High today upper 60s
Low tonight near 40
For weather details see
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Confessed serial

killer dies in cell

HUNITSVILLE, (AD)
Former contessed serial killer
Henry Lee Lucas, who was
rescued trom death row by
Gov. George W. Bush, has
died in the cell block where
he was serving a sentence
hundreds ot vears in length
tor nine slayings

L.ucas, 64,
known tor

who was best
making  bogus
contessions  that pmmptvd
law otticers nationwide to
clear hundreds ot unsolved
killings, was tound dead in
his bed at the Ellis | prison
unit, the Texas Department ot
Criminal Justice sad

IThe  one-eved  ex-dritter
was narrowly saved trom
execution  three years ago
when then-Gov. Bush com-
muted a death sentence to lite
in prison because ot Hhimsy
evidence in his capital case

* Sina Jane Evans, 87, home-
maker

¢ Albcrta M. Huffhines, 91,
tormer emplovee ot the old
Highland General Hospital.

* William A. ‘Bill’ Peters, 92,
retired vmplm'vv White Deer
Flementary School
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Census 2000

Pampa count down
2,072 since '90 tally

By NANCY YOUNG
Managing Editor Preliminary figures from the
United States Census  show
Pampa’s population is down by
2,072 residents in the past 10
years. Community leaders have
been waiting tor the release of
the tigures, which came Monday
atternoon, to see the actual cen-
sus tor the community.

Included in Gray County’s
census in 2000 are 1,389 inmates
with Criminal Justice Division ot
lexas which weren’t included in
the 1990 census. Inmates are
counted by the census in the

Setting night drop
animals loose no
favor, says Burns

By NANCY YOUNG
Managing Editor

Disappointed, but not sur-
prised. That is the reaction today
from Pampa and Gray County
leaders as the 2000 census fig-
ures came in showing a 5.1 per-
cent decline in population trom
1990 in Gray County.

Gray County 2000 - 22,744
Gray County 1990 - 23,967

City of Pampa 2000 - 17,887
City of Pampa 1990 — 19,959

Animals are being released trom cages at the local animal control
shelter and it is not doing the animals a tavor, said Sandy Burns, local
director ot the center. “Also, it can be very dangerous to whomever
1s doing it,” cautions Burns

I'he Pampa Animal Control Department has 11 cags available 24
hours a day for local and arca residents to place dnimals ‘when
dvrartment personnel are not at the local center. Burns said a large
volume of animals is handled through the night drop at the shelter.

“We cannot always be here (at the animal shelter), and this is the
best solution to the problem,” said Burns

Burns said the latest incident involved a local woman’s dog which
was placed in the night drop tacihity over the week-end. She said the
tacility had previously been notitied the Scottish terrier was lost and
it was on the center’s lost list.

(See ANIMALS, Page 3)

Shamrock’s celebration
coming up March 16-18

SHAMROCK - It's St. Patrick’s Day West Texas style. Shamrock's
annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration this vear will teature bull riding,
bulltighting and tecam roping

The 55th annual St. Patr.ch™ Dayv
16, and runs through Sunday, March 18

With tour tormer world champions and several top-ranked bull
tfighters, Sunday’s bulltighting ticld will be one on most star-tilled
this side of the National Finals

Five-time World Champion Bulltighter Rob Smets, who organized
the bulltiphting, is bringing three time World Champion Bulltighter
Mike Matt, 1999 World (11‘\mpmn I ance Brittan and 1998 World
Champion Jerry Norton to Shamrock’s St Patrick’s Day celebration

(See SHAMROCK, Page 3)

oration vogins Haday, March

Crash at Sonic causes damage

A woman stopped at a tast
tood drive-in window got more
than she bargained tor when her
SUV was hit trom behind hard
enough to send it into the build
ing, causing damage to the stru
ture

Fhe driver ot a sports utility
vehicle and a passenger in a con-
vertible were treated tor minor
injuries suttered Monday atter
noon betore being released trom
the Pampa Regional Medical
Center emergency room

A red 1995 Chevrolet Camaro
convertible, driven by Contessa
Nicole Kingcade, 16, rural Gray
County, was in collision with a
white 1994 Chevrolet Blazer, dri
ven by Angela Diane Anderson,
24, 2110 Williston, about 2:30
»m. at Sonic Drive-Inn in the

Anderson’s 1-year-old daughter
1400 block ot North Hobart

and a passenger in the Blazer,

Anderson and Jacob Shorter
Abel, 17, 837 E. Campbell, a pas
senger in the Camaro, were
rushed  to Pampa  Regr nal
Medical Center by Rural/Metro
Ambulance following the colli
S10Nn

Otticers said neither Kingeade
aor Ashton Nicole Anderson,

nor a Sonic emplovee standing,
beside lh(‘-t‘ll‘l\’\"llp window
.1ppc.m'd to have suttered any
njuries.

I'hree trucks and seven tire-
fighters trom the Pampa Fire
Department responded to the
accident which tirst came 1in as a
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county in which they are incar-
cerated. The Baten and Jordan
Units were constructed in the
early 1990s in Gray County.
State Representative Warren
Chisum said today he is not sur-
prised the with the decline in
Pampa and the rural areas. “We
knew it was coming,” he said.

“Evervbody in West Texas 1s in .

the same shape. We're losing
people.”

l'{w Pampa representative has
lost 25,492 people in his district
with the preliminary tigures
released Monday and Tuesday.
He bas introduced legislation to
provide a helping hand to rural
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Texas. House Bill Seven is a com-
prehensive bill to give rural
Texas an opportunity to come
together to lwlp the declining
and stagnant smaller areas of the
state.

“Rural Texas is in real trouble,”
said Chisum. He said one of the
main functions ot the agency
would help rural communities
develop  their economies by
assisting  with  grant-writing,
marketing  and  developing
tourism and other industries.

“This is a high-priority bill. We
will meet Wednesday to hear
concerns -on the bill,”  said
Chisum, “ and we hope to have

Gray loses population

it in by next week.”

He said that more statistics
will be released later in the week,
that data is being inputted into
state computers during the next
tour days.

Susan Tripplehorn, Pampa
FEconomic Development
Corporation Executive Director,
said, “We are disappointed in the
loss in population. However, we
are verv encouraged that the
local worktorce ot several local
companies  has  shown an
increase the past year”

She said National Oil Well has
reported an increase ot 200

(See CENSUS, Page 3)

Below, the 2000 Census figure is listed first, followed by the 1990 count and the differ-
ence is shown in actual numbers and percentages. Note that state prisoners are includ-
ed in the latest count in Dallam, Potter, Childress and Gray Counties. Those prisons did

not exist in 1990.

pmmmrass

DALLAM

6,222

5,461

+761
+13.9%

HARTLEY

5,537
3.654
+1,903
+52.4%

7.064
-470
-6.7%

104,312
89.673
+14,639

20,121

17.865

+2,256
+12.6 %

POTTER

113,546

97.874
+15,672

+16.0%

+1,931

+5.6% -8.5%

1

-13.5%

-138

2,247
-343
-15.3%

(Photo by Grover Black)

Emergency personnel render aid at scene.

