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Negotiators

By KAREN BALI
AP Labor Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Freight railroads and their
unions said today they were deadlocked after an all
night bargaining session and Transportauon Secretary
Samuel Skinner said he considers a coast-to-coast rail
strike likely at midnight

“There’s every indicaton™ Congress will have to
step n, Skinner told reporters today while auending a
business event. He said he hoped Congress could act as
early as Wednesday

Congress has the authority to step in and stop a
transportauon strike, but House Speaker Thomas S.
Foley said today that Congress would not interfere until
all avenues of bargaining have been exhausted and a
strike 1s under way

“If we don’t get this strike settled quickly ... a lot
more people are going to be out of work, a lot of prod-
uct 1s not going to be shipped and this economy is
going to be set back immensely,” Skinner said.

The nation’s 235,000 freight workers are set to walk
off their jobs early Wednesday if the 11 unions repre-
senting them have not all agreed to new contracts set-

see little hope of averting

ting a three-year dispute over wages, health care and
work rules

Negotators met throughout the night, breaking at 6
a.m., and resumed marathon bargaining sessions at mid
day, officials said. The latest session produced no new
agreements

A national rail strike, which would be the first since
1982, would strand passc..gers, choke the flow of
goods and idle hundreds of thousands of non-railroad
workers.

A four-day rail surike in 1982 effecuvely shut down
the nation’s rail system and stalled passenger trains
around the country. At the ume, officials estimated the
walkout cost the U.S. economy up 1o $1 billion a day.

“We've got a very, very precarious economy that’s
jJust on 1t way coming back. We cannot afford to have
that recovery interrupted by an unnecessary strike,”
Skinner said.

Last week, Skinner said he wanted Congress to act
before the strike, but today he said he hoped emergency
legislation could be 'passed Wednesday if a strike
occurs.

“The policy of Congress will be not to take preemp-
tory acuon ... We are not going to interrupt the negotia-

ung process in the final criucal hours,” Foley, D-Wash
told reporters at his daily news conference

On Monday, President Bush tried to nudge unions
and freight carriers closer to agreement by publicly not
ing the disarray such a strike would cause.

Bargainers continued negotiauons through much of
Monday evening, but both sides thought they were so
far apart on the key issues — mainly wages and other
financial 1ssues — that there was little reason to hope a
stnke would be averted.

“It remains unlikely that agreements will be reacned
with each of the unions before the deadline,” said
Charles Hopkins, chief negotator for the major freight
carriers, such as the Burlington Northern, Conrail and
Nortolk Southern.

If a nauonwide strike occurs, it is expected 1o imme-
diately choke the flow of one-third of the nation’s goods
and idle as many as 550,000 other American workers
who depend on train-delivered goods to complete their
jobs.

A freight strike, for instance, could have a dramatic
impact on auto workers who rely on parts transported in
from other regions, potentially shutting down some
assembly plants.

rail strike

Production and employment levels in auto, paper,
lumber, steel, coal mining, glass production, plastics
and chemical industries are expected to be hardest hit,
admimistrauon officials have said.

Thousands of train-riding commuters and Amtrak
passengers could be stranded, too. That’s because most
Amtrak trains, and many commuter trains such as those
in the Chicago area, run on tracks owned by the freight
railroads and often rely on union signalmen, brakemen
and other employees.

Amirak’s busiest region, the Northeast Corridor
from Washington to Boston, would not be affected
because Amtrak owns that trackage.

Few, if any, of the railroads are expected to try to
perate without their union crews.

The Union Pacific Railroad, based in Omaha, Neb.,
said 1t will be completely shut down if a strike occurs.
Passengers on Amtrak trains that use Union Pacific
tracks will be let off at the nearest terminal, spokesman
John Bromley said.

Burlington Northern Railroad, based in Fort Worth,
Texas, also said it would be shut down if a strike
begins.

