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Today s weather

Deaths

Mary Lou Latham
Peppers, 90, educator.

Odds and Ends

MONTPELIER, Vt
(AP) — Strapping that
Christmas tree to the top
of a sport utility vehicle
can be a real drag.

A couple of engineers at
the University of Vermont
claim that sport utility
vehicles topped with trees
have 26 percent more
aerodynamic drag than
tregless SUVs.

Knovnipg the energy
density of gasoline, typical

engine efficiencies and the
number of trees sold, they

concluded that an extra
53,000 gallons of gas are |
used each year to retrieve |
trees.

And given high fuel
costs, that translates to a
nationwide a total of about
$100,000.

“It’s a modest impact |

r vehicle, but nonethe-
ess when you add it all up
the gross effect is not neg-
ligible,” said Darren Hitt,
associate professor of
mechanical engineering at
the university. ‘

Hitt, whose main
research project is with the
U.S. Air Force looking at
miniaturized compulsion
systems for next genera-
tion satellites, said he’s
part of a research group
that favors satire. 1

PERTH, Australia (AP)
— Customs officials in
Australia are serious about
the country’s quarantine
laws — and that’s no

baloney.

A Sywiss national dis-
| covered that when he was
caught at Perth |
International Airport try-
| ing to smuggle a salami in |
his luggage. Dylan Pascal |
Graves, who was studying
English in  Western |
Australia state, was fined
$3,057 at the Perth
Magistrates Court.

Australia has strict
quarantine laws, and cus-
toms officials inspect all
incoming flights for agri-
cultural pests and food that
could carry diseases. |
Sniffer dogs patrol airport
terminals ang luggage 1is
passed through -ray |
machines.

Graves twice told cus- |
toms officials in |
November that he was not |
carrying any food, but an-|
X-ray revealed salami |
meat concealed in his lug-
ﬁage. When asked why he

ad not declared the sala-
mi, Graves said he had
planned to eat it. ‘

Graves was charged |
with making a misleading |
statement to an officer and |
knowingly importing pro- |
hibited food into the coun-
try.

Winter weather turns roads icy
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By MARILYN POWERS
Staff Writer

An Arctic front heralded
the first day of  winter
luesday, and wintry precipi-
tation which accompanied
the low temperatures turned
Pampa and Gray County
roadways into skating rinks
for motorists.

A trooper with the Texas
Department of Public Safety.
who asked not to be identi-
fied, said this morning that
DPS had worked seven acci-
dents near Pampa and 10 on
Interstate-40 i Gray County
vesterday as a result of slick
pavement. Most ol the acci-
dents  on o the  interstate
mvolved tractor-trailer rigs,
he sard

DPS also worked three
accidents in the Canadian
vicinity

“lhere were a slew of
them o Carson  County,
100.7 he said.

Deputies  with Gray
County  Sherift’s  Office
responded to the same acci-
dents worked by DPS. One
included a onc-vehicle acci-
dentin which the vehiele did
a quarter-roll, landing on one
side. The accident happened
one mile west of Pampa on
Highway 60. The metorist
was not ijured but needed
assistance to get out of the
vehicle, said Chiet Deputy
Kelly Rushing seven
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worked by

deputies, Rushing said.
Ofticers of Pampa Police

Department

any of the accidents™

troopers and intersection

responded to
motor vehicle acci-
on  Fampa
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beginning at 9:06 a.m. at the
of  Kentucky
Avenue and Price
according to
ment’s incident blotter.

A car reportedly hit a
streets, brick wadl in the 2100 block
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a.m.
Road. Iwo
the  depori-

vehicles
imvolved in an

of Perryton Parkway at 9:54

accident
which was reported at 11:03
a.m. at the intersection of
Wilks anmd Hobart streets.

(Pampa News photo by MARILYN POWERS)
Chelsey Townson, 11, left, and Jimmy Townson, 6, practice the technique of making snow angels in the

2300 block of Aspen this morning. They may have more material to work with tomorrow, as additional
snowfall of up to one inch is forecast for this afternoon and overnight.

A triple play occurred dur-
g lunch hour, when three
accidents  were  reported
within six minutes.

The first was reported at

were

See ROADS, Page 3

Fighting erupts in Fallujah as refugees return

Military reassesses

FALTUTAHL Trag ¢AP) LS.
Maries  battled  insurgents  in
ballujah on Thursday, with war-
planes dropping bombs and tanks
shelling suspected guerrilla positions
in the heaviest fighting in weeks,
crupting as the  first residents
returned to the devastated criy. At
lcast three Marines were Killed in the
arca, the military said

I'he fighting was the heaviest in
Fallujah since Dec. 10, when seven
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On frozen pond

security measures at bases across Iraq after Mosul bombing

Marines, three Iraqi troops and about
S0 insurgents were killed. The for-
mer insurgent stronghold has secn
sporadic violence, including artillery
and small-arms fire, since the United
States captured it in a weeklong
offensive last month.

F-18 fighter-bombers were seen
striking at targets in the city’s out-
skirts. Tank and artillery fire was
also heard.

LS. otficials said Marines and

insurgents were Killed in the Fallujah
fighting. A muilitary  spokeswoman
said three Marines were killed in
action Thursday in Anbar province,
which surrounds Fallujah.
American  commanders  have
hailed the November oftensive to
retake Fallujah as a major tactical
victory. But pockets of msurgents
remain in the cin and violence
clsewhere in Irag has only escalated
since the capture of Fallujah, after

Pampa News photo by MARILYN POWERS

A pond beside Kentucky Avenue, west of Price Road, is frozen over as a result of an Arctic blast
of cold air which entered the area late Tuesday, the first day of winter. The temperature at the Texas
Tech mesonet weather station, located east of Pampa near Recreation Park, was 16 degrees as of
press time today, with a wind chill of 3. Local temperatures are not forecast to climb above freez-

ing until Saturday.
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many guerrillas apparently slipped
out of Fallujah to operate in central
and northern Iraq.

U.S. forces suttered the deadliest
attack on onc of their bases, when a
blast Tuesday ripped through a din-
ing tent at a base near Mosul, killing
22 people — mostly Americans. The
military was reassessing  security
measures at bases across Iraq after it

See IRAQ, Page 3

Ice, snow stops
flights; Friona
motorist killed

By JAY JORDEN
Associated Press Writer

['he season’s first winter storm
kept an icy grip on northern and
western parts of Texas  Thursday,
with snow continuing to fall in the
Panhandle and South Plains. At least
one motorist died i a weather-relat-
ed wreek and snow and sleet ground-
¢d hundreds of thights at North Texas
airports.

A record three imches of snow fell
at Lubbock on Wednesday. surpass-
ing the previons mark of 1.8 inches
for the date in 1986

Another  record  was  set  at
Amarillo, which reported 3.7 inches
of snow. The previous record of 1.2
inches tor the date was setin 1990.

Between five and sin inches of
snow fell i Tahoka, with up to six
inches in Post and in Browntield.

More snow was eyvpected in the
Amarillo and 1 ubbock arcas. with
accumulations of up to three inches
of new snow as another low-pressure
storm system pushes more  upper-
level cold amr into the state. The
National Weather Service continued
its snow advisory tor the Panhandle
through 6 pm. (N1

Some travel could he hazardous,

See STORM, Page 3
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Obituaries

Services tomorrow

PEPPERS, Mary Lou [atham

Guymon, Okla

Memorial services, 2 p.m., First Presbyterian Church,

Mary Lou Latham Peppers, 90

Mary [ou [_atham
Peppers., 90, lifelong
Guymon resident,  passed
away Tuesday afternoon,

Dec. 21, at  Southwest
Medical  Center,  Liberal,
Kan. She had been a resident
the past year at Liberal
Springs in Liberal.

Born Nov. 18, 1914, Mary

Lou was the daughter of

Louws Edward Latham and
Mary  Angeline  (Tyler)
L.atham. She graduated trom
Guymon High School 1n
1932 and received a BA
degree in psychology in
1936 from what 1s now the
University of
Science and Arts of
Oklahoma.

Mary Lou began
teaching second
grade at Academy
Elementary School
in 1956. With the
demand for speech
therapy, she

served as Sunday school
superintendent and teacher,

and had been a member of

Presbyterian Anns,
Presbyterian Women, and
served as deacon and elder
and other oftices.

Mary Lou was a member
of  PEO, AM Chapter,
Oklahoma Education
Assocration  and  various
bridge clubs. She had also
volunteered her time for
Meals On  Wheels and
LLoaves and Fishes.

Continuing a tradition set
by her pioneer tamily, Mary
Lou was selected as the 1996

Pioneer Days
Queen. Mary
Lou’s mother,
Mary Iyler
Latham, was

queen 1n 1944,
Her aunt Ethel
Henderson was
queen in 1945
and her Uncle

received certifica-
tion from the
University of
Colorado in Boulder in 1963
and then provided speech
therapy to Goodwell’s and all
five of Guymon’s schools.
She retired from teaching in
1977 after 21 years of serv-
ice.

In the 1940s, Mary Lou
conducted elocution lessons
in her home to teach stage
performance, diction, intona-
tion, voice placement and
reading interpretation skills.
Mary Lou was also active in
the Presbyterian Church and
various community activi-
ties. A member of the First
Presbyterian Church tor over
78 years, Mary Lou had

Peppers

Oliver  Stanley
Tyler was parade
marshal in 1970.
Her cousin Stanley Tyler had
also served as a parade mar-
shal.

Mary Lou married J.K.
Sproles in 1936, and to this
union was born three daugh-
ters, Joyce, Mima, and
Angie. On June 23, 1962,
Mary Lou and Gilbert
Peppers married and blended
their families.

Survivors include five
daughters, Joyce Field of
Guymon, Mima Hale and
husband Rex Hale of
Guymon, Tara Peppers of
Houston, Angie Hoover and
husband Dannie of Pampa,
Texas, and Deborah Peppers

SING TO THE LORD
CANTICLEALLELJA

b WONDROLUS DEEDS+

Zion Lutheran Church

invites vou to our

Christmas Cantata &
Candlelight Service

Christmas Eve at

7:30 pm

Christmas Day Holy Communion
at 9:00 am

come and celebrate the incarnation of Christ, the Lord
Zion Lutheran Church
1200 Duncan * 669-2774

Regular Divine Service each Sundayv at 10:30 am

and Don Riley ot Alamo,
Caht;  one  son, Larry

Peppers and wife Judy of

Henderson, Ky.; 10 grand-
children, Leigh Field, Brady
Field and wite Joy, Blake
Poarch and wife Noriko, Ben
Poarch, Markus Stamm,
Richard Phillips and wife
Dacia, Jon Phillips and wife
Beceky,  Christy  Hoover,
Danette Rivera and husband
Ruben, and Jared Hoover; 10
great-grandchildren, Chase
Phillips,  Grant  Phillips,
Ashton  Phillips,  Trevor
Franklin, Jacob  Phillips,
Payton Phillips. Mackenzie
Rivera, Miguel Rivera, Jacob
Field and Coalson Field; and
a brother, Tyler Latham and
wite Geraldine ot Guymon.

Mary Lou was preceded in
death by her husband,
Gilbert Peppers.

Memorial services will be
Friday, Dec. 24 at 2 p.m. at
the First Presbyterian Church
with the Rev. James A.
Jacobson, pastor, officiating.
Interment will be in Elmhurst
Cemetery under the direction
of Henson-Novak Funeral
Directors of Guymon.

The family requests that

memorials be given in lieu of

flowers in honor and memo-
ry of Mary Lou Peppers to
the First Presbyterian Church
or a scholarship tund, ¢/o
Henson-Novak Funeral
Directors, Box 1306,
Guymon, OK 73942,

Family and friends rejoice
in the celebration of her life.
She will always be remem-
bered for her love and guid-
ance,  compassion  and
courage, dignity, and witty
sense of humor. She will also
be remembered for her deli-
ctous holiday dinners and
summer cookouts.

Prior to her hospitaliza-
tion, she was planning the 27
Christmas presents she want-
ed to have ready tor her chil-
dren, grandchildren  and
great-grandchildren. When
asked what she wanted for
Christmas, she  answered
“my family.” So her family
brought Christmas to her
Monday night and they had a
grand time singing. cating,
and celebrating. All the nurs-
es who had lovingly cared
for Mary Lou joined in the
celebration as well.

What a grandmother and
what a grand lady, and. oh,
how she loved her family.
friends and church.

Emergency Services

Pampa PD

Pampa Police Department
made 12 tratfic stops and
responded to the following
calls during the 24-hour peri-
od ending at midnight last
night, according to the
department’s incident blotter.
| There were four calls
| concerning business alarms.

Criminal mischiet was

| reported in the 800 block of
| Letors and the 700 block of

Malone.
An open door was report-

| ed in the 1400 block of
| Alcock and the 500 block -of

Doucette.
Motorist assistance was

rendered in the 500 block of

North Hobart and the inter-
| section of 23rd Avenue and
Perryton Pdrl\\\ ay.
| An animal complaint was

Campbell.

Burglary of a building
was reported in the 2200
block of Alcock.

A civil disturbance was
' reported in the 1300 block
| of East Francis.

. Harassment was reported
' in the 1800 block of Lynn.

A silent/abusive 911 call
was reported concerning the
1800 block of North
Faulkner.

A suspicious person was
reported in the 1000 block
' of East Foster and the 400
block of East Browning.

A traftic complaint was
received concerning  the
intersection of Harvester
and Powell streets.

| e — e

reported in the 800 block of

A domestic disturbance
was reported in the 700
block ot Malone.

Wednesday, Dec. 22

Christopher D. Whitten,
17, 1223 N. Russell, was
arrested in the 400 block of
West Browning for posses-
sion of marijuana.

Thursday, Dec. 23

Steve Corey Organ, 39,
300 S. Miami, was arrested
in the 300 block of Miami
for driving while intoxicat-
ed, second oftense.

Fire

Pampa Fire Department
responded to the following
calls during the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

Wednesday, Dec. 22

10:58 a.m. — Two units
and five firefighters
responded to a one-vehicle
rollover, one mile west of
Pampa on U.S. Highway
60. Firefighters cleaned up
a small hazardous material
spill from the wreck. No
injuries were reported.

11:04 p.m. — Three units
and four tirefighters
responded to a motor vehi-
cle collision in the 700
block of West Brown. No
injuries  or spills  were
reported.

Thursday, Dec. 23

12:30 a.m. — One unit and
three firefighters responded
to a medical assist in the
1300  block of  West
Kentucky.

Ambulance

Guardian EMS ambu-
lance reported the following
calls during the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

Wednesday, Dec. 22

7:48 a.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to the 100
block of South Russell and
transported a patient to
Baptist-St. Anthony’s West,
Amarillo.

Il am. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to Highway
60 west of Pampa. No trans-
port.

9:37 p.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded ‘to the 2800
block of Charles. No trans-
port.

10:04 p.m. — A mobile
ICU unit responded to the
800 block of West 25th and
transported a patient to
Pampa Regional Medical
Center.

