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Texans can thank G erm an im m igrants to the s t i te  fo r introducing the 
practice of holiday tree trim m ing . Se ttle rs  in Pri rice So lm s Braunfels' 
colony spent m ost of C h ris tm as  Eve  1 8 4 5 , th e ir f irs t C h ris tm as in the 
state, decorating native cedar trees. The idea q u ickly  spread and was 
quite com m on by the early  19 0 0 s , about the tim e w hen  Em m ie and Ella 
Curry posed for th is C h ris tm as  portra it. (Ph'oto courtesy o f The 
Institute of Texan  C u ltu res , E lizabeth  Koch  C o llectio n , ca . 1 9 0 2 .) |

Dashing Through The Lore of Texas 
Christmas Past

By Charlene Blohm 
San Antonio, Texas---A long 

with feats of goose and plum 
pudding, a large serving of oral 
history is dished out each year as 
fam ilies gather around the 
dinner table to share ta les of 
Christm as' past.

Texan s have w itnessed  a 
m irade of holiday trad itions 
throughout the sta te 's  h isto ry , 
som e of w h ich  w ere  established 
as long as four centu ries ago. 
Accord ing  to reasearchers at 
The U n iversity  of Texas Institu te

G.O.P. Gains Favor With Texans
On Novem ber 2 1 , on the front 

page of the D a llas M orning 
N ew s, a past election poll 
co n c lu d ed '"fo r the firs t tim e in 
h isto ry ...m o re  Texan s now  
i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  
R e p u b l i c a n s  t h a n  a s  
D em ocrats.

T h e  n o n p a r t is o n  p o ll ,  
conducted by Harte-Hanks 
Com m unications and Texas 
A&M  U niversity , found that of 
the 8 0 7  adults questioned. 49  
percent considered them selves 
as either strong Repub licans, 
w e a k  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  o r 
independents leaning toward

the G .O .P . A pproxim ate ly  33  
percent identified them selves as 
strong or w eak  D em ocrats or 
independents leaning tow ard  
the D em ocrat Party . The 
rem aining 18 percent did not 
identify w ith  either party.

The poll supports Presidentia l 
pollster Robert Teeter who 
recently  surm ised that a m ajor 
r e a l ig n m e n t  to w a r d  th e  
Republican Party  is occuring 
n a tio n a v id e .

W ith a gain of four U .S . 
C o n g re ssm e n , o n e  S ta te  
Senato r, and fifteen  S tate

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  T e x a s  
Repub licans registered the 
m sost s ign ifican t ga ins across 
the boards of any state in the 
nation. On the local level the 
G .O .P . picked up ju s t over one 
hundred new  o ffic ia ls  including 
tw enty-th ree  judges, nineteen 
county com m issioners, seven 
tax assesso rs , eight sh e riffs , 
eight ju s t ice s  of the peace, 
th irty-tw o  constab les, and tw o 
public w eighers.
In fo rm a t io n  fro m  G eo rg e  
S tra k e 's  o ffice  (Repub lican  
Chairm an of Texas)

POTENTIAL WASTE SITE IN 
MCMULLEN COUNTY

Water To Be High Priority For 69th 
Legislature Session According to Shaw

A ll of us in W est Texas  w ho 
have experienced the hardships 
o f d ro u g h t f ir s th a n d  can  
understand the intensify ing 
concern acro ss  the sta te  to 
protect and consereve our w ater 
for future generations.

One of the m ost s ign ifican t 
and critica l challenges facing 
leg islators in the upcom ing 
session w ill be to  reach an 
agreem ent on a long-term  w ater 
plan for Texas.

if  w e continue on our present 
course , experts estim ate that

shortly  a fte r the turn  of the 
century our dem and fo r w ater 
w ill exceed our total supply by an 
a l a r m in g  a m o u n t .  
Consequently , w e  w ill no longer 
be able to have as m uch w ater as 
w e  w a n t w henever w e  w a n t it.

W hat w a s  once considered to 
be str ic tly  a W est Texas problem , 
h o w e v e r , h a s  b e co m e  a 
sta tew ide issue. T h is  sum m er, 
the drought spread across Texas 
forcing nearly 1 0 0  c ities  to 
in s t i t u t e  v o lu n t a r y  an d  
m andatory lim its on w ater

consum ption .
Leg islators tim e and again 

have attem pted to reso lve the 
w ater issue to no avail. S in ce  
1 9 6 6 , T e x a s  v o te rs  have  
rejected bond proposals to 
develop and contro l w ater 
resources three tim es. You may 
recall from  last session  a 
com prehensive w a te r package 
met w ith  bitter defeat in the 
closing days of the seassion 
w h e n  H o u se  and  S e n a te  
conferees fa iled  to reach a

(A u stin )... M r. Jo h n  S im ek , 
C h a ir m a n  o f th e  T e x a s  
Low -Level Rad ioactive W aste 
D isposal A utho rity , announced 
today that the A utho rity  has 
signed a contingency con tract to 
purchase a 365-acre  trac t of 
land in M cM ullen  County , 
located approxim ately 20  m iles 
northw est o f T ilden , T exas . The 
Authority w ill begin drilling 
w ith in  a fe w  days to determ ine 
u n d e r l y in g  g e o lo g i c a l  
fo rm ations and groundw ater 
c o n d i t io n s .  P r e l im in a r y  
archaelo log ical, w ild life , and 
plant su rveys w ill a lso  be

perform ed on the s ite . Pu rchase 
of the land w ill depend upon the 
resu lts  of the site  exploration 
w ork .

The M cM ullen C ounty s ite  w ill 
be the sixth  trac t of land w h ich  
the A uthority  has exam ined in 
detail. Four of the s ix  s ites failed 
to m eet the s tr ic t techn ica l 
criteria  established by the 
A uthority  or w ere  unavailab le 
from  the landow ner. The other 
potential site is located in 
D im m it County , three m iles 
south of A sherton , Texas . The 
A uthority  is continu ing its

search for other su itab le s ites.
T h e  T e x a s  L o w - L e v e l  

R ad ioactive W aste D isposal 
A uthority  is a state agency 
w h ich  w as created in 1981 to 
develop a site  for the disposal of 
low -level rad ioactive w aste s  
generated in Texas . Low -level 
rad ioactive w aste  includes 
m ateria ls contam inated w ith  
rad ioactiv ity  from  hosp ita ls , 
la b o r a t o r ie s ,  a n d  o th e r  
industries w h ich  handle or 
process rad ioactive m ateria ls , 
but does not include spent fuel 
from  nuclear power plants.
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The month of Novem ber 
started off w ith  the FFA -FH A  
party in the Vo. Ag. Build ing. 
The party w as a big su ccess . 
The party included a m ovie and 
hot dogs. The FFA  entered tw o  
team s in the d istrict leadership 
contest in Snyder. The Ju n io r 
Conducting team placed 3rd and 
w ill receive a d istrict banner. 
M em bers of the team w ere  Will 

P M n izy ; President; Harold 
o a rn e s . V ice  President; Monte 
F lo y d , S e c re ta ry ; D a v id  
Holm es, Treasurer; Sam m y 
Harris, Reporter; Herry Fryer, 
S e n t in e l; R a y  M a rt in e z , 
Advisor. The Senior Chapter

The Borden Star 
Publication No. 895520 
(USPS 895-520)
Publication No. 895520
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Barbara Anderson
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Christmas and New Years, 
on Wednesday at Gail,

' Borden County, Texas 79738, 
Box 137, Kincaid Street, 
Second Class postage paid at 
Gail, Texas.

Any errors that we make 
reflecting on the reputation 
or standing of any Firm, 
Corporation, or individual 
that m ay appear in the 
columns of the Borden Star 
will be gladly corrected  
when called to the attention 
of the staff.

Subscription Rates:
$8.00 per year

Borden Star Owners 
Jam es McLeroy, Barbara 
Anderson, Doris Rudd, Pat 
Porter, Bob Dyess, Edna 
Miller, Ruth Weathers, Mrs. 
Nathan Zant, Sonny Tucker, 
Eddie Simer, Loreen Jones, 
Martin Parks, Dan Turner, 
Lela Porter, and Marge 
Toombs.

Conducting team  consisted  o f 
Doyce Taylor, President; J e f f  
Covington, V ice  President; 
S im ona Benavidez, Secre ta ry ; 
Shaw n  Parker, Reporter; Je r ry  
G reen , T reasure r,; C h ris  Coo ley, 
Sen tin e l,; D arryl Hodnett, 
Advisor. Th is  team also  placed 
3rd and also  w ill receive a 
d istrict banner.

