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84, drilling foreman.

Yvonne A. Shuman,
70, Whrite Deer High
School graduate.

Texas Today

City to pay fine for
gorilla’s esca

DALLAS (AP) — A
$10,000 fine from federal
regulators against the city
over the March escape of a
gorilla from the Dallas Zoo
will be paid, the mayor

says.

My or Miller said
Tbealy ot the disagrepd
with the fine levied by the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture. But Miller
said after a closed City
Council executive session
that the city will J)a it to
avoid a protracte (%s ute
with the USDA, which
regulates the nation’s zoos.

oo officials have said
that 13-year-old Jabari, a
340-pound gorilla, leaped
across a moat and wall
before going on a 40-
minute rampage. Four peo-
ple were injured before
police shot and killed the
gorilla. !

Zoo officials said the

ty was contained in a
etter sent in September.

In October, city attor-
neys responded that the
enclosure effectively con-
tained gorillas “for over a
decade,” during which
repeated USDA inspec-
tions found no safety viola-
tions.

Sales soar for online |

calendar store ‘

AUSTIN (AP) — The
woman on the phone just |
had to have Clay Ai{\'cn
with her every day of |
2005.

“We had a lady call, and
she immediately had to tell
the operator, 'I'm 86 years
old and I need two Clay
Aiken calendars — one for
me and one for my best
friend who’s 93, said
Ellen Schivers of calen-
dars.com, an Internet cal-
endar warehouse where
company officials expect
holig:;l sales to dwarf
other online retailers.

A teenage girl wanted
two Aiken calendars for
herself — one to keep in
the wrapper forever and
the other to frame each

to of the lanky, red-

ded crooner, who burst
into stardom when he
finis as runner-up in |
Fox’s 2003 American Idol |
contest.

The 5,000 offerings on
calendars.com are as
diverse as the callers, rang-
ing from one with daily
instruct_ior;s for foldihng
paper airplanes to another
designed like a velvet leop-
ard print purse with fuzzy |
fusia straps. 1
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Bunker incomplete at time of attack

By MATT KELLEY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Worried
about recent artillery attacks on
American mess halls in lIraq, the
U.S. military had nearly completed a
reinforced dining area near the mess
tent where an insurgent attack killed
22 people.

Iraqi insurgents have attacked sev-
eral U.S. military dining hall tents
with mortars or rockets over the past
few months. On Tuesday, betore the
hardened dining hall at Forward
Operating Base Marez could be

completed, an explosion ripped

through a tent where hundreds of

troops were sitting down to lunch.

Pentagon officials initially said a
122 mm rocket caused the blast, but
on Wednesday military officials in
Iraq said they were investigating the
possibility of an explosive planted in
the tent or brought in by a suicide
bomber.

The military was building a
bunker-like mess hall at the Marez
base as part of eontinuing efforts to
make the base safer. Lt. Gen.
Thomas Metz, commander of the
multinational force in Iraq, said the

Flu shots once
again available
in community

Texas Department of State Health Services
officials announced Tuesday that they will be
giving flu shots in Pampa from 10 a.m. to | p.m.
on Wednesday, Dec. 29, at the Pampa Senior

Citizens Center, 500 W. Francis.

DSHS ofticials emphasize the need to vacci-
nate those in nursing homes and other long-term
care facilities, those 65 and older who have

chronic health conditions and

medical

care

workers who provide direct patient care.

Overall, high-risk groups for whom flu vacci-
nation are recommended this season are chil-
dren 6 months through 23 months of age, adults
65 and older, anyone with underlying chronic
medical conditions, women who will be preg-
nant during flu season, residents of nursing
homes and other long-term care facilities, chil-
dren 6 months through I8 years on chronic
aspirin therapy, medical care workers providing
direct patient care and caregivers and household
contacts of children under 6 months old.

Health officials strongly encourage persons in

these groups to seek a flu shot.

Medicare. Medicaid, or a $10 donation will
be requested for cach dose, but ofticials said no

one will be turned away for inability to pay the

fee.

The vaccine supply for Pampa is part of some
124.000 doses ordered by DSHS for use by its
regional offices around the state for use in fill-
ing flu vaccination gaps in high-risk population

g_rollp\

Two men continue awaiting fate in human smuggling case

HOUSTON (AP) ['he feeling
that the longer a jury deliberates, the
better it 1s tor defendants might not
apply in the first trial connected to

| the nation’s deadliest human smug-

gling attempt. according to an attor-
ney whe specializes in federal crim-
inal defense.

Jurors  resumed  delhiberations

Wednesday on the fate of two men
prosecutors say were part of a smug-
gling ring responsible for the deaths
of 19 illegal immgrants.

The jury has deliberated for about
6 1/2 hours on both Monday and
lTuesday. It got the
I'hursday, then took Friday and the
weekend oft.

case late

Full slate of Christmas
activities still in works

By MARILYN POWERS
Staff Writer

I'he halls have been decked, the
stockings have been hung by the
chimney  with care. and  last-
minute shoppers are planning a
Christmas Eve spree. vet there are
stll activities coming up to help
celebrate Christmas

“A Celebration ot Lights™ serv-
ice will be held at 7 pom. today in
the Clyde Carruth Pavihion at
Recrcation Park

I'he service 1s sponsored by
Pampa Downtown Kiwanis Club
It 1s intended to “provide individ-
uals an opportunity to get together
and simply celebrate the joy of
Christmas with believers™ as well
as to support the Celebration of
Lights at the park, according to a
press release from organizers

I'he service will begin with the
Salvation Army Bell Choir. tol-
lowed by Kellv Rushing  of

once  will
Ccicbration of Lights display after
the services,” said Pat Bagley, a
member ot the Kiwanis Club.

Church will hold Chnistmas Eve
services
Friday

Central Baptist Church, who will
lead Christmas caroling. Jerry
LLane will tell the Christmas story.,
followed by the
Night.”

song, “Silent

Barry Loving of First Christian

Church will read “Scripture ot
Jesus being the fight of the world.”
according to the release. Lonnie
Robbins of Trinity Fellowship
Church will close the service by
leading a prayer.

“Participants are hoping every-
circle  through the

Saint  Matthews  Episcopal
beginning at 6 p.m

I'he services are open to

new facility was due to be complet-
ed in February.

“We recognized the threat,” Metz
said Wednesday on CBS' “The Early
Show.”™ He told CNN, “We've been
looking at the force-protection
parameters, not only for dining facil-
ities, but for other places we have
large gatherings.”

Attacks from rockets or mortars

what the military calls “indirect
fire™ have been commonplace at
U.S. bases in the Mosul area as well
as other insurgency hot spots in Iraq.
Dining halls are a prime target
because they oftfer a readily identifi-

able place where lots of troops con-
gregate at predictable times.

For example, a moriar round hit
near the mess hall ot a U.S. base in
Tikrit during dinner one night in
March. The round didn’t explode
and no one was injured. Insurgents
also launched rockets that month
which exploded near a large military
dining hall within Baghdad's Green
Zone where U.S. and Iragi govern-
ment oftices are located. Another
mortar round injured three soldiers
at a dining hall on another Baghdad
base in February.

A special stocking stuffer

Pampa Regional Medical Center Auxiliary donated Christmas stockings to all babies
born in December. The festive red and white stockings are large enough to hold the
baby. New parents, Ronald and Ashley Blevins show off their baby girl Emily who's all
snuggled up in one of the stockings.

Victor Jesus Rodriguez and Fredy
Giovanni Garcia-Tobar are accused
of helping arrange for the transport
of more than 70 illegal immigrants
in a hot, airless tractor-trailer from
South Texas to Houston in May
2003.

Each man faces 58 counts of har-
boring and transporting illegal

just mean the jury is being careful in

—

immigrants. [t convicted.  cach
could get up to life in prison.

The ongoing deliberations “may

wanting to do the right thing.” said
Douglas McNabb, a Houston attor-
ney not connected with the trial who
specializes  in criminal
detense.
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Pampa News photos by MARILYN POWERS

These penguins are among the painted characters on display at the
Celebration of Lights, which is open 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays
through Thursdays and 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays,

now through Dec. 31 at Recreation Park, east of Pampa on Highway

See HOLIDAY, Page 3 60.
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WASHINGTON  (AP) plan,
| Managers of the naton’s 155  learned.
national forests will have more The

lceway to approve logging and
other commercial projects with
less formal environmental review
| under a new Bush administration

mark

basic

Obituaries

I'he Associated Press has

overhaul application of the land-

Management Act,
rules for management of

nation’s 191

long-awaited plan  will  forest wildlife.

1976

Forest
which sets the

National

million
forests and grasslands and protects

Forest Service ofticials sched-
uled a Wednesday conference call
to announce the changes,
will be published in the Federal

acres of Register

which

Associated Press obtained high-
lights of the plan.

The rules would leave intact
some of the most contentious pro-
posals from an earlier version
released last year. Like that ver-

AP: Administration finalizing plan to streamline U.S. forestry regulations

next  aweek. The

sion, the final plan gives regional
forest managers more discretion to
approve logging, drilling and min-
ing operations without having to
conduct formal scientific investi-
gations known as environmental
impact statements.

James Marvin Dougless, 84

PAMPA,  Texas James Marvin
Dougless, 84, left this earth to join his
beloved wite Tampa in heaven on Dec. 19,
2004, in Hobbs, N.M.

Services were scheduled at 10:30 a.m.
today, Wednesday, Dec. 22, 2004, at
Carmichael-Whatley Colonial Chapel with
Rodney Tedtord, minister of the Mary Ellen
& Harvester Church of Christ, officiating.

Burial will be in Memory Gardens
Cemetery under the direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors. Military rites
will be accorded by the U.S. Army, Fort
Hood, Texas, and graveside rites are cour-
tesy of the Pampa Masonic Lodge #966
AF&AM.

Honorary pallbearers will be Russell Sean
Davis, Jimmy Dougless, Robert Dougless,
Russell Dougless, Joshua Dougless, Dylan
Dougless and Shane Davis.

Mr. Dougless was born March 20, 1920,
to Marvin Eugene and Hettie Dougless in
Wizard Wells, Texas. He married Tampa
Kenner Davis on Jan. 6, 1951, in Pampa.
['hey lived in Pampa for 50 years.

In 2002, he moved to Hobbs, N.M.

He was a retired drilling and completion
foreman for Diamond Shamrock and
Maxxus Energy and was a member of the

Plumbers and Pipefitters Union 654 of

Abilene.
Jim served honorably in the U.S. Army
Air Force during World War Il with the

405th Fighter Squadron and the 34th Photo
Reconnaissance Squadron. He participated
in  campaigns in Northern  France,
Normandy, the Rhineland, and the central
European air offensive.

He enlisted in 1941 and was discharged as
a sergeant in 1946.

He was a member of the Pampa Masonic
Lodge #966 AF&AM and the Mary Ellen &
Harvester Church of Christ. He was a former
board member of the Freedom Museum
USA and had been active with the Pampa
Army Air Force Reunion.

His wite of 50 years, Tampa Dougless, his
parents, a brother Pete Dougless, and a sister
Gladys Rockwell, preceded him in death.

Survivors include three sons, Russell
Davis and wife Joyce and James Kirk
Dougless and wite Bobbi, all of Amarillo,
and Robert (Bobby) Dougless and wife Polly
of Hobbs, N.M.; grandchildren, Russell Sean
Davis, Shane Davis, Jenniter Wilkerson, Jill

Wardlow, Jimmy  Dougless,  Robert
Dougless,  Russell  Dougless,  Kristi
Summers, Nikki  Summers, Amanda
Summers, Joshua Dougless and Dylan
Dougless; 11 great-grandchildren; and one

sister, Cleatta Murtaugh of Fort Worth.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
directed to Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch, P.O.
Box 1890, Amarillo, TX 79174.

—Sign the on-line register book at
www.carmichael-whatley.com.

Services tomorrow R

SHUMAN;, Yvonne A. — 2 p.m.,
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United Methodist Church, White Deer.