mishap with tire

Upon arnival, tiretighters dis
covered the “smoke” was a pow
dery chemical propellant used to
intlate the air bag in the Blazer

A withess's statement to the
Pampa Police Department sad
the red Camaro rounded the cor
ner of the driven-in restaurant,

(See CRASH, Page 3)

Father, daughter

indicted on federal
mail theft charges

AMARILTO

A tather and daughter trom Pampa remamed in

Potter County [anl today atter a tederal grand jury indicted the
parr on tederal mail thett charges
A spokesman with Potter County Jail todav contirmed that

| ajeanna

King Downs, 21, and John Hardyv King, 49, both ot

Pampa, were incarcerated there on tederal mail thett charges and
the elder Kimg was also being held without bond tor violating,

the conditions ot has parole

An Amarillo tederal grand jury last week imdicted Downs on
two counts of mail thett tor allegediyv taking a JC Pennev bill

trom a restdential marl boy i
imdictment alleged that Downs had stolen a check drawn on a
Bank of America account ot Amarillo residents which had been
contained 1 a letter to Farmers Insurance in Austin on Feb. 5
John Hardyv King was also named in the second indictment

Iwo other persons were indicted on tederal mail thett charges

Amarillo on Jan. 31. A second

in connection with inadents on Feb. 5 Grand jurors issued tour
indictments naming, Bonnie C Russell and Jeremy B Turlington,
age and address unavailable: Both are currently tree todav on
$10,000 unsecured bonds, according to the US. District Clerk's
othce

In the indictments against them, Russell and Turlington

(See INDICTED, Page 3)

72nd Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet And Citizen Of The Year Award April 10th 7:00 PM In The
MK Brown Auditorium - Tickets $20 Per Person - Guest Speaker: Marsha Sharp, Lady Raiders Head Coach
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Services tomorrow

Daily Record

Police report

ELLIS, Gloria Jean — 1 p.m., Macedonia
Baptist Church, Pampa.

EVANS, Sina Jane — 11 a.m. First Baptist
Church, Shamrock.

PETERS, William A. “Bill” — 2 p.m., Sacred
Heart Catholic Church, White Deer.

Obituaries

SINA JANE EVANS

SHAMROCK — Sina Jane Evans, 87, died
Sunday, March 11, 2001, at Mineral Wells.
Services will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday in the
chapel of First Baptist Church with Joe G.
Jernigan, pastor of Calvary Christian Fellowshi
Church, officiating. Burial will be in Shamroc
Cemetery under the direction of Wright Funeral
Directors of Shamrock.

Mrs. Evans, a homemaker, was born in
Collingsworth County Feb. 21, 1914.

Survivors include a son, Lloyd Leo Evans Jr. of
Mineral Wells; a brother, Leroy Westbrook of
Granbury; four grandchildren; and numerous
great-grandchildren and stepgrandchildren.

ALBERTA M. HUFFHINES

Alberta M. Huffhines, 91, a longtime Pampa
resident, died Sunday, March 11, 2001, at
Glendora, Calif. Services are pending under the
direction of Carmichael-Whatley Funeral
Directors of Pampa. :

Mrs. Huffhines was born Feb. 1, 1910, at
Havana, Kan. She married Oliver Q. Huffhines
on Now. 6, 1926. She had been a Pampa resident
since 1944, moving from California, and had
worked in the kitchen of Highland General
Hospital of Pampa. She returned to California in
March of 1998.

She was a member of First Church of the
Nazarene.

Survivors include a daughter, Doris Scott of
Covina, Calif.; two sons, Oliver Huffhines and
Everett T. Huffhines, both of Pampa; nine grand-
children; and 18 great-grandchildren.

WILLIAM A. ‘BILL PETERS

LIBERAL, Kan. — William A. “Bill” Peters, 92,
a longtime resident of Liberal Good Samaritan
Center, died Sunday, March 11, 2001, at
Southwest Medical Center in Liberal. Memorial
services will be at 7 p.m. today in Kitch-
Brenneman Funeral Home in Liberal. Additional
services will be at 2 p.m. Wednesday in Sacred
Heart Catholic Church at White Deer with
Monsignor Kevin Hand officiating. Burial will
follow in the church cemetery.

Born Feb. 25, 1909, at St. Anthony, I, to Henry
George and Mary Christine Thein Peters, Mr.
Peters moved with his family to Panhandle,
Texas, in 1912. He married Beatrice Malinda
Kamphaus on Jan. 7, 1942, at Holy Family
Roman Catholic Church at Canute, Okla., and
was a self-employed farmer/dairyman prior to
working as custodian at White Deer Elementary
School, retiring in the 1970s after 20 years of ser-
vice.

He had been a Liberal resident since 1985 and
belonged to St. Anthony Catholic Church in
Liberal.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his
wife; a grandson, Michael Black; a great-grand-
son, Austin Castillo; four brothers; and two sis-
ters.

Survivors include four daughters, Carolyn
Rouillard of Oklahoma City, Okla.,, Margaret
McWilliams of Hooker, Okla., Betty Gregg of
Liberal and Mary Beth Matkin of Carrollton; a
son, John Peters of Amarillo; 15 grandchildren;
and 29 great-grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be to American
Diabetes Association and Liberal Good
Samaritan Center in care of Kitch-Brenneman
Funeral Home, 1212 W. 2nd St., Liberal, KS
67901.

Stocks

Fires

Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowi(:y arrest and incidents during the 24-hour
period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Monday, March 12

Mary L. Contreras, 18, 1316 E. Francis, was
arrested in the 100 block of South Starkweather
for public intoxication.

wo juveniles were re
the 900 block of Twiford. were located and
returned home shortly after the rt was taken.

A missing child was reported in the 2000 block
of Williston. The child had come home by the
time officers arrived to take the report.

Theft of a gazing ball was reported in the 900
block of South Hobart.

An employee of Energas, RR2, Box 387-F
reported someone had removed a gas meter in
the 1100 block of Varnon and installed it in anoth-
er location.

A red AMT bicycle was found in the 600 block
of North Somerv%e.

Police took an information report in the 1100
block of Charles concerning theft of newspapers,
valued over $50/ under $500, between March 1
and March 12.

A runaway was reported in the 400 block of
Hughes.

as runaways in

Tuesday, March 13
A burglala' was reported in the 100 block of
South Russell.

TARPLEY MUSIC CO.
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Accidents

Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing accident during the 24-hour period end-
ing at 7 a.m. today.

Monday, March 12

2:26 p.m. — A 1995 Chevrolet Camaro driven
by Contessa Nicole Kingcade, 16, RR 1, Box 150-
4, and a 1994 Chevrolet Blazer driven by Angela
Diane Anderson, 24, 2110 Williston, collided in
the Sonic Drive-In parking lot, 1404 N. Hobart.
Two persons were taken to Pampa Regional
Medical Center by Rural Metro Ambulance
where they were treated for non-incapacitating
injuries and released. No citations were listed on
the accident report. (See related story)

Ambulance

Rural/Metro made the following calls during
the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
Monday, March 12
2:26 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the
1400 block of North Hobart and %rakisported
three to PRMC.
6:37 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to a local
nursing facility and transported one to PRMC.
Tuesday, March 13
4:44 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 800
block of West 25th and transported one to PRMC.

