" OILFIELD SPEGIALTY .. UUNITS  PARYS ¥ SERVICES

918 S. BARNES - 806-669-3711

236 963 3 3 3 I N K ALL FOR ADC 780

14
*»@1 Bvo4ze7 12731/
SOUTHWEST MICROPUBLISHING

2627 E YANDELL DR

79903-3743

WENTHER®WENTHER
{

78 48

DiEATHS

Courtney Holt Cowden,
Sr., 82, rancher.

Gayle Reicher, 66, servic-
es pending.
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By MARILYN POWERS
STAFF WRITER

Gray County grand jury handed up
eight indictments yesterday in 31st
Judicial District Court. None of them
involved an attack by one or more of
five Rottweiler dogs on a 4-year-old girl
at a house at 1117 Darby.

The girl was mauled on Feb. 16 when
she was playing in the backyard at the
residence while her father, Steve Organ,
was inside with the property owner,
Janene Lucas, according to a Feb. 18
news Pampa Police
Department. discovered the
attack, intervened, and took the girl to
Pampa Regional Medical Center, where
she was treated and then transferred to
Northwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo

release from

Lucas

EL PASO TX

All five dogs were surrendered to
Pampa Animal Control, who destroyed
the dogs and tested them for rabies. The
rabies tests came back negative, accord-
ing to Sandy Burns, animal control offi-
cer.

District Attorney Rick Roach said in
a telephone interview March | that he
would present the case to grand jurors
this month to determine wheiher crimi-
nal charges should be pursued against
the two adults. Attempts to contact
Roach by telephone were unsuccesstul
as of press time today.

Britt Allen Jones, 41,
Bnitt Allen Marsh, was indicted yester-
day for aggravated sexual assault, a first-
degree felony. Bond set  at
$250,000. Jones allegedly sexually
assaulted an elderly woman on March 1.

also known as

was

on two third-degree felonies, false state-
ment to obtain property or credit, and
theft over $20.000 and under $100,000.
Bond on each offense was set at $5.000,
for a total of $10,000.

Cadena allegedly made a materially
false or misleading written statement on
April 24, 2003 in an attempt to buy a
2002 Lincoln Car West
Texas Ford. He also unlawtully appro-
priated the car, according to the indict-
ment for theft.

Brooke Leigh Malone. 28, was
indicted for theft over $1.500 and under
$20.000, a state jail felony. Bond was set
at $3.000. Malone allegedly stole cash
on May 10, 2001.

Lalena Renee Moore, 21,
ed on the state jail felony charge of pos-
Her

Town from

was indict-

session of a controlled substance.

Vol. 99 No. 900 « Pampa, Texas
50 cents Daily « Sunday $1

was found to be in possession of less
than one gram of cocaine on Feb. 8,
2002.

Bruce Wayne Rosenberg, 45, was
indicted for possession of a controlled
substance. Bond on the state jail felony
charge was set at $7,000. Rosenberg
allegedly possessed less than one gram
of methamphetamine on Oct. 6, 2001.

Nathan Williams, 26, was indicted for
possession of marijuana. Bond on the
state jail felony charge was set at $3,000.
Williams allegedly possessed between
four ounces and five pounds of marijua-
na on April 24, 2001.

Reggie Ugene Williams,
indicted for possession of a controlled
substance. Bond on the state jail felony
$4,000. Williams
allegedly possessed less than one gram

33, was

charge was set at

Sticking Doors & Windows]

FRED BROWN
TREE AND TURF

Tree & Yard Spraying
Insect & Weed Control
Deep Root Feeding

CELL 806-662-3141
PAMPA, TX.

Business
Retirement Plan

Duane Harp
1921 N Hobart
Pampa, Tx 79065
665-6753

Edardjones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871
Member SIPC

LENTZ
CONOCO

300 N. Nebart  665-3281

Complete Auto Service

Stop. Go. Pennzoil.

Weightloss
To

Wellness
Herhalife

Independent Distributor
Jim & Shari Morrison

806-665-8014

for further care.

George Cadena Jr.

By DAVID BOWSER
STAFF WRITER

Although sales tax receipts
are up and the city budget may
end up with a nice surplus,
Pampa officials are still look-
ing at cutting costs.

In a case of hope for the
best, but plan for the worst,
city officials are exploring a
budgeting process that was
developed in Eugene, Ore.

Like many cities across the
U.S.. Eugene faced shrinking
revenues and  increased
demand for public services. In
response to the situation, they

developed a prioritization
process.
John Horst, who as

Pampa’s financial director is
charged with the nuts and
bolts of developing the city's
annual budget, said the
process would involve com-

new

mittee-based budget groups. A
committee of Pampa residents
would be formed and they
would be brought more close-
ly into the budgeting process.

“Let's say we take all the
commissioners and they name
five civic
leaders, to this group.” Horst
said. “They prioritize the serv-
ices that the city provides.”

The theory behind the
process is that a formal priori-
ty-setting method can make
balancing a budget a little eas-
ier.

The first step in the process
is to ask citizens how to bal-
ance the city’s budget. A sur-
of a group of citizens
would ask them to specity
needed service improvements,

leaders, business

vey

the dollar amounts of service
reductions new money
raising options for city servic-

(See EXPENSES, Page 3)

and

29, was indicted

At the boat wash

bond was set at $7.500. Moore allegedly

of cocaine on July 24, 2001.

(Pampa News photo by Marilyn Powers)
Jerry Rhoades of Pampa washes his boat in preparation for a trip to Lake
Greenbelt today for spring break. Weather forecasters predict near-perfect
boating weather with clear, sunny skies, moderate winds, and temperatures
near 80 degrees on Friday.

Insurgent attacks, hiasts rock Iraq cities

By DANIEL COONEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

BAGHDAD. Iraq (AP) —
A suicide bomber exploded a
car Thursday near a hotel in
the southern city of Basra as a
British military patrol passed
by. killing three bystanders.

In Baghdad, the U.S. mili-
tary lowered the death toll in
Wednesday's suicide bombing
at another hotel to seven, after
initially putting it at 27.

A man suspected of being
involved in the Basra bombing
and who got out of the vehicle
shortly before the blast,
caught by passers-by and
stabbed to death, Lt. Col. Ali
Kazem of the Iraqi police said
Two others also spotted getting
out of the vehicle before the

was

explosion were caught by
members of the public and
later arrested.

At least
wounded,
said. Ambulances rushed to the

IS people were
hospital officials
and and
British torces tried to push the
crowd back.

The

area. Iragi police

three civilians killed
were men and a boy,
police The body of the
suspected suicide bomber was
still in the vehicle. No British
soldiers were wounded in the
attack.

In the Baghdad bombing,
the military had first said 27
people killed. On
Thursday. U.S. Army Col. Jill
Morgenthaler put the toll at 17,
and Brig Gen. Mark Kimmitt
later lowered 1t to seven

two

said

were

Gunmen opened fire on a
minibus, killing three Iraqi

journalists and wounding nine

other employees of a coalition-
funded TV station in
eastern Iraq, police said.

north-

Insurgents also fired mortar

rounds at two U.S. military
bases on Wednesday. killing

three American soldiers and
wounding nine others, the mil-
itary said Thursday. The deaths
brought to 567 the number of
U.S. troops killed in Iraq since

the start of hostilities last year.

according to Defense
Department figures.
Kimmitt said 35 people

were wounded in Wednesday's
car bombing at the Mount
Lebanon Hotel in the heart of
Baghdad. One Briton was
killed and another was wound-

ed. the British government
said.

Morgenthaler confirmed the
attack was a suicide bombing
but said the destroyed Mount
LLebanon Hotel may
the

the

not have

been intended target
loaded
the
of the street and not
parked in tront of the hotel.
"It may have been a differ-
it may have been a
day the bomber
intended to use this car bomb.”
Kimmitt told ABC’s “Good
Morning America.” "It
not appear as if the car was
able to pull in front of the hotel

because vehicle

with explosives was in

middle

ent target,
different

does

and detonate, which 1s why 1t
1s not as declarative as we may
have thought at first.”

Morgenthaler said 1t was

not clear what the target may
have been.
Shawayas. the council offi-
cial, said the vehicle was mov-
ing at the time of the explo-
indicating 1t was a sui-
attack
The explosion. which left a

sS1on,

cide

jagged 20-foot crater, also set
ablaze nearby homes, offices,
cars and shops. sending dazed
and wounded people stum-
bling from the wreckage.

A spokesman for the Iraqi
Governing Council, Hamid al-
Kafaai. blamed al-Qaida for
the blast but offered no evi-
dence.

“It 1s aimed at terrorizing
the civilians, destabilizing the
country and hampering the

(See IRAQ, Page 3)
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% KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

301 W. Kingsmill ¢ 669-2799

1217 Russell ... 47,500
1019 Sierra ... $68,000
932 Terry Rd. ... $51,800
2622 Cherokee ... “Contract Pending”
2133 Williston ... $29,900

Sharon McKee

1021 Mary Ellen ... $72,500
104 S. Price Road ... $200,000
“McJunkin Building”
113-115 Kingsmill ... $60,000
“Cabinet Shop”

SERVICES TOMORROW

COWDEN, Courtney Holt Sr. -
Midland.

:30 p.m., First Presbyterian Church,

COURTNEY HOLT COWDEN, SR.
1921-2004

MIDLAND - Courtney Holt Cowden, Sr.,

82, of Midland, passed away Tuesday, March

16, 2004. Memornial services have been sched-

uled for 2:30 p.m., Friday, March 19, 2004, at

First Presbyterian Church of Midland with Dr.

Jerry Hilton, Dr. Ray Riddle and the Rev.
Stephen Wilkins officiating. Arrangements are
under the direction of Ellis Funeral Home of
Midland.

He was born to a pioneer ranching family on

June 19, 1921 in Midland. His parents were
James Franklin Cowden, Sr., and Gladys Holt
Cowden. Courtney received his education in
Midland, attending North Elementary, Cowden
Junior High and he graduated trom Midland
High School in 1938. He attended New Mexico

Military Institute for two years, where he

enjoyed playing polo. Courtney went to Texas
Tech University for one year and then lived at
the M Bar Ranch for a year before volunteering

tfor the Army Air Corps. Courtney served in the

Army Air Corps and was trained as an airplane

mechanic. He was stationed many places during

.training and served two and one-half years near

Reykjavik, Iceland. It was in Reykjavik that

Courtney discovered his hidden talent of writing

poetry, which he later used to entertain his fam-
ily. He loved to tell the story that he was the
only one in his group who could type, so he
became the base "typist" — a far cry from an air-
plane mechanic.

Courtney always enjoyed the country. He
ranched all of his life and rode his horses until
the day he died. As a young man, he roped
calves and later trained and rode a prize winning
cutting horse named. "Mr. Harmon." He taught
all of his children to horseback ride and to love
and appreciated the outdoors. He and his broth-
er raised Heretord cattle and Quarter Horses.

In September 2002, the Haley Memorial
Library of Midland. honored Courtney with the

Foy Proctor Memorial Cowman's Award of

Honor. He was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church. Courtney was a past pres-
ident of the Midland Fair, Inc., which produced

the annual Midland
Rodeo. He was an

of Citizens Savings
and Loan.

He is survived by
his wife of 52 years,
Margaret Price
4] Cowden, and their
9 children, Cynthia
Cowden Clark and

her husband Dave and their children, John and

Susan of Pensacola, Fla.; Price Cowden and his
wife Nancy of Boulder, Cole., and their chil-
dren, Christi and Carl Doenges of Midland,
Sarah and Chris Faulkner of Flower Mound,
and Laura and Eric Pittman of Toledo, Ohio;
Holt Cowden and his wife Kaye and their sons,
Courtney and Chris of Midland; Lynn Cowden
and his children Kemper, Patrick, Craig and
Mary Caroline of Amarillo; Susan Cowden
Raybourn and her husband Kyle and their chil-
dren, Zach, Scott and Michelle of Dallas. He
was blessed with three great-grandchildren,
Asia Clark, Mason Faulkner, and Max Doenges.
Preceding him in death were two grandchildren,
Katherine Ann Clark, Blake Cowden Raybourn
and great-grandson, Karl Hugo Doenges. In
addition, he is survived by a brother, Frank
Cowden, Jr., and his wife June of Midland, and
a sister. Elizabeth Walter Kenney and her hus-
band Huey of Houston, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Courtney's grandsons, John David Clark,
Courtney Holt Cowden, III, James Kemper
Cowden, Christopher Scott Cowden, Patrick
Byers Cowden, and Craig Franklin Cowden will
serve as honorary pallbearers.

