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A dirty job

Carry Lowe, maintenance foreman for the city of Pampa, found his job a little bit wetter and dirtier
than usual Wednesday as he installs a patch on a water main located on West Atchison. The water
line broke Wednesday morning, sending water flowing down the street before it was repaired.
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(Staff photo by Stan Pollard)

Waterfield resigns, denies slur allegation

By MICHAEL HOLMES
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN (AP) - A top agriculture
department has resigned in the wake
of an allegation that he used a racial
slur while talking with two Abilene
businessmen seeking a state loan.

Assistant Commissioner Dick
Waterfield called the accusation
false but said he was resigning for
the good of the agency.

“The allegations leveled against
me by a desperate individual are
unfounded. They have hurt my fam-
ily. They have damaged my profes-
sional reputation, impugned my per-
sonal character and undermined my
effectiveness,’”” Waterfield said
Wednesday.

Agriculture Commissioner Rick
Perry accepted the resignation
Wednesday but called the allegation
“vile and offensive.”

Two newspapers, The Dallas
Morning News and Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, reported that Waterfield
was accused of making the remark
by businessman Charles Wood and
his son, Mike.

The men, owners of Mesquite
Country Inc., told the newspapers
that another Texas Department of
Agriculture official threatened them,
telling them not to make the remark
public.

The Woods alleged that Water-
field told them early last month “we
already have one nigger” who had
applied for a loan from the agency
and ‘“‘we don’t need another.”
Waterfield denied it, telling the
News, “l can’t imagine using the
word."”

Wood said Waterfield used the
slur when asked whether it would
make a difference if a minority were
on the company’s board of directors.
He said he was seeking a $2 million
loan to improve the company’s mar-
keting of mesquite wood products.

Waterfield, a Republican former
House member from Canadian, has
overseen the Texas Agricultural
Finance Authority since early this
year, when Republican Perry took
office after defeating two-term
Democrat Jim Hightower.

The authority grants loans to
agricultural entities to build mills,

canneries -and other facilities for
processing Texas farm commodities.

Waterfield unsuccessfully ran
against U.S. Rep. Bill Sarpalius, an
Amarillo Democrat, in last year’s
congressional elections.

In resigning, Waterfield said he
believed that allegations had left
him unable to continue directing the
finance authority’s operations.

“My commitment to the authori-
ty and its goals is immense. As a
member of the Texas House, I spon-
sored the legislation creating the
authority and I asked Commissioner
Perry for a position at TDA to help
get the program off dead center,” he
said.

Waterfield said the loan program
was ‘“‘too important to the economic
development of our state to be
thwarted by baseless accusations.
Therefore, I am resigning my posi-
tion for the good of TAFA.”

Perry on Tuesday had defended
Waterfield, and did so again
Wednesday, calling him “an honest
man of incredible integrity.”

However, Perry said, he was
accepting the resignation.

3,000 expected for Groom Day '91

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

GROOM - An estimated crowd of over 3,000 peo-
ple is expected in this town of less than 900 over the
next two days, all part of eight coordinated class
reunions and Groom Day ‘91 festivities.

Johnny Brooks, an organizer of the event, noted,
“We will start today with a tennis tournament for chil-
dren and adults. Friday, the food preparation starts in

the school cafeteria at 9 am.”

Also scheduled for Friday is a tent raising at 3 p.m.
near the football practice field. At 6 p.m. the calcutta
for a 7 p.m. donkey race begins at the Legion Hall.

“We have a little kids track meet at 8 p.m., and at 9
p-m. we have sky divers coming in from Amarillo to
land on the football field,” Brooks said. “At 9:30 we
will have traditional music and Army songs. We're
honoring our veterans this year. At 9:45 we will start a

fireworks display.”

Saturday is “the big day of fun,” according to
Brooks, with a 10 a.m. parade, all-day shuttle bus from
the school to community center, and arts and crafts at

Community Center.

A complete barbecue lunch for $4 will be served
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the_school cafeteria.
Booths, games and a volleyball tournament is sched-

uled from 1-4 p.m., along with ranch horse cutting con-
tests and horseshoe pitching.
Those events are scheduled for the football practice

field.

Restaurant.

Brooks said.

A dance Saturday night 1s scheduled for 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. at the Legion Hall.

Brooks said a buffet breakfast will be served Satur-
day night, 11:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m., at the Triangle

A highlight of Groom Day ‘91 is cow patty bingo,

“We have 100 squares that are two foot by two foot
and tumn a cow loose inside that and where she makes
her droppings, whoever’s name is in that block is the
winner and gets the money,” Brooks said. “There is a
dollar pot, a $5 pot and a $10 pot. All the proceeds are
donated back to Groom Day, so there’s no gambling or
nothing like that.”

Brooks noted, “We have eight class reunions also

going on this year and that draws the people back.

There are also families living here whose kids want to
come back and see all the action taking place.”
“It don’t make any difference where people are

from,” Brooks emphasized, “we want them to come on

down and take part in the good times, noon meal and
activities. They can come on in, because we enjoy hav-
ing them in Groom.”

Bush warns Soviet republics
against 'course of isolation’

By TERENCE HUNT
AP White House Correspondent

KIEV, U.S.S.R. (AP) - President
Bush warned the Soviet Union’s
restive republics against ““the hope-
less course of isolation” today and
urged them to embrace Mikhail
Gorbachev’s blueprint for holding
together the fractured country.

Venturing into the volatile heart-
land of Soviet politics, Bush struck
a delicate political balance — seek-
ing to strengthen ties with the inde-
pendence-minded republics while
giving an enthusiastic endorsement
to Gorbachev.

After two days of summit talks,
Bush called the Soviet president a
leader who ““inspires great confi-
dence.” He told reporters traveling
with him that it did not matter
whether or not Gorbachev was a
communist.

In an address to the Ukratnian
legislature, Bush gave a ringing
endorsement to an April 23 agree-
ment of Gorbachev and the leaders
of nine republics changing the Sovi-
et Union into a unified federation.
The Union Treaty would bind the
republics together while loosening
Moscow’s control over them.

Bush said the agreement “holds

forth the hope that republics will
combine greater autonomy with
greater voluntary interaction — polit-
ical, social, cultural, economic -
rather than pursuing the hopeless
course of isolation.”

Bush’s prepared text used “sui-
cidal” rather than “‘hopeless,” but
he changed the word upon deliver-
ing the speech.

The legislators gave him a stand-
ing ovation.

When Bush arrived, several hun-
dred people in Kiev’'s October Rev-
olution Square, along the route of
his motorcade, protested his refusal
to hold separate talks with pro-inde-
pendence Ukrainian leaders. But
they were outnumbered by Ukraini-
ans welcoming Bush warmly, many
waving American flags. »

The protesters waved blue and

yellow Ukrainian flags and held .

banners saying, “Mr. Bush: billions
for the U.S.S.R. is slavery for the
Ukraine” and ‘““The White House
deals with Communists but snubs
Rukh,” a reference to the main
Ukrainian independence group.

Bush waved to the protesters.

In the wood-paneled legislative
hall were members of the Ukrainian
clergy in robes and some American
businessmen. Some snapped his

photograph while he spoke.

The legislature is deeply divided
over the treaty and has delayed a
vote until September at the earliest.

Pledging unwavering support for
political and economic reforms,
Bush said, ‘““We will maintain the
strongest possible relationship with
the Soviet government of President
Gorbachev. But we also appreciate
the new realities of life in the
U.S.S.R. We therefore want good
relations — improved relations -
with the republics.”

He offered an extraordinary
endorsement of the Soviet president.

He said some people are urging
the United States to choose between
Gorbachev and independence-mind-
ed leaders in the Soviet Union.

“I consider this a false choice,”
Bush said. ““In fairness, President
Gorbachev has achieved astonishing
things, and his policies of glasnost,
perestroika and democratization
point toward the goals of freedom,
democracy and economic liberty.”

The 450-member legislature has
a Communist majority that general-
ly supports Gorbachev but a 130-
member opposition that considers
him the leader of a Soviet empire
that has enslaved the Ukraine.