See RAIL STRIKE, Page 2

County commissioners delay action
on a proposal for reserve deputies

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

Gray County Commissioners
again delayed action Monday on a
request by Sheriff Jim Free for a
reserve deputy force, during their
meeting at the county courthouse.

Commissioners said they needed
to hear from Free before voting on
the item.

They said through Monday the
sheriff had not appeared before the
court but was sending his chief
deputy to address them.

“‘We have not heard from the
sheriff,” County Judge Carl
Kennedy said. “Maybe we ought to
table this until we hear from him.”

Commissioner Ted Simmons
said he was perplexed about the
need for a reserve force.

“I understand crime is up, but
the ‘population is down,” Simmons
said. “Why can’t they keep track of
crime the way they did 10 years
ago? The people I've talked to in
counties using reserve deputies
don’t seem to like it.”

Under the proposed plan the reserve
deputies would be certified law enforce-
ment personnel who nde with officers.

Commissioner Jim Greene said
he had made calls to other counties
and found that reserve forces don’t
work well.

“A lot more don’t like it than
do,” he said.

Kennedy said he liked the
reserve force idea because it would
cut back on the need for additional
hired help.

“These are people who hold (law
enforcement) licenses,” he said. “If
they maintain that they will never
g0 out (on patrol or to answer a call)
by themselves, I think this would be
a good thing. They wouid only ride
with an on-duty officer.”

Kennedy said it is odd an elected
official would send a hired staff
member to make such a request.

“(Free) is on an equal level with
us,” Kennedy said. “We were all
elected by the people. It is a little
unusual to send a deputy to make a
request instead of coming in per-
son.”

Commissioners said they had
several issues to cover with Free
when he does appear before the
court, including wanting a status
report on two federal lawsuits filed
against the sheriff.

One, by Michael Frank Greene,
accuses the sheriff of civil rights
violations and mistreatment while
he was incarcerated in the jail.

A second suit, filed by Deputy
Lynn Brown, alleges discrimination
on the basis of race by the sheriff’s
office.

“I’ve wondered on this suit with
Brown, is it past being able to settle
out of court?” asked Commissioner
Joe Wheeley. “Does (Brown) want
money? A job position? Does he
want something or is he just dissat-
i1sfied? If he is just dissatisfied,
maybe he could go to another job in
the county.”

Wheeley said he was concerned
that the sheriff had apparently made
no attempt to deal with Brown and
keep the matter out of federal court.

“The only way to approach this
now is through our attorney,”
responded Kennedy. “(Brown’s)
own boss (Free) should handle this.
But (if the suit is lost), it will come
out of the county budget.”

Wheeley said, “When these
things aren’t talked out, you get
hard feelings. That’s what we nced
to avoid.”

See COUNTY, Page 2

Pampa hosting District 1 UIL band contest

Pampa High and Middle Schools
are hosting the 1991 UIL District 1
band contest today and Wednesday
at M.K. Brown Auditorium.

Participating in the two-day
event are high school bands from
District 1-2A, 1-3A and 1-4A.

In 2A competition scheduled
today, White Deer High School pre-
sents “Newcastle March” by Vin-
son, “Silver Jubilee” by Edmondson
and “Excellentia” by Shaffer.

Canadian High School also
competes today in the 2A division,
with “March-Folk Songs from
Somerset” by Williams, “Concert
Variations” by Smith and “Dona

Nobis Pacem” by Sudduth.

At 10 a.m. Wednesday, the
Miami High School entry presents
“Highlander Regiment” by Polyhar,
“Excellentia Overture” by Shaffer
and “Monticello Overture” by
McGinty.

At 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Pampa
High School offers “The Golden
Eagle” by Walters, “Linden Lea”
and “Declaration Overture” by
Smith.

At 6:15 p.m. Wednesday,
Pampa competes with “George
Washington Bicentennial March”
by John Philip Sousa, “Symphony
No. 3” (2nd Movement)” by Gian-

nini and “Hammersmith” by Gus-
tav Holst.

Contest director for the two-day
event is Bruce Collins of Pampa.
Executive secretary is Dale Roller
of Amarillo College.