The tollowing gran quotatons are Cabot Corp 1756 +0 33 Atmos 2747 +0.17
provided by Attebury  Gramn of Cabot Onl Gas. 45 14 041 Proneer Nat 480 026 ‘
Pampa Coca Cola 4158 +0) 5§ jcp 4059 +0 34
Wheat 14 VLO 45101 079 cop 8775 018 ‘
Milo 126 HAL W74 024 SEB 6645 -0.69
Com 376 I'R1 3684 4006 Ienneco 1695 +0.25
Sevbeans 179 NOI 3871050 VX §233 045

KMI 7322 4033 Wal-Marnt S271 +0.11 |
The tollowing 9 30 am N Y XCEI IX69 4006 OKI 2897 4007 1
| Stock Market quotations  are Kerr McGee 5949 -0.3% NS Grp 2065 +0R3
furnashed by Edward Jones & XOM 51,24 -045
Co of Pampa Limited 22:53 013 New York Gold 44190
OXY SR2S 046 Wilhams 1636 -0.09 Silver 689
BP PLLC ADR 5K 86 0.17 MCD 2K9 40 30 West Texas Crude 45 54
L — S S . |

Today: Periods of snow, wind around 5 mph becom- Cloudy. then  gradually

mainly before noon. High ing calm. New snow accu- becoming partly  cloudy,

around 29. Wind chill values
between 9 and 19. Northeast
wind between 10 and 15
mph. Chance of precipita-
tion 1s 90 percent. New snow
accumulation of less than |
inch possible.

possible.
Thursday:
chance of

mulation of less than 1 inch

A 30 percent
SNOW.
with a high around 21. Wind  cast.
chill values between 5 and
12. South wind 5 to 10 mph

with a low near 8. Wind chill
values between -3 and 2.
North northeast wind S to 10
Cloudy, mph becoming south south-

Friday:  Partly = cloudy.
with a  high near 34,

Tonight: A 30 percent becoming east northeast.  Southwest wind between 10
chance of snow. Mostly New snow accumulation of and IS5 mph.
cloudy., with a low around less than | inch possible. Friday ~ Night:  Partly
13. Wind chill  values Thursday Night: A 20 per-  cloudy. with a low around

between 6 and 11. Northeast  cent

CITY
BRIEFS

The Pampa News is not
responsible for the content of
paid advertisement

[ with

Some

EARLY DEADLINE for
classitied line ads for Fri. Dec.
24h, Thurs. Dec. 23rd at 3pm

| intendent.
IN FRIDAY Dec. 24th edi-

tion of The Pampa News, there
will be 2 sections of the pa-

per. Merry Christmas!!

RHEAMS DIAMOND
Shop Open til 8 p.m. Register
for Diamond Pendant be-
tweeen 6 p.m.-8 p.m ,_

SKELLYTOWN NEWSPA-
PER Carrier needed for The
Pampa News. Apply in per-
son, 403 W. Atchison. No
phnﬂt‘ calls Plt‘d\(‘

SUNTROL AUTO Tint, a
great gift idea! Save up to $30
on gift certificates. 665-0615

WE HAVE
ers, bath teas, lotions & can-
dles. Twice Is Nice

stocking stuff-

chance

Meanwhile,

v

of  snow. 17

- Wilmer-Hutchins officials

HUTCHINS,

The head of a North Texas
school district that’s under
investigation for its adminis-
tration of standardized tests
says he wants to stop abuses
excess
teachers and other statters.
Wilmer-Hutchins
| Independent School District
| employees have been receiv-
ing stipends for work they
haven't done in years, said
James Damm, interim super-

Texas (AP) Rangers have started udl'rim-
inal investigation into allega-
tions of cheating in Wilmer-
Hutchins  schools on  the
state’s redesigned academic
achievement test

payments to A significant number  of
longtime district employees
have been receiving pay-
ments they shouldn’t, offi-
cials of the southern Dallas
County school system said.
Damm said he s trying to
identity those paychecks and
to ensure that the excess pay-

the Texas ments stop at the end of the

\ “. /4 K
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Yvonne A. Shuman, 70

Yvonne A. Methodist Church of White Deer.

WHITE DEER,
Shuman, 70, of
Tuesday, Dec.
Texas.

Texas
White

Services will be at 2 p.m.
Dec. 23, 2004, at the United Methodist
Church of White Deer with the Rev. Toni
Luke’s United
Methodist Church of Lubbock, and the
Rev. Pam Lehman, pastor of the United
Methodist Church of White Deer, offici-

Bayley, pastor of St

ating.

Burial will be in White Deer Cemetery
Carmichael-

under the direction of
Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Shuman was born Dec. 4,
Lefors. She was a 1953 graduate of White
Deer High School. She married Morlan
Shuman on July 17, 1954, in White Deer.

She worked for The White Deer News for

15 years.
She was a

Deer, died
21, 2004, at Amarillo,

Thursday,

mcmbcr of

Shuman

Survivors include her
husband, Morlan Shuman,
of the. home; one son,
Morlan Shuman, Jr., of
Savannah, Ga.; three daugh-
ters, Heidi Roth and hus-
band Jay of Farmington,
N.M., Yvette Bryan and hus-
band Pat, and Leia Srader
and spouse Stewart Sims, all
of White Deer; one sister,
Beverly Moore and husband
Wayne of Forgan, Okla.;

eight grandchildren; and six great-grandchil-

1934, in dren.

The family requests memorials be to
United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 835,
White Deer, TX 79097, or a favorite charity.

—Sign the on-line register book at

www.carmichael-whatley.com.

the United

Emergency Services

Pampa PD

Pampa Police Department

reported the following inci-.

dents and arrests today.
Monday, Dec. 20
A boy’s bicycle was
reported found in the alley

behind the 900 block of

Terry.

Domestic assault was

reported in the 1300 block of

East Francis.
Tuesday, Dec. 21

Theft was reported at
Pampa Pawn, 208 E. Brown.
A car ramp valued at $300
was taken off a trailer.

Melissa Thompson, 30,
Freeport, Texas, was arrested
in the 1100 block of North
Hobart for probation viola-
tion on a Brazoria County
charge of assault causing
bodily injury.

Wednesday, Dec. 22
Criminal mischief was

reported in the 800 block of

Lefors. A vehicle’s rear win-
dow was shattered, for an
estimated loss of $500.

Pamela  Murphy, 19,
Pampa. was arrested in the
1000 block of Huft for an
expired motor vehicle stick-
er.

Accidents

Pampa Police Department
reported the following acci-
dent today.

Sunday, Dec. 12
2 pm. — A 1984 GMC

pickl:p, driven by Noe Junior
Roe, 17, 312 N. Ward, hit a

legally parked 2003
Chevrolet 1500 pickup,
owned by Steve Dwight

Phillips, 1817 Lynn, in the
1400 block of North Hobart.
Roe then left the scene. No
injuries were reported. Roe
was cited for failure to leave
identity information at an
accident.

Fire

Pampa Fire Department
responded to the following
calls during the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

Tuesday, Dec. 21

12:55 p.m. — One unit and
three firefighters responded
to a medical assist in the 700
block of North Banks.

1:29 p.m. — One unit and
three firefighters responded
to a medical assist in the 100
block of South Russell.

4:11 p.m. — One unit and
three firefighters responded
to a medical assist in the
1200 block of North Hobart.

Ambulance

Guardian EMS ambulance
reported the following calls
during the 24-hour period
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Tuesday, Dec. 21

11:10 a.m. — A mobile
ICU unit responded to
Pampa Regional Medical

Center and transferred a

patient(s) to Baptist-St.
Anthony’s West, Amarillo.
12:25 p.m. — A mobile

ICU unit responded to the
300 block of Wells and
transported a patient(s) to
PRMC. :

12:54 p.m. — A mobile
ICU unit responded to the
700 block of Banks and
transported two patients to
PRMC.

1:29 p.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to the 100
block of South Russell and
transported a patient(s) to
PRMC.

2:54 p.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to PRMC and
transferred a patient(s) to
Northwest Texas Hospltal
Amarillo.

4:10 p.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to the 1200
block of Hobart and trans-
ported a patient(s) to PRMC.

5:48 p.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to PRMC and
transferred a patient(s) to
BSAW.

9:28 p.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to PRMC and
transferred a patient(s) to
BSAW.

Wednesday, Dec. 22

2:14 a.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to PRMC and
transferred a patient(s) to
BSAW.

3:30 a.m. — A mobile ICU
unit responded to the 1000
block of Wells and transport-
ed a patient(s) to PRMC.

reviewing extra fees for teachers, staff

school year.

“We want to pay a fair.

salary,” said Damm.

He also said the cash-
strapped district has failed
for almost SO years to hold
an election on its tax rate and
may have to schedule a refer-
endum asking voters for per-
mission to tax beyond the
[imit set in 1956.

In recent months, the dis-
trict has been investigated by
two grand juries, the
Rangers, the FBI and others
on alleged misappropriation

\. To all my customers ... old and new ... I'd like to take the opportunity to
2P say “THANKS!” for the privilege of helping provide your insurance needs.

Offering A Complete Line Of...

\ AUTO*HOME*LIFE*HEALTH* COMMERCIAL

Call Or Come By Today!

1318 N. HOBART

Kevm Hucks Insurance
806.669.0888
For Depg,able Servi,ce,“You Car)\A Trust

of funds and other accusa-
tions.

The district has provided
many employees extra pay
for working longer sched-
ules, taking on extra respon-
sibilities or working in high-
need areas. The stipends and
supplemental pay ranges
from $8,000 annually for
school psychologists, who
work four weeks longer each
year than most school
employees, to $150 a year
for a teacher who coordi-
nates a school’s entries in

state academic competitions.

All employees who are
receiving legitimate stipends
will continue to receive
them, Damm said.

Teachers’ pay last month
came nearly two weeks later
than originally planned
because of the district’s cash-
flow problems. With pay-
checks, an attached note stat-
ed, “Notice: All current sup-
plemental pay and stipends
are voided for the school
year 2005-2006, pending
board approval.”

Pollce seek son in couple’s slaymg

HOUSTON  (AP)
Police who found a Bay City
couple’s bodies wrapped in
plastic inside their Southeast
Texas home are seeking the
victims’ son for questioning.

Officers are investigating
the deaths of Toni K. Smith,
45, and 48-year-old Thomas
Henry Smith as a double
homicide. Their bodies were
found in the kitchen of their
residence Tuesday, said Bay
City Police Chief Mike
Baker.

The couple was reported
missing on Sunday. Baker
said that when police ques-
tioned Justin Wayne Smith

on Monday about their dis-
appearance, the 25-year-old
man told them his parents
may have gone to Florida or
Louisiana.

An Amber Alert has been
issued for the man’'s 9-
month-old daughter, Shelbie
Smith. Police say she may
have traveled to Austin with
her parents.

Bay City is about 60 miles

southwest of Houston.

Information from:
Houston Chronicle,
http://www.houstonchroni-
cle.com
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Pampa News photos by MARILYN POWERS

Disney character Pluto seems happy with his Christmas gift of a new bone in this painted scene, which
is on display at the Celebration of Lights in Recreation Park. Several Disney characters are in the dis-
play, including Goofy, Mickey and Minnie Mouse, and several Dalmatians.

Economy grows rate of 4 percent

Brisk spending by consumers and businesses
helped the economy expand nicely in the third
quarter. The slight upward revision to GDP in the
third quarter mostly reflected the fact that the
trade deficit was less of a drag on the economy
than previously estimated.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The economy revved up its
engine in the third quarter
and advanced at an annual
rate of 4 percent even
faster than  previously
thought.

The new reading on gross
domestic product, released
Wednesday by the
Commerce Department,
exceeded the previous esti-
mate of a 3.9 percent growth
rate for the July-to-
September  quarter. It
marked the best showing

since the opening quarter of

this year and was up from a
3.3 percent pace in the sec-
ond quarter.

Gross domestic product
measures the value of all
goods and services produced
in the United States and 1is
the broadest
the country’s
health.

Brisk spending by con-
sumers and  businesses
helped the economy expand
nicely in the third quarter.

The slight upward revi-
sion to GDP in the third
quarter mostly reflected the
fact that the trade deficit was
less of a drag on the econo-
my than previously estimat-
ed.

The new GDP figure,
based on more complete
data, was better than econo-
mists were forecasting.

They were predicting eco-
nomic growth would remain

Holiday

Continued from Page 1

all who wish to attend.

Christmas caroling and
refreshments are planned for
6 to 7 p.m., followed by
family Christmas Eve com-
munion services from 7 to 8
p.m.

This i1s the 57th year for
the church’s Christmas Eve
services. The church s
located at 727 W. Browning.
For more information, call
665-0701.

A free Christmas dinner
for all who wish to attend
will be served Saturday at
Mary Ellen and
Church of Christ.

The meal will be served
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
church’s Fellowship Hall.
The church is located at
1342 Mary Ellen, across
from Pampa High School.

The 10th annual
Celebration of Lights dis-
play at Recreation Park will
be open through Dec. 31.
Hours are 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Sundays through Thursdays,

economic

barometer of

Harvester

at the 3.9 percent pace esti-
mated a month ago.

After adjusting for infla-
tion, the economy grew to
$10.9 trillion, on an annual-
ized basis, in the third quar-
ter. That represented an
increase of $106.3 billion
from the previous quarter.

The latest snapshot of the
economy comes as President
Bush lays the groundwork
for his second-term econom-
ic agenda. The centerpieces
are  overhauling  Social
Security and the nation’s tax
system tall orders from
both an economic and politi-
cal standpoint, analysts say.

Looking ahead to the cur-
rent October-to-December
quarter, analysts believe the
economy will perform solid-
ly. Estimates for fourth-quar-
ter growth range from a 3.5
percent rate to a 4.5 percent
rate.

Economists on the lower
end of the scale believe high
energy prices will make con-
sumers more moderate

spenders in the final quarter

and 6 pm. to Il p.m.

Fridays and Saturdays.
“Last year, we estimated it

took 1,600-plus man hours

to set up the Celebration of

Lights,” said Bagley, who is
this year’s president of the
Celebration of Lights organ-
ization.

The display includes
painted scenes and lighted
scenes, some of which are
animated. There is no charge
to drive through the park and
see the display, although
volunteers are available to
accept donations at the end
of the route.

The seven scenes depict-
ing the Nativity story will
also be on display through
Dec. 31. They are located at
Burdette Park, immediately
north of the Hughes
Building on Francis Avenue.