See BUSH, Page 2

(Courtesy Photo by DPS)

These three sultcases, found by DPS Trooper Ronnie Shank on Feb. 16 after he
stopped an lllinols motorist, contain packages of marijuana wrapped In plastic. The
motorist pleaded guilty Wednesday to a charge of aggravated marijuana possession.

Man pleads guilty to marijuana possession

By BETH MILLER
Staff Writer

A 30-year-old Illinois man
pleaded guilty Wednesday to aggra-
vated possession of marijuana and
was sentenced to 20 years in the
Institutional Division of the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice.

William A. Data Jr., of Dwight,
I1l., made the plea in 31st District
Court before 223rd District Judge
Lee Waters, who presided in the
case.

Data, was also fined $2,500.

The Illinois man was charged
with the felony — for which he could
have received a maximum sentence
of life in prison and a $50,000 fine -
on Feb. 16 after being stopped on

Interstate 40 by Texas Department
of Public Safety Trooper Ronnie
Shank.

Shank stopped Data for speeding
and a seatbelt violation about five
miles west of Alanreed on Interstate
40, District Attorney Harold Comer
said,

The Dodge vehicle Data was
driving was a rental car from
National Car Rental at Chicago’s
O’Hare Arrport

“Trooper Shank, in questioning
.Data, became suspicious and
requested Data to sign a consent to
search and he did,” Comer said. “In
the trunk of the vehicle they found
three suitcases that contained eight
packages of marijuana, with a total
weight of 100.5 pounds and a street

value of $175,000.”

Data reportedly told the trooper
he “had nothing to hide” and volun-
tanily allowed the search.

Data was arrested and taken to
Gray County Jail where he was
charged with aggravated possession
of marijuana on that day. He was
released on bond two days later and
thereafter, indicted by a Gray Coun-
ty grand jury.

During the hearing on the plea
bargain, Data declined to say where
he was going, but he did say he did
not know the person to whom he
was delivering the marijuana,
Comer said.

Data also testified that he had
never been convicted of a felony
before.

Bus full of Girl Scouts overturns on winding road; seven killed

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
Associated Press Writer

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. (AP) -
A bus full of Girl Scouts from
around the country and Europe
apparently lost its brakes on a wind-
ing road and tumbled down a boul-
der-strewn slope, killing at least
seven people, authorities said.

Dozens more were hurt in the
accident Wednesday that reduced
the bus to a mangled wreck. Doctors
had to crawl through the crumpled
vehicle to treat teen-agers trapped

ingide. Helicopters took the most |

seriously hurt 1o hospitals.

“It’s the absolute worst, it's the
absolute saddest thing that could
happen,” said Mayor Sonny Bono,
who helped carry stretchers from
- Wednesday's wreck .

Most of the 55 people aboard the
bus were Girls Scouts specially
selected to take part in a two-week
‘““‘California Dreamin’ '’ tour of
Southern California were aboard the
bus, officials said.

Four teenagers, the driver and
two adult chaperones were killed,
said Riverside County Deputy Coro-
ner Mike Werk.

Hospitals reported admitting 34
people, most with head injuries and
severe cuts. Ten were reported in
critical condition, including one in a
coma.

The yellow school bus flipped as
many as 10 times, said police Sgt.
Ron Starrs. It ended up about 25
yards from the road, its nose
smashed against a huge boulder.
The front end was splintered, the

deiver’s seat exposed.

“The ones who could walk were
quietly consoling each other at the
top of the hill,”” said Dr. Daniel Cos-
grove, one of the first on the scene

Cellular phones on the bus may
have prevented greater loss of life
by enabling people to call for help
quickly, he said.

It had been raining off and on
throughout the day in Palm Springs,
about 100 miles east of Los Ange-
les, but Starrs said the road appar-
ently was dry at the time of the
afternoon crash.

““We're still leaning towards
faulty brakes that caused the bus to
speed and that caused it to fail to
make the tarn,” Starrs said.

A team from the National Trans-
portation Safety Board was sent 10
investigate.

The bus was chartered from

Mayflower Contract Services Inc.,
the California Highway Patrol said.
A call to the company’s Phoenix
headquarters early today went unan-
swered.

The bus was part of a caravan of
two buses and two vans carrying a
total of 104 girls, ages 15 to 18, and
23 adults on a tour, said Sharon
Hewitt, spokeswoman for the
Pomona-based Spanish Trails Girl
Scout Council, the event’s sponsor.

The girls were returning after a
tram ride on Mount San Jacinto,
which towers over this desert resort.

The cadets from 20 states and Fin-
land were selected from among 600
applicants, she said. Four of the girls
were from Califonia and four were
from Finland’s Girl Guides, the equiv-
alent of the Girl Scouts, she said.

One of the other vehicles was

carrying handicapped Girl Scouts.

Starrs said there are several acci-
dents on that particular stretch of the
road every year, but this was the
most severe ever in the Palm
Springs Valley

One of the injured was Vachelle
Sanders, 15, of Oilton, Okla., her
mother said. “She just badly bruised.
She’s real shook up emotionally,”
Yvonne Marquez said by telephone
from her home. “But Vachelle's OK.”

The driver was identified as
Richard A. Gonzales, 23, of Bloom-
ington, Calif.

Werk identified one of the dead
chaperones as Laurel McDaniel, 30,
of Norcross, Ga. Among the scouts
killed in the crash were Vicki Powell,
15, of Fairbumn, Ga.; Zoe Jackson, 15,
of Sangerville, Maine; and Tammy
Murray, 15, of Detroit, Werk said

Miss Powell had received the
Girl Scouts’ second highest honor,
the Silver Award, in June.

The names of the other vicums
were withheld until parents were
notified.

Local host families anxiously
gathered at the council’s headquar-
ters outside Los Angeles, awaiting
word on their out-of-town guests.

““We just don’t know yet. We
haven't heard,” said one man who was
host to a 16-year-old girl from Mis-
souri. He didn’t want his name used.

The girls who were not hurt
spent the night in Palm Springs, said
Jovanna Wooden, Spanish Trails
Council executive director. “We felt
that to traumatize them further by
putting them back on buses was not
m their best interests,”” Wooden
said.
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ALLEN, Leroy
Church, Skellytown.
KALKA, Rose 1. Kotara -
Sacred Heart Church, White Deer.

2 p.m., First Baptist

11 a.m.,

Obituaries

ROSE 1. KOTARA KALKA

PANHANDLE - Rose I. Kotara Kalka, 85, died
Wednesday, July 31, 1991. Rosary will be held at
7:30 p.m. Friday at Sacred Heart Church in White
Deer with Monsignor Kevin Hand, pastor, officiating.
Mass will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at Sacred Heart
Church with Monsignor Hand and Monsignor M.T.
Matthiesen, pastor of St. Theresa’s Catholic Church
in Panhandle, officiating. Burial will be at Sacred
Heart Cemetery in White Deer under the direction of
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Kalka was born Aug. 30, 1905 in Cestohova.
She was a Panhandle resident for the past four years.
She was a former longtime White Deer resident. She
married Eddie Kalka on Nov. 15, 1927, in White
Deer; he preceded her in death in 1982. She was a
charter member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in
White Deer and Ladies Altar Society. She was a
member of the White Deer Senior Citizens.

Survivors include two daughters, Mary Ann Lay-
bus of Panhandle and Patricia Cummings of Okla-
homa City; four sons, Edward C. Kalka of Kent,
Wash., Alvin Kalka of White Deer, Melvin Kalka of
Hereford and Robert Kalka of Magee, Miss.; two sis-
ters, Virgie Bivins of Monahans and Frances Romack
of Pampa; 24 grandchildren and 32 great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death by a daughter, Evelyn
Kalka King, in 1971.

Fires

The Pampa Fire Department reported no calls
during the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.

Calendar of events

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK
A blood pressure check 1s offered each Friday
from 10:30 a.m. to .1 p.m. in the Red Cross office at
108 N. Russell in downtown Pampa. Blood sugar
tests are offered the first Friday of each month. A
donation is accepted to cover expenses.

