
'•■•>.- • r ’

*♦ • I
* >.>J

“ + ■

U P H E N P E i n i l ^

S i VI I
Officers investigate 
130 pigs found dead

LUBBOCK (AP) -  The 
l.ubbock County Sheriff’s 
Office is investigating 
whether animal cruelty played 
a role in the deaths of 130 pigs 
discovered in bams and pens 
east of the Lubbock 
International Airport.

The dead pigs were discov­
ered Sunday after authorities 
recieved a call about loose 
animals in the area. Deputies 
had shepherded the loose pigs 
from the road when they 
found the others dead nearby, 
according to police reports.

“ We assume it was proba­
bly from starvation.” Sheriff’s 
investigator Andy Gentry said 
Monday. “ We’re considering 
charges.”

Cruelty to animals is a 
Class A misdemeanor punish­
able by a maximum fine of 
$4.000. a maximum term of a 
year in jail or both.

An inspector with the 
Texas Animal Health 
Commission said he believed 
the pigs suffered from starva­
tion.
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Another Pompan on list for nnc
B y n a n c y  y o u n g

M a n a g in g  E d ito r

State Rep. Warren Chisum is not 
the only Pampan under consideration 
for the vacant position on the Texas 
Railroad Commission.

Robert Wood, a retired 29-year 
employee of the ltx;al RRC office, is 
also being considered.

“ I would like to maintain the rules 
and regulations of the RRC. and 
oversee the functions of the commis­
sion.” said WcK)d this morning. He 
said he is interest in making sure that 
all rules and regulations are imple­
mented fairly for all companies and

independents as well.
Wood joined the local office in 

November 1964 and retired in 
October 1993.

He said he was a plugger with the 
local office - plugging abandoned 
and unclaimed wells.

“The RRC is real particular about 
how it spends state monies.” said Wood.

Wood is a native Texan. He has 
worked around the oil industry his 
entire life, he said.

Graduating from high school in 
Odessa. Wood attended Odessa 
College two years and spent four 
years in the U.S. Air Force before he 
graduated from Texas Tech. He

received a degree in business admin­
istration.

He and Chisum are among 25 can­
didates seeking the position.

Names of those being considered 
were released Monday by the 
Governor’s office to The Pampa News.

In addition to Chisum and Wood, 
the governor’s list includes Roland 
Sledge of Houston. John “Randy” 
Taylor of Austin. Eric K. Hanson of 
Midland. Kenneth Dale Henry of 
Mullin. Judge Victor Carrillo of 
Abilene. Carlos Griffin of Kilgore. 
Rep. Judy Hawley of Portland, (for­
mer state representative) Kenn 
George of Dallas. Julie Ellen Hollis

of Houston, Pete Almanza of Odessa, 
Martin Garza of Corpus Christi, A. Jo 
Baylor of Austin, Sam Katz of San 
Antonio, David Paul Deison of 
Weatherford, E.F. Mano De Ayala of 
Houston, John D. Bell of Kermit, 
Brent Chesney of Corpus Christi, D. 
Kirk Edwards of Odessa, Dwight M. 
Moore of Spring, Charles Renaud of 
M idland, George Seay of Dallas, 
William Siebert of San Antonio and 
Rex White of Austin.

According to the governor's 
office, three candidates have with­
drawn their name from consideration 
-  Jerry Langdon, Rep. Thomas 
Williams, and Lyle T. Larson.

To seed 
or not..
Ranch manager 
petitions against 
rain enhancement

By DAVID BOWSER
St a f f  W r iter

WHITE DEER -  As the 
Panhandle Groundwater 
Conservation District (PGCD) 
prepares to launch its fourth 
year of trying to increase rain­
fall in the region, a rancher in 
Potter and Carson counties 
wants to shut it down.

Jay O ’Brien, who manages 
several ranches in the area 
including the historic JA 
Ranch in Carson County, said 
the groundwater district’s 
cloud seeding program is 
based on faulty science. He 
said the ranches that he man­
ages have suffered a lack of 
rainfall since the district 
began their rainfall enhance­
ment program.

“They only seed clouds 
they feel are the best candi­
dates for seeding,” O ’Brien 
said. “If they really wanted to 
test, they would seed at ran­
dom. and you need an area 
larger than a seven-county 
area.”

C.E. Williams, PGCD gen­
eral manager, admits that 
there has been some problem 
in collecting data, but that it 
has been corrected. He said 
that while rainfall enhance­
ment is an inexact science, the 
data the district has generated 
over the past three years of a 
scheduled five-year project 
indicates that it does work

“The Texas Department of 
Agriculture has a contract 
with the National Academy of 

(See RAIN. Page 3)

(Pampa News photo by David Bowser)

Rod and Miriam Gross of Pampa visit with Dr. Paul Katz of Panhandle at the 
Amarillo Botanical Garden concerning a new Northwest Texas Museum 
Association exhibit Katz organized concerning playa lakes. Behind them is the 
introductory banner painted by Robert McKenzie, an artist who specializes in fab­
ric painting.

Playa lake exhibit epens in Amarille
By DAVID BOWSER

St a f f  W riter

AMARILLO -Only a few panels of the 
traveling exhibit “Playas...Gems of the 
Plains” were on display here Monday as artist 
Robert McKenzie and his associate Deborah 
Kern demonstrated their fabric-painting 
artistry at the Amarillo Botanical Gardens.

When the exhibit begins its travels Jan. 13, 
there will be 20 panels depicting the various 
facets of playa lakes on the Great Plains, said 
Dr. Paul Katz, who with his wife Susana 
researched, designed and fabricated the 
exhibit.

Katz said there are at least 20,000 playa 
lakes in the Texas Panhandle-South Plains 
region alone.

The exhibit will open Jan. 13 and run

through Feb. 5 at the Amarillo Botanical 
Gardens. It is scheduled to travel to museums 
throughout the panhandle, stopping for about 
two months at each museum, over the next 
three years.

Katz said there is a waiting list beyond 
that.

The exhibit, he said, is designed for small 
museums.

“Each panel is detachable,” Katz said.
The exhibit’s opening banner is artwork by 

Robert McKenzie, a panhandle native who 
now live in Cincinnati, Ohio, and who is 
known for his painted fabric work. McKenzie 
created the wall covering for the Amarillo 
Club and for Wtxxistone, Btxme Picken’s 
home when he lived in Amarillo.

More recently. M cKenzie’s work of I I 
(See EXHIBIT, Page 3)

words

WASHINGTON (AP) -  
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell says the United 
States has no "hostile 
intent” toward North Korea, 
and some analysts say his 
choice of words was no acci­
dent.

The same phrase was used 
in a joint U.S.-North Korean 
communique of Oct. 12, 
2000, during the final 
months of the Clinton 
administration, when rela­
tions reached something of a 
high point.

North Korea has frustrat­
ed the United States in recent 
weeks by insisting on pursu­
ing nuclear weapons pro­
grams and ordering the 
expulsion of two U.N. 
nuclear inspectors. The 
North has suggested that the 
two countries negotiate a 
nonaggression pact.

Powell has said he wel­
comes communication with 
the North but not negotia­
tions. On Sunday, PowelL 
said that negotiations with!; 
Pyongyang at this stage- 
could be seen as “ appeasing 
misbehavior” — a reference 
to North Korea’s attempts to 
develop nuclear weapons in 
violation of agreements.

The no “ hostile intent” 
construction was used by 
Powell during several televi­
sion appearances on Sunday. 
A senior administration offi­
cial declined Monday to say 
whether Powell was deliber­
ately using the phrase to ease 
N orth  K o re a ’s c o n c e rn s

(See WORDS, Page 3)

Invesdgatiirs seek al-Qaida llak te Yemea attack
JIBLA, Yemen (AP) — Yemeni 

interrogators suspect the man accused 
of killing three American missionaries 
at a Baptist hospital may have ties to 
al-Qaida, officials said Tuesday, a.s 
U.S. investigators joined the search for 
those behind the murders.

Two of the slain Americans were 
buried Tuesday in the southern Yemeni 
town of Jibla, where each had worked 
for more than two decades and where 
the attack took place. The third was to 
be flown back to the United States.

An FBI team arrived Monday in 
Jibla and worked overnight. An 
American diplomat, speaking on con­
dition of anonymity, would not say 
whether U.S. investigators were being

allowed to directly question the sus­
pect arrested for the slayings, but said 
the Americans “ are very close” to the 
interrogation.

In past investigations of attacks on 
Americans here, Americans working 
alongside Yemenis have complained of 
having limited access to suspects.

The U.S. Embassy said it was tcx> 
early to tell if terrorism was behind 
Monday’s shootings at a Southern 
Baptist hospital. But Yemeni Prime 
Minister Abdul-Kader Bajammal 
included the slayings in a list of terror­
ist acts he presented to parliament later 
in the day.

OffTcials close to the investigation 
said Yemeni interrogators have strong

suspicions the accused gunman has 
connections to Osama bin Laden’s ter­
ror network. Yemen is bin Laden’s 
ancestral homeland and has been a fer­
tile recruiting ground for him.

Yemen has been a key front in the 
U.S.-led war on terrorism and its gov­
ernment signed on as Washington’s 
partner after the Sept. 11 attacks.

In the attack, the gunman slipped 
past security at Jibla Baptist Hospital, 
125 miles south of the capital San'a, 
cradling his hidden gun like a baby. He 
entered a rtxrm where the director was 
conducting a meeting and opened fire 
at about 8:15 a.m. Monday, officials 
and witnesses said.

After shooting three people in the

head, killing them instantly, the gun­
man headed to the pharmacy and shot 
the pharmacist in the abdomen. 
Yemeni authorities arrested a Yemeni 
suspect they identified as .30-year-old 
Abed Abdul Razak Kamel.

The International Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention iden­
tified the dead as purchasing agent 
Kathleen A, Gariety, 53, of 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin; Dr. Martha C. 
Myers, 57, of Montgomery, Alabama; 
and hospital director William E. 
Koehn, 60, of Arlington, Texas.

Myers — who had worked in 
Yemen for 24 years — and Koehn — 
who had planned to retire next Octobtr 

(See LINK, Page 3)

Show Your Support For Your Local Pampa Merchants

Shop Pampa First
Sponsored By Pampa Chamber O f Commerce
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The fgllowtii( (how piicci for 
which dmc mutual fundi were 
bM at die limi nf campilatioB.
Occidealal.......... 2*. IS -0.33
FkdeUly Ma«eln .. .NA 
Pun ta n .................... NA

The followinc 9:30 a m N.Y 
Stock Market quouuoai are fiir- 
oiihed by Edward June» A Co. 
of Pampa
B P ................... 40 42 -0 0«
Celaacae........... 21 Tk -0.02
Cabot Corp .26.43 -0 06
Cabot Oil Gat 24 43 -0 31
CocaCoU 43 21 -0 23

VLO................30.7»
HaUibiMaa . . .  .1143» 
THad Hoaptala 29.30
NOI  ..........JI.43
KM., . ; . . . .AMI
X C ^  .......... A Ê U '
KarrMcOae 43.10
Umiied ...........13.(2
WilliartH..........2 27
McDooalde I3J0
Exxoa Mobil .34.30
Almoa ............ 23.27
Pioiiecr Nat . ..24.70
Penney'i......... 22.36
COP................47.86
Schhijnberfef . .41 36
Tenneco..........3.83
CVX .............. 6600
Wal-Mart 4993
OKE................18 90
NS Group........6.61

New York Gold.........343 83
Silver.............................4 63
Weu Teaai Crude.........31.37

Gray County S^iertfr« Office reponed the 
following anest during the 24-hour period 
ending at 7 a.m. today.

lfoiid«)r,i>ec.30< !>'
Meliraa Ptutridge, 29, Fort Campbell, Ky., 

was arrested for sim|rie assault. She w u  
released on a penonal recognizance bond.

Fire
Pampa Fire Department responded to the 

following calls during the 2^hour period 
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Monday, Dec. 30
3:41 p.m. -  One unit and three firefighters 

respond^ to a medical assist in the 1600 
block of West Somerville.

A m bu la nce
Rural/Metro Ambulance reported the fol­

lowing calls during the 24-hour period end­
ing at 7 a.m. today.

Monday, Dec. 30
2:16 p.m. -  A mobile ICU responded to 

the 1800 block of Lynn; one patient was 
transported to Pampa Regional Medical 
Center (PRMC).

3:35 p.m. -  A mobile ICU responded to 
the 1600 block of West Somerville; one 
patient was transported to PRMC.

A c c id en ts
Pampa Police Department reported the 

following accident during the 24-hour period 
ending at 7 a.m. today.

Monday, Dec. 30
1:11 p.m. -  A 1991 Daihatsu driven by 

Steven Dale Dancy, 39, 2200 N. Dwight, and 
a 2002 Chevrolet Silverado pickup driven by 
Richard Dwain McCam, 37, 916 Terry Rd., 
collided in the 2100 block of North Hobart. 
Dancy was cited for backing without safety 
and expired Texas driver's license. No 
injuries were reported at the scene.

O b it u a r ie s
MARGIE RUFF

1914-2002
Margie Ruff, 88, of Pampa, Texas, died 

Sunday, Dec. 29, 2002, at Pampa. Graveside 
services will be at 10 a.m., Thursday, Jan. 2, 
2003, at Fairview Cemetery. Memorial services 
will be at II a.m., Thursday at the First 
Presbyterian Church with Dr. Bdwin Cooley, 
pastor, and Nancy Ruff officiating. 
Arrangements are by Carmichael-Whatley 
Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Ruff was bom March 21, 1914, in 
Shamrock, Texas. She had been a resident of 
Pampa since 1940. She married Shelby J. Ruff 
on Jan. 6, 1934, at Mobeetie. He preceded her in 
death on Dec. 2, 1989.

She and her husband were co-owners and 
operators of Shelby J. Ruff Furniture Store from 
1954 until 1979.

She was a former member of Priest Park 
Church of God and was a current member of the 
First Pentecostal Holiness Church. She founded 
and emceed the monthly gospel singing at First

P e n te c o s ta l  
H o l i n e s s  
Church.

S u rv iv o rs  
include a 
daughter, Anne 
Z o c  ho w sk  i 
and her hus­
band George 
of Brandon,
Miss.; a son,
Mike Ruff and 
his wife Nancy 
of Pampa; a 
brother, Royd 
Austin of Pampa; eight grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be to a 
favorite charity.

—Sign the on-line register book at 
www.carmichael-whatley.com.

Taxpayers could pay $165,000 
to clear records in mass arrests

HOUSTON (AP) — City 
council members are consid­
ering hiring a law firm to 
help clear the records of hun­
dreds of people arrested dur­
ing an ill-fated drag-racing 
sting over the summer.

On Tuesday, the city 
council put off until next 
week consideration of 
whether to hire Winstead, 
Sechrest & Minick to help 
expunge the records of nearly 
300 people arrested during 
the ill-fated August sting. If 
approved, the hiring could 
cost taxpayers as much as 
$165,000.

Though charges have been 
dropped, the arrests remain 
on their police records.

The city is considering 
using private attorneys 
because the city’s legal 
department is already repre- 
.senting Houston in several 
lawsuits .stemming from the 
arrests.

“ We are trying to rectify a 
wrong," said Robert 
Cambrice, a senior assistant 
city attorney. "We are trying 
to help out people who are 
trying to get into school or 
apply for jobs and are denied 
that opportunity becau.se they 
have an arrest record.”

Cambrice said that if the 
contract is approved those 
arrested will be notified of 
the Krvice by mail. Records 
would be expunged at a cost 
to the city of $484 each.

But Randall Kallinen, an 
attorney representing some of 
those arrested, said he would 
advise his clients not to 
accept the offer because they 
need proof of their arrests to 
pursue wrongful arrest Igw- 
suita against the city,

“This is nothing but dam­
age control which they (city 
officials) are going to try and 
use in later court cases,” 
Kallinen said. “ (Arrest 
records) are evidence of their 
own svrongdoing. They are

reduce futuretrying to 
claims.”

The city faces several law­
suits filed on behalf of some 
60 people arrested in the raids. 
The law.suits accuse the city 
and two police officers of 
false arrest, false imprison­
ment and civil-rights viola­
tions. Two lawsuits seek 
unspecified damages while 
others .seek millions of dollars 
in damages.

Capt. Mark Aguirre direct­
ed the sweeps of parking lots 
outside a Kmart, a Sonic 
Drive-In, and a James Coney 
Island on the weekend of

Aug. 17.
Aguirre planned the raid to 

crack down on drag racers. 
But when police found no evi­
dence of drag racing, they 
swept through the parking lots 
and arri^ted those gathered 
there anyway.

Many of those arrested 
were customers of the busi­
nesses, but were charged with 
trespassing and curfew viola­
tions.

The arrests fueled a public 
uproar, with council members 
and Police Chief C.O. 
Bradford criticizing the action 
as heavy-handed.

City Briefs
The P.3mpa News is not responsible for the content of 

p.iid adverti.sement

CHANEY'S, 716 W. Fos­
ter, Open New Year's Eve. 
Ch. fr. steak, chicken tenders, 
enchiladas. All You Can Eat 
$8 (incl. lea, ssalad, dessert).

C L A S S I F I E D / C I T Y
BRIEF Early Deadlines: For 
Wed. )an. 1st deadline is 
Tues. Dec. 31sl at noon. For 
Thurs. Jan. 2nd deadline is 
Tbes. Dec. 31st, at 4 p.m. Hap­
py New Year from The Pampa 
News!!

MCLEAN COUNTRY 
Club Dance, TUes., Dec. 31st, 
to "Plain Country," 8-12:30 
a.m. $10 per person. Public 
Welcome.

Punp« Police Deputmeot reported the fal­
lowing anests and incidents during the 24-. 
hour period ending gt 7 a.m. today- " 
t A Ifortdagr, Die. 3Q

Michael, Paul Brown. 20. 621 Nalda^ was 
arrested for cfiiniaai mischief and released on , 
a personal recognizance bond.

Don Goin Abney. S3, 1230 E. Francis, was 
arrested on a warrant for theft by check and 
for assault causing bodily injury to a family 
member.

Dana Lynn Daniels, 38, White Deer, was 
arrested for possession of marijuana under 
two ounces, no driver’s license, no insurance, 
expired motor vehicle inspection, and expired 
tags; and warrants for no seat belt, failure to 
appear, driving with suspended license (2), 
and criminal trespass of a habitation.

Amanda Sue Wolfe, 112 S. Clark, was 
arrested on municipal warrants for defective 
stop lamp and no insurance.

Gregorio Jame Ortega, 49, Canadian, was 
arrested for public intoxication.

A representative for Albertson’s, 1233 N. 
Hobart, reported theft of two bottles of wine 
and a bottle of beer, valued under $50.

Asianlt causing minor injury to a funily 
innihber was reported in the 1200 block of 
North Hobart 

- Burglary of a motor vehicle was reported 
in the 1400 block o f West Somerville.

Theft over $S0 and under $S00 was report­
ed in the 200 block of West Kinpmill. Two 
rings valued at $100 were reported stolen.

Buiglary of a motor vehicle was reported 
in the 1200 block of North Wells. The vehicle 
sustained damage estimated at more than 
$3,000 in the break-in. A carton of cigarettes 
was reported stolen.

Three tires on a vehicle in the 1600 block 
of West Somerville were reported punctured. 
Damage was estimated at $300.

'T h e  plastic covering of the Pollie’s 
Greenhouse building, 529 N. Hobart, was cut. 
Damage was estimated at $1,800.

Vandalism to a vehicle in the 1400 block of 
West Somerville was reported to have 
occurred on Dec. 29. Loss was estimated at 
$300.

