Texaq Rose Steakhouse

LiMITED TIME

OPEN SUNDAY 1100 - 2:00
2537 Perryton Parkway

806-669-1009

, Inc.

Jim Davidson
“PHONE IN”
“ “MOVE IN”

312 N. Gray * 669-000 888-883-2086

806-665-0106 .
Centramedia

Limited Time Only

$34%5 5

Installation and Equipment Extra

Call 665-0106

To Sign Up Today!
DSL Provid:u by IP-Communications
Not Available In All Areas

Count

By NANCY YOUNG
Managing Editor

The cost of county employee medical
insurance is going up atter the tirst of the
year both in the premium cost and in
higher co-pays

County commissioners agreed not to
pass along increased premium costs but
the employees will have to pay the higher
co-pays out ot pocket.

I'hat news came following a meeting,
between the commissioners court and
representatives ot Insurance Management
Systems

I'he rise in premiums is ot unusual,
said Jett Edmonds, a broker with IMS. He
said the continuous rise is part of a
nationwide trend

health

inflation 1s currently going up 40 percent
a year. He told the commissioners court to
expect a 17 to 20 percent increase in costs
tor the following year He attributed part
ot the reason to low mn-mpln\'mvnt Say-
ing, “It unemployment wasn’t so low
they’d do something, about it.”

County employees” insurance premi
ums are paid by Grav County, and that
amount will be raised bv $40 per employ-
ce next year. The current amount paid by
the county is $327.20 monthly per
employee and the cost will be raised to
$367.20

I'he number ot count employees who
have health insurance coverage with the
county 1s 126, according to County
Auditor Elamne Morris. This will be an
additional $4,700 per month cost to Gray
County
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insurance costs rise

Edwards said the increase in co-pays might discour-
age going to the doctor for just the sniffles. He said
2,270 prescriptions on the county policy have been
received at IMS for payment during the first 10 months

of 2000.

members unanimously do not want to

pass the insurance increase on to the
employees.
Precinct One Commissioner  Joe

Wheeley said, “Our county employees
have not recerved an increase in pav tor
two years, and T don’t want to pass this
imcrease on to them.” All commissioners
court members nodded  inagreement
“It's not tair to them,” he said, “but we
may have to do so eventually.”

employees ot $7.20 cach, which s paid
monthly by the county, will remain the
same. The policy value is $15,000.
Dependent coverage is also increasing,
Family  coverage will increase by 920
monthly, from $240 to $260; spousal coy
crage will increase $16- monthly, from
$184 to $200; and child or children will
imcrease $10, trom $120 to $130
Commissioners approved an
Increase in co-pay tor prescriptions and

also

High today low 60s
Low tonight middle 20s
For weather details see

Page 2

Genetically engineered
corn affects Cheetos

DALLAS (AP). — It sounds
corny, but science is hurting
the almighty Cheeto.

The nation’s Cheetos sup-
ply is dwindling as the maker
ot the cheese-tlavored snack
attempts to keep genetically
engincered corn from  the
recipe.

Cheetos supplies are down
by as much as 10 percent
while Plano-based Frito-l.ay
Inc. screens tor corn that
doesn’t contain the StarLink
bio-engineered variety

“We've required all corn-
meal to meet all tests, and
that's slowed things down,”
Frito-Lay spokeswoman
Lynn Markley told Saturday’s
editions ot The Dallas
Morning News. “As soon as
we get shlpnwnl\ in, we make
them.”

I'he company 1s running
thousands ot tests every
month for Starl.ink, which
contains a protein that acts as
a pesticide and was supposed
to be used only in animal teed
or tor industnal purposes

I'he company, which has a
policy against genetically
engineered food in its prod-
ucts, expects to fix the \uppl\'
problem in two weeks

Funvuns  onion-flavored
rings also are in short supply

Frito-Lay’s other chips are
not affected because th(‘\,’ are
made with specified varieties
of corn that are followed from
seed to store through Frito-
LLay’'s contracts with farmers.

Pampa News classified ads get
results. To place your ad call
669-2525.

* Shirley ‘Billie” Dumas, 73,
homemaker. ,

* Verla Faye Holland, 80,
active churchwoman.

* Ruby Irene Williams Isom,
86, homemaker.

Agriculture
Classified
Comics

Editorial
Entertainment
Sports

Pat Edwards with IMS said

medical

Gray County

Facing midday
deadline officials
check undervotes

By LEIGH STROPE
Associated Press Writer

Facing a midday
Sunday deadline, clec-
tion  otficials
Florida opened up ballot
boxes to look anew at so
called undervotes sought
by Democrat Al Gore
Republican George W. Bush
scrambled to the U.S. Supreme
Court to block the counts

“l. giess it’s time to do some
Coun’in;;,"' said Leon County’s
elections supervisor, lon Sancho

Undervotes are ballots on
which no vote for president was
registered by machines during,
the mechanical vote. Puncheard
ballots, used in Florida
counties, are particularly  sus-
ceptible to undervoting because
a voter can punch the card but
fail to push the chad all the way
out.

The judge charged with over
seeing, the new recounts set a
deadline ot 2 p.m. Sunday to
wrap up the work

Bush’s running

ACTOSS

some

Dick

mate,

Undervotes are ballots
on which no vote for pres-
ident was registered by
machines
mechanical vote.

during the

Cheney, worked at the
Republican transition ottices in
suburban Washington, D.C ., as
the Supreme Court weighed the
GOP request tor a temporary
delay in implementing  the
Florida court ruling. The appeal
that the

argued ruling  was
unconstitutional and said the
clectoral process could sutter

“material harm” it the recounts
go torward.

“This is what happens when,
tor the tirst time in modern his
tory, a candidate resorts to law
suitts to try to overcome the out
come ot an election tor presi-
dent,” said tormer Secretary ot
State James A. Baker 11, the

head ot Bush’s legal team. “Itis

(See UNDERVOTES, Page 2)

MISD board meets Monday

MIAMI

Miami Independent School District’s Board ot Fducation

are to meet in regular session at 7 p.m. Monday in the adimimistra-

tion ottice, 321 Custer

Action items listed on the agenda tor Monday's meeting include
the 1999-2000 school year audit, property insurance and an ayree-
ment with Fastern Panhandle Shared Services

Superintendent Allan Dinsmore is to give imtormation and present

reports on s¢ hool board training

y
37

the school report car, litigation, and

the Southwest Conservation District (SWCD) tree project

Financial matters to be discussed by

the board include current

bills, tund balances, a budget comparison, and lunch room and tax
’V i

collection reports

A special time has been set aside tor student recognition. An audi-
ence request period is also scheduled
The school board meeting is open to the public

Name: Myron J. “Mike” Porter.
Birth Date & Place: Dec. 10,
1920, Granville Summit, Pa.