Concert judges are Phil Anthony
and Anthony Gibson of Lubbock,
and Pat Norton of Seguin.

Sightreading judges are Keith
Bearden of Lubbock, Blain Hinton
of Abilene and Jeff Doughten of
Andrews.

Pampa also will host April 23-24
the District 1 band contest for 1A,
junior high and middle schools at
M.K. Brown Auditorium.

sta;'"
Be.. .xw; ’
' 1‘-:*’-’-?

AT
% #‘

P i

bk-;;

Mears, Charlene Gee, Mike

5 (!
'y B

W AR

A
e 7 e :"C;

Donkey basketball

k. 3
: > .

e o R 5

L

Future donkey basketball plazers are, from left, Lanya Blodgett, Angie Leos, Debbie Stokes, James

isher and Brian Vining. A passerby holds the yearling donkey named
Gizmo, owned by Coy and Raymond Henry. These outstanding athletes will be competing Friday at 7
p.m. in the Pampa High School gym. Tickets are availabe from any Pampa Noon Lions member, with
proceeds benefiting the club’s various service projects.
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Greg Braun, left, speaks with one of his attorneys, Gina Maestas, moments after Dis-
trict Judge Jay Harris of Las Vegas, N.M., declared a mistrial in District Court in Taos.

Judge declares mistrial in Braun case

TAOS, N.M. (AP) - A mistrial
was declared in the death penalty
hearing of confessed killer Gregg
Braun after a judge failed to find
enough jurors who hadn’t read news
about out-of-state charges pending
against Braun.

Such information would be inad-
missible at Braun’s sentencing hear-
ing for the 1989 murder of a
Springer convenience store clerk.

Braun, 30, of Garden City, Kan.,
also was charged in killings in
Kansas, Texas and Oklahoma that
occurred just before the Springer
shooting.

“Tell your editor, ‘Thank you for
the great job,” " Braun told a news
photographer as he left court Mon-
day.

Braun is charged with four slay-
ings in three other states, and state
District Judge Jay Harris declared a

mistrial after jurors acknowledged
that they knew about that widely
reported but inadmissible informa-
tion.

There was no immediate indica-
tion when another hearing would be
held for Braun, who pleaded guilty
but mentally ill to the July 23, 1989,
shooting death of convenience-store
clerk Geraldine Valdez at the J&T
Mini-Mart.

Harris had questioned prospec-
tive jurors from a pool of 61 people
about their familiarity with the case
and their ability to be impartial.

Prosecutors say Braun should be
given the death penalty because he
killed a witness to a crime: the rob-
bery.

His lawyer says no jury should
vote to impose a death sentence on a
mentally ill defendant.

Harris of Las Vegas, N.M,, ruled

in July that the Taos County jury
could decide whether to sentence
Braun to death.

Braun challenged that ruling, but
the state Supreme Court in October
let it stand.

At his preliminary hearing in
August 1989, Braun admitted
killing Valdez and taking about
$200 from the gas station store
where she worked.

At that hearing, Braun said he
had been using cocaine heavily for
the month before the shooting and
had been receiving counseling for
violent dreams.

Killed in the other states were
two convenience store clerks in
Garden City, Kan., on July 19,
1989; a photo-processing shop
owner in Pampa, Texas, July 20;
and a woman in an Ardmore, Okla.,
flower shop July 21.

Supreme Court cuts back on rights
of death row inmates to make appeals

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
Supreme Court, in a ruling that
could hasten many executions,
today cut back on the rights of death
row inmates to make repeated
appeals of their convictions.

The 6-3 ruling in a case from
Georgia was denounced by the dis-
senters as a drastic curtailment of
the rights of criminal defendants.

The court rejected arguments by
death row inmate Warren
McCleskey that Georgia officials
violated his rights when they failed
to give him a written statement from
the inmate to whom McCleskey
allegedly confessed to the 1978
slaying of an Atlanta police officer.

