control officers 
were receiving one to two 
snake calls a day in June and 
July concerning invasion by 
the reptiles into residential 
and business areas of the 
city.

„The climate and every­
thing seems to fall into place 
for them this year,%o Bums 
said. „1 would assume that 
the mouse population must 
be up, because snakes eat 
mice. 1 really can't put my 
finger on any one reason.%o

Trees were in the news in 
2006. A dying 90-year-old 
honey locust tree in front of 
White Deer Land Museum,
116 S. Cuyler, was cut down 
Sept. 25.

Locust trees at Lovett 
Memorial Library, 111 N. 
Houston, were given a 
reprieve. Complaints about 
the trees' seedpods littering 
library grounds and clogging 
rain gutters, and the trees' 
branches breaking off, were 
heard by Pampa city com­
missioners in September and 
October.

Friends of the Library had 
suggested removing the trees 
and replacing them with oth­
ers placed in better locations 
on the library's grounds, but 
commissioners compro­
mised by deciding to have 
the locust trees trimmed and 
remaining alert for any signs 
that the seedpods are clog­
ging rain gutters or the trees' 
roots are breaking up side­
walks.

Twenty trees in Gray 
County were given the death 
sentence by the Texas 
Department of
Transportation as part of 
their HazSrd Elimination 
Safety Project.

The final proposal was 
presented at a meeting June 
22 in Pampa Community 
Building. The original plan, 
unveiled in May 2004, was 
to fell 1,185 trees along 147 
miles of Highways 60 and 83 
in Gray, Hemphill, 
Lipscomb, Ochiltree and 
Roberts counties.

Area residents protested 
long and loud when the plan 
was announced, and public 
pressure resulted in TxDOT 
amending its plan to remove 
93 trees, including the 20 in 
Gray County.

Summer and winter 
storms caused damage at 
some Pampa and area loca­
tions.

High winds from a severe 
thunderstorm which moved 
across Gray Coimty June 16 
left more than a thousand 
Xcel Energy customers with­
out electricity for up to 24 
hours, while damage to trees, 
residences and other struc­
tures was also reported. 
Damage to trees and roofr 
was common, and some 
business signs were also 
damaged by the winds.

Rain water pooled on the 
roof of Horace Mann 
Elementary School in the 
400 block of North Faulkner, 
and a portion of the roof col­
lapsed the week of June 23.

Wintry precipitation also 
took its toll in the Pampa 
area. An ice storm on Dec.
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Country singer Michael Martin Murphey auto­
graphed a guitar for Ana Wilson of Midland, who 
traveled to Pampa to attend Murphey’s "Burned 
But Not Burned Out” concert in June. The concert, 
held at Clyde Carruth Pavillion in Recreation Park, 
was a benefit performance to raise funds for volun­
teer fire departments that fought the March and 
April wildfires.

19 resulted in broken water 
mains which prompted city 
officials to ask Pampa resi­
dents to boil tap water to be 
used for cooking and drink­
ing until laboratory analysis 
o f the city's water showed no 
contamination.

Tree limbs throughout the 
city were broken off by their 
icy burdens, and city crews 
have begun cleaning up the 
felled limbs on city property. 
A one-time pickup of limbs 
placed at curbside in resi­
dential areas is slated for 
after the first of the year, 
according to city officials.

Good News
Cabot’s Pampa Plant, 

which formed a one-year 
partnership with Austin 
Elementary School at the 
beginning of the 2004-2005 
school year, donated 
$23,000 in February to 
develop a computer lab that 
would benefit students and 
teachers at Austin.

The contribution, funded 
through the Cabot 
Corporation Foundation, 
was to provide updated com­
puter hardware and software 
that would be used to 
improve the education 
process at Austin. It was also 
to be equipped with 
advanced teaching software, 
giving the teachers new tools 
to help raise the academic 
standard.

The idea for the computer 
lab came out of a brain­
storming session between 

~7he 3'chool principal and 
teachers and Cabot represen­
tatives.

Expanded treatment for 
cardiac patients at Pampa 
Regional Medical Center 
began when Dr. Steve Silver, 
41 new cardiologist at the 
hospital, installed a stent in 
an artery here in 2006, a first 
for Pampa.

Silver, who has installed 
almost 2,000 stents in a 
career that spans more than 
25 years, installed five heart 
stents and one leg stent in a 
one-week period shortly 
after starting at PRMC.

The ability to oftter stent 
insertion and balloon angio­
plasty at PRMC to open up 
arteries is beneficial to local 
residents. Silver said.

because of the time factor.
Some patients would not 

do as well if they had to wait 
for transfer to Amarillo, and 
the delay can even be life- 
threatening, Silver said.

Improvements to M.K. 
Brown Civic Auditorium 
were OK’d by city commis­
sioners June 27. The city had 
budgeted $ 101,000 for work 
to bring the exterior of the 
building and surrounding 
environs into compliance 
with federal disability laws.
M. K. Brown Foundation 
contributed a grant of 
$32,000 for the work.

West Texas Landscape’s 
bid of $130,444.06 was 
accepted to create new 
entrances on the north and 
south; replace concrete 
islands, curbs and gutter; and 
lay down asphalt paving.

City officials also planned 
to replace outside light poles 
at the auditorium.

Services for abused chil­
dren in the area were 
brought closer to home in 
August when The Brown 
Alliance for Children, 315
N. Ballard, opened its doors. 
The alliance’s grand opening 
was Nov. 17.

The Brown Alliance hous­
es CASA of the High Plains 
and local services of The 
Bridge Children’s Advocacy 
Center of Amarillo.

CASA, or Court 
Appointed > Special 
Advocates, trains communi­
ty volunteers to advocate for 
the best interest of abused 
and neglected children who 
have been removed from 
their homes. CASA volun­
teers help provide represen­
tation for the children in 
court.

The Bridge allows law 
enforcement, child protec­
tive services, prosecutors, 
and the mental health and 
medical communities to 
work together to best serve 
victims of child abuse and 
child sexual assault. Its serv­
ices include recording inter­
views by trained interview­
ers of abused children for 
forensic purposes and pro­
viding a place where trained 
medical personnel may 
examine sexually abused 
children.
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Dear Abby.
By Paulin« & Jeann« PhHIlps

DEAR READERS: Rise and shine, my 
fhends, and welcome a brand-new year! 
This is our chance for a new beginning. It 
is the day we discard destructive old habits 
for healthy new ones. With that in mind, I 
am printing Dear Abby*s often-requested 
list of New Year's resolutions -  adapted by 
my mother from the original credo of Al- 
Anon.

JUST FOR TODAY: I will gather the 
courage to do what is right and take 
responsibility for my own actions.

And now, Dear Readers, I would like to 
share an item that was sent to me by I.J. 
Bhatia, who lives in New Delhi, India:

JUST FOR TODAY-. I will live through this 
day only. I will not brood about yesterday 
or obsess about tomorrow. I will not set far- 
reaching goals or try to overcome all of my 
problems at once. 1 know that I can do 
something for 24 hours that would over­
whelm me if I had to keep it up for a life­
time.
JUST FOR TODAY: I will be happy. I will 
not dwell on thoughts that depress me. If 
my mind fills with clouds, I will chase 
them away and fill it with sunshine.
JUST FOR TODAY: I will accept what is. I 
will face reality. I will correct those things 
1 can correct, and accept those I cannot. 
JUST FOR TODAY: I will improve my 
mind. I will read something that requires 
effort, thought and concentration. I will not 
be a mental loafer.
JUST FOR TODAY: I will make a con­
scious effort to be agreeable. I will be kind 
and courteous to those who cross my path, 
and I'll not speak ill of others. I will 
improve my appearance, speak softly, and 
not interrupt when someone else is talking. 
Just for today, 1 will refrain from improv­
ing anybody but myself 
JUST FOR TODAY: 1 will do something 
positive to improve my health. If I'm a 
smoker, I'll quit. If I am overweight, I will 
eat healthfully — if only just for today. And 
not only that, 1 will get off the couch and 

rtoke « brisk walk, even if  it's only around 
the block.