Stocks

CORONADO To Tina Malone of
HOSPITAL Pampa, a girl.
Admissions Dismissals

Wesley Pat Bagley, Bessie Addington,
Pampa Pampa

James Crinklaw Sr., Edwin Howard, Mc-
Pampa Lean

Mary Charlene Fleet- D.T. Pfeil, Pampa
wood, Borger Allijson Lynn Porter

Tina Lynette Malone, and baby girl, Pampa
Pampa Tennie Lynn Tipton

Woody Pond, Pampa
Lisa Renee Stevens,

and baby girl, Miami
Joe Leslie Wells,

Pampa Clarendon
Bessie Addington Margaret Eloise Wells,
(extended care), Pampa Clarendon
D.T. Pfeil (extended
care), Pampa SHAMROCK
Margaret Eloise Wells HOSPITAL
(extended care), Claren- Admission
don Lela Simpson, Sham-
Births rock
To Mary Fleetwood Dismissal
of Borger, a boy. None

Police report

The Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing incidents during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

WEDNESDAY, July 31

Barbara Howther, 936 S. Faulkner, reported theft
of a bicycle at 940 S. Faulkner.

Darlene Cook, 405 Graham, reported theft of a
bicycle at the residence.

Allsup’s, 309 N. Hobart, reported a theft at the
business.

Eunice Maddox, 501 Carr, reported a burglary at
the residence.

The city of Pampa reported a theft at 24th and
Duncan.

Jerry Douthit, 612 Warren, reported an assault at
Jake’s Restaurant.

THURSDAY, Aug. 1

Police reported domestic violence in the 1100
block of Juniper.

Vickie Long, 1156 Vamnon Dr., reported criminal
mischief at the residence.

Allsup’s, 500 E. Foster, reported a theft at the
business. .

The city of Pampa reported criminal mischief in
the 2300 block of Duncan.

Arrests
WEDNESDAY, July 31

Victor Ray Hutchinson, 27, 1228 S. Faulkner, was

arrested at Cook and Russell on a charge of public

Bus accident scene

. T
A

related story, Page 1.

Emergency workers surround a tour bus carrying Girl Scouts that overturned on a winding mountain
road at Palm Springs, Calif., on Wednesday. Seven people are dead and and dozens injured. See

(AP Laserphoto)

Switch studied in Amtrak crash that killed 7

CAMDEN, S.C. (AP) - Investigators trying to leam
the cause of a derailment that killed seven passengers
are studying a switch at the spot where the Amtrak train
Jjumped the tracks and crashed into parked freight cars.

At least 78 others were injured in the derailment, the
worst Amtrak accident since 1987, when 16 people
were killed in a wreck in Chase, Md. It was the nation’s
third major derailment in two weeks.

“It was devastating. It was awful,” said passenger
Stephen Clark of Philadelphia. The person seated next
to him died, he said. “I’m breathing, praise the Lord,”
Clark added.

The 18-car Silver Star was carrying 426 people on a
Miami-to-New York run around 5 a.m., traveling at 77
mph in a 79 mph zone, when the last six cars derailed
and sideswiped two freight cars on a siding, authorities
said.

“The switch is the point of derailment” and could
have caused the accident, said Christopher Hart, a
member of the National Transportation Safety Board.

Hart said he did not know whether the switch, a
mechanism in the track that directs trains from one
track to another, was manually or electronically operat-
ed or what position it was in at the time of the accident.

He said the train’s locomotives recently passed
inspection.

CSX Transportation, which owns the track, found
no defects when it was inspected by X-ray and by test
vehicles Feb. 15 and July 9, said spokesman Norm
Going. On Tuesday, a visual inspection found no prob-

lems along the 108-mile stretch from Columbia, to
Hamlet, N.C., which includes the crash site, he said.

The train crew gave no indication of any problems
immediately before the crash, Hart said. Results of drug
tests on the crew were not immediately available. He
couldn’t say whether the drizzle at the time played a part.

The train crashed in a wooded area near Camden, a
town of 7,500 in central South Carolina. The freight
cars sliced into the rear passenger car, knocking out
seats and peeling back the car’s aluminum skin.

Hospitals reported treating 78 people; at least five
were in critical condition. None of the 20 crew mem-
bers was hurt. Six of the dead, five men and two
women, were in the last car; one victim was in the third
car, officials said. i

Some passengers complained rescuers were slow in
coming.

“It was pathetic,” said Jeff Mullen, 19, Smyrna,
Del. “I think one guy would have lived if they had got-
ten there.”

Hugh Munn, a State Law Enforcement Division
spokesman, said rescuers arrived within 15 minutes.
“Any time you are injured, any time at all seems like a
lifetime,” he said.

Hart said the engineer who reported the accident
tried to reach a dispatcher by radio, but it took 11 min-
utes to get through. )

John Drake of CSX Transportation said the train
wobbled and then slammed into the parked freight cars.
Their tracks were about 10 feet apart.
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THURSDAY, Aug. 1
Delbert Lynn Thompson, 24, 1601 W. Somerville
#810, was arrested on a charge of public intoxication.
Timothy Leon Boyd, 28, 1601 W, Somerville
#810, was arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

Minor accidents

Arrests
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during the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
WEDNESDAY, July 31
10:55 a.m. — A 1980 Chevrolet driven by Earl

Ambulance....
Crime Stoppers
Energas......
Fire............. -
Police (emergency)
Police (non-emergency)
SPS............

.................... 911
....669-2222
.....665-5777
e— 1 )

e 911
veeenn.669-5700
..... 669-7432
....669-5830

of way.
1:11 pm. - A

Banks, 737 E. Scott, collided with a 1980 Mercury
driven by Georgia Wohlford, 740 Brunow, at Brunow
and Reid. Banks was cited for no driver’s license, no
proof of lability insurance and failure to yield right

ton, 2018 Hamilton, collided with a 1988 Buick driv-
en by Mickey Aver, Amarillo, at Hobart and 21st.
Winton was cited for following too closely.

reported the following accidents

1982 Datsun driven by Gary Win-

Bush

Kiev was Bush’s only stop in the
Soviet Union other than Moscow.
Before returning to Washington, he
placed a wreath at the Babi Yar Holo-
caust Memonal, commemorating the
tens of thousands of Jews massacred
by Nazi soldiers beginning in 1941.

““The Holocaust occurred
because good men and women
averted their eyes from unprecedent-
ed evil,” Bush said. “The Nazis fell
when good men and women opened
their eyes, summoned their courage
and faith and fought for democracy,
liberty, decency and justice.”

He said that standing at Babi Yar,
“we marvel at the incredible extremes
of human behavior. We make solemn
vows. We vow that this sort of murder
will never happen happen

“We vow never to let the force
of bigotry and hatred assert them-
selves without opposition.”

Bush was welcomed to the
Ukraine by Leonid Kravchuk, the
republic’'s Communist president

who has shifted with the Ukraine’s
rise in nationalism and become a
champion of Ukrainian interests
against Gorbachev’s government.

Kravchuk said that the Ukraine “is
step-by-step moving on the road to its
high goal: sovereignty ... We have res-
olutely chosen the road o democracy,
market economy and sovereignty.”

Bush talked privately with
Kravchuk, then attended a luncheon
attended by five independence lead-
ers and top Ukrainian government
officials.

“We do not come to tell you
how to pursue your future,” Bush
said in a toast. ““We will not preach
or prescribe solutions. We come to
offer our expertise, our hopes.”

He said, “America stands ready
to support the forces of reform in
Ukraine, especially those of eco-
nomic reform. But in the end,
Ukraine will shape its own future.”

Kiev is known as the “Mother of
Russia” where the seeds of Russian
civilization sprouted 1,000 years
ago. Bush referred to Kiev’s role in
the onset of Christianity.

Firefighters attend training school

Three members of the Pampa
Fire Department, including Chief
Claudie Phillips, recently retured
from an internationally-renowned
training school at College Station.

Firefighters Ted Cain and Ricky
Stout joined Phillips, an instructor
at the school, and firefighters from
15 countries at the event.

The school, conducted July 21-
25, included 10 advanced level
courses for firefighters.

“Ricky and Ted attended the Firé
Service Officer Development II
course and had programs on public

relations, stress and stress manage-
ment, pre-planning, education, safe-
ty and physical fitness,” Phillips
said. “We had over 2,600 students
and 600 instructors.”

Though the continuing education
courses are not eurrently required for
firefighters, Phillips said the Pampa
Fire Department stresses such educa-
tion because “you have to stay
abreast of changes taking place.”