Justice Anthony M. Kennedy,
writing for the court, said
McCleskey’s failure to raise the
issue during an earlier appeal in
1981 disqualified him from trying to
use it in subsequent appeals.

Kennedy said the burden is on
defendants in such cases to prove
they had good reason for not raising
the issue initially and that their fail-
ure to do so has prejudiced their
ability to defend themselves.

For example, Kennedy said, the
prisoner must prove that state offi-
cials deliberately interfered with his

ability to raise the issue.

It is not necessary for the state to
prove that the defendant deliberately
abandoned the issue in an earlier
appeal in order to raise it subse-
quently, Kennedy added.

The only exception to the new
restrictions are those rare instances
in which the defendant can show he
is probably innocent of the crime,
Kennedy said.

He said the new rules “‘should
curtail the abusive petitions that in
recent years have threatened to
undermine the integrity of the
habeas corpus process.”

Habeas corpus is the system that
permits convicted defendants to
appeal to the federal courts for help
when they claim their constitutional
rights have been violated.

A proposal in Congress to limit
habeas corpus petitions was intro-
duced after a special study commit-
tee appointed by Chief Justice
William H. Rehnquist recommended
ume limits on death row appeals.

Justice Thurgood Marshall, in a
dissenting opinion, said today’s rul-
ing “‘encourages state officials to
conceal evidence that would likely
prompt’’ prisoners to appeal their
convicticns.

The court ‘‘tosses aside estab-
lished precedents without explana-
tion ... and applies (new) rules in a
way that rewards state misconduct
and deceit,”” Marshall said.

McCleskey’s murder conviction
was overturned in 1989 by a federal
judge who ruled the state had violat-
ed his rights in obtaining his confes-
sion to Offie Evans, a fellow prison
inmate.

But the 11th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals reinstated the convic-
tion, ruling McCleskey forfeited his
right to challenge the constitutional-
ity of the confession by failing to
raise the issue in 1981.

McCleskey’s lawyers said they
lacked evidence to challenge the
confession until 1987, when they
obtained Evans’ written statement
afjer the Georgia Supreme Courl
ortlered police records made public.

The defense lawyers said Evans’
statement gave them the first clue
that the inmate had been coached by
Atanta police to elicit a confession
from McCleskey.

Georgia officials said the state
had: not deliberately concealed
Evans’ statement from the defense.
They said McCleskey's lawyers
neglected to ask for it.
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Ministers once again fighting rumors b
about ban on religious broadcasting

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

his denomination has invested a great deal of time to
make sure there is nothing to it.
Joel Brandenberger, an aide to Sarpalius said, “This

Services tomorrow

ton with the Rev. Johnny Tims, pastor, and the Rev.
Vince Sandlin, pastor of Calvary Assembly of God
Church, officiating. Burial will be in North Fairview
Cemetery by Schooler-Gordon Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Whitaker, formerly Debra Lou Brinkley, was
born in Wellington and had been a lifelong resident
of Wellington. She graduated from Wellington High
School and attended TSTI. She married Pete Whitak-
er at Groom. She was a program assistant for the
Wellington American Soil Conservation Service.

Survivors include her husband; two sons, Brett
Winn and Tanner Whitaker, both of the home; a step-
son, Mark Whitaker of Baytown; a stepdaughter,
Jolie Whitaker of Baytown; her mother, Louise
Brinkley of Wellington; two sisters, Saundra James of
Wellington and Tammic Williams of Big Spring; and
a brother, Mike Brinkley of Wheeler.

Minor accidents

The Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing accidents during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, April-15

2:45 p.m. — A 1985 Chevrolet driven by Jody
Brunson, 2411 Fir, collided with a 1984 Ford driven
by Jimmie Koch, 1235 Hamilton, in the 1300 block
of North Hobart. Brunson was cited for no driver’s
license on person.