Pampa Fire Department responded to the fol-
lowing calls during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

Monday, March 12

9:27 am. - Two units and six firefighters
responded to a false alarm at Rheam’s Diamond
Shop, 111 N. Cuyler.

2:04 pm. - One unit and two firefighters
responded to a natural gas leak in the 200 block
of East Foster. The leak was caused by a broken
gas meter.

2:32 p.m. - Three units and seven firefighters
responded to what was initially reported as a
vehicle fire at the Sonic Drive-In, 1404 N. Hobart.
When firefighters arrived, they found two vehi-
cles had collided at the drive-up window of the
restaurant and the “smoke” was caused by pro-
pellant used to inflate an air bag. Firefighters
eliminated possible hazards from the damaged

Texas Ro'und Up 5

Census figures show suburbs, bor-
der, Hispanics fueled Texas growth

UNDATED — All it might take would be a jog
down a big-city street, a stroll a subur-
ban mall or a drive across a lonel Texas
prairie to anticipate what the census said
abTQhut Texas. g

e major cities, and especially their minority
populations, are still gmwing Their outlyhﬁ
areas are expanding even faster. And rur
E:%ts, es y in West Texas, simply can’t

up.

g u drive west of I-35, it's a very lonel
place,xosaid University of Houston political ocl
ence professor Richard Murray, who said the
clique of West Texas lawmakers ﬂk: y will shrink
after redistricting.

The first detailed breakdown of ‘the 2000
Census headcount, released Monday, showed 91
percent of the 3.86 million in population growth
occurred in the metropolitan counties and their
suburbs. - Pt

Maintaining meteoric growth that began in the
1970s, sub accountgzl0 for the eight fastest-

wing counties. Among them: Collin, north of
allas; Williamson, north of Austin; and
Montgomery, north of Houston. Texas’ ula-
tion was pegged earlier this year at 20.9 million,
supplanting New York as the second-most popu-
lous state. ;

Census 2000: Collin County tops list

of fastest growing counties

FRISCO, Texas (AP) — In some Frisco subdivi-
sions, developers don’t wait to tear down aban-
doned farmhouses before surrounding them with
3,000-square-foot homes selling faster than they
can be built.

The region’s largest shopping mall opened in
August and lines at area restaurants can take
hours on a weekend night.

The population explosion in Collin County is
sweeping over this former farm town like a
swarm of grasshoppers on a hot summer day.
After consuming nearly every empty lot in Plano,
which swelled to 222,000 residents in the 1990s,
the masses are moving north. Frisco, now at a
population of about 34,000, grew 450 percent in
the “90s and could become home to as many as
300,000 residents by 2020, officials predict.

Growth in both cities helped Collin County
outpace Texas’ 253 other counties in the past
decade, according to newly released Census
2000 figures. Collin County grew 86.2 percent
between 1990 to 2000, from 264,036 residents to
461,675.

And Collin County still remains 60 percent
rural. Whether propelled by the region’s strong
economy, a quieter piece of suburbia or reputable
schools, one thing is sure to many Frisco resi-
dents. This town will never be the same.

People in the

Lawmakers consider bill to establish
AUS'I‘I'NO'( ' Lawmakers considering
— are
rural 1 outlet
::owmg nop:,oun

other assistance can them
out of a rut. bt .
The Office of Rural y Affairs would be
established as a stand-alone executive branch

to focus on rural issues, monitor
mmmmmw
lems and recommended solutions and coor
rural state aj

"Rubral Texas s inreal treuble;” Rep. Warren
Chisum, the bill’s author, told the House Land and
Committee “This
ve an

interests, eﬁdnﬂy as

tricting — the process political
sentation to reflect the .current population.
Stagnant rural Texas populations are expected to
lose several representatives to fast-growing urban
areas.

Spacewalkers get space station ready

SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) — Two space
shuttle Di astronauts floated outside early
Tuesday and prepped the international space sta-
tion to receive a robotic arm while also fixing a

sticky solar-panel latch.

During a spacewalk scheduled to last 6 1/2 hours,
Andrew Thomas apd Paul Richards completed crit-
ical wire connections that will provide data
and video links between space station and its
robotic arm — set to be delivered in A

This was the second and final s of
Discovery’s mission. Besides contin work on
the space station, the shuttle is deli Alpha’s

first r?lacement crew, made up of astronauts Jim
Voss, Susan Helms and their Russian commander
Yuri Usachev, and an Italian-made module filled
with 5 tons of supplies.

The wiring was considered the most difficult
task of the two s alks. The work was left

undone during Sunday’s record nine-
hour spacewa].E by Voss and Helms.

Thomas and Richards got a late start and did not
exit the shuttle until well after mi t Monday.

The astronauts also climbed to the top of the sta-
tion and fixed a latch on one of the station’s giant
solar wings that wasn’t deployed when the elec-
tricity-geroducing wings were installed in early
December.

s J Ui R P v

NEW YORK (AP) —
Maximilian Schell is recovering
from an appendectomy that kept
him off the stage of Broadway’s
Longacre Theatre, where he is
headlining previews of a new

roduction of “Judgment at

Messina is nominated for best
female vocalist at the Academ
of Country Music awards, whicK
will air on CBS on May 9. the

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Hollywood rebel Dennis Hopper

“Even though I thought I was
doing t work, 1 was really
doing OK work. I had to return to
ics of to what I
learned from (acting coach Lee)

and to create out of
that rather than out of some nose
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Officials: Ground controller cleared mistaken attack

WASHINGTON (AP) — AUS
serviceman at the scene of the
acadental bombing in Kuwait
directed the mistaken attack and
then belatedly called on the F/ A-
18 Hornet pilot to abort the mis-
sion, U.S offiaals said Tuesday

Many details of the incident
remain unclear, including the
exact sequence of events
Monday Officials speaking on
gondition of anonymity Tuesday
spid a forward air controller mis-
takenly directed the Hornet's
_bbmbing and tried too late to call
it off Five American servicemen
and one New Zealander were
killed

Some news reports said the
ground controller was a member
of the Navy, but Navy officials
said they could not immediately
confirm that

The Pentagon identified the
Hornet pilot as Cmdr. David O

Zimmerman, who commands the
VFA-37 Hornet squadron aboard
the USS Harry S. Truman, on
patrol in the Persian Gulf.

Zimmerman has more than
3,000 flying hours.

Pentagon officials are scram-
bling to understand what went
wrong in the training exercise.

The Homet was participating
in live-fire “close air support” for
ground troops at the Udairi
bombing range near the Iraqi
border when it dropped exPIo-
sive ordnance “on or near” an
observation post, the U.S. Central
Command said. Those killed and
injured apparently were in the
target area, but it was unclear
~hat went

The said six were
confirmed dead and five
American military personnel
were taken to hospital with
injuries that were not life-threat-

ening. Two of them were
released.

An accident investigation
board has been appointed and
will arrive in Kuwait this week,
the command said.

“We will work hard to take
care of the families involved, and
to find out how such an accident
could occur,” Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld said in a
statement.

The New Zealand government
pressed for answers in the acci-
dent that killed one of its sol-
diers, acting Maj. John McNutt,
27, as well as five Americans.