10:52 p.m. — A mobile
ICU unit responded to
PRMC and transported a
patient to the 800 block of
West 25th.

11:54 p.m. — A mobile
ICU unit responded to the
1900 block of Coftee. No

transport.
Thursday, Dec. 23
12:30 am. — A mobile

ICU unit responded to a
local nursing facility. No
transport.

4:37 a.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to the 1200
block of East Kingsmill. No
transport.

S tocks

Ihe tollowing griun gquotations are
provided by Atecbury  Grain - of

Pampa

Wheat 116

Milo 3.26

Corn 376

Sovbeans 476
I'he tollowing 930 am. N Y

[ Stock Market quotations are tur
nished by Edward Jones & Co
ot Pampa
OXY 58.27 +0.23

| BPPLC ADR 3K 65 013

[

Cabot Corp 37.72 4001
CabotOnl Gas . 4479 +024

Coca Cola 41.52 0.06
VLO 4539 4046
HAL 39 S1 009
I'RI 36 8% 011
NOI 1535 4005
KMI 1264 +0.20
XCEL 18.57 016
Kerr McGee SK43 4016
XOM S1.32 4003
Limited 2270 +0.06
Wilhiams 1624 +00%8
MCD D24 028

Atmos 27.28  -0.13
Pioneer Nat 477 +0.24
cp 4098 +0.08
Cop 87.27 +0.35
SLB 6641  +0.03
Tenneco 17.03  +0.16
CVX 5257 +0.27
Wal-Man 5286  -0.11
OKE 2858 +0.04
NS Grp 28.85 +0.05
New York Gold 43970
Silver 6.81
West Texas Crude 4404

‘Gray County Weather

Today: Snow likely, main-
ly after noon. Cloudy, with a
high around 22. Wind chill
values between 3 and 1.
k-ast southeast wind between
5 and 15 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 60 percent.
New snow accumulation of
around 1 inch.

Tonight: A 20 percent
chance of snow before 4
a.m. Cloudy, with a low
around 7. Wind chill values
between -1 and 4 degrees.

East northeast wind between
5 and 10 mph, becoming
calm.

Friday: Mostly cloudy,
then gradually becoming
mostly sunny, with a high
near 28. Wind chill values
between -6 and 4 degrees.
West  southwest » wind
between S and 15 mph.

Friday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low near 17.
Wind chill values between 6
and 11. West wind around 10

ALL ORNAMENTS

30% OFF

[ Ny Ny -

20% OFF

FriSH WREATHS

CHRISTMAS TREES
GARIAND
O
POINSETTIAS

Get ‘Fm While They last

[ ST Yy

West Texas Lannscape & NURSERY

120 5. Robart - 669-0158 - MONDAY-SATURBAY 5-6 {

CITY BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

IN FRIDAY Dec. 24th edi-

tion of The Pampa News, there

~

will be 2 sections of the pa-
per. Merry ( hristmas!

LUNCH PLATES: chicken,

fish, hb. steak, ch. fr. steak.
The Hamburger Station, we
deliver! 665-9131

MASSAGE THERAPY.

Call Cathy Potter 669-0013
1224 N
Suite 9. Gatt Certiticates ava

Hobart NBC Plaza

davs. We deliver!
Deli, 665-0292.

MEALS ON Wheels will be

closed Dec. 24th & Dec. 30th.

PARTY TRAYS for holi-

' Hoagies

RHEAMS DIAMOND

Shop Open til 8 p.m. Register
tor Diamond Pendant be-
tweeen 6 p.m.-8 p.m.

SUNTROL AUTO Tint, a

great gift idea! Save up to $30

on gift certiticates. 665-0615.

THE OCB (Other Corner

Bar), will be open Sat., Dec.
25th, 3 p.m., 2302 Alcock.

TV SCHEDULE will be in
the Friday, Dec.
News. (No newspaper Sun.
Dec. 26th.) Happy Holidays!!

24th, Pampa
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A To all my customers ... old and new ... Id like to take the opportunity to
X2 say “THANKS!” for the privilege of helping provide your insurance needs.

Offering A Complete Line Of...

- AUTO*HOME*LIFE*HEALTH* COMMERCIAL
Call Or Come By Today! .

Kevm Hucks lnsurance
1318 N. HOBART
For Dependable Servnce You Can Trust
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mph.

Christmas Day: Partly
cloudy, with a high near 45.
West northwest wind around
10 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 24.
West wind around 10 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny,
with a high around 53. West
wind between 10 and 15
mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 29.
West  southwest  wind
around 15 mph.

Monday: Partly cloudy,
with a high near 54. West
southwest wind around 15
mph.

Monday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low near 34.

TABC tickets
64 in gambling
tournament

HOUSTON (AP) — More
than 60 people were ticketed
this week for allegedly playing
in a poker tournament in a
Harris County pub.

The Texas  Alcoholic
Beverage Commission
cracked down on a tournament
Tuesday night at the Yorkshire
Pub. It was the second time the
agency has taken action
against the pub, the Houston
Chronicle reported Thursday.

No one was arrested in rela-
tion to the Texas Hold 'Em
tournament. The citations were
issued for Class C misde-
meanor gambling, Capt. Keith
Coleman of the TABC's
Houston office said.

“It 1s illegal to gamble in a
public place, and any place

licensed to sell alcohol is, by .

definition, a public place,” he
said.

Gina Casey, manager of the
Yorkshire Pub, said her staff
thought the game was legal as
long the pub did not take a cut
and all of the entry fees went
back to the players.
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Slip-sliding away

Chelsea Townson, 11, left, and Jimmy Townson, 6, slide on a patch of ice next to the curb in the 2300
block of Aspen. The frozen stuff provided fun for would-be skaters, but triggered a slew of vehicle acci-
dents yesterday, including seven on Pampa streets and at least 16 more in Gray County, according to

law enforcement reports.

Roads

Continued from Page 1

12:10 p.m. and occurred
in the 100 block of East
Foster. The second was
reported as a minor acci-

Storm

Continued from Page 1

with icy roads
reduced visibility to
than one-half mile from
SNOW and fog. On
Wednesday, motorists spun
off icy roads and air travel-
ers waited hours for their
flights.

Hundreds of ftlights were
grounded at Dallas-Fort
Worth International Airport.
Delays of up to two hours at

and
less

DFW and at Dallas Love
Field were common.
American Airlines can-

celed 230 flights at DFW
Airport on Wednesday, with
numerous delays of at least |
1/2 hours, said Tim Kincaid,
spokesman for the Fort
Worth-based airline.

The airline had no cancel-
lations and just a few delays
early Thursday. But Kincaid
said New York and Chicago
will be challenges.

“We will look at some
delays in the Northeast
New York especially with
low ceilings,” he said
“Chicago has high winds
and that slows down the
flow out ot O Hare.”

American, the nation’s
largest airline, has 3.800
daily departures systemwide
including its American Eagle

Study: Many kids
who left CHIP got

other insurance

AUSTIN (AP) Almost
half of the Texas children who
left the state’s health insur-
ance program as a result of
budget cuts found coverage
elsewhere, about a third of
them through Medicaid,
according to a survey the
Health and Human Services
Commission released
Wednesday

[Lawmakers faced with a
$10 billion budget shortfall in
2003  revised eligibility
requirements for the
Children’s Health Insurance
Program. The changes result-
ed in 171,508 children leav-
ing the CHIP rolls.

According to the survey, 31
percent of the children who
left the program were picked
up by Medicaid, a federally
mandated health program for
the poor. Eleven percent were
insured through a parent’s
employers, and another 5 per-
cent obtained insurance from
another source.

Pampa News photo by MARILYN POWERS

dent at 12:12 p.m. in the
200 block of North Cuyler.
The third, listed as involv-
Ing no injuries, was report-
ed at 12:16 p.m. and was at
the intersection of Tyng and
Cuyler streets.
Betore lunch
over, one last

hour was
accident,

described as minor, was
reported at 12:55 p.m. in
the 200 block of North
Russell.

Things were a lot quieter
this morning for law
enforcement and other
emergency response per-
sonnel, Rushing said.

and American Connection
carriers.

“Flights are extremely full
and we are doing our best to
get people where they want
to be,” he said. *Yesterday,
today and tomorrow are
busy days for us.”

Snow and ice contributed
to a string of car wrecks
Wednesday. The Texas
Department of Public Safety
said  19-year-old Isabel
Garcia of Friona died as the
result of a crash just before
noon involving a tractor-
trailer and a car 10 miles
north of Channing.

“Troopers are every-
where, cleaning up car acci-

dents and helping motorists
stuck on the side of the
road,” DPS Trooper Wayne
Beighle told the Amarillo
Globe-News in Thursday’s
editions.

A number of tractor-trailer
rigs jackknifed and cars
overturned on icy roads,
according to the DPS in
Abilene.

[n Dallas, traffic slowed to
a crawl during rush hour and
part of Interstate 35 over the
Trinity River in- downtown
Dallas was closed for a time
because of icy conditions.

Some ‘snowdrifts in the
South Plains were up to six
inches deep. With tempera-

That lull may not last, as
additional snowfall up to
one inch is forecast for this
afternoon and tonight for
the Pampa area, with
overnight lows in the single
digits and wind chills possi-
bly dipping below zero.

tures were not C.\'pCClCd o

top the freezing mark until
Saturday, Jody James, NWS
senior forecaster in
Lubbock, told the Lubbock
Avalanche-Journal that
“chances are pretty good for
a white Christmas.”

Iraq

Continued from Page 1

was determined that a sui-
cide bomber carried out the
attack after successfully
infiltrating the base, officials
said.

A U.S. soldier was also
killed Thursday by a road-
side bomb in Baghdad, the
military said. The deaths
raised the number of U.S.
troops who have died since
the start of the war in March

2003 to at least 1,325,
according to an unofficial
count by The Associated
Press.

The new Fallujah fighting
came as the first group of
returning residents lined up
at checkpoints into the city,
brandishing documents to
prove to Iraqi policemen
that they had the right.to
enter. Once in the city,
returnees visited the remains
of bombed-out and looted
homes they fled — along
with most of Fallujah’s pop-
ulation of approximately
250,000 people.
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May All Your
Dreams Come
True This

Holiday Season!

Leslie Ramming
& Family

Warm Wishes
at Christmas

Christmas 1s such a wonderful time because
it brings family and friends together in
celebration. I hope all your family and

friends are able to gather together to share
this very special time of year.

T'hank you for your business and
Happy Holidays from my home to yours

Beverly Taylor
The Pampa News

Jesus Is Everywhere

Dear Dee Dee,

As I was out last night with my mom looking at Christmas lights
and observing all of the nativity displays about town, I was reminded of
your column in the paper a few days ago titled, “Where is Jesus?”. I start-
ed to think about that question and here is my answer.

I see Jesus everywhere. 1 see Him in every Salvation Army bell
ringer who volunteers private precious time to help someone else. I see
Him in the staff and volunteer drivers of Meals on Wheels who make sure
people are fed regardless of the weather. I see Him in the hearts of two
very dear friends who while being held and consoled because of a loss
they experienced during the holiday season a few years back are telling
you of His mighty love. I see Him in a local merchant who after making
your home beautiful, gives you a 20% discount on your bill because her
product was going to be on sale shortly. I see Him in the actions of a
beautiful daughter who everyday extends her hand to help someone else.
I see Him in the words of a 16 year old Grandson who has from the day
he could read felt it his privilege to read our family the story of Jesus’
birth from the Gospel of Luke and I hear Him when a six year old
Grandson tells me, “I really believe in God.” He is there when a son says,
“Mom, what do you need me to do?” I see Him in the actions of an 85 year

. old mother who after experiencing 6 hard years of family and personal
health problems is seeking ways to help others. I see Him everyday in my
co-workers who never say, “that is not in my job description.” I found
Him at Cottonwood Springs at the First Annual Cowboy Country ball
and I have enjoyed Him recently at the Stokes Barn with family and
friends. I saw Him in action when a minister who doesn’t even know you,
drives a 120 miles round trip to be there when one of your loved ones is in
surgery to pray with you and for that person. I saw Him this week in the
tears flowing from my best friend’s eyes as she held a dear family pet
while it drew its last breath. I have watched him as a community has
responded to keeping the teachings of a beloved Coach alive by buying a
simple green bracelet. I see Him in a CASA volunteer who battles for the
rights of children because they are too little to fight their own fight.

I feel Him when I see on the news our military peo-
ple coming home from Iraq unharmed and I know He is
there to hold those He takes Home and I hear Him as He is
telling them, “No greater Love”

Dee Dee, Jesus is not lost. Come spend a
day with me, He is everywhere I turn. He is not a

commercial - but He is in

the hearts and actions

of many wonderful people in our community.

Sincerely,

S ket

Paulette Hinkle
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One of the most interest-
ing things about this job is
the many and varied tacsim-
iles we receive here at the
news oftice. Though this
week the pickings have been
somewhat slim I'm assum-
ing due to the holidays, |
thought two worth mention-
ing — a fax from Ethician
News Network and another
from C | Host.com.

I believe the ENN-fax was
sent to our editor Dee Dee
Laramore on Tuesday. In
true hyperbolic fashion, it
proclaimed “America’s Only
Beaver Sanctuary
Threatened™ in capital let-
ters. | tound it curious that,
at the height ot the holiday
season, ENN is preoccupied
with heavers.

Viewpoints
- Facsimile facts sometimes can be phish-y

I also found amusing
ENN’s over-blown rhetoric:
“Because they  (beavers)

love to munch on the bark of

living trees. and even cut
down trees to build their
homes, beavers are often
harassed and even killed by
irate home owners.
“Sanctuary donors,
George and Sue Russell, will
scold the beavers in jest
when they discover that a
large birch, willow, or sweet-
gum tree has been chewed
on, but they were extremely
pleased that the animals
could live out their lives
without fear of retaliation.
“Today, the sanctity of the
beaver sanctuary has the
Russells and National Area
Preservation ~Association

Today in History

By the Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Dec. 23, the 358th day of 2004. There

are eight days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: )
On Dec. 23, 1823, the poem A Visit from St. Nicholas™
by Clement C. Moore was published in the Troy (N.Y.)

Sentinel.
On this date:

In 1783, George Washington resigned as commander-in-
chiet of the Army and retired to his home at Mount Vernon,

Va.

In 1893, the Engelbert Humperdinck opera “Haensel und
Gretel™ was first performed, in Weimar, Germany.

In 1928, the National Broadcasting Company set up a per-
manent, coast-to-coast network.

In 1941, during World War I, American forces on Wake
Island surrendered to the Japanese.

In 1948, former Japanese premier Hideki Tojo and six
other Japanese war leaders were executed in Tokyo.

In 1968, 82 crew members of the U.S. intelligence ship
“Pueblo™ were released by North Korea, 11 months after

they had been captured.

In 1980, a state funeral was held in Moscow for tformer
Premier Alexei N. Kosygin, who had died Dec. 18 at age 76.