The Nativity scenes were
inspired by a display which
had made its debut in Pampa
in 1947 and was displayed in
various locations in the city
until it was finally retired
some time after its 50th
anniversary due to deteriora-
tion.

of the year, compared with
the robust buying they did in
the third quarter.

Crude oil prices hit a
record high of just-over $55
a barrel in late October.
Prices are now hovering
around $45 a barrel.

In the third quarter, con-
sumers ratcheted up spend-
ing at a 5.1 percent rate, the

fastest pace since the end of

2001.

Consumer spending
accounts for roughly two-
thirds of all economic activi-
ty. Thus their behavior is an
important factor in determin-

ing the strength of the econ-
omy.

Businesses, meanwhile,
boosted their investment in
equipment and software at a
sizable 17.5 percent pace —
slightly better than previous-
ly thought — and the fastest

pace since the third quarter

of 2003.

The trade deficit in the
third quarter ended up shav-
ing a tiny 0.10 percentage
point from GDP, an
improvement from the 0.27
percentage-point reduction
previously estimated for the
quarter.

Encouraged by the econo-
my’s performance, Federal
Reserve policy-makers, ear-
lier this month, boosted
short-term interest rates by
one-quarter percentage point
0 2.25 percent, the fifth rate
increase this year.

The Fed meets next in
early February, and econo-
mists think rates probably
will go up again then.

Candlelight
Christmas Eve Service
December 24 at 6:00 PM

Adult Choir Music Worship
Pastor - Dr. Johnny Funderburg

Judges announce
‘Light Up Lefors’
contest winners

LEFORS - Judges in the “Light Up Lefors™ decoratmg
contest selected four homes to win the four divisions in the
event sponsored last weekend by Lefors Action Group.

Archie and Suzie Summers won the “Best Use of
Lighting” award. Kenny and Lindy Forsyth’s yard won
“Best Theme,” and Mike and Anna Young received the
*Most Creative™ award. The “Best Single Display™ was pre-
sented to Harold and Jeanne Sims.

Each winner received a recognition sign for the yard, a
dated candle from the Lefors Action Group and a one-month
base water bill credit, courtesy of the Lefors City Council.

Organizers say they plan to make “Light Up Lefors™ dec-
orating contest an annual event.
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Viewpoints

~ Classics help us appreciate What’s modern

Ihe TV screen ftlickered
into the darkened living
room - the image of famed
Holly Golightly examining
her retlection in the jewel-
er’'s window while cating a
Danish for breakfast. All the
while, seven teens sat with
their gaze glued to the clas-
sic and blockbuster hit,
“Breaktfast at Tiffany’s.”
They where in the middle of
an Audrey Hepburn movie
marathon.

When [ discovered that
several of my friends had
never heard of the renowned
movie star, | knew some-
thing had to be done about
this grave problem. Instead
of appreciating the classics,

Hepburn, both Audrey and
Katherine, Cary Grant and
such, they would talk about
their desire to see Lindsay
L.ohan and the Olsen Twins’
upcoming movies. It was a
terribly depressing situation.
Do not get me wrong. The
three are all fine actresses
who know their craft well.
However, they all pale in
comparison to Audrey.

That is why | decided to
host a movie night in which
my friends and | would take
in three great films, quintes-
sential works from Audrey’s
resume: “Roman Holiday,”
“Charade™ and “*Breakfast at
lffany’s.” It was only by
exposing my friends to the

Today in History

By the Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, Dec.

22, the 357th day of 2004.

There are nine days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 22, 1944, during the World War Il Battle of the
Bulge, U.S. Brig. Gen. Anthony C. McAuliffe reportedly

replied “Nuts!™
Americans surrender.
On this date:

when the Germans demanded that the

In 1775, a Continental naval fleet was organized in the

rebellious American colonies.

In 1807, Congress passed the Embargo Act, designed to
force peace between Britain and France by cutting off all

trade with Europe.

In 1864, during the Civil War, Union Gen. William T.
Sherman sent a message to President Lincoln: I beg to pres-
ent you as a Christmas gift the city of Savannah.”

In 1894, French army officer Alfred Dreyfus was convict-
ed of treason in a court-martial that triggered worldwide
charges of anti-Semitism. (Dreyfus was eventually vindicat-

ed.)

In 1941, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill arrived
in Washington for a wartime conference with President

Roosevelt.

In 1963, an ofticial 30-day mourning period following the
assassination of President Kennedy came to an end.

Our readers write

U.S. now the
outlaw nation

I watched the Chris
Matthews  show  about
Walter Reed Hospital for
wounded soldiers.  There
have been thousands of sol-
diers who have already gone
through this hospital trying
to rebuild their minds and
bodies that were broken up
in a war started by Bush and
the Neo-Conservatives.
They used their VIP status to
keep from serving in the
Vietnam War when  they
were voung. Bush was the
only one that made an
attempt to serve, and even
he didn’t complete his obli-
gation.

Matthews only inter-

viewed soldiers who have a
reasonable chance to live a
somewhat “normal” life. He
didn’t show the one who had
extensive head injury or
were blind or had their man-
hood taken away from them
because of unarmed vehi-
cles., and we now find out
there wasn’t even a rush to
arm them.

I know some of you peo-
ple still think George takes
his orders from God and was

justified in our premeditated

war against Iraq. He and his
Neo-Cons built up reasons
to do this and browbeat all
these gutless wonders who
were afraid to vote against
him because he was so pop-
ular.

We had controlled Iraq for
12 years. We were flying

Continued on Page 5
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movies that I knew the prob-
lem could be solved.

When | suggested” we
watch the films, several in
the group were hesitant
because they thought the
movies
would
merely be
old and
boring, but
my friends
all eventu-
ally agreed
to the view-
ing.

Upon starting “Roman
Holiday™ no one seemed too
engrossed in the movie, but
that was to be expected. It
took about 30 minutes of the

Ben
Briscoe

News Intern

story about Princess Ann
escaping from her royal
duties to win over my group
of friends. By the time she
met up with Gregory Peck,
they were all new Audrey

* Hepburn

fans.

At the end
| of the film
| each one of
my friends
expressed
their delight
with the

~movie. All of the girls loved

it for it’s romance and the
guys ... well, let’s just say
they thought Hepburn was
extremely good looking. -

It was then that each one

who had watched the movies
realized that you have to
appreciate  the classics
before you can enjoy the
artists of today. Everyone
has always known this sim-
ple rule. That is why a stu-
dent will learn about Picasso
and Rembrandt in Art |
before they will be instruct-
ed on techniques of modern
art.

Now my friends know that
this applies to the movie
industry as well. By learning
about the true greats from
years before, they each now
appreciate the actresses of
today.

After all, I was reading an
article about Lindsay Lohan

a few days ago and she said
her role model was Audrey
Hepburn. In fact, that is what
got this movie viewing start-
ed.

It was when | mentioned
this ‘interesting trivia to a
friend they informed me
about their lack of knowl-

‘edge relating to Hepburn.

So thanks, . Lindsay, for
appreciating the classics.
Because of you, now my
friends are Audrey addicts.

~One even informed me she

was going to purchase the
boxed DVD set.
% % %
Ben Briscoe is a Pampa
High School senior working
as an intern for The News.
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Beware of changing filibuster rule

It Senate Republicans
change the filibuster rule to
permit closure on judicial
nominations by a simple
majority vote, they will be
undermining their own pres-
ident and their electoral for-
tunes for years to come.

The simple truth is that
the president needs the threat
of a Democratic filibuster to
save himself from his party’s
right wing. It is only by
pointing to the threat of
Democratic  intransigence
that  Bush can - justify
appointing a moderate con-
servative, instead of a doctri-
naire one, to the Supreme
Court.

If the filibuster is made
impotent by the rule change
Republicans are considering,
the president will have no
political choice but to charge
straight ahead into the kind
of confrontation that could
ruin his administration and

give his party the kind of
black eye from which it
would not recover easily.
The last election was a
mandate to be tough in the
war on terror. It was not
about moral issues. The
president
didn’t men-

tion the Dldf

word “abor- Morris

tion” much :
Columnist

during the
campaign
and focused
largely on
his plans to keep America
safe. To the extent that the
vote was a mandate for any
social issue, it was a repudi-
ation of gay marriage, not a
vindication of restrictions on
the right to choose.

Indeed, voters oppose
courts’ imposing gay mar-
riage for the same reason
that they oppose a reversal
of Roe v. Wade - they do not

support it when judges try to
impose their own views on
the social consensus. Just as
most voters want marriage to
remain strictly heterosexual,
so most want abortion to
continue to be legal, albeit

w-1 “tih
restrictions.
While
parental
notification
and con-
A e NS
restrictions
on late

abortions and limitations on
Medicaid funding all meet
with popular approval, the
voters will treat very unkind-
ly any effort to reverse the
essential findings of Roe.

If President Bush nomi-
nates a Supreme Court jus-
tice who is a conservative in
the mode of Sandra Day
O’Connor or  Anthony
Kennedy, he will meet with a

broad public level of sup-
port. But if he tries to add
another knee-jerk reac-
tionary to the court — and
jams the nomination through
by changing the rules to
block a Democratic fili-
buster — he will shatter the
national moderate consensus
that impelled his reelection.
The nation will not tolerate
seeing an electoral victory
impelled by terrorism
hijacked to put another
William Rehnquist, Antonin
Scalia or Clarence Thomas
on the court. If Bush tries it,
he will not be able to govern
effectively for the balance of
his term.

Just as FDR lost his polit-

ical momentum when he
tried to pack the court after
his landslide victory in 1936,
so Bush would never live
down what voters would see

See RULE, Page 5

Drug companies betray public trust

The large drug companies
are having a bad month.
Costly research is yielding
tew breakthrough drugs, and
some existing drugs have
been found to be ineffective,
dangerous or both.

On Friday (Dec. 17),
Pfizer announced that its
big-selling Celebrex

painkiller raised the risk of
heart problems for those
who took strong doses of the
drug.

AstraZeneca reported that
a trial of Iressa, its lung can-

cer drug, showed that it did
not extend patients’ lives.
Eli Lilly

America has hired Rep. W.J.
“Billy” Tauzin, R-La., to be
its  presi-

issued a dent and
warning to Texas Thoughts chief lob-

doctors that
Strattera, its
drug for
treating
attention-deficit  disorder,
had caused liver damage in
two patients.

As if the industry’s image
were not .tarnished enough,
the Pharmaceutical Research

and Manufacturers of

Houston Chronicle

byist.
Tauzin,
who exer-

cised juris-
diction over the pharmaceu-

tical industry as chairman of

the House Energy and
Commerce Committee,
played a key role in writing
the bill creating a prescrip-
tion drug benefit for

Medicare patients.

The industry benefits
more than the patients.

As Tauzin will be barred
from lobbying Congress for
a year, his immediate hiring
as a lobbyist suggests that
his million-dollar salary is a
reward for previous service
to the industry.

Or perhaps it is a down-
payment on future favors
that, at Tauzin’s suggestion,
a Congress indifferent to the
public interest will grant to
the drug companies.
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New books for FCC's chzldren ) lzbrary

Trudy Sprinkle, left, and Connie Holland, center, leaf through children’s books recently for First Christian
Church’s new children’s library at a display manned by Sharon Carter, right. Church members selected
and donated books to the library, part of FCC’s new interactive, multi-disciplinary Sunday School pro-
gram for elementary-age children.

Austin Elementary earns Gold Performance Acknowledgment

AUSTIN - About 40 per-
cent of Texas school districts
and 31 percent of campuses —
including Pampa’s Austin
Elementary School — earned
more than one Gold
Perféormance
Acknowledgment from the
Texas Education Agency.

Principal Beverly Owen
announced Friday that the
local elementary school
received GPAs in
reading/English language arts,
math and writing.

Overall, approximately 69
percent of Texas school dis-
tricts and 53 percent of cam-
puses earned one or more
Gold Performance
Acknowledgments according
to'a release from the TEA.

Districts were eligible for a

maximum of 11 possible
GPAs, which are measures of
high performance created by
the Texas Legislature or the
commissioner of
education. Performance meas-
ures for each campus and dis-
trict are available at:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/per-
freport/account/2004/index.ht
ml.

“The Texas Legislature in
2001 created the Gold
Per T oEmanc e
Acknowledgment to publicly
recognize districts and cam-
puses for high performance in
areas that are in addition to
those used to determine state
accountability raiings,”
Commissioner of Education
Shirley J. Neeley said.

“The Gold Performance

Acknowledgments give
schools an extra pat on the
back. We are proud of the
schools and districts that are
being recognized today
because  they  represent
schools with strong instruc-
tional programs that go
beyond the basics,” Neeley
said. :
Beginning this year, high
school freshmen, under Texas
law, must follow the rigorous
Recommended High School
Program, a college preparato-
ry degree plan. Many students
in recent years voluntarily fol-
lowed this diploma plan and
today 51.3 percent of Texas
school districts received a
GPA because than half of their
students graduated under the
Recommended plan in 2003.

Rule

Continued from Page 4

as an unfair revision of the
rules to pack the court with
conservatives.

