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City to mull
PIF proposal

By DEE DEE
LLARAMORE
EDITOR

Pampa City

Pampa
Industnal Foundation to
old Marne

for $10 with the

will return the building if
new businesses are found
to use it.

The proposal is listed

meeting
scheduled Tuesday, Feb.
10, at 4 p.m., in the City

{ Commission Chamber at City

Hall
In a letter to Mayor Lonny

. Robbins dated Feb. 2. Richard
I W. Stowers, PIF
' said that the foundation recent-

president,

ly purchased the property,

i located at 800 E. Kingsmill.
Fylon Foundation of

California. The purchase
included two connected steel
buildings of aproximately
A third

buildings by a covered breeze-

I way about 20 feet long.

In the letter. Stowers pro-

{ poses to deed the property to

the city for $10 with a rever-
sionary clause “'so that when a

| suitable sale-lease is obtained -
| suitable both to us and the
i City, we ¢

transfer the property back to

‘ould ask the City to

this entity.”
The PIF asks that the deed

{ contain the following provi-
f sions:

e The PIF retains full man-

| agement of the property so that

it can “‘pursue new businesses

{ for Pampa;

* City is responsible for all
maintenance and insurance:;

* PIF fixes damaged roof on
west building and beams in the

| center between two buildings
{ that have caved in; and

 PIF fills holes where
coolers  were
“A  great
have roosted in the

{ two buildings, Stowers said in
| the letter. He said the founda-

tion will try to remove the

but may need city

He also asks 1f the city
would help with “a great deal

| of cleanup™ needed.

Stowers said the PIF has

| arranged for the 8.000 square
| foot building to be used by the
i Celebration of Lights to store
| displays and lights.

“However, if a prospect

{ comes in to Pampa and wants
i all three buildings,”

he said,

amount  of

towers
said that
once the

roof is fixed, win-
dows
building cleaned
and
removed, “l think
we have a mar-
velous facility to
show to prospec-
tive businesses.”

covered,

pigeons

“they will have fo find other |
space for the Celebration of |

Lights organization.

Stowers said that once the
roof 1s fixed, windows cov-
ered, building cleaned and
pigeons removed, I think we
have a marvelous facility to
show to prospective business-
o

According to the letter, the
PIF is “the only entity dedicat-
ed solely to actively seeking
new industry for Pampa,” rely-
ing on a limited amount of
funds coming from local dona-
tions.

On Tuesday. city commis-
sioners will consider taking
action on these items:

e price for sale of extra
water allocation from
Canadian River Municipal
Water Authority;

* order for May 15 election
Ward 4

Commissioners’ seats:

for Ward 2 and

* polf carts lease/purchase:

* bids for delinquent tax
property at 514 N. Wells and
825 S. Tally:

* authonze statt to prepare
plans and specitfications for the
seal coat project:

* one-year extensions of
Animal Control
with the

Letors.

Agreements
cities ot Groom,
McLean.  Miami,
Skellytown and White Deer.

An executive session 1s
planned for an evaluation of
the city manager’s perform-
ance.

Reports scheduled for the
meeting include a report by
City Manager Mitch Grant on
visit by the
Historic Commission,
report on Pioneer Cottage and
maintenance report by Shane
Stokes, and an election law
update by City Secretary
Phyllis Jefters.

Commissioners also plan

a site Texas

status

to discuss city commission
meetings and agendas. the
Railroad Commission office
expansion,

staffing and animal control

organizational

regulations.
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A reception was recently held at the Lighthouse Covenant Fellowship to honor and
encourage SPC. A. J. Taylor of the Headquarters Company, Engineering Battalion,
shown here with his wife Rainy. SPC. Taylor was home on leave from Tikrit, Iraq.
During the reception, SPC. Taylor spoke to the crowd about his experiences in Iraq
and thanked them for their gifts and prayers. He is the son of Dale and Joann
Taylor, and Rainy is the daughter of Nathan and Janey Hopson, all of Pampa.

(Courtesy photo)

By LIZ SIDOTI
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Wesley Clark, try-
ing to brush off a distraction Saturday as he
engaged Democratic presidential rivals in a
Southern showdown. backed oft remarks that
some in the Clinton acministration wanted to end
the 1999 Kosovo bombing campaign for political
reasons

Front-runner John Kerry, North Carolina Sen.
John Edwards and Clark were campaigning in
Tennessee and Virginia through the weekend,
ahead of primaries in those states Tuesday. Kerry
was 1n a strong position to sweep weekend con-
tests in Michigan, Washington and Maine, states
where his opponents put up little fight.

In Tennessee, country music singer George
Jones lent his voice to a Clark radio ad debuting
Sunday. The native Tennessean tells listeners,
“Like Wes Clark, I'm no career politician, but 1
know a leader when | see one.”

Clark tried to shrug oft remarks that surtaced
Saturday, from a 2000 interview, when he alleged
that certain unidentified members of the Clinton
administration were in a rush to end the Kosovo
war so the conflict would not hurt Al Gore's pres-
idential campaign. Clark was the military officer
in chafgc of prosecuting the war. as NATO

supreme commander. Gore was vice president.
In the interview with NATO's ofticial histori-
an. Clark said: “There were those in the White
House who said. "Hey. look. you gotta finish the
bombing before the Fourth of July weekend.
That's the start of the next presidential campaign
season. so stop it. It doesn’t matter what you do.

just turn it off. You don’t have to win this thing. let

it he.”

Campaigning in western Virginia on Saturday,
Clark said President Clinton and his national
security adviser, Sandy Berger. “were totally
committed to this operation. I never had any polit-
ical pressure to do anything but succeed.”