Phillips, who was formerly with
the Lubbock Fire Department, has
served as an instructor at the school
for nine years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Bush came here after two days
of talks in Moscow with Gorbachev
and the signing of a landmark
nuclear-arms reduction treaty.

Talking with reporters on Air
Force One, Bush was asked whether
he views Gorbachev as a Commu-
nist, a neo-Communist or a capitalist.
“I don’t think it matters what, how
you define it,” the president said. “I
don’t think it fits into a definition. A
man who led the way for change,
change so dramatic that nobody pre-
dicted it could possibly happen. ...

“You're dealing with a man
who’s coping with enormous prob-
lems and handling them well, and
the man just inspires great confi-
dence in you.”

At October Revolution Square,
student Alexander Kovtunenko, a
protester, summed up the people’s
“mixed feelings’’ about playing
host to the American president.

“That he has come to the Ukraine
on his own initiative means he’s
opening a window to us from the civ-
ilized world,” Kovtunenko said.

“But if he wanted to be an emis-
sary of Gorbachev, we say flatly:
The Ukraine wants independence.”

Leaders of the Rukh blasted
Bush on the eve of his arrival.
‘““President Bush seems to have
been hypnotized by Gorbachev,”
said Rukh chairman Ivan Drach.
‘““His ties to the center are strong.”

The Ukraine suffered a devastat-
ing taint in 1986 when it was
splashed by radioactivity in histo-
ry's worst nuclear disaster at the
Chernobyl nuclear power station,
just 60 miles away. Vendors at the
central Bessarabsky farmer’s mar-
ket are still required to submit their
produce for radioactive testing each
moming.

Bad weather causes shuttle flight to be delayed until Friday

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
— NASA canceled today’s launch of
space shuttle Atlantis because of
bad weather that cropped up while
the countdown was halted by a tech-
nical glitch. Officials said they
would try again Friday.

The 100-ton ship, carrying a
large communications satellite, was
supposed to set off on the nine-day
voyage at 10:01 a.m. CDT.

After the launch was delayed by

City briefs

the technical problem, winds began to
pick up late this moming, and there
was a threat of thunderstorms. Offi-
cials held the countdown clock to see
if the weather would improve, but it
got worse instead and launch director
Bob Sieck called off all efforts for the
day early this afternoon.

The five astronauts had been
strapped into their cabin seats, wait-
ing to take off, for about four hours.

About a half-hour before the sched-

uled 10:01 a.m. liftoff time, launch
officials noticed a problem with one of
numerous vent valves in the crew com-
partment. Shuttle commander John
Blaha tested the valve twice but it did
not appear to close properly. -
- Sieck ordered the countdown
held while engineers studied the
problem; when they did, they deter-
mined an indication switch was giv-
ing false readings and the valve was
in fact working properly.

BRICK REPAIR: Harley Knut-
son 665-4237. Adv.

ALLSTATE INSURANCE Co.,
Clois Robinson, 1064 N. Hobart,
Pampa, Tx. My new number 665-
4410. Adv.

HELP! I'M moving! Selling nice
clothes, size 8 thru 10. Call 665-
3273 for appointment. Adv.

BOB'S FRUIT Stand. Open at
last. 736 N. Banks. Adv.

ATTENTION "PRIDE of
Pampa" band members, incoming
freshman, and new students!!! Pre-
school band begins Monday, August
5 in the High School band room at
5:30 p.m.!!! Everyone please come!
Adv.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
Senior High Youth, Annual Yard
Sale, Saturday, August 3rd begin-
ning 9 am. til 4 p.m., at the comer
of Montague - Gray. Adv.

WASHERS AND Dryers for sale.
536 Lefors. 665-1188. Adv.

WHEN YOUR Pampa News
Carrier collects, does the carrier
have their cards? If not, don't pay!
Thanks, Circulation De ent.

GARAGE SALE: Name brand
clothes (men, women, little girls),
books, rowing machine, dirt bike,
toys, accent pieces, Pfaltzgraph
dishes. Good prices - Please come!
Friday and Saturday, 8-5. 1921 N.
Dwight. Adv.

VINE RIPE tomatoes, squash,
cucumber, okra, green beans, black-
eyed peas, cantaloupe, Black Dia-
mond and other watermelons. Com
picked fresh daily. Honey and Ice.
Epperson's Hwy. 60 East 2 miles.
Also located at 1900 N. Hobart.
Adv.

LOST GOLD watch, dark faced,
2 diamonds, possibly in or outside
Coronado Hospital. 669-2217, 665-

6692. Adv.

HUGE GARAGE Sale 939 Cin-
derella, Friday 8:30 a.m. Adv.

OPEN ANTIQUE Junction 859
W. Foster. Collectors and other
items, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday thru
Saturday. Madge Lamar. Adv.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Tonight, mostly clear with a
low in the upper 60s and southerly
winds 5-15 mph. Friday, continued
sunny and hot with a high in the
mid 90s and southerly winds 10-
20 mph and gusty. Wednesday’s
high was 94; the overnight low
was 67.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas — Mostly sunny and
very warm days, fair and mild at
night, through Friday except partly
cloudy with isolated mainly after-
noon and evening thunderstorms
far west and Big Bend. Highs Fri-
day in mid to upper 90s except 80s
mountains and near 101 Big Bend.
Lows tonight in mid to upper 60s
except around 70 Big Bend and
around 60 mountains.

North Texas - Mostly clear
tonight. Sunny and hot Friday with
a slight chance of thunderstorms
southeast. Highs Friday 94 to 101.
Lows tonight 69 10 72.

South Texas - Fair skies and
warm tonight. Partly cloudy and
not as hot Friday with widely scat-
tered showers or thunderstorms.
Lows tonight in the 70s except near
80 at the coast. Highs Friday in mid
1o upper 90s except near 100 lower
Rio Grande plains and near 90 at
the coast.

EXTENDED FORECAST

Saturday through Monday

West Texas — Panhandle: Partly
cloudy with widely scattered after-
noon and evening thunderstorms
each day. Highs around 90. Lows in
mid 60s. Permian Basin: Partly
cloudy with isolated afternoon and
evening thunderstorms each day.
Highs in low 90s. Lows in upper
60s. Concho-Pecos Valleys: Partly
cloudy with isolated afternoon and
evening thunderstorms each day.
Highs in mid 90s. Lows around 70.
Far West: Partly cloudy with wide-
ly scattered afternoon and evening
thunderstorms each day. Highs in
low 10 mid 90s. Lows in upper 60s.
Big Bend, Rio Grande: Lows from
near 60 mountains to mid 70s along
the river.

North Texas — West and Central:
Hot through the period. A chance
of thunderstorms Sunday and Mon-
day. Lows in low to mid 70s. Highs
in mid 90s to around 100. East:
Very warm with a chance of thun-
derstorms each day. Lows in low to
mid 70s. Highs in mid to upper 90s.

South Texas ~ Hill Country and
South Central: Widely scattered
showers or thunderstorms Sunday.
Otherwise, partly cloudy with
warm nights and hot afternoons.
Lows in the 70s. Highs in the 90s.
Coastal Bend: Partly cloudy with
scattered showers or thunderstorms.
Lows from near 80 coast to the 70s

upper 40s and 50s mountains and

inland. Highs near 90 coast to the
90s inland. Lower Rio Grande Val-
ley and Plains: Partly cloudy with
scattered showers or thunderstorms.
Lows from near 80 at the coast to
the 70s inland. Highs 90 coast to
near 100 inland. Southeast Texas
and Upper Coast: Partly cloudy
with scattered showers or thunder-
storms. Lows near 80 coast to the
70s inland. Highs from near 90
coast, in the 90s inland.
BORDER STATES

Oklahoma - Mostly sunny and
hot Friday. Generally fair tonight.
Highs Friday mostly between 96
and 104. Lows tonight from low
60s western Panhandle to mid 70s
northeast.