6 p.m. — A 1987 Subaru driven by Keith Jones,
932 Brunow, collided with a 1985 Jeep driven by
Daniel Long, 2721 Beech, in the 1700 block of North
Duncan. No citations were issued. Jones reportedly
suffered minor injuries.

DPS - Accidents
SATURDAY, April 13

3 am. - A 1985 Toyota driven by Cody Lance
Weaver, 20, Canadian, hit a delineator and highway
sign in Roberts County 3.7 miles east of Miami on
Hwy. 60. He was taken by private vehicle to North-
west Texas Hospital in Amarillo where he was treat-
ed and released. Citations were issued.

SUNDAY, April 14

9:45 p.m. — A 1976 Buick driven by Esteban N.
Barela, 605 Campbell, was tuming off Hwy. 60 onto
FM 282 when it ran onto the railroad tracks and high-
centered. Barela was arrested for DWI.

MONDAY, April 15

10:55 a.m. — Private property accident was report-
ed in McLean grade school parking lot between a
1972 Chevrolet driven by Earnest Lewayne Foshee
and a parked 1972 Chevrolet driven by Brett Mont-
gomery. No citations were issued.

Fires

The Pampa Fire Department reported the follow-
ing call during the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

MONDAY, April 15
5:25 p.m. - Hay stack fire was reported on land
two miles south of city on Bowers City Hwy. Three
hundred bales belonging to John Tripplehorn were
destroyed, with estimated at $900 to $1,000. Three
units, a tanker and five firefighters responded. No
cause had been determined.

Police report

The Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing incidents during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

MONDAY, April 15

Police reported domestic violence in the 1400
block of East Browning and the 2600 block of Semi-
nole.

Juveniles reported an assault at Huff Road and
Crawford when they got into a fight with one another.

Pearly Wise, 1105 Huff Rd., reported an assault at
Huff and Crawford.

Hasting’s, 1500 N. Hobart, reported a theft at the
business.

Randy Atwood, 115 N. Warren, reported a theft at
810 N. West.

C.L. Farmet, 1114 N. Russell, reported a theft at
607 W. Foster.

Terry Angel, 2320 Rosewood, reported burglary of
a motor vehicle at 1028 S. Bames.

Leslic Lambright, 1226 S. Banks, reported a bur-
glary at the residence.

Rosie Flores, 225 Miami, reported an assault at
1312 Coffee #3.

Arrests
Pampa Police Department reported no
arrests.
DPS - Arrests
FRIDAY, April 12

Allen Jay Vick, 35, 1012 Huff Rd., was arrested on
Hwy. 70 on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

Cecilio Garcia Gonzalez, 31, 413 N. Hazel, was
arrested on Hwy. 152 west of Pampa on a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

SATURDAY, April 13

Herbert A. Deal, 50, Woodward, Okla., was arrest-
ed on Hwy. 60 west of Kingsmill on a charge of driv-
ing while intoxicated.

Ellis Blackshear, 53, Sayre, Okla, was arrested on
an unnamed road on a charge of driving while intoxi-
cated.

Sherry Lynn Ivy, 33, Clarendon, was arrested on
Hwy. 70 south of Pampa on a charge of driving while
intoxicated.

SUNDAY, April 14

Estaban Barela, 60, 605 Campbell, was arrested on
FM 282 on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

Ronald Charles Smith, 53, Escondido, Calif., was
arrested on I-40 on a felony warrant from Conroe.

Isidro Hermandez, 26, 713 E. Locust, was arrested
on FM 749 on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

MONDAY, April 15

Lloyd Wayne Langham, 29, Claude, was arrested
on an unnamed road on a charge of driving while
intoxicated, third offense.

Calendar of events

CLARENDON COLLEGE RECEPTION
Clarendon College-Pampa Center will be hosting a
reception from 4-6 p.m. Wednesday for Larry Gilbert,
former CC-PC dean, and Joe Kyle Reeve, incoming
interim associate dean. The reception will be held at
the M.K. Brown Room of the Pampa Community
Building. The pubic is invited.