Clark said his comments in 2000 were “a
stream-of-conscious dictation”™ with a historian. 1
had to assemble all of my memory and think
about what had actually happened. It was such a
complex period of time.”

Clark was pushing for a larger NATO role in
the war at the time. But as it turned out. Yugoslay
President Slobodan Milosevic agreed in June
1999 to the West's demands for the pullout of all
Serbian forces and deployment of Western peace-
keepers in Kosovo.

The retired general told a rally at a Roanoke,
Va.. biscuit shop that he lived four times in the
state duning his military career, and that he 1s new

to politics. “Nobody owns me.” he said.

Monday marks deadline to register for primary

AUSTIN (AP) Monday
is the final day to register to
vote in Texas’ March 9 pni-
mary.

Registration
available at
libranies,

office and

must  be
Monday.

forms are
post
and other outlets as

offices,

well as the secretary of state’s

WWW.SOSs.state.tx.us.
Forms that
postmarked by

are mailed n

Questions about the formor  ber.

where to pick one up also can
be found on the Web site. said
Jenniter  Waisath,
woman tor the secretary of

online at
spokes-
state’s office. The office also
has a toll-free telephone num-
1 -800-252-8683.
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NEW MANAGEMENT

Come In And Meet Joel To Receive

0 A n" With This Coupon

hoe
h%use

Open 7 Days A Week
Monday-Saturday 9-7
Sunday 1-5
1500 North Hobart
Pampa * 665-5691
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%, KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

301 W. Kingsmill

11931 Ragsdale ... $165,000
104 S. Price Rd. - Office
Warehouse
2133 Williston
2216 Dogwood ... $37,000

Sharon McKee

... $200,000

... $28,000

820 N. Gray ... $49,000

1914 N. Faulkner ...

304 N. West ..

504 West 2nd, White Deer ...
2300 Beech ...

069-2799

$38,500

. $48,500
$120,000
$175,000

2000 Christine ...
1301 Starkweather ...
2211 Dogwood ... $61,900

$70,000
$26,000
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SERVICES TOMORROW

DOUGHERTY, Barbara L. —
Directors Colonial Chapel, Pampa.

GASSETT, Edna —
Colonial Chapel, Pampa.

10 a.m.,

p.m., Carmichael-Whatley Funeral

Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors

BARBARA L. DOUGHERTY
1936-2004

AMARILLO — Barbara L. Dougherty, 67,
of Amarillo, died Saturday, Feb. 7, 2004, in
Amarillo. Services will be at 2 p.m. Monday in
Carmichael-Whatley Colonial Chapel in
Pampa with Gary Kuhlman and Jeff Parrish,
both of Craig Methodist Retirement Center in
Amarillo, officiating. Burial will be in
Fairview Cemetery in Pampa under the direc-
tion of Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Dougherty was born March 19, 1936,
in Humphrey,
Pampa from 1942 until moving to Amarillo in
1999.

She married S.W. Dougherty on Sept. 30,
1960, in Brownfield. He preceded her in death

Okla. She was a resident of

in 1984.

She was a member of the Cowboy Church
at Craig Methodist Retirement Center in
Amarillo.

Survivors include one daughter, Melissa
Urban and husband Larry of Dumas; one son,
Ken Dougherty and wife Kelly of Canyon; one
sister, Alene Hagar of Hemphill; six grandchil-
dren; and two great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by a brother, Joe O’Rear.

Memorials may be made to Multiple
Sclerosis Society, Panhandle Chapter, 6222
Canyon Dr., Amarillo, TX 79109.

—Sign the on-line register book at
www.carmichael-whatley.com.

City Briefs

I'he Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

JJ’'S AMUSEMENTS now
open! 1201 N. Hobart Coro-
nado Center. 665-0929

$5 OFF All Tanning Pack-
ages. All About Beauty, 1405
N. Banks, 665-1101.

ACCEPTING SEALED
bids on a 1993 Chev. pu. ex-
tended cab, 4x4. Call 835-

o Yvird

2773. Lefors FCU reserves the
right to refuse any and all
bids.

BALLOON BOUQUETS
and Gitt Baskets! We Deliver!
Carousel Expressions, 665-

0614, 113 N. Cuyler.

CABOT & NOI Employees
Credit Union will holds it's
Annual Meeting, Feb.
17,2004, at 6:30 p.m., at the
MK Brown Heritage Room.

SHE'LL CALL you Sweet-
heart with a lasting gift of
jewelry from Twice Is Nice-
from one of a kind designer
pieces to fun fashion jewelry!

KAREN'’S KITCHEN, 716
W. Foster, Sun. 11-2, hambur-
ger steak, pork roast, chicken

spaghetti. All You Can Eat
$7.25.
KISMET EMPORIUM

Now Open For Business, 106
S. Cuyler, 665-0055.

LEEANN'’S GROOM-
ING, 669-9660.
MASSAGE THERAPY

Valentine Special Gift Certifi-
cates call Cathy Potter or
Holly Couts at 669-0013. NBC
Plaza 2 Suite 9.

TRALEE CRISIS Center
needs your help! We are in
desperate need of gently used
or new beds, mattresses &
baby beds for our clients and
their children, it’s too cold for
anyone to have to sleep on the
floor! Please contact Karon at
the office 669-1131 Mon.-Fri.
8-5.

STORY TIMES at Lovett
memorial Library, 10 a.m.
Tuesdays. Call the library
669-5780 for more info.

TEXAS GIFT Baskets! and
Gourmet Foods at Carousel
Expressions, 113 N. Cuyler.

