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SWCD to host public
meeting on Jan. 15

Gray County Soil and
Water Conservation District
will  host a Program
Development Group meeting
on the 2004 Environmental
Quality Incentive Program at 7
p-m. Thursday, Jan. 15 at the
Gray County Annex, 1215 E.
Frederic.

The Local Work Group will
hear suggestions on the pro-
gram from the public. For
more information, call
GCSWCD at 665-1751, ext. 3.

DTS

Barbara Parks. 63, services
pending.

p Tree Planting

v

Seqson Is Here
WESLJEXAS
LANDSCAPE
120 $. HOBART  669-0158

CHITEDERS BROTEIE RS NG

HOUSE LENELING

neven Floors
Floor Bracing
Cracks In Bricks
Sticking Doors & Windows
Interior Wall Cracking
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-299-9563

WWW.CHILDERSLEVLEING.COM

FRED BROWN
TREE AND TURF

Tree & Yard Spraying
Insect & Weed Control
Deep Root Feeding

CELL 806-662-3141

FREE Retirement
Calculations

Duane Harp|
4 1921 N Hobart
Pampa, Tx 79065
665-6753

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871 |

FriDAY, JANUARY 9, 2004

By JOHN J. LUMPKIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) -
The Bush administration low-
ered the national terror warn-
ing level Friday as Homeland
Security Secretary Tom Ridge
said that an urgent threat had
passed. However. the airline
industry remained at high alert

“I know we are all thanktul
that nothing happened.” said
Ridge, announcing the lower-
ing of the threat level for most
of the country at a news con-
ference.

Ridge acknowledged that
certain locations and sectors of
the economy, which he did not
identity, will keep their securi
ty posture at the orange level

A U.S. official speaking on
condition of anonymity had
said earlier that airports and
airlines will keep their high
alert status.

During heightened alerts,

airports are asked to resirict

parking near terminals if nec-
essary, increase law enforce
ment patrols of terminals and
perimeters and conduct ran-
dom checks of vehicles on air-
port roadways. -

The alert level went from
orange, signifying a high threat
of terrorist attacks, to yellow.
signifying an elevated threat
The conclusion of the holidays
— and the large gatherings that
go with them. played a role in
the decision to lower the threat
level, Ridge said.

“Although we've returned
to yellow, we have not let our
guard down.” he said. “Yellow
still means that we are an ele-
vated risk of attack and we will
maintain particular vigilance
around some critical resources
and locales.™

Ridge said he did not know
yet whether the orange alert
had actually
planned attack on U.S. soil

disrupted a

Past increases in  security
measures have served as a
deterrent. persuading terrorists
to change their targets, said
Ridge, citmg mterviews with
prisoners.

In particular, a group of
operatives in Turkey decided
target an American
building there
because security was too tight,
Ridge said. In November, they
hit a British consulate instead.

not to
diplomatic

“When we raise the security
level. when you have more
police. when you have trankly
more security  protessionals
involved in protecting commu-
nities and critical _pieces of
infrastructure. it is a deterrent.
It does disru; * activity,” Ridge
said.

Homeland Security ranks
threats by colors, starting with
green at the bottom and fol-
lowed by blue, yellow, orange
and red as perceived dangers
intensify. The warning level
can be changed for the entire
country or tor specific regions
and economic sectors.

The level was raised to
orange, or the second-highest
level. on Dec. 21. That marked
the fifth time the nationu! alert
level was raised to orange since
the system was announced 1n
March 2002. 1t has

dipped below yellow. repre-

never

senting an “elevated™ risk.

Ridge said the decision to
go to orange was sound.
Several streams of intelligence
pointed to imminent, simulta-
neous attacks against U.S.
interests, he said.

Some ofticials have worried
that operatives of the al-Qaida
terrorist network were deliber-
ately trying to spoot U.S. and
international intelligence net
works aimed at uncoverin - ter
rorist threats, by planting mis
information on lines of com
munications they  believed
were monitored
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Water works

(Pampa News photo by Dee Dee Laramore)

A backhoe operator deepens a hole in the 1600 block of West Kentucky, as
City of Pampa and Canadian River Municipal Water Authority workers
repair a rupture in a 20-inch water main buried 15 feet below the surface.
Many Pampa residences and businesses located on West Kentucky and Price
Road will be without water until the main can be repaired, which may take
several days, city officials said Thursday.

-

KT}

(Pampa News photo by Dee Dee Laramore)
Workers man a pump at the site of a broken water main. City officials say
recent sub-zero temperatures earlier this week likely caused one of the city’s
major water lines to break.

Fund opens for Dec. 24 accident victims

By MARILYN POWERS
STAFF WRITER

A fund for the tamily ot
William Lee George has been
set up at FirstBank
Southwest, 300 W. Kingsmill
Ave.

George. his father, and his
son were involved in a traffic
Eve. in

accident Christmas

which all three were taken to

hospitals for treatment.

The accident occurred at
3:03 p.m. Dec. 24 in Hemphill
County, according to a Texas
Department of Public Safety
spokesperson in the Amarillo
DPS office

Gegrge. 45. his father.
William Edward George, 75,
of  Briscoe. and his son.
Michael Lee George. 8. were

in a 1994 Dodge van traveling

north on Hemphill County
Road 18, approaching the
intersection with  County
Road CC. William Edward
George, the driver, slowed
and then proceeded through
the intersection.

At that 1995
Chevrolet pickup driven by
Royce Zyback, 45, of Briscoe,
was traveling west on County
Road CC. The pickup struck

time, a

the van broadside.
Zyback was
Hemphill County Hospital.

taken to
where he was treated and
released. All three members
of the George family
transported to  Northwest
Texas Hospital in Amarillo
Michael
pronounced dead there at 9:17
a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 31, by
Dr. Eric Leavy

were

George was later

All four persons involved
in the accident were wearing
seat belts, according to DPS
It 15 unknown if the
intersection of the two county

records

roads was unmarked or had
DPS

traffic  signs,  the
spokesperson said.
William Lee George is an
equipment operator tor Gray
County Precinct 2. He was

(See FUND. Page 3)
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CAPE CANAVERAL. Fla. (AP)
President Bush is planning a perma-
nent science base for astronauts on the

more affordable robots exploring the
lunar and Martian surfaces. He points
to NASA's Spirit rover newly arrived at
Mars.

“The cost of a manned enclave on
the moon. I think. i1s going to make the
space station look cheap. That's the
only good thing about it,” said Stanford
University’s Douglas Osheroff.