DEAR ABBY: This year, no resolutions, 
only some guidelines. The Holy Vedas say, 
'Man has subjected himself to thousands of 
self-inflicted bondages. Wisdom comes to 
a man who lives according to the true eter­
nal laws of nature.' "The following prayer 
of Saint Francis contains a powerful mes­
sage:

"'Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace.
"'Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
"'Where there is injury, pardon;
"'Where there is doubt, faith.
"'Where there is despair, hope;
'"Where there is darkness, light;
"'Where there is sadness, joy.
"'O Divine Master, grant that I may not as 
much seek to be consoled as to console; 
"To be loved as to love.
"'For it is in giving that we are pardoned; 
"'It is in dying that we are bom to eternal 
life."

May we finally find peace and joy in this 
New Year. To one and all, a happy, healthy 
and prosperous 2007. — Love, Abby.

Crossword Puzzle Marmaduke

county

CROSSWORD
B y THOM AS JO S EP H  
A C R O SS 48 English
I  Peered 
6 Bouncing

ball game DOWN
I I  Visibly 

stunned
12 Lacking 

company
13 Ok) photo 

tint
14 Nation on 

the Red 
Sea

15 Snatch
17 Track act
18 The Enter­

prise, e g .
22 Com Belt 

state
23 Out of bed 
27 Golf

course 
harards

29 Plow pio­
neer John

30 Willie

BE RE Tl
ALAKE
LATE X
S 1 E S
AND B

1 Neon, for 
one

2 Get older
3 Use a ray- 

gun on
4 Literary 

quotes
5 Loved 

ones
6 Crow's 

cousin

w
1 TW1 T
DEP 0 T
EM1 LE
s P E E D

1970 film 
20 Not at 

home
7 Pub drink 21 Some

Saturday's answer
19 Tripled, a 31 Actor

■fTÍITÍI

8 Part 
maker

9 Patella's 
place

10 Posted 
16 Sound of

insight 
18 U ses a 

chair

charts
24 Scorch
25 Niagara's 

source
26 Jodie 

Foster 
movie

28 Second 
stories

Brynner
34 Quite 

impressed
35 Bam area
36 Lotion 

add-in
37 Craps 

need
40 Mover's 

truck
42 — Alamos
43 Employ
44 Gender

“It w as here C h ristm as nxirning. I don't have a 
clue w here It cam e from.”

The Family C ircus 
THE FAMILY CIHCÜS By Bil Keane

Mays
catch-
phrase

32 Author 
Sheehy

33 Nut 
collector

35 Young 
fellow

38 Ann bone
39 Martini 

garnish
41 Top grade
45 Conver­

gence- 
based

46 Question 
of owner­
ship

47 Adoles­
cents

new cnOSSWOK) BOOK! SmlMTSIcHaiWm o.)«) nnm JOMOli Bo* 1. ro an S3t47S. Oilnh) R 3»S3447;
7 e 9 IQ

12

14

“ ■

m ■

38 40

4 6

4 7 ‘Yesterday was the sxpiratlon date 
...................idar.”for this calenc

Flo & Friends

'W te o o se T w  \ |
vieHXsHE«Ncfie

}

■p MieyTMOTiC 
ctnc,iw'fö(5 UKE
KfS0«eoFHUMC«!

TFT«PC*»TC«Al.W|-m Y X  kWOW I  SHOULD T6U- 
<5u* íalvüa0hinsií10A, nezivergcsupftsCDTb
MtOCflEtZAnONWILU/ NOT

^  A tt^ v ‘'ReflsLATioNs;Kf IT ! «uTfpoN fr
WANT

'.3H

For Better Or For Worse

lU e e t  
-> c

.CNlietveHse AM^

M .
leseiHey- I v«ie'Kfc —  ■ rwK.y - '

6Hg'av*wri&'HrWKj

AMD

V

Zits

a m ^ ,m 7 y
PWS.I 

THlMKm 
A Lirrî  
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Broncos comerback shot and killed in drive-by
DENVER (AP) — 

Denver Broncos comerback 
Darrent Williams was shot 
and killed in a drive*by 
shooting in downtown 
Denver early this morning.

Team spokesman Jim 
Saccomano said police 
called him about 3 a.m. from 
the scene of the shooting and 
told him three people had 
been’shot and that Williams 
had been killed.

A little after 2 a.m., a 
white Hummer limousine

was sprayed with bullets 
from a vehicle that pulled up 
along its side, said Sonny 
Jackson, spokesman for the 
Denver Police Department.

Three people in the limou­
sine were hit and were taken 
to area hospitals, where one 
man was pronounced dead, 
Jackson said. The other man 
and woman who were shot 
were not identified.

Jackson said police were 
searching for the suspects 
and interviewing witnesses.

“We have no motive yet,” 
Jackson said. “We’re hoping 
to talk with witnesses to find 
out where they were coming 
fix>m, and that might give us 
some clues.”

Saccomano said he spoke 
with coach Mike Shan^an 
and others in the organiza­
tion.

“Complete shock. We’re 
speechless. It takes words 
away. A terrible tragedy,” 
Saccomano said.

Hours before the shooting,

the Broncos lost to San 
Francisco 26-23 in overtime, 
eliminating them from the 
playoff race.

The 24-year-oId Williams 
finished the season with 88 
tackles, ^8 of them solo, and 
four interceptions.

He was a second-round 
pick in the 2005 draft and 
started nine games as a rook­
ie due to injuries. This sea­
son, he took over as the 
starter for Lenny Walls 
alongside Champ Bailey,

and was second on the team 
with four interceptions and 
tied for third with 86 tackles.

On Sunday against the 
49ers, he had three tackles 
and returned two punts for 
50 yards before leaving the 
game with a shoulder injury 
late in the second half

The alumnus of O.D. 
Wyatt High School in Fort 
Worth, Texas, played four 
seasons at Oklahoma State, 
where he was a 2003 All-Big 
12 selection. He totaled II

Cowboys top off ugly month with loss to Detroit
IRVING, Texas (AP) — The 

Dallas Cowboys ended 2006 the 
same way they began it: with a 
deflating loss to a bad team, the 
identical reAsrd and big questions.

Except there’s one big differ­
ence. The Cowboys are going to the 
playoffs this time, no matter how 
poorly they’ve played the last 
month.

The Cowboys blew their last 
chance to stay alive in the NFC 
East race and build some much- 
neeeded momentum for the play­
offs with a 39-31 loss Sunday to 
Detroit.

“We didn’t want to go into the 
playoffs like this,” nose tackle 
Jason Ferguson said.

“We are definitely going in back­
wards from the way we wanted to,” 
Tony Romo said. “We may not 
scare anyone right now. We win a 
game or two and that will change.”