VALENTINE SPECIAL
for that special Lady, Mani-
cure, Pedicure and 2 hr. Mas-
sage w/ Hot Stones $75. The
Golden Touch 665-9711/665-
6850 or All About Beauty,

EDNA GASSETT
1917-2004

Edna Gassett, 86, of Pampa, died Friday,
Feb. 6, 2004, at Amarillo. Services will be at 10
a.m. Monday in Carmichael-Whatley Colonial
Chapel with the Rev. Gene Allen, a retired Full
Gospel minister, and the Rev. Lynn Hancock,
pastor of Briarwood Full Gospel Church, offici-
ating. Burial will be in Memory Gardens
Cemetery under the direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Gassett was born Oct. 5, 1917, at
Pawhuska, Okla. She married Joe Milford
Chapin in 1937; he died in 1971. She later mar-
ried Robert Gassett on March 1, 1975, at
Pampa; he died in 2002.

Mrs.
Union in Skellytown for 24 years and went on
to serve on Skel-Tex board of directors for 12

Gassett worked for- Skel-Tex Credit

years.

She was a member of Eastern Star since 1935
and belonged to Briarwood Full Gospel Church.

She was preceded in death by a son, Dan
Chapin and by a grandson, Rodney Chapin,
both in 1983.

Survivors include two daughters, Marie
Stevenson of Pinehurst, Idaho, and Joyce Minor
of Lewisville; a son, Joe Chapin of Molena, Ga.;
a brother, Ralph Jackson of Amarillo; eight
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; and a
great-great-grandchild.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memo-
rials be to Briarwood Full Gospel Church, 1800
W. Harvester, Pampa, TX 79065.

—Sign the on-line register book at
www.carmichael-whatley.com.

ATTENTION:

The lunch and break-
fast menus that are usual-
ly printed in

Sunday

Lifestyles section of the
edition
the appear this week in the

Monday edition instead.
We apologize for any
inconvenience.

will

ON RECORD

POLICE

Pampa Police Department reported the
following arrests during the 24-hour peri-
od ending at 7 a.m. Saturday.

Friday, Feb. 6

Terry Ray Green, 25, 1244 S. Hobart,
was arrested for possession of marijuana
under 2 ounces and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

Josh Magana, 17, 436 S. Hughes, was
arrested for minor in possession of alco-
hol, failure to appear and a capias pro fine
for minor in possession of alcohol.

Lucio Magana, 19, 436 S. Hughes, was
arrested for no driver’s license, no insur-
ance and failure to appear.

Tiffany Velasquez, 20, 402 McMasters,
was arrested for theft over $50 and under
$500.

Saturday, Feb. 7

Timothy Kellison, 25, of Lefors, was
arrested for public intoxication and bur-
glary of a building.

Amber Caviness, 21,
arrested for public intoxication and failure
to identify.

533 Doyle, was

AMBULANCE

SHERIFF

Gray County Sherift’s Office reported the
following arrests during the 24-hour period
ending at 7 a.m. Saturday.

Saturday, Jan. 7

Earline Gifford, 39, 1037 S. Wells, was
arrested by the Texas Department of Public
Safety for driving while intoxicated, first
offense.

Delbert Gifford, 36, 1037 S. Wells, was
arrested by GCSO for the Texas Department
of Public Safety on a warrant for possession
of a controlled substance. *

FIRE

Pampa Fire Department reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period end-
ing at 7 a.m. Saturday.

Friday, Feb. 6

12:56 a.m. — One unit and two firefighters
responded to the 1100 block of South Hobart
on a vehicle versus gas meter accident.
Firefighters remained at the scene until offi-
cials from the gas company arrived.

10 a.m. — One unit and two firefighters
responded to Pampa Police Department, 200
W. Foster, on suspicious mail that had been
brought to the PD by private citizen(s).

11:53 a.m. — Three units and eight fire-

CALI BELLMART tor
breaktast & lunch. Eat in,
take-out or delivery. Burgers,

ROLANDA'S

1405 N. Banks 665-1101.

VALEN-

tramedia’s 6th

Feb.

fajitas, chicken, salad, etc. TINE’S Specials, 20-507% Off
669-7469. Open Mon-Sat. at ot items. 665-9682.
5:00 am
SHARON MCCORMICK
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

will begin picking up Christ-
mas Decorations Feb 16.

Formerly w/ Celebrations is
now at Carousel Expressions
Call in your order-665-0614

prizes. See you Saturday!

YOU'RE INVITED to Cen-
Anniversary
Open House celebration Sat.
14 from 9-5. Come by
112 E. Francis for hot dogs, a
grand tour & a chance to win

Prison rape case ends in no indictments

WICHITA FALLS, Texas (AP) — A grand
jury returned no indictments against 49
prison inmates accused of raping and selling
a former prisoner as an unwilling sex slave.

A 70-page investigative report presented
last week persuaded jurors that Roderick
Johmson’s allegations of prison gang rapes
.and beatings were unfounded, said Tanya
Perry, the Office of the Inspector General
investigator who handled the case.

“We looked at everything,” Perry said in
Saturday’s editions of the Wichita Falls
Times Record News. “We left no stone
unturned and there was nothing to support
that this allegation occurred.”

Johnson, a gay Navy veteran, went to
prison for burglary and was paroled. He
returned after bouncing a $200 check.