The Vo Ag. Sen io rs com pleted 
a 16 foot flatbed tra iler fo r the 
Borden High Schoo l. The 
seniors did a very good job and 
the trailer is expected to last for 
many years.

The FFA  would like to thank 
B o rd e n  C o u n ty  an d  th e  
surrounding areas for all their 
support of the FFA -FH A  sausage 
and fru it sa les. The change in 
fru it type from Texas C itru s  to 
Florida w as due to the freeze last 
w in ter. W e hope that the fru it 
w a s  satis facto ry  and w e  w ill 
appreciate your support in the 
future .

-s-Robin Hood- Reporter

BORDEN COUNTY 
Basketball Tournament 

GIRLS BRACKET
DECEMBER 13. 14, 15 

_____BYE

FF A  S E N IO R S  W ITH  N EW  H A N D  M A D E T R A IL E R  
L to R Back-Cam  S to n e , M ichael D ouglass, K irb y W illiam s, D ennis 
Buchanan. Front-Doug A dam s, Robin Hood and G len Bacon.

F.F.A. Enjoys Busy November
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LOOP

Teri B illington kept Borden 's 
Lad y  C o y o te s ' u n d e fe a te d  
season alive Tuesday night as 
she led the team  in s ix  of seven 
categories in a narrow  3 5 -2 4  
w in  at Loop. Shooting w a s  ju st 
as cold inside as the tem perature 
w a s  outside as Borden could 
m anage to hit 3 of 16 fie ld  goal 
attem pts the firs t half and w ere 
tied w ith  the Longhorns 12-12 . 
Turnovers also victim ized  the 
Lady Coyotes as they w ere  guilty 
of 23  for the gam e, 9 com ing in 
the firs t quarter. Teri, w ho  led in 
scoring w ith  18 points, did m ost 
of the damage to Loop in the last 
quarter w here she had 9 points,
6 rebounds, and 5 steals. For the 
gam e, Kelli W illiam s and Becky 
M assingill each had 6 points. 
Jean e tte  M assingill had 3 , and 
Sh aw n a Vaughn, w ho  fouled

Jr. High Boys
The Ju n io r High boys lo stthe ir 

f i r s t  g am e a t th e  S a n d s  
Tournam ent, but cam e back to 
w in  the second gam e and 
capture third place.

The f irs t  game loss w as to the 
Sand s team  2 7 -1 6 . Randell 
Hollis led all Coyote scorers w ith  
eight points and C h ris  K ilm er 
had s ix . Cody Cooley and J im  
Ridenour had tw o  each to end

Borden Jr. High
"W e  played good enough to 

w in  and sure enough w e  d id " , 
said a happy Coach  Frisb ie . The 
C oyotes zone defense m ade the 
South land  team  shoot from  the 
outside and th is allow ed A lex  
Lem ons and Randell H o llis to 
contro l the defensive boards.

J im  R io s and J im  R idenour 
put p re ssu re  on th e  tw o  
South land  guards thus causing 
m any tournovers that lead the

out at the beginning of the third 
quarter, and Kim  Turner each 
added a free th row . Teri led in 
field goal percentage hitting 5 of 
8 for 63  percent and also led in 
free th row  percentage m aking 8 
of 10 for 80  percent. Kelli w as

second in free throw  percentage 
making 2 of 3 for 6 7  percent. 
Teri led in rebounds w ith  11 
fo llow ed by Kelli and Shaw na 
w ith  4  each. Kelli led in ass is ts  
w ith  3 as Becky and Teri each 
added 1. Teri also had the 
few est turnovers w ith  only 1.

N ext gam e for the Lady 
Coyotes is in the Highland 
Tournam ent against Novice. 
Gam e tim e is se t fo r  1 :0 0  Friday. 
They w ill then play at either 7 :0 0  
that night or at 8 :0 0  Satu rday 
morning.

Win Third Place
the scoring .

In the second gam e, the 
Coyote team  beat the Grady 
squad 3 1 -2 2 . Again  Randell 
Hollis w as the high point man 
w ith  14. A lex Lem ons and Cody 
Cooley put in s ix  points each, 
w h ile  J im m y  R io s and J im  
R idenour had tw o  each and 
C h ris  K ilm er ended the scoring 
w ith  one point.

Slays Southland
scores.

Cody Coo ley had sixteen 
points to  lead both team s. 
J im m y  R io s had eleven, A lex 
Lem ons had four, J im  Ridenour 
and Lance T e lch ik  had tw o  each 
w h ile  Randell Hollis and Chris 
K ilm er had one point each to end 
the scoring . O ther team 
m em bers that played were 
Ja m e s  S m ith , Pat Duenes, and 
Cody Stone.

Cooking Corner
December 17-21, 1984

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Spaghetti with Meat 
Cheese 
Cole Slaw 
Beans
Mixed Fruit 
Hot Bread 
Milk

Turkey & Dressing 
Cranberry Sauce 
Vegetable Salad 
Mashed Potatoes 
Cherry Cobbler 
Hot Rolls 
Milk

Christmas Holidays - No School

Christmas Holidays - No School

Salad Bar

Friday Christmas Holidays - Ho School

■.! !uh

Jr. High Girls
Extend BOYS PLAY FOR THIRD IN 

Win Streak TOURNEY
The Borden C ounty M issy 

Coyotes m et their toughest 
challenge in d istrict thus fa r and 
handled it w e ll w ith  a 2 8 -1 7  w in  
over South land M onday night. 
Th is  raised the g irls record 
2 8 -1 7  w in  over South land 
M onday night. T h is  raised the 
girls record to 5-0 for the season 
and 3-0 in d istrict.

Borden got out to a s lo w  sta rt, 
fa lling  behind 4-6  the firs t 
quarter but out scored the 
Eag les 11-5  the second quarter 
to hold a 15-11 lead at half. 
South land pulled to w ith in  tw o  
entering the final stanza but 
Borden 's defense rose to the 
occasion holding South land 
score less in the last period w h ile  
hitting 9 points of their ow n . 
Susan  G w inn  led in scoring w ith  
10 fo llow ed clase by Lisha 
Sternadel w ith  9 . E lv ira  Balague 
hit 4 , K risti A dcock  had 3 , and 
Kate Phinizy hit 2.

N ext game for the J r .  High w ill 
be at N ew  Hom e. M onday, 
Decem ber 17 . G am e tim e is set I 
fo r 6 :0 0 . Th is  w ill be the last 
game for the J r .  High before the 
C h ristm as break.

Jr. High Girls 
Win

Sands Tourney
Borden J r .  High traveled to 

A ckerly , Satu rday, fo r the Sands 
J r .  High Tournam ent. "S ta n d  
in "  coaches m ade their debut a 
good one as the J r .  High girls 
w on the cham pionship w ith  tw o 
w in s  over San d san d  G rady. Due 
to a co n flic t in  playing tim es, 
w ith  the high school in the 
Highland Tournam ent, Tam m y 
M ay and Peggy Frisb ie  led the 
M issy Coyotes to their th ird and 
fourth w in s  of the year.

In the f irs t gam e, Borden gave 
the fans Itheir m oneys w orth  as 
they escaped w ith  a 2 9 -2 7  
overtim e w in  over S and s. E lv ira  
Balague led in scoring w ith  10 
points fo llow ed by Susan  G w inn  
and K risti A dcock  w ith  6 each. 
Kate Ph in izy had 3  points and 
Lisha Sternadel and Rache l 
Rom ero had 2 apiece.

In the fin a ls . Borden played 
G rady, w ho  earlier had defeated 
Klondike to reach the title  game. 
Borden got out to a s lo w  sta rt, 
but cam e on in the second half, 
outscoring G rady 16-3  in the 
final tw o  quarters. In the 3 4 -1 6  
w in , Su sa n  G w inn  played her 
best gam e of her career as she 
controlled both ends of the floor 
and scored 16 points. Sh e  w as 
fo llow ed by E lv ira  Balague w ith  
6 points. Kate Phinizy and Lisha 
Sternadel hit 4  points, and K risti 
Adcock and Kandy B e lew  each 
had 2 .