Our readers write

A wonderful
veterinarian

A dear friend. Dr.
Kenneth Royse, recently
passed away. He was a won-
derful man that contributed
greatly to this community.
Dr. Royse was also a valu-
able person to the Animal
Control Department. He was
the city veterinarian for 30
years. He was there for us
day and night if we needed
him. He was a wonderful
veterinarian and friend. We
will truly miss him.

Sandy Burns and

Monty Montgomery

Pampa Animal Control

Proud to say
it’s my town

I'he holidays are such a
wonderful time of vear.

What a perfect time to
spread cheer and love to all.

The great people of
Pampa helped make the hol-
iday season a special one for
the residents and staft’ of
Pampa Nursing Center. We
had so many wonderful car-
oling groups from several
schools that came and sang
with all their hearts. Joy was
spread throughout our home
with every note.

Many church groups and
different organizations vol-
unteered their time visiting.
singing, and making special
things for our residents.

Volunteers make such a
difference not only in our
home but also throughout
Pampa.

It is so nice to have the
“Celebration of Lights.” My
kids love it! The whole town

Continued on Page 5
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concerned. Sam  Hou$ton
Electric Cooperative
(SHECO) is obsessed with
clear-cutting a huge swath
2.7 miles long through the

Holy Trinity Wilderness
Cathedral, Zwicky Creek
Woichid 1opdie

Sanctuary, Skyla
Westernmost

[Longleaf” Pine Bl‘yant :

Preseryve;
Perpetual
F-o 't e 81
Preserve and
the Beaver Sanctuary.”

I'm not saying | don’t
sympathize with the beavers,
but isn’t saying SHECO *is
obsessed™ a bit extreme?
And how wide is this 2.7-
mile “swath™ expected to

be?

News Editor

ENN claims less costly
alternatives exist for
SHECO. but provides no
real specifics.

I must say, | regard as
highly suspicious arguments
that appeal more to my emo-
tions than
to my
intellect
(limited
though it

may be).
A T h e

T contact
for ENN is listed as George
H. Russell. In the bio at the
end of the ENN release,
Russell is described as “an
outspoken opponent of the
death penalty”™ who *is a res-
ident of Huntsville, Texas,
known worldwide as ‘The

LT

City of Death.

“Russell, 59, is an educa-
tional video producer, envi-
ronmental activist, historic
preservation specialist, pho-
tographer, art and antique
collector,  philanthropist,
American patriot and ethi-
cian.”

In case you're wondering
as | did what an ethician is,
let me enlighten you. An
ethician, according to
Merriam-Webster  Online
Dictionary, is “‘a specialist in
ethics.”

I feel better about Mr.
Russell and his network
already, don’t you?

The second fax’s headline
screams  “C 1 Host’s
Faulkner Warns of Viruses
Squashing Holiday Cheer

This Season.” Hmmm. Fax-
writers certainly are a dra-
matic lot.

“Beware -~ computer
viruses and phishing (pub-
lishing?) schemes disguised
as season’s greetings are on
the rise,” the fax relates.

“The Zafia e-mail worm

hides behind subject lines

such as ‘Merry Christmas,’
‘Happy Holidays® and
‘Warm Wishes From ..." and
once unleashed, it exploits
Windows operating systems.
This Christmas ‘Grinch’
spreads through e-mail
addresses collected from
computers it infects.”

So on-line enthusiasts
beware.

Merry Christmas.

i

THE GOOD NEWS
IS THAT WE FINALLY
GOT THE MISGILE
DEFENGE GYSTEM TO
WORK....
THE BAD NEWS...

A Ty

A\ OttaweCitizen
Caglecartoons.com

i y
i 0
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10 percent’s good enough for U.S.

Rep. John Linder (R-Ga.)
has authored H.R. 25 “To
promote freedom. fairness.
and economic opportunity
by repealing the income tax
and other taxes, abolishing
the Internal Revenue
Service, and enacting a
national sales tax to be
administered primarily by
the States.™

Before we look at whether
a national sales tax is a good
idea, how about a little
Economics 101 just to con-
vince you that government
spending, not government
taxation, 1s the true measure
of governmental impact on
our lives?

Keeping the numbers

small, suppose the annual
value of what Americans
produce, our gross domestic
product, is $100.

If government spends $40
of: it of
necessity

the govern- Walter
ment  must PR
force us to Williams
spend  $40

Columnist
less. There -
are several
ways  this
can be done. Government
could tax us $40.
Government could borrow,
thereby driving up interest
rates and reducing private
spending. Government could
simply print money, which

would cause inflation and
reduce our purchasing
power. Finally, government
could employ some combi-
nation of the three.

The bot-

tom line is
that if gov-
ernment
spends $40
of our GDP,
we  can’t
spend that
same $40.
There’s no question that tax
reform is needed, but tax
reform is secondary to a
much larger issue — federal
spending. From 1787 to
1920, except during war,
federal spending was a mere

3 percent of GDP, compared
to today’s 20 percent. If the
federal government takes
only 3 percent of the GDP,
just about any tax system is
relatively non-oppressive.
However, if government
were to take 50 percent, 60
percent or 70 percent of the
GDP, you tell me what tax
system would be non-
oppressive.

There’s no question that

some forms of taxation are
worse than others. In addi-
tion to its economic disin-
centive effects and intru-
sions on personal privacy,
our income tax has huge

See TAX, Page 5

ED proposal deserves serious look

Gov. Rick Perry last week
made a pitch for $600 mil-
lion worth of economic
development programs:
$300 million more for the
lexas Enterprise  Fund,
which is used to lure new
businesses to the state, and
$300 million for a new
Emerging Technology Fund,
to foster research and devel-
opment that could help build
an entire industry, not just a
business. The governor’s
proposal ‘deserves serious
consideration and serious
questioning.

Although the state budget
is not as sickly as it was two
years ago when the
l.egislature prepared for the
2001 regular session, it is not

fully recovered, either. Lt
Gov. David Dewhurst has
said the Legislature next
month will start out about $2
billion in the hole. Others
estimate the Legislature
must find more than $5 bil-
lion in new
money over
the next
two years
just to
maintain
the current
two-year
budget. That is before deal-
ing with any real increases in
spending for public or high-
er education, deeply trou-
bled child and adult protec-
tive services, restoring chil-
dren’s health insurance for

Texas Though

Austin American Statesman $600  mil-

poor but working families,
or meeting other needs.
There is also an overdue
state employee pay raise and
higher health insurance costs
for state employees and
retirees.

Yet  the
governor
wants the
Legislature
to stake out

lion for eco-

nomic

development, double the

$295 million lawmakers

appropriated for the creation

of the Texas Enterprise Fund
in 2001.

Skeptics, including some

-economists, argue against

any tax breaks or other gov-
ernment economic incen-
tives at all. Business deci-
sions about where to locate,
they say, should not be influ-
enced by governments bid-
ding for corporate favor with
tax credits, tax cuts, tax for-
giveness, special spending
(such as new roads or water
lines) or other subsidies. As
a practical matter, however,
other states do Austin was in
danger of losing the chip
consortium Sematech to
New York recently because
of that state’s efforts to lure
more high-tech businesses.
Perry has wused the
Enterprise Fund to help nail

See FUNDS, Page 5
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Suspected suicide bombing represents

fundamental military security breach

WASHINGTON (AP) — The sus-
pected suicide attack inside an Army
mess hall in Iraq represents a breach of
the most basic principles of military
security and points to significant weak-
nesses in the screening of Iragis who
are allowed onto the base, experts say.

“This is an incredible occurrence,
that someone could have come in
undetected with some kind of bomb,”
said Mitch Mitchell, -a retired Army
officer who helps design security train-
ing for the military. “It blows my mind
that force protection on the base is that

"

poor.

Tuesday’s explosion at a base near
Mosul killed 22 people, including 14
U.S. service members, injured scores
more and put Pentagon officials on the
defensive against new criticism of
holes in the protections for troops in
Irag.

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, defended the
security plans put in place by the U.S.
commander in northern Iraq, Brig.
Gen. Carter Ham.

“We have had a suicide bomber
apparently strap something to his body
and go into a dining hall. We know
how difficult this is, to prevent people

Myers said Wednesday at a Pentagon
news conference. “This was the insur-
gents that did this. So it’s not General
Ham that attacked his dining hall.”

“This is an incredible
occurrence that someone
could have come in
undetected with some
kind of bomb.”

— Mitch Mitchell
Retired Army officer

Military officials initially said a 122
mm rocket was the likely cause.
Myers would not comment on specif-
ic evidence in the ongoing investiga-
tion of the attack, but said, “If it was a
rocket, you'd find remnants of the
rocket. If it were an improvised explo-
sive device you would find remnants
of the improvised explosive device.”

Like Myers, Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld defended U.S.

enormous challenge to provide force
protection.”

“They have to be right 100 percent
of the time,” he said, standing at
Myers’ side. “An attacker only has to
be right occasionally.”

Elsewhere in Iraq, an international
construction company, Contrack
International Inc., which led a coalition
of firms working on a $325 million
contract to rebuild the country’s roads,
bridges and railways, withdrew from
that contract last month after a surge in
attacks on reconstruction efforts, Lt.
Col. Eric Schnaible of the Pentagon’s
Project and Contract Office in
Baghdad, said Wednesday.

“It’s hard to do construction in a
place where people are shooting at you
or intimidating your work force,”
Schnaible said in a telephone inter-
view. “It’s a challenge across the coun-

Mitchell and other experts said it
was obvious the military was not tak-
ing basic protective actions for U.S.
troops in Iraq. On most bases, troops
have their meals in large dining hall
tents like the one attacked Tuesday, for
example, instead of in small, scattered
groups. That presents a tempting target

Calendar of Events

bent on suicide and stopping them,”

troop security in Iraq, saying it was “‘an

for insurgents, Mitchell said.

Tax

Continued from Page 4

compliance costs estimated to be the
between $250 billion and $500 billion

each year.

Abolition of the IRS and the income
tax code it enforces, replaced by a
national sales, would create greater
economic incentives, enhance personal
privacy, and lower tax compliance cost
by an estimated 90 percent. There'd
also be greater faith and allegiance to
our founders’ constitutional vision, al
expressed in Article I, Section 9, which
says, “No Capitation, or other direct,
Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion
to the Census or Enumeration herein
before directed to be taken.” The
founders feared the abuse and the gov-
ernment power inherent in an income
tax. Another benefit of a national sales a
tax is that being taxed 23 percent to 30
with every purchase we
become more aware of the cost of gov-
ernment. Income taxes and corporate

percent

taxes conceal that cost.

Funds

Continued from Page 4

down a new Toyota truck
plant for San Antonio,
Sematech and, most recent-
ly, to persuade Countrywide
Financial Corp. to carry out
a major expansion 7,500
jobs here in Texas over the
next six years. Some critics
say many of the firms being
awarded state enterprise
money would have located
here anyway. Perhaps so, but
there's usually no way to
know for sure while a com-
pany is nego-

Before we accept a national sales
tax, there are two minimal require-

ments. First,
there must be

But here’s my prediction: Congress
will never enact a sales tax or a flat tax.

Why? The two most powerful con-

a repeal of
1 6th
Amendment
so Congress
can’t hit us
with both an
income and
sales tax.
Second, there
must be a
constitution-
amend-
ment  fixing
the national
sales tax at a
certain per-
centage that
can only be
increased by
three-

IRS and the income
tax code it enforces,
replaced by national
sales, would create

incentives, enhance

gressional . committees are the

House Ways and Means Committee
and the Senate Finance Committee.

bolition of the

greater economic

personal privacy,
and lower tax
compliance cost
by an estimated
90 percent.

Both dispense tax favors to different
Americans that come at the expense
of other Americans. With a sales or
flat tax, their Santa Claus roles, not
to mention campaign contributions,
would be diminished. On top of
that, they'd have restricted opportu-
nities for social engineering through
fiddling around with the tax code.
My personal preference is a con-
stitutional amendment limiting fed-
eral spending to a fixed percentage,
say 10 percent, of the GDP. You say,
“Williams, why 10 percent?” My
answer is that if 10 percent is good
enough for the Baptist Church, it

ought to be good enough for the

fourths vote

of the House of Representatives.
People have advocated a national

sales tax or a flat income tax for years,

and I don’t want to rain on their parade.

Olin

trusts and dismisses such
research and development as
the work of mysterious
eggheads who probably
believe in evolution.

But this is the scale of the
competition: California vot-
ers just committed $3 billion
in state bonding authority to
support stem cell research.
Many Americans have moral
problems with a particular
kind of stem cell research
that uses human embryos,
but the field in general holds
enormous  promise for
human health and human
wealth. Biology is not the
only field likely to see enor-

mous techno-

tiating with =
several states

Somc critics

logical
advances iIn

or communi- the next few
ties. t say many Of thc decades. But

Before - i as the 1980s
committing firms being and 1990s
any  more awarded state demonstrated,
money to the enterprise money the gt
Enterprise . where  basic
Fund, how- would have and  applied
ever, the located here :jcscarlch and
Legislature evelopment
shoguld take a anyway. occurs ir? fields
hard look at with major
the effective- : breakthroughs
ness of its spending so far tend to be those that gain
and weigh its worth against most economically from
some of the state’s other crit- such advances such as

ical needs.

The other fund, Emerging
Technology, is an attempt to
make Texas a more serious

player nationally in fostering -

high-level research and
development and attracting
the scientists, engineers and
others who do such work to
the state. There is still a part
of the Texas psyche that dis-

Silicon Valley in California
or Research Triangle in
North Carolina.

A good chunk of the $300
million Perry proposes for
the Emerging Technology
Fund would go toward fund-
ing state university research
programs an implicit admis-
sion, we think, that the state
has underfunded its universi-

Continued from Page 4

looks.great. What a bless-
ing it is to know the

Christmas spirit is alive and
well here. What a pleasure to
live in such a great place. |
am proud to say, “This is my
town.” -

Kristie Fuller

Pampa

ties for years. It is particular-
ly important that the state
invest in its universities
because in today’s global
economy, the biggest advan-
tage that the United States
has and must retain is its

g‘«;‘ :
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First Baptist Church
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U.S. Congress.
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Walter Williams, Ph.D., is a John M.
Distinguished
Economics  at
University in Fairfax, Va.

George  Mason

ability to carry out funda-
mental research whose find-
ings can be translated into
productive uses for improv-
ing human life, for which
there is always an economic
demand.

Professor of

LifeStyle Medical.
LifeStyle Medical Program
makes available, at no cost
to the patient, breathing
medications and nebuliz-
ers to patients who use
oxygen or who have asth-
ma, emphysema or COPD
if they qualify. The Albuterol
Products are provided to
those with severe breath-
ing conditions and who
meet the additional guide-
lines of the program. For
more information,. call 1-
800-519-4480.

Medicines.md. U.S.
senior citizens now have
access to legitimate e-malil
order links to the world’s
lowest prices on prescrip-
tion drugs by visiting
www.medicines.md on the
Internet, allowing them to
have their prescriptions
filled by licensed pharma-
cies abroad. The service
adheres to FDA guidelines
and offers free access to
regularly updated interna-
tional price lists for the 120
most popular brand-name
prescription drugs as well
as 1,300 generic medi-
cines.