The American Civil Liberties Union,
which filed a lawsuit on Johnson’s behalf,
disputed the investigation’s findings, alleging

thmdwkmbep-md&hmndmsmm
and guards at the Allred Unit, just northwest  gangs.
of Wichita Falls, did nothing to stop rapes of
Johnson. The civil case is pending in federal

court.
“From what I already know, there’s some-

thing very, very fishy going on here with this
so-called investigation and with taking this
thing to a grand jury, essentially to have this
no-billed,” said Margaret Winter, associate
director of the ACLU’s Washington-based

Winter said she talked to Johmson on
Friday and he was depressed by the grand
jury decision.

“!-lcdtdnlevenknowmlﬂnswashap-
pening,” she said. “He was very stunned that
they would do this.”

The ACLU lawsuit alleges that Johnson
was abused over an 18-month period before
he was moved in April 2002 to the Michael
Unit of the prison system in East Texas,

The suit described Johnson, who is in his
mid-30s, as a “homosexual with no histoy of
violence and very little prison experience.” It
dsonndoﬁcmdhmu“ﬁ*viw

Johon’lcﬂllhﬂﬂﬂ

ing at 7 a.m. Saturday.
Friday, Feb. 6

patient to PRMC.

the 400 block of Dwight.

Rural/Metro Ambulance reported the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period end-

9 a.m. — A mobile ICU responded to the
1900 block of Charles and transported a
patient to Pampa Regional Medical Center.

12:45 p.m. — A mobile iCU responded to
Kentucky and Price Road and transported a

1:19 p.m. — A mobile ICU responded to

being

fighters responded to a residence in the 700
block of Fir on irvestigation of suspicious
mail. The suspicious mail brought earlier to
the PD originated from this residence.

12:45 p.m. — One unit and two firefighters
responded to Kentucky and Price Road on a
motor vehicle accident involving two pickup
trucks. The accident resulted in one patient
transported to
Medical Center.

1:20 p.m. — One unit and three firefighters
responded to the 400 block of North Dwight
on a call for medical assistance.

Pampa Regional

. WEATHER Focus

The forecast today is calling for partly
cloudy skies, highs in the lower 50s and south-
west winds 15 to 25 mph. Night should fall on
partly cloudy skies with lows in the mid 20s

PAMPA

and north winds 10 to 20 mph. Monday should
see partly cloudy skies.
Northeast winds 5 to 15 mph. Monday night,
partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 20s.

Highs in the upper 30s.

Workshop targets prospective school board candidates

AMARILLO — Area
school board candidates and
interested citizens can learn
more about the demands and
rewards of school board serv
ice at a candidate workshop,
Thursday, March 11, 7-9 p.m.,
at the Region 16 Education
Service Center, 5800 Bell St.

The workshop, cosponsored
by the Region 16 Education
Service Center and the Texas
Association of School Boards
will provide interested com-
munity members and individu-
als thinking about running for
the board with a better under
standing of what is involved in
being elected and serving as a

trustee. Experienced
school board members will
explain board members’ key
responsibilities and outline the
qualities necessary for effec-
tive service.

Topics to be covered
include what it's like to be a
trustee, key responsibilities of
the board, division of authority
with staff, how to campaign
constructively and where to
find more information.
Participants will also view “A
Call to Service,” a TASB video
highlighting many aspects of
board service and featuring
several experienced school
trustees.

local

Individuals interested in
applying for a place on the bal-
lot for the Pampa Independent
School  District Board of
Trustees should apply at
Carver Center, 321 W. Albert,
in the personnel office between
Feb. 16 and March 15 on
weekdays between 8 a.m. and
4:30 p.m.

The workshop is open to
anyone. Admission is free. For
more information about the
workshop, call Brenda Canul
at TASB, 512-467-0222 or |-
800-580-8272, ext. 6104, or
check the TASB web site at
www.tasb.org for other dates
and locations.
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Texas Hill Country Wildflower Trail

Ten central Texas communities have joined to

create the Texas Hill Country Wildflower Trail.

From late March through June, the towns of

Brady, Bumnet, Early, Fredericksburg,
Goldthwaite, Johnson City, Lampasas, Llano,
Mason and San Saba are celebrating the natural
roadside beauty.

Favorite wildflowers found in the Hill Country,
include bluebonnets, Indian paintbrush, phlox,
Mexican poppy, winecups, Indiarr blanket and
lemonmint.

“The Wildflower Trail is very important,” said
Deborah Farquhar-Garner, Wildflower Trail
Coordinator, “because it promotes one of Texas’
prettiest things - wildflowers.”

Some of the highlights during the wildflower
season town by town include:

Early invites visitors the fourth week of March
through the end of May, when wildflowers are at
their peak. Visitors may also want to pull over for
a peek in Early’s many antique shops, fine eating
establishments, or even-a round of golf at the
Feather Bay Golf Course. The Saturday before
Easter, kids can take part in the Largest Easter Egg
Hunt in Texas. In July, join them for the Vietnam
Veteran's Boogie on the Bayou at Riverside Park.

The wildflower season in Burnet the
Bluebonnet Capital of Texas - starts around mid-
March and ends in July. Sightseers are sure to
come upon bluebonnets, Indian paintbrush, core-

opsis, straw flowers, Mexican hats, standing
cypress, Indian blankets, lemon mint, gay feathers,
and white prickly poppies. Guests who time their
visits - Hill Country Lawn and Garden Show, last
Weekend in March; Spring Art & Craft Show, 1st
Weekend in April Spring Art and Crafts Show and
Sale; Bluebonnet Festival, 2nd Weekend; Valley
Lake 5K Run, 4th Weekend; Market Days/Garage
Sale, 2nd Weekend in May; Highland Lakes
Wildgame and Barbecue Cookoff, 3rd Weekend;
33rd Annual Hill Country Tour and Trade Show,
Memorial Day Weekend, 23, 24, 25; Bumet
Rodeo, 4th Weekend in June; Hill Country Railfair
and Festival, 4th Weekend in August; Fall Creek
Vineyards Grape Stomp and Harvest Festival, last
two Saturdays before Labor Day.