“This was a live bomb basical-
ly dropped on observers. It
shouldn’t happen and we all
need to know precisely what
went wrong,”’ said ense
Minister Mark Burton.

The New Zealand Armuy said
McNutt was killed instantly.

uremberg.” is hooked again — this time on

Schell, 70, portrays an aging
minister of justice on trial in 1948
for sentences he handed down
under Hitler.

He won a best actor Academy
Award for the 1961 film
”Judgment at Nuremberg,” in
which he gave a passionate per-
formance as a young German
defense lawyer.

Schell ~was  hospitalized
Saturday in New York City but is
expected to resume rfor-
mances Thursday, according to
Joe Trentacosta, a spokesman for
the production.

“He wants to come back earli-
er,” Trentacosta said. “He wants
to go now. But everyone’s saying,
laEg it a little easey].-x’

The play is scheduled to open
on March 26.

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Slacking is not part of Jo Dee

Messina’s schedule.
The country singer is on tour
for her “Burn” but she

already has plans for what she’ll
do when that’s over.

“I really want to get involved
with charities,” Messina told AP
Radio.

“lI want to be able to spend

some time writing. I'd love to do
some writing for my next album.
It's always a goal of mine,

and even to try to get cuts on
other ’s. | think develop-
ing m as a writer is some-
thing [ would love to really focus
on this year.”

golf.
“Golf is addictive. It replaces
the drugs. It replaces the alcohol.
I see it as a natural progression. I
suppose that if you survive your
drug da{_;,ayou have golf ahead
of you. t is, if you have any
brain left at all,” Ho told
Maximum Golf for the maga-
zine’s April issue.

The “Easy Rider” and
“ Apocalypse Now” star said golf
became his drug of choice 18
years ago, and candidly dis-
cussed his addictions.

“At the time I thought they
were a great help to my acting,”
Hopper said. "'B\ey were really
crutches. They make you schizo
and paranoid and out of control.

powder or martini.”

LANHAM, Md. (AP) — Mike
Tyson, who spent three years in
ﬂlwn on a rape conviction, says

loves women passnomtely, but
“I don’t think they like me.”

His explanation: “Because I'm
real with them and I elicit -
thing that they hide from
world.”

The former heavyweight
champion also philosophizes
about love in the April issue of
Sister 2 Sister, an urban entertain-
ment magazine.

“Listen, we have 8 billion peo-
ple on this glanet, right? And if
you ask all 8 billion, they would

ive you a different definition of

ove,” Tyson says.

City Briefs

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

100°X185" Lot on Milliron Rd.
w/ 40'x70° concrete slab in place
for your building Reduced gnce X
665-0447.

ANNIE’'S HAS moved, we are
now at “Curves,” 308 W. Foster.
340 min. w/ Vibe lotion $65, 240
min. w/ Juice lotion $55. Check
out our VHR Turbo Bed, tan 3-4
times faster!! 669-7660.

Weather focus

PAMPA — Today, mostly

sunny with highs in the
ah.;)uthwathooouthwm
to 15 mph. Tonight,mostly clear
with lows near 40. South to south-
west winds 5 to 10 mph.
Wednesday, increasing clouds
with a less than 20 percent chance
of late afternoon showers or thun-
derstorms, near 70. West to
northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.
STATEWIDE — Clear skies
returned across much of Texas on
Tuesday in the wake of showers
and thunderstorms that began the
Along the Gulf coast, students

frec, g
check:
Feb. 5.

The d’lﬂl‘{
Inspector’s
Pampa on J:

ATexas D
truck for s
ver was told

warrant cou
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

CENSUS

employees and Titan has added 37 during the last
year. The addition of United Medicorp, Inc. to the
community a few months ago added 68 jobs, she
added. Also, she said Hanover has increased their
labor force by five employees.

Tripplehorn said the future looks very promising
for Pampa and Gray County even though the pop-
ulation figures are down. She said American
Energy, Nichols and Duke Energy are all hiring
right now.

“Even though Celanese and Mundy have laid off
approximately 90 workers combined the past year,
they are now more viable,” said Tripplehorn. “Our
economy is strong and going great guns.”

Pampa Independent School District Board
President Jay. Johnson said, “The large metropoli-
tan areas are having growing pains and the rural
areas like Pampa are having shrinking pains.”

Johnson was not surprised at the decline in the
population. “We’ve known this was occurring
because of the consistent decline in school enroll-
ment the past few years,” he said. “We’re shrinking
in enrollment, but we still have the same fixed
costs.”

“The increase of the Hispanic population to 13.7
percent of the total population was not a surprise to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

SHAMROCK

Top-ranked Bullfighters Doug Forzani and
Dusty Essick will also be there.

Sunday will also feature a 30-man bullriding
event at the Shamrock rodeo grounds on the north
side of Interstate 40. Bullriding begins at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday.

A jackpot team roping is scheduled for Saturday
and Sunday at the roping arena a half mile north of
[-40 on U.S. 83. Books open at 1 p.m. both Saturday
and Sunday. Roping beiins at 1:30 p.m. each day.

The St. Patrick’s celebration begins Friday with
the Bareface Jail opening at 10 a.m. The carnival
and street fair open at 6 p.m.

The kick-off banquet at 6:45 p.m. at the
Shamrock Area Community Center features The
Motifs

I'he carnival and arts and craft show open at 9
a.m. Saturday. The Donegal beard contest will be

us either,” said Johnson. “We are having a constant
demand for English as Second Language teachers
because of the increase in the number of students
needing the class.”

Johnson added it is a concern of the board and
administration to find enough qualified teachers
for the students qualifying for ESL.

County Judge Richard Peet said he is always sad-
dened at the loss of any people in the area.

“What concerns me is the less people we have,”
he said, “is the less voice we have in Austin. “He
was referring to the loss in Chisum’s district of
25492 residents in the 16-county area he repre-
sents.

“Warren does an excellent job for us, but you
can’t compare with a city like Houston with 26 rep-
resentatives,” said Peet.

He said he is anxious to receive the official break-
down of the census which is due by April 1. Peet
said, according to the 2000 census, Lefors has 559
residents and McLean is home to 830 people.

City Manager Bob Eskridge was unavailable this
morning as he and Community Services Director
Bill Hildebrandt were in a meeting at Panhandle
Regional Planning Commission in Amarillo
regarding the census figures.

Finance Director John Horst said the subject of
the PRPC meeting is how to interpret the census
numbers.

judged and the Old Settler’s Plaque will be pre-
sented.

The parade takes to Main Street at 10:30 a.m.

The parade entrants luncheon will be at the

school cafeteria at 11 a.m.

The Colleens’ luncheon is at noon

A motorcycle rally and poker run will take off
from Shamrock Area Community Center at 12:30

Jm.
Chuck wagon competition will begin at 1 p.m.
next to the First National Bank. The car show is
scheduled for 1 p.m. at U Drop Inn

The Miss Irish Rose Pageant will be at 4 p.m
Gospel singing is schedufed for 7 p.m., a Christian
youth rally is plannedfor 8 p.m. and the annual
dance featuring The Motifs will be at 9 p.m.