Burglary of a ihotor vehicle was reported 
in the 300 block of Anne. Medicine and a 
credit card were reported stolen.

W e a t h e r  F o c u s
P a m p a

Today’s forecast is calling for mostly 
sunny skies, highs in the mid 50s, and north­
west winds 5 to 15 mph, shifting to the 
southwest in the afternoon. Tonight should 
be partly cloudy with lows in the lower 30s, 
and south winds 5 to 15 mph. New Year’s 
.should be partly cloudy. Breezy. Highs in 
the upper 40s. West winds 15 to 25 mph 
shifting to the north. Wednesday night, part­
ly cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. North winds 
10 to 20 mph. Thursday, mostly sunny.

Highs in the upper 40s. Northwest winds 5 
to 15 mph. Thursday night, mostly clear. 
Lows in the mid 20s. Friday, mostly sunny. 
Highs in the upper 50s. Friday night, partly 
cloudy. Lows in the lower 30s. Saturday, 
partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 5Qs. 
Saturday night, partly cloudy. Lows in the 
upper 20s. Sunday, partly cloudy. Highs in 
the lower 50s. Sunday night, partly cloudy. 
Lows in the mid 20s. Monday, partly cloudy. 
Highs in the upper 40s.

S t a t e w id e

Out with the rain and in 
with the sun. Storms that 
ibyndered through much of 
the state headed out of town, 
clearing the way for sunny 
skies and warmer tempera­
tures just in time for New 
Year’s festivities.

North Texas should be 
clear on New Year’s Eve with 
lows in the lower to middle 
30s. Mostly sunny skies will 
greet North Texans on New 
Year’s Day, along with windy 
conditions to the west and 
highs from 55 to 65.

The Texas Hill Country 
and south-central Texas also

will be clear Tuesday night, 
with lows from the lower 30s 
to upper 30s south. New 
Year’s Day should be mostly 
sunny with highs from the 
upper 60s north to mid 70s 
southwest.

Southeast Texas and the 
upper Texas Coast should be 
mostly clear at night with 
lows in the mid to upper 30s 
inland and upper 40s along 
the coast. New Year’s Day 
should be mostly sunny with 
highs in the mid 60s.

Deep South Texas will see 
lows from 42 in the west to 52 
along the coast on New

Year’s Eve. Wedne.sday 
should be partly cloudy and 
becoming breezy, with highs 
from 72 at the coast to 78
west.

The Texas Panhandle will 
be partly cloudy on New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’« 
Day. Lows will be in the 
upper 20s to lower 30s and 
highs will be in the 40s.

Far West Texas will be 
clear Tuesday .night and 
W edne;iay, turning breezy 
and mostly sunny on New 
Year’s Day. Lows will range 
from 33 38 and highs from
52 to 57.

CHRISTM AS TREES
607o off, all other Christmas 
items 75% off. Lazy S Feed & 
Garden, 516 S. Russell.

NEW YEAR'S Eve Dance, 
at Moose Lodge, 8 p.m., 
"Rebel Texas" Band

• NEW YEARS Eve Party at 
the Lone Star Country Club. 
Featuring back again South­
ern Sky. Providing snacks, 
champagne, and a great par­
ly!! Just $15 cover.

"COOLERZ" NEW Year's I^EMEMBER TO pick up 
Eve, at Club Biarritz!! Come your Baby's First Christmas 
party!! For reserv. 665-0225 picture at Pampa News.

VFW POST 1657, 105 S. 
Cuyler, are having a Black 
Eye Pea it Combread dinner 
oivN ew  Years Day Q 11:00 
a.m. Donations Accepted.

AP poll: Economy 
worries Americans

WASHINGTON (AP) -— 
Nearly two-thirds of respon­
dents in an Associated Press 
poll said they believe it’s pru­
dent to hold off on more tax 
cuts.

They also said they feel 
more cautious about their 
own spending, while express­
ing some optimism about 
their financial future. '

When asked about new 
tax cuts, a centerpiece of 
President Bush’s domestic- 
agenda, 64 percent said it was 
better to hold off to make 
sure the federal budget does 
not go into a deeper into the 
red. About three in 10, 28 
percent, said they favored 
additional tax cuts to stimu­
late the economy, according 
to the poll conducted for the 
AP by ICR/International 
Communications Research of 
Media, Pa.

On the international front, 
the poll found people wary of 
a war with Iraq and much 
more likely to view Osama 
bin Laden and his al-Qaida 
network as threats than Iraqi 
President Saddam Hus.sein.

Those anxieties were 
voiced by Joanne Arriola, a 
62-year-old retiree from a 
utility company in Butte, 
Mont. She’s seen her retire­
ment fund reduced sharply by 
the troubled economy and 
worries about the effects of a 
war in Iraq, and is convinced 
that war will return to 
America.

“It’s a scary new year," 
she said. “ My children are 
too old to go (to war), but a 
lot of young people aren’t.

“When the war starts, it 
will ittrt here too. I think that 
once we’re in the war, we're 
going to see something on 
our soil.”

Two-thirds said they were 
worried t h o i r w  wirti^iraq 
would increaie chancea of a 
terror attack in the United

Slates, according to the poll.
On economics, more than 

half of Republicans said it 
would he better to hold off on 
tax cuts to avoid deeper 
deficits. The White House is 
putting together tax cuts that 
could total $300 billion. It 
would feature lower taxes on 
shareholders’ dividends, 
accelerate the 2001 tax cuts 
for all but the wealthiest 
Americans and provide new 
depreciation breaks for busi­
nesses.

“My husband and I decid­
ed to pay off all our debts,’’ 
said Julia Kemer, 37, a phar­
macy technician from 
Frederick, Md., “and I think 
it’s better for the government 
to wait on more tax cuts. 
They are a quick fix, but they 
start undermining the income 
coming in to support this or 
that program.”

Almost half, 44 percent, 
said they expect their fami­
ly’s financial situation will be 
better a year from now. That’s 
a more optimistic view of the 
future than a year ago, when a 
third felt that way. The poll of 
1,008 adults was taken Dec. 
13-17 and had an error mar­
gin of plus or minus 3 per­
centage points.

Republicans were n'ore 
optimistic than Democrats, 
and young adults were signif­
icantly more optimistic than 
older people.

But if many people are 
expecting the economy to 
improve, they’re also watch­
ing their spending more care­
fully. In the poll, 44 percent 
said they were now more cau­
tious about what they spend 
than they had been, while 
half have not changed spend­
ing habits. 'That’s up foom 30 
percent who said they were 
cautious about spending in 
the spring of 2000, before the 
nation’s economic bubble 
began to deflate.

San Antonio 
theine parks 
blind-sided 
by flooding

SAN ANTONIO (AP)
—  Summer flooding and 
rainy weather took a 
heavy toll on South Texas 
them e parks in ,2002, 
according to an industry 
publication that reported 
steep declines in atten­
dance.

Six Flags Fiesta 
Texas’ attendance • 
dropped 9 percent, to an 
estim ated 1.87 million 
visitors, in 2002 com­
pared with the previous 
year, while Sea World San 
Antonio’s attendance fell 
11 percent, to 1.6 million, 
acetnding to an annual 
survey by trade magazine 
Amusement Business.

Schlitterbahn water 
park in New Braunfels 
had an estimated atten­
dance, o f 810,000, a 14 
perceiat discline from the 
previous year.,
', It is not yet known if 
the declines will affect 

,tickM prices at the parks.
The downward slide 

extended to parks across 
the country, with 29 of 
theii top SO'; North 
'A m erican^ ’ ainusem ent 
paiiiral i i^ p o i t^  alteli« i 
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R a in
Science to review our 
methodology," said Williams. 
“We have made some mis­
takes, but overall, I think the 
numbers are in our favor. All 
of our work is public, and 
anybody is welcome to come 
here and review it.”

Williams said that perhaps 
it does not work as well as 
many would like, but he said 
it does appear to be increasing 
rainfall. He said that the pro­
gram may only squeeze an 
extra quarter inch out of a 
one-inch rain, but that’s an 
extra quarter inch that the 
region didn’t have before.

According to Williams, the 
district’s data, and data from a 
cloud seeding program 
around Big Spring that has 
been going on for SO years, 
indicates that rain is increased 
and falls over a wider area 
under a cloud seeding pro­
gram.

O’Brien said the district 
reported 16 inches of rain 
from May to September 2001 
at a ranch in northwest Potter 
County, but the foreman on 
the ranch reported only 7.5 
inches.

“The areas with the fewest 
rain gauges show the most 
rain, with the exception of 
Wheeler County,” he said.

Williams didn’t dispute 
that the rain gauge was faulty, 
but he said the district is using 
all the gauges possible in 
remote ranch country.

“He (O’Brien) won’t let us 
put any (rain gauges) on his 
acreage.” Williams said.

Williams said that the tech­
nology over the past five 
years has improved dramati­
cally, and he said expects it to 
get better in the future. ,

O’Brien said the district 
had presented faulty econom­
ic benefit data.

Williams said the district is 
using d au  from Texas A&M

University and welcomed 
anyone to review the data and 
discuss the issues at his office.

“We have found the (cloud 
seeding) program is positive, 
even if maybe it’s not as posi­
tive as we’d like it to be,” 
Williams said. “A little rain 
spread out over whole area is 
a tremendous economic bene­
fit.”

He said no science sup­
ports O’Brien’s contention 
that seeding potentially took 
water away from one produc­
er and gave it to another.

“Cloud seeding decreases 
the intensity of rain,” O ’Brien 
said. “Those who run ranches 
depend on heavy rains to fill 
tanks and things like that. We 
don’t want them experiment­
ing with our livelihood.”

But while O ’Brien objects 
to the rain-making project, 
Williams said there are ranch­
ers in Wheeler County that 
support it.

Still, O’Brien is circulating 
a petition to shut the program 
down.

Despite O’Brien’s opposi­
tion, it may be budget deficits 
at the state level that threatens 
the program.

With projected budget 
shortfalls estimated as high as 
$1S billion, the state may cut 
funding for programs like 
rainfall enhancement.
Presently, the state funds 
about SO percent of the 10 
cloud seeding programs 
around the state.

The Panhandle
Groundwater (Conservation 
District is holding a series of 
meetings throughout the dis­
trict concerning their rainfall 
enhancement program. They 
have had meetings in 
Wheeler, Roberts and Potter 
counties. The next meeting 
will be Jan. 10 in Carson 
County.

Williams said times have 
not been set yet for meetings 
in Donley and Gray counties.
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PHS Class o f’93 seeks missing classmates
Punpa High Sdiool C lan  

o f 1993 alumni §re'trying to 
locate the following class- 

• mates for their iO-year 
reunion. Anyone widi infor- 
tnation about these former 
PHS students can contact 
Angel at 665-4751 or Amy at 
669-3588: Danny Atley,
Ascención Anguiano, Lizeth 
Arreola, Tim Attocknie, Alice 
Bailey, Kenneth Bailey, Karry 
Bennett, Monte Bennett, Todd 
Black, Tracy Blackshear, 
John Blackwood, David 
Borsheim, Angie Brewer, 
Chad Bridges, Annette

Brown, Roger Browning, U u  
bah ill, Shonda Carroll, 
Anabel Chavez, Maria 
Chavez, Pauy Coombes, 
Christy Cotta, Jenny Couts, 
Dee Dee Covili, Jane Cox, 
Jeffery Craven, Cherise 
Davis, Jason Delozier, 
Tamara Dreher, Hugo 
Echeverria, Tornar Embers, 
Jeremy Evans, Avery Findley, 
Scotty Gamble, Brenda Gee, 
Julie Goodwin, Melanee 
Grange, John Graves, Brett 
Greenhouse, Ricky Grubitz, 
Christine Gwiazda, Johnny 
Haesle, Katie Hamilton,

Dalene Hapeman. Traci 
Hearron, Katrina Hernandez, 
Melissa Herring, Michael. 
Hodges, Nadine Hoffman, 
Donny Hulsey, Destry James, 
Tarah Johnson, Lisa Johnston, 
Chris Kimbrell, Mark 
Knighten, Laticha Landers, 
Mark Largin, Kathy Lessarti, 
Joni Lewis, David Martinez, 
Maggie Martinez, Diana 
McCain, James McDuffie, 
Chad McFall, Michele 
McGivern, Crystal Mercer, 
Eva Montoya, Glenda Neil, 
Dwight Nickelberry, Lamont 
Nickelberry, Andrew Norton,

Terry Nunley, Delena Odom, 
Jerry Osby, Jerry Palm quist,, 
Daryl Patterson. Bobby 
Poison, Michel Reeves, 
Rue ben Rivera, Jeremy 
Roberu, Nancy Saldiema, 
Veronica Santacruz, Amy 
Saxour, Celia Sigala, Brad 
Smillie, Sharo i^m ith , Mary 
Solis, Brandon Standerfur. 
Misty Summers, Bryan Utley. 
Cody Wagner, T.J.‘ Warren, 
Michelle Watson, Casey 
Wells, MandjA Wilkerson, 
Tabatha Williams, Robin 
Wilson, Cheryl Woods- 
Patrick, and Rachel Zamora.

W o r d s
about U.S. intentions.

But Robert Einhom, a Korea expert at 
the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies and a former State Department 
official, said Powell apparently was send­
ing a message to Pyongyang.

“ I think he was trying to signal that if 
they address our concerns, we may be 
able to address their concerns,” Einhom 
said.

Nicholas Eberstadt of the American 
Enterprise Institute agreed. “ It was no

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  O n e

accident that he was using those words,” 
he said.

The 2000 joint communique was 
issued at the conclusion of a Washington 

" visit by Vice Marshal Jo Myong- Rok. It 
came at a time when a U.S.-North Korean 
accommodation appeared to be within 

^ach.
“The two sides stated that neither gov­

ernment would have hostile intent toward 
the other,” the communique read.

The United States subsequently dis­
covered that the North was secretly 
engaged in a uranium-based nuclear 
weapons project that, officials say, began

well before Jo’s visit — a clear violation 
of a 1994 U.S.-North Korean agreement.

State Department spokesman Philip 
Reeker reaffirmed Monday the United 
States has reason to believe that the pro­
ject was begun four or five years ago, or 
at least two years before Jo’s visit.

The spokesman noted that the Bush 
administration first became aware of the 
program this past sununer. The North 
acknowledged its existence to U.S. offi­
cials in early (X;tober.

The administration wants the North to 
dismantle its nuclear weapons facilities 
unconditionally.

NEW YEAR SALE

SHOPPING CERTIFICHrE
TEN DOLLAR GIFT CERTIFICATE TO OUR FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS 

WITH A MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $20.
LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER 

COUPON OR SPECIAL OFFER. CANNOT BE USED ON PRIOR PURCHASES. 
EXCLUDES COSMETICS AND FRAGRANCES. VALID ONLY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1,2003.

HSSORTED

QUIITS
AU SIZES

l a a ’28"-*l2"

MADISON INDUSTRIES 
NONSKID FLORAL

ALL SIZES

MENSalADIES

WmCHES SWEATERS
II

M a w - w

MENSMICROFIRER

SHEET SETS
SIO'IH.SQO'I'J

T o n  I i M  I D I u o M  P \ g i ; O n f
R e g .M 2 '“-^29

E x h ib it
banners depicting the story of Creation for Cincinnati’s St. 

Timothy’s Episcopal CThurch were exhibited at the Square 
House Museum in Panhandle.

Monday afternoon, Robert McKenzie and his associate 
Deborah I^ m  were in Amarillo to give a demortstration on fab­
ric painting.

Initially, McKenzie had planned to paint the Lighthouse, a 
landmark in Palo Duro Canyon, his backyard when he lived at 
Colony Catherine south of Amarillo, but because of time con­
straint!, both he tfid Kem turned to floral designs instead.

Principal ftinding for the exhibit is from the Amarillo Area 
Foundation, Don and Sybil Harrington Foundation, Meadows 
Foundation and Playa Lakes Joint Venture.
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Pipeline safety: an issue 
o f  param ount im portance

From the El Paso Times:
Any map o f underground pipelines in Texas would close­

ly resemble the intricate latticework o f cobwebs in an unat­
tended attic.

A state that for half a century has depended so heavily on 
energy production must have a means o f transporting that 
fuel to refineries and markets. Although pipelines have been 
shown to be generally safer than tanker trucks, deadly dan­
gers still lurk beneath the state’s more than 268,000 square 
miles.

That’s why it was good to see President Bush last week 
sign legislation that’s aimed at improving safety along the 
nation’s 2.2 million miles o f oil and natural gas pipelines. 
While the measure is federal in scope, it o f course has a 
tremendous impact on Texas.

And, it has a significant impact on El Paso. Although 
we’re not in the oil patch, El Paso is a hub for pipelines, and 
iff past few years the city has been in great need d f a new 
Longhorn Pipeline that would transport fuel here from 
Houston. Longhorn officials have cleared numerous legal 
and legislative hurdles in their quest for opening that much- 
needed pipeline.

The law that Bush signed requires pipeline inspections'at 
least once in the next 10 years and every seven years after 
that. It’s encouraging that the frequency of inspections 
would be higher for pipelines near large cities. It’s also 
encouraging that the bill addresses the public’s right to know 
about pipeline hazards. It would set up environmental 
reviews that would emphasize more timely pipeline repairs. 
State oversight of pipeline safety would be increased.

Pipeline safety is a matter o f life and death. Twelve peo­
ple were killed in an August 2000 explosion near Carlsbad, 
N.M., and a June 1999 explosion killed three people in 
Bellingham Wash. The bill that Bush signed has its critics. 
Frank King, whose son was killed in the Bellingham 
tragedy, has said pipelines should be inspected even more 
frequently. “There are natural gas pipelines in the ground 
that have never been inspiected,’’ he complained.

The important fact is that the federal government is tak­
ing significant steps toward increased pipeline safety. It will 
be up to state officials to match that dedication. As the acci­
dents in Carlsbad and Bellingham have made so startlingly 
clear, pipeline safety must be a matter of high priority at the 
federal and state levels.

RKPRbLSENTING YOU IN AUSTIN
State Rep. Warren Chisum

Pampa Address; 100 N. Price Road, Pampa TX 79065 
Pampa Phone: 665-3552
Austin Address: P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768-2910 
Austin Phone: (512) 463-0736

State Sen. Robert Duncan
Lubbock Address: 1(X)I Main, Ste. 608, Lubbock. TX 79401
Lubbock Phone: (806) 762-1122
Austin Address: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, TX 78711
Austin Phone: (512) 463-0128
robertduncan @> senate .state .tx. us

Texas Gov. Rick Perry

P.O. Box 12428, Austin. TX 78711-2428. 
Constituent Hotline: 1-800-843-5789 
www.govemor.state.tx.us/e-inail.htnil
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U.S. Rep. William M. “Mac** Thornberry
Wichita Falls Address: 4245 Kemp, Suite 315, Wichita 

Falls. TX 76308 Wichita Falls Phone: (940) 692-1700 FAX: 
(940) 692-0539

Anurillo Address: 724 S. Polk, Suite 400. Amarillo, TX 
79101 Amarillo Phone: (806) 371-8844 

Washington Address; 131 Cannon Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20515 Washington Phone; (202) 225-3706

U A  Sew. Kay Bahjy HtrrcingoN
Washington Address: 283 Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington. D.C. 20510 Washington Phone; (202) 224-5922 
8ana8or9hutchison.senate.gov
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Time to turn the page again

One of the hardest things about going 
into a new year is remembering to write 
the date correctly.

It’ll take me three months to get used 
to writing “2003” on my checks, etc.