With consecutive losses for the 
first time this season, the Cowboys 
(9-7) open the playoffs Saturday at 
Seattle.

Detroit (3-13) lost by winning, 
giving up the No. 1 overall pick by 
scoring its most points since the 
2003 opener. Jon Kitna was 28-of- 
42 passing for 306 yards and four 
touchdowns, two to Roy Williams.

The final day of 2006 was 
marked by repeated mistakes by

Romo, the Pro Bowler who had an 
interception and lost two of his four 
fumbles, and a couple of huge mis- 
cues by comerback Terence 
Newman that overshadowed his 
56-yard punt return for a TD. 
Newman’s personal foul wiped out 
an interception return for a score on 
the game’s first snap, and he 
muffed an earlier punt that led to a 
Detroit touchdown.

'This is pretty low. I 
am just disappointed. 

This is what I have been 
doing all these years. O f  
course I take it personal'

— Bill Parcells
Cowboys Head Coach

Back on New Year’s Day 2006, 
the Cowboys were lifeless in a 20- 
10 season-ending loss to a St. Louis 
team that had lost four straight 
games. Dallas had been eliminated 
from the playoffs by g a n ^  played 
earlier that day.

Now, like then, there are ques­
tions about whether coach Bill 
Parcells is coming back. He’s still

got at least one more game left.
“This is pretty low. 1 am just dis­

appointed,” Parcells said. “This is 
my life. This is what 1 have been 
doing all these years. Of course, I 
take it personal.”

The Cowboys have a short week 
to get things straightened out, or it 
could be another one-and-done in 
the playoffs like 2003 in Parcells’ 
first season.

“It’s not about tiuning it around 
now,” he said. “We just have to play 
a good game. I believe in the play­
ers, and I do think we can do some 
things well, but just this last couple 
of weeks here we have not done 
them the way I hoped we would.”

The Cowboys have allowed 132 
points the last four games, the exact 
amount they gave up the previous 
eight games. And they lost all three 
games at home during that stretch.

Roy Williams caught the first 
two TDs for Detroit, a great one 
that withstood replay and another 
with 2 seconds left in the first half 
Mike Williams caught a 21-yarder 
that put Detroit ahead for good and 
Mike Furrey punctuated his TD by 
firing the football into a plastic 
Cowboys login behind the end zone, 
knocking it off the wall and putting 
a crack in it.

“1 didn’t think the star would 
come down,” he said. “I didn’t

want to do that. But all the guys 
enjoyed it.”

The Raiders did, too. Now 
Oakland gets the top overall pick 
and the Lions will go second.

Detroit last week botched the 
final play with a chance to beat 
NFC-leading Chicago.

This time, Detroit made the final 
play, stuffing a fourth-down scram­
ble by Romo. He also was stopped 
on a first-down run and forced to 
throw incompletions on second and 
third downs.

“It feels good to end the season 
like this,” comerback Dre Bly said. 
“In past games, other teams came 
back and made plays. Today, we 
were the last team on the field.”

Dallas led by one several times, 
including Newman with the first 
punt return for a touchdown since 
2001 and Terrell Owens catching a 
56-yard pass for a 31-30 advantage 
with 8:09 left.

That play capped a 99-yard drive* 
that was highlighted by Romo los­
ing the ball in his own end zone, 
picking it up and throwing to 
Owens for 17 yards.

But the Lions answered with 
Mike Williams’ TD and Romo fum­
bled on his very next snap. That led c' 
to Jason Hanson’s fourth field goal 
of the game and an eight-point 
Detroit lead with 2:58 left.

interceptions and scored 
three touchdowns on punt 
returns for the Cowboys.

Chosen 56th overall in the 
2005 NFL Draft, Williams 
made an immediate impact 
on the Broncos. He remained 
an off-season Fort Worth 
resident.

Players and coaches are 
off Monday. They were 
scheduled to meet Tuesday 
before heading home for the 
offseason.

NoNowitdd, 
No Problem

DENVER (AP) - Josh 
Howard had 28 points and 
17 rebounds to lead the 
Mavericks to their 10th 
straight victory, 89-85 over 
the Denver Nuggets on 
Sunday night.

“I was trying to stay 
aggressive,” Howard said. 
“But it was more of a matter 
of me going out there and 
■playing my great game.”

Howard has scored 20 or 
more points in 10 his past 17 
games while averaging 23 
points.

“This is the top,” Dallas 
coach Avery Johnson said. 
“We could easily have found 
an excuse for this game.”

Howard had nine points in 
the fourth quarter and made 
a key basket in the last 
minute. Jason Terry scored 
nine of his 21 points in the 
final period for the 
Mavericks, missing star Dirk 
Nowitzki because of a sinus 
infection.

Allen Iverson had 28 
{^Ints and eight assists for 

.’Demvr. Mlarcus Camby fttd
13 points and 13 rebounds in 
his first game back after 
missing four games because 
of a broken finger.

rpa '7 f in  Texans survive pre-game warmups to defeat Browns
B  HOUSTON (AP) — on Sunday. game even started. seen what I saw ii

By The Associated Press
Coaches with 700 victories who have spent a minimum of 

10 seasons in Division I with last school worked at listed (x- 
active, records through games of Dec. 31, 2006):

1. Dean Smith, North Carolina 879
1. x-Bob Knight, Texas Tech 879
3. Adolph Rupp, Kentucky 876
4. Jim Phelan, Mt. St. Mary’s, Md. 830
5. Eddie Sutton, Oklahoma State 798
6. Lefty Driesell, Georgia State 786
7. Lou Henson, New Mexico State 779
8. x-Lute Olson, Arizona 772
9. x-Mike Krzyzewski, Duke 765
10. Henry Iba, Oklahoma State 764
11. Ed Diddle, Western Kentucky 759
12. Phog Allen, Kansas 746
13. x-Jim Calhoun, Connecticut 744
14. John Chaney, Temple 741
15. x-Jim Boeheim, Syracuse 737
16. Jerry Tarkanian, Fresno State 729
17. Norm Stewart, Missouri 728
18. Ray Meyer, DePaul 724
19. Don Haskins, Texas-El Paso 719

HOUSTON (AP) 
Houston’s Anthony Maddox 
swatted the ball out of 
Charlie Frye’s hand and 
pounced on it. The 6-foot-1, 
295-pound defensive tackle 
lied on the turf for a moment, 
got up once he realized no 
one had touched him and 
lumbered 47 yards for the 
end zone.

The ugly touchdown was 
a perfect fit in the Texans’ 
less-than-aesthetic 14-6 win 
over the Cleveland Browns

on Sunday.
“1 ran out of gas at about 

the 30-yard line,” Maddox 
said. “1 was just thinking: 
’Where can I find some ener­
gy?’ I thought someone 
wanted to tackle me, but no 
one wanted to tackle me.” 

The Texans (6-10) have 
back-to-back victories for 
the first time in two years 
and won their season finale 
for the first time ever.

But it wasn’t a pretty sight 
— and that was before the

game even started.
Ron Dayne, who rushed 

for a career-high 153 yards 
and two touchdowns against 
Indianapolis on Christmas 
Eve, twisted his ankle in pre­
garne warmups and spent the 
entire game standing on the 
sideline, holding his helmet 
at his side. Tight end Jeb 
Putzier also got hurt before 
the game, breaking his foot 
running a route.