Memorials may be directed to Haley
Memorial Library, Foy Procter Memorial
Cowman's Award of Honor, 1805 W. Indiana,
Midland, Texas, 79701 or Friends of Fairview
Cemetery or Manor Park, 2208 N. Loop 250 W.
Midland, Texas, 79707.

GAYLE REICHER

Gayle Reicher. 66, died Tuesday, March 16,
2004, in Dallas.

Services are pending with Carmichael-

Whatley Funeral Directors.

WEATHER Focus

PAMPA

Tonight, partly cloudy. Lows in the lower to
mid 40s. Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.
Friday. mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 70s.
South winds 10 to 15 mph. Friday night, most-
ly clear. Lows in the upper 40s. South winds 10
to 20 mph. Saturday. partly cloudy. Highs in

the upper 70s. Saturday night, partly cloudy.
Lows in the mid 40s. Sunday, partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 60s. Sunday night, partly
cloudy. Lows near 50. Monday, partly cloudy.
Breezy. Highs in the upper 70s. Monday night,
partly cloudy. Breezy. Lows in the lower 50s.

{ original stockholder
and board member

AUSTIN (AP) — An attor-
ney representing school dis-
tricts in a lawsuit challenging
state school funding says an
expected overhaul of the way
Texas pays for public education
will do little to ease the burden
on schools.

“The only thing I can see
that can be done in a special
session is to make things worse

for the state,” Buck Wood of

Austin told The Associated
Press on Wednesday.

Wood represents about 200
school districts that are part of a
lawsuit challenging the state’s
share-the-wealth finance sys-
tem. A July trial date has been
set in their lawsuit. About 230
school districts, both wealthy
and poor, are now part of the
lawsuit, Wood said.

A legislative committee
released its ideas Tuesday for
the most viable alternatives to
the so-called Robin Hood
school funding plan. The com-
mittee wants to reduce the
property tax burden of home-
while maintaining
equitable funding to all dis-
tricts.

owners,

ON RECORD

2300 Beech ... $175,000

420 Purviance ... $39,900
2000 Christine ... “Price Reduced” $60,000

[ax Return Retunds Will Make GRIE AL

DOWN PAYMIENTS On Your NEW HONM

Wood was skeptical of the
options laid out by the commit-
tee.

“Schools want more money.
What they would get under
these plans is less money,” he
said.

Gov. Rick Perry is expected
to announce a special legisla-
tive session to take up the issue
in the coming weeks.

The majority of the public
education budget in Texas
comes from local property
taxes. but Perry and other law-
makers have indicated their
intentions to cut the rate by
about 50- or 75-cents per $100
land value. That would require
the state to find about $5 billion
to $8 billion in new state taxes
to offset it.

Scott McCown, the former
state district judge whose deci-
sions helped shape the current
school funding system, said the

goal of reducing property taxes.

by half is unrealistic.

“There’s no state tax that’s
technically feasible as well as
politically possible that can
raise enough money to both
lower property taxes by half

Sandra Schuneman

Attorney: Funding overhaul
won’t ease burden on schools

and significantly increase what
we're spending on public edu-
cation,” McCown said.

One of the options floated
by the committee is a statewide
property tax, which would be
redistributed to every district
on an equal funding scale. A
statewide property tax would
require a constitutional amend-
ment to be voted on by Texans.

“You can make a very equi-
table system with a statewide
property tax, but it doesn’t put
any new money in the system,”
Wood said.

McCown said a state per-
sonal income tax would be the
ideal solution to pouring
enough money into the system
while lowering property taxes
and maintaining equity.

A personal income tax,
which has been unpopular
among lawmakers, also would
require a constitutional amend-
ment vote.

The next best thing, he said
would be a lower broad-based
business activity tax in lieu of
the current franchise tax. That
idea is on the list of options for
the Legislature.

ending at 7 a.m. today.

Pampa Fire Department responded to the
following calls during the 24-hour period

Wedmesday, March 17
4:19 p.m. — One unit and two firefighters
responded to a report of a grass fire in the

FIRE

ers arrived.

1800 block of North Fir. Residents were
burning a stump. Fire was out when firefight-

6:10 p.m. — Three units and seven fire-
fighters responded to motor vehicle collision
in the 400 block of Carr.

POLICE

today.

Pampa Police Department reported the
following incidents and arrests as of 7 a.m.

Tuesday, March 16

ACCIDENTS

Pampa Police Department reported the
following accidents as of 7 a.m. today.
Sunday, March 14
10 a.m. - A 1991 Chevrolet Lumina driv-

City Briefs

I'he Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

1ST YEAR Anniversary!
$5 oft tanning pkgs. & 25%
ott lotions. All About Beauty,
1405 N. Banks, 665-1101.

AUTO INSURANCE No
prior, low down payment &
+ SR22 665-2788

" COMMUNITY CHRIS-
- TIAN School is now enroll-
~1ing for Fall 2004. Info. avail.
“in school office, 220 N. Bal-
‘ lard, Pampa, 806-665-3393.

L

~. COMMUNITY CHRIS-
"TIAN  School Parenting
- Classes. Dr. Caleb Kim teach-
- ing “Heart Parenting.” Public
is welcome. 220 N. Ballard St.
= March 23 and April 13, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY LUNCH Special,

" poast beef, mashed potatoes

& green bean plate $5.99. Bell
~Mart, 1020 E. Frederic.

FRIENDS OF NRA Dinner
& Auction March 20 for more
info- Steve at 669-3307

HEADQUARTERS FOR
outdoor grill replacement
parts, Fireside Comtfort, 530
W. Brown, Hwy. 60.

HOLLY’S @ Smitty’s (San-
dy’s). Fri. Mexican feed, 6 pm

HOUSE FOR Sale to high-
est bidder. 665-0842, 8-5 p.m.

JULIE BARBEE For all
vour hair care needs, 2128
Christine or 669-0111.

LAWNMOWER AND till-
er tune-ups $39.95. Free P/U
and delivery. Pampa Lawn-
mower. 665-8843

LOSE WEIGHT now.
Guaranteed results. (806) 665-
8014

LAWN SERVICE: Call
665-0618 or 665-3228.

NORTH FORK Antiques
Partners’, Birthday Celebra-
tion. We're celebrating our
birthdays this year with big
savings for our customers!
Huge Garage and Estate Sale,
Mar. 20 at North Fork Over-
flow, two doors north of the
store, one day only! Then
209, 307, 40%, 50% Oft se-
lected items at North Fork
Antiques Mar. 20 thru Apr. 4.
Register once for every $10
spent to win a Kenneth
Wyatt framed print, $170 val-
ue. North Fork Antiques, 211
N. Main, McLean. T-Sat., 10-6

ONIONS, TOMATOES,
Hanging Baskets & more.
Gallon Perennials $2.49. Pol-
lies Greenhouse, 709 N. Ho-
bart, open daily 12-5:30

SHERWIN WILLIAMS
Spring Sale. Save 307 on all
prints, stains, brushes & asso-
ciated products. Fri. Mar. 19
and Sat. 20, 2109 N. Hobart.

Possible child abuse was reported.
Wednesday, March 17

A runaway was reported in the 2500 block
of Aspen. The person was later found.

A bicycle was reported stolen from the
300 block of Sunset. Estimated loss was $96.

Possession of drug paraphernalia was
reported in the 400 block of West Brown. A
citation was issued.

Possession of drug paraphernalia was
reported in the 300 block of Gray. A citation
was issued.

Theft under $50 was reported at
Albertson’s, 1233 N. Hobart. Five packages
of steaks, valued at approximately $45, were
taken and later returned to the store.

Burglary 'was reported in the 300 block of
Sunset. Entry was made by breaking a win-
dow. A tool known as a transit was taken.
Estimated loss was unknown.

Kim Mills, 43, 723 N. Banks, was arrested
on a warrant for public intoxication.

en by Dorma Priscilla Cook, 78, 500 N.
Lefors, collided with a legally parked 2003
Chevrolet Trailblazer owned by Michael
Limul Dickinson, 1033 Twiford, in the 500
block of North Lefors. No injuries were
reported. No citations were issued.
Wednesday, March 17

10:45 a.m. - An unknown white vehicle
with unknown driver struck a legally parked
1994 Suzuki, owned by Craig Schaffer,
2369 Beech, in a private parking lot at One
Medical Plaza, and then left the scene. No
injuries were reported, and no.citations were
issued.

6:10 p.m. - A 1997 BMW 23, driven by
Debra Ann Hickerson, 42, 929 N. Mary
Ellen, struck the curb at 420 N. Carr and
then struck a tree, landing on its side.
Hickerson was transported by Rural/Metro
Ambulance to Pampa Regional Medical
Center with possible injuries. No citations
were issued.

SHERIFF

Gray County Shenft’s Department today

reported the following arrests.
Wednesday, March 17

Charott Ann Liles, 62, Amarillo, was arrested
for disorderly conduct/language.

Earl Liles, 37, Amanllo, was arrested for two
capias pro fines and interfering with an emergency
call.

Melissa Peterman 30, 408 S. Starkweather, was
arrested for possession of a controlled substance.

Russell Lance Whitehead, 43, 305 N. Roberta,
was arrested for theft by check.

Aaron Eugene Young, 36, 340 Tignor, was
arrested for credit card abuse.

STOCKS

The tollowing grain quotations are . KM| 64.55 +0.20
provided by Attebury Gran of XCEL 18.14 -0.10
Pampa. Kerr McGee 50.55 -0.13
Wheat 163 Limited 1920 -0.05
Milo 497  Williams ..956 -001
Com 563 MCD 2831 039
Sovbeans 918 XOM 4236 +0.12

. Atmos . . . ..26.15  -0.07

The following 9:30 a.m. N.Y.  Pioneer Nat 3348  -0.01
Stock Market quotations are JCP . 3325 +0.37
fummished by Edward Jones & COP 69.63 +0.73
Co. of Pampa SLB 6477 -NC
OXYy 4628  +0.12 Tenneco 1224 +0.09
BP 50.36  +040 CVX R9.06 +0.14
Celanese 3944 +042 Wal-Man 58.52 +0.17
Cabot Corp 333 008 OKE 2268 0.1
Cabot Oil Gas . .30.40 0.20 NS Grp 11.84 +0.29
Coca Cola 4908 +0.20
VLO 5765 +0.69
HAL 3010 -0.10  New York Gold 407.35
Trad 3194 +0.17 Silver...... 7.26
NOI 2949 4010 West Texas Crude 3818

Rural/Metro Ambulance Service respond-
ed to the following calls during the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Wednesday, March 17

9:12 a.m. — A mobile ICU responded to the
500 block of Doucette and transported one
patient to Pampa Regional Medical Center.

1:16 p.m. — A mobile ICU responded to
PRMC and transferred one to Northwest
Texas Hospital in Amarillo.

5:10 p.m. — A mobile ICU responded to a

AMBULANCE

local nursing facility and transported one to
PRMC.

6:13 p.m. — A mobile ICU responded to
the 400 block of Carr and transported one to
PRMC.

7:35 p.m. — A mobile ICU responded to
NWTH and transported one to PRMC.

Thursday, March 18

1:53 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to
PRMC and transferred one to BSA-West,
Amarillo
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Health Mart

PHARMACIES

PRICES GOOD THRU SATURDAY. MARCH 20"

Mon-Fri.gam. -6 p.m

Sat.8am. -5 pm
114 N. Cuyler - Pampa - 669-7478

'HEALTH 3 MART

MasoN v

© naturat

= Suniight

100 Capsules s
reg. *11.% 1.99

500 Complex

19 oz. Liquid

Coca Cola,
nr Penper, Sprite

3

BONUS BUY!

“Puffs Facial
Tissue

*9.00

Asst. Designs
100 Ct. Box

1)

Marlhoro clgareues

°23.99

So Dri Paper
Towels

2I$‘|l“0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

EXPENSES

es they want.

In the second step, citizens
would select from the options
outlined in step one to balance
the budget, either by cutting
expenses or by raising rev-
enues.

The needs and wants of the
community would be listed in
the priority in which citizens
view them.

“If you were on the com-
mittee, you may say that parks
are more important than the
library, or visa versa,” Horst
said. “Then, we’d concentrate
on that survey.”

This isn’t going to happen
overnight, Horst admitted.
There are complexities in put-

ting such a program together
and it will take time to work
out the kinks.

It took Eugene, Ore., 18
months to implement the pro-
gram.

“With the change in ambu-

lance service, we’re not going |

to be able to implement that
this year,” Horst said. “I don’t
expect that we will be able to,
but perhaps it’s something we
can start on later when we
have the time to do it right.”

The Oregon city that first
developed the concept in
1990, divided the city’s serv-
ices into four broad priority
categories and then listed spe-
cific services within each cat-
egory.