While on the subject of the sher-
iff, Greene pointed out that the
county budget might be helped by
Free hiring a mechanic to work on
sheriff’s cars instead of using
deputies.

“You hae to give (the deputy)

asked Kennedy to approach the gov-
emnor’s office seeking disaster relief
for farmers hurt by the current
drought conditions.

Commissioners also approvéd a
request by Koch Pipeline to cross
18 county roads, but did not allow

Pampa High School students to be
dismissed at 1 p.m. on Wednesday

Students at Pampa High School
will be dismissed at 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, according to Principal
Daniel Coward, so teachers can par-
ticipate in a faculty meeting.

PISD officials said the high
school is the only campus that will
dismiss early.

“State education rules require
every campus to develop a cam-
pus plan defining standards for
student performance,” Coward
stated. “Wednesday’s faculty
meeting is the culmination of sev-
eral months work by a committee

City briefs

of faculty and parents.”

Coward said all buses will run at
their normal times.

Superintendent Dawson Orr said
all students riding a bus from the
high school will remain on campus
in a supervised setting until 3:30
p.m.

In addition, there will be no
school in Pampa on any campus on
Friday, April 19.

“We didn’t need it as a snow
make-up day, so teachers and stu-
dents, our entire staff, will be off
that day,” Orr said.

BRICK REPAIR: Harley Knut-

- son 665-4237. Adv.

“JUST IN time, one of a kind
Mother's Rings, starting at $139. In
store financing. Goldkraft Jewelers,
1334 N. Hobart, 669-1244. Adv.

FEEL DRAB? Need a new look?
Call Barbara's Creations for Your
Sewing Needs. 665-2024. Adv.

CABLE BOX $49.95. View
cable channels above channel 13,
like CNN, TNT, Nickelodeon and
others on any VHF/UHF TV,
includes cables, adapters and free
installation in Pampa area. Owen
Electronics, 274-7077, after 7 p.m.
665-6779. Adv.

CLARENDON COLLEGE
Pampa Center will offer Defensive
Driving Class on Saturday, April
20th, 8 a.m. Please call 665-8801
for reservations. Adv.

NATIONAL SALVAGE has sold
its parts inventory to George Garri-
son Parts World, Roosevelt, Okla-
homa, and Chris Waugh of Waugh
Auto Salvage Elgin, Oklahoma.
This sale applies only to the Pampa
yard and the Amarillo yard is still
open. Dennis Caldwell wishes to
thank the people of Pampa and the
surrounding area for their support
for the 20 years we have been in
business. Adv.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING, Bow-
man Driving School, 669-3871.
Adv.

GRAY COUNTY Commodities,
Wednesday 17th, 1200 S. Nelson, 9-
12, 1-3 p.m. Bring income confir-
mation.

LIKE TO show off your classic
automobile? Trophies will be
awarded. For more information,
669-1225. Adv.
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Nov. 25, 1938, in Pampa,  “hch these sccuntics could have Kemw McGee. 4438  dn 14 Pastor Jim Fox of Hobart Baptist Church has also held legally liable for libel or slander by the person the
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children and three great-grandchildren. Puntan 13,35 :},{‘ ) ;3 "Pg.g L . said. dard of requiring encased pipe,”
The family will be at 1921 Lynn. The following 9:30 a.m. N.Y. Tenneco.... .44 5/8 NC Commissioner Gerald Wright “But he is an officeholder and Kennedy said.
DEBRA LOU WHITAKER nishad by Edwar D, Jooes & Co. of :\7‘1‘;’"” ” ,‘:§§Z gn:Z SUEAESEC AL Mc: GO APfepact we can’t tell him to do that,” said During their last meeting, com-
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Koch, they would probably also
need to be changed for all compa-
nies seeking to cross county roads
with gas pipelines.

Commissioners also said they
intend to work with the city of
Pampa in hosting an auction of sur-
plus material and equipment.

Kennedy said he will approach
three different Gray County auc-
tioneers regarding what they would
charge to conduct such an auction.