“I’ve been doing this a 
long time and I ain’t never

what I saw m 
warmups,” said Texans 
coach Gary Kubiak. “1 think 
the guys were stunned at 
what happened.”

The Texans mustered only 
70 yards and three first 
downs in the first half and 
trailed 3-0 at the break.

Kubiak ripped his team at 
halftime and the Texans 
opened the third quarter with 
their best drive of the game, 
a 9-play touchdown march 
that gave them a 7-3 lead.
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" HAPPY NEW YEAR!" That greeting will be said and heard for at least the 
first couple of weeks as a new year gets under way. But the day celebrated as 
New Year's Day in modern America was not always january 1.

ANCIENT NEW YEARS... The celebration of the new year is the oldest of all 
holidays. It was first observed in ancient Babylon about 4000 years i^o. In the 
years around 2000 BC, the Babylonian New Year began with the first New Moon 
(actually the first visible cresent) after the Vernal Equinox (first day of spring). 
The beginning of spring is a logical time to start a new year. After all, it is the sea­
son of rebirth, of planting new crops, and of blossoming. January 1, on the other 
hand, has no astronomical nor agricultural significance. It is purely arbitrary.

The Babylonian new year celebration lasted for eleven days. Each day had its own particular mode of celebration, but it is safe to say that modern New Year's 
Eve festivities pale in comparison.
The Romans continued to observe the new year in late March, but their calendar was continually tampered with by various emperors so that the calendar soon 
became out of synchronization with the sun.
In order to set the calendar right, the Roman senate, in 153 BC, declared january 1 to be the beginning of the new year. But tampering continued until Julius 
Caesar, in 46 BC, established what has come to be known as the Julian Calendar. It again established January 1 as the new year. But in order to synchronize the 
calendar with the sun, Caesar had to let the previous year drag on for 445 days.

NEW YEAR TRADITIONS... Other traditions of the season include the making of New Year's resolutions. That tradition also dates back to the early 
Babylonians. Popular modern resolutions might include the promise to lose weight or quit smoking. The early Babylonian's most popular resolution was to 
return borrowed farm equipment.
The Tournament of Roses Parade dates back to 1866. In that year, members of th^Valley Hunt Club decorated their carriages with flowers. It celebrated the 
ripening of the orange crop in California. . . . . .  lu. > -
Although the Rose Bowl football game was first played as a part of the Tournament of Roses in 1902, it was replaced by Roman chariot races the following year. 
In 1916, the football game returned as the sports centerpiece of the festival.
The tradition of using a baby to signify the new year was begun in Greece around 600 BC. It was their tradition at that time to celebrate their god of wine, 
Dionysus, by parading a baby in a basket, representing the annual rebirth of that god as the spirit of fertility. Early Egyptians also used a baby as a symbol of 
rebirth.
Although the early Christians denounced the practice as pagan, the popularity of the baby as a symbol of rebirth forced the Church to reevaluate its position. 
The Church finally allowed its members to celebrate the new year with a baby, which was to symbolize the birth of the baby Jesus.
The use of an image of a baby with a New Years banner as a symbolic representation of the new year was brought to early America by the Germans. They had 
used the effigy since the fourteenth century.

FOR LUCK IN THE NEW YEAR... Traditionally, it was thought that one could affect the luck they would have throughout the coming year by what they 
did or ate on the first day of the year. For that reason, it has become common for folks to celebrate the first few minutes of a brand new year in the company 
of family and friends. Parties often last into the middie of the night after the ringing in of a new year. It was once believed that the first visitor on New Year's 
Day would bring either good luck or bad luck the rest of the year. It was particularly lucky if that visitor happened to be a tall dark-haired man.
Traditional New Year foods are also thought to bring luck. Many cultures believe that anything in the shape of a ring is good luck, because it symbolizes "com­
ing full circle," completing a year's cycle. For that reason, the Dutch believe that eating donuts on New Year's Day will bring good fortune.
Many parts of the U.S. celebrate the new year by consuming black-eyed peas. These legumes are typically accompanied by either hog jowls or ham. Black-eyed 
peas and other legumes have been considered good luck in many cultures. The hog, and thus its meat, is considered lucky because it symbolizes prosperity. 
Cabbage is another "good luck" vegetable that is consumed on New Year's Day by many. Cabbage leaves are also considered a sign of prosperity, being repre­
sentative of paper currency. In some regions, rice is a lucky food that is eaten on New Year's Day.

AULD LANG SYNE... The song, "Auid Lang Syne,” playing in the background, is sung at the stroke of midnight in almost every English-speaking country 
in the world to bring in the new year. At least partially written by Robert Bums in the 1700's, it was first published in 1796 after Bums' death. Early variations 
of the song were sung prior to 1700 and inspired Burns to produce the modem rendition. An old Scotch tune, "Auld Lang Syne" literally means "old long ago," 
or simply, "the good old days."

WARREN CHISUM
STATE REPRESENTATIVE PARSLEYS
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ADVERTISING M ateri­
al to be placed in tbe 
Pampa Ncwa, M UST be 
placed through tbe Pam- 
pa New« Office Only

14d C a rjen U ji^

Carpentry, Rooflng, Re­
placement Window«, steel 
siding & trim. Continuous 
gutters. Jerry Nicholas 
669-9991, 662-8169

O V E R B A D  DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con- 
stniction. Call 669-6347.

14e Carjet Serv.

R elian t  
F a m ily  n f  

r o m p a n ie «  
R elian t

T r a n a p o rta tlo n
D o C f l l :

R elia n t G age«

Rehaot needs a variety 
of personnel to meet our 
expansion needs. Join­
ing our company or 
working with us ax a 
customer, we seek to es- 
tablixb win /  win solu­
tions.
What you can expect is: 
Industry leading pay in 
a range from $45,000 to 
$7Si)00, No 24 hour 
call, local hauling

A com pany w here
fa m ily  coiin ta!

Requiemema: CDL
with tanker & Hazmat 
6ador«emeiit«. 2 yean  

evant A veri^M e  
work history.

Type positions availa­
ble: Driven, Team
Driven, Mechanics, 
Supervisory personnel

CALLM S-399-0SW

IS minutes o f  your time 
could result in a lifetime 

wer. You will nr 
loolt for another job if 
you call!____________

EXPERIENCED morning 
cook needed. Apply at 
Granny's Home Cookin', 
328 E Frederic. No phone 
calls!!
L.V.N. for 3 -i I is needed, 
at St. aim's Nursing 
Home. Excellent benefits 
plus shift differential. 
Panhandle 537-3194.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv­
ice, carpets, upholstery, 
walls, ceilings. Quality 
doesn't cost...It pays! No 
steam used. Bob Marx 
owner-operator. 665- 
3541, or from out of 
town, 800-536-5341.

14h G«n. S«rv.
COX Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or build 
new. Free estimates. Call 
669-7769.

HOUSE Cracking? In 
bricks or walls? Childers 
Brothen, Inc. 800-299- 
9563,806-352-9563

CERAMIC tile work. Re­
modeling floor, shower, 
kitchen. Texture, painting, 
dry wall. Free esti. Call 
665-3453 leave message, 
Jesus Barraza.

JACK'S Plumbing & 
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos­
ter, 665-7115. Fauceu, 
plumbing supplies, new 
constr., repair, remodel­
ing, sewer /  drain clean­
ing. septK systems instal­
led. Visa/MC

Larry Baker 
Plumbing

Heating/ Air Conditioning 
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully 
mvestigate adverbsements 
which require payment in 
advance for information, 
services or goods.