The commission-citizen

committee was asked to target
a level of funding. They were
to indicate whether the gener-
al fund budget for each serv-
ice should be increased, main-
tained or reduced.

Over the past decade,
Pampa officials have chosen
to reduce funding in a number
of areas because of falling
population numbers.

“We’ve cut and we’ve cut,”
Horst said. “We’ve lost utility
connections - from people
moving away. Those who are
in this every year, constantly,
can lose sight of something
that may be out there that can
be changed.”

Somebody else may have a
brilliant idea, he said, t.at will
work.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

IRAQ

democratic march in the
country,” he said.

A U.S. counterterrorism
official, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity, said al-
Qaida-linked Jordanian
Islamic militant Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi is among those
suspected of playing a key
role.

The Mount Lebanon was a
so-called “soft target” because
it did not have concrete blast
barriers and other security
measures that protect offices
of the U.S.-led coalition and
buildings where Westerners
live and work.

Shawayas said that sug-
gests “this terrorist group is
weak and cannot get to impor-
tant targets.”

He said the attackers were
foreigners, according to col-
lected evidence, which he did
not disclose.

The U.S.-funded Arabic
Al-Hurra television station
captured the blast on video.
As a massive fireball explodes
into the night sky about a half-
mile away and a second later a
thunderous boom is heard, an
Iragi woman in a Muslim
shawl who was about to be
interviewed ducks for cover. _

Rescuers pulled two more
bodies from the rubble before
dawn Thursday- and smoke

poured from the site 12 hours
“after the 8:09 p.m. explosion.
The nationalities of all the
dead were not immediately
known.

A Moroccan, three
Jordanians, two Britons, two
Lebanese and an Egyptian
were registered - at the
Lebanese-owned hotel, duty
manager Bashir Abdel-Hadi
said.

He said among those killed
were the hotel’s three security
guards, who were standing in
front at the time.

Much of the damage was
done to surrounding build-
ings. Acrdss the street, the
one-story house of a Christian
family of seven was virtually
destroyed. Associated Press
reporters saw four bodies in
‘the wreckage.

“I was sleeping in the room
and then I heard a huge explo-
sion, I ran out and then I was
hit against the wall,” said
Jihad Abu Muslah, from a bed
in Al Kindi Hospital, bandag-
es on his face.

A U.S. soldier less than a
half-mile away said the blast
felt as though it were next
door.

U.S. Army Col. Ralph
Baker of the Ist Armored
Division estimated the bomb
contained 1,000 pounds of
explosives and was a mixture

Clear The Way...

Cause Keenan Is 16 Today!

Happy Birthday

We Love You!
Mom, Dad & Tanner

Mimi & 6rumpy
6randma & Pawpaw

of plastic explosives and
artillery shells.

The Iraqi journalists were
killed in the city of Baqouba,
35 miles - northeast of
Baghdad, when attackers in a
car opened fire on the minibus
they were riding in, said
Sanaa al-Daghistani, informa-
tion director of Diyala TV.

In Fallujah, insurgents
clashed with U.S. troops
Thursday, leaving a civilian
dead, another wounded and
two U.S. soldiers slightly hurt,
witnesses said.

At least 10 masked attack-
ers used AK-47 rifles and
rocket-propelled  grenades
against the soldiers, who were
guarding a building where a
meeting between local offi-
cials and U.S. military author-
ities was under way. Military
helicopters and jet fighters
flew overhead as the troops
fired back.

A U.S. military media offi-
cial said she had no informa-
tion on the clash.
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Sources: Rest of Tulia settlement
may be approximately $1 million

TULIA (AP) — Cities and
counties not part of a $5 mil-
lion settlement reached
between Amarillo and plain-
tiffs in a now-discredited
drug bust continue to hammer
out an agreement that sources
say may reach $1 million.

Twenty-six counties and
three cities would pay
amounts ranging from a few
thousand dollars to tens of
thousands of dollars each
under the agreement, which
has not been finalized, sever-
al sources involved in the
negotiations told the Amarillo
Globe-News in Thursday’s
editions.

Attorneys said they could-
n’t talk about the details of
the negotiations, but they
confirmed talks were ongo-

ing.

Amarillo attorney Jeff
Blackburn, who represents
the Tulia defendants, said he
is hopeful a settlement can be
reached.

“We're eager to settle this
case so that the entire
Panhandle can put this night-
mare behind them, like
Amarillo did last week,” he
said.

The city of Amarillo set-
tled with 45 of the defendants
March 11, agreeing to pay $5
million and effectively dis-
band the task force to which
Tom Coleman, the lone
undercover agent in the busts,
was assigned. One defendant
died before going to trial.

The settlement, if complet-
ed, would bring an end to a
federal lawsuit filed in
August in connection with the

controversial 1999 Tulia drug
bust. Forty-six people — 39
of whom were black — were
arrested, prompting claims by
civil rights groups that the
busts were racially motivated.

Mark White, an attorney
representing Randall County
in the suit, said details have
been mostly worked out with
only a few details remaining.

“Negotiations are ongoing,
and it’s really down to a few
narrow issues,” he said. “I
would hope it wouldn’t take
too much longer to resolve
those.”

Coleman is scheduled to
stand trial in May on three
charges of aggravated perjury
for allegedly lying while tes-
tifying at hearings in March
2003 that were related to the
busts.

Haiti installs new U.S.-backed government

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti
(AP) — The installation of
Haiti’s new U.S.-backed gov-
emnment generated complaints
from some opposition politi-
cians who charged that members
of former President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide’s party were
unfairly excluded.

., Prime Minister Gerard
Latortue, who had said that
Aristide’s Lavalas party would
participate in the government,
defended his choice of Cabinet
members and promised fast
action on organizing legislative
elections.

“This is a government that is
nonpartisan, and I invite every-
one to judge it by its results,”
Latortue said Wednesday at a
National Palace ceremony.

Both Lavalas and the opposi-
tion Convergence coalition were
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excluded from the government.

“It’s more of a personal gov-
emment of Latortue than a real
government of consensus,” said
opposition leader Evans Paul, a
former Port-au-Prince mayor.

“You cannot call this a gov-
emnment of national unity,”
Mischa Gaillard; of the
Convergence coalition, said on
Radio Vision 2000.

U.S. Ambassador James
Foley said “Latortue chose wise-
ly” and that Haiti could expect
significant U.S. and internation-
al aid.

“I do think that the situation
will stabilize, which is
remarkable given the complete
breakdown ... a virtual state of
anarchy,” he told The

*‘ﬁ'..g“_'

Associated Press.

Haiti has been in crisis since
flawed 2000 legislative elections
swept by Lavalas. Aristide fled
on Feb. 29 as a three-week
rebellion threatened Port-au-
Prince. He arrived in Jamaica
Monday to reunite with his
daughters.

Aristide told Jamaican Prime
Minister P.J. Patterson on
Wednesday that he won’t inter-
fere in Haitian politics during his
temporary stay in Jamaica.

Aristide claims he was forced
out under U.S. pressure.
Washington insists he resigned
before the bloody insurrection
led by a street gang and former
army officers could engulf the
capital.

“‘.ogo""’

Vic and Dee Dee Laramore
invite all those who prayed for
and supported our son Dave
Bridges while he was serving
with the 101st Airborne in Iraq
to help us welcome him back

home on Saturday, March 20.

We’'d also like to take this
opportunity to say “Thank

You!”

to all those who sent

cards, letters and packages that
helped shorten his year-long
deployment with messages
™8 from home. Most of all, thank
you for your prayers that sustained him and his fellow
soldiers through difficult, dangerous times.

Please come celebrate Dave’s homecoming at an infor-

mal reception from 1 p.m.

to 5 p.m. Saturday, at the

. Pampa Shrine’s Sportsman Club on the east side of the
1400 block of South Barnes Street.
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DEAR ABBY

written by Pauline Phillips and daughter Jeanne Phillips

Roller-Coaster Romance is
Making Boyfriend Queasy

DEAR ABBY: | need help dealing
with my ex-girlfriend, "Ashley." We
were together off and on for 2 1/2 years
and lived together for a year. It was a
new experience for both of us.

About a year into our relationship,
Ashley decided she wasn't sure that what
we had was what she wanted anymore. I
was OK with it. We split up for four or
five months, and then we started talking
and decided to try again. About three
months later, she did the same thing.

It has now been another three months,
and supposedly she has a new boyfriend,
but she's calling me. I love her and
would do anything for her, but I just
don't know what to do anymore. My
romance with Ashley has caused a lot of
arguments between me and my parents.
Any advice would help. -- HURTING IN
PASADENA

DEAR HURTING: Ashley appears
to be too immature and indecisive for
a serious commitment to anyone -- her
current boyfriend included. If it's love
you're looking for, she isn't the girl
who can provide it. The best advice 1
can offer is to admire her from a safe
distance. She's a heartbreaker.

% %k ok ok ok ok

DEAR ABBY: I have been with my
husband, "Ron," for 12 years. We have
always gotten along well except for one
thing. He smokes pot -- a lot of it. He
says he will never stop. I am against pot
smoking, but I've tolerated it for his
sake.

My daughter, "Erica," just turned 15
and has become involved with a bad
crowd. | recently found out she has been
smoking pot with Ron. Ron says he'd
rather Erica do it at home instead of on
the streets.

Now, if Ron and I have even the
smallest disagreement, Erica will auto-
matically take his side. The two of them
have their own bond and inside jokes; I
feel like an outsider. I would take Erica
and leave my husband, but I'm not finan-
cially able.

How can I make Ron realize it is
unacceptable -- that he should be a role
model instead of a friend? I really feel

like 1 am going crazy. Any ideas? --
UNCOOL MOM

DEAR UNCOOL MOM: Rather
than behave like a responsible parent,
your husband has become your
daughter's enabler. I urge you to draw
the line. Tell him that you want the
house to be "clean" by tomorrow. If
it's not, let him know you'll be calling
the police to report him for supplying
drugs to a minor. Then do it. Let him

" explain his off-the-wall philosophy to

them. And for your daughter's sake,
recognize that it's time you started
job-hunting. You may need to support
the two of you in the near future.

: dkkkkk

DEAR ABBY: I attended a wine test-
ing a few weeks ago where a guest acci-
dentally broke a wine glass. The hostess
didn't seem concerned that he might be
injured, but she did get upset that the
glass was broken.

Before he left, the guest offered to pay
for the broken wine glass and the hostess
accepted, saying that he owed her $16.
He produced a $20 bill, which she pock-
eted without offering change -- and later
bragged to me that she had made money
on the deal. I thought her behavior was
inappropriate.

She recently confided that she's going
to buy a crate of 99-cent glasses and
charge $5 apiece if any of them are bro-
ken. What do you think of this? --
APPALLED IN BEVERLY HILLS

DEAR APPALLED: The hostess
appears to be ethically challenged. If
she'd cheat her guests on the wine
glass, how can one be sure she's pour-
ing the vintage she claims to be?
Frankly, I think she's popped her
cork, and if I were you, I'd skip her
soirees.

ok ok ok ok ok Xk ’

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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FOOTBALL

Keyshawn-Galloway

deal heating up
By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING, Texas (AP) —
The proposed trade that
would send Keyshawn
Johnson to the Dallas
Cowboys and Joey
Galloway to Tampa Bay
was almost complete
Wednesday night.

The deal had been
stalled because the
Buccaneers were refusing
to offer more than $1 mil-
lion for one year to
Galloway, who is due $6.31
million under his existing
contract. Tampa Bay upped
its bid Wednesday, a day
after Galloway visited team
headquarters.

“Things are close,”
agent Leigh Steinberg said
late Wednesday night.
“There was real progress
made today. It looks prom-
ising.”

Tampa Bay is likely to
get rid of Johnson one way
or another by April 1, when
he’s due a $1 million roster
bonus. The Bucs would
prefer to get something for
him.

The initial talks with
Dallas several weeks ago
went far enough that both
teams were allowed to try
striking new contracts with
their prospective players.
Johnson quickly agreed to a
four-year, $20 million con-
tract with a $4 million
bonus with the Cowboys.

When Tampa Bay wasn't
able to work out anything with
Galloway, Dallas refused to
offer a draft pick, figuring it
could wait for the Bucs to
release Johnson and sign him
as a free agent.

Johnson was inactive the
final six games last season
because of a spat with
coach Jon Gruden.

Galloway never lived up
to expectations since Dallas
gave up two first-round
picks to get him before the
2000 season.

BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORI-
OLES—Optioned INF Jose
Morban and 1B Walter
Young to Bowie of the EL,
RHP Daniel Cabrera and
LHP Ryan Hannaman to
Frederick of the Carolina
League, LHP Adam Loewen to
Delmarva of the SAL and C
Raul Casanova, INF Napoleon
Calzado and OF Pedro Swann
to their minor league camp.
CLEVELAND INDIANS—
Claimed LHP Matt White off
waivers from Colorado.
TAMPA BAY DEVIL
RAYS—Reassigned RHP
Rob Bell, RHP Ken Cloude
and INF Jason Maxwell to
their minor league camp.
National League .
ATLANTA BRAVES—
Reacquired RHP  Alec
Zumwalt from Tampa Bay and
sent him outright to Richmond
of the IL. Optioned RHP
Roman Colon and INF Nick
Green to Richmond, RHP Brett
Evert, INF Richard Lewis, INF
Tony Pena Jr. and INF Kelly
Johnson to Greenville of the
Southern League and RHP
Blaine Bayer, INF Scott
Thorman and OF Onil Joseph
to Myrtle Beach of the
Carolina League.
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The Pampa Lady Harvesteré

remain unbeaten in disirict 3-
4A softball.

With two consecutive
the seventh
inning Tuesday afternoon,
they edged the Hereford
Lady Whitefaces by 6-5
margin.

Pampa (3-0) with the victo-
ry kept its share of the early
lead in district play with co-
leaders Dumas (3-0) and
Caprock (2-0).

Hereford (1-2; 4-6 over-
all) got a strong outing
from Jenna Schlabs, getting
two outs in the seventh in a
6-6 ball game but a fresh-
man-senior connection

By The Associated Press

LV "
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP)
— Chris Quinn scored 21
points and Rick Cornett added
a career-high 16 Wednesday
night, leading Notre Dame to a
71-59 victory over Purdue in
first round of the NIT.

The Boilermakers (17-14),
who trailed 39-30 at halftime,
used a 22-12 run to take a 52-
51 lead in the second half.
Notre Dame (18-12), which
shot 50 percent in the first
half, missed its first 10 shots
after halftime.

But the Irish made four of
five shots down the stretch and
ended the game with a 20-7
run.

The Fighting Irish will play at
Saint Louis in the second round.

FIRST ROUND

Virginia 79, GW 66

CHARLOTTESVILLE,
Va. (AP) — Todd Billet made
five of Virginia’s 13 3-pointers
in possibly his final home
game. Billet, the lone senior
who plays for Virginia, led the
Cavaliers with 19 points.

Virginia (18-12), playing in
the NIT for the third straight
year and fourth time in six sea-
sons under coach Pete Gillen,
will play Villanova in the sec-
ond round.

George Washington (18-12)
was making its first postseason
appearance since the 1999 NCAA
tournament and playing in the NIT
for the first time since 1997.

Rutgers 76, Temple 71

PISCATAWAY, N.J. (AP)
— Freshman Quincy Douby
scored a career-high 28 points
in his first start and Rutgers
rallied from an eight-point
deficit. The victory was the
Scarlet Knights’ first in a non-
conference postseason tourna-
ment since the NIT in 1999.

Rutgers (17-12) will face
the winner of a first-round
game between Rhode Island
and West Virginia.

David  Hawkins, the
nation’s fourth-leading scorer
with a 24 4 average, had 25 in
his final game at Temple.

Villanova 85, Drexel 70

VILLANOVA, Pa. (AP) —

SPORTS

Lady Harvesters unbeaten in district softball play

would send the Herd home
witéx a tough loss.

reshman starter Nicole
Clark drilled a shot off the
fence for a standup double.
Batting next, senior third base-
man Haley Bowen hammered
the first pitch to the gap in left
center, scoring Clark easily for
a game winning double.

The dugout emptied to con-
gratulate Bowen with high
fives for the game-ending hit.

Clark (6-4; 3-0) received
plenty of praise for the rally
and for seven innings of 3-hit
pitching.

Clark struggled early, walk-
ing three batters in the first
that later scored on an over-

Notre Dame over Purdue in first round of NIT

Randy Foye and Allan Ray
each scored 20 points, and
Curtis Sumpter had 14 points
and 11 rebounds. Ray scored
eight straight points during
Villanova’s decisive 18-0 run
that turned a 10-point deficit
into a 53-45 lead midway
through the second half.

Sean Brooks scored a
career-high 24 points_ for
Drexel (18-11), which never
has beaten Villanova (17-16)
in 17 tries.

OPENING ROUND

West Va. 65, Kent St. 54

KENT, Ohio (AP)
Tyrone Sally scored 17 points
and braved a bloody nose from
a second-half collision to lead
West Virginia. It was the first
postseason for the
Mountaineers (16-13) since
they reached the regional
semifinals of the 1998 NCAA
tournament. The Golden
Flashes (22-9) lost six of their
final eight games.

Sally scored only two
points in the final 7:17, but his
defense in the middle of a 1-3-
I zone helped force four
tumovers down the stretch, when
the Mountaineers outscored the
Golden Flashes 19-11.

Niagara 87, Troy State 83

AMHERST, N.Y. (AP) —
Tremmell Darden had 26 points
and Juan Mendez added 20 points
and 16 rebounds. Niagara, which
trailed by 17 points, advanced to
the first round and will play at
Nebraska on Friday.

Greg Davis had 18 points
and Rob Lewin added 16
points and 10 rebounds for
Troy State (24-7), making its
first NIT appearance.

win

George Mason 58,
Tennessee 55
FAIRFAX, Va. (AP) —

George Mason won its first
postseason game in 18 years
and gave the Patriots (22-9) a
school record for wins in a
season. The school won its
first tournament game since
the 1986 NIT. George Mason
had since gone 0-3 in the NCAA
tournament and 0-2 in the NIT.
Tony Skinn scored 16
points, and Terry Reynolds got
George Mason’s last eight

throw to third in an attempt for
a double play.

Hereford built a 4-0 lead
going into their half of the
third inning when Pampa’s
defense took charge.

Right fielder Callie Cobb
made a diving catch to rob Liz
Claudio of a sure double.

The next batter, Jane Hays,
who had two of three Hereford
hits in the game, drove a hard
liner between first and second
that Amy Youree snagged, tak-
ing away what looked like a
sure hit.

The Lady Whitefaces did
get another run courtesy of a
walk in their four taking the
lead, but Clark found the zone

points to finish with 15.
Brandon Crump scored - 16
points to lead Tennessee (15-
14), which was hurt by I8
turnovers.

RI 80, Boston U. 52

SOUTH KINGSTOWN,
R.I. (AP) — Rhode Island
opened a double-digit lead in the
first six minutes and was never
threatened. Steve Mello led Rhode
Island (20-13) with 13 points and
Dawn Robinson added 12.

Rhode Island surpassed the
highest point total scored on
Boston University (20-6) this
season with 7:27 remaining as
Mello hit a 3-pointer for a 75-
39 lead. BU came in ranked
12th in the nation with 58.8
points allowed per game.

Austin Peay 65, Belmont 59

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn.
(.AP) — Austin Peay had an
11-0 run over a two-minute
stretch late in the second half,
then weathered a rally by
Belmont in the final minute.

The Governors (22-9)
scored their final 14 points
during a span of 1:40 to extend
their home winning streak to
29 games. Belmont (21-9) ral-
lied in the final 40 seconds to
59-57 with 19 seconds left.

However, the Governors,
who attempted 30 free throws
to just four for the Bruins, were
made their final six foul shots.

Wisconsin 91, Rice 63

MILWAUKEE (AP)
Dylan Page scored 22 points,
Ed McCants added 21 and
Wisconsin-Milwaukee blew
out Rice. It was the first win ever
for Wisconsin-Milwaukee (20-10)
in a postseason tournament.

Brock Gillespie led the Owls
(22-11) with 15 points. The last
postseason appearance for
Rice was in the 1993 NIT.

Florida State 91, Wichita
State 84, 20T

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) —
Tim Pickett scored 25 points to
lead Florida State (19-13) to a pair
of comebacks. Pickett hit three
second-half 3-point shots to help
the Seminoles ally from a 14-point
deficit. Florida State, which
snapped a five-game losing streak,
also had io come back from six
points down in the first overtime.
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and finished allowing only
two more hits.

Pampa finally got going in
the bottom of the third, scoring
three times, twice more in the

- fourth to tie the game at five

runs each.

Neither team was able to
score another run through the
end of six with the possibility
of extra innings to come.

The Lady Harvesters, in the
top half of the seventh, got a
huge lift ~when shortstop
Stacey Johnson made a leap-
ing catch of anether hard liner
from Hereford’s leadoff hitter,
taking away another hit from
the Herd.

The Lady Harvesters had 12

hits total and two reached on
walks.

Leading hitter for Pampa
was Amy Youree going 3 for 4
including a
bunt single. Cassy Tice picked
up 4 RBIs on a single and a
double. First baseman
Whitney Roden had 2 singles
and Clark had two doubles.
Abbi Covalt reached base 3
times by way of 2 walks and a
single,

Bowen’s RBI single and
Callie Cobb’s base hit added to
the total.

Pampa’s next game is at
Palo Duro. They will return
home March 23 when co-
leader Dumas comes visiting.

Lady Harvesters JV
drops one to Hereford

The Lady Harvester JV
couldn’t keep a late lead,
losing 11-9 to the Hereford
JV in the second half of
Tuesday’s doubleheader at
Lady Harvester Field.

Hereford scored 6 runs
after two outs on five hits and
four Pampa errors in the Sth
inning to take away the victory.

Pampa’s Stephanie McVay
took her first loss dropping her

Attorneys

JV record to 3-1. Overall
McVay is 4-1 picking up her
other win at the varsity Borger
tournament. McVay also led in
hitting picking up 3 hits in 4 at
bats.

Kali Jimeniz added two
RBIs on two hits, along with
singles from Ashlee Ferguson,
Tamara- Trevathon and Kinzi
Nickel.

Pampa is now 1-1 in district

says client

didn’t yell racial slurs

COLLEGE STATION
(AP) A Texas A&M
football player arrested on
a drunken driving charge
says he didn’t yell racial
slurs outside a- fast-food
restaurant as alleged in a
police report, his attorney
says.

Geoff Hangartner was
charged early Monday with
driving while intoxicated after
police said they followed his
vehicle from the restaurant to
a nearby home where he failed
a field sobriety test. Teammate
Cole Smith, who was in the
vehicle, was cited for public
intoxication. ,

“Geoff completely denies
making any kind of racial epi-
taph,” his attorney, Jim James,
said in a story in Thursday’s
Bryan-College Station Eagle.
“He finds any kind of racial
slur absolutely abhorrent. My
client did not make any kind
of racial comment and did not
exit the vehicle.”

Restaurant employees
called police to the restaurant

just before 1 a.m., saying two
white men were shouting
racial slurs at black passen-
gers in another car in the
drive-thru line, according to
court records.

College Station police Lt.
Mark Langwell said one of the
players got out of-the” sport
utility and began yelling at the
car’s driver. Hangartner told
police Smith had gotten into
an argument with the car’s
driver, but would not say what
was said.

The people inside the car
told police they wanted to
press charges based on the
racially charged verbal attack,
which a police officer, who
was across the street, said he
could hear, according to a
written affidavit.

Hangartner will be a senior
in the fall. He has started at
center for the past two years
and earned third-team All Big
12 honors.

Smith, who will be a junior,
has appeared in one game in
2003.

Slammers place third in
Spearman tournament

The Slammers are entered
in the Perryton tournament
this weekend.

“There are 12 teams
entered in the tournament,”
Jimmy Barker said.

The Slammers are in Pool
A and play at 6 p.m. and 8:30
p-m. Friday and 10:30 a.m.

« Saturday.

The Slammers went 2 and 1
in Spearman with their lone
loss coming from the Guymon
Tigers 32-26.

Guymon defeated Perryton

in the finals.
Perryton advanced to the
finals by defeating the fifth

grade Pampa Sparks by two
points.
The two Pampa teams

played each other in the third
place game.

“Fourth grader Kailyn
Troxell played with the
Slammers,” Jimmy Barker
said, “and did a great job
of filling in for players
who were out of town for
Spring Break.”
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Hawks down Mayvs in hard fought game

DALLAS (AP) — The
Atlanta Hawks played free and
easy, while the Dallas
Mavericks felt pressure to
keep pace in the Western
Conference playoff race.

The team with no worries
won — but just barely.

Stephen Jackson scored 36
points, 31 in the first half, and
the Hawks led by as many as
26 before holding off Dallas
111-110 Wednesday night to
snap the Mavericks' nine-
game home winning streak.

“They aren’t playing for
anything anymore,”
Mavericks forward Dirk
Nowitzki said. “They just go
out there and jack it up and
have fun. It’s tough to play
those teams.”