Thanks to M iss M ay and M rs. 
Frisb ie for a great job and 
congratu lations to the Borden 
C o u n ty  J r .  H ig h  G i r l s ,  
undefeated cham ps of the Sands 
Tournam ent.

The Borden Coyotes won one 
game during the Highland 
Tournam ent. The Coyotes 
defeated Novice in the firs t 
game Friday 51-45  w ith  Chris 
Coo ley's 17 points leading the 
w ay. G iving help w a s  Robin 
Hood w ith  14 , B rie Turner w ith  
10 , M ike Douglass and M ickey 
Burkett had four, and Mike 
M urphy tossed in tw o  points.

The Coyotes cam e back six 
hours later to play Highland and 
w ere defeated 60-44 .

They could not stop their tall 
boy inside. Courtney GothardT” 
made All S tate  last year and w as

ju st too tall for our young men 
inside. G o th ard h a d 3 6 p o in tsto  
lead all scorers. For the C oyotes, 
Robin Hood had 16 , Brie Turner 
11 . Chris Cooley 10 , M ickey 
Burkett 4 , Cam  Stone 2 , and 
Mike M urphy 1.

In the game Saturday, the 
Coyotes faced the team from 
Sterling C ity  and lost 59 -51 . 
Borden w as doing fine until 
Hood and Burkett fouled out. 
C h ris  Cooley scored 21 points to 
lead both team s. Robin Hood 
had 1 5 , B rie  T u rn e r 1 0 , 
Douglass 3 , Burkett 2.

LADY COYOTES PLACE THIRD 
AT HIGHLAND
The Borden County Lady 

Coyotes traveled to Highland 
th is  past weekend and placed 
th ird w h ile  playing three games 
in 2 9  hours. The tournam ent 
also m arked the first loss of the 
year fo r Borden.

In the firs t game on Friday, the 
Lady Coyotes defeated Novice 
5 0 -2 9 . A fte r jum ping out to a 
14-3 firs t quarter lead. Borden 
increased their lead to a 28-11 
half tim e advantage. A  sagging 
defense by N ovice allowed the 
outside to open up as Kelly 
W illiam s and B ecky  M assingill 
led in scoring w ith  14  and 13 
p o in ts  re sp e c t iv e ly . T e r i 
B illington had 9 points fo llow ed 
b y  S h a w n a  V a u g h n  a n d  
Jean e tte  M assingill each w ith  6 . 
K im  Turner added a fie ld  goal fo r 
the total. B ecky  led in fie ld  goal 
percentage hitting 6 o f 8  for 6 7  
percent. Teri led in free th ro w  
percentage hitting 5 o f 9 for 56  
percent. Becky also led in ass is ts  
w ith  7 , and Jean e tte  and Teri led 
in rebounds w ith  8 . Jean e tte  
also led in stea ls w ith  4 .

Then the Lady Coyotes w ere  
delt their firs t defeat as they 
p la y e d  th e  h o m e  t e a m . 
H ighland, not long after they 
fin ished their firs t game. Borden 
did hold a s lim  lead in the second 
quarter before trailing by tw o  at 
half. Bu t fatigue set in as 
Highland outscored the Lady 
Coyotes 11-4  in the third 
quarter. Borden fought back in 
the finnal quarter and trailed by 
only 3  w ith  less than 2  m inutes 
rem aining. But Highland held on 
for the 3 5 -3 0  w in . Teri 
Billington led in fie ld  goal 
percentage hitting 5 of 8 for 63  
percent and w as second in 
scoring w ith  11 . Kelli W jljiam s

led in scoring w ith  13  points and 
led in free throw  percentage 
w ith  75  percent hitting 3 of 4 . 
Shaw na Vaughn has 2 points 
and led in rebounds w ith  1 5 . Teri 
led in steals w ith  4  and Becky 
M assingill had 4  points.

In the third p lace gam e, 
Borden jum ped out to a 37-16  
halftim e lead in a 5 5 -33  w in  over 
Sterling  C ity . The Lady Coyotes 
connected lopsided victo ry . 
Kelli W illiam s had the hot hand 
w ith  2 3  points, hitting an 
outstanding 9 o f 11 for 82 
percent and w as 2nd in free 
throw  scoring w ith  14  points lo 
despite playing less than 3 
quarters. She led field goal 
p e r c e n t a g e  h i t t in g  an  
outstanding 9 of 11 for 82T 
percent and w as 2nd in free 
throw  scoring w ith  14  points 
fo llow ed by Jeanette  M assingill 
w ith  6 , Becky M assingill and 
K im  Turner w ith  4 , and kCindy 
Balague and Sherry  Vaughn had 
2 each . Jean e tte  and Kim  were 
second in fie ld  goal percent 
h itting 6 7  percent and Jeane tte  
led in free th row  percent making 
2 of 2 . Sh aw n a  led in rebounds 
w ith  10  and Teri led in ass is ts  
w ith  3 . The v icto ry  w as bitter 
sw eet fo r the Lady C o yo tes, fo r 
after dropping a 4 5  point 
decision to Highland, the host 
Hornets defeated bronte the 
next night by 21 points in the 
fina ls.

Season record for Borden now 
stands at 8-1 w ith  next gam e 
against Ropes Tuesday night at 
home. They then play in the 
Borden Tournam ent Thursday 
through Satu rday. Tuesday. 
Decem ber 18 . Borden trave ls  to 
Roby for their last gam e before 
breaking for the holidays.
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of Texan C u ltures in S a n  
Antonio, Indian tribes near w hat 
is now  El Paso w ere  introduced 
to the relig ious pageantry of the 
holiday as early as 1 5 9 9  when 
th e  la d ie s  and nob lem en 
attached to Ju a  n O nate 's 
expedition enacted the m arch of 
the W ise Men to Bethlehem . 
D e d ic a te d  p a d re s , w h o  
accom panied early Spanish 
rhilitary expeditions, used to 
m iracle play, "Lo s  P a s to re s ,"  as 
an aid in teaching C h ristian ity .

Another Span ish  tradition 
dating back to the 16th century , 
w h ich  is still practiced today, is 
"F ie sta  de las ILum in arias ,"  or 
Festiva l of Lights. The soft 
sparkle of candles is sym bolic of 
the lighting to f the w ay for M ary 
and Joseph  as they traveled to 
Bethlehem . "F ie sta  de las 
Lum inarias" is celebrated each 
year along the banks of the 
Paseo del R io , or R ive r W alk, in 
San  Antonio, and on El Paso 's  
S c e n ic  D r iv e  w h e re  th e  
glittering lights cast a peaceful 
glow upon the base of the 
mountains.

Canary Islanders introduced 
the now popular Texas tradition 
'Las Posadas" to San Antonio in 
1 7 3 1 . "La s  Posad as" is a 
n in e - d a y  p r o c e s s io n
representing Jo se p h ’s search for 
"a  place of lodging" for M ary, 
who w as soon to give birth to the 
Christ Child .

The French observed their firs t 
Christm as in Texas in 1 6 8 6  as 
members of La S a lle 's  colony 
e x to lle d  th e  C h r is t m a s  
Holy-Days , including the 
singing of M idnight M ass, at 
their cam p on G arc itas Creek 
b e tw een  P o rt La v a ca  and 
V ictoria .

More than a century later, 
Jean  Lafitte and his pirates 
celebrated the holiday on 
Galveston Island. The rum and 
su g a r th ey  p illag ed  from  
m erchant ships sailing in the 
G u lf of M exico provided the 
basic ingredients fo r their 
C h r is t m a s  f e a s t .  T h e y  
reportedly spent m ost of the 
h o lid a y  d r in k in g , p lay in g  
practical jokes on one another 
and w riting  ribald jing les w h ich  
theysan g am id stm u ch  laughter.

Im m igrants from  Germ an by 
initiated many of the jo lly  
fo lkw ays w e now  associate w ith  
Christm as in Texas. The ritual of 
d e c o r a t in g  t r e e s  a t  
Christm astim e originated in 
Germ any in the M iddle Ages. 
Legend says that not only 
shepherds, but trees as w e ll, 
honored the birth of C h rist. The

gray, scraggiy spruce w a s  the 
ugliest of the trees, so the 
heavens took pity upon it and 
dropped stars from  the skies to 
light its branches, transform ing 
it into such a vision of beauty 
that the C h rist Ch ild  looked up 
and sm iled.