EXP. Maintenance person 
needed. Must have own 
tools. Call to apply 665- 
4274 or 806-433-6939

FULL ft  Part-Time. 
Janitorial Serv. taking 
appU. Dr. liccnac rcq. 
WUI train. 665-2M 7, 
665-3144 or «69-9IIM.

WE pay you cash to lose 
up to 20 lbs in the next 

30 days. Call today 
1-800-211-0085

hrMlom. UC

W e Have M o v ed / 
stop by and  see our 

new p la ce  at 
1327 N. Hobart.

Apply Online Today at 
WWW.issMc.com 
806.665.2991

No Fees lo Applicants EBO Emptoyw

D.E. CHASE, INC. 
1445 S. Barnes 

Pampa, Tx.

TRUCK D RIVE R S  
W ANTED

5 days on / 2 days off 
Medical & Dental Ins. 

Uniforms
Monthly Safety Bonus 

Retirement Plan

Requirements: 
CLASS A CDL 
DOT Physical 

Tanker Endorsement

Must pass 
DOT Drug Screen

Apply In person 
NO PHONE CALLS!
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The Pampa Economic 
Development Corpora­
tion is now accepting re­
sumes for the position of 
Executive Director. 
Qualifications; strong 
marketing. salesman­
ship, organizational and 
leadership skills: college 
degree preferred, may 
substitute a minimum of 
7 years o f  direct related 
experience. Salary: 65k 
plus benefits, depending 
on qualifications. Mail 
resume to Panhandle 
Worksouice. 1224 N 
Hobart Ste. 101, Pampa, 
TX 79065, attn. Kathy 
C ou. Resumes accepted 
until February 1, 2007 or 
until position is filled. 
Pampa EDC is an Equal 
Opportunity Employar.

2 n W g W a n t e ^ ^

W EEKEND R.N. it 
needed at St. Ann's Nurs­
ing Home in Panhandle, 
537-3194.

iO N IC DRIVE4N Is 
now accuptinfl appll- 
cationa for doponda- 
bla, maturu, anthuai- 
aatlc, Mandly cruw- 

mambara for all 
ahifla, all poationa. 

Naad aarly craw  
taam for naw 6AM 
opaning. Apply In- 
paraon at 1404 Ho­

bart EOE

OUTREACH Health 
Services is hiring provid­
ers. Please call Cathy I- 
800-800-0697 or 806- 
373-0986.

la now taking 
applicatlona for

HOME
PROVIDER
(PAMPA AREA)

CA LL
1-800-692-3301

OR
Apply In paraon aL 

1201 N.Hobart, 
Spaca D

(Coronado Contar)

C .N A .’i  needed at St. 
Ann's Nursing Home, 7-3 
*  3-11. Full-time, excel­
lent benefits. Will assist 
with certifiction. Panhan­
dle, 537-3194.
FOR Heaven's Sake Pirê  
School now accepting ap­
plications for full time ft 
part time positions. Exp. 
preferred. Vacation bene­
fits included. Please fax 
resume to 665-8070 or 
come in and apply at 900 
E. 23rd, Calvary Baptist 
Church. 665-5758.

APPL|6aTi6 n S alfa 
baing takan at Park- 
viaw Hospital for Nurs­
ing Assistants. Full 
time or Part time posi­
tions availabla on vari­
ous shifts.Compatitive 
salary, full bmafits, 
and milaaga paid. 
Plaasa call 82B-5581. 
Apply in parson ®  
901 Sweatwater St., 
Whaalar TX, or e-mail 
a  resume to

60 Household 96 Unfùro.

YARD/SALES Person. 
Self-motivated. Full time 
White House Lumber. 
101 S Ballard

TEXAS Rose Steakhousc 
is now hiring servers ft 
dishwa.shers. Please apply 
in person.

c ^ . x r  is neeikd to \york 
PRN, St. Ann's Nursing 
Home, Panhandle, 537- 
3194.

NOW hiring all positions. 
Full-Time. Apply in per­
son before Ham. ft aft. 
2pm., Dixie Cafe. No 
phone calls please.Koum—

AVAIL. 
CARRIERS 
WANTED 
Apply at 

PAMPA NEWS

W  u s i  l 'c X i lS  

L ; n u l s c ; i | ) u  

I2(> S. liobart
Now Mirili^:
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WHIRLPOOL Washer ft 
Dryer- extra capacity. 
$150 each. Call 665-4941.

102 Bus. R en t

69 Mise.

cpafflavaoantramadia.nat

ADVERTISING Materi­
al to be placed in the 
Pampa News MUST be 
placed through the Pam­
pa News Office Only.
MERRY Christmas from 
The Red Barn. 1420 S. 
Barnes. 665-2767
WHEELCHAIR ramp and 
new lift chair for sale. 
Call 669-3373.
CRAFTSMAN 8 speed 
power propelled snow­
blower w/ 10 in. impeller. 
$300. 595-0789

69a G;a r a j e Saks
DEBBIE'S Used Furni­
ture. We buy ft sell. 903 
S. Main, Borger, 273- 
2 9 M j8 8 ^ 6 8 M o n ^ S a i.

80 Pets & Sû jgl.

WORKOVER 
Rig Operator (CDL Req.) 
Experienced Pumper 
Apply 1211 N. Price Rd.

FREE kittens to good 
home. 8 weeks old. 2 
males ft 1 female. 669- 
3417 or 812 Beryl, Pamp

95 Fu rn . Apts.

Prt> WaHa Pawiphi» 
CDL Driver /  Pumper 

Needed
Pumping incindcs: 

Grease Traps & 
Septk Syatems. 
FfT or PAT avail. 

Please call 662-4235

DOS Caballeros is now 
hiring coooks ft wail 
staff Apply in person, 
1333 N Hobart

PUMP nqpair toch/shop 
hand needed. Exp. prefer­
red hut will train, ñ c k  up 
appl. at 627 S. Price Rd. 
No Phone calls please.

VISm NG ANGELS 
needing care givers. Call 
806-353-3590.

White House Lumber 
101 S. Ballard 

669-3291

equal housing OPPORTUNITY
All real estate adveriiscd 
herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it ille­
gal to advertise 'any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion 
sex. handicap, familial 
status or national origin, 
or uitcntion Ip make any 
such preference, limita- 
liOB, or discrimination.' 
State law also forbids 
discrimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real 
estate which is in viola­
tion o f  the law. All per 
sons are hereby in­
formed that all dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis

APTS., Duplexes ft 
Houses for rent. Mon.-Fri. 
8-6pm. Sat. 10-4pm., call 
665-4274 or 433-6939

GWENDOLENApts.New 
ly Remodeled. Largest 
Ift2 bdr. apts. in Pampa. 
8(X) N. Nelson. 665-1875.

LAKEVIEW Apt 1 ft 2 
bdr. luifura. apt. avail. 
R ef. dep. req. 669-2981 
or 669-4386

LARGE efficiency apt. 
Bills paid. 516 N. Frost. 
$300 mo. 662-7557.

W U n f t j T B j H o u s ^ ^

PICK up rental list from 
Gray Box on front porch 
of 125 S. Houston, Pam­
pa.