Fortunately, this problem isn’t new. 
My brother Keith was bom Jan. 4, 1958. 
When Mom enrolled him in school, she 
discovered his birth certificate said “Jan. 
4, 1957.” You can imagine the red tape it 
took to change that mistake.

Now, here we are, turning the calendar 
page one more time. I hope the year is a 
safe and prosperous one for us all.

***
This may have been the longest 

Christmas I’ve ever experienced.
Ten days ago, Vic and I traveled almost 

1,000 miles across the country to see our 
son Dave at Fort Campbell, Ky. Dave, a 
specialist in the Army, has to stay close to 
his base right now, so wc decided we’d 
deliver his Christmas presents in person.

We created Christmas in our motel 
room with a tiny tree, lights, ornaments 
and tinsel, all bought at half-price, and a 
form of our family’s traditional Christmas 
tea made from apple cider and spiced tea 
bags heated in a coffee maker provided by 
the motel.

I couldn’t have asked for a better pre­
sent than to be with the son I hadn’t seen 
in a year, watching him open his presents, 
drinking tea from a foam cup, and simply 
.soaking up the moment.

To my surprise, Dave said he wanted 
to take that silly little tree back to the base 
to serve ste the “company Christmas tree” 
- a little bit of home to share with the 
other soldiers who stayed on base for 
Christmas.

After eating lunch together on 
Christmas Eve, Dave, wearing his fuzzy

Santa hat, loaded his red tmek with the 
tree and his presents and returned to the 
Army life.

Vic and I began our long trip back to 
Texas,, trying not to be too worried about 
the winter’s strongest snowstorm raging' 
between us and home.

A cold rain fell as we left Clarksville, 
Tenn., but the roads weren’t slick and 
traffic was light along the winding two- 
lane road leading back to Interstate 40.

As it turned out, the worst of the storm 
went slightly north of 1-40 leaving a clear 
path for us Christmas travelers. We spent 
the night in Little Rock, Ark and returned 
home with no problems.

On Christmas morning, we found a 
Waffle House serving breakfast. The 
waitresses yelled a cheerful “CJood morn­
ing!” and "Merry Christmas!” to every­
one coming through the doors. They treat­
ed a distinguished elderly gentleman who 
came in dressed in a black suit and black 
suit and a big smile, with respect and 
honor. I’ll always wonder what his story 
must be.

I was surprised to see so many other 
Christmas Day travelers. We shared the 
highway with lots of cars filled with 
brightly-wrapped packages and excited 
faces, but few of the big trucks that clog 
the interstates these days.

Telephone calls from my mom and dad 
and my best friend Cindy who after many

years as a single patent got some rocks for 
Christinas • the kind you wear on your left 
ring finger - were special highlights of my 
unusually long C ^stm as.

This weekend, a visit from, my daugh­
ter Angel, her husband (Thad, and my 
grandbabies Kaitlyn and Brendan became 
another special Christinas present. 
Kaitlyn and Brendan helped me fix 
spaghetti for supper and the real 
(jhristmas Tea before we gathered around 
the tree to open presents. We enjoyed 
another day and a half Just being together 
before they returned to Vernon.

With all that was going on, I felt a lit­
tle like the crew of a cruise ship. As soon 
as Angel’s family left Sunday, I hurried to 
get ready for Vic’s brother Doug and our 
niece and nephew who were due to arrive 
a few hours later.

Sunday night the five of us celebrated 
Christmas with Vic’s mom who has been 
in the hospital for the past three weeks. 
That put the finishing touch on my holi­
day.

This year I missed sharing the holiness ' 
of the Christmas candlelight service with 
my dear church family, but in its place I 
saw Christ’s light in a tiny half-price 
Christmas tree brightening some young 
soldiers’ holiday, in the voice of a cheer­
ful waitress greeting customers on 
Christmas morning, in the smile of a well- 
dressed elderly gentleman, and in the 
faces of expectant children drawing pic­
tures on fogged car windows as they 
passed by.

I felt the warmth of His light through 
two happy phone calls and in the hugs and 
kisses of my family.

That guy who won the Powerball has 
nothing on me. Surely I must be the rich­
est person in the world.
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Facing down the screamers
The latest liberal attempt to blacklist 

pro-life conservatives failed last week. 
The Bush administration finally appoint­
ed W. David Hager, a University of 
Kentucky obstetrician-gynecologist, to 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
advisory committee for reproductive 
health drugs.

Planned ParenthtKxl President Gloria 
Fcldt must be htiarse now, because she 
screamed for over two months about 
Hager, who committed the sin of vigor­
ously questioning the safety to mothers 
of the abortion pill RU-486 (mifepris­
tone). Feldt called the appointment of 
Hager and two other gutsy pro-life doc­
tors, Joseph B. Stanford o f the 
University of Utah and Susan A. 
Crockett of University of Texas Health 
Center at San Antonio, “a Christmas gift 
to religious extremists.”

Frenzied media and Democratic Party 
objections to the appointment have been 
extraordinary for two reasons. First, the 
appointment is to an advisory commit­
tee, one that makes no decisions. 
Advisory committees are usually consti­
tuted in a way to make sure that the actu­
al decisionmakers get advice from a 
variety of perspectives. This appoint­
ment should have been no big deal, but 
Ted Kennedy and Hillary Clinton made 
it one.

Second, those objecting to Hager 
seem to live in a country other than the 
United States. The Des Moines Register 
editorial board was shocked that Hager 
has said that the place to find safe sex is 
“within mairiage.” Hasn’t the explosion 
of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs)

Marvin Olasky
C o l u m n is t

taught us that? New York Times colum­
nist Maureen Dowd complained that 
since Hager does not ignore his 
Christian beliefs when grappling with 
social problems, he is trying to bring 
back “medievalism.” But Dowd was one 
of the leading complainers about Bill 
Clinton’s Bible-plus-adultery compart­
mentalizing.

Hager’s appointment is an excellent 
one for three reasons. First, he has the 
credentials. Hager received the 
“Outstanding Physician in America 
Award” from Modem Healthcare maga­
zine in 1994. This year. Ladies Home 
Journal named him one of the “Best 
Doctors for Women” in the Southeast. 
His work has been published in the 
American Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, the Journal of 
Reproductive Medicine, and the Journal 
of the American Medical Association. 
He’s edited two textbooks -  “Infection 
Protocols for Obstetrics and 
Gynecology” (1992) and “Protocols for 
Infectious Diseases in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology” (1999) -  put out by highly 
regarded niedical publishers.

Second, Hager represents tens of mil­
lions of Americans who have faith in 
Christ and believe that his teaching is

relevant all through the week, not just 
for an hour on Sunday morning. It’s 
good to have a variety of views on advi­
sory committees: Why should a biblical 
view be excluded? As David Stevens, 
executive director of the Christian 
Medical Association, put it, “If being a- 
religious is the criteria for public ser­
vice, then most of our founding fathers 
would have been disqualified.”

Third, Hager’s compassionate con­
servatism animates the work at his 
Women’s Care Center in Lexington, Ky. 
Reckling the treatment of a 17-year-old 
girl suffering from sores caused by an 
incurable STD, he said, “She was shat­
tered when I explained to her that she 
had contracted a disease from this per­
son who' told her that she was the only 
person he had sex with.” He added. “It’s 
one thing to see how an STD organism 
reproduces in the lab; it’s another to see 
how it destroys young people’s lives, 
and, well, you just don’t get over seeing 
that.”

The cultural left in America is trying 
to silence those who do not get over see­
ing the real-life consequences of the sex­
ual revolution. Gloria Feldt and Der 
allies try to inflict damage on any social 
conservative who gets even minor atten­
tion and in that way drive a wedge 
between moderates and conservatives. 
It’s excellent that in this relatively minor 
appointment the Bush administration 
stared down congressional and media 
liberals. The big battles -  like those 
involving Supreme Court seats -  are still 
to come. Those appointees, after all, do 
more than advise.
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THC NEWS —  T imsimv, OecuMiN 31, 2002 —  S

t)ipdals: No quick end in s i^ t for Venezuda oil crisis
T S f q 'S

heiáipporls
cease-fire

RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AP) —  Yasser Arafat said he 
welcomes a U.S.-backed call 
for an immediate cease-fire 
with Israel, but stopped short 
of committing to steps the 
Palestinians would be 
required to take ahead of 
such a truce.

In a speech Tuesday nrark- 
ing the anniversary of the 
I96S founding of his Fatah 
group, Arafat also reiterated 
his opposition to attacks on 
Israeli and Palestinian civil­
ians.

In Gaza City, tens of thou­
sands of Palestinians gath­
ered in the main square to 
mark the anniversary, with 
participants chanting 
“ Arafat, Arafat” as his 
speech was played over loud­
speakers. It was one of the 
largest gatherings since 
Arafat returned from exile in 
1994 as part of interim peace 
agreements.

The Palestinian leader 
spoke to legislators and sup­
porters at his sandbagged 
compound in the town of 
Ranriallah to which he has 
been confined for a year by 
Israel. Israel accuses him of 
doing nothing to rein in 
Palestinian militias and even 
encouraging bombing and 
shooting attacks on Israelis. 
President Bush has said the 
Palestinians must replace 
their leader if they want to 
establish a state.

However, U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan said 
Tuesday that Arafat must not 
be sidelined. “ I know the 
Israeli position ... but you 
also know the position of the 
vast majority of the interna­
tional community that until 
there is a new leader, since he 
is the only elected leader, we 
have to deal with him,” 
Annan told Israel Army 
Radio in a telephone inter­
view from his New York 
office.

The United Nations — 
along with the United States, 
the European Union and 
Russia — has been formulat­
ing a “ road map’’ to Mideast 
peace.

In the first stage of the 
three-phase plan by the so- 
called Quartet, the 
Palestinians must “ undertake 
an unconditional cessation of 
violence ... accompanied by 
supportive measures under­
taken by Israel,” the latest 
draft says.

Arafat said Tuesday he 
welcomes “ the call by the 
Quartet for an immediate 
cease-fire between the two 
sides and in all areas.” 
However, the Palestinian 
leader did not refer tp steps 
the Palestinians would have 
to take, including declaring 
an unequivocal end to vio­
lence and arresting suspected 
militants.

In the fifst phase of the 
plan, Israel would have to 
withdraw from Palestinian 
areas it reoccupied since the 
outbreak of fighting 27 
months ago. Israeli troops 
currently control most popu­
lation centers in the West 
Bank.

Arafat reiterated Tuesday 
that “ we are against all acts 
of violence against Israeli 
and Palestinian civilians,” 
but stopped short of urging 
Palestinian militias to halt 
such attacks. A militia linked 
to Fatah, the Al Aqsa 
Martyrs’ Brigade, has carried 
out scores of attacks, mainly 
shootings of Israelis in the 
West Bank and Gaza.

Raanan Oissin, an adviser 
to Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon, dismissed 
Arafat’s speech as more 
deception. “ Arafat has con- 
s true ted throughout the years 
an empire of terror and a 
kingdom of lies,”  Gissin 
said, “he  promised us the 
peace of the brave and gave 
us the peace of the grave.”

CARACAS. Venemela 
(AP) —  Venezuela's month- 
old strike to topple Ptesideot 
Hugo Chavez rolled the 
world’s oil nuukeis, helping 
push prices to a two-year high, 
and the government acknowl­
edged production at its wells 
won’t return to normal for 
weeks.

Oil minister Rafael 
Ramirez said Monday that 
Venezuela, the world’s fifth 
largest oil exporter, could 
restore “all operations within a 
month.”

But striking executives at 
the state oil monopoly. 
Petróleos de Venezuela SÁ , 
insist that would be impossi­
ble, even with re[dacements of 
field crews, executives, tanker 
crews and dockhands.

Ramirez claimed that oil 
production was up to 600,000 
and 700,000 barrels a day and

- 4 -

would reach 1.2 million bar- 
rels a day next week. But he 
admitted the strike had already 
cost $2 billion in lost oil rev­
enue and damage to oil instal-

“For some tirr», we will 
have distortions on the world 
oil markets due to this Bhua- 
tion,” Ramirez acknowledged.

Ih e  month-old strike to 
force the leftist Chavez from 
office has paralyzed industry 
and created gasoline and food 
shortages throughout
Venezuela.

The oil industry represents 
30 percent of Venezuela’s 
$100 billion gross domestic 
product. The strike has forced 
the South American nation to 
import gasoline and food.

Venezuela’s opposition
called the strike to force Hugo 
Chavez to call a Feb. 2 non­
binding referendum on his

presidency, which runk to 
2007. Strike leaders hope a 
poor showing will increase 
pressure on Chavez to resign.

Opponents blame Chavez 
for economic contraction of 7 
percent in 2002, annual infla­
tion surpassing 30 percent, 17 
percent unemployment and 
chronic political unrest. They 
charge Chavez is trying to 
impose a leftist authoritarian 
government.

Chavez counters his adver­
saries are trying to mount an 
“economic coup” and that 
Venezuela’s constitution 
allows a binding referendum 
on his presidency next August.

To ease the oil 
shortage,Trinidad said it would 
soon begin shipping 300,000 
barrels a da>|to Venezuela.

Venezuela’s crisis and the 
threat of U.S. war in Iraq sent 
crude futures soaring Monday,

though they eventually settled 
lower on talk of an output 
increase fiom the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countrite.

Oil prices reached a two- 
year high of $33.65 in New 
York before settling back to 
$31.37. The U.S. Energy 
Department reported Monday 
that the average retail price of 
unleaded gasoline rose 4 cents 
last week to $1.44 per gallon. 
The average price at the pump 
has now gone up 8 cents in the 
past two weeks.

“It is pretty much as it has 
been for the past month -r- the 
two driving factors being Iraq 
and Venezuela,” said Orrin 
Middleton, an oil aruilyst at 
Barclays Capital.

Tension over the strike rose 
Monday as police used tear gas 
to separate opponents and sup­
porters of Cluivez outside the

state oil monopoly’s headquar­
ters in Maracaibo, the hub of 
the country’s oil-producittg 
West

Meanwhile, secret police 
arrested National Guard Gen. 
Carlos Alfonso Martinez, one 
of dozens who have occupied a 
Caracas city square for three 
months in rebellion against 
Chavez.

About 60 people protested 
the arrest outside the secret 
police headquarters. Officers 
tried to disperse the protesters 
with tear gas. An ensuing 
rock fight between protesters 
and civilian Chavez support­
ers injured 10 people, said 
city Fire Chief Rodolfo 
Briceno. i

Strike leader Carlos Ortega, 
who leads Venezuela’s largest 
labor federation, called on all 
citizens Monday to stop pay­
ing their taxes.

Pakistan court orders hearing in al-Qaida case
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) 

—  A Pakistani court was told 
Tuesday that five men, three 
Americans and two 
Canadians, were involved in 
“ anti-state” activities on 
behalf of a foreign country or 
organization —  an apparent 
reference to the al-Qaida ter­
ror network.

The court in Lahore 
ordered the men’s lawyers to 
reply to the accusation at a 
hearing scheduled for Friday.

The men were arrested on 
Dec. 19. The most prominent 
of the five was Dr. Javed 
Ahmad, a physician with 
alleged ties to al-Qaida. 
Ahmad is a naturalized 
American, as are his two sons, 
Umer Karar Khawaja and 
Khyzer Ali Khawaja, all of 
whom are in jail. Ahmad’s 
brother Naveed Khawaja and 
his nephew Usman Khawaja, 
who are being detained on 
similar accusations, are natu­
ralized Canadians.

About a dozen family 
members met with Ahmad’s 
two sons and his nephew on 
Tuesday at the Lahore chief of 
police’s office, said their 
lawyer, Pervez Inayat Malik. 
It was the first time the family 
had gotten a chance to see the 
accused since their arrest, he 
said.

“They looked tired. They 
were questioned extensively,” 
Malik said, adding that the 
men were being questioned by

New type train 
‘inaugurated’ 
in Chinese dty

SHANGHAI, China (AP) 
— Germany’s leader and the 
Chinese premier took an 
inaugural ride Tiiesday on 
the world’s first commercial 
magnetically levitated high- 
s p e ^  train service —  a 
gleaming $1.2 billion addi­
tion to China’s most popu­
lous city.

Shanghai hopes the fubir- 
istic German-built “n ^ Ie v ” 
railroad will burnish its 
image as a global business 
and technology center. 
Germany hopes the train will 
herald more lucrative infia- 
structure contracts for it 
across (Thina.

The train has reportedly 
reached speeds of 250 mph 
along a 19-mile-long track 
linking Shanghai’s new 
financial district and air­
port.

It travels faster than con­
ventional trains because it 
floats on a ir ,— held a few 
fractions of an inch above its 
rails by powerful opposing 
magnets.

Premier Zhu Rongji and 
German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder boarded the sleek, 
three-car train in Shanghai’s 
Pudong district and shot out 
of a tubular station for a 14- 
minute journey to and fiom 
the 3-year-old Pudong 
International Airport. In a 
taxi, the round trip takes an 
hour.

A marching band played 
as 300 people —  including 
Chinese construction work- 
eiB, German ettgineers and 
ShanghM Magfor CSm i  
Limgyu —  looked on.

American agents. When asked 
if the accused were asked 
about alleged links to al- 
Qaida, Malik said: “ You 
know well what the FBI peo­
ple could ask them.”

Malik said the men said 
they were not subject to tor­
ture or physical abuse, but 
complained of psychological 
trauma.

Police prevented reporters 
from getting near the relatives 
after the meeting, which the 
court had ordered arranged 
earlier in the day. The court 
also was told of government 
suspicions about the men.

“The federal government is 
satisfied that you have been 
involved in anti-state activities 
in Pakistan on behalf of a for­
eign country or organization,” 
said Punjab provincial 
Advocate General Maqbool 
Elahi Malik, in the court.

When they were arrested, 
authorities said they believed 
the men had links with al- 
Qaida.

“Thus your activities have

been prejudicial to the securi­
ty of Pakistan,” said Malik, 
reading from a statement that 
also said the men were 
ordered to be immediately 
detained in any jail in Punjab 
province.

However, judge Bashir 
Mujahed said he wanted to 
hear from lawyers for the five 
men, who were not in court.

Under Pakistani law, sus­
pected terrorists can be held 
for up to one year without 
being charged. The govern­
ment is required to report reg­
ularly to the court on their 
condition and whereabouts.

Malik said that the govern­
ment also is invoking the 1952 
Security Act of Pakistan to 
hold the men.

Ahmad and his relatives 
were arrested in a raid that 
was reportedly jointly carried 
out by Pakistani authorities 
and the FBI.

Their arrest and the 
involvement of the FBI io the 
raid has sparked protests 
throughout Pakistan.
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B u  3 i lie:; 3 R e v i e w
anniversary

Ndl and M a^ Hilian will be oekfaratiqg their 
|fifthannivmaiytomom)w,Jan. 1, as owners of Bob 
denientt, Inc. 1437 N. Hobart.

The couple purchased the store Jaa 1,1996, and 
are appreciative of their customen at the local busi­
ness.

“We appreciate the custoniers who have been 
with the first five yeais,” said Mary Fulton. “We 
also appreciate the many new customers who have 
begun coming to us for their cleaning needs.”

The Pultons ate grateful to Pampa residents and 
those from the surrounding area who are their cus­
tomers. They believe in Pampa and the future of the 
community.

“We want to thank the people for their continued 
patronage,” said Neil Fulton. “W; look forward to 
continuiitg in business for a long time to come.”

Bob Gements, Inc., provides professional clean­
ing for their customers' garments.

Mary and Neil Fulton are proud of their employ­
ees and their equipment at the local business.