The filibuster has become
an accepted institution in our
society. With our intense
partisanship — with blue and
red states glaring at one
another — voters want the
checks and balances a fili-
buster offers. No longer a
device to block civil-rights
legislation, it is now a need-
ed tactic to moderate the
agendas of both political
parties.

If Republicans change
the rule to eliminate the 60-
vote cloture requirement
and then use the resulting
power to jam right-wingers
down the nation’s throat,
defying popular views on
choice, they will incur the

judges who

enmity of all Americans.

On the other hand, if the
filibuster rule remains in
force at 60 votes and Bush
nominates conservatives to
the court, Americans will not
feel it is a sneaky maneuver.
They under-

and kindled a national
debate on the subject, voters
would shrug their shoulders
and figure that they have to
respect the will of the elec-

torate.
But the GOP hid its plans,
never mention-

stand that

Bush is pro- s

life  and The filibuster
expect him has become
to name

an accepied

ing them until
after the elec-
tion.
Republicans
in swing states,
such as Sens.-

are as con- imstitution in elect Richard
servative as . Burr  (N.C.),
¢ ohi e our society. John  Thune
Democrats (S.D.) and Mel
will permit. Martinez (Fla.),

But to change the rules,
midstream, as FDR tried to
do in 1936, having made no
mention of his intentions
during the entire fall cam-
paign, would be seen as dirty
pool by moderate voters.

Had the Republican Party
openly articulated its deci-
sion to change the filibuster
rule during the campaign

never alluded to any change
in the cloture rules during
their campaigns. Voters
would feel aggrieved if they
try to change the rules now
that the votes are safely
counted.
* % %

Dick Morris is a political
analyst who was an adviser
to Bill Clinton for 20 years.

Letter

Continued from Page 4

over, taking satellite pic-
tures all. We had not lost a
man as we controlled this
outlaw government. We
could have even built up a
military like his daddy did,
one big enough to take on
the mission. The generals

Calendar items

who had this in mind were
given retirement. The ones
who didn’t want to lose their
jobs just shut up and did as
God Bush ordered.

This war started out as a
big ego trip for George. Now
this AWOL pilot of 35 years
ago is in over his head, but
his kids are not the ones
being maimed or killed.

I'm ashamed to say this,
but we have become an
Outlaw Nation. We have

killed hundreds of thousands
of civilians in Iraq. We are
better at killing than Saddam
Hussein. Our actions around
the world have started anoth-
er arms race.

God Bush’s actions are
bankrupting the nation and
our reputation is in a sham-
bles. We all can really be
proud of our last two elec-
tions and the results.

Calvin Lacy

Pampa

GCAP for Moms and Babies. Gray
County Partnership of Moms and Babies
meets at 12 noon on the third Friday of
each month at Medical Office Building,
conference
Pampa. For more information, call 664-
2459 and leave a message.

Grief Support Group. BSA Hospice
offers “Grief: What to Expect,”
hour information session for individuals
grieving the death of a loved one, from
the second Wednesday of
each month at the hospice facility at 800

second floor

10-11 a.m,,

room, in

is free and open to the public. For more
information, call 665-6677.

High Plains Epilepsy Ass’n. High
Plains Epilepsy Association of Amarillo,
funded in part by Pampa United Way, will
have a licensed social worker in Pampa

from 9:30-12 noon the second Tuesday

a one

7236.

N. Sumner in Pampa. The support group -

of each month at Pampa Community
Building, 200 N. Ballard. The program
assists people with epilepsy and their
families. To make an appointment, con-
tact the Amarillo office at 1-800-806-

The GPA also includes new
indicators that were not previ-
ously used for acknowledg-
ments: TAKS Commended
Performance in
readmg[:nghsh lang_.uagc. arts,
writing, mathematics, science,
and social studies.

Twenty-one percent of the
districts received an acknowl-
edgment because of the per-
centage of their students who
earned “commended” status
on the writing component of
the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills. Almost
12 percent of the districts
earned © this  recognition
because of the percentage of
students who achieved com-
mended status on the TAKS
reading test.
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In Observance Of

CHRISTMAS

We Will Be Closing At Noon
December 24th, Christmas Eve’

FirstBank
Southwest

National Association
Pampa
300 W. Kingsmill - Pampa, Texas
806-665-2341

Member FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK OF MIAMI

120 W. KINGSMILL - PAMPA, TEXAS
806-665-3669

MEMBER FDIC

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE

An Office Of First National Bank Waupaca, Wisconsin

PAMPA TEXAS BRANCH

1224 N. Hobart * PO Box 2750 * Pampa, TX. * 806-665-0022

SHAMROCK TEXAS BRANCH

305 N. Main * PO Box 590 * Shamrock, Tx. » 806-256-2181

CHILDRESS TEXAS BRANCH

501 Commerce Street * Childress, Tx. » 940-937-2514

Member FDIC
ENDER

FIRST 0

AB
2221 N. Gray - 665-2526
2500 Perryton Parkway * 669-1144

MEMBER FDIC

Saint Matthews Episcopal Church
Christmas Eve Services

6pm to 7pm ... Christmas Caroling

7pm to 8pm... Family Christmas Eve

57th Yearly Tradition

a family observance of Christmas

all family members and friends invited

# Saint Matthews Episcopal Church

D
E
C
2
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And Refreshments

Communion Services

Jotn us for this

Lveryone Welcome...

727 W. Browning Ave
806.665.0701
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‘Overseas court acquits man of bombing

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania (AP) — A High Court
judge on Wednesday found a Tanzanian businessman inno-
cent of conspiracy to commit murder in the 1993 bombing
of the U.S. Embassy in the East African nation.

Judge Emilian Mushi ordered the immediate release of

Rashid Saleh Hemed, 34, who was charged in connection
with the terror attack that killed 12 people and was blamed
on Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida network. A nearly simulta-

neous blast at the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, the capital of

neighboring Kenya, killed 219 people, including 12
\mericans

“You cannot convict someone with doubtful evidence,”
Mushi told the court, after declaring that prosecutors failed
to prove beyond doubt that Hemed was involved in the plot
to bomb the embassy.

Prosecutors said that they would not appeal the ruling.

1 am not surprised with the judgment because | knew |
was not guilty right from the beginning,” Hemed told The
Associated Press while walking out of the court.

Hemed, a car parts dealer, was the first person charged in

' connection with the Aug. 7, 1998 attacks in Tanzania and

Kenya. His trial began in 2000.

He was initially charged with 11 counts of murder in
September 1998, but the charges were later reduced to con-
spiracy to commit murder. One person died from injuries
after the charges were brought. Hemed pleaded innocent to
the charges. :

In February, three court assessors declared Hemed inno-
cent, but under Tanzanian law, the presiding judge makes
the final ruling. '

The prosecution called 18 witnesses during the trial,
including three FBI agents who testified last month that on
Hemed’s clothes they found traces of bomb-making chem-
icals similar to those used in the embassy bombing.

But defense attorneys argued that Hemed’s clothes were
mixed with those belonging to other people, including those
belonging to Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, a Tanzanian cap-
tured in Pakistan on July 25 with 13 other foreigners after a
shootout in the eastern city of Gujrat.

The FBI agents conceded that the traces of chemicals
found in Hemed’s clothing were not in sufficient quantities
to prove that he was involved in bomb-making, Mushi said.

Pet of the Week

Employees

Animal Control will be closed December 24, die in blast
25 & 26 for the holidays. Traoitpgpbect B ol

subcontractors of Texas

We will reopen December 27th. defense  contractor

Halliburton Co. died and

Merry ChriStmaS., more than a dozen work-

ers were hurt in a rocket
attack on a dining area at

If you cannot adopt a pet but would ’ an American military
like to make a donation - please mail to: base in Iraq.

City of Pampa

The strike at Forward
Operating Base Marez

Fund 1 2’ P.O. Box 2499 on Tuesday could be the

Pampa, TX 79066

bloodiest day  for
Houston-based

................................................................ Halliburton since its
sponsored by... The Pampa News involvement in Iraq.

P 4 £ Four Halliburton

For info;mation about these pets or any other contact the Animal employees and three

subcontractors were

Shelter at 669 5775 or come by their location at Hobart Street Park.

NEW HOURS Monday-Friday 9-6, Office Open To The Public 5-6pm,

among those killed when
explosions rocked the
tent during lunchtime in

Closed Weekends & Holidays. the northern Iragi city of

Mosul, company offi-

LOST YOUR PET? Call the Animal Shelter first! Leave a detailed cials said. They said 13
message with your phone number. We hold stray animals for other workers at the site

were injured, some seri-

72 hours only. So PLEASE call us as soon as your pet is missing! ously.

A total of 22 people
died and 72 were injured
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in one of the deadliest
attacks on American
troops since the war’s
beginning.

It was unclear whether
Halliburton’s casualties
were included in the mil-
itary’s total count. The
Pentagon’s policy has
been to report military
casualties, but not con-
tractor deaths.

Halliburton’s casual-
ties in the attack have not
yet been identified.
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has not been completed,”
said Halliburton spokes-
woman Wendy Hall. “To
protect their privacy, we
will not release any addi-
tional information at this
time.”

So far, 62 company
employees and subcon-
tractors have died in Iraq

military mess halls as the
contractor responsible
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The contractor’s
largest number of casual-
ties previously in Iraq
was April 9. At least five
Halliburton truck drivers
died as their convoy was
ambushed near Abu
Ghraib, west of
Baghdad, on Good
Friday.

Eight months later,
two other drivers, Tim
Bell and Bill Bradley, are
listed as missing in the
ambush. Army Reserve
Spc. Keith “Matt”
Maupin was captured.
Pentagon officials have
not been able to confirm
Maupin’s fate.

“These brutal attacks
are unsettling, appalling
and very sad for every-
one,” said Hall. “We are
doing everything we can
to assist the people on
the ground.”

Yushchenko taking up
problem of language
divide in Ukraine race

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) —
Opposition presidential can-
didate Viktor Yushchenko
said Wednesday that
attempts to make Russian a
second official language in
Ukraine had become a polit-
ical football a remark
likely to anger voters in
Russian-speaking eastern
Ukraine who are loyal to his
opponent, Prime Minister
Viktor Yanukovych.

The emotional issue is key
to Ukraine’s tense presiden-
tial campaign. Almost 70
percent of population uses
Russian on a daily
basis.

Ukrainian is spoken

popular support and the
backing of at least 300
deputies in the 450-strong
parliament.

With four days to go until
the Dec. 26 vote, ordered
after the Nov. 21 runoff vote
was deemed fraudulent, ten-
sion is running high in this
ex-Soviet republic of 48 mil-
lion, located between the
expanding European Union
and an increasingly assertive
Russia.

Yushchenko was sched-
uled to broadcast his latest
campaign  message  on

mainly in the West,
from where
Yushchenko  draws
most of his support,
while Russian prevails
in the east and south
— regions with close
historical and ethnic
ties with Russia that
have been backing

Yanukovych. :
In an interview with
local media,

‘I have been here
almost three weeks
now and I will not

leave until

Yushchenko wins.”

— Yulia Fedorenko
Schoolteacher

Yushchenko said *“the
issue of introduction

of Russian as the sec-

ond official language

has been too politicized,” a
report posted on
Yushchenko’s Web site said.
Yanukovych has backed giv-
ing Russian official status
alongside Ukrainian, which
is constitutionally protected
as the language of govern-
ment, the police and mili-
tary, universities and most
schools.

‘(T)he issue of
introduction of
Russian as the
second official
language has been
too politicized.”
— Written report

Yushchenko's Web
site

Russian-language schools
and kindergartens are wide-
spread and most children are
bilingual, but Yanukovych
supporters fear a
Yushchenko presidency
would lead to increased
efforts to promote Ukrainian
at the expense of Russian —
as has happened with the
primary language in other
former Soviet republics
leading to discrimination in
employment and other areas.

Yushchenko also said the
issue of adopting Russian as
a second official language
would have to receive broad

Wednesday night, after he
and his allies lead a rally

expected to draw tens of

thousands of supporters to
Kiev’s Independence
Square. ;

The rally marks the one-
month anniversary of the so-
called “orange revolution,”
when Yushchenko support-
ers began street protests that

lasted for more than two
weeks after the fraudu-
lent runoft.

The protesters” once
rollicking tent camp
erected on Kiev's tree-
lined main street now
resembles an out-of-sea-
son . campground —
many of the tents are
still there, but only the

grimy, shivering stal-

warts remain.

“I have been here
almost three weeks now
and 1 will not leave until
Yushchenko wins,” said
Yulia Fedorenko, 35, a
‘schoolteacher from the
city of Zhitomyr.

Meanwhile, opposition
protesters refused
Wednesday to lift their four-
week long blockade of the
presidential administration
building in downtown Kiev,
ignoring a court ruling that
ordered them to disperse.

A Kiev district court on
Monday ordered the mem-
bers of the pro-Yushchenko
organization Pora, or It’s
Time, to end their blockade,
but when court officials
arrived to execute the ruling,
protesters who identified
themselves only as “the peo-
ple” refused to leave.

Russia test-fires intercontinental missile

MOSCOW  (AP)
Russia successfully test-
fired a heavy intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile on
Wednesday in a launch
intended to extend the life-
time of aging Soviet-built
weapons.