2 bdr., 2 ba., Irg. livrm. 
1019 N. Wells. Pampa. 
$550 mo.. $550 dep Call 
669-2952 aft. 5pm.

501 N Nelson 2 bdr., I 
ba.. 2 liv., c h/a. Very 
nice. $650 mo., $1000 
dep 662-8615

TUMBLEWEED Acres, 
self storage units. Various 
sizes. 665-0079, 665-
2450.

103 Homes For Sak 103 Homes For Sak

102 Bus. Rent ProiL

SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE 
PAMPA 
NEWS! 
CALL 

669-2525 
TODAY!

SavaSeniorCare
Join a company that values 
your skills and experience! 
Pampa Nursing Center has 
IMMEDIATE openings for;

•  CNA's - $500 SIGN-ON BONUS!!
(S h ifts : 6-2 & 2-10)

#  Medical Records and Transport (Driver)

We offer competitive salaries, generous benefits and 
fun place to work!

Find out why our employees love us when you apply by 
visiting us at 1321 W KENTUCKY or you may contact 
Anna Johnson #806-669-2551 or JooWaavar at 
JTWoavar#SavaSCxoni,orcallB00-962-6094. (ocnvf/»w

HELP wanted to care for 
eldefly gentleman. In hia 
home. Light houaekeep- 
ing, cooking. Exp. req. 
CNA not nec. Reaumet to 
Po Box 393, Pativa, TX

STEAMER Operator. Bx- 
petieoce reqiiiied. Beoe- 
fita. Apply in peraon. 408 
S. Price Rd., Pampa.

I S p  W  fe x to  CWfleid 
I Service needa Claaa A 

CDL Driven. BeneAu. 
Apply 408 S. Price Rd.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tueaday, Jan. 2. 
2007:
Often, you ace life in either-or aituations. 
Looking at life aa black-and-white might 
not be effective. Learn to aee ahadea of 
gray. O then aeek you out. Take care of 
youraelf first and maintaii\ control of 
your life. Your creativity flourisbes, 
especially when facing problems. 
Friendships and goals are highlighted. 
Keep that focus. If you are «ingle, you 
could meet someone quite controlling or 
difficult. Perhaps you would like to 
bypass this relatfonahip. A great relation­
ship is in the offing, but maybe not right 
now. If you are attached, both of you 
need an equal say, and you might need to 
lean  to see your sweetie in a new light. 
Don’t judge; rather, respect your differ­
ences. CANCER can challenge the living 
daylights out o f you.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Po«itive;
3-Average; 2-So-ao; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
i t i r k  How can one day be so different 
from anothei? Remember, you are com­
ing off quite a cycle o f socializing. 
Penonal and domestic matton have been 
waiting for your attenfion. The time is 
now. Tonight: At borne.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
k i r k k - k  Though you often restrain 
yourself, todsy you sre likely to say 
exactly what is on your mind. DonT 
worry; it might be appsopristc. Juat don't 
be suiiMiaed at others’ reectioos, as they 
might feel you are raining on their 
parade. Tooighl; Catdi up on a friend’s 
woekend.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
k k k  Stop, or at least slow dow a Not
every day can be a party, wish as you

m i^ t. Deal with some basics. Look at 
bills and demands. Responsibilities must 
be handled if you are to indulge your 
carefiee nature. Tonight: Get your bills 
together.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
k k k k  Returning to a normal pace 
might be a relief after all the holiday 
events and happenings. The Moon in 
your sign recharges your batteries. 
Others notice that you have a radiance 
and competent air about you. Tonight 
It’s your call.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★ ★ ★  No question about it —  you love 
tbe limelight What might be instnimen-. ' 
tal to your succen is understanding whlgn 
to bow out and say “enough.” Sometimes 
centering and handling key matters warfe ' 
better. Tonight: Vanish. •
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Focus on your friends’ agd 
associates. You might need to get a 
ect moving and need help doing rt. 
Though you might feel somewfoit dia  ̂ ' 
tracted, you can zero in on what is neeca­
tary if  you decide to concentrate. 
Tonight: Visit sad listen to everyone’* 
news.
U BRA(Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
k k k k  You might have Uttle choice but 
to accept responsibility, a t it is dropped 
on your shoulders. Compensate by 
changing your schedule. Cleafly, .ydu 
cannot be everywhere a | pace. Stay in 
touch wid\ jpineoM,^!p|ip,n^gltt feel djja 
^ipoiiited. Ibnigbt; A must appearance . 
SCORFIO (OcL 23-Nov. 21)

Y ov ability to see Mst the 
obvious eouK be mare UnputMnt uian 
you raalize. M tw y  m i ^  be in v ti^ j^ ;||, 
a deciaioa or iVsoiMiBa. Find iwpsit i . 
Get feedback. Delay a deciaion fbr a 
wfaik. The r jo n  flKti you have, the bet-

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
k k k k k  You like to be in control. A 
partner or associate bolds the cards; work 
with this person. Remember, you are 
always in control o f yourself and cannot 
control anything else. Give up an endless 
struggle. Tonight: (Quality time with a 
special person.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
k h k k  Know when to pass the ball 
(like now). You might have excellent 
instincts, but your timing might be off. 
Acconviiahing the same or similar goal 
with someone else will make you happy, 
even if you aren’t the quarterbark Think 
in forms of a team victory >night: 
Lifoen to suggestions. Listen to what 
someone has to say.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You seem one-tracked. Your abili- 
' ty to frxms on what must be done might 

off some friends who want attention. 
(3*1 the other hand, you will free yourself 
up for time to socialize later. Trust your 

' instfricts. Tonight: Let’s stu t incotporat- 
ing exercise into your routinet 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
k i r k k k  Your creativity seems to bub- 

^ble forth no matter what you deal with or 
whom. Just try to spell out tbe fects to 
someone who is less conceptual and per- 
lufos more literal. You do want to be on 
the tame team, right? Tonight: Ever play- 
ftd

«(2RN TODAY
Sbience-fiction author Isaac Asimov 
(1920), actress Tia Carrere (1967), 
actress Kale Bosworth (1983)

Jacqueline B igv is on the Inttnia 
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com.

O 2*06 ky Kit« Faaswss iynkut. be

LOWEST Rents in City! 
Downtown locations- 
stores, warehouses, tec. 
faculties. Call 665-4274. 
F O R foase:  
offices, and 
669-5264.

warehouse, 
yard space.

FSBO 2430 Evergreen. 
3/2/2/1, 2384 sq. ft. Lots 
of extras. 2 coveted pa­
tios, 669-1574, 886-1207

5 bdr., I ba., c h/a. New 
tub, cabinet, dishw., disp. 
ft carpet. All remodeled. 
Near Travis. 1124 Seneca. 
$49,500 o w e .  662-7557.

103 Homes For Sak

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty 

665-3560,440-2314  
669-0007

1 Finance!
2 Bdr., 1 Bath 

EZ Terms! 
Bad Credit Ok! 
1005 S. WeUs 

440-1698

O W N E R  F IN A N C E  
3 bdr,, 1 ba.

6 3 5  N . D w ig h t  
L o w  D o w n  

L o w  Pa)rm ent 
B imI C r e d it  O k !!  