In any event, I think we're still 30
years from going to Mars and if there's

(See SPACE, Page 3)

Member SIPC

LENTZ
GCONOCO

300 M. Nebart  665-3281

Complete Auto Service

White House press secretary Scott
McClellan confirmed that Bush would
deliver a speech Wednesday describing
his vision of the long-term direction of
stone for sending humans ultimately on the

deficits and the high costs of the war
against terrorism.
McClellan said that the White

House budget office was involved in

moon that could serve as a stepping
space program, but he did not the administration’s space review. and
that Bush will “put forth a responsible
budget that meets our highest priorities
while working to hold the line of
spending elsewhere in the budget.”

A Nobel-winning physicist who
investigated the shuttle accident 1s
among those who would rather see

to Mars, according to senior adminis-- reveal what Bush would say.

tration officials. “The president is strongly commit-
ted to the exploration of space,”
McClellan said Friday.

A major question is how to pay for
an expensive space initiative while the

nation 1s struggling with record budget

The president wants to aggressively
reinvigorate the space program. still
reeling from the Columbia tragedy

nearly one year ago. said the officials,

Stop. Go. Pennzonl. speaking on condition of anonymity

"
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Sharon McKee

13600 CR X-1, Hedley ... $75,000
2300 Beech ... $175,000
2236 Charles ... $75,000

2000 Christine ... $70,000
821 N. Dwight ... $28,900

4 KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

301 W. Kingsmill * 669-2799

11931 Ragsdale $165,000
932 Terry Rd ... $51,806
820 N. Gray ... $49,000

1524 Williston ... $23,500

2133 Williston ... $29,900

2270 FM2386, White Deer ... $219,500
100 McCelland, White Deer ... $62,500
1320 Terrace ... $27,900
This is only a few of our listings ...
call or come by for a complete list.

Sandra Schuneman

‘ON RECORD

SHERIFF

Gray County Sheriff’s Office today

reported the following arrests.
Thursday, Jan. 8

Helen Denell Diamond, 37, 1315 Coffee,
was arrested for criminal trespass.

Misty Diane Moman, 20, 1244 S. Hobart,
was arrested for possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

POLICE

Pampa Police Department today reported
the following incidents and arrests.
Wednesday, Jan. 7
Theft over $50 was reported at Lentz
Conoco. 300 N. Hobart. Miscellaneous items
valued at $128.02 were taken.
Thursday, Jan. 8
Criminal mischief was reported in the 200
block of East Frederic. A GMC pickup’s
paint was scratched, for an estimated $300 in
damage

Abuse of a child was reported.

An information report was taken in the
lobby of the police department.
Verleen  Smith, 23, 1105
Campanella, was arrested for capias pro fines
on charges of running a stop sign, no insur-
ance, violation of a promise to appear, and
farlure to signal a turn.

Luis  Geraldo Acosta, 44, 350 S.
Somerville, was arrested for two capias pro
fines each on charges ot no driver’s license,

Jessica

tatlure to appear, and failure to maintain
financial responsibility.

LLoyd Dean Morns, 35, Lefors, was arrest-
ed for violating a protective order.

Friday, Jan. 9

Leo Thomas Samuels 111, 46, 413 Anne,
was arrested for public intoxication, disorder-
ly conduct/language, and criminal mischief

over $50 and under $500.

FIRE

Pampa Fire Department responded to the
following call during the 24-hour period end-
ing at 7 a.m. today.

Thursday, Jan. 8

6:21 p.m. — One unit and two firefighters
helped city workers wash down the site of a
water main leak in the 1600 block of West
Kentucky.

9:14 p.m. — Two units and three firefight-
ers assisted Pampa police in identifying haz-
ardous materials in the 1200 block of South
Hobart.

ACCIDENTS

Pampa Police Department today reported

the following motor vehicle accidents.
Tuesday, Jan. 6

1:24 p.m. — A 1993 Pontiac TransSport
minivan, driven by Danny Monroe Degner,
57, 1921 Fir, and a 2001 Dodge BR1500
pickup, driven by Lonnie Ross Goodner, 91,
2333 Comanche, collided in the 400 block of
North Ballard. No injuries were reported.
Goodner was cited for making an illegal right
turn from the wrong lane.
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Cabot Oil Gas . .31.18  +1.19 NS Grp 9.21 +0.01
Coca Cola 50.57 +0.45
VLO 46.12 -033
HAL 27.78 +0.80 New York Gold 42375
Tried i o00:3098 008 SV . nunmsinnandD. 19
NOLt «.vn wnive s 23.50 +0.93 West Texas Crude......... 3398

Officer accused of pulling gun on repo man

OBITUARIES

BARBARA PARKS
1940-2004

Barbara Parks, 63, of Pampa, died
Thursday, Jan. 8, 2004, at Lubbock. Services
are pending under the direction of
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors of
Pampa.

Mrs. Parks was born July 13, 1940, at
Mount Pleasant, Mich. She married Raymond
Parks on July 19, 1958, at Alma, Mich., and
moved to Pampa in 1984 from Coldwater,
Mich.

She worked for Auxiliary Nursing Service
as a nurse’s aide for five years.

Mrs. Parks was preceded in death by two
sons, Mark Parks in January 1998 and Bart
Parks in March 2000; and a daughter,
Cathaline Kreger in August 2002.

Survivors include her husband, Raymond,
of the home; a son, Scott Parks of Oklahoma

City, Okla.; three daughters, Debra Parks of
Pampa and Michelle Cole and Valerie
Peterson, both of Marlin; six brothers, David
Smillie of Livingston, James Smillie of
Pensacola, Fla., Steven Smillie of Three
Rivers, Mich., Brad Smillie of Pampa, Donald
Wheeler of Indian River, Mich., and Robert
Wheeler of Mount Pleasant; five sisters, Ruth
Ann Hutchinson of Reed City, Mich., Linda
Dice of Pensacola, Kimberly Brenaman of
Coldwater, Sonya Blanchard of Chase, Mich.,
and Cindy Warzak of Stanwood, Mich.; 16
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be to Feed
The Children, P.O. Box 36, Oklahoma City,
OK 73101.

—Sign the on-line register book at
www.carmichael-whatley.com.

EATHER FocCus

PAMPA

Today’s forecast 1s calling for mostly sunny
skies, highs in the upper 50s and west winds
around 5 mph, shifting to the southeast 5 to 10
mph in the afternoon. Night should fall on part-
ly cloudy skies with lows in the mid 20s and
north winds 5 t6 10 mph. Saturday should see

‘partly cloudy skies. Highs in the lower 60s.