Over 100 varieties of wildflowers attract driv-
ers to Goldthwaite from March through
September. Bluebonnets, sunflowers, golden rod,
red buds, and wild mustard are but a few of the col-
orful decorations in subsequent months. Events in
this authentic Texas town include: last Saturday in
April, Mills County BBQ & Goat Cookoff; Texas
Friendship Wagon Trail, 3rd Weekend in April and
3rd Weekend in October; Goldthwaite FFA Rodeo,
2nd Weekend in June (Thur, Fri, and Sat.);
Christmas in July.

Mason's  springtime activities  include
Bluebonnet Drives in April and Wildflower Drives
in May. Mark your calendars for more... February

19, Chamber of Commerce Banquet; 26, Mason
Country Opry: Jake Hooker; March 25, Mason
Country Opry; April 17, Republican Women's
Home Tour; 24, Mason Country Opry; May 1,
Mason VFD Annual Bar-B-Q Fundraiser; 27,
Mason Country Opry; June 24, Mason Country
Opry.

Gardeners will find more to interest them on
their drive through Lampasas. The Bloomin’ Fest
is a festival geared to springtime gardening, featur-
ing arts, crafts, and, of course, plants. More Spring
events include March 5 - 6, Quilt Show; 27,
Lometa Diamondback Jubilee; April 3, Bloomin'
Fest; 18, Chamber Golf Classic; 24, City Wide
Garage Sale; May 29, 30, 31 Memorial Golf
Classic; June 12 - 13, Sulphur Creek Car Cruise; 4,
L1, 18, 25 - Little Night Music; 18 - 19, Lampasas
Riata Roundup.

Visitors to Llano may not find time to see the
wildflowers with all the activities underway during
the March - June season. Spring include February

14, Llano Country Opry - Johnny Duncan; March

13, Llano Country Opry; 27, Texas Indian
Hobbyists; April 3, Wildflower Trail and Camival;
10, VFD Fish Fry, Open Fiddle Contest, Llano
Country Opry; 15 - 17, Annual Crawfish Open;
May 8, Llano Country Opry.

Bluebonnets, galardia, winecups, purple cone
flowers, gold yarrow, and blacked-eyed Susans
will line the roads leading to San Saba Jate March

1[ 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING

: WITH APPROVED CREDIT

ENTERTAINMENT

CABINETS

*499

«Holds Most 36" TV
«Doors Open Flush

«Choice Of Finishes

GLIDING ROCKER

WITH GLIDE OTTOMAN
Both Only

*399

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9:00 T0 5:30

Big Selection Of Styles And
.. All Reduced To Sell

SAVE UP T0 600.00 ON A GROUP OF

Fabrics .

BIG SELECTION!
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ready to bloom

through July. Special events during this colorful
time include the April 16 - 18, Heart of Texas Calf
Roping; May 1 Volunteer Fire Department Cow
Camp Cook-off; June 17 - 19, 66th Annual Rodeo;
19, Rodeo Parade and Dance.

Fun things to do during the Wildflower season
in Johnson City include February 12-14, Cabin
Fever Days; 28, JC Women Club Bingo and
Spaghetti Dinner; March 20, men's State Chili
Cook-off; April 1-3, ESA Annual Garage Sale; 10,
Wildflower Festival; May 8, JCVFD Fish Fry and
Raffle Fund-raiser; 8, Johnson City Market Day.
Plus abundant wildflowers along the roadsides and
county roads.

Mid-March through the end of May, visitors
to Fredericksburg will enjoy the extra beauty of
wildflower-lined roads on every approach.
Fredericksburg is home to many events:
February month of romance; 14-15, Wine
Lover’s Trail (Hill Country); March 1 - June -
Texas Hill Country Wildflower Trail; 13-20,
Texas Hill Country Hell Week (Bicycle Tour);
14, Hill Country Wedding Expo; 20, American
Music Series; April 2, Van der Stucken Music
Festival; 3, Rural Schools Open House; 5 - 18,
Wildseed Farms Wildflower Celebration; 10,
Easter Fires Pageant, Garden Club Plant Sale;
16 - 18, Herb Festival; 17 - 18, Wine &

(See FLOWERS 12, Page )

La-Z-Boy And Lane
SAVE UP T0 60%

ECLINERS

g, Retail *499+°599+°699

249
269
299

this Lush LERTHER
CHAISE RECLINER . .«

- All. Big, Bold Ultra-Cushioned
W Comfort And A Style That's Laid
by Back. Retail $1099.00

RED TAG SALE

LEATHER
SOFAS
7199-°999

-~

*Wiring Ports
In Back Panel

BEDROOM GROUPS

4 PC. GROUPS

41w X 54H

Full Set

Queen Set

PHONE 665-1623

“ FURNITURE

210 N. Cuyler In Downtown Pampa

SEALY PLUSH

Twin Set
Full Set
King Set

Financing With Approved Credit

999-°699

SEALY MATTRESS SALE s
SEALY PREMIER "

Twin Set 3249

299
349

399
Queen Set

299
*349

MATTRESS

O

REMOVAL
OF YOUR OLD

IN-HOME
SET-UP
OF YOUR NEW
BEDDING!
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LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What’s so different about
Highway 60/Brown Street?