New Mexico ~ Tonight, partly-
cloudy east with isolated thunder-
storms ending mainly before mid-,
night. Partly cloudy central with
scattered mainly evening thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy west with
numerous showers and thunder-
storms, some with brief heavy
downpours in the evening. Friday

cloudy southeast with isolated

afternoon thunderstorms. Partly
cloudy elsewhere with scattered
mainly afternoon thunderstorms.
Highs Friday 70s mountains with
80s to mid 90s elsewhere. Lows

north with 50s and 60s elsewhere.
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Witness says he
saw two men at
Norman site of

couple's murders

NORMAN, Okla. (AP) - A for-
mer farm worker who claims to
have witnessed the killing of a
yourig couple in 1970 says he’s
happy to get the story off his chest
after having kept the information
secret for almost 21 years.

- “I feel a lot better now that I've
come forward with it,” W.E. Joslin
Jr., said Wednesday. “I knew what I
did was wrong for not coming in
and telling what 1 seen.”

Joslin, 60, of Lexington said
he saw two men at the spot where
the bodies of Sheryl Lynn Ben-
ham, 19, of Oklahoma City, and
David William Sloan, 21, of
Amarillo, Texas, were found
stuffed in the trunk of Sloan’s car
in May 1970.

Joslin’s testimony came in the
fifth day of a preliminary hearing
for F Gilley, charged with two
counts of first-degree murder in the
deaths.

Also Wednesday, a one-time col-
league of Gilley said the former
Norman police officer, charged with
killing the young couple, was curi-
ous about the hangouts of young
people. ’

Joslin, who was the first wit-
ness called by defense attorney
Robert Perrine, withheld his story
from authorities until last February,
when he testified before the grand
jury.

“I can’t understand why they
only have one man when there were
two involved in it,” Joslin testified.

He said his boss ordered him not
to talk to police about what he had
seen for fear of being sued and not
wanting to get involved.

T M T S P S [

'I feel a lot better now

that I've come forward
with it. I knew what I did
was wrong for not com-

ing in and telling what I

seen.'
- W.E. Joslin,

former farm worker

Joslin said he was in a nearby
pasture tending dairy cattle shortly
before 7 a.m. on May 10, 1970,
when he saw two white cars he had
not noticed when he came to work
four hours earlier. He said the men
were standing near the cars parked
on the farm road a quarter mile west

-of the milking barn.

“I could see both men just as
plain as I can see you, and the sun
was just coming up,” Joslin said.

He said that after hearing eight
to 10 shots he looked back across
the field and saw one of the men
standing over the opened trunk of
one of the cars.

The second man was at the front
of the same car, Joslin said. He said
both were wearing dark clothing
and long sleeves, but he could not
identify them.

“I didn’t have the slightest idea
that they were shooting people,” he
said.

Two days after the bodies were
discovered Joslin found part of a
blood-soaked sheet in the field near
the crime scene. It had been tangled
in hay that had been bailed after the
shooting. But the sheet was never
given to police.

Joslin said he was afraid of los-
ing his job, so he threw the evi-
dence in the comner of the hay barn.

Bill Martin, who was assigned to
train Gilley in 1970, said one of the
first things the new patrolman asked
him was “Where do the kids go to
park down here?”

Martin said he told Gilley he
knew where they parked and
showed him an area then referred to
as ‘‘the sand pits”’ in southwest
Norman.

Martin said he and his wife nsed
to socialize with Gilley and his
wife.

At one point in his testimony,
Martin was asked by Special Dis-
trict Judge Gary Purcell if he could
remember socializing with Gilley
and his wife the night the couple
was killed. Martin said he could not’
recall.

Gilley had said in an interview
last fall that he and his wife were
with the Martins at Gilley’s Norman
home on the evening the couple
were killed. '

CITY OF McLEAN
TEXAS COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The City of McLean will hold a public hearing

submit their views and propo'"o:;lo Sam
Haynes, Mayor, st the City Hall.

individuals that wish 10 attend this

should contact City Hall 10 arrange for
assistance.
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(AP Laserphoto)
University of Texas at Austin students, In this muitiple exposure photo, walk in front of
the administration building tower on the campus' South Mall, from which Charles Whit-
man led a Bloody rampage 25 years ago.

Massacre survivors remember attack
by Charles Whitman 25 years later

By SUSAN HIGHTOWER
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN (AP) - Today, Bob Higley will remember
for the 25th year one of the bloodiest massacres in Amer-
ican history - one that made him realize as a teenager
that there is nothing more precious than life itself.

On Aug. 1, 1966, Charles Whitman climbed the Uni-
versity of Texas tower and unleashed a deadly barrage of
‘bullets, killing 14 people and wounding 31 others. Less
tangibly, the gunman left behind a legacy of emotional
wounds for those who witnessed the rampage.

“It puts tears in my eyes to think about that,” said
Higley, 44. “I don’t enshrine that memory. August the
first always dredges it up.”

Whitman, having already slain his wife and mother,
dragged a footlocker full of weapons to the 28-story clock
tower in the center of campus shortly after 11:30 a.m.

The 25-year-old former Marine and architectural
engineering student killed a receptionist and shot a fam-
ily of tourists coming up the stairs. Two of them died,
two were wounded.

Once on the tower’s 230-foot-high observation deck,
Whitman opened deadly accurate fire with a high-pow-
ered rifle, shooting most of his victims at a distance of
more than 300 feet.

Higley, now a senior vice president in investments
for Kidder Peabody Co. in Houston, was 19 when the
sniper struck.

He and then-student body president Clif Drummond
were eating lunch in the UT student union building,
almost directly below the tower, when Whitman began
shooting.

They spotted anvinjured student leaning against a
parking meter across the street, and without hesitation
went to his rescue.

““As we got out from under the overhang of the
buildings, Whitman could pick us up. And he found us,
and started shooting at us,” Higley said.

The two worked their way to the victim, crawling
behind parked cars as Whitman fired, the bullets pock-
marking the ground nearby.

“Then we got down behind a car, and I could reach
up, and got the student and pulled him towards me,”
Higley said. “He’d apparently looked up at the tower at
the time and been shot in the throat. There was no visi-
ble sign of injury, but when he came down, it was very

apparent that he was dead.”

They cradled the student’s body until an ambulance
arrived and rushed him away.

University officials say they’ll let today’s anniver-
sary pass quietly, doing nothing more than lowering
flags to half-mast. |

But others can’t stop remembering. ,

Leeda Bryce, a nurse who retired in 1976 after
supervising the Brackenridge Hospital emergency room
for 32 years, recalls treating the victims.

“It was such a shock — it just started coming, and it
just didn’t stop. Every time you looked up there was
somebody coming in,” said Ms. Bryce; 65. “I asked
somebody, why the hell don’t they kill him?”

Whitman finally was killed by police officers
Ramiro Martinez and Houston McCoy, who had made
their way to the observation deck and ended the two-
hour ordeal.

“It was something you never forget. It’s like being
in a war,” said Sgt. Bill Vanlandingham, 53, a 26-year
Austin Police Department veteran.

Vanlandingham, a rookie motorcycle officer in 1966,
was among those who rushed to the tower and was on
his way to the top when Whitman was killed.

As he made his way to the spire, he ran past students
“dropping like flies” as they were shot, Vanlandingham
recalled.

“I think about it every time I look at the University
of Texas tower. And for many nights after that, when I
was on patrol duty at night and going down the streets
immediately adjacent to the campus, I could hear the
shots ring out. It took me many months to get out of my
mind. I could hear the ‘pow pow pow,’ ” he said.

.Higley said he and his friend had nightmares for
years after.

“In fact, I'm shaking now,” he said. “It’s very vivid
now to me to this day. I mean, have you ever been shot
at by anyone who's trying to kill you? It’s very frighten-
ing and you don’t have any way to shoot back.”

He thinks about the dead student frequently.

“Seeing a fellow student who for no reason under
the sun was cut down in his prime gave me a very mor-
tal realization of myself from a tender age, and I real-
ized from that moment on life is fleeting,” Higley said.

“There are no guarantees at all, and you should live
each moment and each day as if it was precious, and
don’t waste it.”

Senator blasts House committee's budget plan

AUSTIN (AP) - House Speaker
Gib Lewis defended a House budget
proposal that would slash higher
education and welfare funds,
although a state senator branded the
measure “irresponsible.”

These are ‘‘mean and lean
times,”” Lewis said Wednesday. “‘I
think it’s a well-thought-out budget.”