Southwest winds 5 to 15 mph. Saturday night,
mostly clear. Lows in the lower 30s. Southwest
winds 10 to 15 mph. Sunday, partly cloudy.

Highs in the upper 50s. West winds 15 to 20
mph. Sunday night, partly cloudy. Lows in the
upper 20s. Monday, partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 50s. Monday night, mostly clear. Lows
in the mid 20s. Tuesday, partly cloudy. Highs in
the mid 50s. Tuesday night, partly cloudy.
Lows in the mid 20s. Wednesday, mostly
sunny. Highs in the mid 40s. Wednesday night,
partly cloudy. Lows around 20. Thursday, part-
ly cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s.

By The Associated Press

Mostly sunny skies are in
the Saturday forecast for
much of the state with highs
in the 50s and 60s, the
National Weather Service
said.

East Texas can expect light
winds Friday night and lows
around 30. Saturday is expect-
ed to bring sunshine and highs
in the mid 50s.

The South Texas forecast
calls for lows in the lower 40s
on Friday and Saturday night
and mostly sunny skies and
highs in the mid to upper 60s
over the weekend.

Temperatures will dip to
the low 30s on Friday night in
West Texas, with highs in the
low 60s expected on Saturday.

In North Texas, mostly
sunny skies on Saturday will

mostly sunny skies on
Saturday and increasing
clouds on Sunday. A high in
the upper 50s is on tap for
Saturday with a high near 65
expected on Sunday.

A cloudy Saturday with
highs in the lower 60s in the
Panhandle is expected to turn
into a mostly sunny Sunday
with highs in the mid 50s.

The Permian Basin faces

FRISCO. Texas (AP) — A
Dallas police officer accused of
pulling a gun on a man who was
trying to repossess his boat and
sport utility vehicle has been
charged with aggravated assault.

Detective Larry L. Dyer, 38,
tumed himself in to Collin
County authonties after Frisco

police issued an wrast warrant on
a charge of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon by a public
servant.

He was released on Thursday
after posting $10,000 bail. If con-
victed of the first-degree felony,

Red
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Lost female light color

Sat. Jan. 3 from
Gray Co. Vet Clinic.
Answers to “Louise”.
Thelma misses her!

663-7606 8-4 p.m.
665-5485 after 4 p.m.

Dyer could face five years to life
in prison and a fine of $10,000.

Frisco police said Dyer fol-
lowed the tow truck in his car
early on the moming of Nov. 19
and made it pull over. He then
walked up to the man with his
gun drawn, identified himself as a
police officer and forced him out
of the tow truck and onto the
ground.

Dyer said Thursday that he did
not know at the time why anyone
would repossess his SUV and
boat. A paperwork error was to
blame, he said.

Heeler mix breed,
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His credit union was supposed
to take $66 from his paycheck
each month for a loan payment,
he said. The money was not taken
out for two months, so the credit
union repossessed the vehicles.

Police in the North Dallas sub-
urb said the credit union sent
Dyer a letter on Nov. 4 and called
several times about the problem
with the loan. The letter said the
credit union would repossess the
vehicles if necessary.

City
Briefs

The Pampa News is not
responsible for the content of
paid advertisement

GOSPEL SINGING, Sun-
day afternoon, 2 p.m. Pente-
costal Holiness Church, 1700
Alcock. Don’t miss it!

INVENTORY REDUC-
TION Sale, Sat. Only, All Its
Charm, Take Advantage of
the Huge Savings

PAMPA COUNTRY Club
Buffet, Sun., Jan. 11th open to
public. Entrees are Prime Rib
& Teriyaki Chicken.

SALE, MANY Winter
items up to 75% Off. Great
Selections!! Twice Is Nice.

WINTER SALE 25%-30%
off select items. Many clear-
ance items 50% off. Best Kept
Secrets, 1925 N. Hobart.

806-665-2599

Not Ceruified by the Texns Board of Legal Specislization

[t will be mostly clear on
the coast with lows in the 40s
on Friday night, and it will
warm up to the lower 60s by
Saturday afternoon.

turn partly cloudy on Sunday.
A high of 55 is expected for
Saturday, with a warm up to
62 in the forecast for Sunday.

Central Texas also will see

lows near 30 on Friday night
and partly cloudy skies
throughout the weekend.
Highs in the mid 60s are
expected for both days.

Trial set for Venegas

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Thirteen years
after the bloody slayings of two men and a
boy rocked Laredo, a trial is set to begin for a
man accused of killing them.

Miguel Angel Venegas Jr. of Laredo is
charged with three counts of first-degree
murder in the January 1991 slayings. Jury
selection was scheduled to begin Friday.

Venegas was 16 when he allegedly used a
knife and an ax to kill James Smiley, a 33-
year-old restaurant manager and Baptist
youth counselor, Ruben Martinez, 22, and

. Daniel Duenez, 14, two residents of Nuevo
Laredo, Mexico.

He escaped from a juvenile deiention cen-
ter at gunpoint in December 1993 and was
recaptured in 1995 in Monterrey, Mexico.
He has been free on bond since August.

State district judges have certified Venegas
to stand trial as an adult four times, but a state
appeals court struck down the first three cer-
tifications. The 4th Texas Court of Appeals in
San Antonio finally affirmed a lower court’s
certification in 2002.

Venegas denied the murder accusations in
a Thursday interview with the San Antonio
Express-News. He also said he did not wor-
ship Satan, which authorities have said was
the motive for the slayings. He said he never
knew Smiley and barely knew Miguel
Martinez, his co-defendant.

“We did drugs in the classroom and that
was it — mainly cocaine,” he said.

Miguel Martinez was convicted in 1992 of
participating in the murders. He was 17 when
he became the youngest person to be sent to

Texas’ death row, drawing international
attention.

A federal judge struck down the sentence,
ruling that prosecutors presented insufficient
evidence that he posed a continuing danger to
society. The state commuted Martinez’s sen-
tence to life imprisonment in February 2002
— on the condition that he testify against
Venegas.

Webb County assistant district attorney
Roberto Balli called Venegas’' statements a
last-minute cry of desperation after years of
legal delays.

“The problem with Miguel Angel Venegas
is he’s on the eve of his trial and he is looking
for other people to blame,” Balli said.