When clothing is taken in for cleaning, it goes to 
the check-in desk where Linda Andrews and Olivia

g -  i  '

>i«â
i »

T

I
Bill A rring ton , center, adm ires a  suit in 
the m en’s suit b a r a t Bob Clem ents, Inc. 
M ary Fulton, left, and  Neil Fulton, right, 
a re  both ready to help anyone in terested 
in purchasing a suit a t the local business.

Portillo mark the articles to be deaned.
The garments are distributed to the cieaniitg area 

of the business to begin the cleaning process.
FoUowif^ cleaniftg, a new shirt unit begins by 

pressiitg shirts. Employees then hand-finish clothes 
to remove any wriiildes. Then, the shirts are placed 
on a shirt form, remainiitg there until the process is 
finished.

After the cleaning process is complete, the gar­
ments are placed on hangers with p l a ^  bags cov­
ering the items to protect them until the owners pick 
them up.

Both a petroleum machine and perc machine is 
offered 1^ the staff in cleanirtg the clothes. Bob 
Clements, Inc., does not have the odor caused by 
chemical cleaning agents.

The Britons are proud of the P^npa business. 
They credit the expertise of their em^oyees for the 
success of their dry cleaning business.

'  ‘TXir greatest asset is our employees,” said Neil.
The Fultons know how important employees are 

to their business. “Our employees are experienced 
and they are dedicated,” he said

Some employees were at the business prior to the 
Fultons purchasing it in 1998.

Cleo Spencer has been woiking at the dry clean­
ers since 1%1 while Lottie Cary joined the business 
in 1973. The Fiilfons speak highly of them.

Mary Fulton went to woik at the business in 
1984. Olivia Portillo has been an employee for 15 
years.

When Mary began working at the business she 
was front desk cleik. She learned the business from 
the ground up.

In time, she began cleaning garments in the back 
of the store and has learned all facets of the business.

The Fultons are proud of the expertise achieved 
by their staff through the years, and know the ser­
vice will continue.

Brenda Gardner Joined the business a few 
months ago as the alteration lady, and brought many 
years of alteration experierK'e to the business.

A unique feature at the business is a men’s suit 
bar. The suit bar is possibly the only business in 
Pampa which sells men's suits.

Experienced staff members are available to assist 
customers with their selection of a suit of their 
choice at the local business during regular business

Bob C lem ents, Inc., 1437 NT H obart, 
owned by Neil and  M ary  Fulton since 
Jan . 1, 1998, is located on the co m e r 
directly west o f United Superm arket.
hours.

Leslie Williams of Pampa sells many suits for . 
the business in Amarillo, Pampa and the sumxind- 
ing area. He has been traveling and selling the suits 
for 14 years.

Men's suits ranging between sizes 40-60 are 
found in stock at the local store.

Maty said she can also obtain suits in smaller 
sizes for her customers upon request.

Gift certificates are also available for the wide 
selection of the latest styles in ties and blazeis. .

A wide selection of colognes is available for their 
customers. An array of new colognes for teen boys 
and girls is available for purchase at the suit bar as 
well as ladies and men’s colognes.

A distinctive feature offered by Bob Clements, 
Inc., is the only Ozone Room in Pampa.

The special room has oxidation which will 
remove the smoke odor from clothing, blankets and 
other household items following a fire.

As smoke is extremely difficult to remove from 
clothing, the Ozone Room is a welcome feature to 
residents whose personal items have been saturated

with the unwdcome odor.
, 'Removal of the smoke odor and stains is vciy 

hard woik,” s»d Mary Puhon. The Fultons said the 
oxidization procedure removes the odor usually in a 
24-49 hour pefkxL

“We don’t do any ckaniitg until ibe process is 
complete,” she said. *Tt is piae oxidization and gets 
the smoke smell out”

Neil and Maty enjoy walking together with their 
10 employees, and appreciate all of them. The staff 
provkfes a full range of cleaning services for cus- 
tomeis.

The business offers all types of cleaning and diy 
cleaning. Anaong the services offered are heavy 
starched shirts and jeans.

Also, drapery cleaning, as well as bedspreads, 
blankets, table clothes and wedding dress preserva­
tion are among the many varied features offered 
the local business. Stored in a refrigerated area at 
Bob Clements, Inc., are fiu' coats and stoles.

The couple invites the public to “come by and 
get the laundiy and dry cleaning service you 
deserve.”

Information regarding business services may be 
obtained by calling 665-5121.

f  ^  '

B renda G a rd n e r brings years of experi­
ence in a lterations to Bob Clem ents, Inc.
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I S Y O U R  B A T H T U B  U G L Y ?

Have B A T H  F I T T E R *  Install 
A New Tub OVER Your Old One!

Commonly Asked Questions? 
a How long will a BATH FITTER tub last? ■
A  Acrylic has a life expectancy of 25-30 years. It 
Is the same material used by the leading 
manufactures for their high-end whirlpool bath 
and spas.

BATH FITTER' of AmarWo

For Hors Info: Sm  Our Di«pla|r at W n tfa ta  Mall or Call lSS-4171 
Showroom at Boll A 1-27 (in Canyon Bysinott Park)
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Sao Our Ad Uitdor Bathroom Ranradeling In Your Southwoatofn BoH YoHow Pagaa

.ify
i fi'
i f
df
i f
✓it

a

û r v ^ v j ô l û  ^
X unah a n ä  ß in r iT  / /  a jn .  * 9  p a n .

7ak9-O ut
A P o U a N t

SZS Jforth H obart (SO€) 6 6 5 -6 i0 5 .

A sk  A b o u t O ur 
J r . C ittssn s JitSG ount

Danny McDowell

C omplete C omputer S eruice

Home OR bnslnessl
C onputer

B luest
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New end-of-year clean regs draws fire from states
ByJOHNHEILTON

A s s p o a ie d  Press W nrrea

WASHINGTON (AP) M i ^  
changes to clean air niles for milities, 
refineries and manufacturers were 
being formally issued IViesday by the 
Bush administration, promptiqg acouit 
challenge from a coalition rtf' New 
Eitgland and mid-Atlantic stales.

“We think what they are doing is 
contiaiy to the Clean Air Act and it is 
fundamentally injurious to the 
American public,” Eliot Spitzer, New 
York’s attorney general, said in an 
interview.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency’s easing of certain require-

menls of the Clean Air Act’s “New 
Soufoe Review” program was being 
piMiahed in the Federal Ri^istBt. The 
program affects whether expensive 
new and-pollulion equipmeiK rhust be 
installed when indudiial facilities are 
modernized.

EPA spokesman Joe Maityak said 
tlutt “what we went final with we feel 
will be a positive for the environmenL”

EPA Administrator Christie 
Whitman has said the new rules would 
encourage emissions reductions by giv- 
irtg utilities and refinery operators new 
flexibility. The old program, she said, 
“deterred companies from implement­
ing projects that would increase energy 
ef^iency and decrease air pollution.”

But Spitzer said the new roles would 
contribute to thousands more cases of 
asthma and other respiratory ailmenb. 
He and his counterparts in at least a 
half-dozen other states say they are 
harmed by smog and acid rain from the 
nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide emis­
sions from coal-buming power plants 
and other industrial sources.

They planned to file a lawsuit 
Tiiesday in the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit 
Spitzer said New York would be 
joined by Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island and Vermont in 
the lawsuit, with Maryland and 
Vermont also expected to petition the

appeals court to review the new rule.
According to Spitzer’s office, the 

lawsuit focuses on four elements of the 
new roles afiiecting new technology, a 
new emissions test a revised approach 
for calculating emissions levels and a 
cap on pollution levels set accordipg to 
entire plants rather than specific com­
ponents beittg upgraded.

Spitzer said the publishing of the 
final role on New Year’s Eve, when 
much (rf the public’s attention is divert­
ed, was further evidence the adminis- 
tration “continues to try to hide its 
domestic agenda under the cloak of 
darkness.”

Martyak countered that it was 
unclear what the grounds for the law-

suit were and the state attorneys gener­
al could reap political gains from the 
lawsuit

“There are those who would reach 
the conclusion that this appem to be 
more of a political step than based on 
other reasons,” he said.

Environmental groups also planned 
to join in the l^ a l challenge to the 

•administration.
“O ir argument is ultimately going 

to be that these are illogal cluuiges to 
the Clean Air Act and the EPA has gone 
beyond its authority in grantitig loop­
holes to smokestack industries,” said 
Frank O’Donnell, executive director of 
the Clean Air Ihist, an envirorunental 
advocacy group.

As Pentagon computerizes medical records, contractor suffers theft
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The Defense Department is 
computerizing the medical 
records of all military person­
nel and their families, but just 
as the project gets past the 
experimental phase officials 
are grappling with the theft of 
thousands of records from a 
Pentagon health care contrac­
tor.

The theft earlier this month

mation from an Arizona com­
pany could become one of the 
largest identity thefts on 
record if the information is 
misused, the Federal Trade 
Commission said.

“ I am not aware of a larger 
case, but at this point we don’t 
know if any people have expe­
rienced identity theft,” said, 
Betsy Broader, assistant direc­
tor of the FTC’s division of

of computer hard drives con-cor
taining more than S00,()00 
records with Social Security 
numbers, medical claims his­
tories and other private infor-

planning and information.
' The U.S. Attorney’s office 
in Phoenix planned to unveil a 
reward Tuesday to help cap­
ture the culprits, according to

the Phoenix-based TriWest 
Healthcare Alliance, which 
suffered the theft.

Authorities said thieves 
took computer equipment and 
files with the sensitive infor­
mation during a break-in Dec. 
14 at TriWest, a defense con­
tractor that provides managed 
health care for military per­
sonnel in 16 states.

With a person’s name, birth 
date and Social Security num­
ber, someone could easily 
open credit accounts and cre­
ate fake documents like dri­
vers licenses. Broader said.

but officials say they do not 
yet know the motives or skill 
level of the thieves.

David McIntyre, TriWest 
president and chief executive, 
said health care service would 
not he disrupted as a result of 
the theft.

The breech comes as the 
Pentagon is building a net­
work to computerize the entire 
military health care system, 
including the patient records 
of 8.7 million service mem­
bers, retirees and their fami­
lies who receive medical care 
under Pentagon programs.

The Pentagon is planning 
to roll out the project at up to 
seven military hospitals across 
the nation after successfully 
testing the concept at four 
locations. The system eventu­
ally will be expanded world­
wide.

The Defense Department 
hailed the Composite Health 
Care System II, or CHCS II, 
as a potential “data gold 
mine” for military physicians 
and other health care profes­
sionals that will provide quick 
and easy access to military 
patient records worldwide.

Though the TriWest com­
puters have no connection to 
the la^ e r project, they did 
include information gathered 
for military health care, 
including names, addresses, 
medical cldim histories and a 
small number of credit card 
numbers.

Pentagon officials 
nonetheless are taking the' 
breech “ very seriously” and 
are “going to learn from this 
issue and do what’s neces­
sary” to better guard such 
information in the future, 
spokesmuui Jim Turner said.

When the large computer-

U.S., Mexico authorities weighiî  whether to continue chicken tariffs i
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

U.S. and Mexican officials are 
working on a plan to keep — 
and possibly even increase — 
tariffs on U.S. chicken exports 
set to expire this week.

Tariffs on nearly 80 agricul­
tural goods, including chicken, 
are to drop from 49 percent to 
zero on Jan. 1 as part of the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. Mexican farm 
groups have complained that 
unless the government protects 
them, their country’s chicken

industry will collapse after the 
tariffs expire.

“ It’s apparent that what 
they’re doing is trying to put in 
place their own means of pro­
tecting themselves against a 
large suige of poultry imports 
come Jan. 1,” said Jim 
Sumner, president of the USA 
Poultry and Egg Export 
Council.

Mexico is one of the largest 
•buyers of U.S. poultry, espe­
cially of chicken parts, such as 
wings and legs. Mexican con­

sumers buy them because they 
are cheaper than chicken 
breast meat, and they usually 
get them at a lower price than 
what Mexican producers 
charge.

The National Chicken 
Council hopes the two govern­
ments agree to extend the tar­
iffs for five more years and 
raise them to 99 percent for 
2003 — the level they were at 
in 2001. The tariffs gradually 
would be trimmed by 20 per­
cent per year.

Sdeitißte undHljcal
coni blood fivjzen smne 15 years

WASHINGTON (AP) —  Even after 15 
years in the deep fireeze, human umbilical 
c « d  blood may Ire used to  restore bone mar­
row in cancer patients, acctxding to a  study 
that showed cells ftom  long-frozen ^reci- 
mens were able to grow and expand in lab­
oratory mice. ’ ib;

“ People have been w ondm ng how long 
we can fireeze and store thèse cells,”  Hal 
BroiOneyer, a researcher at the Indiana 
University School o f  M edicine, said 
Monday. “ Our paper says it is h i ^ y  likely 
that they can be stored for at least IS 
years.”

In a  study appealing this week in the 
Proceedings o f the National Academy of 
Sciences, Broxmeyer and his co-auth<re 
repott that human cord blood frozen in 1985 
apd 1986 was able to grow in labcreatoiy cul­
tures with the same vigor as fiiesh cord 
blood. Wlren put into mice, the defrosted 
cells thrived in the laboratoiy animals’ bone 
marrow.

“ We showed we could take the cells afta* 
defrosting and have them expand extremely 
well -r- as well as if  we had used fresh cord 
blood,”  said Broxmeyer, a professor o f 
micrc^iology and immunology and a  pio­
neer in the freezing o f cord blood.

He said cells frozen for five years have 
been used successftiUy in patients. W hile the 
new sttply suggests the period o f viability 
can extend to 15 years, he cautioned that 
100 percent certainty will come only when 
the oidér cells are uréd in human patients.

Otlrer reseaichers sakii ttw new s ^ y  may 
encourage doctors to use long-ftozen cord 
blood for patients who are i tu ^ p e tf ite  need 
and have no othnr < ^ o n .

Blood extracted m un  the undriHcal cord 
after, birth contains stem cells diat can devel- 

mto bonef marrow cells. Sirice 1989, ccred 
blood has been used to restore die bmre mar­
row o f canco^ and leukemia patients whose 
natural bone m anow  was dertroyed by radi- 
ati(»i and chemotherapy treatments. I  

 ̂ W hen coinpatible bone marrow trans­
plants are available, doctors can use 
stitmger drugs and radiation to  attack the 
cancor and thus are m ore likely to  arrest die 
disease. Restoring bonre marrow using cord 
blood transplant has been perfonmed more 
than 2,000 nnies worldwide, and experts say 
the snccess rate is comparable to  conqretible 
bone marrow transplants. ^

Dr. Celso Bianco o f America’s Blood 
C entos, an organization o f blood and bone 
marrow banking com panies, said^ the 
research findm g by Broxineyer is very 
impottani for expanding die availability of 
material for bone marrow tranqilants.

“Only in  recent years have instihttions 
started ccdlecting cord Mood to restree the 
bone marrow o f patients,”  Bianco said. “As 
these rqiositcries grow, vou’l) have more 
chances o f  finding a match” forpadoits.

Lengthening the time when trozen cord 
blood can be used fixnn five years to about 
15, he said, wohld substantially expand the 
inventory o f traniplantabie cells-

“It’s much preferable than 
going through all these other 
sorts of things that can be set 
up as roadblocks,” said Bill 
Roenig, vice president of the 
National Chicken Council.

The Mexican government 
has been making efforts to pro­
tect its market against U.S. 
exports, including by strength­
ening disease-testing require­
ments. Mexican farmers also 
want their government to rein­
state subsidies to cushion them 
from low prices — another 
trade barrier for the United 
States.

“ At the urging of our 
domestic poultry industry, we 
are discussing with Mexico 
ways to keep American poultry 
exports to Mexico at current or 
improved levels,” said Richard 
Mills, spokesman for the U.S. 
Trade Representative’s office.

Some economists speculate 
that U.S. poultry producers 
support the tariffs because 
major U.S. poultry companies 
that own plants and raise poul­
try in Mexico want to shield 
those operations from any 
losses.

Tyson and Pilgrim’s Pride 
are leading producers in both 
Mexico and the United States.

Bruce Babcock, an Iowa State 
University economics professor, 
said he also thinks extended tariffs 
would give Mexico time to pre­
pare its market for mote open 
trading but noted that the country 
has had that chance under 
NAFTA, which has gradually 
phased out tariffs since being 
enacted in 1993.

“The Mexican industry 
really hasn’t restructured itself 
to get ready,” Babcock said.

bigger threat won’t be a 
physical removal of comput­
er hard drives but rather the 
potential theft of records 
from hackers who try to 
break into military computer 
networks, officials said.

Privacy experts are on foe 
lookout for potential security . 
lapses or unnecessary intru­
sions into people’s personal 
information as the I^ ta g o n  
puts more personal informa­
tion into digital form.
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Tuesday, Pecemi3er 31, 2002

DEAR ABBY
written by Pauline Phillips and daughter Jeanna Phillips

Black Is Becoming Basic 
For Guests at Weddings
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DEAR ABBY: Re the letter about 
wearing black a t weddings: I am a 
professional p ian is t/o rg an is t who 
has played for numerous weddings.

Last w inter, I was asked to play 
for a  large wedding. I chose a black 
dress with a fancy sequined jacket. 
Before the wedding, I dropped by to 
v is it my 90-year-old m other, who 
q u e s t io n e d  m y b lack  d re s s . I 
a s su re d  h e r  th a t  b lack  w as now 
appropriate.

My house was on the way to the 
ch u rch , and  ta k in g  my m o ther's  
co m m en ts  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n , I 
dec id ed  to  c h a n g e  in to  a rose- 
colored dress. W hen I walked into 
the church, you guessed it — I was 
g re e te d  by a s e a  o f  b lack  T he 
groom sm en all w ore black tuxes, 
th e  b r id e sm a id s  h ad  long black  
dresses, and even the singers I was 
to  acco m p an y  w ere  d re s se d  in 
black

For a moment, I wanted to da.sh 
back home and change again, but I 
didn't. I ju s t smiled a t the irony

C H A R U riTK  
IN IA S  CRUCF..S, N M

DEAR CHA RLO TTE; I h a d n ’t 
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  so  m a n y  w o m e n  
yiow w e a r  b la c k  to  w e d d in g s  
t h a t  t h e  fe w  w h o  d o n ’t  h a v e  
becom e ‘‘stsu idou ta .” R ead  on:

DEAR ABBY In response to the 
w om an w hose  m o th e r  th o u g h t 
w earing  b lack  to  a w edding  w as

taboo: T h a t  mom h a s  obv iously  
never been to a New York wedding, 
where wearing black is practically a 
requirem ent My husband’s family 
lives there, and a t a recent wedding 
w ith more than  100 guests, I was 
one of only six women not wearing 
black. (Two of my three sisters-in- 
law  had th e i r  b rid esm aid s  w ear 
black.)

COIX)RFUL IN NEW ENOIAND

DEAR COLO RFU L: I n te r e s t ­
in g . H o w ev e r, l e t ’s  Jbe c le a r  to  
a l l  m y r e a d e r s .  N o w h e re  is  i t  
w r i t t e n  t h a t  b la c k  m u s t  b e  
w o rn  to  a  w e d d in g  — U nless th e  
b r id e  re q u e s ts  it.

DFAR ABBY: W hile w ea rin g  
black may, indeed, be considered 
“c la s sy ” and  " ta s te fu l” by m any  
women Uxlay, I |STSonally find the 
treml depressing.