Miracle Ear. Miracle-Ear
Children’s Foundation, a
non-profit  organization,
works in cooperation with
Miracle-Ear Centers
nationwide to provide free
hearing aids and services
to children 16 and under
whose families do not qual-
ify for public assistance,
yet cannot afford the
expense of hearing aids for
their children. For more
information, contact the
local Miracle-Ear Center at
(806) 795-0188 or 1-800-
808-0188.

Serving... Pampa, Borger, Miami,
Mobeetie, Lefors, White Deer,
Panhandle, Mclean

What A Deal...
Refrigerators
Apphances
Electric and Gas Ranges

Mama Mania. Mama
Mania is a support group
for mothers entirely in
Spanish. It meets at 10
a.m., the third Thursday of
each month at Loyvett
Memorial Library * in
Pampa. For more informfa-
tion, call 1-888-892-2273,
ext. 228.

Mom Mania. Mom
Mania, a support group for
mothers with small chil-
dren, meets at 6:30 p.m.,
the  last Tuesday of each
month in the meeting room
at Lovett Memorial Library
in Pampa. Come for facts,
food and fun. Nursery not
included but infants and
toddlers are welcome. For
more information, call 664 .-
2459.

Mommy ‘N’ Me. Mommy
‘N’ Me is a support group
for nursing mothers and
women needing informa-

tion on breastfeeding that

meets at 10 a.m., the first
Monday of each month at
Zion Lutheran Church,
1200 Duncan. For more
information, call 664-2459.

MSAA. A wide range of
free, direct support servic-
es is available to local resi-
dents suffering from muilti-
ple sclerosis through
Multiple Sclerosis
Association of America.
Services include general
information, therapeutic
equipment, educational lit-
erature, national lending
library, no-cost MRIs, cool
suits, wheelchairs and
scooters, support groups
and more. For more infor-
mation, contact MSAA at 1-
800-LEARN-MS or access
www.msaa.com. on the
Internet.

BEST SALES & RENTALS

01N, Cuylere 669-0558

N

Candlelight

Christmas Eve Service
December 24 at 6:00 PM

Adult Choir Music Worship
Pastor - Dr. Johnny Funderburg

Public Is Invited

203 N. West Street
P 669-1155
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Israeli lawmakers say they’ll help settlers resist Gaza withdrawal

JERUSALEM (AP)
Israeli lawmakers have
pledge to join

of the West Bank
that protests could be fierce.

[.awmaker Effie Eitam, a leader

A dozen
signed a
Jewish settlers in
resisting the dismantling of settle-
ments in the Gaza Strip and parts

of the group,

out of hand.

the latest sign “We must not carry out this
evacuation. | think the prime min-
ister has to understand that this

told Israel Army
Radio on Thursday that the petition
calls for nonviolent protests, but
acknowledged that things could get

democracy,’

evacuation slruL hes ..
" Eitam said.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
plan to dismantle 25 settlements
and remove 8,600 settlers from
their homes has infuriated Isrdeli
hard-liners. Protests escalated this
week, after Sharon managed to sta-

. the limits of
settlers’

bilize his wobbly coalition and the
political options were
dwindling. ;

Some settlers, comparing the
evacuation of settlements to the
Nazit Holocaust,
orange Star of David patches, sim-
ilar to those the Nazis forced Jews

Newmont CEO owns up to leaks in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Indonesia

| (AP) The head of U.S.

|

mining giant  Newmont

| Corp. defended his compa-
| ny’s environmental record

l'hursday, saying mercury
emissions at an Indonesian

' mine were well within the

country’s standards and

posed no health hazards.

Wayne Murdy, CEO of

the Denver-based Newmont,
acknowledged that the mine

| in Indonesia, where sick vil-
' lagers have launched a $543
million suit against the com-

pany, released
waste mercury into the air
and 16 tons into the water

over five years.

| interview

| Indonesian

But he said in a telephone
with The
Associated Press that the
emissions were below
government

' standards — which he said
' amounted to the equivalent
' of 22 tons per year until
' 2000, when the country low-
- ered the permissible limit to
| 11 tons per year.

' standards,”
' Denver.

“We were well below any
Indonesian standards and
well  below any U.S.
Environmental Protection
Murdy said from
“We have an excel-

| lent environmental record
| worldwide.™

However, the EPA called
| the release of 33 tons of
| mercury

into the air and

| water over several years at

' the gold mine
(- cern.”

i

“a major con-

The admission by

17 tons of

Newmont — the world’s
largest gold producer — is
the latest setback for the
company in its six-month
battle to defend itself against
pollution allegations in
Indonesia, one of several
countries where it has faced
similar accusations.
Indonesian
authorities
have accused
its local sub-
sidiary,
Newmont

‘We were well
below any

years in jail. ;

Newmont hailed the
court’s decision and said it
had ruled the entire investi-
gation was illegal.
Prosecutors and police,
‘however, said the ruling had
no bearing on the case.

The New York Times
reported
Wednesday
that an inter-
nal company
report
described

Minahasa Indonesian the mercury
dRaya~ _ ot standards and well T e'_ea?f_ 2:5
umping significan
heavy metals below any U.S. and that a
into  Buyat Environmental cleaning sys-
Bay on . tem to con-
Sulawesi PrOtecnon, trol the prob-
island, caus- standards. lem often
ing residents did not
to develop A Wayne Murdy work. The

skin diseases
and tumors.

Newmont CEO

internal
report also

The com-

=== said the

pany received

some good news Thursday
when a court ruled that the
detention of five of its exec-
utives in the case was illegal,
and lifted a travel ban on
them.

The five executives — an
American, an Australian and
three Indonesians — were
accused of corporate crimes
in  connection with the
alleged pollution. They were
released in October after a
month in prison, but still
face trial as soon as next
month. If found guilty, the
men could face up o 15

company
wasn’t abiding by its public
claims that it was upholding
U.S. environmental stan-
dards, the Times said.

Murdy said the article
“draws incorrect conclu-
sions.”

“It makes me feel very
upset because there has been
no scientific studies that
anyone has referenced that
shows any of these allega-
tion are true,” Murdy said.

An EPA staff member,

speaking on condition of

anonymity, said the mercury
release was “significant by

American standards. It’s a
huge amount of mercury to
be releasing into the envi-
ronment.”

Indonesia plans to put on
trial next month five
Newmont executives — an
American, an Australian and
three Indonesians — accus-
ing them of corporate crimes
in connection with the
alleged pollution. If found
guilty, they could face up to
15 years in jail. Sick vil-
lagers have also filed the
$543 million lawsuit against
the company.

The EPA staffer said
Newmont could not have
operated the same way in the
United States.

“They would be required
to have pollution control
equipment and it would have
to work,” the staff member
said. “'If'it was not operating
properly, they would have to
notify EPA how it would be
fixed. If they didn’t, they
would be subject to criminal
and civil penalties.”

The company has said the
EPA does not require a per-
mit for mercury emissions or
review of a site that releases
less than 10 tons of mercury
per year.

Myriad tests on the bay
have produced conflicting
results.

The World Health
Organization and an initial

Environment Ministry
report found the water

unpolluted.

®

ALL

to pin to their lapels.

The campaign caused an uproar
in Israel, which gave refuge to hun-
dreds of thousands of Holocaust
survivors after World War II.
Critics said the settlers belittled the
suffering of the survivors and
caused them new anguish.

Putin defends state-owned
firm’s purchase of oil unit

MOSCOW (AP)— President Vladimir Putin on Thursday
strongly defended the purchase of Yukos oil company assets
by a state-owned firm, saying the state was just protecting its
interests in mmmg to get control of thc second largest oil
production facility in Russia.

In an apparently secret, no-bid sale, the state-owned
Rosneft oil company bought a little known company,
BaikalFinansGroup, that just days earlier had purchased
Yukos’ most important production unit, Yuganskneftegaz,
for $9.3 billion, half of what foreign auditors say it was
worth. The Yuganskneftegaz production unit pumps about
I1 percent of Russia’s oil.

The deal set the stage for the Kremlin’s takeover of the
nation’s largest oil company following a relentless 18-month
official crackdown of Yukos, which supplies about two per-
cent of the world’s oil. Putin’s deputy chief of staff and long-

began wearing

time confidant, Igor Sechin, serves as Rosneft’s chairman of

the board.

“Today, the state — using absolutely legal, market mech-
anisms — is ensuring its interests. | consider this perfectly
normal,” Putin told reporters at his annual press conference,
reminding them of how the oligarchs, or private business-
men, obtained properties at bargain basement prices shortly
after the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. :

*“Some market participants got multibillion state assets
using different tricks, including some violations of then-
existing legislation,” Putin said.

By contrast, he said, the 100-percent state-owned
Rosneft’s purchase of the Yukos stake “was done in absolute
conformity with market means.”

Mikhail Khodorkovsky, founder of Yukos has been in jail
for the last 14 months, and is on trial charged with fraud and
tax evasion. Russian authorities say the oil giant owes $28
billion in taxes, and froze its assets.

Putin cast the moves against Yukos as part of efforts to
uproot corruption and shady bookkeeping. But Kremlin crit-
ics have described it as a political vendetta for
Khodorkovsky’s political activities and an attempt to gain
leverage over the strategically important oil sector.

According to reports, Rosneft gets more than three-quar-
ters of the shares in Yukos' Yuganskneftegaz production
unit.

Alexander Stepanenko, spokesman for Rosneft, con-
firmed the deal to Dow Jones Newswires early Thursday.
“The owners of BaikalFinans made us an offer to sell their
company, and we took it,” Stepanenko said. He would not
disclose the purchase price.
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Hunting
for clues
in cash

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Karl Miller hunts for clues
in cold cash — counterfeit
cash, that is.

Studying a bogus $100
bill, Miller looks for imper-
fections — a wisp of ink
extending outside of a line,
blurred scrollwork, a mot-
tled background — that
might tie it to another one on
record, and help investiga-
tors catch the counterfeiters.

“What we are trying to do
is compare the image that
we see, the details from it, to
the details seen on previous
images of counterfeit,” said
Miller, a counterfeit special-
ist in the Secret Service's
anti-counterfeiting lab.

‘What we are
trying to do is
- compare the
image that we
see, the details
from it, to the
details seen on
previous images
of counterfeit.”

— Karl Miller

Counterfeit
specialist

The Secret Service is the
primary federal agency for
investigating the counter-
feiting of U.S. currency.

A cache of 23,000 unique-
ly classified counterfeit
notes stored in a “‘specimen
vault” helps investigators
make a match. That, in turn,
helps them decide whether
to go after those who made
the phony money or those
who distributed it.

Using microscopes, hand-
held magnifiers and a fleet
of sophisticated instruments
and equipment, investigators
analyze the bogus bills.

“We start with the paper
and work our way to deter-
mine how they did produce
it,” said Lorelei Pagano, a
senior counterfeit specialist.

Real bills, for instance,
have tiny red and blue fibers
embedded throughout.
Counterfeiters often try to
simulate them by printing
tiny red and blue lines on
their paper.

Examiners also look for
attempts to copy security
features, such as watermarks
that become visible when
held -up to light, ink that
shifts colors when a bill is
tilted and embedded security
threads that glow a certain
color when exposed to ultra-
violet light.

Information about how a
counterfeit bill is made also
helps examiners evaluate the
effectiveness of existing
security features.

The lab also studies the
security features of foreign
currencies, keeps up with
new security technologies,
conducts anti-counterfeiting
training and assesses the
effectiveness of possible
changes to U.S. currency.

Roughly 60 percent of

the $37 million in counter-
feit notes passed off as
genuine in the United
States are printed overseas,
mostly in Columbia, the
Secret  Service  says.
Officials suspect the coun-

terfeiting may be related to .

the drug trade.

Most bogus U.S. notes
made overseas are done
through traditional printing
processes, such as offset
printing, while most of those
produced in the United
States are done digitally,
Secret Service officials say.

In general, a traditionally
printed counterfeit note
tends to look better than a
digital one, although quality
can run the gamut for each
type of printing process.

Family: Texas-based worker unafraid to work in Iraq

HOUSTON (AP) — One Texas victim of the
attack on a mess tent in Mosul, Iraq felt it was
his calling to work in the war-torn country, his
wife says.

Leslie W. Davis, 53, of Magnolia and Allen
Smith of Rosharon were among four
Halliburton Co. employees killed Tuesday in
the suicide bomb attack at the military base in
northern Iraq.

Davis, 53, worked at the quality assurance
and quality control department for Houston-
based Halliburton’s KBR subsidiary.

“He was not afraid. He spent a year in

Vietnam on river patrol boats. He was in heavy

combat then,” his wife, Dona, told the Houston
Chronicle in Thursday’s editions. “It had pre-
pared him. He said this is where the Lord want-
ed him and where he should be right now.”
She said she last saw her husband in June,
when he left for Iraq. The former Cy-Fair High
School sweethearts, married for 35 years, talked
on the phone or e-mailed daily. She last spoke
to her husband by phone Monday night as she
was driving home from her job at the Southwest
Airlines reservation center near Hobby Airport:
“He talked about how he felt for the young
soldiers,” she said. "He said he was going to go
out on Christmas and take pictures of all the sol-
diers and have Christmas fun with those with-
out families. He said he would rather die than
one of those young soldiers, without a doubt.
He said, 'l have a chance to leave, but they

Friends of Smith, 45, gathered Wednesday
night at Johnson’s Market & Grill in Pearland.
They mourned the passing of “a good man and
wonderful friend” and avid darts player who
was killed less than a month after going to Iraq.

‘He was not afraid. He
spent a year in Vietnam on
river patrol boats. He was

in heavy combat then. It
had prepared him. He said

this is where the Lord
wanted him and where he
should be right now.”

— Dona Davis
Leslie Davis’ wife

Terry Hartley, a friend and former customer
at the Hoot N Annies’ bar that Smith owned said
the Halliburton worker left for Iraq on Nov. 24.

Smith previously owned a landscaping and
lawn-care business in Brazoria County.

“He went over there for a job that would
make life better — that’s what he was hoping,”

Anthony M. Stramiello Jr., 61, of Astoria,
Ore., and Brett A. Hunter, 29, of Chickasaw,
Ala., were also killed.

As relatives and friends of the Halliburton
victims mourned, the defense contractor report-
ed that three subcontractors also thought to
have died in the explosion had survived. A total
of 22 people died, including 14 U.S. military
personnel.

“We are thankful and hopeful to learn that
three of our subcontractors, contrary to the first
reports, survived yesterday’s attack,”
Halliburton spokeswoman Wendy Hall said.

The KBR subsidiary manages military mess
halls as the contractor responsible for feeding
U.S. troops, building bases and providing other
logistical support.

Recently, Dona Davis sent her husband a
Christmas tree and presents. The Davises were
looking forward to a vacation in Rome in
March.