669-6995 or 440-1698

O w n e r  W ill 
F in a n c e
E/Z T im »  

1333 Oertand 
2 bedroom, 1 bath

1012 Duncan 
2 bedroom, 1 beth

C ellJoe
SOO-336-1740

or
Milton

8 0 8-790-0827

Building & Equipment 
75 yr old business 
Interested Buyers 

May Look At Books 
$350,000

^ [ ^ 2 i
MMPiRilUn
•0M68-0M7

104 Lots
2 M ausoleum Crypts 
Side by Side $3995.00 
CaU 440-2449

113 RV Parks
RED Deer ViUa RV 

Ranch ft  Storage 2100 
J M o n U | i ^ ^ ^ M I 2 ^

115 Traikr Parks
TUMBLEWEED Acres, 
Storm Shelters, fenced, 
stor. bldg, avail. 665- 
0079, 665-2450.

It's not just
getting a mortgage 
it's builiJing your future.

¡Llám enos y 
M údese Pronto!®

OFFICE Space for rent, 
ask about 3 months free 
rent. 669-6841.

1- 888- 883-2086
call to d a y  fo r y o u r 
Free P re-approval!*

FmamaJ pntvitled by Cendant Mort|tafer. KM) l̂ Atkmhall 
Road. Ml Laurel N) MOM to applkablr snondan
RMfket cifrfit and proftoftv apfiioval Kiudrltnea

1- 888- 891-8764
Toll Fnv

El camilio a casa más rápido, 
más simple, y más conveniente.-

AUSTIN  S C H O O L  D ISTRICT N orth  a n d  North Ea st
1701 N. HotXJft..................................... .$640.000 ........................... 1.556 Acres Commercial
210 W Hoivestei .............................. $326,400 . .........................5/3.75/2 4828 SF/GCAD
27(K )D uncon ....................................... $275.000 ........................... 4/2 5/2 ■ 3830 SF/GCAD
2370 B e ech ............................................. $219,900 ...............4/1, .75, .5/2-2424 SF/GCAD
16ISN. liw ssell..................................... .$184.900 ..............................3/2.6/2-33I1SF/GCAD
2715 Aspen .......................................... $174.500 . ................................ 4/2/2 2780 SF/GCAD
1900 Grope . ........................... ............ $199,900 . . .........................5/2.78/2 - 3296 SF/OCAO
1238N R usse ll..................................... $139,900 4/2/2 • 2391 SF/GCAD
2300 N ovolo .......................................... $134,500 ..............................4/2/2-2110 SF/GCAD
1827 F l i .................................................... $120,000 .........................3/1.75/2- 1962 SF/GCAD
2000 Chhsfine....................................... $120,000 ...................... 3/1.75/2 2010 SF/GCAD
2535 Christine....................................... $114,900, .........................3/1.75/2- 1705 SF/GCAD
2201 D o g w o o d ................................... $109,500 ......................3/1,75/2 - 2034 SF/GCAD
2424 Cherokee ................................... $105.000 ..............................3/2/2- 1893 SF/GCAD
1816 B e e c h .......................................... $89,900 .........................3/1.75/0- 1752 SF/GCAD
1601 N. Russell . $86,000 . ...........................3/2 5/1 - 1516 SF/GCAD
1711 A s p e n .......................................... . $77,500 . . . , ................................3/1/1 - 1200 SF/GCAD
1429 WHWon....................................... $ 6 5 .0 0 0 .... ................................3/1/1 - 1411 SF/GCAD
1211 N. Russell..................................... $64.900 . . . ............... ..........3/1/1 - 1498 SF/GCAD
2221 Hamilton..................................... , $ 3 7 .5 0 0 .... ...................................2/1/1 -968 SF/GCAD
1813Coftee.......................................... . $19,000 ... ...................................2/1/1 -660 SF/GCAD
LA M A R  S C H O O L  D ISTRICT South  W est

1 1045 S. Chrtsty..................................... $62,500 . . . ................................ 3/2/2-1940 SF/GCAD |
TRAVIS S C H O O L  D ISTRICT W est a n d  North W est
2218 N. Nekon .................................. . $79,500 . . . ...................... 3/1/None - 1634 SF/GCAD
1002 N. Somerville , $79,000 ..............................3/2/2- 1807 SF/GCAD
1140CO. Rd. E 1/2 ........................... ..$70.000 ....................................................3/2/2-1680
931 CInderela ......................... $74,500 .. .........................3/1.75/2 - 1198 SF/GCAD
813 N . Wens ............................. $62.500 ...............4/1.5/0- 1352 SF/GCAD
1908 Chrtsty.......................................... $61.500 . .........................3/1.75/1 - 1229 SF/GCAD
809 N. Dwight ..................................... $59,500.. ................................ 3/2/1 - 1269 SF/GCAD
2104 21mmei«....................................... $59,000 . . . . ........................... 3/I.5/1 ■ 1284 SF/GCAD
W ILSO N  S C H O O L  D ISTRICT South  East
106 S. Cuvet ....................................... . $ 9 7 ,5 0 0 .... ................................ 3/2/2 • 3560 SF/GCAD
812 Denver .......................................... . $68,000 . .............................................3 Mobile Homes
601 N. Frost .......................................... ..$50.000 . ...................... 3/2/2 del - 1760St/GCAD
932 E. F ran ck ........................................ . .$ 2 7 ,9 6 0 .... ................................ 3/1/1 - 1468 SF/GCAD
O THER A R EA S O u ts id e  P a m p a  C ity  L im its
0000 Moki St., White Deer ............. .$190.000.. .........................lots w  or RR a  N o( Mam
6232 FM 291. A lonreed .................... .$125.000 .......................................... 4/2/1 - 2,000 ♦ SF
11647 FM 293, G ro o m ...................... .$120.000 .........................4/2.75/2 ■ 3064 SF/GCAD
518 Warren. White D ee r................. . .$86,000 . . . , ............................................... 3/1/2-1864 SF
233 Ganutt. Borger........................... . .$57,900... ................................ 4/3/1 - 1973 SF/GCAD
906 Oickeison, M obeetie............... . $52.500 , . . . .......................4/2/Nooe ■ 2016 SF/GCAD
207. 206. 201 Swift, White Deer . . . .$50.000 . . . .

Raalty Inc. 669-0007

d m J K .

Kcrtrina Blgham ................... 898-8510
TWNa Flslwr (8KR) ............... 440-2314
Moiba Muagravo ............... 440-3130
JbTi Davktoon (IKR) ...........662-9021
Dorina Courtor................... 895-0779
Zob SoNon............................664-0312
Robort Andorw ^ . .  ____ 665-3357•aol istato for Ih* Ruol Wortd 

fompo-MU Amortlo-MU

VMf CINTURY 21 COMMUNITIES'” Ori AOieKoyword;CENTURY 21
AtiuioMAiiBrrtoAk>iMi8e»mato*î totofao—ô 8w<har»toi»toi0wmi8tier»CfWTWwynipii.>—aun tete •miCmemti9eMmmt Cemmwmrt‘9W"iiwmffen etMmkt̂ mkidCem̂n*CTwct 0 MOlPttciimt otueo awd owAeo____

A X Y D L B A A X R  
is L O N  G F E L L O W

One letter .stand.s for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the wends are all 
hints. Each day the c(xle letters are different.
1-1 CRYPTOQUIÛTE

D A I X V U Z Z D V  P D I X A ’ R G U T I

U X O G G I W ,  N Q R ' C R  N W I U T X  U
4 » *

V  ̂ •

A I V F I U W ’ X ' W'VX D Z O R C D A .
* ** '\  .. ‘

— U Z N 1 W R *51 t  0  I R Q _____
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: A POSITIVE AI l l l  UDE 

MAY NOT SOLVE ALL YOUR PROBLEMS. BUT IT 
WILL ANNOY ENOUGH PEOPLE TO MAKE IT 
WORTH THE EFFORT. — HERM ALBRIGHT

http://WWW.issMc.com
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com
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Despite 2004 ruling, Mexican truck travel still limited
LOS INDIOS, Texas (AP) — 

Mexican trucker Brigido 
Moctezuma lives in a city on 
Mexico’s northern border, far from 
talks on whether he’ll be able to 
drive his loads of vehicle air bags 
all the way to assembly lines in 
Detroit.