On Sunday, the arts and crafts show runs from
noon to 5 p.m. The carnival opens at 1 p.m.

The Lad and Lassie competition will be at 1:30

p-m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

ANIMALS

However, Burns said some unknown persons
released the lost animal before a staff member
could get back to the facility to get the dog reunit-
ed with its owner

For those dropping off animals, there is a place
where notes can be left about the circumstances.

“Whoever is doing this doesn’t have a clue what
they could be dealing with by releasing these ani-
mals,” said Burns. “If they are taking these animals
to their homes, they could be endangering family
members as well as other pets.”

She each animal has to be assessed to determine
if the the animals are sick or_.need.medigal atten-
tion. “We have some who are turned into us which

them home, they could be taking home parvo.”

“Some of our staff have seen animals which have
been in the cages run over on the street only hours
later,” said Burns. She said if animals are just being
released on the streets, it is not helping them. “It’s
very dangerous,” she said. “The animals are often
trying to get back home when they are run over.”

She explained that animals with tags are reunit
ed with their animals.

Burns isn’t sure who is responsible for releasing
the animals from the night drop cages, but said
children have been seen at the facility when staff
members are not there

“Luckily, the lady who lost her Scottish terrier
found it. The animal was on Wilks St. near Doug
Boyd's, so appdrenitly somébffe had et it out,” she
said. “ At least, it was unharmed.” "

have parvo,” said Burns. “If people are taking

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Kingcade told officers she was
going too fast around the curve
when her right front tire struck
some curbing on the drive,
knocking her foot off the brake

INDICTED

allegedly had taken two credit card billing statements and two per
sonal checks from four separate Amarillo residential mail boxes on
Feb. 5

The charges resulted from an investigation by the U.S. Postal
Inspector’s Office, authorities said, following a high speed chase near
Pampa on Jan. 31

A Texas Department of Public Safety trooper had stopped a pickup
truck for speeding on a state highway east of Pampa. When the dri-
ver was tnrd the trooper intended to detain the vehicle until a search
warrant could be obtained, he took off with the trooper in pursuit

The chase ended on a rural road with authorities arresting the dri
ver. Downs, a passenger in the pickup, was also arrested at the scene
and charged with possession with intent to manufacture metham-
phetamine after authorities discovered a “rolling meth lab” in the
back seat of the pickup

Further search of the truck revealed a number of pieces of mail
dated Jan. 31, that appeared to have been taken from Amarillo mail
boxes and the U.S. Postal Inspectors Office was called to investigate.

Downs was out on bond on the Jan. 31 charges when Amarillo
police arrested her and her father for allegedly attempting to pass a
“washed” personal check at the Wal-Mart at -40 and Grand on Feb
)

Potter County Sheriff’s Office said today that the forgery vhars;(-s
against Downs and King filed by the City of Amarillo had been dis
missed

August graduation cut

DENTON, Texas (AP)
Seniors planning to graduate

CRASH

struck the curb, then smashed
into the Blazer

“] feel like I'm a second-class
citizen,” student Jennifer

from Texas Woman'’s University
in August are upset that the uni-
versity has dropped plans for
their commencement

“Bring it back. It's not fair
Bring it back. It's not fair,” stu-
lents chanted Monday on cam
pu&

The university is cutting one
of three annual graduation exer-
cises because of a budget short-
fall. The August graduation was
cut because it involves the
smallest number of students
and costs the most. Six-hundred
students are in the class plan-
ning to finish in August

Students learned . of the
dropped commencement last
week in the student newspaper.

Jim Stiles, TWU registrar, told
Dallas television station WFAA
that letters are being sent to the
students explaining the decision
and apologizing

Minchey said. She said she had
earned the right to walk across
the stage witﬁ her peers at her
time.

Mira Rhodes, another stu-
dent, said the decision showed
no respect for them.

The university is trying to
make up the final $1 million of a
$5 million budget shortfall
caused by state cutbacks and
lower enrollment. Cutting the
August graduation will save
$20,000.

The students can participate
in graduation ceremonies in
either May or December

Viagra

From China * First Time Avallable in U S

e Gide Srioete o tan & W
- 569.95

100 Capsutes Includes Tex * S/H Limited Time
Send check or money orders 1o

HEALTH AWARENESS
48 Hardy CL PMB, 184 Guitport, MS 38607

pedal and onto the accelerator

The front of the Camaro
struck the right rear of the
Blazer, pushing the Blazer into
the wall of the Sonic

An employee at the window
narrowly escaped injury from
the impact, officials said

Damage to the building was
estimated at $10,000, according
to the accident report

No charges were listed on the
report
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Gray County

Above: Students competing

The Gray County Spelling Bee was held Friday at Lovett Memorial Library. The win-
ner will represent Gray County at the Regional Spelling Bee slated at 1:30 p.m.,
Saturday, April 7 at West Texas A&M University in Canyon. Winner of the Regional
Bee will go on to compete in the Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C. The champion of the county bee is Jon-Nathan Stewart, a sixth
grader at Pampa Middle School. Eighth grader Shantillee Hemphill was runner-up
and Kayla Mendoza, a fifth grader at Travis Elementary, was junior champion.

Jungerman, Marli Street, Arlene Puentes, Keah Reel; (middle row) Madison Wilson,
Josiah West, Mendoza, Heath Skinner, Hemphill; (back row) Stewart, Kristopher
Boyd, Emily Elliott and Dayla Newman.

Spelling Bee
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(Community Camera photo)

in the county bee were (front row) Diana Meschay, Leda

Police ticket Girl Scouts
for selling their cookies

DECATUR, Ga. (AP) — DeKalb
County police are pretty tough
cookies — so much so that they’ll
ticket Girl Scouts for selling Thin
Mints and Tagalongs without a
permit. A boss later chalked the
whole thing up to overzealous
ness

An officer ticketed two groups
of Girl Scouts on Sunday

Iroop leader Angelia Latners
was with a group of girls selling

in the parking lot of a closed | ‘ nat de
| and 2000, according to U.S. Census Bureau statistics

restaurant. She argued with the |

officer until a sergeant showed
up. He, too, insisted that the little
girls had broken the law

“I mean, this is crazy!” Latners
said. “ After he finished with us,
he went down to the Kroger store |
and ticketed another (group of |
Scouts.)”

Latners had written permission
from the restaurant owner for her
girls to use the parking lot

She was unaware of a DeKalb
ordinance that requires a pm'nnt
for anyone soliciting in neighbor
hoods

Angela

Jackson southeast

Dunn, Tyler Rhoades,

Anna Julian.

Austin Elementary bee

Fourth grader Madison Wilson, above, won the Austin
Elementary Spelling Bee, representing the school
recently at the Gray County Bee, along with Marli
Street, not pictured. Tanner Jean, above, was fourth
grade runner-up. Other winners, in their respective
categories, were Kevin Frels, Gregory Wariner, Aaron

Heersema, Lacy Crain,
Busse, Street, Ariel Parry, Colden Fortenberry and

(Community Camera photo)

Jacey Wagner, Nicole
Monica Schepp, Taylor

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Looking for anyone, who was employed by Chevron USA,
formerly Gulf Oil Corporation, and worked the Oil Fields in
the Pampa and Spearman, Tx. area between 1937-1978 or
remember. working with Thomas J. Hill.