A father of four and grandfather of 11, Davis
attended the Fellowship of The Woodlands
Church and was a deacon at Cypress Bible
Church for many years before the couple
moved to Magnolia four years ago.

“I think everybody who knows him would
say he was one of a kind,” Dona Davis said.
"He was the life of everyone. He was the focus,
and he liked to be.”

Information from: Houston Chronicle,

don’t.” **

Hartley said.

http://www.houstonchronicle.com

Security measures modified for women

WASHINGTON (AP) —
In response to numerous
complaints from women, the
government has ordered air-
port security personnel to
avoid touching female pas-
sengers  between their
breasts when performing
patdowns.

Security screeners now
will keep their hands to the
“chest perimeter” of women
unless detection equipment
picks up the possibility that
they are hiding explosives
between their breasts.

The new method takes
into consideration passenger
discomfort while remaining
steadfast in mitigating risks,
said Transportation Security
Administration spokesman

Mark Hatfield.

The nation’s 45,000
screeners are being told to
pat down the perimeter of
the chest, backsides and
abdomen, effective today.

TSA has made other mod-
ifications. Last week it
began allowing passengers
to lower their arms after the
first part of a search so they
can be more comfortable.

Women have complained
about the intrusiveness of
the searches. “This reduces
some of the anxiety that
some passengers have
expressed,” Hatfield said,
adding that the change does
not weaken security efforts.

Roughly 2 million passen-
gers a week are patted down.

Gold coin tossed into SA kettle

HOUSTON (AP) — This
holiday donation to the
Salvation Army was almost
solid gold.

It was a South African
Krugerrand, worth about
$400.

The one-ounce gold coin
was wrapped in a dollar bill
and dropped into one of the
nonprofit organization’s ket-
tles Monday by an unidenti-
fied donor.

Agency officials who dis-
covered the coin Tuesday
while counting the previous
day’s donation could not
recall another instance when
such a gift was made here.

The coin was confirmed
as authentic at a Houston
bank.

“It’s the first time we've
gotten a gold piece like
that,” said Maj. John Jones,
area commander for the
Metropolitan Salvation
Army.

But Jones speculated that

news reports of a 20-year
tradition of dropping gold
coins into holiday kettles in
the Chicago area may have
prompted the donation out-
side a drug store in
Houston’s West University
area.

The gift was made the day
after one report in Sunday’s
Houston Chronicle, which
prompted Salvation Army
workers to say it wouldn’t
happen in Southeast Texas.

“As soon as we said that,
one showed up in our ket-
tle,” said Jones. “I don’t
know if it was planned, but it
was pretty simultaneous.”

More than 300 gold coins
have been collected since
1982 in Chicago, with 10
coins donated there so far
this year.

The Salvation Army has
also received gold coin
donations in about a dozen
other states.

Hats off to you, my
customers. I couldn't
have asked for a better

bunch of folks, than you.

Happy Holidays To Your
Family From Mine

ReDonn, Keith
& Autumn Woods

Some are searched this way
after setting off metal detec-
tors twice; others are chosen
by computer.

The government has
directed airpori screeners to
carry out more frequent,
more thorough searches for
explosives. That policy was
instituted Sept. 22, after 90
people were killed in two
plane crashes in Russia
believed to have been caused
by Chechen women who
carried explosives on board.

For female passengers,
screeners would use the back
of the hand. to pat down the
center line of the chest and
follow the bra line below the
breast.
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heard from many readers who
identified with that letter and felt
it was important for her to break
away. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: A husband who
tells his wife she's worthless and
stupid is using verbal abuse to
wear her down and control her.
Marriage counseling and psychia-

health could be at stake. -- EMT IN
CINCINNATI

DEAR EMT: I've got the mes-
sage -- and I'm sure my readers
will, too.

% %k %k %k %k %k
‘DEAR ABBY: Have you
ever wondered where your readers
come up with aliases they give to

©2004 by King Features Syndicate inc. World rights reserved
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Sports Day

NBA, union to argue
brawl suspensions

By CHRIS SHERIDAN
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) —
The question of whether
Jermaine O’Neal will play
on Christmas will be in the
hands of a federal court
Jjudge.

The NBA and the play-
ers’ union were due in court
Thursday morning, one day
after an arbitrator knocked
10 games off the penalty
O’Neal received from com-
missioner David Stern for
fighting with fans during
the Nov. 19 Pacers-Pistons
brawl. Three other suspen-
sions were upheld.

O’Neal’s penalty was
reduced from 25 to 15
games, making him eligible
to return Saturday in the
nationally televised
rematch — but only if the
judgment stands up in
court.

The NBA has already
filed a lawsuit in U.S.
District Court challenging
arbitrator Roger Kaplan’s
authority to hear the griev-
ance, a complaint that
remains pending before
Judge George B. Daniels.

At Thursday’s hearing,
the union is expected to ask
the judge to issue an order
granting immediate
enforcement of Kaplan’s
ruling, thereby making
O’Neal eligible for
Saturday’s game.

“We have consistently
maintained that the arbitra-
tor. has no legitimate role in
this matter,” NBA deputy
commissioner Russ Granik
said. “While we obviously
agree with Mr. Kaplan’s
decision upholding virtual-
ly all of the suspensions, we

don’t agree with his conclu- |

sion that the conduct did
not occur on the playing
court, and we have no
choice other than to chal-
lenge it in federal court.”
In a 28-page decision,
Kaplan upheld Ron Artest’s
season-long suspension and
the penalties given to
Stephen  Jackson (30
games) and  Anthony
Johnson (five games).

See BRAWL, Page 10

Gone to the dogs ' | '
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The fifth and sixth grade Optimist Girls’ Bank of America-Junkyard Dogs basketball team, lost just its
first preseason game, and then went undefeated. The team finished in first place in the league. The girls
also went undefeated in the Optimist Tournament, where they claimed another first place prize. The Junk
Yard Dogs are, from left to right, front row- Megan Pirtle, Liz Hoelting, Monica Parish and Kylee Wyatt.
Back row- Coach Jeff Kelly Wyatt, Karen Perez, Holly Gage, Kayla Hughes and assistant Russ Hughes.
Not pictured- Ashtin Sackett.

Do not confuse intense emotion

as Coach Jeft Reed being mean

While attending the Pampa
High School varsity basketball
games at McNeely Field House
this past Monday, 1 overheard a
woman ask her husband, “He’s
kind of mean, isn’t he?” The ‘he”
she was referring to was boys var-
sity Head Coach Jeff Reed. Reed,
as he does many times, had his
team gathered at the bench (seats
actually), "vhere he was laying out
| a plan of attack he obviously
believed would give his team its
best chance to beat Plainview in
the waning moments of what had
been an exciting game.

His intensity is easily seen in
his face and heard by those sitting
just feet away from the bench. He
was admonishing silly mistakes,
while emphasizing those things
his team was doing right.

When the game resumed, he
took his now familiar knee, rested
his chin in his hand and looked on
as Pampa executed the plan. Now
and then, he would spring to his
feet, look at his bench and ask
with emotion, “What are they
doing?” Or, “Why won’t he pass
the ball?”

Sure, Reed has an intensity
about him. As any good coach, he
believes his team is going to win

every game it plays. No one in
their right mind steps on to the
floor and thinks, “Well, we’re
probably going to lose this game.
So I'll just try to make it as pain-
less as possible.”

Michael J.
Stevens

Sports
Editor

In the heat of the battle, espe-
cially a close one such as this
game was — when you can taste
victory — you want to instill in
your team that same level of
intense emotion. And if you are
not getting the desired response,
you do what is necessary to
achieve it. Many NASCAR driv-
ers will instruct their spotters and
other team members prior to a
race to talk to them. Let them
know what they are doing right
and what they are doing wrong.
Criticize when needed, while
offering the occasional atta-boy.
In other words, help them to keep
their heads in the race.

This is what Reed does. He

takes every measure and opportu-
nity to keep his players’ heads in
the game.

Reed is a strategist. Pay atten-
tion to him while he paces the
floor. You can see the wheels turn-
ing. | think he is game-planning
what is taking place on the floor
as it happens as well as, even if
only deep-in his mind, consider-
ing the next opponent. Not think-
ing ahead, per se. But maybe try-
ing something now to gauge how
it might work later.

He obviously knows and under-
stands every nuance of the game.
He works the refs for the right
reason while he yells challenges
to his team.

By the time the game ended
Monday night, my wife turned to
me and said, “I’'m worn out just
watching him.” Little did she
know how accurate her observa-
tion was.

Is Jeff Reed mean? Not at all.
Pulling the legs off a grasshopper
is mean. Giving a wedgie is mean.
Leaving Santa cookies but no
milk is mean.

Jeff Reed is a coach. And, I for
one, wouldn’t have it any other
way.

BCS won’t be destroyed by

Count on Yanks to keep
zeroing in on Johnson

By STEVE WILSTEIN
Associated Press

If money talks,
Steinbrenner shouts.

At least that’s how the New
York Yankees' boss has gone about
his business most of the time over
the past three decades.

Has he gone soft lately, been a
little too tentative”?

He put up the big bucks for Alex
Rodriguez, Gary Sheftield and
Kevin Brown last year. But
Steinbrenner passed on Manny
Ramirez when Boston put him on
waivers, and couldn’t craft a trade
for Randy Johnson during the sea-
son.

The Boss then fumed when he
watched the Yankees — three outs
from a sweep — lose to the Red
Sox in the AL championship
series.

Stuff like that gets on
Steinbrenner’s nerves and makes
his check-writing fingers twitch.

Two players he covets are out
there for the taking right now and
he seems ready to shout, pound,
pounce, do whatever it takes to
beat Boston in a renewal of their
arms race.

With two shopping days left
before: Christmas, Steinbrenner
still doesn’t have the presents he
most wants for himself and Yankee
fans: Johnson, the five-time Cy

George

Young Award winner, and free-
agent slugger Carlos Beltran.

Johnson, at 41 still the nastiest
left-hander in baseball, was close
to being gift-wrapped in pinstripes
until the proposed three-team, 10-
player megadeal with the Arizona
Diamondbacks and Los Angeles
Dodgers blew up. The Dodgers
scuttled the deal, the Yankees felt
betrayed, and the Diamondbacks
were left in limbo.

Beltran and his agent, Scott
Boras, spent an hour in Tampa,
Fla., talking with Steinbrenner and
other top Yankee officials on
Tuesday, then went to Kissimmee
on Wednesday to hear what the
Houston Astros had to say.

The Yankees didn’t make an
offer, but let the center fielder ask
questions about playing in New
York. It was a soft-sell approach,
backed by Steinbrenner’s reputa-
tion for paying top dollar. Maybe
Steinbrenner mentioned along the
way that Hall of Famers Joe
DiMaggio and Mickey Mantle
once roamed center in Yankee
Stadium.

“When the Boss gets talking, it
gets serious and vou get excited,”
Yankees manager Joe Torre said.

The Astros, trying to persuade
Roger Clemens to pitch one more
year, surely do not want to lose
Beltran.

See YANKS, Page 10

Associated Press decision

NEW YORK (AP) —
The Bowl Championship
Series is ready to move on
without The Associated
Press college football poll.

“I wasn’t surprised by
the AP’s decision.” Big
East commissioner Mike
Tranghese said. "1 don’t
think it’s a negative issue.
We’'re just going to have to

put our heads together and |

come up with an alternative
way of picking the teams
for the 1-2 game.™

The Associated Press
told the BCS on Tuesday to
stop using its poll to deter-
mine which teams play for
a national title.

BCS coordinator and Big
12 commissioner Kevin
Weiberg has said the BCS
hopes to have a new formu-
la ready by April.

“We're not

heading

toward a playoftt,”
Tranghese said Wednesday.

So for the second straight
season and ‘the fifth time
since the system was imple-
mented in 1998, the BCS
will change the way it com-
putes its standings.

This season, the BCS
streamlined its formula and
put heavy emphasis on the
AP and ESPN/USA Today
coaches poll. The goal was
to make it more likely that
Nos. 1 and 2 in the polls
played in the national title
game, unlike last season
when Southern California
was a consensus No. | but
left out of the BCS champi-
onship.

Without the AP poll, the
BCS’s current formula is
left with the coaches poll
and six computer rankings.

See BCS, Page 10

Ilinois wins a close one as No. 1

(AP) [llinois had nothing but
easy wins so far this season. The top-
ranked Illini even cruised over the
likes of Wake Forest and Gonzaga.

For the first time this season they
were pushed to final minute and it was
still a victory, 70-64 over Missouri on
| Wednesday night.

“I'd love to win every game by 20,
| but that’s hard,” guard Deron Williams
| said, shorting his team two points off

their average margin of victory. “We
| needed to win a game like this.”
' Luther Head scored 20 points, and
Williams had nine of his 19 over the
| final 3:19 to help the Hlini (11-0) over-
come foul problems, poor shooting
and a second-half surge by the Tigers
| (6-5).

Roger Powell Jr. had 14 points for
Ilinois, which matched its season
worst for shooting at 42.3 percent but
still won its fifth straight over Missouri
in the annual game played at the
Savvis Center in St. Louis.

Illinois entered the game leading the
country in shooting at 53 percent and

AR AR SR WL T Y iptisbips

the closest any team had come was
Arkansas. which lost by 12 points.
Those were things Illini coach Bruce
Weber didn’t think would matter in the
“Braggin® Rights™ game.

‘They raised their level,
they battled, they fought.”
Bruce Weber
Head Coach, Hlinois Hlini

*It’s too big of a game, and you add
the extra incentive of us being No. 1.7
Weber said. “They raised their level,
they battled. they fought.”

In other games involving ranked
tecams on Wednesday, it was: No. 2
Kansas 73, Wisconsin-Milwaukee 62;
No. 5 Wake Forest 81, New Mexico
64; No. 7 Syracuse 88, Rice 72; No. 8
Kentucky 92, William & Mary 47; No.
9 Georgia Tech 90, Charleston

Southern 48: No. 11 Connecticut 87,
Central Connecticut State 59; No. 12
Washington 114, Sacred Heart 53; No.
15 Texas 97. Centenary 52; No. 18
Louisville 77, Austin Peay 49; No. 19
Alabama 76, Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi 54; No. 21 Mississippi State
95, Jacksonville State 53; and No. 22
Cincinnati 84, La Salle 63.

Linas Kleiza had 25 points, one off

his career best, for Missouri. He was

1 1-for-13 from the free-throw line and

had seven rebounds and three assists.
He also helped put Illinois™ frontline

in foul trouble by bulling inside for |

shots.

“Linas was in an
Missourt guard Jimmy
said. “His mind was set, we told him
they couldn’t guard him. They could-
n’t do nothing but foul him.”

T'he Tigers trailed by 15 points at
halftime. They cut the deficit,to five
points with just under 8 minutes left
and then to four on Jason Horton’s 3-
pointer with 14 seconds to go.

See NCAA, Page 10
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Miami heat .