Some evidence in the case has been lost or
damaged. Laredo police investigators
destroyed fingerprints found at the crime
scene, and a Webb County courthouse clerk
used the ax that reportedly was used in the
murders to prune an office Christmas tree.

That should not affect the prosecution’s
case, Balli said. :

“This particular case is not built around
one piece of evidence,” he said. “I feel that
we have a good case and I think a jury, once
presented with the evidence, all of the evi-
dence, will understand this case.”

Smiley’s elderly parents said they do not
plan to travel from their home in Missouri to
attend the trial.

“I just want it to be all over 80 we don't.
have to worry about it — some way, some-
how. It’s in our minds all the time” said the
victim's father, Don Smiley.

115 W. Foster

“Across From The Coney”

fllison’s Quality Quick Lube

1807 RAlcock, next to Peggy’s
*o0il change, transmission change, state inspections,
free pick up and delivery, call 688-0042
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BAQOUBA, Iraq (AP) —
An explosion ripped through a
busy street Friday as worship-
pers. streamed out of a Shiite
Muslim mosque after midday

prayers in the central town of

Baqouba, killing at least two
people and wounding dozens
of others, doctors and officials
said.

In Saddam Hussein’s home-
town, Tikrit, some 300 U.S.
soldiers swept through the city

overnight, detaining 30 Iraqis
in one of the biggest raids
since the end of the American-
led war to oust Saddam.

In Baghdad on Friday, rock-
ets struck a hotel used by
Western contract workers,
shattering windows but caus-
ing no casualties.

Attacks on Shiite and Sunni
Muslim mosques have
increased in recent weeks,
raising tensions between the

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE :

FUND

still a patient in Northwest
Texas Hospital in Amarillo
as of yesterday as a result of
injuries suffered in the acci-
dent. His father, William
Edward George, is a farmer.

Funeral services for

Michael Lee George were
Jan. 4 in First Baptist Church
of Wheeler, with burial in
Zybach Cemetery in Briscoe.
Anyone wishing to donate
to the fund may contact
Heather Seabourn at the
bank, 300 W. Kingsmill Ave.,
telephone 665-2341.

Mon.-Fri.8 am. -

SATURDAY SPECIAL
HAMBURGER & CHIPS

99°

ULTRA

CLOROX BLEACH

96 01.31-00

Explosion near Shiite mosque Kills at least two, wounds dozens

two communities as they com-
pete for influence in post-
Saddam Iraq. An upsurge in
sectarian  violence could
undermine U.S. efforts to put
together a democratic govern-
ment in Iraq, where the Shiite
majority was oppressed for

decades - under  Saddam
Hussein’s  mainly  Sunni
regime.

The blast Friday went off
near the Sadiq Mohammed
mosque in Baqouba, a reli-
giously mixed city 35 miles
northeast of Baghdad in an
area dominated by Sunnis.

A police investigator said
officers discovered a car bomb
in front of another Shiite
mosque | 1/2 miles away and
that it appeared a coordinated
attack. The investigator said
the car was rigged with three
artillery shells and 330 pounds

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

SPACE

any reason to do that, I
don’t know,” Osheroff said.

NASA officials did not
return phone calls.

Bush does not intend to
propose sending Americans to
Mars anytime but
instead envisions preparing
for a Mars expedition more
than a decade from now, one
administration official said.

The White House has been
looking for a new revitalizing
role for NASA for months,
with Vice President Dick
Cheney leading the intera-
gency task force since sum-
mer. The speculation over a
major space initiative began
heating up in early December.

Rep. Ralph Hall, R-Texas,
a member of the House
Science Committee, wel-
comed the news that Bush
would be making an
announcement about space.

Hall said he has long been
trying to get the president
more interested in space
exploration. The president
never went to Johnson Space
Center in Houston while serv-
ing as Texas governor; in fact,
last February’s memorial
service for the seven
Columbia astronauts was his
first visit.

Bush’s fresh interest in
space happens to coincide
with an election year. A new

soon,

bold space initiative, it is
thought, could excite
Americans.

“I had the feeling the last 2
1/2 years people would rather
make a trip to the grocery
store than a trip to the moon
because of the economy,”
Hall said. ““As things are turn-
ing around, we need to stay in
touch with space” and the sci-
ence spinoffd it provides.

It was the Columbia acci-
dent that helped force a dis-
cussion of where NASA
should venture beyond the
three remaining space shuttles
and the international space
station. The panel that investi-
gated the disaster called for a
clearly defined long-term
mission.

Astronauts last walked on
the moon in 1972; in all, 12
men tread the lunar surface

over a 3 1/2-year period. This
time, the president favors a
permanent station, adminis-
tration officials said.

Bush’s father, on the 20th
anniversary of the first
manned moon landing, made
a similar call for lunar
colonies and a Mars expedi-
tion. The plan was prohibi-
tively expensive and went
nowhere.

No one knows what the
new venture might cost or
how NASA would pay for it.

House Science Committee
spokeswoman Heidi Tringe
said lawmakers on the panel
had yet to be briefed on the
specifics.

Earlier this week, Bush put
in a congratulatory call to
officials in charge of NASA’s
latest Mars rover. He called
the Spirit rover’s successful
landing a “reconfirmation of
the American spirit of explo-
ration.” Another rover is due

to arrive at the red planet in
two weeks.

Many space buffs see the
moon as a necessary place to
test the equipment and tech-
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niques that would be needed
by astronauts on Mars. It’s
closer, just three days away
versus six months away for
the red planet.

Visionaries say observato-
ries could be built on the
moon and mining camps
could gather helium-3 for
conversion into fuel for use
back on Earth.

Others contend that astro-
nauts should make a beeline

to Mars.
Others, .including John
Glenn, the first American to

orbit the Earth, believes the
nation should complete and
fully maximize the interna-
tional space station before
dashing anywhere else.
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of TNT but fault wiring pre-
vented it from going off.

The explosion outside the
Sadiq Mohammed mosque
was caused by a gas cylinder,
an Iraqi police lieutenant and
the mosque owner said. It was
unclear if it was rigged as a
bomb or exploded by acci-
dent.

Footage from Associated
Press Television News showed
men pulling sheets over two
bodies lying in the street as
women in black robes wailed.
Wounded people wandered in
a daze. One car was set ablaze
and other blackened cars were
covered with debris from the
blast.