Jackson continued his suc-
cess against Dallas this season.
He had 30 points in the
Hawks’ 102-96 home victo-
ry over the Mavericks on
Feb. 9.

The Hawks have won only
22 times this season, but they
completed a two-game sweep
of the Mavericks.

“We were just playing great
team ball,” said Jackson, aver-
aging 33.8 points over his last

four games. “We had a lot of
open shots. We got good looks
and I was just able to knock
them down.”

Jason Terry had 25 points,
Bob Sura added 19 points and
11 rebounds, and Boris Diaw
had 15 points for the Hawks,
who had lost six of their previ-
ous seven games.

Atlanta opened a big lead
behind Jackson’s. 12-for-16
shooting before Dallas used a
34-21 fourth quarter to nearly
pull off the biggest comeback
in franchise history. But Steve
Nash failed to hit the rim on a
fading left-handed runner at
the buzzer, giving the Hawks
their eighth road win.

Nash scored 30 points, 25
in the second half, and
Nowitzki added 28 points and”
10 rebounds for the
Mavericks, who began the
night with a league-best 29-4
home record.

Michael Finley had 17
points and Antoine Walker
contributed 12 points, 12
rebounds, six assists and three
steals for Dallas.

The Mavericks trailed by as
many as 26 points in the third
quarter but closed to 111-110

on Nash’s baseline drive with
34 seconds left.

Terry’s 15-foot jumper with
14 seconds left rattled in and
out, with Nowitzki pulling
down the rebound to give the
Mavericks a last shot. But
Nash was forced to the outside
as the clock wound down, and
his shot from about eight feet
never reached the rim.

“We had a great shot at win-
ning it but you lose a lot of
energy  coming back,”
Nowitzki said. “This is such a
big loss for us. We’'re right
there with everyone and trying
to get home court (in the play-
offs). To lose to Atlanta is
inexcusable.”

Nash had to hurry his last-
gasp attempt, which was not
the shot he wanted.

“I’'m going to have to live with
that one for a while but I'm going
to try to forget it,” Nash said.

The Hawks were in front
107-96 with 4:55 left, but
Finley and Nowitzki hit con-
secutive 3-pointers during a 9-
1 run to make it 108-105 with
1:05 left.

Marquis Daniels scored
seven points during Dallas’ 11-
3 run to close the third quarter,

but the Hawks still took a
comfortable 90-76 lead into
the fourth. :

Jackson had 19 points while
the Hawks were building a 40-
25 first-quarter edge. Atlanta
scored the most points by a
Dallas opponent in any quarter
this season. Jackson went 7-
for-9 from the field in the
opening quarter while the
Hawks were connecting on 15
of 24 attempts.

“The first half couldn’t
have gone any better,” Atlanta
coach Terry Stotts said.
“Stephen Jackson was putting
on a shooting clinic.”

With the Hawks holding a
25-point halftime lead, the
Mavericks’ normally suppart-
ive crowd booed their team as
it went to the locker room.

Notes: Dallas’ best come-
back was from 25 points down
against the Denver Nuggets on
Nov. 12, 1994. ... Jackson’s
31-point first half was the
most points scored by a Dallas
opponent in any half this sea-
son. ... The record quarter
for a Mavericks opponent
is 46 by the Boston Celtics
in 1995 and the Detroit
Pistons in 1984.

BEST AVAILABLE COF
A'ggies walk over Sam Houston State

COLLEGE STATION,
Texas (AP) — Austin Boggs
went 5-for-6 with four RBIs to
lead Texas A&M to a.15-4 win
over Sam Houston State on
Wednesday.

Texas A&M (20-2) trailed
1-0 in the top of the third after
Sam Houston State’s Aaron
Ruchti scored on a two-out
single. -

The Aggies got their
first run on an RBI-double
by Coby Mavroulis. CIiff
Pennington added a run on
a fielder’s choice and
Boggs had an RBI-single to
give Texas A&M a 3-1 lead
after the third.

Texas A&M added three
runs in the fourth to take a 6-1
lead. Karl Krailo hit a three-
run home run in the top of the
fifth to close the gap to 6-4,
but Sam Houston (4-13-1)
would get no closer.

The Aggies used six hits to
score six runs in the sixth
inning to lengthen their lead.

Kyle Marlatt (3-0) got the
win for Texas A&M after
allowing two hits and no runs
in two innings.

Dustin Craig (1-2) took the
loss for Sam Houston State.
He allowed four hits and three
runs in the two and two-thirds
innings.

Members of women’s rowing club sue Baylor

WACO, Texas (AP) —
Seven women on a rowing
club at Baylor have sued the
school, claiming Baylor’s
failure to recognize their club
as a varsity sport is a Title IX
violation.

The women want Baylor to
treat them equally, said Ray
Yasser, an attorney represent-
ing the women in the lawsuit
filed Monday in federal court
in Waco. The group is seeking
recognition but not damages.

The rowing club has ama-

teur status because the participants
pay all competition costs. The club
competes against schools includ-
ing some in the Big 12
Conference. Some of their compe-
tition is against schools with varsi-
ty rowing teams.

Athletic  director  lan
McCaw said Baylor has a
strong commitment to Title
IX. The school is developing a
five-year strategic plan that
will include a gender equity
plan focusing on the universi-

ty’s plan to maintain compliance.

By The Associated Press

Eric Chavez had a big after-
noon at the plate, a day ahead
of his big day at the bank.

Chavez hit a two-run homer
and Erubiel Durazo drove in
three runs with two doubles in
the Oakland Athletics’ 10-3
victory over the Chicago
White Sox on Wednesday in
Phoenix.

Chavez, the A’s Gold Glove
third baseman, is expected to
finalize a contract extension —
thought to be worth $66 mil-
lion over six years — on
Thursday. His long homer to
right off Shingo Takatsu was
his best hit yet in a slow
spring.

Chavez had 29 homers and
101 RBIs last season — his
fourth straight year with at
least 25 homers. Though
Chavez wasn’t available for
comment and the A’s wouldn’t
say anything official, the team
plans to make what it says is
an important announcement
Thursday.

In Surprise, Ariz., the Rangers’
Chan Ho Park said he hasn’t felt
this healthy since he pitched for the
Los Angeles Dodgers three years
ago.
“I’'m kind of afraid to say how
good I am feeling,” he said after
giving up three eamed runs and
seven hits over 4 1-3 innings for
Texas in a “B” game.

Park, starting the third sea-
son of a $65 million, five-year
contract, has been bothered by
back injuries during his first
two seasons with the Rangers,
going a combined 10-11. He is

the No. 2 starter in the
Rangers’ rotation behind
Kenny Rogers.

“I’ve been looking at film
of when I was pitching good
and am trying to do the things
I did then,” Park said. “I know
it is there. Winning will be the
fun part.”

In Tampa, Fla., New York
Yankees center fielder Bornie
Williams took batting practice

for the first time since his appendix . *

was removed Feb. 26., _.

.

-

“It went well,” he said after
taking about 50 swings. “I was
working to hit the ball the
other way. It was a good first
day, overall. Everything is
fine.”

Williams is scheduled to
remain in Florida and play in
minor league games while the
Yankees open the regular sea-
son with two games in Tokyo
against Tampa Bay on March
30-31.

In Fort Myers, Fla.,, Curt
Schilling allowed one run and
two hits over six innings as the
Boston Red Sox beat the
Cleveland Indians.
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ADOPTION

Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption.

A BABY IS our dream! We have a large, lively
extended family, a loving, fun-filled marriage and
a deep respect for your decision. Our flexible work
schedules (in the family business) means lots of
attention for baby! Call Amy & Joe, 1-800-592-0117
at home.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
We can help. We specialize in matching families
with birthmothers nationwide. Toll Free 24 hours a

day, |-866-921-0565. One True Gift Adoptions.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ARE YOU MAKING $1000 per week? All cash

vending routes with prime locations available now!

Under $9,000 investment required. Call Toll Free,
Route Crafters, Inc. (24-7) |-888-333-2254.

NATIONAL COMPANY EXPANDING in
Texas. Construction related. Fast growing com-
pany. Minimal start-up costs. High income
potential. Statewide opportunities. Call Granitite,
1-888-271-4314,

DRIVERS WANTED

.36 - .40 CPM. FREE fridge first 10 Owner/
Operators. Up to .92 cpm. $0 down lease. OTR
and regional runs. (6 months OTR). Melton
Truck Lines, 1-800-635-8669.

COMPANY DRIVERS, GREAT opportunities
if you live in TX, OK, LA, AR! Regional - 10
states (70%), home weekly - $600-$800 OTR-
start .32 cents. Excellent benefits include 40 1k,
6 months plus T/T experience with A/CDL. Bob
or Rick, 1-800-666-0380, National Freight,
Inc. www.natifreight.com

DRIVER: $1500 Sign-On Bonus for FLATBED
DRIVERS. Great freight/miles. Must have A/CDL;
| year OTR. Call 1-877-560-8829 or apply online
www.robersoncontractors.com. EOE.
DRIVERS AND OWNER/OPERATORS...
$2500 experienced driver sign-on bonus!
Assigned equipment. Van, flatbed, and autohaul.
CDL training available. Swift Transportation,
1-866-333-8801, www.swifttruckingjobs.com
DRIVERS- BE APPRECIATED! Mainly Midwest
miles! Family owned, no Hazmat. Dry bulk pneu-
matics or dry vans. 2 years OTR, Class A/CDL.
1-800-821-3046, Ext. 1124, www.trucktiona.com

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT.
Teams and Solos check out our new pay
plan. Owner/Operators, Experienced Drivers,
Solos, Teams and Graduate Students. Call
1-888-MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729)
DRIVERS-DRIVING SCHOOL graduates, we
need you today! Tuition reimbursement. Up to
37 cents/mile. Guaranteed home time. Pay on
delivery. USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642.
DRIVERS-NEW PAY PKG! Longhaul, Regional,
Lease Operators, Company Drivers! Friday
paydays! In-cab e-mail. Family voicemail
Class A/CDL, 6 months OTR. 1-800-745-9670,
www.continental x.com

DRIVERS OTR, DEDICATED AND
REGIONAL. Singles, teams, owner/operators,
Driving School Graduates. New pay package. Pay
on delivery, guaranteed hometime. USA Truck,
1-800-237-4642.

NOTICE: While most
the Texas Atto

call this th".‘J‘»[)-lp"' 10

advertisers are reputable, we cannot

Advertise State

refrigerated carrier, 48 and Canada, great pay/lots
of miles, 1-800-569-9232. Students welcome.
Conwell Corp.

DRIVERS - OWNER/OPERATORS NEEDED
immediately! Major new customer account! Flatbeds
and stepdecks needed! We have the freight! Call:
1-254-445-1711, Landstar

LEASE PURCHASE OWNER/OPERATORS -
‘02 or ‘03 Volvo. Weekly settlements, regional lanes,
fuel surcharge .09 cents, |5 months OTR experience
required. 1-800-826- 1402, www.cfsi.com

OUR COMMITMENT! 3 CENT pay
raise! No tricks, no smoke, no mir-
rors. Just top pay! $.43/mile!
Heartland Express. 1-800-441-4953,
www. heartlandexpress.com. Get paid
what you deserve!

OWNER-OPERATORS! EARN 80% of 100%
of the load! 48 states of regional/every weekend
home available. Limited positions. $500 sign-on
pay. Fortune Xpress: 1-877-284-6575.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

A TRAVEL JOB: INTEGRITY SALES will place
12 new hires, over 18, travel coast to coast with
young co-ed business group. $500 signing bonus.
Call Diane at 1-877-PAIDFUN (724-3386) toll-free.
Start work today!

ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE POSITION -
Newspaper professional to provide leadership
for trade association. Responsibilities: office
& personnel management, financial operations,
legislative work, ad sales, conventions, contests

manufactures utility ATV attachments, log
skidders, portable board edgers and forestry
equipment. www.norwoodindustries.com Free
information: 1-800-578-1363, Ext. 300N.
WOLFF TANNING BEDS - Affordable - Conve-
nient. Tan at home. Payments from $25/month.
FREE color catalog. Call today. |-888-839-5160.

FAMILY HEALTH OFFERS healthcare for entire
family, $89.95 monthly. No age restrictions, includes
dental, vision, pre-existing conditions accepted,
unlimited usage, 500,000 doctors, 1-800-807-9769,
limited time offer.

PET SUPPLIES

ALL NEW HAPPY JACK ProDog(R) and
ProPup(R) dewormer: Chewable, flavored.
Convenient, economical. Gets all 4 major worms.
For pups and large dogs. Distributed by Nelson
Wholesale, 1-325-643-3636.