Prince So lm s B raunfe ls is 
credited w ith  transferring the 
Germ an custom  to Texas  by 
decorating the firs t C h ristm as 
tree . S in ce  the spruce isn 't 
native to the sta te , how ever, 
Germ an im m igrants substituted 
cedar trees w h ich  they adorned 
w ith  colored paper and lighted 
candles.

Another holiday trim m ing 
tradition established by Germ an 
settle rs is that of m istletoe. 
Regarded from ancient tim es as 
having m agical properties, the 
plant can still be found growing 
in Central Texas. Accord ing to 
fo lk lore , m isteletoe etiquette

directs that as each person is 
k issed , they are to pluck o ff a 
berry and when all the berries are 
gone, the kissing should end.

Red and green are favorite 
holiday colors and nowhere are 
they more recognized than in the 
poinsettia plant, w h ich  com es to 
us as the result o f negotiations 
between the governm ents of 
M exico and the United S tates . 
The firs t Am erican  am bassador 
to M exico , Jo e l R . Po insett, w as 
the country during C hristm as 
1 8 2 8  in an attem pt to purchase 
the territory of Texas . The 
am bassador becam e interested 
in a beatutiful M exican plant 
know n as " th e  flo w er of 
C hristm as E v e "  and brought it 
back to th is country.

Ju s t  as traditional yuletide 
ornam ents abound during the 
hoiiiday season, so , too, do 
c u s t o m a r y  m e a ls  a n d  
de licac ies ,. Som e of the more

A  mother lifts  her daughter to place the crow ning touch , a sm all flag , on 
th is fam ily 's  tree. Printed in a Germ an-language publication, the 
engraving 's description translates to read: "F ro m  the dark green
branches com es the starlike g low  of glittering cand les, golden nuts, 
tw inkling  paper chains of s ilver and gold, and co lorfu l o rnam ents." 
(D eutsch A m erikan ischer Vo lks Kalender, V icto ria , Texas , 1 8 9 2 .)
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popular C h ristm astim e sw eets, 
such as m incem eat pie and plum 
pudding, w ere brought to Texas 
by English  im m igrants. A s  you 
prepare your C h ristm as dinner 
th is  year, you m ight share th is 
tale w ritten  by an English  
surveyor in 1 8 7 2  after his 
holiday meal.

"N o  price, potentate or 
magnate ever sat down to such a 
feast. I think we had 14 
varieties of m eat. W e could have 
had 1 6 , as one of our hunters 
offered to fu rn ish  us w ith  a m ess 
of rattlesnakes and po lecats, 
w h ich  he assured us w ere a m ost 
exce llent de licacy , but our cook 
drew the line at th e se ,"  the 
surveyor w rote .

"W e  had buffalo , antelope, 
deer, bear, rabbit, prairie-dog, 
posisum, and possibly other 
an im als that I do not recall; 
tu rkey, goose, brant (w ild  
geese), ducks, prairie ch ickens, 
c u r le w  (lo n g -leg g ed  sh o re  
birds), quail and other birds. 
The m ost expensive m eat w h ich  
w e had on the table w as bacon, 
w h ich  w e  had to haul 5 00m  
m ile s ,"  he added.

The oldest perm anent Polish 
settlem ent in the state is Panna 
Maria in South  Texas w h ich  
w a s  established in 1 8 5 4  by 150  
Polish citizens from  S ile s ia  who 
arrived at the site on C h ristm as 
Eve . Led by Father Leopold 
M o c z y g e m b a , th e  g ro u p  
ce lebrated m ass under a giant 
oak tree and honored their 
holiday trad itions. For Po les, 
C hristm as Eve , or W igilia, is the 
m ost im portant day of the 
season. A s the first star appears 
in the sky* fam ily  m em bers 
gather for a sim ple meal that 
breaks their day-long fa s t. The 
head of the household d ivides a 
sm alo , fla t oblong w a fe r, called 
an oplatek, that has been blessed 
by a priest. Each  fam ily  m em ber 
s h a r e s  th e  o p la te k  and  
exchanges good w ish es w ith  all 
the other m em bers.

One unusual im ported treat is 
lu te fisk , or lye fish , w h ich  is part 
of a traditional N orwegian 
C hristm as Eve  m eal. The

d e l ic a c y ,  t r a n s p o r t e d  in 
dehydrated form , is f irs t  soaked 
in lye w a te r., lime w ater and 
clear w ate r, then cooked and 
se rve d  w ith  b o iled  w h ite  
potatoes, m elted butter and a 
delicious w h ite  sauce.

Another N orw egian custom  
ca lle d  J u le  B o kk in g  w a s  
preserved in Texas until 1 8 9 0  in 
Norm andy, the s ta te 's  firs t 
Norwegian settlem ent, w h ich  
la t e r  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  
Brow nsboro . On the evening 
fo llow ing  C h ristm as D ay and 
every evening up to the N ew 
Y e a r , g ro u p s  g a th e red  in 
costum e to m ake rounds of the 
hom es. The men usually dressed 
as wom en and the wom en as 
m en. They gathered in front 
yards and sang C h ristm as songs, 
then the host w ou ld  open his 
h o u se  to th e  g ro up  fo r 
refreshm ents and try to guess 
t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  
m asqueraders.

These varo ious custom s and 
ce lebrations shared by the many 
cu ltura l groups w ho settled the 
sta te  have blended together to 
give C h ristm as special meaning 
for all texans. But there is none 
m ore t ra d it io n  w e  c a n 't  
o v e r lo o k - - - th e  C o w b o y s '  
C h ristm as Ba ll, the story of 
w h ich  w ill be told around many 
a Texas dinner table th is holiday 
season.

Originated by an Anson 
innkeeper, M .H . Rhodes, who 
w as interested in boosting 
business at his M orning S tar 
Hotel, the C ow boys' C h ristm as 
Ball began as a m eans of 
bringing in m ore guests , but 
quickly becam e an annual 
a ffa ir. It is reported that 

cow boys from  m iles around 
attended the firs t event in 1 8 8 5 . 
A  rancher living near Anson, 
W i l l i a m  L a w r e n c e
C h ite te n d e n , w ro te  " T h e  
C ow b o ys' C h ristm as B a ll"  
poem as part of his book, 
"R a n ch  V e rse s ,”  in 1 8 9 3  and 
the piece has becom e an 
enduring part of Texas fo lk lore .

" C O W B O Y S  C H R I S T M A S  
BALL"

'Way out 1n Western Texas, where the Clear Fork's waters flow,
Where the cattle are "a-browsin'," an' the Spanish ponies grow . .

The music was a fiddle an* a lively tambourine,
And a “viol came imported," by stage from Abilene.
The room was togged out gorgeous -- with mistletoe and shawls.
And candles flickered frescoes, around the airy walls.
‘The "wimmin folks" looked lovely —  the boys looked kinder treed, 
Till their leader commenced yellin': “Who! fellers, let's stampede, 
And the music started sighin', an' awailin' through the hall,
As a kind of introduction to “The Cowboys' Christmas Ball" . . .

His voice was like a bugle upon the mountain's height;
His feet were animated, an' a mighty movin' sight.
When he commencd to holler, “Neow fellers, stake yer pen!
"Lock horns ter all them heifers, an' russle 'em like men.
"Saloot yer lovely critters; neow swing an' let 'em go,
"Climb the grape vine 'round 'em —  all hands do-ce-do!
"You Mavericks, jine the round-up —  Jest skip her waterfall,"
Huh! hit wuz gettin' happy, "The Cowboys' Christmas Ball!"

Merry Christmas from the staff at The Institute of Texan Cultures.



On The Square
Glover’s Blanche’ s Bernina 
Tot 2 Teen Carriage Wheel
Kid’ s Duds Four Seasons
Express It Rags N ’ Riches
White’ s Auto Western Auto

|  College Avenue
I  Bar-H-Bar Western Wear 
|  Haney's Jewelry 
&  Snyder Athletic Center
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BORDEN COUNTY EMS NEWS
The regular m onthly meeting 

o f  t h e  B o r d e n  C o u n t y  
Em ergency M edical Se rv ice  w as 
held W ednesday, D ecem ber 5 , 
1 9 8 4 , at 7 :0 0  P .M . in the 
Borden High School Conference 
Room . E M T 's  attending w ere 
Gerald Boyd , Buster Tay lo r, J im  
B u rk e t t , D o ro th y  B ro w n e , 
Frances Burkett, N elva Jo n e s , 
Pat R ay , Randy Hensley, A lan 
D ay, Buddy W allace , Dana 
Cooley and Lisa Ludecke. 
G uests present w ere  Connie 
B o y d , B ry a n  B a c o n , G len  
'Bacon, Je a n  Taylo r, G w en Ray , 
Rache l R ay , M eliassa R ay , 
D o n e lle  H e n s le y , R e b e c c a  
H ensley, M icah H ensley, K risten 
W allace , Jan en e  D ay , Brendan 
D ay, Teddy Cooley and Erin 
Cooley.