T he la s t w edding  I a t te n d e d ,
only abou t five o f us wore som e­
th in g  o th e r  th a n  b lack . W hen I 
looked ou t a t  th e  couples on th e  
dance floor, it reminded me of tele­
vision clips I had seen of the crowds 
in the Middle East I have told my 
fr ie n d s  re p e a te d ly , “W e a re  no t 
nuns, we are not Amish and we are 
not oppn>ssed women! We have the 
freedom to w ear and eryoy beauti­
ful, joyful colors!” This is es|iecially 
true  a t weddings, which should be 
happy occasions

And by the way, to tho.se ladies 
who shop ^  carefully to find ju s t 
the righ t black d ress — once you

e n te r  a room fu ll o f  o th e r  b lack  
dresses, you're ju s t another grain of 
sand on the seashore.

Whoever believes the m yth th a t 
black dresses make one look slim  — 
guess again. Sorry, girls, if  you’re 
fat, you’re fa t — th a t  black d ress 
isn't fooling anyone.

LOVES COLOR IN OHIO

D E A R  L O V E S C O L O R : T h e  
o ld  s a y i n g  t h a t  c o lo r  e v o k e s  
e m o tio n  m u s t b e  tr u e ,  b e c a u se  
from  th e  to n e  o f  y o u r  le t te r  i t ’s 
c le a r  y o u ’r e  s e e in g  re d . P le a s e  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w h a t  p e o p le  
w e a r  is n ’t  a s  im p o r ta n t a s  how  
th e y  fee l in  it . ( I t w o u ld  b e  in ­
te r e s t in g  to  k n o w  w h a t w o m en  
in  th e  M idd le  E a s t w o u ld  w e a r  
i f  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n ts  a l lo w e d  
th e m  th e  ch o ice  w e e iy o y  in  th is  
c o u n try  — m ay  I liv e  to  see  th e  
day!)

C O N F ID E N T IA L  T O  MY 
REA D ER S: F a re w e ll  to  2002 — 
a n d  w h a t  a  y e a r  t h i s  h a s  
been ! L e t’s a ll s a y  a  p r a y e r  fo r 
w o rld  p e a c e , a n d  f o r  o u r  s t a l ­
w a r t  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  m i l i ta r y  
w h o  a r e  f a r  f ro m  t h e i r  lo v e d  
o n e s  to d a y .  I t  t a k e s  o n ly  a 
m o m e n t to  s e n d  g r e e t i n g s  to  
o u r  tro o p s  s ta tio n e d  a ro u n d  th e  
g lo b e . S im p ly  e -m a i l  th e m  a t  
w w w .O p e ra t io n D e a rA b b y .n e t  
a n d  w is h  th e m  a  H a p p y  N ew  
Y e a r .  A n d  to  e a c h  o f  y o u ,  a  
h a p p y , h e a lth y  2003.
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MONTHS OF my life/

CROSSWORD
By THOM AS JOSEPH

41 Fathers
42 Brawl
43 Tablets

ACROSS
1 Soda 

choice 
5 Fastening 

device 
10 Rapidly
12 Refueling 

ship
13 Region in 

the "Star 
Trek” 
universe

15 Finish
16 Ump's call
17 T h e  

Simpsons" 
bartender

18 Consider 
it appro­
priate

20 Farm 
sight

21 Harry 
Potter's 
rival

22 Historic 
times

23 Florida 
city

25 Vatican 
VIP

28 Order
31 Angers
32 Abduct
34 Polite 

address.
35 R e p 's  

counter­
part

36 Mortgrel 
sound

37 Pleasant 
weather 
condition

40 Inventor 
Howe

W

DOWN
1 Walking 

aids
2 Started 

the bid­
ding

3 Cosmeti

r 0 L A R
0 P E N E R

A D D L E
A L 1 1 1
R S R E N
T M 0 V E

S A N E R
H 1 ■

0 0 cTa P
C E C U B E
K A R A L
E L 1 S T
T L E E S

_ ..  Yesterday’s answer
aan Estóe 11  Beethoven 25 Zodiac

4 Deed
5 Stable 

youngster
6 Columnist 

Smith
7 Baseball's 

Roberto
8 Lady of 

Spam
9 Dresses 

up

symphony 
14 Olds or 

Ford
19 Trio 

of
myth

20 Chin 
cover

24 Dark­
room out­
put

sign
26 Colorful 

bird
27 Let
29 Yam 

variety
30 Told tales 
33 Iron
35 Mediocre
38 Obese
39 Nada
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LEFO RS — Lefors 
girls won by the score of 
22-13 in a recent basketball 
game with Channing.

Katie Barnes had 18 
points to lead the Lady 
Pirates in scoring. Savanah 
Smith followed with 6.

Julia Moore and Sara 
Mason had 4 points each 
for Channing.

Channing won the boys 
game, 41-18.

Josh Gordon's 12 points 
led Channing.

Josh Garcia had 6 points 
and Ricky Vaughn 5 for the 
Pirates.

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —
Brandon Mouton scored 16 
points to lead No. 7 Texas to 
a 58-50 victory Monday 
night over Louisiana Tech, 
giving Longhorns coach 
Rick Barnes his 300th career 
victory.

T.J. Ford added 11 points 
and five assists for Texas (8- 
2), which made just one field 
goal over the final 12 min­
utes. Texas was just 5-of-21 
in second half and made just 
one of 10 3-point tries.

But the Longhorns went 
10-of-I4 from the foul line 
over that stretch to get the 
win for Barnes.

Darrian Brown scored 13 
points for Louisiana Tech (3- 
4), but fouled out with 7:49 
left when he was called for a 
foul and then a technical for 
complaining about it.

Tech had cut a 10-point 
lead to 46-40 when Brown 
wa.s called for the foul. Ford 
then hit three of four free 
throws to swing nfiomentum 
back to Texas.

FORT W ORTH, Texas 
(AP) — TCU set an NCAA 
record for fewest points 
allowed when the Lady 
Frogs beat Texas Southern 
76-16.

The 16 points allowed 
Monday night broke a near­
ly 20-year-old NCAA 
record for fewest points in 
an NCAA game. Prairie 
View scored 19 points 
against Jackson State in 
1983.

“ To hold a national 
record defensively, I think, 
is a credit to our team,” 
TCU coach Jeff Mittie said.

TCU also set a school 
record with 16 blocked 
shots and outrebounded 
Texas Southern 62-34.

The Lady Frogs (6-5) 
jumped to a 15-0 lead and 
built a 39-5 lead by halftime 
as Texas Southern made just 
two of 25 shots from the 
field.

Texas Southern (2-7) 
shot just over 10 percent (6- 
of-58) for the game and had 
29 turnovers.

At one point, Texas 
Southern went without a 
field goal from Victoria 
Jones’ layup with 13:32 
remaining in the first half 
until Patricia Hunter’s short 
jumper with 13:25 left in the 
game made the score 55-7.

“This game shocks me a 
little bit because they played 
a good schedule,” Mittie 
said. “This was a case of us 
being very good at times 
and them just struggling.”

Grace Gantt led TCU 
with 16 points, and Sandora 
Irvin had 15 points and 12 
rebounds.

Jennifer Hickmon had 
five points for Texas 
Southern, which was com­
ing off a 67-46 loss against 
Texas A&M on Sunday.

The record win came just 
two days after TCU beat a 
Top 10 team for the first 
time in school history, a 70- 
53 victory over then-No. 9 
Vanderbilt on Saturday 
night.

Campo fired, Parcells could be next Dallas coach
IRVING, Texas (AP) —  Bill 

Parcells is back in a familiar 
position: apparently on the 
verge of another coaching job.

Within hours after Dallas 
fired Dave Campo on Monday 
following three straight 5-11 
seastms, conflicting reports sur­
faced on whether Parcells had 
become the new Cowboys 
coach.

It remained uncertain early 
Tuesday if Parcells, who has 
been close to deals before only 
to walk away, had actually been 
offered the job or was willing to 
take it

Even before Campo was 
fired. Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones held two long meetings 
with Parcells, who won two 
Super Bowls with the New York 
Giants and also took the New 
England Patriots to the Super 
Bowl and New York Jets to the 
AFC championship game.

The Dallas Morning News 
reported that Parcells (lad 
agreed to an $18 million, four- 
year deal, basing its report on an 
unidentified source close to 
Parcells and Jones. The Fort

Worth Star-Telegram, also 
attributing unidentified sources, 
reported the same financial 
terms and said a deal was immi­
nent.

But ESPN, the networic for 
which Parcells has woiked as a 
football analyst, reported on its 
Web site tiuu Parcells’ agent, 
Jimmy Sexton, and two other 
unidentified sources said there 
was po deal.

“ It will come to an end (Het­
ty quickly,” Parcells said in 
T ue^ay’s New York Times. 
“ We’ve been proceeding 
toward that end.” Parcells told 
the Daily News of New York 
that he has had “productive 
conversations” but “nothing is 
imminent.”

Several news[>apers quoted 
Parcells as saying that he 
planned to be at his New Jersey 
home Tuesday.

Team spokesman Rich 
Dalrymple wouldn’t comment 
on any of the reports, and 
Sexton did not return (>hone 
calls to The Associated Press.

When he announced 
Campo’s firing, Jones said he

had no timetable to hire a 
replacement, but added, “I hope 
it can tuqipen quickly.”

Last year, Parcells signed 
with Tampa Bay, then changed 
hi& mind. Because of that con­
tract, the Buccaneers contend 
they should have been asked for 
(lermission before the Cowboys 
and Parcells talked and that they 
want compensation.

The Buccaneers, however, 
never filed that Parcells contract 
with the NFL office. On 
Thursday, the Bucs will present 

. their case in a hearing widi the 
commissioner’s office.

Parcells also backed out on 
Atlanta and Tam[>a Bay once 
before — a d eca^  ago, when 
Hugh Culverhouse, then the
team’s owner, said: “I feel like
I’ve been jilted at the altar.”

In 1979, Parcells was hired 
as the New York Giants’ line­
backers coach. Shortly after­
ward, he told head coach Ray 
Perkins he couldn’t take the job 
for personal reasons.

llie  61-year-old Parcells has 
been out of coaching since after 
the 1999 season when he ended

a three-year stint with the Jets, 
who were 1-15 before he 
arrived. In 15 NFL seasons, he 
has a 138-100-1 record.

Jones said (lart of the reason 
he fired Cam(X) was to bring in 
a proven coach, and Parcells fits 
that bill. All five coaches the 
Cowboys have had, including 
Tom Landry and Jimmy 
Johnson, were first-time head 
coaches in the NFL.

“This change is more about 
a change in philosophy, not 
about what Dave didn’t do,” 
Jones said.

Campo, a lifelong assistant, 
was promoted from defensive 
coordinator three years ago 
when Chan Gailey was fired. 
He was the last assistant coach 
hired for Johnson’s staff after 
Jones bought the team in 1989, 
following 11 college jobs in 18 
years.

Campo is the first Cowboys 
coach to leave with a losing, 
record (15-33). He is also the 
first never to win the division or 
make the playoffs.

“ I knew the (jarameters that 
we were going to be dealing

with from the standpoint of 
being a team in transition,” 
Campo said. “Sometimes you 
are at the apex and slidiitg. I , 
knew that we were in that [xxi- 
tion.”

Cam|X) was never above 
JOO in a season, and his teams 
never won more than two 
straight games. The Cowboys 
had only five 10-loss seasons in 
40 years before Cam(x> arrived.

After spending his first two 
years in Dallas as a defensive 
assistant, Campo became sec-, 
ondary coach, then defensive 
coordinauir. The Cowboys won 
the Super Bowl in his first year 
as coordinator. He held the Job 
four more seasons, then was 
(Hcked over several assistants to 
replace Gailey.

Jones confirmed Monday 
that he has also talked with far­
mer Minnesota Vikings coach 
Dennis (jteen.

League officials said Jones 
has done all that’s necessary to 
make a move, an indication that 
the interview with Green met 
the minority candidate require- 
ment

First deer

fei b s

Clint Devoll, 14, of Pampa^ot his first deer, an 
8-point, recently while hunting near Shamrock. 
Clint’s parents are Vernon and Twila Devoll of 
Pampa.

G-N honors Pampa football players
Pampa football players con­

tinue to receive recognition 
after the Harvesters advanced 
as far as the Class 4A regional 
semifinals this season.

Three Harvesters —  senior 
quarterback John Braddock, 
junior wingback Johnny Moore 
and senior safety Tristan 
Brown — were named to the 
2002 Amarillo Globe-News 
Golden Spread Super Team.

Braddock was the Super 
Team’s Offensive Player of the 
Year.

He broke single-season 
school records in passing with 
2,381 yards and 23 touch­
downs. Those passing marks 
were also the best in the 
Amarillo area this year.

Braddock completed 65 per­
cent of his passing attempts 
and passed for 200 yards or 
more in seven games.

Moore, who the Su|>er Team 
sophomore of the year in 2001, 
combined for 1,738 rushing 
and receiving yards. His 94 
receptions led the Amarillo 

.area.
Moore goes into his senior 

season with 152 career catches.
Brown finished the season 

with 49 individual tackles, 59 
assisted tackles, three intercep­
tions and one fumble recovery. 
He also broke up 12 passes and 
caused two fumbles.

The Globe-News picked 
Perryton linebacker Tyler 
Merkel as Defensive Player of

the Year and Dub Smith of 
Tucumcari, N.M. as Coach of 
the Year. Canadian running 
back Auston English was 
named Newcomer of the Yeaf 
and the Fort Elliott Cougars is 
the Surprise Team of the Year.»

Earlier, five Harvesters were 
honored when the AGN 
announced its Golden Spread 
Class 4A-5A Su(>er Team.

Braddock and Moore were 
named to the first-team offense 
along with tight end Ryaii 
Zemanek and wide receiver 
Jesse Tarango, who led the 
Amarillo area in receiving with 
1,086 yards. Brown was named 
to the first-team defense.

Braddock was selected as 
the 4A-5A Player of the Year.

Hall meeting on Rose postponed

K nicks b ea t S purs by  one

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Baseball is in no rush to call a 
meeting of Hail of Famers to 
talk about Charlie Hustle.

A meeting between Hall of 
Famers and com m issioner 
Bud Selig to discuss Pete Rose 
had been postponed at the 
request of baseball officials.

The Hall had been contact­
ing its 58 living members 
about a possible gathering in 
Los Angeles on Jan. 17. But 
Bob DuPuy, baseball’s chief 
operating office, asked the 
Hall on Friday to delay the 
session.

NEW YORK (AP) — 
David Robinson’s last game 
at Madison Square Garden 
turned out to be a last-second 
celebration for the New York 
Knicks.

Allan Houston scored 28 
points, including the game­
winning free throws with 5.4 
seconds left, and Michael 
Doleac added a season-high 
16 as the Knicks beat the San 
Antonio Spurs 96-95 
Monday night.

“ It’s one of the best sports 
places to play and our cham­
pionship memories are here,” 
Robinson said of the arena 
where the Spurs won the 
championship in 1999. “ It’s a 
tough way to go out.”

Tim Duncan made a short 
jumper while being fouled^ 
with 6.8 seconds left. His free 
throw gave the Spurs the 
lead. 95-94.

But Stephen Jackson 
fouled Houston trying for a 
steal, and New York’s leading 
scorer sank both free throws.

Duncan then missed a 
short jum(>er as time expired.

“The most amazing thing 
to me was that we kept our 
(wise late in the game,” New 
York coach Don Chaney said. 
“We executed and hung in 
there.” *

A game that was marred 
by physical confrontations, 
technical fouls and ejections 
ended with one of the nnost 
unex()ected sightinp of the 
season: After the game.

Latrell Sprewell patted P.J. 
Carlesimo’s back and put 
his arm around his waist as 
the two walked off the 
court.

The Knicks forward 
and his former Golden 
State coach, now a San 
Antonio assistant, engaged 
in a brief conversation as 
they entered the tunnel. 
Sprewell was suspended 
for the final 68 games of 
the 1997-98 season by the 
NBA after choking 
Carlesimo during a Golden

Hall spokesman Jeff 
Idelson said Monday that the 
meeting would not take place, 
but would not go into the rea­
sons, and DuPuy declined 
comment.

The meeting is likely to be 
scheduled for the first two 
weeks of February, a baseball 
official said on the condition 
of anonymity, and no action 
on Rose is likely to take place 
before the meeting with Hall 
members.

Rose, the career hits leader, 
agreed to a lifetime ban from

baseball in August 1989 fol­
lowing an investigation of his 
gambling. Because of the ban, 
he cannot appear on the Hall 
of Fame ballot.

Rose applied for reinstate­
ment in September 1997 but 
Selig hasn’t ruled on it. After 
years of saying he saw no rea­
son to change the ban Rose 
agreed to with commissioner 
A. Bartlett G iam atti, Selig 
allowed DuPuy to negotiate 
with Rose’s agent, Warren 
Morris, during the past year.

Selig and Rose met in 
Milwaukee on Nov. 25, and 
Rose issued a statement earli­
er this month confirming the 
talks, saying “ we have been 
provided the forum to discuss 
all of the issues with major 
league baseball.” ^

DuPuy met with Hall chair­
woman Jane Forbes Clark, 
Hall president Dale Petroskey 
and Hall vice chairman Joe 
Morgan on Dec. 18, and an 
update on the Rose talks was 
part of the briefing.

Baseball officials want 
Rose to admit that he bet on 
baseball — which he has 
repeatedly denied, as part of

any reinstatement agreement:' 
Morgan, who was involved in 
setting up the Selig-Rose 
meeting, has said his former 
teammate has “ got to come 
clean” if there was to be an 
agreement.

John Dowd, who headed 
the Rose inquiry for baseball, 
wrote a re(X)rt that detailed 
412 baseball wagers between 
April 8 and July 5, 1987, 
including 52 on Cincinnati to 
win.

Dowd cited evidence that 
included betting slips alleged 
to be in Rose’s handwriting, 
and telephone and bank 
records.

The Cincinnati Reds, the 
team Rose spent most of his 
career with and later managed, 
would like him to be reinstat­
ed by the start of the season, 
which would allow him to par­
ticipate in the opening cere­
monies of the Great American 
Ball Park.

Bob Feller has been 
op(X)sed to Rose’s ban, and 
other Hall of Famers have said 
it should be considered if Rose 
admits what baseball said he 
did.

State practice.
Duncan had 31 points and 

17 rebounds for his 13th 
straight double-double, and 
Jackson added 19 [xiints for 
the Spurs, who went on an 
11-2 run in the fourth quar­
ter while Knicks forwards 
Kurt Thomas and Othella 
Harrington sat with foul 
trouble and Clarence 
Weathers(X)on was ejected.

“ These games are big not 
only because it’s a win, but 
they are good for your confi­
dence, too,” Houston said. 
“ We’ve had some big losses 
this season, and this was a 
big win.”

Doleac blocked a shot by 
Duncan with under a minute 
to go, and Ward stripped the 
ball from Duncan seconds 
later.

You*re Cashworthy With UsL
CASH ADVANCES 

UP TO $1,0001
At The Cash Store, we're 
always ready to  help 
cashworthy people like 
you. All you need Is a job, 
a checking account and a 
driver's license to get fast 
cash with the courteous 
service you deserve.

TNt

www.thecashstore.com

That set up Sprewell for a 
free throw that gave New 
York a short-lived lead.

PAMPA
1064 N. Hobart S t 

Next to Long John Silvers 
669-1508
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(HayTON)! P

STOREHOURS •
Monday thru Friday 10-6 

Saturday 10-2

rnntlMkaM

á

http://www.thecashstore.com


.' r=, V.

______ . „ J è f  : .  ■ *?■ - ;«•

. ,íT|NÍW|-%T»«W<^ .
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Ram s'gô du half rampage to rally past 4 ^ rs
w ,-irv

S t. LOUIS (AP) ~  b  W M  

dw perfiKt playoff tuneup for 
the Sao Rnncisco 49en. For a 
half,'an3fway.