Family: Wite of 57 years,

Dorothy Stone Porter; children,
Jan McCathern, Mickey Porter,
Chert Patterson, Rod Dorter,
Jeanna Zuniga and Deanna
Polasck; 14 grandchildren; and
tour great-grandchildren

Favorite Childhood Memory:
When my tour older brothers
took me swimming with them
and then showed me how to
hang on a rope and pushed me
oft liw bank and when | turned
loose and they said “swim,” so |
did and that was my tirst and
only swimming lesson and I've
swam ever since.

When I Grew Up I Wanted To
Be: A pilot.

My Best Friend was: Beebe
Comtfort.

People Remember Me As
Being: The most likely to suc-

Commissioners

Court

|

’

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

LEFORS — At the time this is written, it s 24
degrees in L etors. Humidity is 81 percent with
a barometric pressure of 3037 inches. Dew
point 1s 19 degrees and the community has
received no rain tor the past 24 hours,

At the same time, it 1s 32 degrees in Pampa
with humidity at 75 percent
reads 3031 inches and dew point is 25 degrees
[ No rain has tallen in Pampa during the past 24

hours, either

Now, anyone with Internet capabilities can

Sunday snapshot

ceed.

My Favorite Toy: Golf clubs

My Favorite Game: Golf.

My Favorite Radio Show:
Amos and Andy.

The Fjrst Movie | Ever Saw &
The Cost: A Roy Rogers movie. It
cost 10-cents and the popcorn
was tive-cents

The First Phone | Ever Used
Belonged To: My mother and

daddy.

The Person That Most
Influenced My Life: Coach
Crumbling,.

The Historical Event That

Most Affected My Life & Why:
T'he bombing of Pearl Harbor.
Why? I became an adult in three
short years.

The Thing | Remember Most
About The Depression Was:

Lite msurance premiums tor county

(See COUNTY, PPage 2)

(Pampa News photo by Dee Dee Laramore)

Lefors High School sophomore, Zack Kidd, checks the current weather situation
on the Lefors ISD website. With him are fellow sophomores, Lorraine Hess, cor-
ner right, and Angela Mullen, far left.

Lefors gets Weathernet
~KVII, local donors join hands

tind UP-t(‘-[h("lﬂlnll(l‘ weather intormation on
the Letors 1SD or Pampa I1SD weather sites,
thanks to an innovative project implemented by

~

Channel 7's

l'he barometer

KVII television in Amarillo

Fhrough a strong community ettort, Letors
schools raised $2,000 so they could join KVII
network ot 54
throughout the northern Texas Panhandle and
parts of Oklahoma, Kansas and New Mexico

Steve Kersch, KVIs chiet meteorologist, said
the television station invested approximately
$100,000 1in 1998 to set up 45 Weathernet sites in

weather stations

cach countv ot the station’s viewing area

Asking the neighbor tor the
dried sweet corn on the stalk and
helping mother grind it to make
Johnny Cake

The Biggest Honor I've Ever
Received Is: Being elected as the
curator of treedom Museum
USA.

If I Could Change One Thing
About My Past It Would Be: Not
grow old so tast.

My Whole Family Enjoyed:
Cimarron Canyon, N.M., camp-
ing trips.

The Person From My
Childhood 1 Wish I Could Visit
With Today Is: Maude Lions, my
high school English teacher.

My First Job Was: Picking
strawberries

Year & Make of The First
Vehicle 1 Drove: A 1939

(Sec WEATHERNET, Page 6)

Chevrolet four-door sedan

Cost of Gasoline When | First
Drove: Five-cents a gallon

On My First Date 1 Went To:
I'he circus

My Favorite Hang Out Spot
Was: Venny Veneski's Iee Cream
Parlor.

The Fashion Trend Was:
Double-breasted  suits with
vests.

My Favorite Saying Was:
“Let’s get it.”

My Favorite Song Was:
“You'll Never Know How

Much” by Glenn Miller.

Another Memory I Want To
Share Is: My salvation over
Frederickshauffen, Germany,
and my safe landing in a wound-
ed condition on July 20, 1944,
during World War H.

& Get Out And Enjoy The Lights!!
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Services

Daily Record

Police report

Services today

HOLLAND, Verla Faye
Methodist Church, Miami.
Services tomorrow

DUMAS, Shirley “Billie” Graveside ser-
vices, 2 p.m., Memory Gardens Cemetery,
Pampa. .

JONES, Jerry Dale — Memorial services, 11
a.m., Trinity Fellowship Church, Pampa.

Obituaries

SHIRLEY ‘BILLIE' DUMAS

Shirley “Billie” Dumas, 73, of Pampa, died
Friday, Dec. 8, 2000, at Odessa. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m. Monday
in Memory Gardens Cemetery
with the Rev. John Gloyer,
associate pastor of Fibet B
Baptist Church, officiating: [
Burial will be under the direc-
tion of Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Dumas was born Nov. |
2, 1927, at White Deer and had
been a Pampa resident most of
her life. She married ].B.
Dumas in 1951; he died April 12, 1987. |

She was preceded in death by a brother,
f[ommy Chambliss, in 1975.

Survivors include a daughter, Gloria Holt of
New Braunfels; a son, Gary Dumas of Odessa;
three sisters, Penny McCormick of Pampa,
Carlene Walker of Arlington and Dolly Grant of
Amarillo; a brother, Vaughn Chambliss of
Florida; and six grandchildren.

The tamily requests memorials be to American
Diabetes Association, Potter/Randall Chapter,
’O. Box 50433, Amarillo, TX 79159.

VERLA FAYE HOLLAND ,

MIAMI — Verla Faye Holland, 80, died Friday,
Dec. 8, 2000. Services will be at 2:30 p.m. today
in United Methodist Church
with the Rev. Steve Patterson,
pastor, officiating. Burial will
be in Miami Cemetery under
the direction of Carmichael-
Whatley Funeral Directors of
Pampa.

Mrs. Holland was born June
14, 1920, at Miami, the second
child of Bernice and Faye
Heare. She married W.R. (Cap)
Holland on May 21, 1938, at
Childress; he preceded her in death on Jan. 23,
1971

She was a member of United Methodist
Church of Miami since 1938 and served as
kindergarten Sunday school teacher and first
vear juniors class teacher. She was a Sunday
school teacher for eight years and children’s
superintendent for one year. She was MYF spon-
sor for several years and was a member of
Wesleyan Service Guild.

Mrs. Holland was also a member of Child
Study Club and High School Mothers Club.