But Sen. Carl Parker, Education
Committee chairman, said, “‘They
did about half what we needed in
the way of prisons and they slashed
education, which holds the greatest
hope for economic development and
growth and avoidance of the need
for so many prisons. It makes no
sense to me.”

“The first word that pops in my

66 More value

for your money...
that’s why
State Farm insures
more homes than
anyone else. 99

|
iShella Webb

North Side
Coronado Center

669-3861

State Farm
Fire and Casualty Company
Home Office: Bloomington, Hlinois

STATE FARM

Like a good nciﬁhhnr.
State Farm is there.

mind when I see something like that
is ‘irresponsible.” And it is a budget
that shows no leadership,’ said
Parker, D-Port Arthur.

Lawmakers are meeting in special
session to write a state budget for the
next two years. They face an estimat-
ed $4.8 billion shortfall between
expected revenue and the cost of con-
tinuing curren levels of state services.

The proposal by the House
Appropriations Committee would
fall $1.3 billion short of expected
revenue, despite taking a 5 percent
bite from most state agencies.

It would cut $500 million from
higher education, $200 million from
welfare services and about $100 mil-
lion from the state prison system.

Lewis said he has confidence in
the Appropriations Committee:
“They’re certainly not going to
throw the baby out with the bath
water.”

CINEMA 4
3 *6657141 *2 -
¥ Hot Shots (°G) g
¥ *Rocketeer (PG)
g *Naked Gun21/2 (PG) B
§ City Slickers (PG) g8

Open 7 Nights A Week
Sunday Matinee 2 p.m.
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House panel approves
lottery amendment 8-2

By SCOTT ROTHSCHILD
Associated Press Writer

AUSTINXAP) - Lottery mea-
sures approved by a House commit-
tee lack any guarantee that the state
will get revenue from the game,
anti-gambling interests said.

The House Ways and Means
Committee on Wednesday voted 8-2
for a proposed constitutional
amendment and bill to set up a state
lottery.

Before the game can be set up,

 the amendment must be passed by a

two-thirds vote in the House and
Senate, and then approved by voters
at the polls Nov. §.

But Sue Cox, executive director
of Texans Who Care, said the bill
that would establish the rules of the
game is “full of loopholes.”

Essentially the bill would place
the game under the authority of the
state comptroller’s office.

Lawmakers are meeting in spe-
cial session to write a state budget
and face a projected shortfall of $4.8
billion to continue the current level
of services over the next two years.

Budget experts have said a lot-
tery would raise about $450 million
over the next two years.

But Ms. Cox said, ““In that
enabling legislation that they passed
out, there is no guarantee that the
state would get a penny.”’

She also denounced a proposal
by the lottery sponsor, Rep. Ron
Wilson, D-Houston, that would
allow convenience stores whose
executives had been convicted of
felonies to be able to sell lottery
tickets.

““I don’t think the people of
Texas want a corporation that is
convicted felon selling a gambling
ticket,”” she said. )

But Wilson said, “It is my per-
sonal feeling that a corporation,
where one of its employees was
convicted of a felony far far away
from Texas should not be excluded
from selling lottery tickets,”” he
said.

Without that amendment, Wilson
said, Dallas-based Southland Corp.,

the parent company of 7-Eleven
Stores, would not be able to sell lot-
tery tickets in Texas.

Southland is the largest conve-
nience store retailer in the nation
and has more than 1,000 stores in
the state.

In 1984, Southland executive
Gene DeFalco was fired after he
pleaded guilty in a conspiracy case
to bribe New York tax commission-
ers and agreed to testify against
Southland officials.

Clark J. Matthews, Southland’s
current chief executive, and S. Rich-
mond Dole, executive vice president
of 7-Eleven Stores, were accused in
the case. Matthe .s was convicted but
that was overturned in appeals court.
Dole was found innocent by a jury.

No bribe actually was paid.
Southland paid a $10,000 fine in the
case. . .
Rep. Hugo Berlanga, D-Corpus
Christi, said he would not support a
lottery if Wilson’s amendment is
added.

“Why in the hell should we
allow convicted felons, personal, or
corporations, or corporate officers,
to be allowed to sell a lottery tick-
et?” he said.

A representative of Southland
was unavailable for comment on
Berlanga’s remarks Wednesday.

The conviction against South-
land has dogged the company
because most states prohibit compa-
nies with a felony conviction from
selling beer and wine, lottery tick-
ets, and firearms or ammunition.

In many places, Southland has
sought and won corporate clemency
to sell beer and wine and lottery
tickets.

Berlanga is chairman of the
House Calendars Committee, which
decides which legislation will be
considered by the full House.

“He also was one of the primary
sponsors of pari-mutuel wagering
on horse and dog races. Dog racing
interests want the state’s tax on dog
race wagering lowered because they
say competing against a lottery
would reduce their projected rev-
enues by 20 percent.
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Prices Good August 1-4, 1991

STEAK SANDWICH e
15 pc. CHICKEN BUCKET $4 P99
With Cole Slaw, Potato Salad, Pinto Beans and Rolls................. 16

Happy Hour - 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Daily
(@ \ i\ < > :
Sos 5 R
o0 Ope Days A Wee .
Prices Good August 1-4, 1991
‘ COORS or COORS
COCA c-OLA LIGHT BEER
6 . . 1200

12 Oz. Cans|

$179

Bottles or Cans

$669

Plus Tax

BARBECUE
SANDWICH

BUDWEISER BEER
BUD LIGHT BEER

12 Oz. Bottles

8 0z. SIRLOIN
With Choice
Of Potato,
Cheese Rolls

And All You Can Eat
SHRIMP

With Choice

Of Potato,

Cheese Rolls

Hours:
Week

$399

$ 599
Days 11 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Week Ends 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

10 oz. RIBEYE

With Choice $ 599

Of Potato,
Cheese Rolls
5 p.m. To Close
HAMBURGER
and FRIES

$nH99

23rd St. at N. Hobart
665-0866

307 E. 17th

. 5$569

Prices Good August 1-4, 1991

Each 12 For
¢ 5669
99 Plus Tax
MILWAUKEE'’S BEST BUSCH BEER
BEER BUSCH LIGHT BEER
12 : 112 Oz. Cans
12 For

Plus Tax

MEAT MARKET

Phone Your Order 665-2911
THE BIGGEST LITTLE MEATMARKET IN PAMPA

Tender

HOT OFF THE
SMOKER

KC STRIP STEAK v,

$ 398

*Pork Ribs
*Ham

Top Butt, Boneless

SIRLOIN STEAK 1o

B

*Polish Sausage
*Hot Links
*Briskets

Fresh

GROUND CHUCK > *1°%°|

e ars | We Accept | Try One Of Our
*Red Beans Food Stamps Meat Packs

*Potato Salad
*Cole Slaw

CHICKEN BREAST v

3139

I DARLY Slab Sliced

oy WRIGHTS BACON v .~1°°

*Fried Pies
*Cookies

POLISH SAUSAGE 1. *2"°

"
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Viewpoints

The Hampa Nefus

EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O' TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our
readers so that they can better promote and preserve their own
freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when
man understands freedom and is free to control himself and all
he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a political
grant from government, and that men have the right to take
moral action to preserve their life and property for themselves
and others.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment.

Louise Fletcher Larry D. Hollis
Publisher Managing Editor
i e

Opinion
Clarence Thomas
a worthy nominee

When will we have racial equality in America? Perhaps when
such a distinguished jurist as Clarence Thomas can be nominated to
the Supreme Court without any reference to his being black. No
fuss was made over the Italian ancestry of Antonin Scalia when he
was appointed in 1986. Unfortunately, just after Thomas was
appointed, President Bush had to anwer questions about how Judge
Thomas, as a black American, would rule on the issue of racial quo-
las.

Judge Thomas, should he become Justice Thomas, could have
far more influence on making this a color-blind society than the
man who just vacated this seat, Justice Thurgood Marshall. Though
Justice Marshall did do some good in upholding the Fourth Amend-
ment rightto protection against unreasonable searches and seizures,
his major legacy was to increase the power of the federal govern-
ment, in particular by making it the Big Brother of numerical racial
equality. _

We must distinguish between equality of numbers and equality
of opportunity. Numerical equality requires the imposition of vast
rules and regulations by government, and the social engineering of .
people’s lives and businesses. By contrast, equality of opportuity is
best described in the memorable phrase of the late Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., who dreamed of a nation where his children “will
not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
character.”