To the editor,

I’'m confused about the city government's initiative to clean
up Highway 60/Brown Street.

The confusion arises when I travel the streets of our village
and encounter trash of all sorts lining the gutters, against fenc-
ing on commercial and residential properties, lining Red Deer
Creek, all over commercial parking areas, blowing with the
wind as it is snagged in a tree branch, and my all-time favorite
— blowing out the bed of a pickup as the driver motors down the
street.

I'm even more befuddled when I see city employees toss out
their cigarette butts from the city- owned vehicle they are driv-
ing. Massive brain overload happens when 1 see Price Road,

from Highway 60 north to the intersection of 23rd Strdet, and” §.

- Alcock Street from Price Road to Sumner Street. What's so spe-
cial about Highway 60/Brown Street?

Cleaning up Pampa should start at the nucleus of our village

— for those of you who don't understand "nucleus"”, think the
word "center”, and it should register. The whole Pampa enchi-
. lada is a mess!
Maybe the citizens that are responsible for the rampant trash
- don't understand the words "environment” and "ecological."
* Maybe our city fathers should educate the citizenry responsible
for our trash problem - that means appropriate funds to do an
anti-trash program. Use some of that Highway 60/Brown Street
money.

And here's the clincher! The last time I checked, -tossing
trash out the car window or littering when you walk a city street
is against state law, punishable by a fine. Maybe if our police
- would enforce the littering law, it would be a start to a clean vil-
lage. Maybe if the citizens that litter would stop, it would be a
start to a clean village. Maybe I'm dreaming?

Dennis Palmitier

Pampa

: TopAY IN HISTORY

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Sunday, Feb. 8, the 39th day of 2004. There are 327
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

One hundred years ago, on Feb. 8, 1904, the Russo-Japanese
War, a conflict over control of Manchuria and Korea, began as
Japanese forces attacked Port Arthur. During the war, Russia
suffered a series of stunning defeats to Japan; the fighting
ended with an agreement mediated by President Theodore
Roosevelt, who went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize for his
efforts.

LETTERS 1O THE EDITOR Poricy

The Pampa News welcomes and encourages readers to
express their opinions on issues of public interest and concern.
However, we also reserve the right to accept or reject any let-
ter for publication.

Letters must be 300 words or less. Letters submitted for
publication must be neat and legible, typed if possible, or at
least handwritten in a clear manner. All letters will be edited for
length, clarity, spelling, grammar, and taste. We will not pub-
lish anonymous letters, letters that are potentially libelous, or
personal attacks. Submission of a letter does not guarantee its
publication nor can we guarantee a date of publication.

Letters submitted must include name, address, phone num-
ber and signature for verification. Addresses and telephone
numbers will not be printed, unless requested for a specific rea-
son.

Due to volume and repetition, we will limit submissions
. from the same person to two letters per month.

Poetry, candidate or political endorsements, letters to third
parties and “thank you” letters will not be published except at
the discretion of the editor, depending on general interest.

Letters may be dropped off at the office. 403 W. Atchison,
or mailed to The Pampa News, Letters to the Editor, P.O. Box
2198, Pampa, TX 79066.
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| Lies, slander mark campaign

It's interesting to see John Kerry and
Terry McAuliffe questioning Bush's sta-
tus as commander in chief, falsely claim-
ing that he was allegedly AWOL from the
Air National Guard during the Vietnam
War while other Democrat candidates
allow their surrogates to repeat this
instead of standing up and telling them,
"You're wrong."

But they just let it go and say that they
have a right to have their opinions and
that Mr. Bush has to answer this charge.
Well, Mr. Bush answered this slander in
the 2000 elections. So did George maga-
zine, which did a brilliant job of investi-
gating this whole matter on -Oct. 10,
2000. They — and the New York Times as
well - found the charge to be bogus — that
the president indeed did serve his time.
Yes, he did take time off to get involved
in a senate campaign in Alabama but then
made up the time and was given an hon-
orable discharge — something they don't
give to people who haven't lived up to
their obligations.

Now they're bringing this discredited
story back up again because they want to
play up Kerry's war record which was a
fabulous one where he performed hero-
ically. But they don't want to discuss his
record after the war which is a dismal and
shameful one.

After getting an early discharge from
the Navy, he joined the Vietnam Veterans
Against the War, worked with “Hanoi
Jane” Fonda and became a leader of the
anti-Vietnam War, pro-Hanoi movement,
spreading vicious lies about U.S. soldiers
then fighting and dying in Vietnam.

In testimony before the Senate

""lmlmm I
T

|
|

In 1981, before moving here to
Conway, Ark., my wife and I built a new
home near the Little Rock Air Force
Base. Our home was situated on top of a
high hill and all the planes taking off to
the west would come right over the top
of it.

For us, one of the highlights each year
was when the base would hold an open
house. During this special event, in most
cases they would have the Thunderbirds
Air Force precision flying team perform.
We would sit out on the deck and watch
them. They were so good and so precise,
it appeared that you could step from one
plane to the next as they zipped along at
500 to 600 miles per hour.

Each pilot had to be extremely good
to be part of this prestigious unit.
Because the focus was always on these
fantastic jet airplanes and all the various
routines and stunts they were perform-
ing, I never thought much about the indi-
vidual pilots and how they were selected
to represent the United States Air Force
all over the world. However, this all
changed for me a few days ago when I
heard the following story.