Survivors include a son and daughter-in-law,
Dr. Lewis and Rita Ann Holland of Abilene; a
daughter and son-in-law, Barbara and Wiley
Bailey of Miami; three brothers, Bernie Heare of
San Rafael, Calif., Frank Heare of Miami and
Gerald Heare of Panhandle; six grandchildren,
Wesley Holland and wife Anna of Knox City,
Jody Holland and wife Renae and John Holland
and wife Amber, all of Abilene, Kasandra Boozer
and husband Mark of Dallas, Karie Hill and hus-
band Craig of Fort Worth and Kay Lynne Bailey
and fiancee Trent Ezzell of Lubbock; two great-
grandsons, Casley Holland and Colby Boozer;
and three great-granddaughters, Kira Holland,
Caylee Boozer and Emily Holland.

The family requests memorials be to United
Methodist (‘hur(‘H‘t of Miami

RUBY IRENE WILLIAMS ISOM

Ruby Irene Williams Isom, 86, of Pampa, died
Saturday, Dec. 9, 2000. Services are pending
under the direction of Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors of Pampa '

2:30 p.m., United

Mrs. Isom was born April 9, 1914, at
Pawhuska, Okla. She married Lew [som in
1931 at Pawhuska; he died May 23, 1971. She

moved to Pampa in 1952, residing at Cities
Service Camp prior to settling in her home in
947 E. Brunow.

She was a homemaker and a member of First
Christian Church.

Survivors include two daughters, Shirley Ann
McCarty of Ada, Okla., and Gloria May Isom of
Tulsa, Okla.; a son, Lewis Cass Isom, Jr., of St.
Louis, Mo.; a stepson, William Isom of Tulsa; a
sister, Lela Wilhams ot St. Petersbure, Fla;
seven grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchil-
dren.

Emergency numbers

AMDUIBNCE ... ... ononvvsmssmmnsisnsomuss sssonassasss sransytossinss 911
Crime StOPPers............ccoeeveiviceeicrieeeeenn 669-2222
BOergal . covnn v |-888-Energas
BU0C s i i s A e e e 91
Police (emergency).............ccccooviienenn. TR 911
Police (non-emergency)..............c.cccoeei. 669-5700

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-

ing arrests and incidents during the 48-hour peri-
ending at 7 a.m. Saturday.
Thursday, Dec. 7

Regina lrene Ellis, 35, 629 N. Dwight, was
arrested in the 600 block of North Dwight on
charges of failure to identify - fugitive and seven
outstanding capias pro fine warrants.

Aaron Eugene Young, 31, 314 Wynne, was
arrested in the 1400 block of East Browning on a
warrant for assault causing bodily injury - family
violence.

A CD case containing CDs was reported found
in the street by an automatic teller.machine in the
100 block of Foster.

An unattended death was reported in the 900
block of East Malone.

Friday, Dec. 8

Leonard Anthony Scott, 36, 1105 Neel Rd., was
arrested in the 1000 block of South Sumner on 11
municipal warrants, one felony warrant for pos-
session of a controlled substance and a misde-
meanor warrant for possession of marijuana. He
was also charged with evading arrest.

A simple assault/domestic was reported in the
800 block of East Denver. ‘

Will Ryon Munsell, 21, 304 Tignor, arrested on
charges of public intoxication, disorderly con-
duct/language, no seat belt and failure to appear.

‘Hattie Mae Atwood, 42, 700 Lefors, arrested
and charged with public intoxication, disorderly
conduct/fighting in public and disorderly con-
duct/language.

Amy Wendt Atwood, 40, Rt. 1 Box 150, arrest-
ed and charged with public intoxication, disor-
derly conduct/fighting in public and disorderly
conduct/ gestures.

Sheriff's Office

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing arrests and incidents during the 48-hour
period ending at 7 a.m. Saturday.

Thursday, Dec. 7

Lucas Shane Turner, 20, of Lexington, was
transferred to Gray County Jail after sentencing
in Carson County on local charges of theft over
$50/ under $500; bond surrenders for no seat
belt, possession of drug paraphernalia, and fail-
ure to appear; and seven capias pro fine war-
rants.

Gray County Sheriff’s deputies responded to a
motor vehicle collision involving a semi-tractor
truck and a Pampa Independent School District
van, west of Pampa on U.S. 60 at Kingsmill.

Friday, Dec. 8

Christian Dale King, 19, 300 Tignor, arrested on
a directive to apprehend for the Texas Youth
Commission.

Samuel Rosales, 19, 709 Denver, arrested on a
charge of driving under the influence / minor and
failure to appear/bail jumping.

Frank Edward Gallegos, no age listed, Dalhart,
arrested on a theft by check warrant from Moore |
County.

Ambulance

Rural/Metro made the following calls during

the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. Saturday.
Friday, Dec. 8

1:11 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded about six
miles east on Highway 60 on a motor vehicle
accident; no transport.

3:52 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 100
block of South Russell and transported one to
PRMC.

4:51 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 800
block of Scott; no transport.

7:29 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 2300
block of Dogwood; no transport.

9:47 p.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 800
block of East Frederic and transported one to
PRMC.

1():%F.m. - A mobile ICU responded to the 600

block of West Foster; no transport.
Correction
The Pampa News incorrectly reported

Wednesday that all five persons who were
indicted this week by the Grand Jury had been
released on bond.

Sergio Rivera, 21, 1008 Varnon, indicted for
indecency with a child in connection with an
incident on July 28, remains in jail on $5,000
bond.

Danny Duane Vincent, 41, 638 Wells, faces two
indictments. One indictment was for forgery by
passing and the other for forgery by making. He
remains in the munt‘y: jail with bonds totaling
$10,000, $5,000 on each charge.

Edward Earl Holt, 49, 613 Plains, indicted on
an enhanced charge of theft under $20, also
remains in the county jail in lieu of $4,000 bond.

Robert Joseph Collom, 40, 519 Walnut, indict-
ed on charges of aggravated assault on a public
servant in connection with an incident on June
23, was freed on $1,000 bond. .

We regret any inconvenience this may have
caused. :

Ebola victims reaches 400, 160 dead

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — The number of peo-
ple infected wit|§ the deadly Ebola virus reached
400 on Friday, with 160 of those victims dying
from the highly contagious disease, a health offi-
cial said. '

In the last three days, two
. the northern town of Gulu, while two others died

MAGNITOGORSK, Russia (AP) -~ President
Viadimir Putin said Saturday he will pardon

* American businessman Edmond Pope, 1 was

convicted of espionage and sen to 20 years.
Putin’s comments came a day after the an
presidential

-

ple have died in

that the 54-year-old Pennsylvania native be and Moscow.

in Masindi, 125 miles northwest of Kampala, said
Dr. Alex Opio, assistant director of the National
Disease Control Center.