REAL ESTATE

46.28 ACRES, SOUTHWEST of
Rocksprings, electricity, great views, native
and exotic game. $1,725 down, $339/month.
1-800-876-9720, texasranchland.com

A FIRST TIME OFFER. 100 acres -
$44,900. Trophy whitetails and mule deer
Rolling hills and draws, great access. Abun-
dant turkey, quail, small game. More avail-
able. E-Z terms. Texas Land & Ranches,
1-866-899-5263.

& publications. 4 yr. Degree, 5 yrs. 't
experience. Send letter of application, résumé,
salary history to: Arkansas Press Association Search
Committee, 411 South Victory, Little Rock, AR
72201-2932.

AVON CALLING! NEED extra money? Work
part/full time from home. Eam up to 50%. Call for
$10 Starter Kit. 1-800-211-0502 (ISR).

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES-WON-
DERFUL part-time opportunity; work with high
school exchange students. Duties include: recruiting
host families, supervising students and working with
schools. Call AYUSA, |1-888-552-9872.

LARGE YEAR-ROUND RESORT secks
Mechanic certified in Mercury, OMC; Volvo. Full
time, hourly plus commission. Company benefi
Lake Mohave Resort, Bullhead City, AZ. FAX
resume to 1-928-754-2174,

EMPLOYMENT TRAINING

$250-$500 A WEEK! Will train to help the US
government file HUD/FHA mortgage refunds. No
experience necessary. Call toll-free IMW Financial
Service, 1-866-537-2907

POSTAL JOBS FOR 2004. $16.20-$39.00/hr.
Paid training. Full benefits. No experience neces-
sary. Green card OK. Call Exam Preparation,
1-866-895-3696, Ext. 5656.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH FOR STRUCTURED settlement/annuity
payments. It's your money! Get cash now when you
need it most. Oldest/best in the business. Settlement
Purchasers. |-877- -Me.

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTYV SYSTEM including
i 11254 ch Is, including locals, from
$29.99/month. Digital picture/sound. Limited
Offer. $59.95 shipping. Restrictions apply.
1-800-264-3458,

W 1che

COLORADO $12,500. ONE acre on fishing river.
Unspoiled nature. Remote mountain, good access,
secluded. Trout fishing on property! $175 down,
$175 monthly. Owners |-806-376-8690

RUIDOSO, NEW MEXICO 140 acres only
$49,900. Adjacent to National Forest, elk,
deer, small game. Abutting ranch preserve
for added permanent open space. Great
sportsmen arca. Absolutely beautiful setting
and land. Remote and private but with year
round road access and still an EZ drive
to exciting Ruidoso. Best financing ever.
1-866-350-5263.

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad $400

307 Newspapers, | Million Circlaton
North Region Only .. $175
102 Newspapers, 37000 Circltion
South Regi wminisn J5I9
ey
West Region Ol $175

103 Newspapers,

(Circulation

guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact
General at | -800-62 1-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at |-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.fic.gov/bizop

ind Regionally or Call 512-477-6755

game,” he said
after throwing 74
pitches.

N omar
Garciaparra
returned to the
Boston  lineup
after missing four
games with a sore
heel and went 0-
for-2 with a walk.
He’s hitless in
eight at-bats in
spring training.

David Ortiz
went 2-for-3,
including his fifth
homer, a drive off
Giovanni
Carrara.

At Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.,
Andy Pettitte
wasn’t happy with
his third start of the
spring Wednesday
and hinted he
might be experi-
encing a “dead
“I didn’t feel
real good today,”
said Pettitte, who

allowed a run and six hits over
3 2-3 innings in the Houston
Astros’ 3-2 loss to the
Baltimore Orioles. “I made a
lot of mistakes. The first two
starts, I didn’t work a lot.
Today I got in innings and
threw a lot of pitches.”

Jack Cust homered for
Baltimore in the ninth off
Taylor Buchholz.

" In other games:

Blue Jays 7, Devil Rays 4

At St. Petersburg, Fla.,
Miguel Batista pitched one-hit
ball for four shutout innings
but threw only 30 of 58 pitch-
es for strikes.

Cardinifs 6, iédgers (ss)

At Jupiter, Fla., Jim
Edmonds played in his first
spring training game and dou-
bled in his first two at-bats.
Edmonds, recovering from off-
season shoulder surgery, also
stole a base.

Marlins (ss) 4, Dodgers
(ss)0

At Vero Beach, Fla., Hideo
Nomo gave up six hits, includ-
ing four for extra bases, allow-
ing three runs in four innings.

Twins 6, Marlins (ss) §

At Fort Myers, Fla,,
Michael Cuddyer went 4-for-4
with five RBIs, hitting a pair of
run-scoring singles off World
Series MVP Josh Beckett, who
gave up three runs and seven
hits in four innings.

Yankees 7, Reds (ss) 3

At Tampa, Jose Contreras
allowed one hit and struck out
eight over four scoreless
innings. Jason Giambi and
Hideki Matsui homered for the
Yankees.

Pirates (ss) 11, Reds (ss) 1

At Sarasota, Fla., Josh Fogg
allowed four hits in five
shutout  innings. Jimmy
Haynes, recovering from

5

lower back problems, needed
27 pitches to get out of a score-
less first and gave up three
runs in the second.

Pirates (ss) 4, Phillies 3

At Bradenton, Fla., Jose
Mesa got a save against his
former team, pitching a score-
less ninth. Randall Simon hit a
two-run homer, Ruben Mateo
added a solo shot and Jason
Kendall went 2-for-3 with an
RBI. :

Expos 4, Braves 3

At Kissimmee, Fla., John
Smoltz allowed one hit, struck
out one and threw 18 pitches in
one inning, his second outing

. this spring.

.. Tigers 9, Mets 1

At Port St. Lucie, Fla., three
Mets’ errors led to all of
Petroit’s runs. Center fielder
Timo Perez misplayed a single
into a three-base error, allow-
ing two runs to score against
Tom Glavine, who gave up six
hits in five innings.

Giants 7, Padres 4

At Peoria, Ariz., Barry
Bonds hit a 410-foot drive off
the center-field wall for an
RBI double. Kirk Rueter
allowed four runs and five hits
in 4 2-3 innings.

Angels 5, Rockies 2

At Tempe, Ariz., Jarrod
Washburn had his best spring
outing in three starts, allowing
one hit in four scoreless
innings.

Rangers 6, Cubs 1

At Surprise, Ariz., Greg
Maddux allowed six runs and
eight hits after pitching five
shutout innings in his first two
spring outings.

Royals 6, Brewers 5

At Phoenix, Aaron Guiel hit
a two-run homer for Kansas
City, and Geoff Jenkins had a
long three-run shot for
Milwaukee.
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE
LW SRCVEKCO
WDYOL LW K

LWXRZ. .XW QL. SWC
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L

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: I SHALL HAVE TO
SLEEP THREE WEEKS ON END TO GET RESTED
FROM THE REST I'VE HAD. — THOMAS MANN
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1 Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE
The Panhandle Ground-
water Conservation Dis-
trict, in compliance with
Chapter 36 of the Texas
Water Code, will receive
public comment on the
proposed revision of the
Rules of the Panhandle
Groundwater Conserva-
tion District. The deadline
for submission of written
public comment” on the
proposed rules is Tues-
day, March 16, 2004. The
Panhandle Groundwa-
ter Conservation Dis-
trict will consider adop-
tion of proposed rules at
a hearing in the Pan-
handle Groundwater
District Office, 201 West
Third Street, White
Deer, Texas on Wednes-
day, March 24, 2004, at
10:30 a.m. The following
is a brief outline of the
most notable changes.

I. The District will re-
quire a permit for new
domestic and livestock
wells on 10 acres or less
with existing wells ex-
empt.

2. Procedural changes for
acquiring permits.

3. The replacement of
high-impact  production
permits with modified
drilling permits, and addi-
tional requirements.

4. Additional option to
obtain initial production
permits prior to applica-
tion for drilling permits.

5.- Additional limitations

on pumping rates for
wells.
6. Addition of smaller

and larger pump sizes to
the spacing rules.

7. Comprehensive revi-
sion of the notice and
hearing process.

8. The addition of an al-
ternative dispute resolu-
tion procedure for hear-
ings.

9. The addition of a rule
regarding a water trans-
port fee.

10. Clarification of the
aquifer depletion rule es-

1 Public Notice

e
tablishing an acceptable

decline rate as a percent-
age, removal of lower
limit on production limi-
tations and changes al-
lowing board discretion
in decreasing the time pe-
riod for limiting produc-
tion under the depletion
rule.

A complete copy- of the
current Rules of the Dis-
trict and proposed rule
changes are available at
the District office, 201
W. 3rd St., P.O. Box 637,
White Deer, Texas
79097, or call 806/883-
2501, or Online at
www.panhandlegroundwater.
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5 Special Notices

ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News, MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.

7 Auction

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION

14b A

APPLIANCES  Broke?
Call Williams Appliance

Ser\!ic:eI 665-8894.

14d C

CUSTOM homes, addi-
tions, remodeling, resi-
dential / comm. Deaver
Construction, 665-0447.

OVERHEAD DOOR
REPAIR Kidwell Con-
struction. Call 669-6347.
ADDITIONS, remodel-
ing, roofing, cabinets,
painting, all types repairs.
Mike Albus, 665-4774,

14e C t Serv.

NU-WAY Cleaning serv-
ice, carpets, upholstery,
walls, ceilings. Quality
doesn't cost...It pays! No
steam used. Bob Marx
owner-operator. 665-
3541, or from out of
town, 800-536-5341.

14h Gen. Serv.

o et s
COX Fence Company.
Repair old fence or build
new. Free estimates. Call
669-7769.

IS your House or Founda-
tion' Settling? Cracks in
bricks or walls? Door
won't close? Call Child-
ers Brothers, Inc. Stabiliz-
ing & Foundation Level-
ing. 1-800-299-9563 or
806-352-9563 Amarillo.

SUPERIOR Quality Ken-
sington replacement win-
dows and doors. Guaran-
teed 30% fuel savings!
Shawn Deaver Const.
662-2977 or 665-0354.

THE Floor Store, 2100A
Perryton Parkway, Pam-
pa. All types flooring
avail. & Jerry's Installa-
tion, all types flooring in-
stalled. Restretching & re-
pairs. 665-4455, 664-7959

TS A T
14n Pninﬂ

INT./EXT. painting, mud
tape. 35 yr. exp. Referen-
ces. Call Gene Calder
665-4840.

. Chief Plastics,

P et e i S
14s t
DRAIN Troubles??

THRIFT drain cleaner is
the best on the market!
1237 S.
Barnes, Pampa, 665-6716
or toll free 800-649-6716

V/MC/Disc/AmEx/Debit

JACK'S Plumbing &
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos-
ter, 665-7115- faucets,
plumbing supplies, new
constr., repair, remodel-
ing, sewer / drain clean-
ing, septic systems instal-
led. Visa/MC

Larry Baker
Plumbing
Heating/ Air Conditioning
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

19 Situations

e
The Alteration Shop
Clothes alterations, pick
up, delivery, laundry serv-

ice, 8-3 p.m. 662-0932

EXPERIENCED Caregiv-
er. Full or part-time. Call
669-2586 and leave a
message.

B
21 Heln Wanted

FAMILY SERVICE

DIRECTOR

IMMEDIATE

_OPENING
Memory Gardens Ceme-
tery of Pampa will hire a
family man or woman to
assist families in making
pre-arrangements in the
Pampa area. This position
requires an independent,
competitive, and service
oriented  person.  Full
fringe benefits are availa-
ble. On a national basis,
persons working in this
position have established
an annual income of
$40,000 per year. If you
have a sales personality
and desire an above aver-
age income, call 806-669-
7605.

FUN Valley Family Re-
sort, South Fork, Colo:
needs retirees & others
with own RV for Summer
employment. Office,
housekeeping, cooks,
maintenance & rv parks.
Write Personnel, 9010
Ravenswood, Granbury,
Tx. 76049.

J
21 Hﬂ Wanted

NOTICE

Readers are urged to fully
investigate advertisements
which require payment in
advance for information,
services or goods.
FUN Valley Family Re-
sort, South Fork, Co.
needs students for Sum-
mer employment. Office,
housekeeping, dining rm,
horse wrangler, kitchen &
other.  Salary, room,
board, bonus. Personnel,
9010 Ravenswood, Gran-
bury, Tx. 76049.