Dr. Ahmed Ali of
Baqouba General Hospital
said five people were killed
and 37 wounded. A police lieu-
tenant said there were four

HOT WINTER
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dead and 36 wounded. A U.S.
military spokeswoman, Ma;.
Josslyn Aberle, put the toll at
two dead and two wounded.
Iragi Lt. Yaqthen Othman
said the gas cylinder, widely
used here for cooking, was
attached to a bicycle and
exploded after the cyclist
moved the bike across the
street from the mosque.
Businessman Raad Sadek,
who built and owns the
mosque, said his brother saw

KLEENEX
FACIAL TISSUE

160 CT. BOX s1 % 0 0

COMPLETE STOCK

FASHION JEWELRY

1/

OFF RETAIL
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the cylinder leaning against
the door of the mosque and,
after becoming suspicious,
moved it to the middle of the
street, where there was a large
crater.

Under Saddam’s authoritar-
ian rule, ethnic and religious
divisions in Iraq were largely
kept under check. Since
Saddam’s fall in April, reli-
gious leaders on both sides
have tried to prevent an out-
break of tensions.
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This Devotional Directory Is Made Possible By The Following
Businesses Who Encourage All Of Us To Attend Worship Services

Adventist First Baptist Church (Skellytown) Church of Christ Lefors United Methodist Church
Faith Advent Christian Fellowship Fines Marchman.................... 306 Roosevelt Rodney Tedford, Minister Rev. John M. Westman.....311 E. 5th. Lefors
Grant JONNBON ... ixvo.iivisisivssinioes 324 Rider  First Baptist Church (Groom) = = i, Mary Ellen & Harvester  St. Marks Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
Adventist Seventh-day Byron Williamson...........c...cccveunne. 407 E. 1St Church of Christ (Groom) Rev. Raymond McKever .................. 406 Elm
Bill Kasper, Minister.................. 425 N. Ward Delton McGuire...................... 101 Newcome  St. Paul United Methodist Church
First Baptist Church (Wheeler) Church of Christ (McLean) ¥ Rev. John Westman................ 511 N. Hobart
Apostolic Rev. Toby Henson...................... 601 S. Main JimReyna.................. 4th and Clarendon St.
Pampa Chapel First Baptist Church (White Deer) Church of Christ (White Deer) Mormon
Rev. Ron Noble.................... 711 E. Harvester John Collis, Minister....... 411 Omohundro St. DO IONE...o.o00oiaastiosssessasispasssirn 501 Doucette  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
First Baptist Church (McLean) Southside Church of Christ of Pampa Bishop Steven Smith............... 29th & Aspen
Assembly of God Pastor Kelly Raymond............. 206 E. 1st St. Frankie L. Lemons, Minister738 McCullough .
Calvary Assembly of God First Free Will Baptist Skellytown Church of Christ Nazarene
Rev. Philip Elsheimer........... Crawviond & LOVE - - .iiiineecisvssssssesnsiseipssrssnbatisntarty 731 Sloan St. Kenneth Burkett, Préacher................ 108 5th  Church of The Nazarene
Carpenter’'s Church Assemblies of God Grace Baptist Church Wells Street Church of Christ....... 400 N. Wells Rev. Lowell Schmidt.................. 500 N. West
Independent Bro. Kyle Ohsfeldt.................. 824 S. Barnes = Westside Church of Christ Non-Denominational
Fred C. Palmer, Minister........ 639 S. Barnes Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel Dan Miles, Evangelist......... 1612 W. Kentucky  Bible Church of Pampa
Cornerstone Christian Center (White Deer) BUINOUR).... i i stinm s 1021 S. Barnes BODBENKS.......oi00u i viusbsiorsas 300 W. Browning
Bob Epperson, Pastor........... 201 S. Swift St. Macedonia Baptist Church ; Church of God Body of Christ at Pampa
First Assembly of God RaV. L.L. PAIOICK . . icormirilsiniiasson 441 EIm. St. U T e (SRR L BN L S G R AR SRR A Rl S e R e RS 210 N. Ward
Leland & Darlene Lewis............ 500 S. Cuyler  New Hope Baptist Church Rev. Charlie Rushing.......... 1123 Gwendolen Iglesia Casa Del Alfarero
New Life Assembly of God Rev. Thomas J. Patterson........... 912 S. Gray Pastor Agustin Vasquez...... 500 N. Duncan
Harold & Wendy Eggert........ 1435 N. Sumner  Primera ldlesia Bautista Mexicana Episcopal Iglesia Nueva Vida - New Life Church -
Skellytown Assembly of God Church Rev. Heliodoro Silva............... 1541 Hamilton  St. Matthew's Episcopal Church Bilingual
Rev. Danny Trussell............. 411 Chamberlain  Progressive Baptist Church Rev. Jacob S. Clemmens ...727 W. Browning Pastor Pedro Hernandez..801 E. Campbell
First Assembly of God (McLean) Rev-Bob Davis...:.c.cccirrmeernerianis 836 S. Gray Redeeming Grace Mission
Pastor Gary Griffin..................... 420 Main St.  Trinity Baptist Church (Mclean) Cowboy Church Liz Sculthrop, Mission Pastor.422 West St.
Pastor: Larry Perkins....... 603 Commerce St. The Gathering - Red River Cowboy Ministries Salvation Army
Baptist Ronnie Ferguson Sgts. Gary &
Alanreed Baptist Church Cathole - - T e s e ekt MclLean High School Auditorium Patricia Steward................. S. Cuyler at Thut
JmBIble..........ooooiiia, 3rd Street Sacred Heart (White Deer) Trinity Fellowship Church
Bible Baptist Church Monsignor Kevin Hand.............. 500 N. Main  Jehovah’s Witness Lonny Robbins, Pastor....... 1200 S. Sumner
Bob Hudson, Pastor............. 500 E. Kingsmill .~ St. Mary’s:(Groom). . 5l & i e e i £l st S et s e 1701 Coffee  Briarwood Full Gospel Church
Calvary Baptist Church Father Neal Dee.............c....ccuuuu..ue 400 Ware ' Rev. Lynn Hancock.......... 1800 W. Harvester
Rev. Richard Bartel................ 900 E. 23rd St. St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church Lutheran Pentecostal
Central Baptist Church Father John Valdez...................... 810 W. 23¢  Zion Lutheran Church Faith Tabernacle
C.W. Parker, Pastor......Starkweather & Browning Rev. Michael Erickson............. 1200 Duncan Rev. Ben Corbitt, Pastor ............... 610 Naida
Cornerstone Baptist Church Christian First Pentecostal Holiness Church
Paul Nachtigall, Pastor.......... 1301 N. Banks  Church of the Brethren Methodist Rev. Albert Maggard.................. 1700 Alcock
Hobart Baptist Church: .- . | 7 50 7 o7 S h o R ienetesueprenionasoabihios ity ey iatiiry 600 N. Frost  First United Methodist Church Lighthouse Covenant Fellowship
Rev. Jim Powell ................ 1100 W. Crawford First Christian Church (Disciples Of Christ) Rev. Scott Penrod.................... 201 E. Foster Nathan Hopson, Pastor......... 1733 N. Banks
Fellowship Baptist Church Senior Pastor Barry Loving .. 1633 N. Nelson  First United Methodist Church (Mobeetie) Open Door Church of God In Christ
Charles Lowry, Pastor............ 217 N. Warren  Hi-Land Christian Church DICKAIIVING ... .coiicisaisisivsiertinias Wheeler & 3rd Elder H. Kelley.................. 402 Oklahoma St.
First Baptist Church Mike Sublett, Minister ............ 1615 N. Banks  First United Methodist Church (McLean)
Rev. Randy White...................... 203 N. West  Church of Christ Rev. Thacker Haynes................ 219 N. Gray Presbyterian
First Baptist Church (Mobeetie) Central Chiurch of Christ First United Methodist Church (White Deer) First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Robert Meller.......... 8 vsions Mobeetie Tx. Dan Chaney, Minister......500 N. Somerville OB ., el i air sasngs 101 W. 8th Dr. Edwin M. Cooley.................. 525 N. Gray
First Baptist Church (Lefors) Church of Christ (Lefors) ) Groom United Methodist Church
Chris Webb, Pastor....................... 315 E..4th GoNe GOW......000 it iischoanidasin 215 E. 3rd Rev. Tom Moore..............ccevvereenns 303 E. 2nd
g Southwest Collision \ Pampa eacade , PARSLEY’S JEEARLISAL
T 2525 UL Huy. 152+ Fampa ) Nursmg Gy Pampe; Texes
669-9997 1321 W. Kentucky 669-2551 314 S. STARKWEATHER 665-5729 :
L&% DiAMOND 669-7171 Hwy. 152 West LARRY BAKER
/= Snor Borger Hwy.-Pampa 7).  Pampa, Texas PLUMBING HEATING & AIR
“May ?&.@:2,"’:,3‘,‘;’,',’;2;2’ il JG"Y E. Carlson, Pres. /sPECIALTIES, LTD. 5 665-3781 2711 Alcock TACLAO03191 665-4392
PAMPA OFFICE JOHN T. KING & SONS || Century P @
c omPpany L] z R
SUPPLY CO. PHONE (806) 669-7941 918 S. Barnes 669-3711 /\f il
215 N. Cuyler 669-3353 319 N.BALLARD ~ PAMPA, TEXAS 312 N. Gray * 669-0007 |N§.
Apeartment Living For Seniors CURT B. BECK, P.E. c l_l FTO N
PAM APARTMENTS / e You e ToKhow T Pt SUPPLY COMPANY
- .. HUGHES BLDG. PAMPA, TEXAS 734 S. Cuyler 665-0089
1200 N. Wells * 669-2594 FUNERAL DIRECTORS SUITE 173A 665-9281 “We Now Handle Welding Supplies”
PAWA  One Medical Plaza KFJE?; PHARMALY ,,,22,,3,‘0,, ' 669-CHIC FORD FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
:fgi::l Pampa, Texas 93.01;40 ;lo!Eun P.m”e's?.;;;g Pkwy (2“2) .Mlm..
CENTER e b Morl?g Rose R. Ph. - &noyr Pharmacist Jay Gist Pampa, Texas Royce Jordan 103 E 28" Ave. Pampa, 806-665-7261
FOR SENIORS 7400 S.W. 34th 1533 Hobart 2217 pe,mon Phwy. 669-6896 sw oot Ve
120 S. RUSSELL * 665-0415 IS, o~ Jim Pepper Pampa
" 1]
ENGINE PARTS & SUPPLY || NATORALERNCOT COMMERCE || e R e s ., e
416 W. Foster 669-3305 | | 1224 N Howon 01 Commuge® 305 N. Moin " Pampa, Tx. b i oo :
Local Company Serving Local Needs aspn e o o s | | Albertsons Maxwell Carey - Store Director
.
| DORMAN WAYNE'S Pampa Concrete Co., Inc. .
WESTERN WEAR 220W.T e 669-31 The Panhandle’s
Herman Law 1800 N. Hobart Pampa, Tx. 665-5302 1504 N. Hobart 665-2925 - Tyng Ave. -3111
= PREMIER GM Dealer.
B[ll"lnt 805 N. Hobart ® Pampa, TX
1020 E. Frederic * 669-7469
Michael & Valerie Murray (806) 665-1665

JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME
YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER

HEBREWS 13:8
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Balch Springs to pay damages in religious rights case

By BOBBY ROSS JR.
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

DALLAS (AP) — A suburb gccused of vio-
lating senior citizens’ religious rights has
agreed to pay 16 plaintiffs damages and
revoke a ban on gospel music, preaching and
blessings at a city-owned community center,
according to court documents filed Thursday.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs and the city of
Balch Springs filed the agreed judgment in
U.S. District Court in Dallas.

A judge still must approve the judgment,
which would pay each plaintiff $150 in dam-
ages — a total of $2,400. The plaintiffs also
would receive $813.42 to cover other costs.

The question of whether the plaintiffs are
entitled to recover at least $70,000 in attor-
neys’ fees remains unresolved, according to
the Liberty Legal Institute, the Plano-based
religious liberties firm that handled the case.

“These seniors are heroes,” said Kelly
Shackelford, chief counsel with Liberty Legal
Institute. “Telling seniors they cannot pray or

ban on rehgnous activity at a clty-ewmd con!er drew an
| immediate backlash from senior citizens such as

Marcelline Green, 75, who picketed outside Balch Springs

City Hall with a sign that read, ‘Don’'t mess with Grandma. She’s

mad.’

express themselves religiously is against the
law; and if you violate seniors’ religious free-
doms, there will be a price to pay.”

The defendants’ attorney, Paul K. Pearce
Jr., said he had no comment.

The agreed judgment came a month and a
half after the U.S. Justice Department opened
an investigation into the seniors’ complaints.
Just before Christmas, the Balch Springs City
Council voted to revoke the ban and allow all
forms of constitutionally protected speech on
the premises.