CONTACT BRIAN BAKER AT

1-800-222-2766

DeKalb service unit director for
the Girl Scouts, was at the Kroger
location Sunday. She said the offi
cer told her the fine would be
$100 to $200

Monday morning, police Maj
Ron Slade received several media
inquiries and calls from irate Girl
Scout Leaders. He quickly apolo

gized and voided the tickets

“We're not the big bad guys
We love the Girl Scouts,” Slade
said. “I just bought some of their
cookies.”

He said soliciting by youths in
that area had gotten out of hand
recently, and the officers appar
ently were overzealous

'Texas counties that lost the most population

The 10 Texas counties that lost the most residents between 1990 |

| County 2000 1990 Difference PercentChg

| Loving 67 107 40 37.4%
Reagan 3,326 4,514 -1,188 -26.3%
Upton 3,404 4,447 1,043 -23.5%
Terrell 1,081 1,410 329 23.3%

| Reeves 13,137 15,852 -2,715 -17.1%
Winkler7,173 8,626 1,453 16.8%
Ward 10909 13,115 -2,206 -16.8%
Yoakum 7,322 8,786 1,464 -16.7%
Stonewall 1,693 2,013 320 15.9%
Cottle 1,904 2,247 343 15.3%
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Texas Editorials

By The Associated Press
A sampling of editorial opinion around Texas:
Austin American-Statesman on juries and death penalty:

As thorough as criminal justice can be, there is as yet no

sure-tire guarantee against faulty memories, lousy or indiffer-
nt lawyering, mistaken identity or malicious prosecution.
Until there is, questions about the fairness of the Texas jus-
( ten especially when it comes to the death penalty —
continue to dog the state
[exas juries are notoriously tough when it comes to sen-
tencing. So tough that Texas executes more prisoners than any
other state. Executions have become so commonplace in lexas
they draw little notice except from a handful of opponents
who protest either here or in Huntsville on execution days.
lexas has become known for its assembly-line style of
killing prisoners, but the trouble is, assembly lines can break
down. Assembly lines can malfunction. When this one does, it
ymmits the irretrievable act of taking an innocent life
DNA testing may offer some insurance against wrongful
mviction, but as lawyers defending O.]. Simpson proved,
kind of scientific evidence can be cast in doubt
\s it ow, chances of being handed the death penalty are
argely dependent on (\;o'u;;r.lpll\ In Harris County, for exam
ple, commit a capital crime and your chances of being sen-
to death are extremely high. They are also high in
Bexar County, but much less than in Harris, about two f\nurs
iwway on [-10. Travis County, by contrast, has imposed the
death penalty only four times between 1995 and 2000. The
Harris County count was 70 in that same five-year pvrmd, In
Bexar County, the number of death sentences imposed was 25.
I'hose numbers suggest a kind of macabre lottery. For the
death penalty to be fully effective, it has to be applied equal-
not randomly. Wealth, or lack of it, also shapes the odds a
endant has of receiving the death penalty. So does ethnici-

th t

tenced

ere are enough examples of the system having been
the state that juries ought to be given an option of
entence of life without parole. It is not a new or

idea. But judging from the opposition extending

’ draws from prosecutors and  some interested
P d think the idea was linked to selling the Alamo
H ¢ Criminal Jurisprudence ( nmmltlvv,tlwpmpnw

et opposition from prosecutors and a victims'’ rights advo
ireued that H}n* life without option would lead to a
f the death penalty
I'hat testimony was followed by a Houston businessman
ffered compelling testimony that if he and his fellow
i the option, they would have exercised it. But
they voted the death penalty

that it
| [

without parole would somehow

[ icath penalty is baffling. Juries would still
f posing ultimate punishment, but
r weapon with which to deal with crimi
past time for Texas legislators to
lence to give the state’s jurors more lati
to the very serious choices of life and

Your representatives

State Rep. Warren Chisum
Address: 100 N. Price Road, Pampa TX 79065

I )

hone: 665-355
PO. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768-2910
ne: (512) 4630736
state Sen. Teel Bivins
: lo Address: PO. Box 9155, Amarillo, TX 79105
Phone: (806) 374-8994
Idress: PO. Box 12068, Austin, TX 78711
tin Phone: (512) 463-0131
Usenate.state.tx.us
U.S. Rep. William M. “Mac” Thornberry
! ddress: 724 S. Polk, Suite 400, Amarillo, TX

} Acddver

Phone: (806) 371-8844
tor Addres: 131 Cannon
D.C. 20515

ton Phone: (202) 225-3706

Building,

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison

Address: 283 Russell Senate Office
wa ’ulh’,'hlu |)( 20510
A\ hington Phone: (202) 224-5922

r@whutchison.senate.gov
U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm
Address: 370 Russell Senate Office
| i . Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington Phone: (202) 224-2934

17} (

Washit tO1

ramm@gramm .senate.gow
lexas Gov. Rick Perry
| BO> 128, Austin, TX 78711-2428
mstituent Hothine: 1-800-843-5789
ww.governor.state.tx.us /e-mail htm!
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"BASED ON QUR LATEST COMPUTER MODELS, WE'RE DOWNGRADING THE ‘STORM

OF THE CENTURY' TO THE STORM OF... UK, WHAT HOUR S THIS?! .. "

rts isn’t this reporter’s long sui

Kate Dickson inspired this week’s column
topic after I made a comment about Texas Tech
University considering Bobby Knight as its
next basketball coach. As I read through the
wire story, I blurted something to the effect of,
“You've got to be kidding!”

“That sounds like a column to me,” she said
“Why don’t you write about that?”

I thought awhile about writing on the subject
before I came to an inescapable conclusion.

You could put what I know about sports — all
sports — in a thimble.

Maybe its because I'm athletically chal
lenged. Maybe its because I'm competitively
challenged. Maybe its because I have a testos
terone deficit, even for a female.

Whatever the reason, I just have never
learned much about sports

Back in the 1900s, I was a pretty fair trivia
game player. Anyone who played a trivia game
with me soon learned, however, that if they
wanted to keep me from winning, all they had
to do is ask me a sports trivia question

Sports reign in Louisiana where | graduated
from high school. During the 1970s, only boys
were encouraged to participate in sports. Girls
were encouraged to sit in the stands and
encourage the boys as they played football or
baseball or competed in track events.