During the same
cases were identifi

Guilu, Masindi and Mbarara districts, he added.

COUNTY

medical providers. Generic prescriptions will
incrgase from $8 to $15 per prescription while

“‘brand name prescriptions will increase from $15 to

$25 each.

Office co-pay for employees and their depen-
dents will increase from $15 to $25 per visit.

Edwards said the increase in co-pays might dis-
courage going to the doctor for just the sniffles, He
said 2,270 prescriptions on the county policy have
been received at IMS for payment during the first
10 months of 2000

“It’s really hard (%] impress upon employees what

UNDERVOTES

very sad. It is sad for Florida. It is sad for the
nation. And it is sad for democracy.”

The high court rulir:Ea:immed Bush’s certified
537-vote lead to less 200 votes by ordering
that the earlier tallies in Palm Beach and Miami-
Dade be added to the totals of each candidate.

The opinion overturned a ruling Wednesday by
Circuit Judge N. Sanders Sauls. Sauls immediately
recused himself from the case without explanation
and it was neassi%:\ed to Judge Terry Lewis. Lewis
told lawyers for the two campaigns in Tallahassee
that hnad read the state court’s ruling “and I
intend to follow it.”

Gore’s lawyers called for the counting to begin
immediately and asked the court to establish a pro-
cedure to count undervotes statewide, while
Bush’s lawyer suggested a slower approach. The
judge declined to set a single standard for deter-
mine which votes count, leaving it to local officials.

“Hours make a difference here,” said Gore
lawyer David Boies, saying about 40,000 disputed
ballots had to be counted. “Minutes may make a
difference.”

“It’s going to be a big job,” said Bush attorney
Phil Beck, projecting that 64,000 ballots needed to
be counted. “I think the Supreme Court has creat-
ed an impossible situation here.”

Gore’s lawyers also planned to file a response to
Bush’s request to the U.S. Supreme Court. They
said a delay “is the only means of protecting the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

ONE

good benefits they have with the group policies,”
said Mark Cadra, local insurance IMS representa-
tive. “Farmers and ranchers are carrying policies
with $5,000 deductible because of the cost of pre-
miums. Those policies will just pay the “big one”
(large medical claims),” he said.
onds said county employees only had two
covered persons with claims over and above
$25,000 this past year during the first 10 months,
but said .an additional two covered persons will
probably reach $25,000 in claims before years end.
e said the PPO network has worked quite well.
Commissioners decided to remain with the BSA
network.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

integrity of the federal electoral process while
ensuring proper and orderly access to the judicial
system.”

Justice Anthony Kennedl?i has jurisdiction’ over
emergency requests from Florida, and will be the
first to review the 41-page filing. Kennedy could
act on it at any time, or he could refer the request to
the full court.

Bush lawyers also were filing an emergency peti-
tion with the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Atlanta asking that the recounts be stopped —
before they could begin — until the nation’s high-
est court could settle the issue.

Gore campaign chairman Bill Daley said the
Florida Supreme Court decision caught himself by
surprise, but the vice president remained opti-
mistic.

“He believes when this is finished he will be
sworn in on January 20th as our president,” Daley
said.

Florida is required to certify its slate of 25 elec-
tors Tuesday and the Republican-controlled
Legislature is poised to insure that those electors
are pledged to Bush when lawmakers meet in spe-
cial session next week.

Congress might ultimately be forced to decide
whether to accept votes chosen through the court
battle in Gore’s favor, or a slate picked by the
Legislature for Bush.

he Electoral College compiles the votes of all 50
states on Dec. 18 and those votes are to be counted
by Congress on Jan. 6, two weeks before
Inauguration Day.

C'heney sells Highland Park home in Dallas

Vice presidential hopeful Dick Cheney has sold
his Highland Park home to Dianne T. Cash, a long-
time resident of the city.

Cash, who recently gave $200,000 to Republican

committees, lives near where Cheney and his wife
resided on Euclid Avenue. Her name appears on a
deed filed Nov. 30 in the Dallas County clerk’s
office.

" City Briefs

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement

$300 REWARD lost female

FOUR P Silver Company (in

MASSAGE THERAPY, call

riod, Opio said seven new
in Gulu, the epicenter of the
outbreak. So far the disease has been confined to

Sheltie puppy w/ red collar. 665-
7867 or 898-5390.

1/2 OR whole, hand grain fed
small beef. Cut, wrapped, your
way at Circle “B”. $1.45 b. Earl
Smith 669-6007.

ADOPT AN Angel Program-
at the Pampa News Office, 403 W.
Atchison. Return unwrapped
gifts by Mon. Dec. 18th. For info.
call Salvation Army, 665-7233

BE BRAVE! Give her a vac-
uum for Christmas' Draw for 15-
40% off new vacuums. Top of
Texas Vac & Sew, 407 W. Foster.

BRENDA’'S ALTERATIONS:
formerly of Comet Cleaners, tak-
ing new customers 665-4737.

CHRISTMAS LIGHT Instal-
lation. Residential and Commer-
cial. 848-2377.

COMET CLEANERS, coats
20% off (leather not included).

COTTONWOOD SPRINGS
Guest Ranch would make great
gift, Gift Certificates Available.
665-7126.

CURTIS MATHES console tv,
record & tape player $75, micro.
table $35, 94 Cadillac $11,000-
good cond. 669-7100

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY.
Stitchin’ Barn, 669-3543, at Wal-
nut Creek.

DUNLAPS OPEN today 12-5
p-m. Lots of great deals. Come
and see usl!!

GET MORE for your Angel
Tree lmgel«_gl’:‘alitz:l Winter
wear...for less. Twice Is Nice.

GETTING MARRIED? Let
me an&mlum,m
5630. rentals, wed-

\g decorating, silk flower

Pack ‘n’ Mail), 1506 N. Hobart,
665-6171. New shipment of ster-
ling silver jewelry! "~ "

GIFT CERTIFICATES avail.
for that hard to buy for person at
Complete Travel, 1538 N. Hobart,
669-6110.

GIVE A gift that keeps on giv-
ing from your local woodstove
shop, Fireside Comfort, 725 W.
Brown, Hwy. 60.

GRANDVIEW  HOPKINS
Community Cookbooks $10.
Great Christmas presents!! Call
Becci Hutto 665-0375, or Kelli
Aderholt 669-2371.

HANDMADE  STERLING
silver jewelry & pottery. For ap-
pointment call Linda at 669-6726.