The First State Bank of Miami girls’ basketball team tied White Deer for First Place in the
third and fourth grade girls’ division of Pampa Optimist Basketball. Both teams went unde-
feated in regular season play. The team is, from left to right, front row- Shelbie Carr, Allie
Brister, Jessica Gibbs and Amanda Druin. Middle- Brandi Surrage, Crystal Graziano, Jessie

BCS .

Continued from Page 9

Hansen said.

ments.

But a committee

two at-large spots.

have automatic entry.

Smith, Monti Sappenfield and Bethany Strange. Back- Coaches Sandy and Ron Carr.

Yanks

Continued from Page 9

They reportedly have
oftered him $70 million
over five years.

The 27-year-old switch-
hitter smacked 23 homers
in 90 games for Houston
last summer after coming
over from Kansas City, fin-
ishing the season with a
combined .267 batting
average, 38 home runs, 104
RBIs and 42 stolen bases.

Though he batted only
258 for the Astros well
below his .284 career aver-

age — he led them to with- |

in one win of the World
Series, batting 417 with
four homers in the NL
championship series after
hitting .455 with four
homers in the division
series.

Whatever it takes.
Steinbrenner is aiming to
get the men he wants this
time, especially when the
opposition is busy.

The Red Sox lost Pedro
Martinez to the New York
Mets but have been active
in the free-agent market.
They plucked shortstop
Edgar Renteria from St
Louis (S$S40 million, four
years) to replace Orlando
Cabrera. snapped up right-
handed pitcher Matt
Clement trom the Chicago
Cubs ($25.5 million, three
years), and signed left-han-
der David Wells (S8 mil-

lion, two vyears) among
other deals.
I'he Yankces™ biggest

free-agent acquisitions so
tar have been Carl Pavano
from Florida ($39.95 mil-
lion, four years), and secc-
ond baseman Tony
Womack from St. Louis (S4
million, two years).

What will it take to nab
Johnson and Beltran?

More money, more cre-
ativity, more persuasion.

[o get Johnson, the
Yankees probably will have
to structure another three-
way deal (with or without
the Dodgers) to send
Arizona the players it
wants. They’ll also have to
wave at least $50 million in
front of Johnson. He’'s
owed $16 million next sea-
son and likely would want a
two-year extension.

Johnson has a no-trade
clause and hasn’t indicated
he’d be willing to play for a
team  other- than - the
Yankees. That doesn’t mean
he wouldn't change his
mind if, say, Boston or
some other championship
contender came calling. [t
does mean this is the time

for Steinbrenner and his

front-oftice crew to close
the deal. ‘

Arizona managing gener-
al partner Ken Kendrick
realizes he has to make a
move soon.

“We don’t think it's a

healthy thing for us or for -

(Johnson) for the uncertain-
ty of his situation to contin-

ue - into o .next o yeln e
Kendrick said.

lo get Beltran, who
would  replace  Bernie

Williams as the Yankees’
starting  center  fielder.
Steinbrenner would have to
do two things: Blow away
the Astros™ offer and per-
suade Beltran that he will
be happier in the Big Apple
than in Houston.

Is Beltran worth S15 mil-
lion to $20 million a season
for five or six vears? Is a
41-year-old Johnson worth
S50 million over three
vears? Is anybody worth
that kind of money?

likely to happen.”

strength of schedule.

The BCS could just stick with
those two and change the weighting
system. Or it could add more com-
puters. Or maybe it could even
revive the strength of schedule
component, which was eliminated
because it was deemed redundant.

“We certainly have other options
on how to select and rank the
teams,” Pac-10 commissioner Tom

The BCS already was looking at
the possibility of a selection com-
mittee picking the teams for the
championship game, taking a page
from the NCAA basketball tourna-

probably
wouldn’t be the best way to fill the

And starting with the 2006 sea-
son, the number of at-large teams is
destined to go up as the BCS
expands to five games to allow
greater access to teams from out-
side the six conferences that now

“Adding the fifth game is going
to give us less pressure,” Hansen
said. “One of the problems has
been good teams being left out.
With one more game, that’s less

The original BCS formula was
comprised of an average of the two
human polls, an average of three
computer rankings, total losses and

Since then the computers rank-
ings have changed in number and
name and other elements have
come and gone. The polls have
been a constant.

The coaches poll is not likely to
follow the AP’s path.

“We’ll be a part of it if we are
asked to be a part of it.” said Grant

Teaff, the president of the
American  Football Coaches
Association, which oversees the
poll.

The AP said in a statement that
“the BCS’s unauthorized use of its

poll has “harmed AP’s reputation
and interfered with® AP’s agree-
ments with AP poll voters.”

So losing the AP poll doesn’t
spell doom for the BCS and is not a
step toward creating the playoff
system the fans and a growing
number of coaches want.

The university presidents have
made it clear they won’t sign off on
a playoff system.

ABC, unhappy with the BCS’s
idea of adding another game with
no championship ramifications,
tried to push the BCS toward a
playoff during contract negotia-
tions for broadcast rights earlier
this year. But the BCS simply
found another suitor, happy to buy
what it was selling.

The BCS signed a four-year deal
worth $320 million with Fox last
month for the broadcast rights to
the Fiesta, Orange and Sugar bowls
from 2007-10 and the national title
game from 2007-09.

“The BCS is here and it’s going
to continue,” Tranghese said.

“GOING TO THE PRO BOWL

NEW YORK (AP) — With 25 new-
comers, the Pro Bowl is going to have
a different look.

While. the two 13-1 teams,
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, led in
total selections announced

Wednesday, the biggest thrill was for
those first-timers such as Arizona
defensive end Bertrand Berry and
Buftalo kick returner Terrence McGee.

“It’s been a tremendous journey.
One that has seen a lot of ups and
downs,” said Berry, the Cardinals’
main offseason signing. *“To be at this
point at this stage of my career, [ can’t
put it into words. It’s a blessing, and a
great story for young kids to know that
if you stay persistent and never give up
on your dreams, then good things can
happen.”

Good things such as beating out the
likes of Dante Hall as the AFC’s kick
returner for the Feb. 13 game in
Honolulu.

“I didn’t think I'd be as excited as |
was today when they called my name
out,” McGee said. “It feels good, but it
will feel much better when | get over
there and see my name on the back of
the jersey.”

Berry has 12 1/2 sacks, tied with

| Simeon Rice for the NFC lead. McGee
| has run back four kicks for touch-
- downs, tying a league record.

“That makes it just as special

' because Dante is out there each year

doing something amazing on special
teams,” McGee said.
The other AFC first-timers in ballot-

ing by players, fans and coaches were

Chargers quarterback Drew Brees and
tight end Antonio Gates; Steelers cen-
ter Jeft’ Hartings, linebacker James
Farrior and safety Troy Polamalu;

. Cincinnati cornerback Tory James;

Houston wideout Andre Johnson;
Kansas City guard Brian Waters and
Baltimore linebacker Terrell Suggs.
For the NFC, newcomers were
Eagles cornerback Lito Sheppard,

' safety Michael Lewis and linebacker

Ike Reese; Giants running back Tiki
Barber; Dallas tight end Jason Witten;
Green Bay fullback William
Henderson and wideout Jevon Walker;
Carolina linebacker- Dan Morgan;
Washington  linebacker = Marcus
Washington; Detroit kick returner
Eddie Drummond; defensive tackles
Shaun Rogers of Detroit and Kevin
Williams of Minnesota; and all three
defensive ends: Berry, Atlanta’s
Patrick Kerney and Carolina’s Julius
Peppers. :

‘It feels good, but it will
feel much better when I get
over there and see my name

on the back of the jersey.’

— Terrence McGee
Kick Returner, Buffalo Billse

“In my opinion, this has been his
best season with us,” Panthers coach
John Fox said of Peppers. “I think

every game he just gets better and bet- .

ter, and I think he’ll continue that for
some time.”

The rest of the nine Eagles selected
— the most representatives voted in
for one team since 1998 — were quar-
terback Donovan McNabb, wide
receiver Terrell Owens, who had ankle
surgery Wednesday and. is out for the
rest of the regular season and perhaps
the playoffs, tackle Tra Thomas, line-
backer Jeremiah Trotter, kicker David
Akers, and safety Brian Dawkins.

The Eagles already clinched home-
field advantage for the NFC playoffs.
Pittsburgh owns the AFC North crown
and had the next-most selections with
six: Farrior, Polamalu, Hartings, line-
backer Joey Porter, guard Alan Faneca
and wide receiver Hines Ward.

That led the AFC, ahead of
Baltimore and Kansas City with five

Philadelphia leads Pro Bowl roster with nine

each, while Indianapolis and New
England had four apiece.

Green Bay, Atlanta and Dallas had
four each in the NFC.

Peyton Manning set a record in the
fan voting and was a runaway choice
for AFC quarterback, along with the
Patriots’ Tom Brady and Brees.

“l certainly appreciate it,” said
Manning, one touchdown pass short of
Dan Marino’s record of 48 in a season.

sy s

”»

the'‘coaches and the fans, and I'm
proud to represent the Colts there.”

For only the third time, a set of
brothers made the same Pro Bowl.

Cornerback Ronde Barber of Tampa
Bay and running back Tiki Barber of
the Giants were selected for the NFC
roster — the first twins to make it.

The other brothers were Bruce and
Clay Matthews in 1989 and 1990, and
Sterling and Shannon Sharpe from
1993-95.

Other AFC notables were Colts
wide receiver Marvin Harrison, run-
ning back Edgerrin James and defen-
sive end Dwight Freeney, the league’s
sacks leader with 15; the Jets’ Curtis
Martin, the league’s leading rusher
with 1,511 yards; and Chargers run-
ning back LaDainian Tomlinson.

The NFC runners along with Barber
were Shaun Alexander of Seattle and
Ahman Green of Green Bay.

Joining McNabb as NFC quarter-
backs were Michael Vick of Atlanta
and Daunte Culpepper of Minnesota.

Tampa Bay linebacker Derrick
Brooks made it for the eighth consec-
utive time, joining four others — Jack
Lambert, Lawrence Taylor, Mike
Singletary and Reggie White — who
have won a Super Bowl, Defensive
Player of the Year and eight straight
trips to Hawaii.

“You take it in stride,” Brooks said.
“We’re in a different position. You
always want to be humble by the
selection, don’t want it to take away
from the goal at hand.”

NCAA

No. 2 Kansas 73, Wis.-Milwaukee
62
Keith Langford scored 21 points
and Aaron Miles became the Big 127
career assist leader as the Jayhawks (8-
0) played for the first time since pre-
season All-America Wayne
No. 5 Wake Forest 81,
| Mexico 64
I'he Demon Deacons (10-1) pulled
away in the second half behind the
guard trio of Chris Paul (23 points),
Justin Gray (17) and Taron Downey
(16).
No. 7 Syracuse 88, Rice 72
Gerry McNamara had 19 points, 10
assists and a career-high nine rebounds
| and Josh Pace equaled his career high
with 22 points for the Orange (11-1).
No. 8 Kentucky 92, William &
' Mary 47

New

Chuck Hayes scored 18 points and
Kelenna Azubuike added 17 for the
Wildcats (8-1). who won their fourth
straight.

No. 9 Georgia Tech 90, Charleston
Southern 48

Isma'il  Muhammad scored 16
points and Luke Schenscher added 14
for the Yellow Jackets (8-1), who

bounced back from their first loss of

the season with the home win.

No. 11 Connecticut 87, Cent.
Connecticut 59
Marcus Williams had a school-

record 16 assists, and Josh Boone and
Charlie Villanueva each scored 20
points for the Huskies (6-1) at the
Hartford Civic Center.

No. 12 Washington 114, Sacred
Heart 53

Jamaal Williams scored a career-

high 22 points to lead a school-record
eight players in double figures for the
Huskies (9-1), who won their fifth
straight game.

No. 15 Texas 97, Centenary 52

Kenny Taylor scored 23 points and l
the Longhorns (8-2) dominated with
defense in the opener of a five-game
holiday homestand.

No. 18 Louisville 77, Austin Peay
49

laquan Dean scored 16 points and
Ellis Myles had 12 points and 12
rebounds for the Cardinals (8-2) in the
championship game of their Billy
Minardi Classic.

No. 19 Alabama 76, Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi 54

Kennedy Winston had 24 points and
12 rebounds for Alabama (10-1),
which closed the game with a 24-4
run.

Aaron White led the
Islanders (7-2) with 13 points.

No. 21 - Mississippi St. 95,
Jacksonville St. 53

lLawrence Roberts had 22 points and
20 rebounds for the Bulldogs (11-2).
the game played in Jackson, Miss.
about 140 miles from their campus.

visiting

Brawl

Continued from Page 9

In reducing O’Neal’s ban,
Kaplan cited O’Neal’s
“character, community
involvement and citizen-
ship” while also deeming
Stern’s punishment “exces-
sive.”

“This should not be
viewed as condoning what
O’Neal did. He did punch a
fan. The 15-game suspen-
sion is a significant penalty.
The NBA cannot tolerate
such conduct,” Kaplan wrote
in his decision, a copy of
which was obtained by The
Associated Press.

The union had asked for
substantial reductions in the
penalties during a six-hour
arbitration hearing at a

Manhattan law office. The
NBA declined to participate,
saying Kaplan had no juris-
diction to arbitrate penalties
for on-court behavior — an
area in which the league
contends the commissioner
has sole discretion.

Kaplan ruled that he had
jurisdiction to hear the case,
and that Stern had just cause
to issue the suspensions he
gave to Artest, Jackson and
Johnson.

“It is generally understood
and indisputable that the riot
that ensued was one of ‘the
worst, if not the worst, in the
history of sports,” Kaplan
wrote.

Indiana has lost 10 of 15
games since the brawl, using
patchwork lineups in an
effort to make up for the loss
of three of the team’s five
leading scorers,
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1 Public Notice
NOTICE TO

Notice is hereby given
that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate
of DELMAR H. WAT-
KINS, Deceased, were is-
sued on December 20,
2004, in Docket No.
9147, pending in the
County Court of Gray
County, Texas, to: Sandra
B. Watkins and Billy M
Smith.
Sandra B. Watkins is a
resident of Gray County,
Texas. Billy M. Smith is
a resident of Gray Coun-
ty, Texas. Claims may be
presented in care of the
attorney for the Estate,
addressed as follows:
Sandra B. Watkins and

Billy M. Smith,

Independent
Co-Executors
Estate of
Delmar H. Watkins,
Deceased

¢/o Don R. Lane

P.O. Box 1781
Pampa, Tx. 79066-1781
All persons having claims
against this Estate which
is currently being admin-
istered are required to
present them within the
ume and in the manner
prescribed by law

1 Public Notice

I

DATED the 20th day of
December, 2004.

Sandra B. Watkins

Billy M. Smith

B-45 Dec. 23, 2004

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given
that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate
of LLOYD M. SIMP-
SON, Deceased, were is-

sued on December 21,
2004, in Docket No.
9135, pending in the

County Court of Gray
County, Texas, to: JER-
RY LLOYD SIMPSON,
CONSTANCE SIMP-
SON LARGIN and PAU-
LA M. SIMPSON.