It was the first time that an
RS-20V Voevoda, which
NATO identifies as the SS-
18 Satan, had been fired
from its combat positions in
Russia since the 1991 Soviet
collapse. Previously, such
missiles had been launched
from the Russian-leased
Baikonur cosmodrome in
the former Soviet republic of
Kazakhstan.

The missile, which was
launched from a silo in the
Orenburg region in the
southern Ural Mountains, hit
a designated target on a test-
ing ground on the Far East
Kamchatka Peninsula, more
than 3,750 miles away.

“The main result of the
launch was the confirmation
of the technical characteris-
tics of the missiles, which
have no analogues in the
world,” Russia’s Strategic

Missile Forces said in a
statement. It added that the
missile had been on combat
duty for 16 years before the
launch. .

The Russian strategic
forces have conducted regu-
lar test launches of Soviet-
built ballistic missiles to
check their readiness. The
post-Soviet funding shortage
has left the military strug-
gling to extend the lifetime
of Soviet-built missiles,
since the government lacks
the funds to quickly replace
them with new weapons.

Military officials have
said that Russia would keep
its arsenal of about 150 SS-
18s for another 10 to 15
years, even though the mis-
siles were already past their
designated lifetime and were
to be scrapped this decade
under earlier plans. :

The heavy missile, capa-
ble of slamming 10 individ-
ually guided nuclear war-
heads at targets more than
6,800 miles away, is the
heaviest weapon in Russia’s
inventory.
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Community bids farewell to slain woman

MARYVILLE, Mo. (AP) — Crying

and exchanging hugs, mourners said"

goodbye to a young mother-to-be who
was strangled and whose baby was cut
from her womb.

Hundreds gathered in this small
northwestern Missouri town for the
service, the crowd filling the funeral
home. One tearful mourner carried a
dozen pink roses, but became so dis-
traught she had to be taken outside.

“I don’t know what to say,” the Rev.
Harold Hamon told mourners
Tuesday. “This is one of those times
where you can’t figure it out at all and
words fail.”

Bobbie Jo Stinnett, 23, was eight
months pregnant when her mother
found her in a pool of blood in her

she was carrying missing.

Lisa M. Montgomery,
Melvern, Kan. — a woman Stinnett
knew from breeding and dog shows —
has been charged with kidnapping
resulting in death.

Family and friends said
Montgomery, arrested Friday, tried to
pass off Stinnett’s baby as her own.

The child, named Victoria Jo
Stinnett, spent the weekend in a hospi-
tal before going home Monday after-
noon with her father and another rela-
tive.

The Kansas City Star and The
Topeka Capital-Journal reported
Wednesday that Montgomery’s ex-
husband, Carl Boman, filed a motion
seeking custody of two of the couple’s

36, of

before Stinnett’s death.

Two days after Stinnett was found
slain, a Kansas judge, citing
Montgomery’s arrest, granted Boman
temporary custody of all four children,
aged 14 to 17.

They are staying with their stepfa-
ther, Kevin Montgomery, who said the
children will move to Oklahoma to
live with Boman.

In Skidmore, more than 100 people
huddled _together in front of a large
blue funeral tent where Stinnett’s
golden casket was to be buried. They
shivered in the steady, biting wind as
Hamon led the group in prayer.

After the service, Bill Dragoo
recalled Stinnett and her husband,
who lived about a half block from

Skidmore home Thursday, the baby

four children on Dec.

10, six days him.

Specializing in important 18 kt.
Platmum jewelry and
Diamonds of a

carat or more.
DEFINTTELY UPSTATRS.

TOLT FRIE
DIRECT DINL NO6-30D

NS ] Xy 7

0N

OPEN Saturdays THROUGH CHRISTMAS.

Business |
Microsoft fails in bid
to suspend EU ruling

BRUSSELS, Belgium
(AP) — A European Union
court ruled Wednesday that
Microsoft Corp. will have to
abide immediately by an EU
ruling that forces the soft-
ware giant to change its
commercial practices before
the appeals procedure runs
its full course.

The ruling of the
Luxembourg-based
European Court of First
Instance has huge implica-
tions for the company, since
it forces Microsoft to

‘Microsoft’s
application for

interim measures is
therefore dismissed

would reopen talks.

Commission  antitrust
spokesman Jonathan Todd
declined to comment imme-
diately.

The two sides were
involved in settlement talks
before EU antitrust regula-
tors fined Microsoft a record
497 million euros ($666
million) and told the compa-
ny to reveal some of its trade
secrets to competitors and
produce a Windows plat-
form without Media Player.
Judge Bo Vesterdorf at

the European court
has been assessing the
case since the final
hearings in early
October.

Both sides can
appeal his decision,
but Microsoft had

diey, . ’ indicated it is unlikely

I8 sl to do so unless it

- includes startling

— Official arguments against the
statement software company.

EU court The EU claimed

divulge some trade secrets
and produce a version of
Windows without its digital
Media Player.

The court ruled that
delaying the execution of
the EU ruling would not
cause Microsoft irreparable
damage. .

“Microsoft’s application
for interim measures is
therefore dismissed in its
entirety,” a court statement
said.

“After examining the cir-
cumstances of the case, the
President finds that
Microsoft has not shown
that it might suffer serious
and irreparable damage as a
result of implementation of
the contested decision,” the
court statement said.

Still, a source close to the
company said Wednesday’s
ruling still held encouraging
comments on the case and
hoped it would help reopen
settlement talks with the
European Commission.

The full appeals process
could take up to five years.

EU officials have said a
court ruling in their favor
would make it unlikely the
bloc’s antitrust regulators

Microsoft abusively
wielded its Windows
software monopoly
and locked competitors out
of the market.

Analysts predicted the
financial impact on the com-

pany would not be huge.

Microsoft has already
counted the fine against its
quarterly earnings, said Matt
Rosoff, an analyst with
Directions on Microsoft.

Rosoff also predicted the
company wouldn’t suffer
much in the near term if it’s
forced to release a version of
Windows without Media
Player, because it’s already
prepared a version of the
operating system without it.

Even if the court makes
Microsoft put “Windows
lite” on the market, Rosoff
said he can’t imagine many
manufacturers would want it
and consumers are not cry-
ing out for it either, he said.
“I don’t see a lot of con-
sumer demand for a PC
without Media Player,” he
said.

Rosoff said the biggest
threat was that the ruling,
compelling Microsoft to
strip something out of its
operating system, would set
a legal precedent for similar
lawsuits.
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Tanker crashes near Pentagon

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP)

A fuel tanker truck
crashed near the Pentagon
early Wednesday, sparking
multiple explosions that sent
flames nearly 50 feet in the
air and shut down a major
highway for several hours
overnight. The driver died in
the accident, authorities
said.

The truck apparently
- struck a guardrail as it drove
onto an exit ramp of
Interstate 395 about 3:40
a.m. Wednesday, according
to the Virginia State Police.
The intense heat charred the
roadway and damaged an
overpass.

“We had flames probably
about 50 feet in the air,” said
Capt. Tom Polera. Arlington

County assistant fire mar-
shal.

Residents who live nearby
said they heard a series of
explosions that reminded
them of the terrorist attack
on the Pentagon on Sept. 11,
2001.

“It sounded to me like
artillery,” said John F.
Moroz. ** | heard sirens less
than two minutes later and |
thought, "Oh, my God, 9/11
again.”

Interstate 395 was shut
down in both directions
while the fire burned itself
out, which took about three

hours. Washington
Boulevard, the site of the
accident, remained closed

through the morning rush
hour.
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Dear Abby...

By Pauline & Jeanne Phillips

CONFIDENTIAL TO MY
READERS: Although 1 know
you're busy beyond belief preparing
for the holidays, please take -a
minute to go to your computers and
send greetings to our troops. This is
the loneliest time of the year for
these brave young men and women,
many of whom are away from their
families for the first time. Type in
www.OperationDearAbby.net and
let them know we care.

o ok ok ok ok ok

DEAR ABBY: | have been mar-
ried for 10 years. | have always had
fantasies about exposing my wife
naked to other men. "Hazel" is a
deep sleeper, and in college, |
exposed her countless times for my
roommates to see. (I pretended to
be asleep.) From the time we were
married, I took pictures of her while
she slept, including many extreme-
ly graphic close-ups. I posted a
good number of them (including the
close-ups) on Internet porn sites,
making no attempt to blur her face,
which would have ruined it for me.
The thought of countless men see-
ing her excited me.-1 looked for-
ward to reading the comments
about her pictures. 1 saved each
porn site photo spread of her into a
file on my computer and viewed
them often.

Well, my wife found the file. We
are now in marriage counseling, but
I still have the fantasies. I know
what I did was wrong, but I did it
anyway. [ don't want to lose my
wife. Please help. -- ASHAMED IN
VIRGINIA

DEAR ASHAMED: You need
more help than I can give you in a
letter. You violated your wife's
trust, treated her like an object,
and while I applaud the fact that
you are getting marriage counsel-
ing, counseling of a different sort
is also in order. Please ask your
doctor for a referral to a psychia-
trist ASAP, and pray your wife
can forgive you.

¢ ok ok ok % %

DEAR ABBY: My co-worker has
planned his own retirement dinner
party at $45 a head, including tax
and gratuity. That might not be

much to managers and supervisors
who receive large salaries, but for
those of us who don't, that's a lot of
money. What's ironic is he has let us
know he expects an additional $10
from each of us for a gift.

A luncheon date with 90 percent
of the staff had already been ‘con-
firmed. However, yesterday a. flier
was distributed announcing a din-
ner on the same date the luncheon
was scheduled. Our lunch date was
canceled without consulting us. |
suspect it was a maneuver to force
us to attend the dinner party.

We asked him to reschedule the
lunch, told him the dinner party was
too expensive, and asked if he
would make the $10 gift optional.
Are we unreasonable, or is he? --
WONDERING IN SAN FRAN-
CISCO

DEAR WONDERING:
Wonder no more. He is. Please
don't allow yourselves to be
manipulated into spending more
than you can afford on this any-
thing BUT shy and retiring co-

worker.
% %k % %k %k %k

DEAR ABBY: How do I tell my
boss that her incessant talking keeps
me from getting my job done? I am
currently a week behind because I
was out sick for several days last
week, and my boss won't stop talk-
ing and let me catch up.

She isn't married and doesn't
have many friends, so I know her
need for friendship carries over to
work -- but it's starting to make me
very stressed. Then again, she's my
boss. How do I deal with this? --
FALLING BEHIND IN ALABA-
MA

DEAR FALLING BEHIND:
Your boss may not be aware the
extent to which you have fallen
behind in your work, so tell her --
especially if you are doing some-
thing that might be time-sensi-
tive. Explain that you are consci-
entious and don't want to let her
down -- and if she wants to talk,
suggest you do it over lunch. Then
cross your fingers and hope she
takes you up on it. :
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Sports Day

NEW YORK (AP) — It looks as if the
Bowl Championship Series is headed for
another major overhaul.

The Associated Press has told the BCS to
stop using its college football poll to deter-
mine which teams play for the national title
and in the most prestigious bowl games.

Since the BCS was implemented in 1998
by officials from the Big East, Big 12, Big
Ten, Atlantic Coast Conference, Pac-10,
Southeastern Conference and Notre Dame,
the formula it uses to rank teams has been
tweaked almost every year. But the AP poll
and the ESPN/USA Today coaches poll
have always been an integral part.

The AP said such use was never sanc-
tioned and had reached the point where it
threatened to undermine the independence
and integrity of the poll.

The AP sent BCS coordinator Kevin
Weiberg a cease-and-desist letter, dated
Dec. 21, stating that use of the poll is
unlawful and harms the AP’s reputation.

“We respect the decision of the
Associated Press to no longer have its poll
included in the BCS standings,” Weiberg
said in a statement Tuesday. “Since the
inception of the BCS, the AP poll has been
part of our standings. We appreciate the
cooperation we have received from the
organization in providing rankings on a

AP to BCS: Stop using poll

weekly basis. We will discuss alternatives
to the Associated Press poll at the upcoming
BCS meetings and plan to conclude our
evaluation of the BCS standings formula,
including any other possible changes, by
our April meeting.”

Where the BCS goes from here won’t be
determined for a while, but even before the
AP made its poll off limits Weiberg had said
that the BCS planned to look into the possi-
bility of using a selection committee to cre-
ate the bowl matchups, much like the
NCAA Division | basketball tournament.

This season, the AP and coaches poll
were given more weight than ever in the
BCS standings. Each poll accounted for
one-third of a team’s BCS grade and total
points were factored in, not just ranking,
which was the case before.

A compilation of six computer rankings
made up the final third of teams’ BCS
grade. :

The new system put heighten scrutiny on
the two polls.

In its letter, the AP said some of its poll
voters had indicated they might no longer
participate because of concerns over having
their reporters be so closely involved in the
process of determining which teams play
where.

See POLL, Page 10

Texas Tech falls hard
to No. 17 Iowa, 83-53

CHICAGO (AP) — The victory was a
big one for No. 17 lowa because it gave the
Hawkeyes 10 wins before Christmas
despite a brutal nonconference schedule.