Then, the S t  Louis Rams 
came up with a point-scoring 
frenzy reminiscent of their 
dominant three-year run as the 
Greatest Show on Thrf.

Dre* Bly returned a fumble 
20 yards for the go-ahead 
touchdown as the defending 
NPC champions scored 28 
fourth-quarter points to go out 
as winners, ba ting  the play­
off-bound 49ers 31-20 
Noonday night.

“ It ended the season in a 
perfect way," Bly said. “ It’s a 
treoKndous way to finish, and 
it’s a great feeling."

The NFC West champion 
4 ^ rs  ( iO-6) played a game of 
keep-away in the first half, 
taking a 17-0 lead as they 
tuned up for next wec^ 's wild­
card playoff game against the 
New York Giants. Then coach 
Steve Mariucci took out sev­
eral of his first-teamers, and 
paid the price.

“ That was an unusual 
game to coach, and to play," 
Mariucci said. “ I was really 
happy with the first half. We 
played a very energetic, smart 
game in the first half.”

Some of the Rams players 
felt it was a hollow triumph, 
even if it did deny the 49ers a

clean sweep of die NPC Wbst 
—  San f t anclaco ffaiahed S-1. 
■ **Ws did a good job of beat­
ing their second team," wide 
receiver Isaac Bruce. said. 
“ But it’s cool. lt*s always 
good to win."

Bly stripped Garrison 
Hearst after a screen pass for 
the first-scoring return this 
season by the Rams (7-9), 
putting them ahead 24-20 wiA 
6:33 to go ..

Quarterback Jamie Martin, 
who didn’t start because of a 
bruised left knee that kept him 
out of three practices last 
week, got the Rams close first. 
Martin hit Brandon 
Manumaleuna for a 6-yard 
touchdown pass with 11:32 to 
go, and then Bruce with a 26- 
yarder that cut the gap to three 
points with 7:09 left. -

On the first play after the 
ensuing kickoff, Bly put them 
over the top.

Hearst fumbled again with 
2:31 to go, forced by Leoiuud 
Little and recovered by Dexter 
McCleon at the St. Louis 49, 
to finish off the 49ers. Martin, 
who was 22-for-3S for 245 
yards and a career-best three 
touchdowns, tacked on a 32- 
yard scoring pass to Ernie 
Conwell with 1:33 remaining.

“ We just kind of made a 
few plays, and that’s some­
thing we weren’t doing early 
in the game," Martin said.

r '  '
“ You MW wlutt c u  happen 
when we started executing 
with iMs offsnse.'’

Jeff Garcia opened by 
directing the NFL's longest 
drive of the year in terms of 
elapsed time as the 49ers 
chewed up 12K)7 on a 20-|riay, 
81-yatd match capped by a 
19-yard Jeff Chandler field 
goal. Seldom-used backup 
quarterback Tim Rattay then 
took over, throwing touch­
down passes of 2 and 27 yards 
to Tai Streets for a 17-0 half­
time lead.

The 49ers had the ball for 
almost two-thirds of the first 
half. 19:29 to 10:31 for the 
Rams, and outgained them 
224-33. The opening drive 
surpassed one of 10:04 by the 
Jaguars in the opening week 
o f the season.

San Francisco had a domi­
nating start without two offen­
sive linemen nursing minor 
ankle injuries, guard Ron 
Stone and tackle Derrick 
Deese. The 49ers also were 
without wide receiver Terrell 
Owens, who missed the last 
two games with a groin injury.

LSU hopes to use Cotton Bowl
ô help recruiting in Texas

bALLAS (AP) — The 
LSU Tigers had plenty of rea­
sons for wanting to play in 
the Cotton Bowl. If recruiting 
wAsn’t the top one, it was a 
close second.

Although Louisiana shares 
a jxirder with Texas, about 
the only time LSU crosses it 
is When coaches are trying to 
woo high school players. So 
getting to play the Texas 
Longhorns on New Year’s 
Day provides some great 
exposure.

•“ We need to get the play­
ers in our state, that's the No. 
1 priority,” Tigers coach 
Nick Saban said. “ But I don’t 
think we can be held hostage 
just by the kind of football 
players in our state to help 
build our program.

“ We have to have a little 
broader recruiting base so we 
can complement the good 
players we have in our state. I 
think East Texas, because it’s 
close and there are so many 
good players and so many 
good programs, is certainly 
one of the prime spots to do 
that."

LSU (8-4) has just seven 
Texans on its roster, mostly

from between Houston and 
the Louisiana border. The 
only Dallasite is Ryan 
Gilbert, a redshirt freshman 
running back who has just 10 
carries in three games.

The Longhorns (10-2) are 
loaded with home-state tal­
ent. There are 26 players 
from the Dallas area alone.

“ They have great pro­
grams here,”  Saban said. 
“The guys are usually devel­
oped. They are used to work­
ing hard. I think they bring a 
lot to your program beyond 
ability.”
' The big-picture focus -for 
Texas is ending a five-game 
losing streak in the Dallas 
area. They’ve even adopted a 
slogan of “ Take Back
Dallas.”

The Longhorns have
dropped three straight to
Oklahoma in their annual 
meeting, lost to Arkansasjn 
the 2000 Cotton Bowl and 
were beaten by Colorado in 
the 2001 Big 12 champi­
onship game at Texas
Stadium in Irving.

“ I don’t know if it’s a 
product of us not playing 
good there, or just facing

Glemens back with Yankees for 
one, probably final, season

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Rocket wants to go out draped 
in pinstripes.

Roger Clemens and the 
New York Yankees capped 
two months of talks by agree­
ing Monday to a $10.1 mil­
lion, one-year contract. The 
six-time Cy Young Award 
winner also said he’ll proba­
bly retire after next season, his 
2(Kh in the major leagues.

“ My feeling is right now 
that I don’t anticipate playing 
past this year," Clemens said. 
“ I plan on going out the right 
way — like I always have, full 
throttle."

An eight-time All-Star who 
turns 41 in August, Gemens 
has gone 60-27 during four 
seasons with the Yankees, 
winning World Series titles in 
his first two years. He doesn’t 
want to make a formal 
innouncemejit about retire­
ment and get feted with hon- 
x s  in each city, the way Cal 
Ripken did.

Yankees after 13 seasons in 
Boston and two in Toronto, 
has 3,909 strikeouts, third on 
the career list behind Nolan 
Ryan (5,714) and Steve 
Carlton (4,136). With a 293- 
151 record, Clemens has a 
chance to overtake Tom 
Seaver (311) and Gaylord 
Perry (314) next season, 
which would put him in ISth 
place on the career wins list.

After going 20-3 in 2001, 
Clemens was 13-6 with a 4.35 
ERA in 29 starts last season, 
battling leg problems.

“To win 300 in the 
Stadium or in the uniform 
would mean everything,’  ̂
Clemens said. “ It would go 
hand in hand with the champi­
onships."

For now. New York has 
eight starting pitchera, a group 
that also includes Andy 

' Pettitte, Mike Mussina, David 
Wells, Cuban defector Jose 
Contreras, Orlando
Hernandez, Jeff Weaver and 
Sterling Hitchcock.

“ I don’t want to say some- 
Jiing now and have the dis- 
ractions that go along with 
t."  Clemens said. “ I don’t 
vant to be the show."

Qemsns, who joined the

Yankees general maiuiger 
Brian Cashman said the sur­
plus of starters allows him 
flexibility to make moves 
before opening day. 
Hernandez and Hitchcock are

“ I’m going to be 41 this 
year, and I plan on leading this 
staff in a number of ways, on 
theTield and off the field," 
ClemerM said. “ I’m going to 
continue to push those guys.”

third-striofer Scott Covington 
the staitqr on Salniday. But he 
stayed # ith  Covington —  a 
Beagals castoff who has been 
with the team since October 
—  for only .two ineffective 
series before going back to 
Martin.

“He just got a little excit­
ed," Martz said. “He had a 
couple of plays called back­
w ard  that hurt us early in the 
game. Instead of nuking a bad 
situation worse and ruining it, 
I got Jamie in there."

Covington disputed 
Martz’s assessment.

“A couple drives and I’m

out, but it’s his ptetogative,” 
Covington said. "1 was com- 
focttMe widi everythhig.”

Garcia converted four third 
downs in die marathon open­
ing m aidi before he duew die 
ball away on a third-and-goal 
from the Rams 1. The 49ers 
had to settle for a 19-yard 
field goal by Quuidler.

Streets’ 2-yard catch 
capped a seven-play, 63-yard 
drive with 10:34 to go in the 
half. The third scoring drive 
was less time-consuming — 
three plays covering 70 yards 
— and took up only 1:24, 
capped by Streets’ 27-yard

reoeption widi 3:02 left in the 
half.

The Rams got all but 10 
their 33 first-half yards on two 
compledons from Martin to 
Tony H d t near the end of the. 
half. Martin was intercepted 
by Ronnie Heiud at the 49ers 
19 to end the brief threat with 
10 seconds to go. >

Rams offensive tackle 
Orlando Pace returned to the 
lineup after missing three 
games with a pulled ham­
string, but wasn’t in for long. 
Pace left in the second quarter 
with possible tom cartilage in 
his right knee.

Bucks trip U p Mavericks, 110-107
DALLAS (AP) — The 

Milwaukee Bucks went into 
Dallas struggling. So they played 
to the Mavericks’ strength— and 
won.

The Rams, who had the 
NFL’s No. 1 offense the last 
three seasons, produced only 
33 total yards in the first half.

“ I was getting ready to 
check the paper to look for a 
job," Martz said.

A skittish Martz picked

Tim Thomas hit a 3-pointer 
ftom the left comer with 9.9 sec­
onds remaining as the Bucks ral­
lied from a 17-point second-quar­
ter deficit and handed the 
Mavericks only their second 
home defeat of the season, 110- 
107 Monday night

The Bucks showed they could 
keep up offensively with the 
Mavericks, the league’s highest 
scoring team at 1019 points per 
game before Monday.

Milwaukee entered as the NBA’s 
third-highest scoring team at 99.3 
points.

“We played against a team 
equally able to score,” Mavericks 
coach Eton Nelson said. “We got 
beat at our own game.”

Thomas, a 31 percent 3-point 
shooter at the start of the night, 
worked along the baseline, get­
ting free in the left comer for the 
decisive jumper.

“I was just trying to get 
open,” Thomas said. “I started 
mnning the baseline, nobody 
played me aivl I was able to hit 
i t”

Dirk Nowitzld, who matched 
his career high with 40 points.

made two free throws with 19  
left to cut the deficit to 109-107, 
but Thomas hit one of two foul 
shots with 2.6 seconds to play.

Dallas, 14-2 at home, seemed 
ready to take control when 
Michael Finley hit a baseline 
jumper with 1:09 remaining for a 
105-100 lead.

But the Bucks were better 
down the stretch, closing with a 
10-2 run, including the 3-pointer 
by Thomas that gave Milwaukee 
a 107-105 lead.

“I still think our team is play­
ing better than its record and we 
needed a confidence booster to 
beat a good team,” Bucks 
coach George Karl said.

S c o r e b o a r d

really good teams,” quarter­
back Chris Simms said.

As much as he’d like to 
finally win in Dallas, Simms 
said it’s more important for 
him to close his college 
career with a victory.

He’s even daydreamed 
about doing it in record-set­
ting fashion. While thumbing 
through a book of Cotton 
Bowl records, he noticed that 
Miami’s Craig Erickson^ 
threw for the most touch­
downs in the game — four, 
against Texas in 1991.

A performance like that 
might even start a Longhorns 
streak in the other direction.

“ We’d like to start a new 
mindframe going into next 
year,” Simms said. “ We want 
the next crop thinking this is 
our city, so they have more 
confidence when they get 
back here to play 
Oklahoma.”©

Or, as receiver Roy 
Williams put it: “ If we can 
get a victory here in January 
2003, then maybe we can 
come back and get another in 
October.”

The game is sponsored by 
SBC.

BASKETBALL

the most likely to be traded.
“Either we’ll have superb 

depth or we’ll be able to trade 
from a strength,” Cashman 
said.

“ When the dust settles and 
the season gets underway, 
usually injuries hit. It’s like 
thoroughbreds — one thing 
leads to another. Or we’ll be 
able to utilize that depth in a 
trade."

While the Yankees and 
Boston are still talking to 
Montreal about possible 
irades involving Colon, no 
deal with the Expos is inuni- 
nent and New York would 
insist that at least one of its 
current starters be included in 
the deal, a Yankees official 
said.

New York wants Clemens 
to set an example for younger 
pitchers, such as Weaver. 
Cashman remembered the day* 
in July 2(X)1 that Gemens vol­
unteered to pitch in Detroit on 
three days’ rest when a team­
mate got sick.

M aw tart CoUcfi BMfcctbidl 
Major Scorn 

By The Aaodalcd P ra i  
EAST

Colfale 92. Hanwick 31 
Gcor(e Washingtan 68. BinghaiMon M 

La Salle 82. Quinnipiac 71 
Ufayetie 83. Albany. N Y. 73 

Marin 74. Aimy 37 
Mount St Mary't. Md. 70. Navy 69 

Providence 74. Penn 71. OT 
Rutgen 66. Prairie View 37 

St. Francii. f t . 64. Coniell 61 
Syracuse 87. Canitius 69 

Wagner 69. American U. 33 
SOUTH

Appalachian St 83. James Madison 76 
Auburn 92. Southern Mist. 46 

Charleston Southern 66. Fairfield 64 
East Carolioa 73. Marquette 70 

Florida 91. Florida A&M 5i 
Georgia Southern 83, Savannah St. 67 

' c- e Miami 68. l^high 62
N.C.-Wilmington 81, Jacksonville 62 

Tennessee 77. Tenn.-Martin 30 
Troy St. 81. Alabama St. 61 

UCF 64. The Citadel 33 
Virginia 77. Liberty 38 —

Virginia Tech 76. Towton 32 
William & Mary 82. Campbell 80 

MID3VEST
Ont. Michigan 113. Spring Arbor 63 

Illinois 63. Coppin St 37 
Jacksonville S t 82. Oakland. Mich. 76 

Missouri 63. Valparaiso 47 
Northwestern 69. Buffalo 62 

Notre Dame 76. Vanderbilt 63 
Purdue 84. Colorado St. 36 
Toledo 81. Michigan St. 76 

W. Michigan 73. Ind.-Pur.-Indpis. 31 
Wichita St. 74. W lllinoit 36 
Wyoming 69. Indiana St. 37 

SOUTHWEST
Oklahoma 100. N.C.-AthCville 64 

Rice 86. Louisiana College 69 
Texas 38. Louisiana Tech 30 

FAR WEST
No nujor team scores reported from the FAR WEST. 

TOURNAMENT 
Bank One Fiesta Bowl Clastic 

Third Place
Florida St. 82. Davidson 66 

Big R/HoVday Stores Classic 
Third Place

Loyola Marymouni 74. S. Carolina St 69 
Dr Pepper Clastic 

Third Place 
Maine 87. Lipscomb 71 

Outrigger Hotels Rainbow Classic 
Consolation Bracket 

Alcorn St 74. Texas-Pan American 36 
 ̂ Flhh Place 
Bradley 88. Chicago St 76 

Stale Farm GtMid Neighbor Clastic 
Third Place

Oral Roberts 68. UMBC 48

At Orlando, Fla. 
$7S0;II00

Texas Tech 33. Clemson 13

Wednesday, Dec 25 
Las Vegas Bowl 

$800,800
UCLA 27. New Mexico 13 

HasraUBowl 
At Honolulu 

$730,000
Tulaoe 36. Hawaii 28

Thursday, Dec 26 
Motor City Bowl 

At Detroit 
$780,000

Boston College 31, Toledo 23 
Insight Iv nl 
At Phoenix 
$7302100

Pittsburgh 38, Oregon Stale 13

^  Friday, Dec 27 
Houston Bowl 

$7302100
Oklahonui Stale 33. Southern Mississippi 23 

Independence Bowl 
At Shreveport, La.

$1.2 mlllioB
Mississippi 27, Nebraska 23 

Holiday Bowl 
At San Diego 

$2 minion
Kansas Stale 34, Arizona Stale 27

Saturday, Dec. 28 
Continents Tire Bowl 

At Charlotte, N.C. 
$7302)00

Virginia 48. West Virginia 22 
Alamo Bowl 

At San Antonio 
$I J3  mUUon 

Wisconsin 31, Colorado 28

Monday, Dec. 30 
Music City Bowl 

At NashviUe, Thiin. 
$7302)00

Minnesota 29, Arkansas 14 
Seattle Bowl 
$1 million

Wake Forest 38, Oregon 17

FOOTBALL
NFLPIayoffGlance 

By The Aaaodalcd Presa 
AUTfaaesEST 

WUd<ard Ptayofb 
Satniday, Jan. 4

Indianapolis al N.Y. Jels, 4:30 p.m. (ABC) 
Allanu at Green Bay. 8 p.m. (ABC) 

Sunday, Jan. 3
Cleveland at Pittsburgh. I p.m. (CBS)

N.Y Giams al San Francisco. 4:30 p.m. (TOX)

llietday, Dec. 31 
Humanitarian Bowl 

At Boise, Idaho 
$7302100

Iowa Slate (7-6) vs. Boise Slale(ll-I), Noon (ESPN) 
Sun Bosrl 

At El Paao,1bxas 
$1J3  million

Washington (7-3) vs. Purdue (6-6). 2 p.m. (CBS) 
Liberly Bowl 

At Memphis, Ihnn.
$1.3 million

Colorado State (10-3) vs. TCU (9-2). 3:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
Silicon VaOey Classic 

At San lose, CaHT.
$7302100

Fresno Slate (8-3) vs. Georgia Tech (7-3), 3:30 p.m. 
(ESPN2)

Peach Bowl 
At Atlanta 

$1.6 million
Maryland (10-3) vs. Tennessee (8-4). 7:30 p.m. (ESPN) 

San Fraadsco Bowl 
$8002100

Air Force (8-4) vs. Virginia Tech (9-4). 10:30 p.m. (ESPN2)
Divisioaal Playoffs

Salniday, Jan. II and Sunday, Jan. 12 
TBD at Tesmesaee 
TBD at Oakland 

TBD at Tampa Bay 
TBD at Fhilwlelphia

AFCt
Sunday, Jan. 19

dN F C t 
3 p.m. and 6:30 p.m

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 26 

At San Diego 
6:18 p.m.

Sunday, F*h. 2 
At Hanohshi
APC va. NPC. TBA

Wedneniay, Jan. I 
Outback Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla.
$2JSmUHon

Michigan (9-3) vs. Florida (8-4), II a m. (ESPN) 
Cotloa Bowl 

JCI Dalas 
e g j mlBlon

LSU (8-4) vs. Texas (10-2). II a m  (FOX) 
GalarBowt 

At Jacksonville, Fla.
$1.6 milBon

Notre Dame (10-2) vs. North Carolina State (10-3), 12:30 
p.m (NBO 

Capital One Bowl 
At Oiiandu, Fla.

$3.128 m8Uoo
Penn State (9-3) vs. Auburn (8-^). I p m. (ABO 

RoaeBosrt 
At Pamdeui, CaBt.