IDEAL CHRISTMAS gift for
Dad, a new Holland outdoor
grill. Fireside Comfort, 725 W.
Brown, Hwy. 60.

JVC, MTX, car audio on sale
now. All cassettes & CD’s re-
duced. 10 & 12” subwoofers-buy
one get one. Halls Auto Sound.

K OF C Deep Fried and
Smoked Turkeys. Taking orders
for the Christmas Holidays. Size
12-14 pounds Cost $25. Call 665-
1562 or 665-3786. .

LASTING GIFTS, Cray

C . book & video at
TheC(‘;} Box, Hastings.
LIQUIDATION ' SALE, 50-
75% off men's name brat -
ing, Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun 9-9
p-m., 810 W, Kingsmill, 665-3798.

e
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for your Christmas gift needs.
(Cards) of wonderful pampering

_, treatment combination. Contact
Kelly 665-4350.

PLEASE JOIN Pamcel Federal
Credit Union for Christmas Open
House, Thurs. Dec. 14th, 7 am.-
12 p.m.

QUADRA FIRE December
Special, Model 3100 SR, $1259 for
$825, while they last, Fireside

Comfort, 725 W. Brown, Hwy. 60 -

RENT A Santa, over 10 yrs.
exp. 665-2141. $25 & up.

“ROAD TO Bethlehem” a live
Nativity, drive thru at the White
Deer United Methodist Church,
Sun. Dec. 10th, 6-8 p.m.

SEE US for in-car video. Cus-

tom overhead monitors, in dash,
headrest or visor mountings.
DVD, VCR, video games & wire-
less head phones. Halls Auto
Sound.

“SONG’S SALON" licensed
hairstylists Kristal Lee & Synetta
Conley’s Special-20% Off chemi-
cal services. Call 665-4343.

ST. MATTHEW’S Day School
Cookbooks will make . great
Christmas gifts! $10. 665-0703.

TOUR OF Homes, Today 1-4
m. Tickets available at 2601
Buncan, 719 N. Somerville, 210

W. Harvester, 106 S. Cuyler. Pro- .

ceeds to benefit O.P.I.

WANTED MALE or female to
live with elderly man, house-
work & companionship. Room &
board + $200 mo. 669-1600.

WATKINS PRODUCTS,

b ‘ Betty Ridgway, 665-8806.

WILL PUT up Outdoor Christ-

mas Lights, call Craig at 665-4371

WONDERFUL HOLIDAY &

Winter wear for you & your little

ones... for less. Twice Is Nice. ;
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Jack Hazlewood

A seriously mjured Texas Panbandle
woman represented by Amardlo Attorney
Jack Hazlewood and bis Dallas Co-
Counsel awarded $8.2 million Jury
Verdict in Products Liabdity lowsat
agamst major automobile manufacturer
(Case No. 93-10141, 116th District
Court, Dallas County) . Results obtamed 1
depend on the facts of each case

Suite 200 PNB Place ® Fillmore At 8th ® Amarillo, TX
website: hazlewood.wld.com ¢ e-mail: jhazelw@arn.net

AW OFFICES OF

Jack Hazlewood

Calendar of events

SERIOUSLY INJURED?

Then you need an experienced attorney
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® Medical Malpractice
® On-The-Job Injuries
® Motor Vehicle Accidents

FREE CONSULTATION

Toll Free 888-376-6372

Board Certified In Personal Injury
& Civil Trial Law By
Texas Board Of Legal Specialization

T.O.PS. #149
[ake Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P5.)
#149 meets at 6 p.m. Monday at 513
E. Francis. Call 669-2389 for more
mntormation

T.O.P.S. #41
[ake Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.PS.)
#41 meets at noon Monday at 511
N. Hobart. For more information,
call 665-3024

AL-ANON
Al-Anon will hold weekly meetings
on Mondays and W«’dmaiavs at 8
p.m. at 910 W. Kentucky.

VFW CHARITY BINGO
['he Pampa Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post #1657, 105 S. Cuyler, will
be having Charity Bingo every
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. Doors open at
12 noon. The® public is welcome.
License No. 1-75-6037422-9.
CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS
he Celebration of Lights project
will hold regular workshop meet-
ings at 6:30 p.m. on Monday nights
it 822 E. Foster. Anyone wishing to
help with the project is invited to
attend any work session.
PAMPA DUPLICATE
BRIDGE CLUB
I'he Pampa Duplicate Bridge Club
plays Monday at 1 p.m. and
Thursdays at 10 a.m. at The Senior
(itizens. For a partner, or more
information, please call Marie
Jamieson at 669-2945
PANHANDLE ALLIANCE FOR
THE MENTALLY ILL

A support group for the mentally ill
and family members meet the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at7 p.m
at 218 N. Russell. This week we are
discussing the negative symptoms
of paranoid schizophreria. There is
no charge. For more information or
if you need a ride call Sharon King,
665-2818
MONTHLY GOSPEL SINGING
First Pentecostal Holiness Church,
1700 Alcock, hosts a Gospel Singing
from 2-4 p.m. every second Sunday
of the month. Pastor Albert
Maggard and the congregation of
First Pentecostal cordially invites
the public to attend. Singers and
musicians from area churches par-
ticipate in this informal congrega-
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WE GIVE YOU CHOICES
YOU SAVE MONEY

Offering Consumer an
Alternative Approach to
Realtor Services
» FSBO - Agent
Assisted Programs
» Unbundied Menu
of Services
» Limited Services
For Flat Fee
» Full Services For
Flat Fee
» Full Services by
Commission
| will save you THOUSANDS

Charles A. Buzzard
C-CREC

669-6370
cbuzzard@pen-tex.net

P e

Charles Buzzard

Real Estate Consultant

-

tional singing and enjoy various
special vocal and instrumental pre-
sentations.

PHS SCHOLARSHIPS
Pampa High School is seeking
clubs, organizations, individuals or
grou » interested in establishing

rships for high school seniors.
l‘he sch)ﬁ:shxps can be for any
amount. The high school will make
the scholarships available to senior
students at the end of February. For
more information, contact Starla
Kindle or Billie Lowrey at 669-4800.

SANTA HELPERS
In an effort to raise funds for its
Summer Educational Student
Exchange trip to Germany, the
German Club at Pampa High is
organizing a volunteer program
during the Christmas season. The
volunteers are calling themselves
“Santa’s Little Helpers” and are
available to help wrap presents,
decorate homes (indoors and out-
doors), remove decorations and
much more. For more information
or to schedule “Santa’s Little
Helpers,” contact Jamie Greene,
PHS German Club nsor, at 669-
4800 (PHS) or at (home).