A new base commander had received
an appointment at the Marine Corps Air
Station located at Cherry Point, N.C.
Soon after he arrived, the people under
his command held a big reception for

T

MICHAEL REAGAN
COLUMNIST

Foreign Relations Committee hearing on
April 23, 1971, Kerry said that U.S. ser-
vicemen had "personally raped, cut off
ears, cut off heads, taped wires from
portable telephones to human genitals
and turned up the power, cut off limbs,
blown up bodies, randomly shot at civil-
ians, razed villages, shot cattle and dogs
for fun, poisoned food stocks, and gener-
ally ravaged the countryside of South
Vietnam."

According * to’ Vietnam Veterans
against John Kerry, "Kerry's betrayal of
American prisoners of war, his blatant
disrespect for the families of our missing
in action, Vietnam veterans, the military,
his support for communist Vietnam and
his waffling over the issue of use of force
in Iraq ... cannot be relied on to protect
the best interests of the United States."

They are right, and his voting record
proves it. The fact is that we could not
fight a war if it was John Kerry's military
because we wouldn't have the military
machinery to fight these wars — the
Apaches, the Bradleys, the Bls, the B2s,
the F14s the F15s — we wouldn't have a
military to fight a modern war. But Kerry
and his fellow Democrats want to shift
the emphasis away from his shameful
conduct in his post-war activities and his
anti-defense voting record onto the same

POLLY WANTS
A CUDA

Jim DAVIDSON
COLUMNIST

him. As people were making their way
down the receiving line, this new base
commander greeted a gray-haired first
lieutenant. When he saw his gray hair, he
said, “Fellow, you look to be up in years.
Why haven’t you moved up in rank?”

The first lieutenant said, “Well, sir,
it’s a long story. I'm 51 and I served as a
fighter pilot during W.W.II in the South
Pacific. Almost every night we would
have an alert and all the pilots would
have to go to the flight line and warm up
our planes and be ready to go at a
moments notice. However, in most cases
the alert was called off and we had to
stand down, which means the alert was
called off the threat of danger had
passed.

“After several weeks of this I was los-
ing a lot of*sleep, but it just so happened
that our unitshad a pet monkey. It really
took some doing, but I trained this mon-
key to respond to an alert by going to the
flight line and warming up my plane.
When the alert was over the the stand

bogus issue of the President's Air
National Guard service the Democrats
tried and failed to make -stick back in
2000. '

What's maddening is that the media
know the truth but you'd never know it
from what they report. They're letting
Kerry and McAuliffe and their fellow
Democrats get away with peddling what
they know is a big fat lie.

Look at it this way. Suppose the
Republicans were to compare Kerry's
activities when as a war hero he came
home and turned on his country to those
of another genuine war hero who also
turned on his country after heroically
serving it.

Can you imagine how the media
would react if the Republicans were to
compare the turncoat hero's record to
John Kerry's, a war hero who also turned
on his country and gave aid and comfort
to the enemy.

If they so much as mentioned the
name of Benedict Arnold - the wounded
hero of the Battles of Freeman's Farm
and Saratoga that destroyed a British
army and eventually helped win the
Revolutionary War, and then betrayed his
country — in the same breath with John
Kerry, the media would go crazy. They
would rightly say that it would be a
vicious slander. - But no Republican
would even think of doing such a vicious
and slanderous thing.

Just as it is now a vicious and slander-
ous lie to suggest that George W. Bush,
the Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces served less than hpnorably while
in the Air National Guard 30 years ago.

down was given, he would shut her
down and come back to our sleeping
quarters. Unfortunately, as luck would
have it, one night the alert was not called
off and when all the planes took off, the
monkey took off with them. There is
however, one redeeming aspect of this
story. While I have just now made it
back to first lieutenant, that monkey is
now a full bird colonel.”

Even in the worst of times, there are
still those rare people who never lose
their sense of humor. I'm proud to say
that my father was this type of person.
He was over 40 years of age when I was
born . He served in W.W.I and was in
Brest, France, when the war ended. He
said they wanted to make him a PFC
(private first class) but he told them that
he did not want all that responsibility.

The human mind is a wonderful and
powerful tool that God has given us. |
consider myself a true patriot and I have
a deep respect for our nations armed
forces. You'll understand when | say that
I have no disrespect when | think of that
monkey in the cockpit. | can never again
watch the Thunderbirds or the Blue
Angels perform without wondering if
one of the pilots is a parmulary hairy
“bird” colonel.

(Write to Jim Davidson at 2 Bentley
Drive, Conway, AR 72034.)
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. MAITLAND, Fla. — How
about a big token of your appre-
ciation this Valentine’s Day?
Share your love by adopting a
manatee for someone special
through Save the Manatee Club
(SMC).

Adoptions start at just $25,
but for $35, each new member
who joins the Adopt-a-Manatee
program on-line will ‘receive a
manatee adoption packet and a
free T-shirt, while supplies last,
with the SMC logo on front and
a unique design on back that
shows manatees in a “laid-
back” Florida setting. Also
included will be a personalized
Valentine's Day gift card and
message. It’s a heartwarming
expression that will last
throughout the year and help
protect an endangered species at
the same time.

Manatees, sometimes called
“gentle giants,” weigh an aver-
age of 1,000 pounds and meas-
ure 10-feet long or more. These
large, slow-moving, aquatic
mammals are known to have
sweet dispositions and a curious
nature. Manatees spend most of

their time eating, resting and
traveling and can be found in
Florida year-round.

There are 29 manatees in
SMC’s Adopt-A-Manatee pro-
gram. Nineteen manatees live in
the wild and migrate each win-
ter to a natural warm water
spring at Blue Spring State
Park, near Orange City, Fla.