$ll-UmlBlan
Wkshiaglon Stale (10-2) va. Oklahorm (11-2). 3 pjn. (ABQ

2M2-B3 Bm H G te c c  
By The Amadnlad Pena 

AB Timas EST 
IViaaday, Dec IT

AlNewOilaaaa
SII-UmOBan

Oeoigia(IM) vs Florida Stale (9-4). 8:30 p.m (ABC)

$788)100
Nord) Thxas 24, Cincinnati 19

Widamday, Dec. 18 
GMACBowl 
MihBa,Ala.

tm m
Marriiall 38. Louiaville 13

TbnrMay, Jan. 2 
Orange Bawl 

At M M  
SII-UndBlaa

Southern CaUfoinia (10-2) va. law a(ll-l), 8 pjn. (ABO

EHday.Jan.S

Maaday,Dse.U
At Ihnipa, Arid 
tll-U nriM M

Miami (124» va. GWo StaM (ISO), I  pm. (ABC)
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1 PuMk Notice

CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters Tes- 
taoientary for the Estate 
of EVELYN WECKESS- 
ER CHISUM, Deceased, 
were issued on December 
6, 2002. in Cause No. 
8.937. pending in the 
County Court of Gray 
County. Texas, to: JACK 
CHISUM. MARY GER­
TRUDE CHISUM WIE-

m b U c N o O c e ^ ^

KEU WARREN DAR­
RELL CHISUM and 
VENITA RUTH CHIS­
UM CARTER.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which 
is currently being admin­
istered are required to 
present them to the under­
signed within the time 
and in the manner prescri­
bed by law.
c/o: KENNETH W.
FIELDS

1 Public Notice
Attorney at Law 
120 West Kingsmill 
Pampa. T e> ^  79063 
DATED thie 19th day of 
December. 2002. 

KENNETH W. HELDS 
Attorney for Estate 

SUle Bar No.: 06973300 
120 West Kingsmill 

Pampa. Texas 79066- 
0662

TelepIione:(806)669-6831 
Facsimile: (806)669-0440 
B-77 Dec. 31.2002

PHONE IN - MOVE IN

It’s not just 
getting a mortgage... 
it’s building your future.

¡ Llámenos y 
Múdese Pronto!®

TRAVIS SCHOOL DISTRICT

1-888-883-2086
call today for your 

Free Pre-approval!«*
Pm in km I rv'WHlnl by CcntfaiM MiaiptipK )00U LcaJmlull 
R t i^ M t  Uaacl. NJ OOU54 •Sdhfcct to ^ipticaNc M undtfy 
market iPrdH mhI prifwny «fi|Wtivd fUHkIinn

1-888-891-8764
T on  Free

El camino a casa más rápido, 
más simple, y más conveniente.**'

West and  North West
1513 N Dwight........................................ '87.000......................... ....3 Of 4/2/2 -1598 SF/GCAD
1924 Lea..................................................... '82.000................................3/1.75/2 -1782 Sf/G CAD
1432 N Christy.......................................... '78.500................................3/1.75/2 - 1515SF/GCAD
1932 N.Sum net....................................... '65.(X)0.....' ...........................3/1.75/1 - 1673 Sf/G CAD
1024 Sierro..................................................'59.900..................................... 3/2/2 -1274 SF/GCAD
510 Perry.....................................................•59.71»............................... 3/2/1 c p  -1680 SF/GCAD
1900N Wens.............................................'55.000................ 3 o r 4/1.75/1 c p - 1147Sf/GCAD
2713Ro$ewocxl......................................‘54.900................................ 2/1.75/2- 1277 Sf/G CAD
1140 WHIow Rd........................................ '52.500.......................................3/2/2 -1402 Sf/GCAD
1605 N Sumner....................................... '51.000................................ 3/1.75/2-1277 Sf/GCAD
1308 W  22nd.............................................'44.000..................................... 3/1/2 -1311 Sf/GCAD
1101 Sitroco............................................... '42.500................................2/1.75/1 -1258 SF/GCAD
817 N. W eis.... ,......................................... '38.500................................. .-...3/2/1 -1116 Sf/GCAD
801 N. Dwight........................................... '38.000...............................3/2/2 c p  - 1464 SF/GCAD
10400 nd etela .............................. <....... '36.500.................................3/1.75/2-1680 Sf/GCAD
2294 N. W eis............................................. '35.000......................................3/1/1 - 1210SF/GCAD
2400 Rosewood....................................... ‘35.000........................3/1.75/norse - 1487 Sf/G CAD
821 N. Dwight................................ '34.000.......................................3/2/1 -1452 Sf/G CAD
2219 N. Nelson..........................................‘29,900..................................... 3/1/1 -1092 SF/GCAD
408Horvester............................................ '29.500......................................3/1/1 -1064 SF/GCAD
217 N. Faulkner.........................................'26.200......................................3/1/1 - 1020SF/GCAD
2213N Wets.......................  '24,500.......................................3/1/1 - 1284Sf/(K:AD
1049Cindere«a........................................ '19,900..........................3/1.75/1 c p - 1125 Sf/G CAD
1000 N. Dwight........................................ '15,360......................................................2 Vacant Lots

P a m p a  R e a l t y  I n C .

â

KatrlTKi Bighorn...... ™..™ié66-4678
TwNa FW)w (BKR).............665-3560
Jhn Dovldaon (BKR).........669-1863
Uirry Hodtoy.................... 662-2779
Robort Andorwold...........665-3357
Melba Muagrov*.............669-6292
Mort« Eoalham................ 665-5436
Hmsty Grubwt (BKR)........669-3798

Real Estate For The Real WorW
Pampa-MLS Ameiillo-MLS

fo i All Your Real Estate Needs

669-0007
VMt CENTURY 21 CommunltlM'*' on AOLOKoywordiCENTURY 21
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1 PuMk Notice
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters Tes­
tamentary for the Estate 
o f DOLLY JOYCE COR­
NELL. Deceased, were 
issued on December 23, 
2002, in Docket No. 
8948. pending in the 
County Court o f Cray 
County, Texas, to: BEV­
ERLY J. SINKS.
The residence of the Inde­
pendent Executrix is in 
Gray County, Texas. The 
post office address is: 
1122 Charles, Pampa, 
Texas 7906S. All persons 
having claims against this 
Estate which is currently 
being administered are re­
quired to present them 
within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.
DATED the 23rd day of 
December. 2002.

By: Harold L. Comer 
Stale Bar Card 
No. 0464l(»0 

P.O. Box I0S8 
Pampa. TX 79066-1058 

(806)665-8495 
FAX (806)669-0553 

Attorney for 
Independent Executrix 

B-78 Dec 31,2002

Horoscope b y  J a c q u e l in e  b ig a r

1 Public Noticf
Telecopier: 

(806)669-0440 
By: DAVID E. HOLT 
Attorney for the Estate 

Stale Bar No : 09916000 
B-80 Dec. 31,2002

3Pmoiial
BEAUnCONTROL Cos­
metics sales, service, 
makeovers. Lynn Allison 
1304 Christine. 669-3848

Notices
A D V E R nSIN G  M ateri­
al to  be placed in the 
Pam pa News, MUST be 
placed through the Pam­
pa News Office Only.

l O I ^ r t / F o u n d ^ ^

FOUND female Pointer, 
at Panqia flrgional Medi­
cal Center Call 669-7387.

1 4 b A p p l L R e p a |^ ^

DEC. Special for Military 
Serviceman's Wives 
(called to Active Duty on­
ly), Appli. Repairs -No 
Serv. (Tharge, parts & tax 
only! Williams Appli., 
Service. 665-8894______

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters Tes­
tamentary for the Estate 
of Cecil W. Dalton. De­
ceased were issued on 
December 26, 2002 in 
Cause No. 8933, pending 
in the County Court of 
Gray County, Texas, to: 
GARY W DALTON, 
GRECiORY K. DALTON 
AND DANA R. DAL­
TON
The residence of the Inde­
pendent Executor is Pam- 
pa, Gary County. Texas; 
the post office address is: 

c/o: DAVID E. HOLT 
Attorney at Law 

P.O. Box 662 
Pampa. Texas 79065 

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which 
is currently being admin­
istered are required to 
present them within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
DATED the 26th day of 
December, 2002.

WATERS. HOLT &.
HELDS 

P.O. Box 662 
Pampa, Texas 

79066-0662 
Telephone: 

(806)669-6851

I4d

M e C a r g e t Serv.
NU-WAY Oeaning serv­
ice, carpels, upholstery, 
walls, ceilings. (Juality 
doesn't cost.. It pays! No 
steam used. Bob Marx 
owner-operator. 665- 
3541, or from out of 
t o w n ^ 0 ^ 3 ^ 3 4 ^ ^

1 4 h G « L S e r v ^ ^ ^ ^

IS your House or Founda­
tion Settling? Cracks in 
bricks or walls? Door 
won't close? Call Child­
ers Brothers Stabilizing & 
Foundation Leveling. I- 
800-299-9563 or 806- 
352-9563 Amarillo. Tx.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Wednesday, 
Jan 1,2003:
Don't let family matters drag you down 
this year. You often decide to do things 
differently. Attempt to look at the big 
picture before making decisions this 
year. You might like what you see. With 
strong focus, you’ll achieve a long-term 
desire or goal. Networking also could 
play a significant role in your direction. 
Others often look to you for advice and 
leadership. If you are single, you will 
find that a new sweetie drops into your 
life during the second half o f  your birth­
day year. This person could be most spe­
cial. If you're attached, the two o f  you 
need to focus more on your long-term 
desires. Together you make quite a team. 
CAPRICORN understands you well.

The Stars Show the Kind o f  Day You'll 
Have: S-Dynamic; 4-Positive:
3-Average; 2-So-so; I-Difficult

ARIES (March 2 1-April 19)
*  *  6  A conversation puts you on edge. 
You might feel raw and even a touch 
grumpy Use discretion when you dis­
charge this energy Remember, it is the 
first day o f the new year. Handle prob­
lems in a more inventive and dynamic 
manner. Tonight: A must appearance. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
* * * *  Once you take stock o f  your 
finances, you could feel as if  money got 
a bit out o f hand during the past few 
t ^ k s  Right now, let go o f  the problem, 
u jo y  yourself with an older relative. 
Say *>es” to doing something totally 
new Tonight: Stretch. Continue with the 
new.
GEMINI (May 2 1-June 20)
*  ★  6  *  *  Deal with loved ones direct­
ly, not as a group but individually.

Nothing replaces the personal touch 
Help a loved one at a distance feel a bit 
more comfortable. Changes occur before 
your very eyes. Someone heads in a new 
direction. Tonight: Togetherness counts. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
*  A *  w Finish up a project that might 
be on your giind. You get a lot done if  
you simply focus, leaving plenty o f time 
for socializing and enjoying your friends. 
In fact, you might want to have a day- 
after party. Let those around you partici­
pate more often. Tonight: Say “yes.” 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
A A AW Your imagination takes you 
down a new path if you allow yourself to 
have this adventure. A friend might have 
a totally different interest than you. Make 
it OK to follow your individual paths. 
Remember, you might need a nap. 
Tonight: Slow down, please.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
A A A  Sleep in if  you'd like. You might 
not want to do anything at all. but su y  
close to home. Trust that you will be 
energized soon enough. Add more play­
fulness to your afiemoon. Start the year 
with something you love. Tonight: Play 
away.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
A A A A Go through your list o f  people 
to call, and wish them a special and 
happy New Year. Carefully think through 
a situation that could have an unpre­
dictable and costly tone. You might warn 
to veg out and catch up on much-needed 
rest. Tonight; Stay home.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
A A A A Spread the good humor around 
this morning. You might find a loved one 
a bit unpredictable. Make calls later in 
the .ifiernoon to spread New Year's wish­
es. Your call and thoughu do make a dif* 
ference. Tonight: Don't go far.

I4h Gen. Serv.
(X)X Fence Company. 
Repair old fence or build 
new. Free estimates. C!all 
669-7769.
♦CERAM IC 
♦ -n L E  W ORK 
♦Keith Taylor, 665-0328

CONCRETE Work, new 
construction, remodel, re­
pair. A removal, Ron 
Sebwope, 669-0606.
BACKHOE A Loader 
Work, demolitioa, top­
soil, sand, gravel. Snow 
Removal. Ron Schwope, 
669-0606.

14n Painting

CUSTOM homes, addi­
tions. remodeling, resi­
dential /  comm Deaver 
Construction, 665-0447.

OVERHEAD DOOR 
REPAIR Kidwell Con­
struction. C!all 669-6347.

ADDITIONS, reniodel- 
ing, roofing, cabinets, 
painting, all types repairs. 
Mike Albus, 665-4774.

ADDITIONS, rcmodel- 
ing, home repairs. Over 
30 years local exp. Jerry 
Reagan. 669-3943

50 yr. exp. We paint, dry- 
wall, texture, comm./ resi­
dential. Free Estimates. 
Happy Painters 665-3214
INTVEXt. painting, mud 
tape, blow accoustic. 35 
yr. exp. References. Gene 
Calder 665-4840.

l ^ ^ j u m b l n ^ l M ^ ^

CHIEF Plastic Pipe & 
Supply, Inc. caters to the 
handyman W e've got ev­
erything you need for 
your next plumbing repair 
or remodel job. Come by 
& let us help! 1237 S. 
Barnes, Pampa 665-6716 
toll free 800-649-6716
JACK'S Plumbing & 
Faucet Shop, 715 W. Fos­
ter, 665-7115- faucets, 
plumbing supplies, new 
constr., repair, remodel­
ing, sewer /  drain clean­
ing, septic systems instal­
led Visa/MC

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dcc. 21)
A A A A A Calming you down after the 
somewhat wild christening of the new 
year could take a lot. You might not even 
decide to go to sleep until some of the 
parades arc over. Indulge yourself this 
afternoon, which might include doing 
nothing! Tonight; Go with the flow. 
CAPRICO RN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
A A A  You might be slow to get started, 
but you’re close to unstoppable once you 
get going. You make up for lost time this 
afternoon as if  there is no tomorrow. 
Remember, you have the whole year to 
live out some o f  your resolutions. 
Tonight: Whatever puts a smile on your 
face.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb 18)
A A A  Use die early part o f the day to 
touch base with a child and a key friend. 
You might not see eye to eye with others 
right now, but don't worry. How you 
visualize an event or situation might not 
ring bells for others. Accept these differ­
ences. Tonight: Get a good night's sleep. 
PISCES (Féb. 19-March 20)
A A A A  Winding down could take a 
while. In facL you're more likely to wind 
up again once the afternoon begins. You 
find a lot to celebrate about. Make an 
effort toward a special friend or family 
member who might be out o f  sorts. 
Tonight: Kick up your heels.

BORN TODAY
Sen. Barry Goldwaier (1909), Amencan 
seamstress Betty R o u  (17S2), Amiencan 
patriot PmiI Revere (1733)

Jacqueline Bigar it  on the Internet at 
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com.

C »03  by Kim F»u»m  Sydiciu  lae

SIGN ON 
BONUS 

REGISTERED 
NURSES 

Pampa Nursing Center 
has an opening fo r  
REGISTERED  
NURSE in the position 
of Charge Nurse. Start­
ing pay is $24.00 at 
hour plus we offer a

$2000
Sign-On
Bonus

Please contact 
Vickie Hutton, 

Administrator or 
M itzi DevoU, R.N. 
Director o f Nurses 

To set-up an interview 
caU (806)669-2551

VIP Home Care Pedia­
trics is hiring RN's and 
LVN's. Many shifts and 
days avail. Competitive 
salary. Come join our 
learn of excellent Pedia­
tric Nurses. Call 806-359- 
8512 or 806-355-9191, or 
apply at 63(» 1-40 West, 
Suite 104, Amarillo.

NOTICE
Readers are urged to fully 
investigate advertisements 
which require payment in 
advance for infotmation, 
services or goods.

EXPERIENCED Aulw 
motive or Oilfield Me­
chanic. Good pay A  bene­
fits. Perryton, Tx. Call 
(806)435-2352.

NOW HIRING in sports 
surfacing. No exp. neces­
sary Travel required. Ap­
ply 94 Main, Panhandle, 
Tx . 537-3526

69Miac.

I-arry Baker 
n um bing

Heating/ Air Conditioning 
Borger Hwy. 665-4392

14t RadiofTv

RENT TO RENT 
, r e n t ; TO OWN '
We have tvs, VCRs, cam­
corders, to suit your 
needs. Rent by hour, day, 
week. We do service on 
most major brand of tvs A  
VCRs. Call for estimate. 
Johnson Home Enertain- 
menl, 2211 Perryton 
Prkwy. 665-0504.

21 Hdp Wanted

CASHIER needed for 
morning shift at 1020 E. 
Frederic. Good pay hrs A  
benefits, apply in person.

PAMPA Dialysis Center 
is now taking applications 
for a Patient Cate Techni­
cian Must be able to trav­
el to Amarillo for 4-6 
week training in Hemo­
dialysis Care and enjoy 
working with people. 
Competitive wages and 
great benefits. Apply in 
person only on Mondays, 
Wednesdays or Fridays at 
2545 Perryton Pkwy.

MEGAN'S (fotmcrly 
Hardee's) is taking appli­
cations for all positions, 
all shifts. Apply in person 
at 2505 Perryton Park­
way, Pampa.

Memoiy Gardens 
of Pampa is assigning 

FREE
Cemetery Spaces 

to local 
VETERANS 

that qualify and 
■ do not own 

cemetery property 
SPACES 

are limited 
Call today to 
receive yours 

665-8921

80 Pets & Suir l
CANINE and Feline 
grooming Boarding. Sci­
ence diets. Royse Animal 
Hospiul, 665-2223.

PET Patch, 866 W. Foa- 
ler, 665-5504. Grooming 
by Mona, fresh, salt fish, 
sm. animals, supplies. In­
nova dog A  cat food.

95 Fura, Ai

MATURE, dependable 
babysitter needed, Mon.- 
Fri. 3-6 p.m. Referenccs- 
required 665-0776.

SUBWAY Sandwiches 
are now accepting appli­
cations for day A  evening 
positions. Apply in person 
at 2141 N. Hobait.

S ^ i U j d t o j S u j g j ^ ^

White House Lumber 
lOI S. Ballard 

669-3291

HOUSTON LUMBER 
420W . Foater , , , 

669-6881 ■

60 Household
JOHNSON

HOME
FURNISHINGS

Rent I piece or house full 
Washo'-Dryer-Ranges 
Bedroom-Dining Room 

Livingtoom
801 W Francis 665-3361

KING size mattress with 
boxspring, S350 or best 
offer, 6 months old. (i65- 
8914__________________

69MISC.

ADVERTISING M aUrl- 
al (0 be placed in the 
Pampa News MUST be 
placed through the Pam­
pa News Office Only.
FOR Sale: Desk-top com­
puter with monitor, 2 
Lap-Top computers. 
Computer monitor. Light 
fixtures, Sony digital 
camera. 806-236-4165

MOVING must s e l l : ^  
hp. M uaay 52 in. cut rid­
ing mower, 2 yrs. old, 
SI2(». Quadra Fire wood 
pellet insert, I yr. old, 
$1300 806-665-7787

OAK A  also mesquite 
firewood. Delivered, 
stacked. $175 cord, 779- 

i '3 2 8 4 ,779-2255.

EOUAIHOUSMO OPPOHTUniT»
All real estate advertised 
herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act. which makes it ille­
gal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, icligion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin,'  
or intention to make any 
such preference, limita­
tion, or discrimination. 
State law also forbids 
discrimination based on 
these factors. We will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 
estate which is in viola- 
lion of the law. All per­
sons are hereby in­
formed that all dwellinp 
advertised arc available 
on an equal oppoctuaity 
basis.