The Justice Department said Thursday it
has closed the investigation in light of the law-

Legend of the Christmas Rose

Many, many years ago, the
roses had a meeting. They met
to decide at what season they
would best like to-blossom.
There were ever so many vari-
eties, large and small, double
and single, white and pink, and
red and yellow. Nearly every
one of the many kinds chose to

Minister’s
Musings

JiMmmy FLYNN, PHD.
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

suit settlement.

“Senior citizens should not be forced to
check their faith at the door in order to partic-
ipate in city-run programs and facilities,” R.
Alexander Acosta, assistant attorney gencral
for civil rights, said in a statement.

For years, senior citizens gathered at the
Balch Springs Community Center on Monday
mornings to enjoy a gray-haired gospel band
known as “Silver Threads” and hear an inspi-
rational message from the Rev. J.B. Barton.

But last fall, three residents said they were
offended by religious activity at the city-
owned center. So, officials in the Dallas sub-

urb put a stop to it.

The ban drew an immediate backlash from
senior citizens such as Marcelline Green, 75,
who picketed outside City Hall with a sign
that read “Don’t mess with Grandma. She's
mad.”

The Liberty Legal Institute filed a federal
lawsuit Sept. 30 in Dallas on behalf of Green
and 15 other plaintiffs who argued that Balch
Springs officials violated their constitutional
rights of free speech and religious expression.

The city’s new policy says the center may
be used “by any and all members and others
lawfully on tHe center’s premises to engage in
constitutionally ' protected speech without
regard to its content or viewpoint.”

Green said the plaintiffs will resume reli-
gious activities at the center after a judge
approves the settlement.

“We're going to celebrate,”
“We’re going to have a party.”

she said.

On the Net: Liberty Legal Institute:
www.libertylegal.org

AMARILLO - Creating Peace of Mind, a
free public talk by Western Buddhist Monk
Gen Kelsange Sangye, is set for 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 14, at Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship, 4901 Cornell.

Sangye is the Resident Teacher
Vajradakini Buddhist Center in Irving.

He plans to offer practical methods for
everyone to produce happiness and meaning-

at

Creating Peace of Mind topic of talk

Saturday, Jan. 10, at the Peace Farm, east of
Amarillo, on U.S. Highway 60, 3.5 miles east
of FM 1912.

Steps for Peace, a Beloved Community
Walk for Global Harmony, began in Maine,
Oct. 17, and will end in San Francisco, Feb.
29.

Along the way, the five waikers have been
joined at various times by groups from local

LR )

blossom in June. There was
here and there a straggler who
preferred the later summer or
early autumn. The majority
said, “June! June! June is sure-
ly the most beautiful month,
and the rose is surely the most
beautiful flower. The month
and the flower belong togeth-
er’

But there was one little
plant, the leaves of which were
not yet unfolded. It thought it
was a rose, but it was so small
it hardly knew. None of the
proud flowers paid it the least
attention. It wasn’t asked for
an opinion, and it never said a
word. But it had its own sweet
thoughts. They were some-
thing like this: “It seems too
bad that all the roses should
bloom when the world is
already full of beauty without
them. I should like to have
blossoms that would cheer
when things were dreary. I
should like to bloom in winter.
I wonder if I could!” The little
plant did not yet know what
power there was in a kind pur-
pose.

The year sped around. The

Editor fired from N.C.
Catholic news

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) —
The longtime editor of the N.C.
Catholic, published by the
Roman Catholic Diocese of
Raleigh, has been fired after an
article ran that included criticism
of the church.

John Strange, editor for near-
ly a decade, said he was “sur-
prised and saddened” by the
decision by Bishop Joseph
Gossman.

Gossman declined to say
exactly why he dismissed
Strange just before Christmas.
“He knows what it was,”
Gossman said. “The matter is an
employee-employer relationship,
and those are not public. T don’t
feel free to break that confi-
dence.”

Strange said the firing fol-
lowed an interview in the Dec.
14 issue with William Powers of
Chapel Hill, author of the book
“Tar Heel Catholics.”

The interview included
Powers’ view that the church has
trouble recruiting clergy and
should consider allowing women
and married men to become
priests. Powers was quoted as
saying ‘“‘no organization has trou-
ble finding key workers unless
there is something wrong with
it.”

Strange said he was not aware
of any other cause for the firing.

‘But another said:

beautiful roses enjoyed their
time of blossoming, and had all
passed way. The snow was
heavy on the ground. Men said
that in many years there had
not been such a snowfall.
Christmas Day ‘came, and on
that day, a young woman went
to live with Him who was once
the Christ-child. “How sad that
there are no flowers,” one said.
“She was so fond of flowers.”
“I know a
bush which has blossoms
under the snow. It is in the far
corner of the garden.”

They dug away the white
drifts, and sure enough, deep
down below the brave plant
had done its best. Dozens and
dozens of roses bloomed stur-
dily, daintily, white with pale
pink frills, many more than
were needed for the friend who
appreciated flowers.

In a house near by, a new
baby came on this joyous day.
“The  mother must find a
flower on her pillow, when she
wakens from her sleep.” So a
spray of the pale pink-edged
blossoms lay there to welcome
the new life.

In still another house on this
Christmas Day, there was a gay
wedding. The bride’s table was
adorned with a bowl of the del-
icate winter rose blossoms. All
the guests praised-their exqui-
site perfection. “To think they
blossomed for my wedding!”
the bride exclaimed. Happy
rosebush, for it had given
beauty and gladness to the
great events of life.

But there was something
better for the rose. The Lord of
the garden knew all about it.
He said, “Because this little
plant grew and blossomed
unnoticed, unpraised, content
to wait and bring its small
meed for others’ happiness,
glad to be of use when other
roses failed, it shall be named
for me. Now and always, it
shall be the Christmas Rose.”

Think of others. Do not be
selfish. Christmas means
unselfishness. Love  came
down at Christmas, love all
lovely, love divine. Children,
young people, bring all the
love you can into the world -
all the beauty, all the kindness,
all the happiness.

RELIGION IN BRIEF

Chicago church joins
U.S. basilicas ranks

CHICAGO (AP) — A tower-
ing church, long the heart of
Chicago’s Polish Catholic com-
munity, has been designated a
basilica.

St. Hyac'°th — Jackowa in
Polish — joined some 50 other
U.S. churches with that title late
last year upon approval from
Pope John Paul II, who visited
the church when he was a cardi-
nal in Poland.