A fte r our C h ristm as supper, a 
short business m eeting w as 
held. O fficers  fo r 1 9 8 5  w ere 
elected. They are as fo llo w s:

President-Frances Burkett 
V ice  President-Buddy W allace 
Secretary-Treasurer - Dana 
Cooley
Reporter- M em orial Chairm an 
-Lisa Ludecke
D irecto rs-Randy Hensley , A lan 
Day, Pat Ray

The next meeting w ill be 
M onday, Ja n u a ry  7 , 1 9 8 5  at 
6 :3 0  P .M . in the Ag Build ing .

M E M O R IA LS  
In M em ory of Earl C ary :
Bill and Sad ie Ludecke

In M em ory of J .W . G ray:
The Fam ily of J .W . G ray 
J im m y  and Brenda G ray  and 
Kids

In M em ory of Je ffe ry  Don Hunt: 
G ail Friends

In M em ory o f Je ffe ry  Don Hunt: 
Gail Friends

In M emory of Ralph Lackey: 
Beno and Donna Hendricks

In M em o ry  o f Le la  Fa ye  
Lankford:
Bob and Sue Beal 
S lic k  and Bonnie Sneed

In M em ory of O llie Liner:
Mr. and M rs. A lan  D ay and 
Brendan

In M em ory of Rose M artin :
Bill and Sad ie Ludecke 
Larry and Wanda Sm ith

In M em ory of Benny R inehart:
J .D .  and Irene Hart
Mr. and M rs. A lan  D ay and
Brendan

Donations and m em orials may 
be mailed to Lisa Ludecke, Box 
1 53 , G ail, Texas 7 9 7 3 8 . 
C hecks should be m ade payable 
to Borden C ounty E M S . Thank

The Borden S ta r, W ed. D ec . 12 , 1 9 8 4 ...5

BID NOTICES 
Sheriff's Car Loader
B o r d e n  C o u n t y

Com m issioners' Court w ill 
receive bids until 1 0 :0 0  A .M ., 
Jan u ary  1 4 , 1 9 8 5  for the
purchase of a new 1 9 8 5  
autom obile for use in the Borden 
County S h e riff 's  D epartm ent. 
B id s  w i l l  be opened  and 
c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  
C om m issioners' Courtroom  of 
th e  C o u n ty  C o u rth o u s e . 
Sp ec ifica tio n s m ay be obtained 
at the o ffice  o f the County 
Ju d g e , 9 1 5 -8 5 6 -4 3 9 1  or the 
S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e ,
9 1 5 -8 5 6 -4 3 1 1 .

B o r d e n  C o u n t y
C om m issioners' Court reserves 
the right to re ject any and all bids 
and to w a ive r all fo rm a lities.

B Y  O R D E R  O F T H E  B O R D E N  
C O U N TY  C O M M IS S IO N E R S ' 
C O U R T

Van L. York 
Counnty Juedg e 
Borden County

THANK YOU
The Borden County 4-H C lub 

would like to thank all who 
supported the 4-H C lub by 
purchasing th ings at the Annual 
C h ristm as Bazaar. W ithout the 
continued support of the people 
of the county, the 4-H C lub 
could not com plete the many 
pro jects that they do. Thank you 
ag a in  fo r  y o u r co n tin u e d  
support.

Borden County 4-H Club 
Kandy K. M cW horter, C E A -H E

B o r d e n  C o u n t y
C om m issioners' C o u rt w ill 
receive bids until 1 1 :0 0  A .M . 
Jan u a ry  14 , 1 9 8 5  for the
purchase of new  fro n t end, 
rubber tire loader fo r use in 
Precinct No. 2 . B ids w ill be 
opened and considered in the 
Com m issioners' Courtroom  of 
the County Courthouse.

S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a n d
inform ation m ay be obtained by 
contacting the o ffice  of the 
County Jud g e , 9 1 5 -8 5 6 -4 3 9 1 , 
or Larry S m ith , Com m issioner, 
P r e c i n c t  N o .  2 ,  
9 1 5 -8 5 6 -4 3 9 4 .

B o r d e n  C o u n t y
Com m issioners Court reserves 
the rig h tto  reject any and all bids 
and to w a iver all form alities.

B Y  O R D E R  O F TH E B O R D EN  
C O U N TY  C O M M IS S IO N E R S ' 
C O U R T

Van L. York 
County Judge

Borden County

THANK YOU
I would like to take th is  tim e to 

say Thank You rto all m ay many 
friends for the cards, v is its , 
flo w ers  and thoughts during my 
stay in the hospital.
-s-Fran Bennett

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE

Monday, December 24 
6:00 P. M.

D O R W A R D  M E T H O D I S T  CHURCH
GAIL, TEXAS  

EVERYONE WELCOME

T is  The Season For Late Night Shopping
at Snyder’ s

CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING NIGHTS
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ASCS NEWS
by Jerry Stone

C O U N T Y  C O M M I T T E E  
ELEC T IO N

The  C o u n ty  C o m m itte e  
election w as held on D ecem ber 
3rd and the votes w ere  ta bulated 
on D ecem ber 6 , 1 9 8 4 . Dan 
Shortes w a s  elected as a 
com m itteem an. W arren Beaver 
and Doug B lagrave w ill serve as 
the alternates. W e sant to 
w e lcom e the new  m em bers and 
are looking fo rw ard  to  the 
opportunity o f w ork ing  w ith  
them .

W e, the o ffice  s ta ff , along w ith  
all the fa rm ers and ranchers, 
w ant to say “ T H A N K S "  fo r the 
nine years of ded ication that H. 
N. Zant has given us and to say 
that he w ill be m issed by all o f us.

1 9 8 5  P R O G R A M  S IG N -U P
The sign-up for the 1 9 8 5  Farm  

Program is in progress now  thru 
M arch 1, 1 9 8 5  for W heat, Feed 
Grain and Cotton. Advance 
d e f i c i e n c y  and  d iv e r s io n  
paym ents are availab le. Anyone 
wanting their 1 9 8 5  advance 
paym ents before the end of the 
year m ust be sure and sign-up 
before Decem ber 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 .

FA IL E D  C R O P  A C R E A G E
Anyone that has a crop that 

fa ils  should report the failed 
acreage to th is  o ffice  before 
destroying the crop . If  you go 
ahead and harvest the crop and it 
m akes a low  yield , you should 
file  a low  yield cla im  after you 
com plete harvest.

C O TTO N  LO A N S
Cotton loans are availab le for 

fa rm s that participated in the 
1 9 8 4  cotton program at the rate 
of 5 5 .0 0  cents per pound for 
S LM  1 one-sixteenth and 3 .5  to 
4 .9  m ike.

S ee d  C o tto n  lo a n s  a re  
abailable. If you need som e 
incom e on th is  year and you have 
not received your w arehouse 
receipts and c lass cards, perhaps 
w e can ass ist you by m aking a 
Seed Cotton Loan.

The interest rate for the month 
of Decem ber is 1 0 .1 2 5  percent.

D E F I C I E N C YW H E A T  
P A Y M E N T S

1 9 8 4  W h ea t d e f ic ie n c y  
paym ents should be received 
from  Kansas C ity  around mid 
D ecem ber. W e hope to have 
m ost of the checks verified and 
issued before C h ris tm as .

W O O L P R O G R A M
S a le s  rece ip ts fo r w oo l, 

unshorn lam bs or m ohair should 
be turned in if you w ish  to  m ake 
application for 1 9 8 4  incentive 
paym ents. The final date to turn 
in these receipts is Ja n u a ry  3 1 , 
1 9 8 5 .