If sports reigned in Louisiana, then baseball
was king. One year | had the enviable position
of dating a college guy who, as part of his
internship, worked as assistant coach to our

By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, March 13, the
72nd day of 2001

In 1925, a law went into effect in
[ennessee prohibiting the teaching
I'here are 293 of evolution

Dee Dee
Laramore

Staff writer

high school’s state champion baseball team

As a result, many of our dates centered
around attending baseball either
school-sponsored or for the semi-pro league
team he played on. By osmosis, I became fairly
knowledgeable about baseball rules and great
at sitting behind the plate and yelling

On the other hand, the only thing I know
about football is that it never works to run the
ball through the middle of the line. I have
watched that play a million times and all any
one ever seems to gain from it is a concussion

In Louisiana, it’s okay for girls to play a form
of football once a vear to |n'|p raise money for
the junior-senior prom. It's called Powder Puff
Football. Freshmen and senior girls team up
against the sophomore and juniors in a bloody
battle that would chill Roman gladiators

My single brush with sports fame came
when 1 almost scored a touchdown playing
Powder Puft football my senior year. Probably

Today in history

games,

reckless homicide in

ing in a Pinto

deaths of three young women rid

would have, too, if | hadn’t slowed down to
see who had nearly ripped my shorts off me

See, that just proves I don’t have the right
competitive spirit. True athletes would have
been entirely focused on the goal line, not on
whether or not their shorts were about to fall
off in front of a stadium full of people

Originally, athletes in the Olympic games in
Greece chose to compete 1n the nude. The first
Olympic winners wore nothing more than a
crown of laurel leaves and a smile. Why should
it matter to me if I was only half dressed?

As a reporter of a small town newspaper,
I've had to fill in for every position in the
newsroom at one time or another, including
I love to take sports photographs
Fhey’re so full of action its impossible to take a
bad picture. But my limited sports knowledge
becomes a real barrier when reporting such
events

Once I was called to pinch hit for L.D. Strate
and cover a Pampa Harvester football game
My eternal gratitude goes to Sam White
When | admitted my failings to him, he gra
ciously let me park my notepad and ignorant

le in the press box as he guid
maze of football terms

\Pnll\

carcass next to
ed me through the
team background, player names, and game
strategy

After all was said and done, thanks to Sam
my story almost looked like | knew something

Even so, chances are good that my next job
won'’t be as a writer for Sports Hlustrated

killing 16 children and one teacher
before killing himself. World lead
ers, including President Clinton

the fiery

days left in the year In 1933, banks began to reopen len vyears ago President held a summit in Sharm El-Sheik
Today’s Highlight in History: after a “holiday” declared by George W. Bush, during a visit to Egypt where  they vowed
On March 13, 1852, “Uncle Sam” President Roosevelt Ottawa, Canada, warned Iran unequivocal support for the

made his debut as a cartoon char In 1964, in a notorious case, 38 against seizing Iraqi territory in Mideast peace process

acter in the New York Lantern residents of a New York neighbor- the aftermath of the Persian Gulf One year ago: A quarter century

On this date

In 1781, the planet Uranus was
discovered by Sir William Herschel

In 1868, the nnpvmhnwm trial of
President Andrew Johnson began
in the U.S. Senate

In 1901, the 23rd president of the
United States, Benjamin Harrison, In
died in Indianapolis Chairman

In 1906, American suffragist
Susan B Anthony died in
Rochester, N.Y

hood failed to '»‘«F‘H'\d to the cries
of Kitty Genovese, 28, as she was
being stabbed to death

In 1969, the Apollo 9 astronauts
\p|.|\|n'd down, ending a mission
that included the successful testing
of the Lunar Module
1980,

announced he was stepping down. into an
In 1980, a jury in Winamac, Ind.,
found Ford Motor Co. innocent of

$100 million criminal

damages in the
Exxon Valdez oil upl]]

rejected it. A new settle
Ford Motor Co
Henry Ford [l

reached later

elementary
Dunblane, Scotland

War. Exxon Corp. agree

more than $900 million in civil

tell apart when the Alas

Five years ago: A gunman burst

‘\\iﬂ\\\‘ n
and opened 62
fire on a class of kindergartners

d to pay a after the end of the Vietnam War

tine and U.S. Defense Secretary William

Cohen arrived in Hanoi to push

wake of the t)u'lnnrur reconciliatior
he deal loday’s Birthdays Country
ska House  singer Liz Anderson i1s 71. Country
ment was singer Jan Howard is 71. Opera

Rosalind Elia 1S ()
Mike Stoller s 68
Singer-songwriter Neil Sedaka is
Actor William H. Macy is 51
Rattin 1s 48

singer
songwriter

Actress Deborah

America is not responsible for the worid

One of my readers was slightly perturbed
recently because I didn’t supply solutions to the
problems I described in a column

Well, I could have. You name a problem, and |
can write you out a solution right off the top of
my head. Most of you could do the same thing
But, you see, we have no power, and so it would
be a pointless exercise. Nobody would take our
advice

Our influence on government occurs for one
day every two vears. That day, Election Day, is
like a magic gate that opens only for 12 hours
During those 12 hours, the American people
have the ability, if they choose to exercise it, to
effect a peaceful revolution

But when Election Day ends, our influence on
the national government 'drops practicaily to
zilch. And, in part, it was planned that way
Under the republican (little r) form of govern
ment, elected officials are expected to exercise
their own judgment on issues and then submit
to a review of their record on Election Day. They
are not \uppnwd to try to twist and turn with
every change in public opinion

But it was also intended by the founders that
the majority of governing would be done at the
local level, where people do have influence
James Madison, often called the father of the
Constitution, stated in the Federalist Papers (still
the best explanation of the original intent of the

Charley
Reese

Syndicated columnist

Constitution) that, except in ime of war, the fed
eral government would do 5 percent and the
states 95 percent of the governing

Unfortunately, we have evolved into a society
in which, it often seems, every level of govern
ment is trying its best to write as many laws and
rules as possible, An old Greek had it all figured
out a long time ago

“Virtue is not advanced by written laws,
Isocrates said, “but by the habits of everyday
life; for the majority of men tend to assimilate
the manners and morals amid which they have
been reared. Furthermore, where there is a mul
titude of specific laws, it is a sign that the state is
badly governed.’

L here’s a powerful lot of wisdom in that state
ment. Because children today learn by the habits
of everyday life and assimilate the manners and

morals in which they’ve been reared, that give
you a clue to problems in public schools

But as for influencing the federal government
I'm content. We at last have a president who is
diligently pursuing exactly what he said he
would pursue. It's going to take a while, I redl
1ze, to get used to |""‘”,\', an honest man in the
White House

George W. Bush was quite specific in what he
promised, and he’s not going beyond that. He's
certainly not going to adopt the laissez faire, iso
lationist policy that I would prefer

But that's OK. I'm content to have someone
who recognizes the folly of using American sol
diers as step-and-fetch-its for the United
Nations. I'm content to have a man who won't
make sleazy appointments

I'o move the current centralized welfare state
from where it is to where the forefathers intend
ed it to be is work for many generations
Besides, we need to get over the idea that we
have to mouth off and solve every single prob
lem that arises on a daily basis

T'his attitude, of course, is encouraged by the
news media and special-interest groups. But it’s
silly. We should see to our own affairs and not
try to run tlnn;;\ that are not our business and
that we have no authority to effect. If you feel
something is urgent, ask yourself, “Will this
matter 15 years from now?”
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Do-It-Yourselfers Offer Ways
To Fix Rear-End Damage

DEAR ABBY: “Watching My
Assets” put a dent in the door of his
friend’s pickup when he closed it by
pushing it with his rear end. Please
pass on this information: In newer
cars, one can take off the door panel
and pop the bent body back out
Only minor paint damage will
remain to be repaired. Most repair
persons won't tell you this because
repairs are their bread and butter.