Now Hiring These
Positions

Experienced Compressor

Out of town work required.
Transportation and
meals provided.
*Drug screens required

1224 N. Hobart St.,
NBC Plaza Il, Ste. 11
Pampa, TX 79065
Phone (806) 665-2991

IMMEDIATE OPEN-
ING for Truck Drivers,
CDL required. Must pass
drug test. Benefits, D.E.
Chase Inc., 1445 8.
Barnes. No phone calls.

Now Hiring For

These Positions
Front Desk
Do you have 6 arms and
legs? Can you leap tall
buildings in a single bound?
Could you quarnterback the
Dallas Cowboys to victory?
If this is you and you love
people WE WANT YOU!

Physiotherapy Assistant
Do you have the stamina to
run a marathon? Do you
have the compassion of
Mother Teresa? Do you en-
Joy shaking the hands of 80
strangers in one day? If this
is you and you love people,
WE WANT YOU!
Innovative Staffing
1224 N. Hobart St.,

NBC Plaza ll, Ste. 11
Pampa, TX 79065
Phone (806) 665-2991

CIRCULATION MANAGER

FOR THE PAMPA NEWS

SALARY PLUS BENEFITS INCLUDING

401(K)

COMPUTER EXPERIENCE
PREFERRED BUT NOT NECESSARY

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
MUST APPLY IN PERSON
AT 403 W. ATCHISON, PAMPA

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, March

19, 2004:

Your understanding points you in a new

direction. You seem to

up important facts through intuitive
actions and questions.
be unable to risk, yet will do whatever
they must to please you. How nice! Just
recognize when there is a cost attached,
which might have nothing to do with
money. Others seek you out, and you
pretty much have rule of the roost, get-

ting more of what you

single, you certainly will have an

opportunity to change

so many admirers around you. Treat
each person with dignity and care, even
if you don't want to hook up with him or
her. If you are attached, share more of
your wild ideas with your sweetie. You
often have a veritable romp together,
revitalizing your activities. PISCES can
be hard on him- or herself.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll

Have: 5-Dynamic;

Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
%% % If you are ready to take a back
seat, you will be on cruise control.
Spend your time focusing on private
matters or a project that can be done
alone. You might really enjoy yourself,
Your instincts provide insight into a
loved one or finances. Tonight: A friend
reaches out (or you do!).

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

% %% % Others might see a situation
considerably differently from you. You
learn and gain insight as a result,
Understand that there Is no "right" way.
Flow with others, learning more of their
ideas. You will work out a plan.
Tonight: Lead the way out the door into

the weekend.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

be able to churn

Others seem to

want. If you are

that status, with

% %% % Others demand a lot from you
because you generally come through for
them. Realize limits within your imme-
diate circle. Look for other sources,
experts and different perspectives. You
might be delighted by what you turn
over. Tonight: A force to be dealt with.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %% %% Take an overview, and you
will gain. Don't get into a problem, just
figure out the solution. Also, understand
where others are coming from right
now, and you will know what to do.
Someone key lets you know how great
you are. Tonight: Take off ASAP.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

% % %% Your sensitivity comes through
during a conversation. In fact, you
might want to help too much, if that is
possible. Understand what is going on
before you jump in. An associate or
loved one gives you powerful feedback.
Tonight: Dinner for two.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

4-Positive; 3-

%k k%K Others come through for
you. Someone has a soft spot in his or
her heart for you. Be careful with this
person, as his or her feelings could be
. easily hurt. Your nurturing could be
misinterpreted. Quit daydreaming about
more meaningful work. Go out and
make it so. Tonight: Say "yes."
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
%% Your responsiveness to associ-
ates could cause a problem in your per-
sonal life. Slow down and make time
for someone key who makes a differ-
ence in your life. Gain a different per-
spective by not jumping to conclusions.
Tonight: Easy does it.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
%% %K% Your innovative style mag-
netizes many. Use this gift not only in
your personal life but also professional-
ly. You seem to have the answers. You
could mix work and your personal life.

Careful. Tonight: Have a ball.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
%% % You find yourself in demand. The
resulting pressure might be a little diffi-
cult to handle or juggle. Bosses want
something. A key appearance could be
in store. You want some time at home

and with family. Can you do it all?

others

Tonight: Chill out and recuperate.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
*Kk%x%% Your ability to organize,
clear your desk and make sense of what
cannot
Conversations about security and funds

marks your day.

have their place, but make time to enjoy
those around you. Tonight: Hook up

with friends at a favorite spot.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
*% %% You have a way of phrasing
requests that delights those around you.
Others seem only too happy to pitch in
or respond. You might need to bottom

out about a relationship before you
make a worthwhile decision. Tonight:

want to.

Stick to your budget, even if you don't

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% k%% You have a way about you,
with the Moon in your sign. Use this
lunar magnetism to zero in on what you
want. Your intuition serves you with a

monetary risk. Talk and get feedback.
Note how everyone wants to please

desires.

Andress (1936)

s

BORP:I TODAY
Actor Bruce Willis (1955), actress
Glehn Close (1947), actress Ursula

you! Tonight: What ever the Fish

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www jacquelinebigar.com.
(c) 2004 by King Features Syndicate Inc

*Background checks and
Drug screens required

1224 N. Hoban St.,
NBC Plaza I, Ste. 11
Pampa, TX 79065
Phone (806) 665-2991

HIRING Sports Industry
Const. Super. Up to
$50K, track tech, no exp.
nec. Benefits & Bonuses.
Apply 94 Main St., Pan-
handle, Tx. 537-3526.

NOW taking applications
for Delivery & Shop per-
sons. Apply at 801 W.
Francis, Pampa.

OPENING for mature, de-
pendable cashier. Hours
Sam-lpm & 6pm-10pm
daily. Apply at 1020 E.
Frederic.

SIVALLS, Inc. is looking
for a Lay-Out Fabricator
and Welder Fabricators.
Welding and drug tests
are  required. 806-665-
7111, Pampa, Tx.

LVN  Charge Nurse
needed full-time. Must be
able to work 4 on/ 2 off.
Benefits: insur., retire-
ment, meals furnished.
Apply in person, St
Ann's  Nursing Home,
Panhandle.

PHARMACY Tech, will
train. Keyboarding a
must, honest, dependable.
Apply at Heard-Jones,
downtown Pampa.

OFFICE clerk. Must have
own transportation, com-
puter skills, filing, organi-
zation, multi-tasked, gen-
eral office equip.. Apply
in person at West Texas
Landscape, 120 S. Hobart,
to Brenda Sircy.

OUTREACH Health
Services needs a provider
in Pampa for handicap
person, 24 hrs. per wk.
Call 1-800-800-0697.

CROW HOLLOW - has
the following™ position
open: Cowboy / Pen Rid-
er. Please fax resume to
806-856-5374, or apply
3900 County Rd. 23, Hed-
ley, Tx. (2.5 mi. west of
Hadley), or contact Cattle
Manager, Danpny . Glas-
gow, at 806-662-1529.
Crow Hollow offers great
pay & good benefits.

SONIC Drive-In of Pam-
pa is now accepting’ appli-
cations for assistant man-
agers and crew members
for all shifts and posi-
tions. Apply in person at
1404 Hobart. EOE

*Optical*
We are searching for an
energetic individual to
join our staff. Previous
eyecare experience a plus
but training provided to
the right person
Computer exp. helpful.
Vision Source
1324 N. Banks
Pampa, Tx. or
Fax 806-665-3511

PANHANDLE Commun-
ity Serv. is taking appli.
for Drivers for the trans-
portation dept. You may
apply at 411 N. Cuyler.
DEALERSHIP
MECHANIC
WANTED
Education &
Experienced
preferred.
Must Have Own
Hand Tools
Apply at
HERGERT FORD,
INC.
420 S. Main-Perryton
806-435-7676
Ask for Garry

CALDWELL Production
needs Shop Mechanic and
Rig Operator. Steady

work.. Exp req. 6 pd. holi-
days & | week pd. vaca-
tion per yr. 665-8888 or
apply 2 mi. W. on Hwy
60, Pampa.
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50 Su
White House Lumber
101 S. Ballard
669-3291

HOUSTON LUMBER
420 W. Foster
669-688 |

&
&

380 Caliber Auto Berser.
New in box
$250.
Call 665-0007

60 Household

$202 QN mattress set,
brand new never used
with warranty, QN Pillow
top double sided mattress
set new, still pkgd, warr,
list $550, sell $236, Full
Pillow top Double sided
mattress  set new, still
pkgd, warr, List $400, sell
$208, Full size mattress
set new, never used %180,
$230 King mattress set,
brand new, still pkgd,
warranty, $268 King Pil-
low top mattress set,
brand new, still pkgd.
warranty, Queen Cherry
sleigh bed, new, still
boxed, List $750 sell
$399, new 7 pc QN cherry
wood bdrm set wisleigh
bed, still boxed, sell $999,
new 7 pc QN Pinewood
bdrm set w/4 poster bed,
still boxed, $999. Call
806-517-1050.

69 Misc.

el W e
ADVERTISING Materi-
al to be placed in the
Pampa News MUST be
placed through the Pam-
pa News Office Only.

HAVE Extra pounds you
need to loose? Weight
Loss, Weight Gain, Main
tain  Weight or Overall
better health. Put cash in
your pocket. Same prod-
ucts do it all. Guarantee
Results! Call  806-665-
8014 or 800-687-1218.

MURRAY Mini Bike, 3.5
hp., oversize tires. Excel-
lent condition. Call 806-
665-4244.

HP Laser Printer Imonth
new, still under warranty.
Model 3300 $290. Call
665-0007

69a Garage Sales

2309 Dogwood. Sat. 9:00-
4:00. Golf clubs, "golf
bags, furniture, Hitachi 5
color t.v., clothing, misc.

FRI. 12 noon-5 p.m., Sat.

8-5 p.m. 2229 N. Dwight
Beds, dinette. Lots of
miscs

1620 N. Faulkner, Fri.
7:30-2. Wooden train set
w/table, stroller, carseat,
nice toys, floral queen and
star wars full comforter
sels, men's pants sz
34/32, boys and ladies
clothes, table saw, router,

601 POWELL, Now thru
Sat. noon. New Merchan-
dise! Lots of Crafts,
books, from baby items to
size 2x, drapes, blinds.

ESTATE Sale: Furniture,
space heater, tools, chain
saw, table saw. boat, mo
tor, trailer, lots of misc
933 S. Dwight. Thurs. &
Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

SPRING  Break  Sale
2705 Comanche. Fri
8am-6pm. Sat. 8am-2pm.
Immaculate girls clothing

sz. 10-14, nice chest of
drawers, oak loveseat
rocker, wooden leaded

glass door with hardware,
queen, full & twin com
forter bed sets, nice ladies
& men’s clothing, tons of
superior household items!
& lots of misc

MOVING Sale Friday
9:00-4:00. 1420 Williston.
Antiques, scroll saw &

lots of misc!

2409 Navajo
Saturday. Only!
Supersingle waterbed,
hide-a-bed, lots of misc

3 Family Yard Sale. Fur
niture and much more
Fri. 8-4 p.m.. 705 E. Den-
ver.

1616 Mary Ellen, Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-?7 Years of accumu
lation. lots of sr. women's
clothes & shoes

FRI 19th & Sat 20th, 8-5
Inventory & equipment
sale. Post Office Service
Station 123 S. Ballard

70 Musical

T b e
PEARL Drumset w/rack .
lots of extras, like new
$2500. Upright piano w/
bench $800. 665-5660

75 Feeds/Seeds

RED-TOP ‘*Cane, fine
stem. Priced on delivery
Call 806-274-6620, 898
32217.

e ey S B e e
77 l,ivestJEquiB.

45 yearling Black Angus
bulls. Sires Rep. Basin
Max 602C, Sleep Easy.
GT Max. Schurr Top Su
preme, Fame, Fly Travel
er, 1680 Precision, Battle
Cry. Low to moderate
BW. thick and beefy. 80
hd of purebred angus ht
being bred now 1o Sleep
Easy and Northern Im
provement.  Deliver in
Oct. after preg check and
all shots, Contact Thomas
Angus, Gordon Thomas,
Reydon, Ok. 580-655-
4318 or 580-497-7217
HORSES For Sale!
Yearlings & Up

1991 Dodge | Ton with
hay spikes. 662-4013

80 Pets & Suppl.
R et
FREE Pomeranian, fe

male, spayed. Call 848
2316.

95 Furn. Apts.

)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair  Housing
Act, which makes it ille-
gal to advertise "any
preference, limitation, or
discrimination
of race, color, religion,
sex. handicap, familial
status or national origin,
or intention 1o make any
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination.”
State law also forbids
discrimination based on
these factors. We will
not  knowingly accept
any advertising for real
estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. All per-
sons are hereby in
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis

because

I bdr. apt., turn. or un-
furn. Starting at $275. All
utilities pd. Courtyard
Apts., 1031 N. Sumner.
669-9712.