E M E R G E N C Y  F E E D
A S S IS T A N C E  P R O G R A M  

Lo w  grade grain  sorghum , 
oats, barley and w heat are  now  
abailab le to eligible producers, 
along w ith  the co rn  a lready 
availab le . H ow ever, the  only 
com m odities in Texas are grain 
sorghum  and W heat. The sam e 
provis ions apply Tor these

cum m ouities as w e  had fo r the 
corn . Only foundation ca ttle  
owned prior to A pril 1 5 , 1 9 8 4  
are elig ible under th is  program . 
W heat pasture ca ttle  recently  
purchased are not elig ible. 
C o n tact th is o ffice  fo r fu rther 
details.

N O N G R A Z IN G  D A T E S  1 9 8 5  
A C R

The county com m ittee has 
established A p ril 1, 1 9 8 5  thru 
A ugust 3 1 , 1 9 8 5  as the 5  m onth 
period that A C R  (setaside) land 
cannot be grazed. For instance , 
if you have w heat on your A C R  
land, you can graze it until April 
1, 1 9 8 5  and then you m ust pull 
of and the land ca n 't be grazed 
again until after A ugust 3 1 , 
1 9 8 5 . 1 9 8 5  A C R  acres m ay not 
be baled, as it stands right now .

FA R M  C H A N G E S
A n y  ch a n g e  in o w n e r , 

operator, tennant or address 
should be reported to us so w e  
can keep our records stra ight.

NO PASS NO PLAY IN EFFECT
' 'T h e  S ta te  B o ard  bf Education  
passed the controversia l no 
pass, no p lay ru le Satu rd ay  
p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  e f f e c t  
im m ediately fo r T e xa s  public 
schoo ls.

A  vote o f 14-0  m ade the  new  
rule covering the lim itation of 
extracu rricu la r ac tiv it ie s  during 
school hours an em ergency 
issue , e ffective  at once fo r at 
least the next 1 2 0  days.

Interim  Com m issioner of 
Education  W .N . K irb y  said the 
ru le w ill not becom e fina l until 
second and th ird vo tes in 
Ja n u a ry  and February but 
because o f the em ergency 
designation it w ill be distributed 
to all schoo ls im m ediately.

Changes in the ru le could be 
m ade at the Ja n u a ry  and 
February board m eetings.

F rie fly  the ru le says  any 
student w anting  to take part in

r a z

ySJumxiy Carut

Poinsettia The Perfect Gift

Thank you for shopping with us.

We appreciate 
your business

500 W. 4th BIG SPRING 267-7424 !
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any school sport or other 
extracu rriucu lar ac tiv ity  m ust 
have a passing grade o f 7 0  for 
the past s ix  w eeks. A  gradel 
low er than 7 0  in any one course 
au tom atica lly  suspends that 
student from  sports or other 
ac tiv it ie s , including practice 
sessio ns , fo r the next s ix  w eeks.

The rule also  lim its  practice 
and trave l tim e for any sport or 
extracu rricu la r ac tiv ity  to 8 
hours per w eek or a total o f 20  
hours: T rave l to and from  the 
firs t gam e or p erform ance of the 
w eek  w ould  be counted as tw o  
hours no m atter how  long it 
took.

J a c k  Strong of Long fv iew , a 
fo rm er sta te  senator, fa iled  13-2 
in an e ffo rt to m ake the 
suspension apply on a fu ll course 
grade, not ju s t a s ix-w eek 
period.

"T h is  m eans a student can fail 
the f irs t  three s ix-w eek periods,

- then if he m adkes a 7 0  in the 
fourth , he can p lay b a ll,"  Strong 
said .   . . R idenour
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The poinsettia is one o f the 
m ost popular g ifts  o f the 
Yu letide season. Its  show y 
bracts or modified leaves give it 
a d istinctive appearance w h ich  
h as b eco m e a t ra d it io n a l 
C h ristm as sym bol. These plants 
are grown in 4  - inch and 56-inch  
pots but trees and hanging 
baskets are a lso  availab le. The 
poinsettia can provide long 
lasting beauty in the hom e or 
o ffice  if you fo llo w  som e basics 
in selection and care.

W hen purchasing a poinsettia , 
exam ine the plant ca re fu lly . 
Avoid one w h ich  hads dropped 
the ye llo w  flo w ers at the end of 
each branch. S e le c t  plants 
w h ich  have only th ree to five  
fu lly  opened flo w ers  in a tight 
c luster. A lso , avoid p lants w h ich  
have brown or moldV b racts. 
Look for strong upright plants 
that are w ell-rounded.

O nce in its new  environm ent, 
a poinsettia can  easily  last fo r a 
month or m ore if given proper 
care . Fo llow  these guidelines for 
a longer lasting plant.

1. Rem ove or punch holes 
through any decorative fo il or 
wrapping on the pot. A lthough it

may be attractive , to il w rapping 
im pedes drainage and holds 
w ate r. T h is  m ay cause the roots 
to rot and the p lants to 
deteriorate quickly.
2. Keep the plants out of hot or 
cold drafts.
E xecessive ly  hot, dry a ir from  
heating ducts and appliances 
w ill reduce the quality  o f the 
plant.
3 . Po insettias cannot to lerate 
co ld  or ra p id ly  ch a n g in g  
tem peratures. Keep the plant 
w here tem peratures rem ain 
above 6 0  degrees F , between 
5 6 5  degrees and 7 0  degrees is 
ideal.
4 . P lace the plant in good light, 
but not d irect sun.
5 . Po insettias use m oderate 
am ounts of w ater and should be 
checked daily . M ake sure the 
soil rem ains m oist but be carefu l 
not to over w a te r. W hen adding 
w ater, a llow  som e to run 
through the root m ass and allow  
som e to drain out of the pot.

To be sure you rece ive a 
Iquality poinsettia , ask  for a 
Texas product. It  is your 
assurance of a loca lly  grown 
plant at its peak of freshness.
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G IR L S  JU N IO R  V A R S IT Y  
Back  LTo  R -C ath y  Y o rk , K ris ti S tone , K risti G illih am , C harla  Buchanan, 
Linda S ternad e l. M indy W illiam s. S h e lly  Lew is . Front-Lesly  H icks, 
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WEST TEXAS SAND FIGHTER FIGHTS CROP LOSS IN AFRiCAtas“' w'8 D“ 12 1984 7
Lubbock—-The sandfighter, an 

im p le m e n t d e ve lo p e d  fo r  
farm ing the sandy so ils  o f W est 
Texas , has been transform ed to 
fig h t w indblow n sand in A fr ica 's  
sub-Sahara . Bu t in A frica , the 
h o r s e p o w e r  to  p u l l  th e  
sandfighter isn 't d iesel: it 's
burros and oxen.

In tu rn , the reasearch w ith  the 
sandfighter in N iger is helping 
t h e  T e x a s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Experim ent Station  develop new 
m ethods for dryland farm ing in 
W est Texas .

In m any years , b low ing sand 
causes crop losses in W est Texas 
by sand-blasting seedlings and 
covering the young plants. The 
tractor-pulled sandfighter w as 
developed to create clods and 
keep the sand from  blow ing.

The im plem ent has been 
su ccessfu lly  m odified fo r anim al 
power by Dr. Robert C h ase , a 
soil sc ien tist w ith  the Texas 
A&M  U niversity  System . He has 
show n that it can greatly 
im prove the surv ival rates of 
young crops at an im portant 
research center near N iam ey, 
N iger, in the sem i-arid region of 
W est A frica  called the Sah e l.

" In  som e cases it has m eant 
the d ifference betw een having a 
crop to  study and not having 
o n e ,"  Chase said.

Chase is part of a team  of 
Texas A& M  U n iversity-Texas 
A gricu ltu ra l Experim ent S tation  
so il s c e in t is t s  s tu d y in g  
so il-re late constra in ts  to 
agricu lture in N iger. There , 
drought, sand sto rm s, w eak 
so ils , population grow th and a 
short grow ing season have 
contributed to an em ergency in 
local food production.

The w ork  is being supported 
by T ropSo ils , a co llaborative 
research program w hose goal is 
to  d e v e l o p  i m p r o v e d  
soil-m anagem ent technology 
for developing countries in the 
trop ics. Its co llaborators include 
t h e  U . S .  A g e n c y  f o r  
In te rn a t io n a l D e ve lo p m e n t 
(A ID ), U .S . un iversities and a 
n u m b er o f a g e n c ie s  and 
in s t itu t io n s  in d e ve lo p in g  
nations.