Donations are accepted.
PPQG

Panhandle Piecemakers Quilt Guild
will meet at 6:30 p.m., Dec. 14, in
Pampa Senior Citizens Center, 500
W. Francis. The program will
include entertainment by Bill
Reeves, cowboy poet from McLean.
Participants are asked to bring a
covered dish to share in a potluck
meal as well as a wrapped sewing-
related item for gift exchange. For
more information, call (806) 779-
2115

SINGLES NEW

YEAR’S EVE PARTY

I'he Singles Ministry at Paramount
Terrace Christian Church of
Amarillo will host an area-wide
Singles New Year’s Eve dinner and
dance from 7 pm.-12 am., Dec. 31
in Amarillo Civic Center Grand
Plaza. Music will be by Sharla Lee
Hayes and Double Diamond Band.
A photographer will be available at
6:30 p.m. for personal photos.
lickets are $20 per person and will
include a guest speaker, dinner and
dance. Deadline to purchase tickets
is Dec. 22. The event will be alcohol-
and smoke-free. For tickets or for
more information, call Penny
Lawlis or Mike Nuthman at the
church, (806) 353-6615.

TRAIN SHOW
Amarillo Model Railroad
Association will hold its annual
Magic of Christmas Past Train Show
beginning Nov. 24 in Western Plaza
Show hours are, 12 noon-8 p.m,,
Nov. 24-26 and Dec. 25-31 as well as
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“To know her was to love her,
Because from day to day
She brought such happiness to those
She met along life’s way
The memories she left behind
Will always linger to
An be an inspiration
To everyone she knew.”

The family of Betty McDowell
would like to express our appreciation
for all of the kindness that was shown

In Loving Memory Of Betty McDowell

God Saw You Were Getting Tired
And A Cure Was Not To Be
So He Put His Arms Around You
“Come With Me”
With Tearful Eyes We Watched You Suffer
And Watched You Fade Away
Although We Loved You Dearly
We Could Not Make You Stay
Your Golden Heart Stopped Beating
Hard Working Hands Were Put To Rest
God Broke Our Hearts To Prove
To Us He Only Takes The Best

5-8 p.m., every Friday in December.
The association will raffle offa 4’ x 8
HO-scale model railroad at 4 p.m.
Christmas Eve. Admission is $1 for
adults and 50-cents for children.
Raffle tickets are $1 a chance or six
for $5.
WINTER PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP

A Winter Photography Workshop is
in the offing at 1 p.m., Saturday, Dec.
16 at Caprock Canyons State Park in
Quitaque. Participants will need
their own camera, film, note pad
and snacks. The workshop will be
conducted both inside and outside
and will not we canceled due to
inclement weather. Cost is $20 for
adults, $15 for seniors/TCP mem-
bers and $10 for children 12 and
unde'r Reservations are required.
' For more information, call (806) 455-
1492. .

RED CROSS CLASSES
Gray County Chapter of the
American Red Cross will offer the
following courses this month: First
Aid, 3-7 p.m., Dec. 5, ARC office, 108
N. Russell; CPR class, 59 p.m., Dec.
12 at the ARC office. To register or
for more information, call 669-7121.

MIP CLASSES

Clarendon College will offer ABC
Computer Cla&;‘fgmm 1-4 p.m,, Dec.
14 and from 8:30 a.m-12a.m. and 1-
4 p.m., Dec. 15. Minor in Possession
classes are scheduled from 7:30-
10:30 p.m., Dec. 11-12 in Clarendon.
For more information, call
Clarendon_College-Pampa Center
or Eddie Hankins, (806) 874-5074.

ADOPT-A-SEA TURTLE
Adopt a sea turtle for some one you
love this holiday season. For a tax-
deductible $25, the Sea Turtle
Survival League, an educational,
outreach program of the nonprofit
Caribbean Conservation Corp., will
send participants a personalized
color sea tygtle adoption certificate,
a sea turtle fact sheet, colorful decal
and magnet and a subscription to
the organization’s  quarterly
newsletter, all in a special folder. For
more information, call 1-800-678-
7853 or visit www.cccturtle.org. on
the Internet.

DISCOVERY CENTER
The Don Harrington Discovery
Center in"Amarillo is introducing
the exhibit “Air Discovery: Soar to
New Heights” this month. For more
information, call the center at (806)
355-9547.

AYUSA

Academic Year in the USA.
International, a non-profit student
exchange program, invites high
school students to apﬁo for t
Congress-Bundestag scholarship, a
full uholar%hlp for one vyear to
study in Germany. Deadline for
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through kind words, cards, flowers,
food and'love.

application is Dec. 1. For more infor-
mation, call 1-800-727-4540, ext. 567
or visit www.ayusa.org/usager-
m(mvscholarshxp on the World
Wide Web.
FPC 'HOLIDAY SPECIAL
November 3 through Dec. 14, the:
('osmelulok,v l)cpartment at Frank
’hlll|p€ College in Bor;,er will offer
“holiday special” on manicures
(‘Bl 50), hot oil manicures ($1.75),
pedicures ($2.50) and artificial nails
($15 per set). Appointments are
scheduled after 6 p.m. each night.
For more information, call (806) 274~
5311 or 1-800-687-2056, ext. 747.
MS. TEXAS SENIOR PAGEANT
Ms. Texas Senior Pageant officials
are currently seeking participants
and corporate sponsorships for
the 14th annual Ms. Texas Senior
pageant scheduled March 23-24 at
the Ramada Market Center in
Dallas. For more information,
contact Nell Coleman, state direc-
tor, at (972) 239-3342, or Red
Walker, executive director, (972)
270-5944.
ALZHEIMER'’S
SUPPORT GROUP*

The local Alzheimer’s Support
Group will conduct a four-part
series this fall. The series will kick-
off Sept. 7 with Dr. Bruce Harrow
presenting an overview of the dis-
ease. Topics will include:
Communication and Activities of
Daily Living, Oct. 5; and
("ummunitv Resources and

aregwmg Planning, Nov. 2. The
series will conclude Dec. 7 with a
panel discussion. The group meets
regularly at 7 p.m. the first
Thursday -of each month at
Shepard’s Crook Nursing Agency,
916 ‘N. Crest. For more informa-
tion, call Dauna Wilkinson, 665-
0356.