All he knows is that be and his 
boss’ fleet of trucks are ready, and 
have been for years.

“The line is ready. We’ve bought 
many new trucks; everything is in 
good order^ ’ he said. “But it seems 
like every time it almost happens 
that we can go, it doesn’t.”

Access to all U.S. highways was 
promised by the year 2000 under 
the 1993 North American Free 
Trade Agreement, as was access 
through Mexico for U.S. carriers. A 
similar exchange with Canada has 
been carried out without a hitch.

But U.S. trucking companies, 
unions and environmental groups

blame Mexico’s loosely regulated 
trucking industry. They contend 
that trucks used by Mexican carri­
ers are older and poorly main­
tained, the result of that country’s 
less stringent environmental and 
safety standards. The provision 
will cost Americans thousands of 
jobs, pollute the air, damage high­
ways and threaten national securi­
ty, they say.

Mexican carriers insist their rigs 
meet U.S. standards. Meanwhile, 
however, their trucks can’t go 
beyond a 20-mile border zone in 
Texas.

Mexico has said the United 
States is reneging on part of its 
NAFTA role, and a February 2001 
international arbitration panel 
agreed.

President Bush said in 2001 said 
he would allow the trucks, and a 
June 2004 decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court seemed to remove

the last legal barrier.
In an unanimous decision, the- 

couit said that die president — not 
federal agencies — had ultimate 
say on whether the trucks could 
enter.

The ruling in response to a law­
suit by Public Citizen against the 
U.S. Transportation Department 
rendered moot the nonprofit orga­
nization’s efforts to keep out 
Mexican trucks until air quality 
issues are studied.

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote 
for the court that agencies may not 
“countermand the President’s deci­
sion to lift the moratorium or to act 
categorically to prevent Mexican 
carriers from registering and 
Mexican trucks from entering the 
country.”

But two and a half years later, 
the trucks still aren’t rolling.

Ian Grossman, spokesman for 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Administration , said a safety plan 
for Mexican trucks is ready should 
the highways be opened. But he 
added negotiations with Mexico 
are ongoing.

He said he was not at liberty to 
discuss the details.

“There’s a number of topics that 
continue to be ironed out,” he said.
 ̂. A Bush spokesman said 
Grossman was the administration’s 
spokesman on the trucking issue.

Joan Claybrook, president of 
Public Citizen and the former head 
of the NHTSA, said the sticking 
point is legislation calling for U.S. 
inspectors to perform safety c^deks 
at trucking companies in Mexico.

“The^ Mexican government dis­
agreed or disapproved,” she said. 
“That h*s caused a standoff. That’s 
why the border hasn’t opened.”

• She said Public Citizen is now 
wol^ng on legislation requiring 
drivers from Mexico to have

“black boxes” to record driving 
hours and prevent fatigue, some­
thing the group also is seeking in 
the United States.

Fairborn Ghadar, director of the 
Center for Global Business Studies 
at Pennsylvania State University, 
said the delays were political and 
that NAFTA was being compro­
mised.

“I think this is just embedded 
with all sorts of politics — local 
politics, labor union politics,” 
Ghadar said. “The law can say one 
thing but you can put so many bar­
riers in front of people that finally 
it just doesn’t make any sense for
people. I think that’s what’s going 

** on.
What it means is that truck loads 

are transferred from a Mexican to 
U.S. carrier, Ghadar said, and the 
consumer ultimately pays the 
added cost. The transfer business 
itself is a thriving border trade.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Federal investigators are 
looking at whether Interior 
Department officials played 
favorites or took money 
from companies vying for 
big oil and gas contracts.

The probe is the latest in a 
series of investigations into 
Interior’s handling of $10 
billion a year in royalties 
paid by companies on the 
$60 billion in oil and gas 
they produce from leased 
public lands.

The latest investigations 
into Interior’s handling of oil 
royalties were reported 
Saturday by The New York 
Times, which cited unidenti­
fied officials speaking on 
condition of anonymity 
because the investigations 
were not yet made public.

Those royalties are the 
federal government’s sec­
ond-biggest source of rev­
enues, behind only taxes. 
Other investigations are 
looking at multibillion-dol- 
lar shortfalls in royalty pay­
ments.

The Justice Department is 
investigating the allegations 
based on the work of the 
Interior Department’s 
inspector general’s office, an 
internal watchdog. Rep. Ed 
Markey, D-Mass., said his 
staff were told earlier this 
month of two related matters 
that the Interior inspector 
general’s office referred to 
the FBI and Justice 
Department. '

Markey said Saturday in a 
statement given to The 
Associated Press that it was
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“beyond the pale” that sev­
eral Denver-based officials 
in Interior’s Minerals 
Management Service may 
have illegally benefited by 
acting as paid consultants to 
some of the oil and gas com­
panies. At issue is whether 
the officials steered, oil-trad­
ing contracts to favorite 
companies.

The Minerals
Management Service helps 
oversee a program the Bush 
administration has promoted 
that allows companies to pay 
“in-kind” amounts of oil and 
gas, rather than cash royal­
ties, for drilling federal 
lands. Such payments total 
about $3.7 billion in oil and 
gas a year.

Interior sent most of the 
oil and gas to fill the 
Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, but lately has sold 
it by hiring private compa­
nies that solicit bids. 
Through that bidding, com­
panies offering the highest 
premium over daily market 
prices is supposed to win the 
oil-trading contract.

“The allegation that any 
senior official who is 
responsible for collecting 
royalties from companies 
that drill on public lands is 
also taking money from 
those companies as a con­
sultant is beyond a conflict 
of interest, if true, it is a 
crime,” according the state­
ment Saturday from Markey, 
a senior member o f the 
House Resources
Committee.

Tenet sells 
San Diego 
hospital

DALLAS (AP) — Tenet 
Healthcare Corp. said today 
it has completed the sale of a 
San Diego hospital that was 
accused of paying kickbacks 
to doctors in exchange for 
patient referrals.

Tenet said the 306-bed 
Alvarado Hospital Medical 
Center was sold to Plymouth 
Health of Los Angeles. 
Tenet said that $22.3 million 
in ivetax proceeds would be 
applied to general corporate 
purposes.'

Tenet ^ p u n c f d  in May 
that it would sell Alvarado 
as part of an agreement with 
federal prosecutors in San 
E>iego to pay $21 million 
and settle kickback charges. 
The settlement came after 
two juries failed to reach a 
verdict in criminal trials.

Plymouth Health is a 
physician-owned company 
foimed by the family of 
Pejmjan Salimpour and 
Pedram Salimpour, doctors 
who also own a i^ysician- 
services company called 
CareNex Health Sovices.
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