D r. Frank C alhoun , principal 
investigator for T ropSo ils  at 
T e x a s  A & M ,  s a i d  t h a t  
sandfighter research in Niger is 
h e l p i n g  T A E S  to b e t t e r  
understand the princip les and 
control of w ind erosion under 
dryland cropping system s. "O u r 
research in Niger w ill give us a 
head start on sim ilar problem s in 
W est T e x a s ,"  Calhoun said . The 
techn ica l backstop program is 
directed by Dr. C harles W. 
W endt, T A E S  soil p hysic ist, at 
Lubbock.

Used soon after a ra in , the 
sandfig hter's tim es dig the damp 
sand into sha llow  depressions 
and sm all, tight clods. The 
broken su rface traps w indblow n 
said and reduces the dam age to 
y o u n g  c r o p s ,  w h i c h  a re  
susceptiab le to sand blast and 
burial.

C h a s e  h a s  f i t t e d  h i s  
experim ental sandfighter so that 
it also punches holes for seed

and fe rtilize r— all in one pass. 
M illet, a staple in the sem i-arid 
regions of A frica , has figured in 
m ost of the tests.

So  fa r the sandfighter has 
be en  u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  
experim ental w orik  the Sahelian  
R e se ra rc h  C e n te r  o f the  
International C rops Research  
Institute for the Sem i-Arid  
T rop ics ( IC R IS A T ) . ButN igerien  
(cq) and Am erican  experts are 
enthusiastic about the potential 
fo r  i t s  u se  on  N i g e r ' s  
beleaguered farm s.

D r. Ja m e s  Low enthal, of the 
U .S . A ID  m ission to N iger, says 
th a t  A ID  is  co o rd in a t in g

sandfighter w ork on extension 
fa rm s in the region. A ID  is also 
looking for w ays of engineering 
a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t h e  
sandfighter locally  fo r use w ith  
anim als.

"W e have all the p ieces in 
place to m ove from  research to 
on-farm  u tiliza tio n ," Low enthal 
says.

Chase has found that his 
A f r i c a n  v e r s i o n  o f t h e  
sandfighter m ust be pulled more 
s lo w ly  than expected , possib ly 
because of the low  percenta ge 
of c lay  in N iger's sandy soils.

" A t  f irs t  w e  thoug httracto rs 
would have to be used to achieve

A
loaded driver is worse than a loaded

gun.
One in five  A m ericans is a v ictim  of a handgun-related crim e. Y e t , one 
in tw o  A m ericans is a v ic tim  of an alcohol-related auto crash . .D runk 
drivers are an outright threat to the sa fety  of A m ericans . But you can 
make the d ifference.

When you're out w ith  friends, decide w h o  w ill d rive , and that person 
w o n 't drink. A lso , if you are w ith  a drunk friend , don't let him get 
behind the w hee l.

D runk driving isn 't som eone e lse 's  problem . It 's  yours as w e ll.

the high speeds required for best, and that m eans anim al 
optim um  results w ehen the traction w ill be p ractica l, 
sandfighters are used in T e x a s ,"  T racto rs are still a rarity here.
Chase said. "Fo rtu n ate ly , the and they're too expensive for
slo w est speed w e  tested w orked m ost fa rm ers .''

YOUR COUNTY AGENT SAYS
W ith w heat starting to make 

good grow th in Borden County , 
you should be on the lookout for 
g re fnbugs and w in te r grain 
m ites in the fie lds.

Greenbugs are aphids that 
develop co lonies on w heat. 
They feed m ain ly on leaves but 
can also feed on plant roots, 
m aking them more d ifficu lt to 
locate. Sym ptom s are ye llow  
Ispots in the field that eventually 
die. Th is  unlike leaf m ist or 
w heat streak m osiac w h ich  are 
caused by fungus. Cold w eather 
k ills these and a llow s regrowth 
to occur. These tw o  occur 
uniform ly across the fie ld  or in a 
streak fashion.

W inter grain m ites are true 
m ites that have gray bodies w ith

eight orange legs. They feed 
during cool w eather. Sym ptom s 
of dam age is afading-out of the 
w heat stand w ith  w heat taking 
on a grayish appearance.

When considering control of 
greenbugs, you should check for 
parasitic w asp s w h ich  may 
m ove in and control the insect 
w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
insecticides.

C hem ica ls fo r controlling 
greenbugs include dim ethoate, 
d isu lfo to n . m a la th io n  and 
parathion.

Insectic ices for w in te r grain 
m ite control include disulfoton, 
m ethyl parathion and m alathion.

Rem em ber to fo llow  all label 
d irections and precautions when 
using any pesticide.

D R U G  A P P R O V E D  F O R  
C O C C ID IO S1 S  IN S H E E P

The drug lasalocid . a feed 
additive fo r ca ttle , has been 
a p p r o v e d  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  
cocc id iosis, a m ajor disease 
problem in confined sheep.

The  d ise a se , w h ic h  has 
become a serious problem due to 
intensive production practices, 
caused some $ 2 0  m illion in 
losses to the U .S . sheep industry 
last year.

The m ost serious outbreaks of 
the disease have been reported 
in feedlot lam bs, usually  w ith in  
tw o  to  fo u r w e e k s  a fte r  
confinem ent. Lam bs up to tw o 
years of age are susceptib le , but 
early weaned feedlot lam bs 
three to five  m onths of age are 
m ost susceptib le to the disease.

Sym p tom s of cocc id iosu is in 
lam bs include profuse diarrhea 
w ith  dark, liquid, bloody feces ; 
loss of appetite and w e ig h t;

and a dull general appearance. 
The d isease lasts up to 10 days in 
lam bs that recover; however, 
they are s low  to regain their 
norm al condition and often 
perform poorly during the 
fin ish ing  period.

L a s a lo c id , m a rke te d  as 
Bovatec by Hoffm an-LaRoche, 
has a w ide margin of safety in 
s h e e p .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
recom m ended level for confined 
sheep is 3 0  gram s per ton of a 
com plete ration . Th is is at the 
rate of 15  to 7 0  m illigram s per 
head per day depending on body 
w eight.

Tests  have show n no coccidial 
re s is ta n c e  p ro b le m s  w ith  
lasa locid , so producers and 
feeders should have long and 
effective  protection fo r their 
stock throughout the growing 
period.

HOLIDAY CREDIT SPENDING
College S ta tio n -B ea u tifu l 

m erchandise and liberal credit 
arrangem ents can encourage 
c o n su m e rs  to spend  — and 
overspend—for Ch ristm as.

M any departm ent stores now 
invite their custom ers to charge 
m erchandise w ithout having to 
pay the bills until Jan u a ry  or 
February.

These "n o  p aym ent" plans 
can w ork to your advantage if 
you are already a good cred it 
manager, says Texas A&M  
U n i v e r s i t y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  h o m e  
econom ist N ancy L. G ranovsky .

If you do not have to pay a 
finance charge, extended credit 
am ounts to a free loan, she 
points out. Then during the tim e 
you postpone paym ents, you 
can save up the cash to pay the 
bill.

" B u t  if you are already 
o v e re x te n d e d . p o stp o n in g

paym ents m ay only add to your 
m o n e y  w o e s , ' '  a d v i s e s  
G ranovsky . "D elayed  spending 
can give consum ers a fa lse  sense 
of security  or encourage them to 
spend more than they would 
have spent when paying c a sh ."

One w ay  to avoi d the need for 
extended credit at Christm as is 
to purchase g ifts  year-round and 
take advantage of sales and 
other specia ls, she says.

But even if you shop only 
during the Christm as season, 
planning your gift purchases and 
setting spending lim its can help 
you stay w ith in  the fam ily 
budget.

Setting spending lim its is an 
especia lly good idea if you use 
the no paym ent feature of your 
credit cards, adds the home 
econom ist, and can prevent an 
unpleasant surprise when the 
February bills arrive.
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WATER IS PRIORITY
Fingerling Orders Now Being Taken

com prom ise.
The politics of w a te r are very 

com plex and involve opposing 
fa c t io n s  w ith  c o n f lic t in g  
interests-—environm entalists 
against river authorities. East 
Texans against W est Texans, 
and fa rm e rs  a g a in s t  c ity  
dw ellers. Legislators have found 
t h a t  f o r m u l a t i n g  a 
com prehensive w ater policy to 
please all of these special 
interests, pass both houses and 
w in  approval from  the public has 
not been an easy task and w ill 
like ly be one of our m ost d ifficu lt 
challenges of the 69th  Session .