TEXAS
VACATION PACKAGES
The Musical Drama “TEXAS” is
continuing its fall, winter and spring
vacation packages showcasing area
attractions such as Amarillo
Rattlers, Amarillo Opera, Amarillo
Symphony, Lone Star Ballet,
American Quarter Horse
Association and much more. The
packages include hotel/motel
accommodations, dining in the best
western tradition and one-stop
shopping. For more information,
call 1-800-655-2181 or  wvisit
www.texasmusicaldrama.com. on
the Internet.
HEIFER PROJECT
INTERNATIONAL

First Presbyterian Church, 525 N.
Gray, is currently accepting alu-

minum cans for recycling.
Proceeds will benefit Heifer
Project International, an Arkansas-
based service organization which
provides livestock (chickens, pigs,
sheep, cattle) along with training
and support services to families
and communities worldwide. For
a limited time, donations will be
matched 3-1 by a private founda-
tion. HPI is a non-denominational
not-for-profit agency. For more
information, call the church office
at 665-1031. Office hours are 9
am.-4 p.m., Monday-Thursday, 9
a.m.-12 noon, Pnday and before
10:45 a.m. Sunday. For more infor-
mation about HPI, call 1-800-422-
0474 or visit
http:/ /www.heiferorg. on the
Internet.

P
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day School
Board of Trustees
invite you to a going away reception
honoring
Brenda Lyles
23 years of service to the Day School
Wednesday, December 13
12:00 noon
St. Matthew’s Parish Hall
following

Day School Advent Service
in Church at 11:00 AM
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More than 600 religious leaders are asking
President Clinton to commute the sentences
of low-level, nonviolent federal drug offend-
ers who have served at least five years of
their sentences. The clergy members ask that
the offenders be placed on probation.

I hope he does as asked — at least in many
instances. It’s not like these folks haven’t
been punished and we’re not talking about
major players here.

But for the plan to work, serious drug
counseling has to be a part of the probation
or these folks are likely to return to their
drugs of choice.

Some years ago — trying to find a way to
fight the scourge of drugs — lawmakers
enacted tough mandatory minimum sen-
tence requirements for many offenses.
Judges no longer had any discretion in sen-
tencing even if an individual case cried out
for it.

As a result, millions upon millions of tax-
payer dollars have been spent to house the
oftenders and the nation’s drug problem
continues to spiral, continues to take its ugly
toll throughout our society.

Kate B.
Dickson

associa’ publisher/editor

Obviously something is wrong with the
picture. -

There are few among us who don’t know
someone 'who is an addict or know the fami-
ly of an addict and have seen up close the
damage — on many levels — that addiction
causes.

Just recently, 31st District Attorney Elect
Rick Roach said members of the local/area
law enforcement community have told him
that as much as 90 percent of area crime has
some kind of drug connection.

Some of these people need to be locked
up. Many, many others would do better to be
placed into mandatory drug rehabilitation

<1 Current drug policy is not working

programs. Chances are, if they can get the
monkey off their back, they won’t be a play-
er again in the drug business. Many, many
drug sales are small ones made by addicts
who sell so they can use. Many of these peo-
ple aren’t “bad.” They made a stupid mis-
take by getting involved in drugs and many
need help, not long prison sentences.
Unfortunately, so much money and atten-
tion has been placed on incarceration there
are only scant services available to the addict

50 he or she can become — and stay — clean.

The clergy group hopes Clinton will act in
the next few weeks. They understand if this
opportunity to free deservinﬁ prisoners isn’t
acted upon now, it won't happen when a
new president takes office given the political
fallout that’s likely to occur.

But whatever Clinton does, it’s time we
rethink our nation’s drug policy. While inter-
diction of smuggled drugs remains important
and prison certainly has its place, we need to
address the addiction aspect as it pertains to
low-level drug offenders with methods that
have the best chance of working.

Prison’s not it.

Texas Editorials

By The Associated Press

A sampling of editorial opinion around Texas:

[he Corpus Christi Caller-Times on the sales tax holiday:

lhe folks running state government in Austin know a
good thing when they see one. And they see one in the pop-
ularity among Texans of the sales tax holiday that enables
buyers to go shopping without forking over part of the
price to the taxman

State Comptroller Carol Keeton Rylander announced last
week that Texans had saved an estimated $37 million in
local and state taxes this year. Keepers of treasuries at local
governments might also say that millions were lost in rev-
enues to repair streets, maintain parks and keep up
libraries. But sales taxes are among the least equitable ways
to permanently fund government and the rush to lift the
burden by way of the tax holiday seems to recognize that
tact

I'he tax burden on working families is too high and the
sales tax holiday provides Texans with some much needed
relief,” Rylander said, putting herself among a crowd of
politicians who didn’t have to ponder long on which side of
the tax holiday issue to take. Politicians gathering in Austin
in January will be looking for ways to extend the three-day
tax holiday in August and to lengthen the list of items
exempted from sales taxes

I'he sales tax holiday was approved by the Legislature
last year. It exempts from sales taxes most clothes, shoes
and other items costing less than $100. That works out to a
savings of about $8 for every $100 in purchdsv made.

In the two years the sales tax holiday has been in effect
the three days set aside in August have become a shopping
and retailing bonanza. Stores in Corpus Christi, like other
retail centers across the state, have had to add extra staff;
store operators have likened the increase in customers to
the Christmas rush. In all, the sales tax holiday has been a
positive step, without crippling government revenues.

More importantly, the sales tax holiday seems to be doing
what legislators intended: reducing the financial load on
the Texas family facing heavy ux‘pvnscs it prepares to send
children off to school. But the sales tax holiday legislation
needs sharpening. While the exemptions do undoubtedly
help the family with school children, there are glaring omis-
sions in the list of exemptions

Most prominenqt is the failure to exempt school supplies.
Proposals by State Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston and Rep.
Henry Cuellar, D-Laredo, aim to close that gap.

Both proposals would exempt school supplies such as
pens, backpacks, and dictionaries from taxes; Cuellar
would hold the exemption to items that cost less than $75.

Both proposals seem reasonable on their merits. If the
object is to help parents with the cost of sending kids to
school, removing the tax on the very materials used in
school is right on the mark. But why stop there?

As any parent knows, the consumption of notebook
paper, pencils, pens and other consumable school supplies
1s a school-year-long expense. And what about those poster
boards and science exhibit materials that crop up toward
the end of the semester? And that’s not to mention art sup-
plies, map coloring pencils, drafting class materials and the
myriad other supplies associated with sending kids to
school

I'he rationale exists to exempt all school supplies on a
year-round basis. What better way to help families with
school children and send the message that Texas puts edu
cation as a top priority than by freeing everything from Big
Chief tablets to dictionaries from sales taxes? Let the tax-
man be the biggest booster of education.

Today in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Sunday, Dec. 10, the
345th day of 2000. There are 21
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 10, 1950, Ralph J.
Bunche was presented the
Nobel Peace Prize, the first black
American to receive the award.