- Five female manatees live per-

manently at Homosassa Springs
Wildlife State Park in
Homosassa, Fla., and five man-
atees frequently seen in Tampa
Bay and along the west coast of
Florida are also available. Some
of the manatees in the adoption
program at Blue Spring include
Brutus, Lenny, Nick, Phyllis
and Paddy Doyle.

Brutus is one of Blue
Spring’s largest manatees,
weighing in at almost 1,800
pounds. Lenny is often referred
to at the “coach-potato” mana-
tee as he prefers rest to other
activities. Nick is affectionately
known as “Crazy-Nick,”
because he has been known to
head north when all the other
manatees are heading south for

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
Adopt-a-Manatee program offers something different for Valentine’s

the winter. Phyllis, a faithful vis-
itor to Blue Spring, has given
birth to twins, a rare event for
manatees. Paddy Doyle bears
the distinction of being one of
the feistiest manatees in the
Blue Spring area.

The manatees in the adoption
program located at Homosassa
Springs. Wildlife State Park
include Amanda, Ariel, Betsy,
Rosie, and Lorelei. Amanda
was rescued after suffering
severe injuries from a motor-
boat propeller. Her daughters
Ariel and Betsy are also in the
Adopt-A-Manatee program.

Several manatees - in the
Tampa Bay program include
Elsie, Flicker, Ginger, Jemp and
Vector. Elsie is easily identified
because her tail was badly muti-
lated from an encounter with a
boat propeller. Flicker is a
female manatee and has a series
of small propeller scars that
remind researches of flickering
flames.

Approximately 3,000 mana-
tees remain in the United States
today, and they are listed as
endangered by the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service. SMC'’s Adopt-
A-Manatee *program helps to
fund education and public
awareness programs; research,
rescue, rehabilitation and
release projects; and advocacy
and legal efforts to help protect
manatees and their habitat.

SMC is the world’s leading
manatee conservation organiza-
tion and was established in 1981
by U.S. Sen. Bob Graham and
singer/song  writer  Jimmy
Buffett.

A manatee adoption packet
includes an adoption certifi-
cate, an underwater photo, a
biography of the adopted man-
atee, and 2 membership hand-
book with information and
photos for the manatee enthusi-
ast. A subscription to Save the
Manatee Club Newsletter is
included and features updates

on the adopted manatee
throughout the year.
Check out the SMC web site

at www.savethemanatee.org for
the Valentine’s Day special pro-
motion as well as many other
manatee gift ideas. Proceeds
from manatee gift items also go

First-generation program at WT receives grant

CANYON — First-genera-
tion, college-bound students
will be the beneficiaries of a
$30,000 grant awarded to West
Texas A&M University by the
state’s First Generation College
Student (FGCS)  Grant
Program.

The money will be used to

implement the University’s
College - Success Initiative
(CSI), a fully paid summer col-
lege preparatory program
aimed at increasing the partici-
pation and success of first-gen-
eration students in college.
“West Texas A&M has a
strong commitment to support

RRC posts oil/gas statistics

AUSTIN — The Texas
Railroad Commission issued
a total of 1,152 original
drilling permits in December
2003 compared to 793 in
December 2002. The
December total included 983
permits to drill new oil and
gas wells, 27 to re-enter exist-
ing well bores, and 142 for re-
completions. Permits issued
in December 2003 included
299 oil, 380 gas, 422 oil and
gas, 45 injection, and six
other permits.

Texas preliminary
November 2003 crude oil pro-
duction averaged 933,208
barrels daily, up from the
965,733 barrels daily average
of November 2002.

The preliminary Texas
crude oil production figure for
November 2003 is 28,071,784
barrels, a decrease from
28,971,979 barrels reported
during November 2002.

In December 2003, opera-

tors reported 178 oil, 474 gas,
5 injection and four other
completions compared to 168
oil, 368 gas, 15 injection, and
three others during December
2002.

Total well completions for
2003 year to date are 9,741 up
from 9,192 recorded during
the same period in 2002.

Operators reported 615
holes plugged and 89 dry
holes in December 2003 com-
pared to 420 holes plugged
and 81 dry holes in December
2002.

Texas oil and gas wells
produced 434,247,119 Mcf
(thousand cubic feet) of gas
based upon preliminary pro-
duction figures for November
2003, down from the
November 2002 preliminary
gas production total of
435,828,559 Mcf. Texas pro-
duction in November 2003
came from 138,659 oil and
61,526 gas wells.

February gas production allowables set

AUSTIN — The Texas
Railroad Commission recent-
ly set February 2004 natural
gas production allowables for
prorated fields in the state to
meet market demand of
28,962,652 Mcf (thousand
cubic feet).

For these fields, the
February 2004 allowable rep-
resents a decrease of
2,142,944 Mcf when com-
pared to actual production of
31,375,596 Mcf in February
2003. In setting the February

2004 allowable, the
Commission used historical
production figures from

February 2003 and producer
forecasts for the February
2004 demand, and then
adjusted the figures to
account for such factors as
well capability, new wells in a
field, etc.

Texas natural gas storage
reported by the Commission

for December 2003 is
218,293,112 Mcf compared to
253,733,210 Mcf in
December 2002. The January
2004 gas storage estimate is
266,364,152 Mcf.

Gas well gas from prorated
fields accounts for 9 percent
of total gas well production in
Texas.

Preliminary statewide pro-
duction reported for
November 2003 is 28,071,784
barrels of crude oil and
364,764,608 Mcf of gas well
gas.

The Commission's estimat-
ed final production for this
month can be obtained by
multiplying these preliminary
production total<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>