For coach Steve Alford, though, it wasn’t
so simple. It never is when Bob Knight is
involved.

“It’s a big win, a huge win, for our pro-
gram and what it means for our team, get-
ting 10 wins with the schedule we played,”
Alford said after lowa routed Texas Tech
83-53 at the United Center on Tuesday
night.

“Personally, it’s probably more uncom-
fortable than it is comfortable right now.”

It was Alford’s first victory in four tries
over his former coach, and it doesn’t get
any easier no matter how many times they
play. Sure, they laughed and shock hands
before and after the game, and Knight
draped his arm around Alford’s shoulder
like a proud father.

But Alford can never quite get away from
the fact that the guy on the opposite bench
is his mentor, the man he dreamed of play-
ing for as long as he could remember, the
man he still consults on everything from
X’s and O’s to dealing with players.

“Coaches have many, many players, but
players only have one college coach,”
Alford said. “So I'm happy for the team,

I’'m happy for the players. But it’s a little
bittersweet for me. I still much more enjoy
being on Coach Knight’s side than going
against him.”

“The General” has obviously taught his
prized pupil well. lowa (10-1) handed the
Red Raiders (5-3) their worst loss since
March 9, 2002, when they lost 90-50 to
then-No. | Kansas in the Big 12 tourna-
ment. The 53 points were their fewest since
Jan. 11, 2003, when they lost 68-44 to
Kansas State.

Texas Tech shot less than 36 percent and
had 21 turnovers, 16 in the first half alone.

“We're just a team that isn’t very good
right now,” Knight said. *“As I said, I think
I really underestimated something because |
felt we would be a better team this year than
we were last year. ... At this point, we are

not capable of playing with the kind of

teams like lowa.”

Adam Haluska matched his career-high
with 21 points, Pierre Pierce added 15 and
Erek Hansen had six of lowa’s 10 blocks,
one shy of the school record.

It was the seventh straight victory for the
Hawkeyes, who won despite an off night
from leading scorer Jeff Horner. He fin-
ished with a season-low seven points, nine
below his average, on 3-of-14 shooting.

See TECH, Page 10

Time out

Pampa News photo by MICHAEL J. STEVENS

Lady Harvester Head Coach Troy Fry, goes over instructions with his team
during Monday night’s meeting with the Plainview Lady Bulldogs. Pampa lost
that game, 47-30. The Lady Harvesters play next at the Caprock Tournament,
Dec. 29-31, in Lubbock.

EEIEE
City Park and Recreation
volleyball leagues forming

By MICHAEL J. STEVENS

Entry deadline will be Jan. 14, at 5 p.m.

Sports Editor

The City of Pampa Recreation
Department will be sponsoring men’s,
women’s and mixed adult volleyball
leagues which will begin play later next
month.

Men’s, women’s and mixed 4-on-4 divi-
sions will be offered. Each team will
require four players. Players must be 14
years old to participate.

The league will begin play the week of Jan.
24, 2005.

Entry/Sponsor fee is $100. The player's
fee is $15 per player with a minimum of
five players per team.

Roster forms, fact sheets, and league

.bylaws are available at the Recreation

Office at City Hall, room 204. For more
information, please call 669-5740 between
8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

mpa ews photo by MI
Pampa Harvester Clayton Hall, #15, splits a couple of .
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CHAEL J. STEVENS

defenders on his way to the basket during Monday’s 65-62
win over Plainview. The win moves Pampa’s record to 11-4

for the season. .

By JIM LITKE
Associated Press

The Shag-Kobe split is a good
example of why no-fault divorces
caught on so quickly.

They were never going to stay
together, no matter how good the
winning was. At some point, that
mattered less than who got the
credit. Now they’re free to bicker
for the rest of their competitive
lifetimes about who gets the blame.

On Saturday, the rest of us start
keeping score.

From a promotional angle, at
least, this is already a mismatch.
And as the latest game of the centu-
ry approaches, it’s worth remem-
bering that maybe only Don King
and Terrell Owens are better self-
promoters than Shaquille O’Neal.
As a carnival barker, the big man is
a genius. Selling wolf tickets 1s
practically his stock-in-trade.

Asked whether he expected
Bryant to challenge him by driving
the lane, Shaq’s first response was,
“No. Not at all. It’s not something
that 1 have time to think about,
because I'm not that type of play-
A

But given a moment to think
about it, he couldn’t resist adding.
“But of course, when you've got a
Corvette (Kobe) that runs into a
brick wall (him), you know what’s
going to happen.”

O’Neal was smiling slyly when
he said it, but that little cautionary

{ tale works at several levels. First, it

puts Bryant on notice that business
is just that — business — and that
anyone else who tried to drive the
lane would get the same.

Not surprising, it also fixes the
differences between the two in
terms most favorable to Shaq. It
says one of them is fast and flashy

that would be the same guy
O’Neal nicknamed “Showboat™ not
long after they started playing
together and the other is solid;
that one is high-maintenance and
the other decidedly low-tech.

‘It's my job to
make him lethal-er;
it'’s my job to make
“him the lethal-est
— if that’s a word.”

Shaquille O"Neal

Miami Heat

For those fans who still haven't
chosen sides since the breakup, it’s
an invitation to do just that. And
why not? As he reminded the
nation during the interview that ran
at halftime of “"Monday Night
Football,” O’Neal has the upper
hand on the court at the moment,
100.

“I got somebody, that other guy,
who's just as lethal,” Shaq said,
talking about Miami teammate and

Latest game of the century will be one-sided

budding superstar Dwyane Wade.

“He’s a little bit younger, he’s
got a lot of tools and a lot to do, but
he’s just as lethal. It's my job to
make him lethal-er; it’s my job to
make him the lethal-est — if that’s
a word.”

It’s not, but O'Neal had no prob-
lem getting his point across.

Winning is still about making
everyone play better. While his
own numbers are down slightly this
season, Wade’s are up across the
board points, minutes, assists,
even rebounds. And with Shaq tak-
ing Tuesday night off to rest up for
the weekend, Wade produced a 33-
point, | 1-assist performance to lead
the Heat past the Celtics, extend
their season-best winning streak to
nine games and improve their
Eastern Conference-leading record
to 20-9.

The Lakers, meanwhile, are at
13-11 and still smarting over con-
secutive defeats by Washington, for
the first time in a dozen years, and
Memphis, which hadn’t won in 18
tries in Los Angeles, dating to
when the franchise began play in
Vancouver in 1995.

Their shortcomings are evident,
but none are more glaring than the
weakness in the middle. Bryant still
thinks he can play — or, worse yet,
talk — his way out of any jam, and
so he tries to paper over the holes
by playing at a triple-double pace
every night.

See LITKE, Page 10
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proven to be effective.
‘ thke O’Neal made his case
once he and Bryant were
Continued from Page 9 separated, and now comes

Ome last stand

With enthusiasm and urgency, Pampa varstiy basketball Head Coach Jeff Reed issues last-minute
instructions and advice during his team’s final time out prior to defeating Plainview, 65-62 at home
Monday night. The Harvesters are off until the Milk Cow Classic in Hereford which begins next Monday.

Poll

Continued from Page 9

“By stating that the AP poll is one
of the three components used by BCS
to establish iis rankings, BCS con-
veys the impression that AP condones
or otherwise participates in the BCS
system,” the letter said.
“Furthermore, to 'the extent that the
public does not fully understand the
relationship between BCS and AP,
| any animosity toward BCS may get
transferred to AP. And to the extent
that the public has equated or comes
to equate the AP poll with the BCS
rankings, the independent reputation
| of the AP poll is lost.™

The latest BCS formula was
installed after Southern California,
the No. | team in both the media and
coaches poll, was left out of the BCS
title game last season. LSU beat
Oklahoma for the BCS title, and USC

split championship situation that, in
part, the BCS was created to avoid.
| But the new system has also come
under fire.
For the first time in the BCS era,
three teams from major conferences
Southern California, Oklahoma

won the AP title, creating the type of

and Auburn finished unbeaten in |

out of the Orange Bowl with the same C tl L »

12-0 record that USC and Oklahoma
had. "

Texas passed California for the last
at-large bid in the final BCS stand- |
ings, and had many lamenting the
BCS.

The ESPN/USA Today poll caught
the brunt of the criticism in the |
Texas-Cal argument. Pac-10 commis- |
sioner Tom Hansen and Cal coach |
Jeft Tedford both called for the |
coaches to make their ballots public. |
[hat request was denied. ‘

'he AP votes are public informa- |
tion, and the final individual ballots
were published the same day as the
final BCS. standings.

“The Associated Press has not at
any time given permission to the
Bowl Championship Series to use its
proprietary ranking of college foot-
ball teams,” the AP said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “This unauthorized
use of the AP poll has harmed AP’s
reputation and interfered with AP’s
agreements with AP poll voters. To
preserve its reputation for honesty
and integrity, the AP is asking the
BCS to discontinue its unauthorized
use of the AP poll as a component of
BCS rankings.”

O’Neal’s suspension cut by 10 games

NEW YORK (AP) Jermaine
O'Neal won a l0-game reduction
Wednesday in his suspension for
fighting with"tans during the Nov. 19
Pacers-Pistons brawl, but an arbitra-
tor upheld NBA commissioner David
Stern’s bans on Ron Artest and two
other Indiana players.

Arbitrator Roger Kaplan's decision
makes O'Neal eligible to return
Saturday, when the Pacers host the

Pistons in the teams’™ first matchup
since one of the most violent melees
in NBA history.

It was unclear whether the NBA
would recognize Kaplan's authority
to intervene. The league refused to
participate in the arbitration hearing
Kaplan conducted Dec. 9.

['he NBA had no immediate com-
ment. :

Men’s Junior College Division 1 Poll

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

San Jacinto-Central, Texas (12)
Western Nebraska CC (2)
Arizona Western (1)

Southern Idaho (1)

Moberly Area CC, Mo

Chipola, Fla

Lon Morris, Texas

lowa Western CC
Arkansas-Fort Smith

Santa Fe CC, Fla

Redlands CC, Okla

Temple, Texas

13. Salt Lake CC, Utah

14. Hutchinson CC, Kan

15. Dixie State, Utah

16. Southwestern lllinois

16 Okalooss wenan SN
18. Oka .

19. Frank Phillips, Texas

20. Highland CC-lllinois

SN BWN =

b =b
N -

Record Pts Pvs
14-0 140 1
15-0 110 2
10-0 91 3
12-0 80 4
2-2 72 8
11-1 63 9
11-1 51 7
14-2 50 5
12-2 44 6
12-0 32 1
11-2 31 10
11-0 26 13
13-0 24 12
10-2 22 14
11-2 16 16
10-1 15 20
10-0 12 17
10-2 9 18
13-2 7 19
8-1 6 15

But all he’s proved is that
five guys will almost
always beat one. That was
Phil Jackson's mantra, too,
and when Bryant finally
tired of hearing it, he sim-
ply ran off the coach.

Just before O’Neal met
the same fate, he warned
Lakers owner Jerry Buss
that hanging on to Bryant at
all costs would come back
to haunt the franchise.

“They say I'm getting
older. Of course, | am. But
can't nobody mess with
me,” he said. “I'm like toi-
let paper, Pampers and

toothpaste. I'm definitely -

his first chance to make it
when they share the same
floor. Everything about
their relationship will be
different, but in one impor-

tant sense, nothing has
changed.
“Kobe’s got all-world

talent,” O’Neal said a few
years back, when it still
seemed possible they might
iron their differences out.
“But you have to learn to
play with other people who
can score.”

Jim Litke is a national
sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to
him at jlitkeap.org

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NORTHERN CONFERENCE
Northeast Division :

W L
Fort Worth 14 -7
Bossier-Shreveport 187
Tulsa ) B
Memphis 11 14
Oklahoma City 9 13
Northwest Division

W L
Wichita ) &7 A0 A
+ Colorado 13 5
New Mexico 13 8
Topeka 10 1

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE
Southeast Division

W L
Laredo 13:9
Corpus Christi 12::8
Austin 1
Rio Grande Valley 87

Little help

OTL, Pts " GF

3
3
1
0
4

Tk

-wsH =0

oTL

- W=

31
29
23
22
22

Pts
35
30
29
21

Pts
27
27
24
17

72
73
73
73
74

GF
78
76
T4
71

GF
83
81
67
53

Tech

Continued from Page 9

“That’s Coach’s mentor,
and it’s always big to beat
your coach,” Haluska said.
“It’s just a tribute to Coach
Knight and what he has
done and what he has
passed on to Coach Alford.”

The two have been inter-
twined for more than 20
years, since Alford played
for Knight at Indiana from
1983-87. Alford helped
Knight win 92 games and
the 1987 national champi-
onship, and played for him
on the U.S. team that won
gold at the 1984 Olympics.

Though the two didn’t
speak at length for almost
four years after Alford
became head coach at lowa
in 1999, any rift has long
since been repaired. Alford
said earlier this‘'week he has

Southwest Division

the “utmost respect” for
Knight, and often seeks his
mentor’s advice.

“He’s helped me in a vast
number of ways,” Alford
said. “We’re trying to emu-
late a lot of what they do.”