Beautifully furn. |
bdrs. starting at $350.
We pay gas & water,
you pay elec. 3&6 mo.
leases. Pool & laundry
on site,

Caprock Apts.
1601 W. Somerville
665-7149
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat 10-4

Beautifully furn. 1
bdrs. starting at $350.
We pay gas & water,
you pay elec. 3&6 mo.
leases. Pool & laundry
on site.
Caprock Apts.
1601 W. Somerville
665-7149
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat 10-4

EFFI. apt. $300 mo.. bills
pd. Rooms $24.50 day,
$100 wk. & up, air, tv. ca
ble. phone. 669-3221

EXTRA clean | bd. with
appliances. Quiet neigh
borhood. Mature Renters
Only! 665-8525

A RIS
96 Unfurn. Apts.
R R A R S

CAPROCK
Apartments
Has incredible specials
on |, 2, & 3 bdrm. Start
ing at only $290. 3-12
mo. lease available
* Pool
* Laundry
* Wash/ dryer hook-ups
* Club room
* On-site management
* SOFTENED WATER
M-F 8:30-5:30, Sat. 10-4
1601 W. Somerville
806-665-7149

Full & Part-Time

Outside Sales Representatives
For local Pampa, TX area.

Prior outside sales experience a plus.
Applicants must be sales oriented and customer
service driven, Excellent earnings potential through
our commission based pay structure. Outstanding
benefits package that includes a company matched 401 (K)
Interested applicants may apply in person

Sav-On Office Supplies
1201 N. Hobart Street, Suite 2JS

Pampa, TX 79065

e-mail: ; )
mail or fax resume to, HR Dept
PO Box 1657, Ft. Worth, TX 76101

fax: (817) 568-5279

av--0n

Successful National Retailer is seeking

96 Unfurn. Apts.
DOGWOOD Apts. | bdr.,
furn. and 2 bdr. unfurn

References & deposit req
669-9817, 669-298 |

GWENDOLEN Plaza
Apts., 1&2 bdr. Gas / wa
ter pd. 3, 6 mo.-lyr. lease
800 N. Nelson, 665-1875
172 Off Deposit Special

PAMPA
MANOR

SENIORS OR DISABLED
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
WD CONNECTIONS

.@ 2700 N. HOBART

665-2828
UNDER new mgt., Lake
view Apt. 1.2.3 bdr. apt
avail., 2 bdr. completely
furn. Pets allowed w/ dep
Ref., dep. req. 669-2981.
e

98 Unfurn. Houses

)
PICK up rental list from
Gray Box on front porch
of 125 §. Houston. Up
date each Fri.

NEW Mgmt.! N&L In
vestments. |, 2 & 3 brm.,
apts., duplexes. homes &
commer. prop. 665-4274.

1141 Juniper CH&A. 428
N. Cuyler CH&A. Need
refrences. 669-2080

2721 Sale or Rent. Brick,
covered patio.c h/a, Irg

tenced yard, Irg.
room/den. 665-6719.
NICE 2 bdr., | ba., hardw.

floors, new cent. h&a, Irg
back yard no fence, 1336
Terrace. Randal 806-669
2079, 817-715-1829

99 Stor. Bldgs.
TUMBLEWEED

self storage units. Various
665-0079, 665-

Acres,

SIZES,

2450.
102 Bus. Rent. Prop.

OFFICE Space for rent,
ask about 3° months free
rent. 669-6841

LOWEST Rents in City!
Downtown locations
stores,  warchouses,  rec

facilities Call 665-4274"!

OFFICE  Space.  Shop
Area, Warehouse & Yard
Call 669-3279

103 Homes For Sale
T e

Twila Fisher
Century 21 Pampa Realty
665-3560). 663-1442
669-0007

1301 Duncan. 3 bedroom
house with apartment in
back. Call 662-7118

1524 N. Zimmers, 3/2/2
Over 1700 sq. 1. S8S.000
665-8635 N

Serous Inguires On

2 bedroon recer
decorated. 72% | "
owner will carm watt
down payment. H65-2h47
3 bdr., new vinyl
new paint. ¢. heat & air

fenced, patio. cellar, - gar
C-21 Realtor 665-4180

FOR* Sale By Owner. 4
BR.. 2 bath. GameRm
Glass  porch.  $80,500
(806) 898-6372. Call for
Appt

LARGE | bedroom with
carport & storage owner
will  carry  with  $500
down, $200 mo 665-4842

LRG. 3 bdr.. 2 ba.. cedar
closets, new inside paint,
lots stor. $36.500. Will

carry 20% dn. 665-1193

MAKE Offer. 2 bdr., |
ba.. fenced vyard., 1308
Duncan. As is. 620-544

9280 or 620-544-7239

PRICE
REDUCED!!
817 N. WELLS
NICE FAMILY
HOME!!

3 bedroom
2 bath
I car garage
$30,000
Or make
offer!!!!
+Jim Davidson
Century 21
Pampa Realty
669-0007

115 Trailer Parks

TUMBLEWEED
Storm  Shelters,
stor.  bldg. avail
0079, 665-2450

120 Autos

Doug Boyd Motor Co
"On The Spot Financing
821 W. Wilks 669-6062

Acres.
fenced
665

ACCEPTING Sealed Bids
on |988 Buick
FCU reserves the right to
reject any and all hds
Call 835-2773

Lefors

1993 Plymouth Voyager
very nice. $2000 obo. Call
665-7792

FOR sale 1973 Ford Mav

erick. Runs good, new
tires. 665-8784
121 Trucks
1993 Chev. pu. extended
cab  4x4-$3200. 2000
Z71- $10800. Call 835

2713



http://www.panhandlegrdundwaler
http://w
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Top O’ Texas CattleWomen
select Ag Family of the Year

Saturday, March 20, is National Ag Day,
hosted by the Agriculture Council of America -
a time to recognize and celebrate the contribu-
tion of agriculture in Americans’ lives.

As part of the local celebration of March 20
as National Ag Day and March 14-20 as
National Ag Week, Top O’ Texas CattleWomen
selected their president’s family as the the Ag
Family of the Year.

Liz and Joe Austin of Wheeler represent a
large segment of the agriculture industry who
have full time jobs, but love the land and a
lifestyle that is close to nature.

The Austins own and operate a small family
ranch just north of Wheeler in Wheeler County.
This land has been in the Austin family for the
better part of a century. Joe and Liz reside in
town and commute to the farm every evening
to check on the livestock.

Joe has been employed by the U.S. Postal
Service for 23 years and is a rural letter carrier.

Liz has been employed by the Bank of

Commerce in McLean as the financial account-
ing director for nearly two years. Before work-
ing for Bank of Commerce, Liz worked for the
Wheeler County Extension Service for five
years. They have two children — sons Payton,
10, and Korbin, 3.

The Austin Ranch is located approximately
five miles north of Wheeler. Part of the land is
located on Sweetwater Creek. James Reginald
Austin purchased the property in the late 1920s.
Since that time, the land has remained in the
Austin family, passed on generation by genera-
tion.

Joe and Liz volunteer countless hours to the
Wheeler 4-H program. Their oldest son Payton
is active in 4-H. He exhibits cattle, sheep and
swine in local, county and state livestock shows
and some jackpot shows. He’s also active in the
Foods and Nutrition project. Liz coaches
Payton in the kitchen and at the sewing

machine. Payton is active in the Santa
Gertrudis Association and is a junior member
of Premier Santa Gertrudis of Texas. He owns
a registered Santa Gertrudis show heifer which

is expecting a first calf. With the support of

family and friends, Payton is starting his own
Gertrudis herd. He also belongs to the Texas
Junior Livestock Association, the Texas Club
Lamb Association, and the Texas Club Calf
Association.

Liz currently serves as president of the Top
O’ Texas CattleWomen. She has been a mem-
ber of the club for six years and has served as
president for the past two years. She is also
involved in Texas CattleWomen, serving as
State Ag Day Chairman this year. She often
helps educate and promote beef throughout the
Panhandle counties by conducting demonstra-
tions, promoting beef at health fairs and serving
samples of nutritious beef products. Lize was
instrumental in teaming up with TOTCW with
the National MS Society to help conduct the
2003 MS Beefathon. Liz and several local cat-
tlewomen helped man the phone banks
throughout the televised Beefathon.

Liz and Joe are also active in the Wheeler
Livestock Boosters organization, where Liz
serves as vice president. She is involved in the
Wheeler County Livestock Show Association
as well. She has been a member of the stock
show board for three years and currently holds
the office of board secretary. She can often be
seen helping out during the County Junior
Livestock Show and Auction from year to year.

The Austins occasionally get the opportuni-
ty to enjoy the beauty of their land by having
family picnics on Sweetwater Creek with fish-
ing and deer watching. They allow friends and
family to visit the small ranch for wildlife
viewing of deer, turkey, wild hogs, dove and
quail. They also extend limited hunting privi-
leges to family and friends.

(Courtesy photo)

Joe Austin and his sons, 3-year-old Korbin and Payton, 10, Payton who is fol-
lowing in his parents’ footsteps, takes part in numerous agricultural activities.

Crude oil passes $38 a barrel;
higher gasoline prices possible

WASHINGTON (AP) —
As oil prices jump to a 14-year
high, there is growing specula-
tion that gasoline this summer
could reach a national average
of $2 per gallon, and even
higher in some regions.

Dwindling stockpiles and
increasing demand have put

windling stockpiles and increasing
demand have put new pressure on
both crude oil and gasonni prices.

(Courtesy photo)

Liz and Joe Austin, Top O’ Texas CattleWomen’s Ag Family of the Year.
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new pressure on both crude oil
prices and the tab at the gas
pump, analysts said.

Separate surveys this week
had the national average of
gasoline at $1.72 a gallon for
regular grade and $1.77 a gal-
lon for all grades. That is a 26-

cent increase since the first of

the year, according to the
Lundberg Survey, which
tracks prices at 8,000 stations.

Crude oil closed
Wednesday on the New York
Mercantile  Exchange at
$38.18 a barrel, the highest
since October 1990. It had
peaked during Wednesday
trading at $38.35, a level not
reached since it briefly neared
$40 a barrel
before the start of the Iraq war
a year ago.

The high cost of crude is
causing refiners to shy away
from buying oil, analysts say.
It also is leaving inventories of
crude as well as petroleum
products, including gasoline,
at levels well below normal.
That, in turn, is putting pres-
sure on prices

a few weeks

just

“We have very low crude
inventory stocks, low gasoline
inventory right now. ... We're
not seeing the buildup (of
stocks) in the rate we normally
said Ed Silliere, vice
president of risk management
at Energy Merchant Corp.

“It's a viewpoint that the
market will have better supply
down the road,” he said,
adding that refiners at today’s
crude prices do not want to
take on more oil than they can
use.

While crude inventories
actually increased slightly last
week, stocks of gasoline
declined by 800,000 barrels to
nearly 10 million barrels
below the five-year average
for this time of year, according
to the Energy Information
Administration.

The agency said refiners
were producing gasoline at a
rate of 8.6 million barrels a
day, the most since the week
before Christmas. But
demand also has risen.

Overall, motorists used an
average of 8.9 million barrels

see,”

of gasoline a day over the past
month, 4.5 percent more than
the same time a year ago, the
agency said in its weekly
report.

Gasoline stocks fell to
199.6 million barrels last
week, declining for the first
time since Nov. 28 to below
200 million barrels, the report
said.

The agency, which uses a
different survey method than
Lundberg’s, put the price of
regular-grade gasoline at
$1.72 a gallon last week, a
decline of 1.4 cents from the
week before. Prices in some
regions were much higher —
an average of $2.10 a gallon in
California, for example.

Analysts expect gasoline
prices to go still higher as the
summer  driving  season
approaches, probably eclips-
ing $2 a gallon on a national
average.

On the Net:

Energy Information
Administration:
www.eia.doe.gov

mira 5300

Posturepedic® Support
Only From Sealy

FULL
SET

'449

1499 % 749

FREE DELIVERY AND
FREE REMOVAL OF
YOUR OLD MATTRESS

TWIN 5299

SEALY 259
*399

POSTURE s
‘649

KING
SET

PREMIER oueen
PLUSH

SEALY “PILLOW-TOP”
399 = *449 °"*499

TWIN
SET

FULL
SET

- MONDAY - SATURDAY 9:00 TO 5:30 « PHONE 665-1623

s FURNITURE

210 N. Cuyler In Downtown Pampa
- -: : I____ 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST rinancing with Approved Credit



http://www.eia.doe.gov