On this date:

In 1520, Martin Luther pub-
licly: burned the papal edict
demanding that he recant or
face excommunication.

In 1817, Mississippi
admitted as the 20th state.

In 1869, women were granted
the right to vote in the Wyoming

was

Territory.
In 1898, a treaty was signed in
Paris officially ending the

Spanish-American War.

In 1906, President Theodore
Roosevelt became the first
American to be awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize, for helping to
mediate an end to the Russo-
Japanese War.

Your representatives

State Rep. Warren Chisum
Pampa Address: 100 N. Price Road, Pampa TX 79065
Pampa Phone: 665-3552
Austin Address: P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768-2910
Austin Phone: (512) 463-0736
State Sen. Teel Bivins
Amarillo Address: 20. Box 9155, Amarillo, TX 79105
Amarillo Phone: (806) 374-8994
Austin Address: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, i .. 78711
Austin Phone: (512) 463-0131
U.S. Rep. William M. “Mac” Thornberry
Amarnillo Address: 724 S. Polk, Suite 400, Amarillo, TX 79101
Amarillo Phone: (806) 371-8844
Washington Address: 131 Cannon Builcing, Washington,
D.C. 20515
Washington Phone: (202) 225-3706
U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
Washington Address: 283 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington Phone: (202) 224-5922
U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm
Washington Address: 370 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington Phone: (202) 224-2934
Texas Gov. George W. Bush
P.O. Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711.
Constituent Hotline: 1-800-843-5789

Democracy and economic growth

Tidjane Thiam, writing in Newsweek’s recent
special edition, says democracy is vital to eco-
nomic growth. As minister of planning and eco-
nomic development of Cote d’lvoire, Thiam
says: “Africa has paid too little attention to
political modernization. Too many African gov-
ernments pay only lip service to democracy,
which is often limited to simply holding regular
elections.”

Whatever are the benefits of American-style
democracy, democracy is not a necessary condi-
tion for economic growth and, in.fact, democra-
cy might impede economic growth. Let’s look at
it.

There are several, once very impoverished
countries that experienced significant and rapid
economic growth without democratic institu-
tions. Some examples and their respective per
capita GDPs are: Chile ($12,700), Hong Kong
($25,200), Taiwan ($12,000), Singapore ($28,000)
and South Korea ($13,600). To the extent that
political democracy exists in these countries
today, it has only recently emerged.

What's true about these once-backward coun-
tries is they all have relatively free markets — in
a word, they’re economically free. Each of these
countries, with the exception of South Korea,
has either no or very low protectionism — tariff
and quotas on imports.

South Korea has what Gerald P. O’'Driscoll, et.
al, in their book “2000 Index of Economic
“reedom” call moderate protectionism.
Governments in these countries impos. a rela-
tively low burden on its citizens in the forms of

—

Walter
Williams

Syndicated columnist

taxation and economic regulation. These coun-
tries also share another characteristic vital to
economic growth: secure property rights and
rule of law.

Political democracy, and India is an excellent
example, can jeopardize economic prosperity
because people, forming interest groups and
using their political freedom, can subvert and
compromise the free market institutions vital to
economic growth.

Thiam is quite concerned about economic
growth in sub-Saharan Africa, but the problem
isn’t democracy. With but a few exceptions,
most of black African nations fall into the cate-
gory of being either economically “unfree” or
“repressed.” The same can be said about Africa
north of the Sahara. The continent’s countries
falling into the category of “Mostly free” are:
South Africa, Namibia, Zambia, Botswana,
Mauritius, Benin, Mali and Morocco. While citi-
zens in these countries remain poor by Western
standards, they're far better off than their
repressed neighbors.

Thiam migtt do well turning his attention to

his own country. Cote d’lvoire is typical of most
African countries; it falls into the “mostly
unfree” category. It has very high levels of pro-
tectionism and government economic regula-
tion, plus corruption is rife. It also has a very
low level of property rights protection, and rule
of law is higﬁly compromised.

It should come as no surprise that when we're
treated to television scenes of African famine,
starvation and genocidal slaughter of hundreds

of thousands of Africans, it tends to be in those |

"

African nations that fall into “mostly unfree” or

“repressed” categories. This is not uniquely '

African. In Eastern Europe, where we've wit-
nessed starvation and/or genocide, it's
occurred in “mostly unfree” or “repressed”
nations such as Bosnia, Croatia, Albania and
Romania.

Evidence shows that no amount of IMF,
World Bank and other handout interventions
can bring prosperity to repressive nations. Only
Africans can solve Africa’s problems.
Unfortunately, Africans have been heeding the
council of socialists around the world, including
U.S. socialists. It’s instructive that Thiam is min-
ister of planning and development in Cote
d’lvoire. The idea that government planning
and control are tickets to economic growth has
been thoroughly discredited.

African nations might also benefit if American
black academics, politicians and civil-rights
leaders stopped laying out the welcome mat
and heaping praise on the leaders and officials
of Africa’s brutal and repressive regimes.

”

Report does not reflect well on U.S.

Most Americans don’t realize how heinous
our own government has been in its foreign pol-
1CY.

The Sunday Herald, a Scottish newspaper,
last September reported that the United States
and its allies deliberately destroyed Iraq’s water
supply and, in the nine years since, have pre-
vented it from being repaired by keeping out
the equipment and chemicals necessary.

A Georgetown University professor has
obtained a seven-page document prepared by
the Defense Intelligence Agency that pointed
out the vulnerability of the water system, its
dependence on imported equipment and chem-
icals, and the likely consequences of its destruc-
tion.

The report was dead-accurate. The United
States and its allies destroyed the system. The
Sunday Herald reported that eight multipur-
pose J;ms were repeatedly bombed, smashin
the infrastructure for flood control, municipa
and industrial water sforage, irrigation and
hydroelectric power. Four of Iraq’s -even major
pumping stations were destroyed, as were 31
municipal water and sewage facilities. _

The result: Waterborne diseases — typhoid,

hepatitis, cholera and polio — have

dysentery,
k?;led wdzumds of civilians in Iraq. There is

always a rough justice in the universe, however.
The Sunday Times has reported that tens of
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thousands of American and British troops are
suffering from radiation poisoning from the
depleted uranium shells fired during the Gulf
War. No wonder both governments are trying to
deny that Gulf War Syndrome even exists.

The water-supply system, which we attacked,
nad absolutely nothing to do with supplying or
surg:»rting the Iraqi troops in Kuwait. It was a
deliberate, cold-blooded attack, intended to kill
and sicken Iraqi civilians. It was a war crime.

People who like to yap about the rule of law
should see to it that their own government
obeys the law.

The new president of Yugoslavia has our
number when it comes t