The two downplay the
ups and downs of their rela-
tionship — Knight went
into a profanity-filled tirade
when an ESPN reporter
asked about it before last
year’s game, later apologiz-
ing — and there’s a picture
of them shaking hands in
Texas Tech’s media guide.

But the affection they
have for each other ends
when the game begins.
Haluska scored eight
straight points as lowa
jumped out to an 18-8 lead
less than seven minutes in,
and Texas Tech never
recovered. They trailed by
12 at halftime, and never
got within single digits in
the second half.

W L OTL Pts GF GA

Lubbock 14,6 2 30 65 50

San Angelo 14 9 2 3073 .79

Amarillo 1 10 2 24 64 74
GA Odessa 9.8 556 23 61 63
67
58 NOTE: Two points are awarded for a win, one point for
83 loss in overtime or shootout. Overtime or shootout loss-
90 es are only denoted in the OTL column, not the loss col-
76 umn.

Tuesday’s Games
GA Tulsa 3, Topeka 2

61 Odessa 3, San Angelo 2

49 Amarillo 2, Colorado 1

73 Wichita 4, Oklahoma City 2

89 Fort Worth 4, Austin 2
Wednesday’s Games

Colorado at New Mexico
GA Corpus Christi at Rio Grande Valley

56 Thursday’s Games

79 Memphis at Bossier-Shreveport

i Amarillo at Lubbock

90

Pampa News photo by MICHAEL J. STEVENS

Lady Harvester Lindsey Ammons, #3, looks for a teammate to pass to while a Lady
Bulldog defender does her best to stop her during Monday’s 47-30 loss to Plainview.
Pampa is on the road next week for the Caprock Tournament in Lubbock.
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5 Special Notices

ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News, MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.

13 Bus. Opp.

BARBER / BEAUTY
Shop for sale. Great loca-
tion!! Call 341-0675.

14d Carpentry

NEW Const., remodeling,
replacement windows.
Shawn Deaver Constr.
662-2977, 665-0354.

OVERHEAD
REPAIR Kidwell
struction. Call 669-6347.

ADDITIONS, remodel-
ing, roofing, cabinets,
painging, all types repairs.
Mike Albus, 665-4774.

THE PAMPA

403 W. Atchison ® PO Box*

14e Carpet Serv.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv-
ice, carpets, upholstery,
walls, ceilings. Quality
doesn't cost...It pays' No
steam used. Bob Marx
owner-operator. 665-
3541, or from out of
town, 800-536-5341.

14h Gen. Serv.

COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or build
new. Free estimates. Call
669-7769.

IS your House or Founda-
tion Settling? Cracks in
bricks or walls? Door
won't close? Call Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. Stabiliz-
ing & Foundation Level-
ing. 1-800-299-9563 or
806-352-9563 Amarillo.

14n Painting

INT/EXT. painting, mud
tape. 35 yr. exp. Referen-
ces. Call Gene Calder
665-4840

14s Plumbing/Heat

JACK'S Plumbing &
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos-
ter, 665-7115- faucets,
plumbing - supplies, new
constr., repair, remodel-
ing, sewer / drain clean-
ing. septic systems instal-
led. Viss/MC

Larry Baker
Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

14u Roofing

Carpentry, Roofing, Re-
placement windows, steel
siding &trim Jerry Nicho-
las 669-9991, 662-8169

19 Situations

BABYSITTING in my
home. Non-smoker Chris-
tian Grandma. Call 669-

2422,

LET Non-Smoker Grand-
ma, wash / fold your
clothes. Call me at 669-
2422,

21 Help Wanted

Permian Tank
Company
Now Hiring

Swampers &
Yard Hands
Benefits avail.:
401K
Paid Vacations
Paid Holidays
Apply in Person
216 AirportRoad
Canadian, Tx.
806-323-5802

SKELLYTOWN
NEWSPAPER
CARRIER

21 Help Wanted

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully
investigate advertisements
which require payment in
advance for information,
services or goods.

(R I N AN

SIVALLS Inc. is looking
for welder-fabricators.
Welding and drug tests
req. Benefits: health ins.,
profit sharing, 401K, 8
paid holidays and 10 days
vacation per year. 806-
665-7111, Pampa, Tx.

AMARILLO Globe News
has openings for carriers
in Pampa. Call 806-674-
6501, cell.

POSITIONS avail. for
Exp. Heavy Equip. Oper-
ators and Exp. “Finish”
Blade Operators, interest-
ed in long term employ-
ment. Call Personnel Di-
rector at (806)274-7187.

GET paid at home/assem-
bly, crafts, mailing letters,
etc., Send $8 with a self
address stamped envelope
to D. E. Heuston, 1017 S.
Wells, Pampa, Tx. 79065.

STOP LOOKING AND
GET TO WORK
Tired of looking for just a
job? Call us today and be-
gin a Career. If you are
self-motivated and have a
sales personality, you may
be what we are looking
for. Call now to find out

how you can support your

family in today's job mar-

21 Help Wanted

NEEDED

APPLY AT

THE PAMPA NEWS
403 W. ATCHISON

No phone calls please!

please. 669-0672.

WANTED: CNA 3-11
Ann’s
537-3194.

CNA:
TRANSPORTATION &
RESTORATIVE AIDE
Must be state

care or geriatric environ-
ment. We will train quali-

Medicare standards. Must
be caring and patient,
with a pleasant demeanor
EOE. For more info. call
Jodie ay
or apply in person, CO-
RONADO HEALTH-
CARE CENTER, 1504
W. Kentucky, Pampa

ket, only serious inquiries

shift, FT w/ benefits. St.
Nursing Home,

certified
CNA with knowledge or
background in long term

fied applicants to meet

(806)665-5746

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday,
Dec. 23, 2004:

Your creativity surges, especially
through the first half of the year. Your
reputation as a solution-finder grows
With that talent, you also become a
troubleshooter, easily pinpointing the
source of the problem. You surprise
others with your ideas and actions.
Your work and day-to-day life become
far more interesting. If you are single,
your sensuality and ingenuity will
merge. Someone finds you irresistible.
Know what you want in a relationship.
November and December 2005 draw
interesting possibilities. If you are
attached, nurture your sweetie, and
you'll warm-up your bond. Break
unhelpful patterns. Work together to
eliminate negative habits. GEMINI has
a mental approach, where yours 1s prac-
tical.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive: 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % k%% Finish off last-minute
details. Clear off your desk. Work on
completing projects rather than initiat-
ing them. You see someone in a diffeg-
ent light because of what he or she says
Keep mum and observe. Visit with
friends. Tonight: Get into the holiday
spirit.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

**k* Use the morning for key
actions; you are more than up to snuff
You barrel through work, errands or
anything else you need to do. Someone
might be critical or touchy. Let it go
You or a friend might feel pressured
about exchanging gifts. Talk about
what is going on. Tonight: Balance
your checkbook

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* % k%% You might be slow to get
moving, but once you do, you are a ver-
itable whirlwind. Energy and new
approaches mark your work and per-
sonal life. A family member or boss
continues to be unpredictable. You can-
not change this person. Tonight: As you
like it.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

*'% % In the morning, socialize and
focus on what you want. Bring cookies
to work or to friends' homes. Demands
surround your afternoon and evening,
so much so that you might want to hide
out. Do some gift-wrapping. Finish off
last-minute Catch a
Tonight: Do your thing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% %% Touch base with a boss or an
older relative before you start planning
your day. Whatever you decide, you are
naturally effusive and content. Your
mood affects others, cheering on those
who might be having a difficult time
with the holidays. Tonight: You are the

details. nap

party, wherever you are

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
* Kk k& Put
packages in the mail before it is too late
-- which it might be already! Call those
at a distance and let them know you

last-minute cards and

haven't forgotten them. Last-minute

work demands your attention. Clear
your desk
bedtime

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* %%k Indulge one special person

Tonight: Forget an early

in the morning. Many of you will take
off for the holidays or are already in the
holiday spirit. Share the good will and
caring associated with the season rather
than the materialism. Tonight: Play hol
iday music

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* k%K% Others seek you out. You

«1964), actress Susan Lucci (1947),

might be taken aback by all the atten-
tion. If you need to complete an impor-
tant project, screen your calls. Deal
with an associate quietly and individu-
ally, perhaps over a lengthy lunch.
Tonight: Work on cuddling.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* % %% Deal with your errands and
projects in the morning. Schedule
socializing, networking and meetings
for later in the afternoon. You cannot
avoid the party atmosphere. Don't fight
the inevitable. Tonight: Enjoy your
many friends.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* %% Use your imagination, and what-
ever you touch will have that special
quality. Others notice the difference.
News from a distance might cause a
swift change of plans. Your adaptabili-
ty surges forward. Tonight: Finish up
last-minute details.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* k%% You might be slow getting
started, but are a veritable whirlwind
later in the day. You could be a bit wild
and overindulgent as tae holiday comes
on. Some might party away, while oth-
ers spend a bit too much. Tonight:
Romp as if it were the weekend
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

% % % In the morning, you are far more
effective than later on. Plan on using
the remainder of the day to wrap pres-
ents, take a nap or complete important
work. Screen calls if you want to com
plete what you have in mind. Tonight
Visit with a special friend

BORN TODAY Singer Eddie Veder

actor Corey Haim (1971)

LA

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www jacquelinebigar.com

INNOVATIVE
STAFFING
SOLUTIONS
LLC

NOW HIRING

NEED
IMMEADIATELY!
Apply at
Pampa Office:

Licensed Chemic

Counselor
*Drug screen and
background check

required
*Confidentiality
a must!!

Administrative
Assistant
Looking for detail
oriented individual
for exciting
opportunity in busy
chiropractic
office. If you love
working with
numbers, problem
solving and
interacting with the
public
You’re the One!

Service Truck
Driver
*Position in
Canadian
*Class A CDL, and
clean driving record
required.
*Drug screen
required
Competitive pay and
great opportunity!!

Truck Driving
Position
*Position in
Canadian
*Class A CDL, and
clean driving record
reqired.

*12 hour shifts, 6
days on 2 off.
*Drug Screens
required
Competitive pay and
great opportunity!!

Bookeeper/
Accountant
*Must have strong
understanding of
bookeeping and ac-
counting principles.
*Peachtree experi-
ence preferred.
*Must be dependable
and work well with
others!

Never a fee to
applicant!

1224 N. Hobart St.,
NBC Plaza I, Ste. 11
Pampa, TX 79065
Phone
(806) 665-2991

I
21 Help Wanted

A NEW YEAR 2005
Get a jump start on 2005!!
As this néw year begins
and you look at your In-
come, are you happy with
what you see? If you real-
ly want to earn $35,000+,
you can make 2005 your
best year yet! Our compa-
ny has served the Pampa
area for over 50 yrs
Leads, Benefits and
Training provided. For a
personal and confidential
interview calk 669-0672
(M-F 10 a.m.-4 p.m.) or
fax resume 806-665-4376.
OUTREACH HEALTH
SERVICES needs provid-
ers in Pampa. Call 1-800-
800-0697.
WAITRESSES & Bar-
tenders needed immedi-
ately! Call 665-8889, ask
for Leslie.

I
50 Building Suppl.
e —

White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

HOUSTON LUMBER
420 W. Foster
669-6881

60 Household

]
MATTRESS SETS, New
in  Plastic, Inner coil
w/warr. F-$115, Q-$160,
K-215. 806-677-0400

NEW, Name Brand, Mat-
tress sets 1 yr-20yr. warr.
All sizes, 30% off Retail
806-677-0400

3 pc. Leather, Brand New,
Sofa, Love, Rec. Never
used, will sell $1050
806-677-0400

HOT Tub / Spa Never
used, Lifetime warr. Cost
$6950, will sell $3650.
806-655-7881

$202 QN . mattress set,
brand new never used
with warranty, QN Pillow
top double sided mattress
set new, still pkgd, warr,
list $550, sell $236, Full
Pillow top Double sided
mattress set new, still
pkgd, warr, List $400, sell
$208, Full size mattress
set new, never used $180,
$230 King mattress set,
brand new, still pkgd,
warranty, $268 King Pil-
low top mattress set,
brand new, still pkgd,
warranty, Queen Cherry
sleigh bed, new, still
boxed, List $750 sell
$399, new 7 pc QN cherry
wood bdrm set w/sleigh
bed, still boxed, sell $999,
new 7 pc QN Pinewood
bdrm set w/4 poster bed,
stull  boxed, $999. Call
806-517-1050

BUNKBEDS 1 full, 1 tw,,
good cond. $250. White
twin bed & mattresses
$70. Will sell comforter
sets. 584-4628 cell

A

69 Misc.
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ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.

FRED Brown Tree and
Turf. Tree/yard spray-
ing. Insect/weed control.
Deep root feed. 662-3141

LONESTAR DISTRIBUTION WC

LOCAL HAULING
Must Have
CDL with HAZ-MAT & TANKERS

*4x* ALL NEW PAY SCALE****
*#***B()Nl}s PA\’#****
Benefits include:

Flex Spending
Employee Assistance Program
Health, Dental, Vision, ADD, LIFE
Vacation and 401k Plan
SCHEDULED DAYS OFF
Apply at:

LDI
1100 Red Deer
Canadian, TX 79014
(806)323-5111

S CLASSIFIEDS

ews.com

6.669.2525 ¢ 800.687.3348

69 Misc.

A
REAL Nice Bural Plot
For Sale. ASAP! Cheap!!!
Valued at $1100 Call 669-
1388.