Another “fix-it” for such a prob-
lem is to put dry ice on the spot.
Due to contraction, the dent will
pop out. It doesn’t work on all mate-
rials, but on many. This is an old
science trick — hope it helps.

SCIENCE TEACHER AND
BACKYARD MECHANIC

DEAR S.T. AND B.M.: Yours
is not the only letter that
arrived from helpful readers
wanting to resolve “Asset’s”
problem. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: The letter from
“Watching My Assets” reminded me
of a similar incident that happened
to me many years ago. My friend
“Carmen” “rear-ended” my passen-
ger door while trying to close the
already locked door and she, too,
left a large dent

Without a moment’s hesitation
she asked if I had a toilet plunger
(we had just pulled up to my home)
Plunger in place, out popped the
dent! Good as new, no insurance
claim necessary

GENIE SAFFREN,
LOS ANGELES

ﬁ
Abigail

Van Buren

SYNDICATED
COLUMNIST

DEAR GENIE: The longer I
write this column, the more I
learn from readers. Your letter
is a hoot. I wonder if that solu-
tion would work today on cars
that are made largely from plas-
tic instead of metal. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: The letter from
“Watching My Assets,” who had a
question t whether or not a claim
should be filed under his friend’s
insurance policy, prompts my own.

Your answer was wrong for a few
reasons. Yes, his friend should file a
claim. This was an accident. Grant-
ed, it was not your run-of-the-mill
accident, but it was an accident. If
the guilty party wants to help his
friend, he should volunteer to pay
the deductible.

Second, the only time an acci-
dent counts against you is if you are
the majority at fault — in Califor-
nia, 51 percent or more at fault —
for the accident. In this case, the
person filing the claim sould not
have his rates go up or have his pol-
icy canceled.

Please advise your readers that if

they are in an accident and have any
questions, to refer the question to
their insurance agent. After all, they
are paying a premium for insurance,
and if they get into an accident, the
person who sold them the policy is

obligated to help them out.
ADJUSTING CLAIMS FOR AAA
IN FRESNO, CALIF.

DEAR CLAIMS ADJUSTER:
Thank you for pointing that out.
I'm grateful for the reminder.
Read on: *

DEAR ABBY: You were correct
in advising “Watching” that
although it was unintentional, he
did, indeed, damage his friend’s
door by denting it with his posteri-
or. Therefore, he is the one who
should be responsible for the repair.

He should be able to put in a
claim under his homeowner’s or
renter’s liability coverage, since it
covers damage to other people’s
property, as well as injury to others.

Hope this information is helpful,
Abby

BEA IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR BEA: You bet it is.
Thank you for the golden nugget
of information. g

LR

Good advice for everyone — teens to
seniors — is in “The Anger in All of Us
and How to Deal With It.” To order, send
a business-size, self-addressed envelope,
plus check or money order for $3.96
($4.50 in Canada) to: Dear Abby, Anger
Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL
61054-0447. (Postage is included.)

Horoscope

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2001
BY JACQUELINE BIGAR

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have 5-Dynamic 4-Positive,
3-Average; 2-So-so; |-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % * & What seems like a mess this
moming < icars up Alld becomes a source
of creativity. Steer clear of negativity and
gossip. Step back and do whatever you
nged to do to make what you want hap-
Talk
Buy a

pen. Seek out those at a distance
what you want
favonte CD
TAURUS (Apnl 20-May 20)
* % % You could be more out of sync
than you realize. Take your time making

about Tonight

a decision that could involve relation
You discover that there are many
considered. Let
another spout off ideas. Be a good listen
er. Someone has much wisdom. Tonight
Go along with another's suggestion
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* % % Don't let a slow start ruin your

shups

options you haven’'t

day. You feel as if someone isn't working
with you. Stay focused on your must-do
list. Success follows concentration
Laughter surrounds a fun relationship
Be open to suggestions. Tonight: Just be
yourself

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* % * % You could feel let down by
another. Finding an answer takes talent
Your imagination is a huge resource that

you sometimes don't acknowledge. Trust

your judgment and ideas. You have
unusual insight and direcuon. Be open to
experimenting. Tonight: Answer your
mail

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

% % % % Another’s insecurity has a way
of distancing you. Don’t kid your- :If
about this person’s behavior. Be creauve
and open to potential. A meeting gives
you many options. Your creativity and
your ability to network merge. Open
doors. Tonight: Remember that anything
1s possible

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* % % You might not believe another’s
news, but you might be hard pressed to
change or disprove it. Stay focused on
one item at a time as you attempt to ver
ify information. Someone you count on
comes through for you. Let this person
know how important he is to you
Tonight: Head on home

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* % % % Confusion surrounds commu
nication and finances. Steer clear of any
nisks. Doors open later in the day. espe
cially if you are willing to ask questions
and seek out information. Someone
makes an offer that seems too good to be
true. Tonight: Return calls and e-mail
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* % % You might be upset by someone
who simply doesn’t seem to want to
understand. Try as you might, nght now
you cannot get through to this person
Remain optimistic and positive with oth
ers. Deal with finances. Seek out advice
Tonight: Treat yourself well
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* %% You swing from low to high
Deon’'t make decisions based on this
moming's news and information. You

could be overly sensitive or reactive until
later. Your smile and personality bring
others toward you. You draw many
opportunities. Tonight: Get together with
favonte friends

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* % % Accept a problem rather than
balking at it. You might not like what you
are hearing about a friendship and funds
Take your time and explore options. Dig
into work, and you'll become centered
Consider a new health or nutritional sys
tem. Tonighy: Get a good night’s sleep
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* % % Your information might cause a
problem for someone you deal with reg
ularly. Understand this person and where
he might be coming from. Schedule a
meeting or get-together. Your success
comes through others. Tomight: Do only
what you love

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* % % Your nerves might be getting the
better of you. Understand what 1s hap
pening. Take a walk, or distance yourself
from a problem. Make a point of speak
ing to a key adviser or confidant
Together, the two of you can work out

almost anything. Tonight: A must
appearance
BORN TODAY
Actor Michael Caine (1933), scientist
Albert Einstein (1879), actor Billy
Crystal (1947)

L

For a personal consultation with a psy

chic, call (900) 000-0000, $3.99 per
minute. You can request your favorite
psychic. Rotary or touch-tone phones

Must be 18 or older to call
InterMedia Inc., Jenkintown, Pa

A service of
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For answers to today's crossword, call 1-800-454-7377!
99¢ per minute, touch-tone/rotary phones. (18+only.) A
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“This cap is one-size-fits-all.”

For Better or For Worse
| NEVER THOUSHT

SHOPPING FOR THIS
DRESS WOULD BE
80 HARD MICHAEL !

\\
v Joremion Prooucone e D by Unieo Festse Syndcae

| WANT MYy MOM
O BE HAPPY, BUT
OUR TASTES ARE
80 DIFFERENT!

BUT THE OTHER
PART OF ME
DOESN'T WANT T0
WALK DOwWN THE
AISLE LOOKING
LIKE A CHANDELIER!

& 4 aY
AP ) :

PART OF ME BAVS
"THie 18 HER pay
NOW, LET HER
MAKE ALL THE

DECISBIONS”..
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