Judge Thomas, it seems fgir to say, believes in these wise words
of Dr. King far more than does the departing Justice Marshall.
Judge Thomas also has displayed an appreciation of the true nature
of the Constitution as a document of limited government. By con-
trast, Justice Marshall has even ridiculed the Constitution, seeing
only its flaws (such as the original perpetuation of slavery, since
corrected by the 13th Amendment), rather than its particular genius
as the world’s best, to date, blueprint for liberty under law.

Judge Thomas should expect to run the gauntlet of criticism
from the civil rights establishment, which has departed far from Dr.
King’s ideas, and from Senate Judiciary Committee members
Edward Kennedy, Joseph Biden and Howard Metzenbaum. Under a
fair system, Judge Thomas could discuss their questions in detail.
But when Judge Robert Bork tried to engage in a dialogue with the
senators in 1987, he was skewered on national television. So Judge
Thomas will doubtless have to remain mum on some important
issues.

As the nation will see during the hearings, Judge Thomas seems
most worthy to sit on the Supreme Court. His nomination - barring
any hitherto unrevealed transgression greater than anything, say,
Sen. Alan Cranston has committed — should be approved by both
the Senate Judiciary Committee and by the full Senate.
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Berry's World

Hey;, Diogenes, are you
still looking for an
honest man?
' No!
I'm lookin

for a job! ™
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Expensive way for executions

In 1974, Joseph Brown was charged with raping
and murdering a Florida shopkeeper. The case
against him rested largely on the testimony of a
friend, Ronald Floyd, who said he was present dur-
ing the crime.

In the trial, Floyd was asked if he had been
promised anything by prosecutors in exchange for
testifying, which he denied. During closing argu-
ments, the prosecutor said Floyd had “absolutely
nothing to gain” from his testimony. A jury con-
victed Brown and sentenced him to death.

It later turned out that there had been a deal
with prosecutors to grant Floyd lenient treatment in
a robbery he had committed. Thanks to a provision
in the U.S. Constitution, however, Brown was able
to appeal to a federal court. It overturned the con-
viction, excoriating prosecutors for knowingly
using false testimony. Instead of being executed,
Brown was freed and never retried.

Lucky man. If the crime bill passed recently by
the Senate had been law then, he’d probably be
dead now.

‘When the Senate approved this major change in
habeas corpus, most Americans paid as much atten-

" tion as they usually do when they hear lawyers

speaking in Latin. To the extent they noticed it at all,
it was probably only to hear the sponsors claiming
that the change would speed up the interminable pro-
cess of sending condemned men to their just desserts.

That it will do, if the House agrees, with the
minor drawback that some of those on the acceler-

ated assembly line will be innocent. The Senate.

apparently thinks a few mistakes are a small price
to rid Death Row of tenants who have long over-
stayed their welcome.

Habeas corpus is a device by which federal
courts may review convictions rendered in state
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courts t0 make sure that the defendant’s constitu-
tional rights have not been violated. It is most often
invoked in capital cases, where the mistake can be
the difference between life and death. In recent
years, federal courts have sent back two out of
every five capital cases for retrial or resentencing
for violations of the defendant’s rights.

Habeas corpus also has faults. It is a major
source of the routine delays in carrying out death
sentences. Defense lawyers figured out some time
ago that by filing one habeas corpus petition after
another, they could put off their clients’ ordained
demise for years. ,

The Bush administration, with some reason,
says enough is enough. If we are going to have the
death penalty in this country, it ought to be possible
to impose it without having to wait a decade or
more. But instead of trying a remedy that would be
effective as well as fair, the administration
demands one that is likely to shield state courts
from the federal scrutiny they have clearly earned.

Its solution, approved by the Senate, is to bar fed-
eral courts from considering any alleged constitution-
al violations that have been “fully and fairly” consid-
ered by state courts. The Justice Department says this
means state courts must have conducted “reasonable”

.trials with “reasonable” protection of the defendant’s
rights and a “reasonable” application of the
Constitution. Clear abuses may still be corrected.

This is not at all certain. The American Bar
Association says the change would effectively
repeal habeas corpus by upholding state court deci-
sions that were arrived at fairly, even if the deci-
sions happen to be wrong. “This bill would allow
prisoners to be executed even when the federal
courts conclude that their convictions or death sen-
tences are unconstitutional,” it says.

There are two better remedies for the delays that
infuriate death penalty advocates. The first is to give
defendants just one chance to persuade federal
courts that they were railroaded, instead of dozens.
A Democratic bill rejected by the Senate would have
done that, saving years of litigation in many cases.

The second is 10 get rid of the problem that lies
behind most of the convictions that are overturned:
incompetent or. poorly paid lawyers who do a terri-
ble job of defending their clients. At least six states
limit payments to court-appointed defenders to
$1,500 in capital cases — “a fee,” says the ABA,
“that many lawyers would find insufficient to per-
mit adequate representation in routine drunk-driv-
ing cases.” A lot of others don’t do much better.

The result is that only the worst lawyers will take
on these life-and-death cases, and then they lack the
funds to do the job right. If states want federal courts
to stop overturning their convictions, they might
stop giving them so many excellent reasons to do so.
The way to do that is to spend enough money to
make sure poor suspects have decent lawyers.

The Senate approach would be stingier with
dollars but more generous with innocent lives.
Joseph Brown would think it’s a false economy,
and he’d be right.
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Today in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Aug. 1, the
213th day of 1991. There are 152
days left in the year.

. Today’s Highlight in History:

Seven hundred years ago, on
Aug. 1, 1291, the Swiss Confedera-
tion was formed.

On this date:

In 1774, British scientist Joseph
Priestley succeeded in isolating
oxygen from air.

In 1834, an emancipation bill
outlawed slavery throughout the
British empire.

In 1876, Colorado was admitted
to the union as the 38th state.

In 1907, the forerunner of the
U.S. Air Force was established by
the army as an acronautical division.

In 1914, German declared war on
Russia at the onset of World War 1.

In 1966, 25 years ago, Charles
Joseph Whitman, 25, shot and killed
15 people at the University of Texas
before he was gunned down by
police. -

How to answer the senators

The Senate confirmation committee is grilling
me following my nomination for a seat on the
Supreme Court.

“Mr. Grizzard, have you ever smoked pot?”

“Pot of what?”

“Not a pot of anything. Have you ever smoked
marijuana?”

“If you need to go to the pot, Senator, go ahead.
I’'m in no rush.”

“You’re wasting the committee’s time, Mr.
Grizzard. Have you or have you not ever smoked
the narcotic known as marijuana?”

“I’m not certain I understand the question.”

“Mr. Grizzard, are you trying to dodge this
question?”

“I want to be completely open with the committee.”

“OK, then, answer the question.”

“Which one? Have I ever smoked pot or am I
trying to dodge the question?”

“This is getting exasperating, Mr. Grizzard.
This committee will not be trifled with. I have
asked you a simple question and you have not
answered it. For the last time, have you ever in
your life used marijuana?”

“That’s the last time you're going to ask me?”

“The very last time.”

ACGM.Y,

“What’s good?”
“It’s good that’s the last time you're going to
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ask me that question.”

“Why is that so good?”

“Because if that’s the last time you are going to
ask me, then we can move on to something else.”

“Mr. Chairman, I am at a loss.”

“Let me see what I can do, Senator. Mr. Griz-
zard, the question has been clearly stated to you.
Now, this committee wants to know if you've been
exposed to the narcotic marijuana.”

“I’ve never exposed myself.”

“That’s not the question.”

“Well, why did you ask it then?”

“I didn’t ask it.”

“I could have sworn I saw your lips moving.”

“Mr. Grizzard, you are not cooperating with this
committee at all. You're being evasive, stubborn
and downright impossible.”

“Nothing is impossible.”

“I beg your pardon?”

“I said, ‘Nothing’s impossible.” Remember the
1969 Mets.”

“Mr. Grizzard, what on earth are you talking

“about?”