SEASONED Oak Fire-
wood, delivered an
stacked. 779-3284.

69a Garage Sales

MOVING Sale 2 Bdr
Suits, wood Rack, Sewing
Machine, antique Singer,
Fish Tanks, 6 cu Fridge
Cardio Bike 669-7850

77 Livest./Equip.

MUST Sell 3yr. old Blue
Roan Gelding, 9 yr. old
Sorrell reg. mare, Year-
lmi' Ba‘ Fil;. 662-4013.

80 Pets & Suppl.
L ]

X-MAS  puppies ready
now. Call 665-4075 or
662-4977 after 6 p.m.
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H

FREE Christmas Puppy
172 Welch - Corgi, 172
Australian Shepard. Call
883-2266.

FREE! Due to illness, we
can no longer take care of
fam. cats. 3white, | tabby,
3 fe., 1 male. 665-0255

FREE Kkittens, litter box
trained. Call 669-7167.

PIT Bull Puppies. 6 wks.
old, $75 or make an offer.
Call 669-1293 or 595-
0488.

84 Office Equip.

HP Pavillion Computer
Pent. 4 , 40 gig., 512 MB,
CD, DVD, w/ 17" moni-
tor $295. Call 665-0007.

95 Furn. Apts.

)

EQUAL HOUSING
QOPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair
Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any
preference, limitation, or
discrimination  because
of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin,
or intention to make any
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination.”
State law also forbids
discrimination based on
these factors. We will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for real
estate which 1s in viola-
tion of the law. All per-
sons are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity

Housing

basis.

1 bedroom, furnished,
bills paid from $200 mo
520 N. Frost. Call 665-
4842 or 662-3572

Beautifully furmn. 1
bdrs. starting at $350.
We pay gas & water,
you pay elec. 3&6 mo.
leases. Pool & laundry
on site.

Caprock Apts.
1601 W. Somerville
665-7149
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat 10-4

e ____J
96 Unfurn. Apts.

2 bedroom, | bath apart-
ment with garage for rem
Call 665-5473

CAPROCK
APARTMENTS

1. 2, & 3 bdrm. Starting
at only $310. 6 mo. lease
available

* Pool

* Laundry

* Wash/ dryer hook-ups
* Club room

* On-site management

* SOFTENED WATER

M-F 8:30-5:30, Sat. 10-4
1601 W. Somerville

806-665-7149

AXYDLBAAXR
SLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

12-22 CRYPTOQUOTE
DW DR TORV. ‘WK #DGY.  OBIR;
DW D R ATWWTC WFOW UT
UKCM WK JOMT WFT HDGDEH
K N OBIJR YEETZIRROLC.Y
FTECY: NKCP
Yesterday's Cryptoquote: THE MANNER OF
GIVING SHOWS THE CHARACTER OF THE
GIVER MORE THAN THE GIFT ITSELFE
LAVATER

[l ]
96 Unfurn. Apts.

AVAILABLE NOW!
1 bdrm unfum. apts. New-
ly Remodeled. $250-$300
per month .665-4274

CLEAN 1 bdr,, stove, re-
frig., completely renovat-
ed. new carpet. All bills
paid. 669-3672, 665-5900
GWENDOLEN Plaza
Apts., 1&2 bdr. Gas / wa-
ter pd. 3, 6 mo.-lyr. lease.
800 N. Nelson, 665-1875
172 Off Deposit Special.
LAKEVIEW Apt. | & 2
bdr. unfurn. apt. avail.
Ref., dep. req. 669-2981
or 669- 4386

SCHNEIDER HOUSE
APARTMENTS

SENIORS OR DISABLED
RENT BASED ON INCOME
UTILITIES INCLUDED

@ 120 S. RUSSELL

2" 665-0415

PAM APTS
S D

\ | ( (
1200 N, Wiiis
| 669-2594  [4

]
98 Unfurn. Houses

e —————————————
NEW Mgmt.! N&L In-
vestments. 1. 2 & 3 brm.,
apts., duplexes, homes &
commer. prop. 665-4274.

NICE condo avail. Dec.
20th. 2 bdr., | 3/4 ba. All
kitchen appli.. plus wash-
er & dryer. Fpl.. detached
single car gar. w/ opener:
fenced courtyard. Gas /
water pd., 6 mo. lease.
$400 dep. / $650 mo. 669-
6841, Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.

2 bedroom, 1 bath, wash-
er/dryer hookups, fenced
front and back yards, gar
Call 665-5473

FOR Lease nice 4 bdr., 2
ba.,. cent. heat, carport
New pamnt. 1909 N
Dwight. $495 mo.. $300
dep. 665-3458

RENT or Sale. 3 bdr., |
ba., cent. h/a, big back-
yard, garage. 1337 N
Starkweather. 355-9088

99 Stor. Bldgs.

TUMBLEWEED  Acres,
self storage units. Various
sizes.  665-0079, 665-
2450.

102 Bus. Rent. Prop.

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3 months free
rent. 669-6841

LOWEST Rents in City!
Downtown locations-

stores, warehouses, rec
facilities Call 665-4274!!

. ware-
shop. overhead
crane & yard space. Call
669-3279

103 Homes For Sale
Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty
665-3560, 663-1442
669-0007

106 Coml. Property

2222 Perryton Parkway.

/acant Commercial Lot
Price Reduced by 172. C
21 Realtor, 665-4180
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LIVE WATER ON
BUCK CREEK
1802 acres with 11/2 mu.
of running water in Col

lingsworth Co. Tx. Hwy
[Frontage Absolutely
beautiful Big trees)
labundant  wildlife. Deer ]

turkey. quail, some hogs
beaver, fishing. .Hunter'§
[Paradise. Must see¢ to ap-
preciate. $795 per acre w
kome  financing.  Celll
662-2511.  Office 256
3626. Night 256-251 1

115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED
Storm  Shelters, fenced.
stor. bldg. avail. 665
0079, 665-2450

Acres,

120 Autos

Doug Boyd Motor Co
On The Spot Financing'
821 W. Wilks 669-6062

1989 Cadillac Fleetwood
Needs body work. Runs
great. $2800. Call 665
7883 or 440-1076

1994 Jaguar XJ6
Vander Plas
$3995, call for info
665-4816

121 Trucks

FOR Sale
250, rough,
669-7029

1991 Ford F
$900 obo,

1985 GMC 4x4 shortbed
Runs Good. $3800 Cash
(OBO)SERIOUS BUY

ERS ONLY' 898-5984
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http://www.thefi
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com

Two top Fannie Mae
executives forced out
in ‘massive’ shake-up

WASHINGTON (AP) -
Fannie Mae, the nation’s
second largest financial
institution, forced out two
top executives as it struggles
to deal with an accounting
scandal which will likely

‘By my early
retirement, | have
held myself

/
accountable.

Franklin Raines

Fannie Mae chief

executive

force it to wipe out $9 billion
in profits over the past four
years. '

Fannie Mae chief execu-
tive Franklin Raines and J.
l'mothy Howard, the com-
pany’s chief financial offi-
cer, stepped down Tuesday
after lengthy negotiations
between the Fannie Mae
board and the company’s
chiet government regulator,
the Office of Federal
Housing Enterprise
Oversight.

In a statement 1ssued late
luesday night, Raines said
he had decided to leave to
fultill a pledge he
made during con-
gressional testimony
in October that he
would take the blame
if sericus accounting
problems were found
it the company.

"By my early
retirement, | -have
held myself account-
able,” Raines said.

A Fannie Mae
statement announced
that Howard had also
resigned. The compa-
ny said it had hired
an executive search
firm to find replace-
ments for the two
men.

Industry and congression-
al scurces, who spoke on
condit,on of anonymity, said
Fannie Mae’s board had
been pressured by OFHEO
during tense negotiations
over the past several days to

demand the resignations of

both Raines and Howard.
OFHEO Director
Armando Falcon Jr. said in a
statement that his agency
had determined that Fannie
Mae. the biggest player in

the nation’s $8 trillion mort-
gage market, had been left
“significantly undercapital-
ized” because of its account-

_ing problems.

He said the Fannie Mae
board was to be commended
for the steps it was
now taking to address
those problems. “We
are encouraged that
the board’s
announcement sig-
nals a new culture
and a new direction
for Fannie Mae,”
Falcon said.

A review by the
Securities and
Ex:change
Commission deter-
mined last week that
Fannie Mae must
restate earnings back

to 2001 because it violated
accounting rules for deriva-
tives financial instru-
ments used to hedge against
interest-rate swings — and
for some prepaid loans.

That restatement of earn-
ings is likely to wipe out $9
billion — or about one-third
— of Fannie Mae’s profits
—since 2001.

To make up the anticipat-
ed $9 billion shortfall,
Fannie Mae probably would
have to sell part of its portfo-
lio of mortgages, raise fresh
capital by issuing stock or
cut dividends — and its

‘We are
encouraged that the
board s
announcement
signals a new
culture and a new
direction for Fannie
Mae.”

— Armando Falcon

Jr.
OFHEQ director

spectacular growth of recent
years could be curtailed. The
company was ordered by the
regulators in September to
boost its capital cushion
against risk by some $5 bil-
lion by mid-2005.

In addition to OFHEO’s
investigation, the SEC is
continuing its own probe
and the Justice Department
is pursing a criminal investi-
gation.

Government releases
report on drug imports

WASHINGTON (AP)
Consumers would see little
savings from a government-
sanctioned system of pre-
scription drug imports from
Canada. the Bush adminis-
tration says.

But a growing number of

consumers already get their
drugs north of the border,
where prices on brand-name
medicines are at least one-
third less, and aren’t likely
to change their ways, despite
a report Tuesday from the
administration  depicting
safety concerns with import-
ed medicines.

Advocates for opening the
borders to prescription drugs
said the report ignores reali-
ty. “Call 1,000 seniors in
Minnesota who currently get
their drugs from Canada, |
bet you won't find a single
who'd say tomorrow
morning, "You know, Hazel,
I think we'd better quit buy-

one

ing 1t from Canada,”” Rep.
Gil Gutknecht, R-Minn.,
v

fen nulhon illegal  hip-

ments of prescription drugs
worth $1.4 billion entered
the United States in 2003,
about half of them from
(‘anada, the report said.
Authorities have not prose-
cuted individuals who buy

+

drugs abroad and inspectors
are overwhelmed by the
sheer number of packages.
Drug imports represent
less than 1 percent of U.S.
drug spending, but the num-
ber is five times greater than
it was in 2001, the report

said. A growing number of

cities and states are helping
employees and retirees buy
drugs from Canada, over the
objections of the Food and
Drug Administration.

The administration
recently negotiated the pur-
chase of up to 4 million
doses of flu vaccine from
Germany to make up some
of this year’s shortage, but
will require every patient to
sign a consent form
acknowledging the possibili-
ty of risks.

Lawmakers in both par-
ties said they are convinced

majorities in both houses of

Congress support  drug
imports because of con-
stituent complaints about
fast-rising drug prices.
Gutknecht and others said
they would renew their push
for importation legislation
next year, despite opposition
from Republican congres-
sional leaders and the
administration.
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TEXAS FURNITURE
004 YEAR-END

OUNTDOWN
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LA-Z-BOY
.. REGCLINERS

HUNDREDS OF
DOLLARS IN

| MARKDOWNS!
-BEDROOMS
-DINING ROOMS
-LIVING ROOMS

Retail Up To °699

211

). Retail Up To °899

*LAMPS
*PICTURES
*SOFAS
*CHAIRS
*RECLINERS
AND MORE!

s OONT_

SAVE

UPTO 60%

*MANY ONE-OF-A KIND ITEMS
-SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE
*NO APPROVALS
*NO LAY-AWAYS

HICKORY HILL

LEATHER SOFA
ann LOVESEAT

Retail *4548

1999

LA-2-BOY

SOFA o
LOVESEAT

Was °2948

1299

CURIO CABINETS

199399399

LEATHER

cunvt 399 = $20]

e $300

soras093
menr {1

smus“g s199

Mayo Traditional s
Green, Gold
Retail 1299

0ak Finish 68"

Retail ‘999

99

*Dresser «Mirror
*Queen Headboard
*Night Stand

LOVE $

SEATS

0- 90200 §

53

Retail Up To 1499 « Discontinued Styles « Hurry, Hurry

3PC

Ashley

T |
”3“6?3335"

Comfortable Clubs
With Matching
Ottoman

MONDAY - SATURDAY
9:00 AM TO 5:30PM

o,

m \'!

12 MONTHS NO INTEREST
FINANCING WITH APPROVED CREDIT

FURNITURE

1415 N. HOBART * 665-1623

MATTRESS SAlE

SEALY FRIM e

*349
Full Set
*399

Queen Set

SEALY POSTUREPEDIC PREMIER PLUSH

SEALY POSTUREPEDIC “SINCERITY” PLUSH

SEALY “ROCOCO” PILLOW-TOP

And Removal Of
Your Old Mattress

+,

Fn EE Delivery, Set Up