Im m ediately fo llow ing the 
close of the 1 9 8 3  session , a 
Jo in t Com m ission on W ater 
Resources joined fo rces w ith  
sta ff m em bers from  the o ffices 
of Gov. W hite, Lt. Gov. Hobby, 
and Speaker Lew is to draft a 
w ater proposal that would pass 
both houses as w ell as meet w ith  
voter approval.

The  new  w a te r  p lan  is 
incorporated in a constitutional 
am endment. Basica lly , the 
proposal would increase the 
sta te 's  constitutional authority 
for bonding w ater development 
projects by $ 6 0 0  m illion, $ 4 0 0  
million for projects such as 
reservoir construction and $ 2 0 0  
m illion in local w ater bonds. It 
would also create a state fund to 
promote conservation as w e ll as 
a plan to link state funding of 
w ater projects to conservation 
programs.

A  major feature of the bill for 
agricultural interests includes a 
new fund that would allow  
grants to underground w ater 
districts for dem onstration 
projects, technical ass istance , 
and other w ater conservation 
activ ities. A  fund to help farm ers 
obtain low -interest loans for 
water-saving equipm ent w as 
not included in the b ill, but may 
be added to the bill before the 
start of the session .

Due to the pro jections of an 
extrem ely tight budget, none of 
the m ajor p rovisions of the 
package would d raw  on state 
general funds unless a local 
governm ent defaulted on a loan. 
Furtherm ore, although some 
appropriations for research and 
n ew  p ro g ram s w o u ld  be 
authorized, no appropriations 
would be included in the bill.

The entire w ater plan hinges 
on approval by the voters in 
1 9 8 6 .

A s w ith  w ater plans in the 
past, in itial reaction from  
environm entalists ind icates the 
protection of coastal bays and 
estuaries w ill once again be a 
major area of controversy 
between environm ental groups 
and river authorities. To 
com plicate th is com plex issue 
even further, how ever, is the 
recent ruling by the Tex.as 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  b l o c k i n g  
construction of the S tacy  Dam  
and Reservo ir in W est Texas .

A s you probably know , the 
S ta cy  Dam  project w as intended 
to provide w ater into the 2 1 st 
century to a w ide area of W est 
Texas. The Suprem e Court 
rescinded the Colorado R iver 
M u n ic ip a l W a te r D is t r ic t 's  
permit to build th is fac ility , and 
in doing so, greatly com plicated 
the entire w a te r issue.

In response to th is ru ling . 
Gov. W hite has said that w ithout 
a change in the w a ter rights law , 
th e  d e c i s i o n  m a y  h a v e  
elim inated the need for new  
bonds to build the reservo irs 
because it would be im possible 
to get perm its to fill them . An 
aide to Lt. Gov. Hobby w ent so 
fa r as to say th is  ruling could 
"sab o tag e" the w a ter package 
and may fo rce the authors of the 
legislation back to square one.

C le a r l y ,  w e  have  som e 
d ifficu lt decisions ahead. Next 
to balancing the budget, the 
w ater issue w ill probalbly be the 
number one priority when w e 
meet in Jan u ary .

Classified

Federal, S tate  & C iv il Se rc ice  
J o b s  * a b a i l a b l e .  C a l l  
1 - (6 1 9 -8 30 4  for info . 24  hrs.

H O U SEW O R K  D O N E 
Do you need your home 

cleaned?
Call Susan  at 8 5 6 -4 3 4 0 .

Thank you very m uch 
-s-Susan Marquez

P IA N O  FO R S A L E
G U L B R A N S E N -V E R Y
N C EG O O D C ond ition .
$ 3 5 0 .0 0 . Call 8 0 6 -4 3 9 -6 3 7 1  
before 8 AM  or after 6 PM
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By R icky  Lienex 
Range Conservation ist 

The Upper Colorado So il and 
W ater Conservation D istric t, 
serving Scu rry  and Borden 
Counties, is currently accepting 
fingerling orders for pond 
restocking.

The D istric t announces that 
the prices w ill rem ain the sam e 
as the 1 9 8 4  stocking program. 
The fo llow ing prices are now in
effect:
4 - 6  i n c h  C h a n n e l  
c a tf ish .. .$ 3 5 .0 0  per hundred; 
6-8 inch Channel catfish  
$ 5 5 .0 0  per hundred; 1-3 inch 
Hybrid B lu e g il l.. .$ 4 0 .0 0  per 
hundred; 3-5  inch Hybrid 
B lu e g il l.. .$ 6 0 .0 0  per hundred; 
2-3 inch Hybrid Largem outh 
B a s s .. . .$ 7 0 .0 0  per hundred; 
4-6 inch Hybrid Largem outh 
B a s s .. . .$ 1 6 0 .0 0  per hundred; 
Fathead m innow s ( aprox. 2 5 0  
per lb. . . .$ 7 .0 0  per pound.

D elivery date is tentative ly set 
for Satu rday M arch 3 0 , from

9 :0 0  - 1 1 :0 0  at the So il
Conservation Serv ice  o ffice  in 
the Snyder Shopping Center.

Suggested stocking rates for 
sm all ponds are 1 0 0  Channel 
catfish  per surface acre. If you 
plan to supplem ently feed the 
ca tfish  or fertilize  the pond then 
5 0 0  catfish  per su rface  acre can 
be stocked.

The Channel ca tfish  can be 
stocked alone or w ith  Fathead 
m innow s to serve as forage. 
The diet of a ca tfish  is largely 
made up of aquatic insect larva, 
but m innow s are also eaten if 
availab le. The larger 6-8 inch 
c a t f i s h  f i n g e r l i n g s  a r e  
recom m ended if large bass are 
present in the pond. F ingerlings 
of th is size are genera llyt fast 
enough to avoid being eaten by 
the bass.

In ponds greater than one acre 
su rface  area, stocking  100  
ca tfish , 5 0  bass, 5 0 0B lu eg ill

and 2 pounds (aprox. 5 0 0 ) of 
Fathead m innow s provides a 
balanced stocking program  for 
m ost ponds.

The hybrid B luegill can  be 
stocked alone or w ith  bass and 
ca tfish . About 10 percent of the 
B luefg ill w ill reproduce and are a 
good choice as forage for the 
bass. They do grow larger than 
the native Bluegill and are an 
excellent choice for stocking 
alone in very sm all ponds.

P lastic bags w ill be provided to 
haul fish  in. The fish  can be kept 
in the bags for up to tw o  hours, 
but should be placed into the 
ponds as soon as possible . 
Paym ent is due upon p lacem ent 
of the order w ith  checks made 
payable to the Upper Colorado 
S W C D

Fish  orders w ill be taken 
through M arch 21 . For further 
inform ation call 5 7 3 -0 1 7 1  or 
com e by the S C S  o ffice  located 
a t  3 4 2 3  A v e . T
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Win A
Brand 
New 
1 9 8 4  

Dodge 
Charger

on
Christmas Day, 

but look what you can 
Dec. 22 and 

only in 
Snyder!!

have

\

p

| Yes, you can win 
this new car or 
oneoi 39 other 

great prizes--

I Register with the 
Isnyder Merchants! 
i listed in this ad

Register at these progressive
Snyder Merchants tor 
the G ift of a Lifetim e1,1

SHOP 
SNYDER 

FIRST

M argaret’s
West Texas S tate  Bank
The Carriage Wheel 
Hoyt’s Furniture 
Merle Norman 
Snyder Bookstore and 

Gift Shop 
Special M om ents 
Burgess-McWilliams Pharmacy
Joe Brown Carpet 
H inshaw 's 
B&D R estaurant 
S trickland TV 
Keaton Kotor 
Snyder Pawn Shop 
Friendly Flower Shop
Everybody's Thriftway
The Shack
Bar-H-Bar W estern Wear 
Snyder Athletic Center 
Bed-Bath, Etc.

Haney’s Jewelry 
Snyder Drug 
Roe's Furniture 
Nancy’s Art Style 

Beauty Salon 
Thom pson’s Shoes 
Four Seasons 
Kid’s  Duds
Snyder National Bank 
Tot-2-Teen 
R ags'N  Riches 
White’s Auto 
Dryden’s Shoes 
Penney’s 
Anthony’s
Snyder Savings and  Loan 
Interiors Etc.

and Gifts Unique 
McLeod’s  Jewelry 
American S tate  Bank 
Cox Jewelry

C m *  Rules Available M