It is the third basilica in the
Chicago Archdiocese and the
first to be named in more than 40
years.

Vatican rules for basilicas are
not hard and fast, but they tend to
be large churches of importance
as worship centers or as histoni-
cal sites. Worshippers can gain
plenary indulgences absolving
them of sins by visiting basilicas
on certain days.

St. Hvacinth holds 2,000 peo-
ple and attracts up to 10,000 wor-

shippers for Sunday Masses in
English and Polish.

The parish was founded as a
temporary chapel for about 40
Polish families in 1894. As the
Polish immigrant population
grew, the current building
opened in 1921.

Other faith materials
added to Ga. display

WINDER, Ga. (AP) — In the
wake of a lawsuit over separation
of church and state, matenals
from various religions are on dis-
play near a disputed Ten
Commandments plaque at the
Barrow County courthouse.

The additions include Hindu
stori¢s, Buddhist teachings,
excerpts from Islam’s Quran and
writings that define agnosticism,
along with different versions of
the Ten Commandments.

The new materials were
placed by Scott Harris, a county
native and doctoral student at
Brown University, across a
breezeway from a Ten

ful life.

Also, a potluck supper with Steps for
Peace Walkers is planned for 7 p.m.,

communities through which they’ve passed
and done public speaking events.
For additional information, call 567-7113.

Ousted Alabama justice seeks return

MONTGOMERY, Ala.
(AP) — Roy Moore, who was
ousted as Alabama’s chief jus-
tice for refusing 'to remove a
Ten Commandments monu-
ment from the state judicial
building, asked the state
Supreme Court on Thursday to
return him to office.

Moore argued in legal briefs
that his expulsion sets a “dan-
gerous precedent” and requires

judges to deny their oath of

office and religious faith.
The former chief justice

ernment. Moore maintains that
the commandments are the
moral foundation of American
law.

“I’'ve been removed from
public office — the highest
judicial office in this state —
by an unelected, politically
appointed body, and they did
not question why I did not
obey an unlawful order of the
federal court,” Moore said at
a news conference.
“Basically, I was given the
choice to fail to acknowledge

God or keep my job.”

The Court of the Judiciary
consists of judges, lawyers and
others appointed variously by
judges, legal leaders and the
governor and lieutenant gover-
nor.

Moore’s appeal will be
decided by seven retired
judges chosen at random to
form a stand-in Supreme Court
after the elected justices dis-
qualified from
hearing the former chief jus-
tice’s case.

themselves
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Saturday “Sabbath”
School »
Church »
Wed. Prayer Meeting * 7:00 p.m.
Seventh Day Adventist Church
425 Ward * 665-4492

Jmaa'é’awr

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

was appealing the Nov. 13
decision of the Alabama Court
of the Judiciary to oust him for
refusing a federal court order
to move the 5,300-pound mon-
ument from the Alabama
Judicial Building’s rotunda.
U.S. District Judge Myron
Thompson found the monu-
ment to be an unconstitutional

Rushing Wind Emmaus to meet Saturday
Rushing Wind Emmaus Community plans to meet Saturday,
Jan. 10, at the First Baptist Church of Booker.
Pot Luck supper begins at 6 p.m.,
and worship at 7 p.m. A nursery will be provided. Anyone inter-
ested in the Walk to Emmaus is welcome to attend.

followed by communion

promotion of religion by gov-

‘ommandments plaque that is
currently under federal court
challenge.

The new display won’t be
removed unless county commis-
sioners order it taken down, said
a spokeswoman with the county
sheriff’s Office. County commis-
sion chairman Eddie Elder said
he would review the display
before making a decision.

T-Shirts & More
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111 W. Kingsmill
Pampa * 665-3036

Off

Sale
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Come get it!

LARGE
SUPREME PIZZA &
LARGE STOMBOLI
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*12.99
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MONDAY'S ONLY
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Business Hours
11-10 Mon.-Thurs
11-11Fri. & Sat.
11-9 Sun.

669-7707 - Hwy. 60 West
“Inside Taylor Mart”
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DEAR ABBY: My mother and
dad had a full and happy 62 years
together. She died last year.

While going through her things,
we found several old diaries that
Mother kept until a few months
after marrying Dad (from ages 15 to
21)

Well, Dad read them and saw
that Mom had dated a lot of men
before they married, even one of his
best friends. She wrote that there
was also another man she wanted
to marry, but he had a girlfriend in
another town, and it was not to be
Apparently Dad had been unaware
of it.

Dad was devastated. Now he's
telling all his friends how wild Mom
was. This, after 62 years of devo-
tion, love and two children.

The purpose of my letter is to
warn diarists to please destroy any
writings not meant for others to
read. Get rid of them! Dad is 85 and
brokenhearted

SAD IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR SAD: Your point is
well taken. However, someone
needs to tell your father to stop
feeling sorry for himself and to
remember the good times.

If he's worried about his
deceased wife's past, the truth
is, she didn’t have much time
for one. It's time to end the pity
party and dwell on the positive.

* nok

DEAR ABBY: My 13-year-old
daughter, “Rose,” has had a
boyfriend, “Jason,” for nearly a
year. He is 12. I just found out
they've been having sex, and I'm
putting Rose on birth control.

Jason never spends much quali-
ty time with her. I try to tell her
that he is young and not ready for a
serious relationship, but she doesn’t
hear it. My heart aches when I hear
Rose crying on the phone because
they’re arguing.”

Rose revolves her life around
Jason. She doesn’t want to do any-
thing with me or her friends any-
more. Her attitude has changed
tremendously, and she is losing
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DEAR ABBY

written by Pauline Phillips and daughter Jeanne Phillips

interest in school. | have asked Rose

to sign up for some kind of activity.

She refuses. 1 don’t know what to
do. Please help

WORRIED MOM

IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR MOM: It's time to
assert yourself. Rose and Jason
are both too young to be having
sex or even an exclusive rela-
tionship. It is up to you to help
your daughter understand that
as much as she might wish it,
Jason is unable to give her the
attention and commitment she's
craving. You didn’t mention if
there is a father in your daugh-
ter’s life. If there isn't, perhaps
another adult male in the fami-
ly can help.

Family counseling for you
and Rose could be helpful. It
will help to reopen the avenue
of communication between you.
Her priorities are seriously out
of whack, and you are not
reaching her. At this age, she
should be developing social and
intellectual skills.
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