“The Amazin’ ‘69 Mets. Nobody gave them a
chance and they did the impossible. They won the World
Series. I'll never forget the catch Swoboda made.”

“You’re talking about baseball now?”

“You asked me a question, and I've tried to anwer
it to the best of my ability. The ony thing I can possi-
bly add in hopes of satisfying the committee on this
issue is that the Cubs choked in September.”

“What'’s that got to do with anything?”

“It’s got everything to do with anything. The
Cubs had a big lead and then went into a tailspin in
September, and that’s how the Mets won the pennant
and got into the World Series in the first place.”

“This is incredible.”

“Not really. The Cubs have a history of folding.
You could look it up.”

“Never in my years of public service have |
ever encountered anyone like you, Mr. Grizzard.”

“I appreciate that, Mr. Chariman. And may I say,
sir, you cut a rather impressive swath of your own.”

“Mr. Grizzard, we must adjourn for now, but we're

coming back tomorrow and get to the bottom of this.”
“And if I can be of any help to you, sir, please
don’t hesitate to ask.”

Liberals threatened by Thomas

By WILLIAM A. RUSHER

There was never any doubt that such
standard regiments of liberal spear-car-
riers as the National Organization for
Women, the National Abortion Rights
Action League, the American Civil Lib-
erties Union and People for the Ameri-
can Way would Senate confir-
mation of Judge Clarence Thomas’
nomination 1o the Supreme Court with
every ounce of their strength.

But the reaction of liberal black
come President Bush’s nomination of
Thomas, even though a narrower major-
ity add that they personally disagree
with Thomas’ views on various matters.
Are their leaders prepared 1o try, never-
theless, to gun him down? The NAACP
cautiously put off a decision on this
question until September or later.

But there is no more real doubt
about what the NAACP will eventual-
ly decide than there is in the case of
any other liberal organization. On the
contrary, the opposition of black liber-

al pressure groups to Thomas’ confir-
mation is foreordained, for he under-
mines their entire approach to the
problems of America’s black citizens.

The liberal analysis begins with a
historic truth, that American blacks
have been subjected 1o a great wrong,
summed up in the word “discrimina-
tion.” The analysis then goes on 10 con-
clude (much more debatably) that, to
rectify that wrong, the black communi-
ty ought to be accorded by government
at all levels not only the rights they
were historically denied, but all sorts of
“benefits” and special treatment.

The transmission belt for these
goodies is to be the black political
establishment: the politicians, admin-
istrators and social workers to whom
the black community is taught to look
for help. Slowly a pattern of depen-
dence- develops, in which blacks -
assured that they have been wronged,
but that help is available - are taught
to expect that everything from hous-
ing and child care to food stamps and
medical assistance will be forthcom-
ing from & benevolent government.

Precisely how many of the billions former Assistant Secretary of State

appropriated for such purposes actu-
ally reach needy blacks is a good
question. The first and biggest benefi-
ciary of such charity is the bureaucra-
cy created to dispense it. Black con-
gressmen, and white congressmen
with large black constituencies, con-
trol enormous amounts of patronage
in the form of jobs in that bureaucra-
cy, or favors performed by it.

Meanwhile, the black population
is firmly reminded to vote for its pro-
tectors. As a result, the black vote for
the Democratic candidate in many
elections (including presidential elec-
tions) exceeds 90 percent.

But not all blacks go along with this
cozy system. A minority, perceptive and
outspoken, believes that the liberal dis-
pensation fatally weakens black initia-
tive, and that blacks would be far better
off if they insisted on their rights but
declined 10 lobby for special treatment.

That is the conviction of the
Hoover Institution’s famed economist
Thomas Sowell, and Mason
University's Walter Williams, and

~

Alan Keyes, and many other promi-
nent black Americans. And it is the
conviction, 100, of Clarence Thomas.

Thomas® ascension to the
Supreme Court, therefore, would
strike directly at the heart of the
spend-and-elect patronage system on
which liberals have taught the great
majority of America’s black citizens
to rely, 10 their detriment.

He could be expected to fight hard
for black rights, as he did when he
was chairman of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission under
President Reagan. But he has little
reverence for such mechanisms of
collective favoritism as quotas and
“affirmative action.”

And, of course, he would, in him-
self, be striking proof of the proposi-
tion that a smart and determined black
need not seek his or her destiny by

‘and favor of the satraps of the

£stablishment. If that news ever
gets around, there will be a new dawn
indeed for America’s black citizens.
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show, Army Air Field reunion on August agenda
It’s still a little over three weeks o “TORA” members include bringing the show, which draws see from the late 1800s on up into
away, but now is the time to begin A b Japanese Zero Fighters, Kate Dive large crowds wherever it performs  the middle of this century-And
|_S making plans for the weekend of ou t Bombers and Val Torpedo throughout the United States, is there’s a really nice wall mural
Aug. 16-17. That’s the dates for the Bombers. Pampa attorney Ken Fields, him- relating our local history to national
Pampa Army Air Field Reunion, t ownh The show is completely chore- self a Confederate Air Force mem-  and world events.
dant’s the Panhandle Veterans Hall of . ographed with sound effects, script- - ber. And there’s other muscums with-
f the Fame and, a special attraction held By Larry D. Hollis ed narration, pryotechnics and other More information on the show  in easy driving distances from = |
d. in conjunction with reunion activi- Managing Editor special effects. It should be quite an  and displays will also be forthcom-  Pampa: the Alanreed-McLean Area
n Bar ties, a Confederate Air Force air amazing display. ing in The Pampa News in the com-  Historical Museum and Devil’s
tively show. N — Other aircraft scheduled to be ing days. Rope Museum, both in McLean; the
: deci- Former aviation cadets, military  several year$ ago to form a museum _ Association or the Veterans of For-  here for Wings Over Pampa include P Huichinson County Museum in
deci- support personnel and civilian at Memorial Park, with memorabilia eign Wars Post 1o attend the banquet the SB2-C, TBM Avenger, F4F Coming up soon is the opening  Borger; the Pioneer West Museum
allow employees who trained or worked at  from the air base and their later war 10 show our thanks and honor 10 Wildcat, B-25 Mitchell Bombers, C-  of Pampa schools, with students in Shamrock; the Old Mobeetie Jail
:deral the Pampa Army Air Field during  service to be included as a reminder  those who have served our country 45 Expediters, BT-13 Valiants, Liai- leaving their summer break to return  Museum in Mobeetie; the River Val-
h sen- World War II will be gathering for future generations. through dedicated military service  son aircraft and others. to classes. But if you've had the ley Pioneer Museum at Canadian;
again for what has become an antic- Later joining the group in plans  and defended the freedoms we 100 The air show itself will beginat  kids all summer and would like to  the Roberts County Museum at
rs that ipated annual event, drawing people for the museum was the local Veter- often have taken for granted. 2 p.m., but various planes and other  find something else to do with them  Miami; and the Square House
0 give from throughout the United States  ans of Foreign Wars Post, which has ~ More information will be forth-  displays will be available for view-  for a few hours in the few remaining Museum in Panhandle.
:deral to Pampa. experienced a growth in member-  coming on the banquet and other ing from 9 am. 10 6 p.m. weeks, why not take them to one of If you’re willing for a litle
Jzens. Considering that the Army Air  ship itself in the past couple of reunion activities, so be looking for These shows cost money to put ~ Our area museums? longer drive, then there’s the Muse-
| have Force training base was only in years. Now the two forces are work- it in the coming days. on, so tickets will be sold to help The museums will give thema  um of the Plains in Perryton; the
ses. operation from November 1942 to  ing to see the dream of the military *eree recover some of the expenses. chance to learn about our pioneer  Lake Meredith Aquarium and
at lies September 1945, it’s quite an museum become a reality. As a special treat this year, the Unlike in past air shows presented heritage, and to get acquainted with  Wildlife Museum at Fritch; and the
imed: accomplishment to see the large All of that has led to the creation DEW Line Squadron of the Confed- at the Pampa field, there will beno ~ some of our local and area history. It Panhandle Plains Historical Muse-
terri- numbers who want to get together  of the Panhandle Veterans Hall of  erate Air Force and the Aviation free parking spaces along ne<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>