Jerry Lloyd Simpson is a
resident of Gray County,
Texas; Constance Simp-
son Largin is a resident of
Gray County, Texas; and
Paula M. Simpson is a
resident of Los Angeles
County, California. The
resident agent for Paula
M. Simpson is Scott
Simpson, a resident of
Gray County, Texas.
Claims may be presented
in care of the attorney for

1 Public Notice

R ——
the Estate, addressed as
follows:

Jerry Lloyd Simpson,
Constance
Simpson Largin and
Paula M. Simpson
Joint Independent
Executors
Estate of
Lloyd M. Simpson,
Deceased
c/o Don R. Lane
P.O. Box 1781
Pampa, Tx. 79066-1781
All persons having claims
against this Estate which
is currently being admin-
istered are required to
present them within the
time and in the manner

prescribed by law.
DATED the 21st day of
December, 2004.
Jerry Lloyd Simpson
Constance
Simpson Largin
Paula M. Simpson

B-46 Dec. 23, 2004

5 Special Notices

e ———
ADVERTISING Materi-

al to be placed in the
Pampa News, MUST be
placed through the Pam-

13 Bus. Opp.

BARBER / BEAUTY
Shop for sale. Great loca-
tion!! Call 341-0675.

14d Carpentry

A
NEW Const., remodeling,
replacement windows.
Shawn Deaver Constr.
662-2977, 665-0354.

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-6347.

ADDITIONS, remodel-
ing, roofing, cabinets,
painting, all types repairs.
Mike Albus, 665-4774.

14e Carpet Serv.

I
NU-WAY Cleaning serv-
ice, carpets, upholstery,
walls, ceilings. Quality
doesn't cost...It pays! No
steam used. Bob Marx
owner-operator. 665-
3541, or from out of
town, 800-536-5341.

14h Gen. Serv.

. —
COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or build
new. Free estimates. Call
669-7769.

tion Settling? Cracks in
bricks or walls? Door
won't close? Call Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. Stabiliz-
ing & Foundation Level-
ing. 1-800-299-9563 o
806-352-9563 Amarillo.

=

14n Painting

tape. 35 yr. exp. Referen-
Call Gene Calder

14s Plumbing/Heat

JACK'S Plumbing &
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos-
ter, 665-7115- faucets,
plumbing suppiies, new
constr., repair, remodel-
ing, sewer / drain clean-
ing, septic systems instal-
led. Visas/MC

Larry Baker
Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

14u Roofing

Carpentry, Roofing, Re-
placement windows. steel
siding &trim Jerry Nicho-
las 669-9991, 662-8169

pa News Office Only.

R
TexSCAN Week of
December 19, 2004

ADOPTION

Note: It 15 illegal to be paid for anything beyond
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption.
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? We
can help' We specialize in matching families with
birthmothers natnonwide. TOLL FREE 24 hours a
day. 1-866-921-0%65 One True Gaft Adoptions.

AUTOMOBILES

AAA RATED DONATION. Donate your car, boat

rrea estale [RS tax deductible Free pick-up/tow
any modelicondinon Help underpnivileged children,
-80- 59852 1 Outreachcenter org

SINESS OPPORTUNITY

#] CASH COW!! 90 vending machines in 30
wrnoms - §5 295 Call now! 1-800-836-3464,

&¥. VENDING

AMERICA'S HOTTEST OPPORTUNITY

—JLLAR STORES Own vour own store.

rim $45.900 DollarServices4 Com,
<

E_\l\_-lT TO $&30 weekly >bc-lp|_nrg l.h-c g;;vcm‘

et em-Tme N oexpenence A lot of opportuni-
¢ £ G Scianoes 1-800-493-3688, Code R-37

ADVANCE YOUR DRIVING career!' Increase
© s seckape Coetactors and company needed

o.a Dnver’s License training

(L www pomeine com

ANNOUNCING A PAY raise for 2005' OTR
ey gomg v &t cemismile' Regional drivers

Bk 0l home most weckends!
3 mule' Plus fuel sta-
1-800-44 14953,

Hearlass Express
" DEATLADEADOSRS SO

DRIVERS/A’/CDL FLATBED DRIVERS.
§5° 300 vearly potenual High weekly miles,

=t vear TT expermence SMNX. 1-800-247-8040,
w e STXC S0m

DRIVERS- BANK ON IT! All

the mules
sTwant - Many Tegomatrenoptions; new
b:2 pay increases Low cost CDL traiming
Swift Tr riation \ 231.8209

waw SwintT

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT.
Teams and solos check out our new pay
plan. Owner/Operators, experienced drivers,
solos, teams and graduate students. Call
1-888-MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729). Equal
Opportunity Employer.

DRIVERS: EARN ESTIMATED $100,000 yearly.
Team Drivers only. Home time and insurance. No
Touch freight. 2 years experience. Herring Trucking,
1-888-353-7713 B

DRIVERS: FLATBED OTR, regional and special-
ized $1,000 sign-on, new pay package, excellent
pay and benefits. Company drivers, lease purchase,
Owner/Operators, students start at .32 cpm. Will
train CDL drivers for flatbed. Arrow Trucking,
1-888-679-7323.

DRIVERS, HAPPY HOLIDAYS! $4,000 sign-on,
one year OTR experience/Class A/CDL. $500 on 2nd
paycheck, $500 after 10,000 miles then .03 cpm for
100,000 1-800-569-9232, Conwell Corp

DRIVERS HOME EVERY weekend running Texas
and surrounding states. Competitive pay and benefits,
flatbed experience with steel preferred. Stiles Truck
Line, M-F. 1-800-877-4790 or 1-972-723-2669.
DRIVERS - NEW PAY Package- More freight
- less sitting! Company drivers OTR and regional
freight, Class A/CDL/HazMat. Clean MVR. Call
Bob/Wendy, 1-800-666-0380, NFI Industries

DRIVERS: OWNER/OPERATORS or company,
3,000 miles/week. Owner/Operators earn .98 cpm
Company drivers earn up to .37 cpm plus full ben-
efits. Tango Transport, 1-877-826-4605.
DRIVER OWNER/OPERATORS: TRIMAC
$1.10 loaded, .90 cents empty, tolls paid. A/CDL
with “X" endorsement, two years tractor/trailer
Texas Terminals, 1-866-386-3533, EOE/M/F/D/V.

OTR-FLATBEDS OWNER/OPERATORS. How
about $1.30 per mile! That's what our drivers earn
Company drivers, new pay program, limited open-
ings, EW. Wylie Corp. 1-866-357-2446
WANTED: OWNER/OPERATORS, run regional
fleets. Southern or southwest. Home weekly. top
percentage pay. Call Charlie, 1-888-377-7537, Ext
24, Sunco Carriers.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID training for a high
paying career. Aviation Maintenance. FAA predicts
severe shortage. Financial aid, job placement assis-
tance, 1-888-349-5387, AIM, 6 locations.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CASH LOANS UP to0 $1000.00. No credit check!
Cash in your checking account within 24 hours. Go to
www.paychecktoday or call 1-866-756-06(()

FOR SALE
FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTYV system includes
standard installation! 3 months FREE HBO
and Cinemax!' Access to over 225 channels'
Limited time offer. S&H. Restrictions apply
1-800-264-3458.

HOME BUILDERS

BUY A NEW HOME for the holidays' We design.
finance, build and insure your new custom home
100% financing, $0 down. United-Bilt Homes,
1-8B88-756-2522, www.ubh.com

REAL ESTATE
183.2 ACRES, MULE DEER, blue quail,
dove and javelina. Panther Canyon with shared
well, cactus, sage and greasewood. West Texas,
1-830-885-4578

$185/acre, owner financed
www ranchenterprisesltd com

A BARGAIN. 100 ACRES - $37.900. Trophy white- -

tails. Rolling hills and draws, great access. Abundant
turkey, quail, small game. More available. E-Z terms
Texas Land and Ranches, 1-866-899-5263

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

StateWide Ad LU ] " " m
306 Newspapers, 1.1 Million Circulation

North Region Only............ $175
102 Newspapers, 381,000 Circulation

South Region Only ............ $175
101 Newspapers, 462,000 Circulation

West Region Only.......c.cu... $175
103 Newspapers, 254,000 Circulation

To Order: Call This Newspaper

direct, or call Texas Press Service at
1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE While maost advertisers are reputable. we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contac
the Texas Antorney General at 1-800-6.21-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Call this Newspaper to Advertise Statewide and Regionall

or Call 512-477-6755.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday. Dec.
24,2004:

Often you might need to pitch in and
help others at work or in your daily life
Surprises and the unexpected trail
behind you. Learn to be your own per-
son and to not depend on others or
given situations. Learn to flex. and your
life will become much easier.
Concentrate. focus and avoid scattering
your energy. Be careful not to get
invoived in way-out health fads. as
appealing as they might be. Check in
with the doctor first. If you are single.
November and December 2005 start a
cycle where you might have more than
one suitor. Meanwhile, enjoy light flir-
tations. If you are artached. work
together to enhance your daily life.
Surprise your sweetie with cards and
tokens of affection. Be grateful for
what vou have rather than be cntical
GEMINI can be provocative

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have: 5-Dynamic: 4-Positive: 3-
Average: 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

% %% %% Friends and loved ones feed
your imagination. Allow yourself to
daydream more. Enjoy the unique qual-
ity of this particular holiday Your
instincts touch a parent or someone you
put on a pedestal. Don't hesitate to
express your deeper feelings. Tonight:
Share more: make Christmas calls
early.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

HHH Pull away from the matenal side
of this holiday, even if a close loved
one is plugged into the gifts. Add a spe-
cial touch by reaching out for those
who might be alone on this holiday.
Your caring will be remembered.
Tonight: Make dinner your treat. Invite
a friend who might be alone to join in.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*x%x %% A misunderstanding stems
from a tniend or loved one's tension.
Detach and express your loving under-
standing. vour attitude will help others
Others appreciate your light
touch. A child or new loved one

expresses his or her adoration. Tonight:
)

relax

Ready for a surpnse
CANCER (June 21-July
* % You mught want to keep your opin-
10ns to yourselt. It might be unusual for
you to be so guiet, but in the long run,
it will serve vou well. Friends or a part-
ner surpnises vou. Someone from a dis-
tance pops up. cither in the mail, on the
phone or in person. Tomght: Express
your gratitude

LEO (July 23-Aug 2D

* %% %% You naturally find and gath-
er with friends and loved ones. The hol-
iday spirit seeps through everything
yvou do. Whether shanng holiday
eggnog or enjoying gift-swapping, you
relish the moment. Share vour unusual-
ly deep feeling through a nurturing act.
Tonight: For a loved one

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* %% % Others seek vou out, at work
or to share holiday greetings. You
might be more of a focal point than you
realize. Count on people depending on
your leadership and direction. A loved
one delights you with a canng gift or
gesture. Tonight: Beaming

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* %% %% You naturally do the nght
thing. Others share their deeper feel-
ings with you. You detach, perhaps
because you are a bit uncomfortable
Get past this obstacle. Let the real you
emerge. Tonight: Family calls
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

**x k%% You are inclined to want
more intimacy around all this holiday
sharing and celebrating, preferring to

22)

relate individually. A loving relation-
ship could be developing to a new
peak. Follow your instincts with others.
Tonight: Togetherness counts.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
*% % %% You cannot deny the many
people who seek you out this holiday.
Though you might want to spend more
time with family. you find that you
need to divide your attention. Think
Your caring means that much. Tonight
Certainly not alone

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* %% Last-minute details might have
overwhelmed you Trust that you will
get as much done as possible. Ask for
another's support or help. Unexpected
developments kcep popping up.
Choose to look at these as exciting
Tonight: Relax at home

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb. I8)

* % %% & Your frolicsome nature can-
not and will not be suppressed. Be a kid
again, once more relishing the excite-
ment of the holiday. A friend might
need extra attention. He or she might
have no family ncarby. Be thoughtful.
Tonight: Spontaneity delights you and
others

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* %% Family comes first on this spe-
cial holiday. Your actions speak for
themselves. Even though you love
being around friends. you prefer to be
home. Make time for a special person
You could be surprised by what he or
she shares. Tonight' Love being home

BORN TODAY

Actress Ava Gardner (1922), industrial-
ist Howard Hughes (1905), singer
Ricky Martin (1971)

LA A

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www jacquelinebigar.com

19 Situations

BABYSITTING in my
home. Non-smoker Chris-
tian Grandma. Call 669-

'14‘)‘)

LET Non-Smoker Grand-
ma, wash / fold your
clothes. Call me at 669-

2422

I
21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Rea. -s are urged to fully
invesugate advertisements
which require payment in
advance for “information,
services or goods.

Permian Tank
Company
Now Hiring

Swampers &

Yard Hands

Benefits avail.:
401K

Paid Vacations
Paid Holidays

Apply in Person
216 AirportRoad
Canadian, Tx.
806-323-5802

FULT TINTE
(\

\ A

y2pm A2

Melcan Can
call SO6 924069 1oy

the Ndmmistarior on
the DON

SIVALLS Inc. is looking
for welder-fabricators.
Welding and drug tests
req. Benefits: health ins.,
profit sharing, 401K, 8
paid holidays and 10 days
vacation per year. 806-
665-7111, Pampa, Tx.

AMARILLO Globe News
has openings for carriers
in Pampa. Call 806-674-
6501, cell.

POSITIONS avail. for
Exp. Heavy Equip. Oper-
ators and Exp. “Finish”
Blade Operators, interest-
ed in long term employ-
ment. Call Personnel Di-
rector at (806)274-7187

A NEW YEAR 2005
Get a jump start on 2005!!
As this new year begins
and you look at your In-
come, are you happy with
what you see?'If you real-
ly want to earn $35,000+,
you can make 2005 your
best year yet! Our compa-
ny has served the Pampa
area for over 50 yrs
Leads.  Benefits  and
Training provided. For a
personal and confidential
interview calk 669-0672
(M-F 10 am.-4 p.m.) or
fax resume 806-665-4376.

STOP LOOKING AND
GET TO WORK
Tired of looking for just a
job? Call us today and be-
gin a Career. If you are
self-motivated and have a
sales personality, you may
be what we are looking
for. Call now to find out
how you can support your
family in today’s job mar
ket, only serious inquires

please. 669-0672

21 Help Wanted

GET paid at home/assem-
bly, crafts, mailing letters,
etc., Send $8 with a self
address stamped envelope
to D. E. Heuston, 1017 S.
Wells, Pampa, Tx. 79065.

WANTED: CNA 3-11
shift, FT w/ benefits. St.
Ann’s Nursing Home,
537-3194.

OUTREACH HEALTH
SERVICES needs provid-
ers in Pampa. Call 1-800-
800-0697.