C A PR (K 3( Apu. baa 
fantastic holiday specials 
on all I bdr. apis, starting 
at $350. 3. 6. 9 A 12 mo. 
leases avail. Pod. laun­
dry, washer /  dryer hook­
ups? d u b  room, on-tile 
management and SOFT­
ENED W ATER to all 
units. 1601 N. Somerville. 
665-7149 Mon.-Fri. 8:30- 
5:30, Sat. 10-4.

DOGW(X)D Apts . I bdr 
funi.. avail. Dep. A  ref 
required. 669-9817, 669- 
2981.

2 LOTS in Howardwick, • 
at Greenbell Lake. Taxes 
paid up until IO-l-2(»3 
$1400 806-865-3354

MESQUITE Firewood 
$145 Cord 

Before 9 am or 
After 7 pm 664-7157

DAILY CRYPTCXJUOTES —  H ere's how to work it: 
A X Y D L B A A X R  

i s L O N G F E L L O W
O ne letter stands for another. In this sam ple, A  is used  

for the three L's, X for (he tw o O 's, etc. S ingle  letters, 
apostrophes, the length and form ation o f  the w ords are all 
hints. Each day the cod e  letters are different.

12-31 CRYPTOQUOTE

S K S I U H J Q O  R F  Z K Q O Q ,
K S J R I U  D H F P  C H A O  K Q S W
P K Q  I R U K P  C Q B H O . Q ,  G H A
Z S X Q  A E  Z R P K  P Z H  K Q S W F
P K Q  V H O I R I U  S B P  Q O .
— S A P K H O  A I X I H Z I

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: A HANGOVER YOU 
GET THE MORND5g A F T O  COMES FROM NOT 
USING YOUR HEAD THE NIGHT BEFORE — 
ANONYMOUS

FREE RENT!
Pampa Lakeview Apts „ 

l,2 A 3 b d r.a |ita .
2M0 N. HobMl 669-7682 •
GWENDOLEN Plaza ■ 
Apts., I&2 bdr. Om  /  wa­
ter pd. 3 ,6  mo.-lyr. letue. 
SOON. Nelioii,663 l875.- .

n U a f t A H o w M ^ -

LOW ESTRcM tiaCity
1 hdnnt., duplexea, 4k ‘ 
hornet- Remodeled, Chcal < 
Neighboriiooda. 66S-4274-?
PICK up lental lial ftoa-? 
Gray Box on ftoot porch 
o f Lakeview Apartmenlf. '  
Update each R i. ' •

2-3 bedroom hooaet. SÒ9 
N. Dwight, 704 Som er-. 
ville cent. H/A, call 669-' > 
2080. ‘ '
a Va IL. 1-1-03. d o e  i"* 
bd, I 1/2 bad) 'lupiex,quif.^ 
et neighborhood, 1 car p - , 
rage. 1019 N. Wells
3 bedroom, I 1/2 badM, 
fiee-sumding woodbnner^ i 
1/2 block from Tiavia achT 
$375 mo. 663-4842. '  ^

NICE 3 bedroom, wadwr 
/  dryer bookupa, attache*;" 
garage, S400 mo. 3 1 ^  
Amie. 669-2139. Z
2 bri; 3Ì8 Sm m C 
siovc/fridgc. w/d h4c,N 
$200 mo., SISO dep. 6 ÌS -4  
8550. Iv. msg. 662-467S *'
3 bdr., 2 ba., calheSai 
ceilingi, fiicplaoe, I car 
gar., $700 mo.. $400 
curiiy dep. CaU 665-0823. „

99Stor.l ,ii

TUMBLEWEED Aerea,' 
self tn rag e  units. Varioua 
fiaet. 663-0079, 665-
2450.__________________ ,

102Bu8.RcaL
OFFICE Space for real, 
ask about 3 montha had 
rent. 669 6841.
LOWEST R c«a hi d ^ i  . , !
Downtown . ..locitiaM-. , 
stores, warebousea, tec.  ̂
fadlities CaU 665-42741! \

lOSHom oftrMe
Twila naher t

O iitu ty 2 l  Pampa R e a l ty ^  
665-3560.663-1442 

669-0007

3 bdr. on WelU sL NewT-'. 
carpet, cent, beat A  siti ?.• 
garage, fence. C-21 Real-, ^ 
tor. 665-5436.665-4180.

EFnCIENCY. apt $225 
mo., bills pd. Rooms $20 
day, $80 wk. A  up, air, Iv, 
cable, phone. 669-3221.

EXTRA clean I bd. w/ap- 
pliances. Quiet neighbor­
hood 663-8525.

FURN., Unfurn. 1-2 bdr 
apts. All bills paid. Start­
ing $250. Courtyan^ 
Apts., 1031 N. Sumner 
669-9712.

NICE brick garage apt. 
$200 mo 665-4842.

NICE large I bdr. apt' 
Bills paid. $350 mo 665- 
4842.

96 Unfum. Apt»,

CAPROCK Apts has 
fantastic holiday specials 
on all I, 2 & 3 bdr. apis, 
starting at $290. 3, 6, 9 & 
12 mo leases avail. Pool, 
laundry, washer / dryer 
hookups, club room, on­
site management and 
SOFTF,NKO WATER to 
all units. 1601 N. Somer­
ville. 665-7149 Mon -Fri 
8 .30-5:30, Sal. 10-4

3 bedroom, garage, car­
pet. Small down, owner 
carry. 665-4842.

MUST sell 2 houses on 
same lot I7 (»  Hamilton 
$I7 ,5(»  Firm. Liquor 
stoic with land and tnilcf* 
house $42,300 Firm. CalF 
972-334-0370.__________

115 Trailer Parks
TUMBLEWEED Acres, 
Storm Shelters, fenced? 
slot, bldg avail. (i65- , , '

120 Autos
Q u a lity  Sales 

I300N  Hobart 669-0433 
Make your next car a 

Quality Car ^

Doug Boyd M otor Co. 
“On The Spot Financing’ 
821 W Wilks 669-6062*

C U L B E R SO N -
STOWERS

rhevrolei-Poniiac-Buick - ,  
GMC-Olds-Cadillac 

805N Hobart 665-1665

96 Cavalier Coov., 4 cyl.,- 
a/l, ac, CD. pw. ps, pb. 
ABS. cc. AB 101K. 
$4150 669-2715.

1994 Ford Bronco 
I30K. runs great!! 
$6500 
669-9717

-----------•

ACCEPTING sealed bids ' 
on a 2000 Otevy Malibu. -  
Lefors PCU reserves thC' .ri, 
right to reject any and all 
bids Call 835-2773 for- 
more info.

•••C)

i 9 ^ 0 M C l i m n ^  4x4. ' ' '  ' 
Good Suv, 1200 E Har- k I,* 
veuer, 669-6(K)7
______________________ ‘ ..--t
20Ó0 Ford Wiiutar miai-^ 
van. 4 * ,  Steel Mae, from '' 
A  rear air 1995 Ford'
Thunderbird. simll 
McLean. 779-2116

V-8. ’.T .

106 E. Francis 
806-669-3248

www.myhonrw-«dviBOF.oom 
24 hr. information Nrw ■ 

1-800-218-7578 m o N m jÊ O tt *94JtO Ù

\
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i a ^ , ( A l p i :  
P ^ O B c tn  akng  me U.S> 
Cmadum bolder and on 
New V odiQ ty’s streeto a ie , 

‘ b e t e o d n  vigilant for five 
tinélí o f  Middle B astm  od- 
i g b  who n a y  have caossed 
 ̂the bolder into the United 
St^es on Christinas Eve.

^Oflicials^ tiave not niled 
' out a  conoecdon to a terror­
ist frfot or ce ll but they 

’cbiiw % t b o n f in  a link, 
eithec. White ^House 

Scott
Bilan said Monday 

the inteUigence that trig« 
gered the search came finooi 

>an anti-teirorism investiga- 
tioo.f

C' FBI spokesman Ed 
^Cogswell u id  the infonna- 
^tkm came fnxn an investi­
gation" into a worldwide 

'tNUSpoft sm njuiing ring. 
He said the subjects of t te  
manhunt are not those who 
ran die operatkn but prob­
ably are people who may 
have been smuggled across 
the bolder, Cogswell said.

T te  Ibronto Sun, quot- 
„  ing police sources' in 

Canada, said the men 
airived at Toronto’s 
Pearson International 
Airport about two weeks 
ago, claiming refugee sta­
tus and living v in the 
Toronto area for several 

JiJays before being smug­
gled into the United States 
byesd:

The National Post in 
Canada reported that a .

. British Columbia woman 
rsaid she told the FBI on 
'M onday that she saw two 

o f the wanted men on a 
vVuicouver Island feny on 
;J>ec.UX
* The FBI released pho- 
' tographs o f five men 
'S inday  in hopes they 
would be recognized. 
Cogswell acknowledged 
 ̂the FBI is uncertain a ^ t  
the names and birth dates 

yieleased with the photos, or 
even that the men entered 
the country.
 ̂ Nboedieless, federal and 

tk c a l officials are taking no 
.^dhances.
F Customs Service 
jnspiAesman Dean Boyd 
F̂«akl mspectors along the 

l:,U S.-Canada border are 
"asking travelers more ques- 
*itions and increasing the 
, lum ber o f vehicle and 
caigo inspections.

New ‘York City police 
^ k e s m a n  Michael 

K)*Looney said his depart­
ment has increased its 
countertenor efforts as a 
result of the FBI warning 
and distributed names and 
photographs o f the five 
men to its various police 
commands.

The search comes just 
before large crowds gather 
for New Year’s Eve cele­
brations, especially in New 
Yorit’s Times Square. The 
nation’s color-cocled terror­
ism alert system remained 
at yellow, the middle of 
five levels.

In Crawford, Texas, 
where Resident Bush is 
spending time at his ranch, 
M c Q e l^  told reporters 
the ñiformatíon on die five 
men was developed “in the 
course of or^iooig investi- 
gtfions lelatiiig to the war 
on terrorism.**

“Wb don’t ,h a v e  any 
niecific infonMtion that 
ties them to terrorist activi- 

y, but SMB do believe they 
«•Bred this oounny 

iUegbly.’’ he said “And 
any time anybody a te n  
the conntiy ffiugally, we 
want to  kaciw mey’re 
h en , and we wMt to  ques­
tion diem.’*

•aid he,

ty. bn 
nave

Number cf

• i*' .

- J t - ,
• . ..

- i '  ,’ ! '  V .. .  '.Ji
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% WASHINOTON (AP) —  
The number of children with­
out health insurance continued 
to fall in the first half of 2002, 
the government reported 
Tuesday, although 7.2 million 
children remain uninsured

Government-financed pro­
grams were responsible for die 
drop in numbers of uninsured 
kids, as fewer children were 
covered by private employers.

People without health 
insurance are significantly less 
likely to get preventive care 
and aid when they are sick, the 
government says, and health 
policy experts have long put 
providing insurance for the 
uninsured at the top of their 
agenda. By having doctors 
through health insurance, peo­
ple can avoid long waits and 
high costs in emergency 
rooms the uninsured often 
face.

Overall, 38.9 million peo­
ple under age 65 were without 
health insurance from January 
to July, or 15.9 percent of the 
population, about the same as 
in 2002. People over age 65 
are covered by Medicare.

As in past surveys, 
Hispanics were the ethnic

g^Nip leirt Hkrly to have «ov­
e r ^  wMiidino« one in diree 
uninsured, lust over Id jp ip r -  
centrfW ndttw ereuntnsuiy^ 
Whites were most l ik e ^  'to  
have insunmoe, with 10,5 per­
cent uninsured.

Amopig sN races, the, num­
ber of uniiMined ohild|iu to u  
dropped significantly since 
1997, when the Skate 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program was created. The pro­
gram is aimed at families that 
earn too much to qualify for 
Medicaid but not enough to 
buy insurance on their own.

Enrollment in the program, 
known as CHIP, reached 3.8 
million early this year, an 
increase of 22 percent over 
2001.

“More and more children 
are getting the health care they 
need, thanks in large measure 
to our success in working with 
states to expand health cover­
age," ' Health and Human 
Services Secretary Tommy 
Thompson said in a statement.

CHIP was created during 
the Clinton administration 
with bipartisan support in 
Congress. The Bush adminis­
tration has not supported pro­
posals to expand the program 
to cover more children or to 
add parents. Rather, the

Priest found dead mere days 
after molestation accusations

CONCORD, N.H. <AP) — 
Authorises are investigating the 
death of a Roman Catholic priest 
from New Hampshire who was 
accused of molesting a child Just 
days before a hiker found his 
body off a wooded trail.

Officials with the Diocese of 
Manchester called the death of 
the Rev. Richard Lower an 
apparent suicide, but police in 
Enfield, where the body was 
found, said no cause had been 
determined.

Capt. Richard Crate said 
investigators do not suspect foul 
play, but said the cause of death 
was not obvious and may have 
been natural causes. He would 
nrt say whether Lower, 57, had 
left a note.

Crate said it could be weeks or 
months before tests by the state 
medical examiner provide any 
answers about Lower.

A written statement by the dio-

Representative calling 
for resumption of draft

NEW YORK (AP) — Rep. 
Charles Rangel, a veteran of die 
Kixean War, says he plaas to 
introduce legislation to resume 
the military draft in the event of a 
war against Iraq.

In an opinion piece published in 
Tuesday’s editions ofThe New Yoik 
Times, the Democrat ftom New 
Yoik said he wiuld ask Congress 
next week to suppixt his proposal.

Rangel said the prospect of a 
draft would make Congress less 
likely to support a war.

“I believe that if those calling for 
war knew their children were more 
likely to be required to serve— and 
to be placed in harm’s way— there 
wcxikl be more caution and a 
greater willingness to woik with 
the international cxxiimunity in 
dealing with Iraq.’’ Rangel wrote.

Militaiy service should be a 
“shared sacriftœ" asked of all able 
ytxjrtg Americans, he said, noting 
that ninirities make a “dispn)- 
poitHinale number’’ of enlisted 
membem of the military.

cese did not say why church offi­
cials suspected suicide, except to 
say the circumstances “indicate 
he may have taken his own life.”

According to the church’s 
statement, the diocese was con­
tacted Wednesday by a man who 
accused Lower of sexual abuse in 
1973 while the priest served at St. 
Rose of Lima Parish in Littleton.

The Rev. Edward Arsenault, 
the diocese's delegate on sexual 
misconduct cases, said Lower 
was notified that day in 
Manchester, and returned alone 
to New London.

The next day, church officials 
determined the allegation 
appeared credible and that Lower 
should be placed on adminisfea- 
tive leave until the matter was 
completely investigated, 
Arsenault said.

But Arsenault said Lower 
could not be reached. His body 
was found Sunday.

Church officials said it was the 
fust report to the diocese of sexu­
al misconduct with a minor 
against Lower.

Patrick McGee, spokesman 
for the diocese, said Lower had 
been accused of misconduct 
with an adult man in 1989. 
McGee said Lower denied the 
allegation, but participated in a 
psychological evaluation. The 
evaluation cleared Lower for 
unrestricted work in ministry, 
McGee said. .

Bishop John B. McCormack 
said Lower also was dealing with 
several medical problems, 
including chronic back and 
arthritic pain, and just last month 
his mother died.
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Including Obstetrics 
Is Accepting New Patients!

adrakU M raiktoJ^ propoéd 
tax bfeaki to  h d p  profrie boy 
inMiiMice>;i0 mar­
k e t

IbÉaday’i 
by the National Center for 
Health Statistics, found that 
the pmtkNi of chUdttn being 
covered bÿ private plaiis fell 
in thé first six months of 
2002. The portion of kids with 
private insurance dropped 
from 47.1 percent in 2001 to 
64.5 ̂ rc e n t  in 2002.

At the same time, the por­
tion of kids covered by public 
programs, including Medicaid 
and CHIP, jumped from 23.4 
percent in 2001 to 27.2 per­
cent in 2002. It had been at 21 
percent in 1997.

Among children, 9.8 per­
cent were uninsured in the 
first half o f 2002, down from 
10.8 percent in 2(X)I and far 
down from 13.9 percent in 
1997.

Experts fear the uninsured

rngoben could rise again as 
states face severe budget 
e rw h e s .  In ^ICansas, for 
Idwwoe, th f CHIP program, 
Oaded HealSWsve, is itibreas- ‘ 
ing premiums. People who 
now pay $10 per month will 
have to pay $30, and $15 pie- 
miuiiiS will jump to $45.

The increases are expected 
to affect about 5,800 families, 
and state officials predict 
about 2,950 children could 
drop out of the program, said 
Caleb Asher, spokesman for 
the Kansas Department of 
Social and Rehabilitation 
Services.

“We are in such an eco­
nomic hardship in the state,” 
he said. “ It’s becoming more 
real to folks.”

The data released Tuesday, 
which cover January to June 
2002, are preliminary figures 
that may be adjusted in the 
future.

The survey also found:

-^The portkx) o f |ldo|de 
who have a usual plana to fo  
for medical care w m  1H.7 per­
cent «d eariy 20(12. It h id  risen 
sligbdy feona 1S>99 to 2001 but 
kept constant in early 200Ct.

—In 2002, 4.5 percrait of 
people were unable to obtain 
needed medical care because 
of lack of money. That num­
ber has stayed relatively sta­
ble over the last few years.

—About 22 percent of 
adults are current cigarette 
smokers. That has steadily 
declined since 1997, when it 
was 24.6 percent.

On the Net: National 
Center for Health Statistics: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs , 

HHS ‘Insure Kids Now’ 
site: http://www.insurekid-
snow.gov/

National Conference of 
State Legislatures on CHIP: 
h t tp : / /w w w .ncs I .o rg /p ro -  
grams/health/chiphome.htm

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —  In a bid to 
k e ^  disgruntled doctors from  walking 
o ff the job  W ednesday, Gov.-elect Ed 
R oidell unveiled a  proposal to  cut physi­
cian  paym ents to  a state^ m alpractice 
insurance fund by two-thirds.

The plan, released days before scores 
o f  doctors said they would stop work 
rather than continue to  pay high insurance 
prem ium s, would cu t physician contribu­
tions to  the M Caie fund by $220 m illion.

Instead, the state’s health insurers would 
be forded to  pay a one-tim e “ special 
assessment’’ to  finance the fond, which 
helps pay court damages to patients who 
have been injured by a doctor’s negligence.

Rendell, who takes office next imnith, 
called the plan a  tenqxmiiy fix for doctors hit 
hard by rapidly rising malpractice premiums, 
and noted that it needs approval from the 
state Legislature before it  could take effect.

But in a joint news conference, Rendell 
and departing Gov. Mark Schweiker asked 
doctors to  consider the plan a “ show of 
good faith" that, permanent reforms are in 
tlw works, and uigeid them to keep working.

“ This ought to be enough to keep you

practic ing  in  Pennsy lvan ia ,’’ Rendell 
said. “ We hear you. Help is on the way. 
Everybody is serious about th is .'’

DtKtors reacted warmly to Rendell’s 
proposal M onday, but it was unclear 
whether it would keep many o f them from 
stopping work on Jan. 1.

Scores o f  physicians in eastern  
Pennsylvania have said they intend to 
close their practices W ednesday to protest 
high m alpractice insurance prem ium s, 
which have gone up more than SO percent 
for thousands o f doctors this year and can 
run as high as $200,000 annually.

The proposal received a sharper reac­
tion from  health insurers.

Capital Blue Cross C hief Executive 
Jam es M ead said he was “ disappointed 
and troubled" by the proposal.

“ We recognize that there is a serious 
problem  when it com es to medical m al­
practice in this state, and we also realize 
that something is going to have to be 
done about it. But I ’m not sure how this 
proposal solves the problem,^’ Mead said. 
“ It seems to me to Lv putting a Band-Aid 
on a hemorrhaging patient."
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