WAITRESSES & Bar-
tenders needed immedi-
ately! Call 665-8889, ask
for Leslie. ;

A
50 Building Suppl.
R

White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

HOUSTON LUMBER
420 W. Foster
669-6881

60 Household

A
MATTRESS SETS, New
in - Plastic, Inner coil
w/warr. F-$115, Q-$160,
K-215. 806-677-0400

NEW, Name Brand, Mat-
tress sets 1 yr-20yr. warr.
All sizes, 30% off Retail
806-677-0400

3 pc. Leather, Brand New,
Sofa, Love, Rec. Never
used, will sell $1050
806-677-0400

HOT Tub / Spa Never
used, Lifetime warr. Cost
$6950, will sell $3650.
806-655-7881

$202 QN mattress set,
brand new never used
with warranty, QN Pillow
top double sided mattress
set new, still pkgd, warr,
list $550, sell $236, Full
Pillow top Double sided
mattress  set new, still
pkgd, warr, List $400, sell
$208, Full size mattress
set new, never used $180,
$230 King mattress set,
brand new, still pkgd,
warranty. $268 King Pil-
low top mattress set,
brand new, still pkgd,
warranty, Queen Cherry
sleigh bed, new, still
boxed, List $750 sell
$399, new 7 pc QN cherry
wood bdrm set w/sleigh
bed, still boxed, sell $999,
new 7 pc QN Pinewood
bdrm set w/4 poster bed,
still boxed, $999. Call
806-517-1050.

BUNKBEDS 1 full, I tw.,
good cond. $250. White
twin bed & mattresses
$70. Will sell comforter
sets. 584-4628 cell

69 Misc.

R
ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.

FRED Brown Tree and
Turf. Tree/yard spray-
ing. Insect/weed control.
Deep root feed. 662-3141

REAL Nice Bunal Plot
For Sale. ASAP! Cheap!!!
Valued at $1100 Call 669-
1388.

LONESTAR DISTRIBUTION INC

LOCAL HAULING
Must Have
CDL with HAZ-MAT & TANKERS

**r* ALL NEW PAY SCALE****
**EXXBONUS PAY*****
Benefits include:

Flex Spending
Employee Assistance Program
Health, Dental, Vision, ADD, LIFE
Vacation and 401k Plan
SCHEDULED DAYS OFF
Apply at:

LDI
1100 Red Deer
Canadian, TX 79014
(806)323-5111

69 Misc.

SEASONED Oak Fire-
wood, delivered and
stacked. 779-3284.

69a Garage Sales

MOVING Sale 2 Bdr.
Suits, wood Rack, Sewing
Machine, antique Singer,
Fish Tanks, 3 cu Fridge
Cardio Bike 669-7850

N

77 Lives uip.

MUST Sell 3yr. old Blue
Roan Gelding, 9 yr. old
Sorrell reg. mare, Year-
lini Ba‘ Fil‘. 662-4013.

80 Pets & Suppl.

X-MAS puppies ready
now. Call 665-4075 or
662-4977 after 6 p.m.

FREE Christmas. Puppy.
1/2 Welch Corgi, 172
Australian Shepard. Call
883-2266.

FREE! Due to illness, we
can no longer take care of
fam. cats. 3white, | tabby,
3 fe., | male. 665-0255

H

FREE kittens, litter box
trained. Call 669-7167.

PIT Bull Puppies. 6 wks.
old, $75 or make an offer.
Call 669-1293 or 595-
0488.

95 Furn. Apts.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any
preference, limitation, or
discrimination  because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin,
or intention to make any
such -preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination.”
State law also forbids
discrimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for real
estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. All per-
sons are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity

basis.

1 bedroom, furnished,
bills paid from $200 mo.
520 N. Frost., Call 665-
4842 or 662-3572.

A’S CLASSIFIEDS

G ———
96 Unfurn. Apts.

GWENDOLEN Plaza
Apts., 1&2 bdr. Gas / wa-
ter pd. 3, 6 mo.-1yr. lease
800 N. Nelson, 665-1875
1/2 Off Deposit Special.

LAKEVIEW Apt. 1 & 2
bdr. unfurn. apt. avail
Ref., dep. req. 669-2981
or 669- 4386

]
98 Unfurn. Houses

I
NEW Mgmt.! N&L In-
vestments. 1, 2 & 3 brm.,
apts., duplexes, homes &
commer. prop. 665-4274.

NICE condo avail. Dec.
20th. 2 bdr., 1 3/4 ba. All
kitchen appli., plus wash-
er & dryer. Fpl., detached
single car gar. w/ opener;
fenced courtyard. Gas /
water pd.,, 6 mo. lease.
$400 dep. / $650 mo. 669-
6841, Mon.-Fri. 8-5.p.m.

2 bedroom, | bath, wash-
er/dryer hookups,

FOR Lease nice 4 bdr., 2
ba.. cent. heat, carport.
New paint. 1909 N.
Dwight. $495 mo.. $300

RENT or Sale. 3 bdr, 1
ba., cent. h/a, big back-
yard, garage. 1337 N.
Starkweather. 355-9088.

3BEDROOM with Den, 2
Bath, 1Car Garage. $500
mo. + deposit. 655-9487.

99 Stor. Bldgs.

TUMBLEWEED  Acres,
self storage units. Various
sizes. 665-0079, 665-
2450.

" 102 Bus. Rent. Prop.

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841

LOWEST Rents in City!
Downtown locations-
stores, warehouses, rec.
facilites Call 665-4274""

FOR Rent Office. ware-
house, shop. overhead
crane & yard space. Call
669-3279.

A
103 Homes For Sale
e

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty
665-3560, 663-1442
669-0007

BY Owner, 1204 Charles.
3 bdr, 1 3/4 ba, gar,
1610 sq. ft., ¢ h/a, hardw.
floors, all new kitchen.
$70.000. 898-9647

Beautifully furn. 1
bdrs. starting at $350.
We pay gas & water,
you pay elec. 3&6 mo.
leases. Pool & laundry
on site.

Caprock Apts.
1601 W. Somerville
665-7149
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat 10-4

————
96 Unfurn. Apts.

2 bedroom, | bath apart-
ment with garage for rent
Call 665-5473

AVAILABLE NOW!
I bdrm unfurn. apts. New-
ly Remodeled. $250-$300
per month .665-4274

CAPROCK
APARTMENTS

1, 2, & 3 bdrm. Starting
at only $310. 6 mo. lease
available

* Pool

* Laundry

* Wash/ dryer hook-ups
* Club room

* On-site management

* SOFTENED WATER

M-F 8:30-5:30, Sat. 10-4
1601 W. Somerville
806-665-7149

CLEAN 1 bdr., stove, re-
frig., completely renovat-
ed, new carpet. All bills
paid. 669-3672, 665-5900

I'HE

GIVING
HENRY FORD

AXYDLBAAXR
sSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters.
apostrophes. the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

12-23 CRYPTOQUOTE
IVA ESHU. WAR FSRKRTU
ESHC VM) IYVAX: - OVEW
SR - ARLCE YA

B0 R G sk R RKQR IV
eSS LOQKRTFESPF B

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: IT IS EASY TO GIVE
ALMS: IT IS BETTER THAT WE WORK TO MAKE
UNNECESSARY.

OF ALMS

XKCP IVA
CTTSVPT.
ESHC V]I
A RYAFI

SWYQP

Owner Will Finance!!
Must sell
1033 S. Faulkner
$24,000
2 or 3 bdr., 1 ba.
Newly remodeled
$300 monthly
404 Popham
White Deer. 2 bdr.,
1 ba. w/ extra room
in back. Needs work,
being remodeled.
2236 N. Wells
3 bdr., 1 ba.
cent. h/a, fenced yard.

Call Milton
806-790-0827

106 Coml. Property

7779

Perryton Parkway,
Vacant Commercial Lot
Price Reduced by 172, C-
21 Realtor, 665-4180

112 Farms/Ranches

LIVE WATER ON
BUCK CREEK

1802 acres with 1172 mi
f running water in Col4
mgsworth Co. Tx. Hwy
9 Absolutely]
Big  trees)
bundant wildhife. Deer]
urkey, quail. some hogs
aver, fishing. Hunter'q
aradise. Must see to ap-
reciate. $795 per acre w
ome financing. Cell
2-2511. Office 2564
3626. Night 256-2511

115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED
Storm  Shelters,
stor. bldg aval
0079, 665-2450

120 Autos

Doug Boyd Motor Co
"On The Spot Financing”
821 W. Wilks 669-6062
1989 Cadillac Fleetwood
Needs body work. Runs

Acres,
fenced.
665-

great. $2800. Call 665
7883 or 440-1076

121 Trucks

T ———
FOR Sale 1991 Ford F
250, rough, $900 obo,
669-7029

1985 GMC 4x4 shortbed
Runs Good. $3800 Cash
(OBO) SERIOUS BUY-
ERS ONLY' 898-5984
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Stuffing stockings

Members of Five Star Girl Scout Brownies Troop #221 and Daisy Troop #222 with “40” stockings they
filled with candy, toys and stuffed animals as a holiday community service project. Above: (back, left-
right) Rylee, Makenzie, Ashlynn, Ashlee, Haylei, Keely, Cherish; (front, |-r) Katterina, Zoe, Alexis, Kristen,

Kassie and Kathilyn.

Pope defrocks priest shot by his alleged victim

BALTIMORE (AP) — A
priest facing trial next month
for allegedly molesting a for-
mer altar boy who later shot
him has been defrocked by
Pope John Paul II, The
Associated Press has learned.

Maurice Blackwell 58, is
scheduled to go on trial Jan.
3 on four counts of child sex-
ual abuse against Dontee
Stokes.

Blackwell was shot by
Stokes in May 2002, in the
midst of the national scandal
involving Catholic priests. In
the aftermath, Baltimore

prosecutors reviewed
Stokes’ allegations and
charged the priest with
molesting Stokes.

The pope decided in
October to dismiss
Blackwell, and the

Archdiocese of Baltimore
received the official paper-
work earlier this month from

the Vatican, archdiocese
spokesman Sean Caine said
Wednesday.

Blackwell’s trial has been
postponed five times, and the
archdiocese received word
from Rome just before one of

his previous trial dates.
Caine said the archdiocese
decided then not to make a
public  statement about
Blackwell’s defrocking out
of consideration for how it
could affect potential jurors.

But  after receiving
requests from the AP for
information about
Blackwell’s status_ and dis-
cussing the matter with the
prosecutor’s office, the arch-
diocese “decided it would be
prudent for us to acknowl-
edge that the pope has signed
this decree, and it is in effect

AP source: Rowland to plead guilty in corruption case

NEW HAVEN, Conn.
(AP) — Former Gov. John
G. Rowland had decided to
plead guilty to charges in a
two-year corruption investi-
gation that drove him from
office, The Associated Press
has learned.

Rowland, a three-term
governor who resigned July
1, was scheduled to make the
plea Thursday morning in
U.S. District Court, accord-
ing to a source familiar with
the case.

The source, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, did
not specify the charge.

Rowland’s top deputy,
Peter Ellef, and a top state
contractor were indicted in

September on charges of

running a criminal enterprise
out of the governor’s office.
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Since the indictments,
federal investigators have

continued scrutinizing
Rowland’s personal and
business dealings.

Rowland, 47, was once

one of the GOP’s rising
young stars.

He became engulfed in
scandal in December 2003
when he admitted accepting
renovations \at his lakeside
cottage — including a hot
tub and new heating system
from employees and state
contractors — and lying
about it. Other gifts and
favors soon came to light.

Rowland resigned amid
legislative hearings that
threatened to lead to his
impeachment.

His lieutenant governor,
M. Jodi Rell, was elevated to

> /fﬂ/// ((?)///o/m(m

fill the remainder of his
term, which expires after the
November 2006 election.

For months, Rowland has
insisted he never did .any-
thing in exchange for the
gifts.
allegations sent his approval
ratings plummeting and led
to demands for his resigna-
tion from both Democrats
and Republicans.

Rowland received cigars,
champagne, a canoe and free
or discounted vacations from

including some with state
contracts.

The FBI was even looking
into  whether Rowland

skimmed money from low-

stakes poker games he host-
ed.
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But the drumbeat of

and Maurice is no longer
considered a priest in the
eyes of the church,” Caine
said.

Defrocking, which the
church calls laicization, is

applied in extreme cases of

misconduct. It comes about
only after a long process
involving the Vatican.

The alleged abuse began
in 1989 and ended in 1992 —
a decade before the
Baltimore  barber  shot
Blackwell in front of the
priest’s home.

Snow, frigid temps
disrupt U.S. travel

-EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP)
Frigid temperatures,
blasting wind and more snow
than some places normally
see in a year left parts of the
Midwest and South para-
lyzed Thursday, and trans-
formed a section of highway
in southern Indiana into a
parking lot.

The winter storm dumped
double-digits of snow from
western Pennsylvania to
Wyoming, the Texas
Panhandle to the
Great Lakes, disrupt-

Cross te rescue the
motorists. The tieup began
around 5 p.m. Wednesday
when two semis had trouble
getting up hills and rolled
back, blocking traffic, police
said.

The Wednesday snowfall
at Evansville of 19.3 inches
shattered the record for any
single day, set Feb. 25, 1993,.
when 10.9 inches fell. It was
also well over the normal
yearly total of 14.2 inches.

ing  pre-Christmas
travel. Northern
Mississippi motorists
were warned
Thursday to stay off
highways iced up
from freezing rain.
Southern Indiana
barely had time to
catch its frosty breath
after a snowstorm
Wednesday morning
when a second, heav-
ier gust pummeled

‘We've gat some
gas left, so every
hour we run it for

five minutes to get
some warmth in the

4
car.

— Ken Sabatini

Traveler

the region, shutting
down Interstate 64
eastbound from Evansville
to thellinois State line.

“We're still stuck here. It’s
been about 13 hours,” Ken
Sabatini, 52, of Leawood,
Kan., said Thursday morn-
ing. He, his wife and two
children were traveling to
Cincinnati for Christmas.
“It’s cold outside and we’'re
doing our best to stay inside
the car.”

Temperatures fell to 12
degrees overnight, and
Sabatini said some motorists
had run out of gas and were
sleeping in a stranded
Greyhound Bus to stay
warm.

“We've got some gas left,
so every hour we run it for
five minutes to get some
warmth in the car,” Sabatini
said.

Authorities sought help
from the Indiana National
Guard and the American Red

Come and share with us the
blessing and Surplus of God’s
Grace as we eat on Christmas Day!

Free

2004

Saturday, December 25"
11:00 am to 2:00 pm
at The Fellowship Hall of -
Mary Ellen ¢ Harvester .

Church of Christ
Across from the High School

Paducah, Ky., got 14 inch-
es, more than the yearly
norm of 10, and state police
closed down a 13-mile
stretch of the [-64 in both
directions west of Louisville.

In [llinois, where up to 20
inches of snow fell, forecast-
ers warned that wind chills
would reach as low as 25
below zero, and high snow-
drifts created a hazardous
momning commute, officials
said.

Cincinnati was looking at
about 20 inches before the
system, with its high winds
and freezing temperatures,
moved on later Thursday.

Parts of Arkansas looked
forward to only the ninth
white Christmas in 120 years
as the storm barreled across
the state, closing businesses,
shuttering restaurants and
snarling traffic.
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