No official date for the event has
been set.

Also approved was a resolution
concerning authorized signatures
for the 47 bank accounts held by the
county, as well as which accounts
could have checks written on them
and which were only accessible by
transfer slips.

The sale of tax property at
1121 S. Christy, 909 S. Faulkner

and 1216 S. Barnes was also |,

approved.
School trustees

‘to meet tonight

Pampa Independent School Dis-
trict board members will meet in
regular session at 6 p.m. today at
Carver Center, 321 W. Albert.

Six action items are on the agen-
da, including the proposed demoli-
tion of tax property at 738 S. Gray
and 1001 S. Clark due to their

Trustees are also scheduled to
consider participation in the state
purchasing program for certain
items, athletic bids for winter sports
equipment and the sale of tax prop-
erty at 1216 S. Barnes, 1121 S.
Christy and 909 S. Faulkner.

Superintendent Dr. Dawson Orr
is also scheduled to give an update
on how passage of the school
finance bill is likely to affect the
PISD.

Orr is also slated to give presen-
tations on the high school grounds
project, fieldhouse concession stand
and salary schedule for the district.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Rail strike

United Parcel Service, which
uses freight trains to transport 30
percent of the 11 million packages it
delivers each day, said Monday it
has contingency plans to cover a
strike scenario, but delays could
occur.

A key issue in the negotiations i3
how closely railroad workers’ con
tracts should mirror a presidential
emergency board’s report issued in
January. That study recommended
yearly pay boosts for workers, but
also said they should start chipping
in for health care costs.

Unions were highly critical of
the report, saying it did not give
workers enough to make up for
wage freezes of the past.

The two sides disagree on what
figures to use when discussing
wages.

Management coniends rail work-
ers receive an average total compen-
sation package worth about $56,000
a year and says that’s far out of line
with other industrial workers. The
union says a typical rail worker
makes between $30,000 and
$40,000 a year.

Speaking to a business group
Monday, Bush said the emergency
board report “should serve the basis

for resolution of this difficulty.”
Union leaders fear that he will push
Congress to enact its terms as emer-
gency legislation to end the strike.

The board recommended that
railroad workers get a lump sum
payment of $2,000 when the con-
tract is signed, presumably to make
up for the wage freeze that has
occurred since July 1988 when the
old contract expired, and a 3 percent
general wage increase beginning on
July 1 of this year.

Workers would then get a series
of lump sum payments over the next
several years, plus another 3 percent
general wage increase in July 1993
and a 4 percent increase in 1994,

State workers evacuated from building after chemieal spill reported

AUSTIN (AP) - An estimated
100 10 150 workers were evacuated
from a state office building for
about half an hour this moming fol-
lowing a chemical spill, officials
said.

Workers in the Employees
Retirement System building, several

blocks north of the Capitol, were
cleared from the building after
odors set off alarms but caused no
injuries, said Capitol police dis-
patcher Marilyn Moller.

“It’s just one of those little spills
that every once in awhile you’ll
get,” Capitol police supervisor Lt

Ron Woods said.
Woods said the workeis were

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Warm and windy this after-
noon, with southerly winds 25-35
mph and gusty. Partly cloudy and
mild tonight, southerly winds
decreasing to 10-20 mph. Low in
mid 50s. Wednesday, partly cloudy
with a high in mid 80s and
southerly winds 10-20 mph. Mon-
day’s high was 82; the overnight
low was 55.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas - Partly cloudy
tonight. Isolated evening thunder-
storms eastern Panhandle. Lows
from upper 40s northwest Pan-
handle to around 60 Edwards
Plateay and Big Bend lowlands.
Partly cloudy Wednesday with a
slight chance of thunderstorms
eastern portions of the Panhandle
and South Plains. Highs in the
80s.

North Texas — Late night and
carly morning low clouds east,

otherwise partly cloudy tonight
and Wednesday. A slight chance
of thunderstorms Wednesday.
Lows tonight 62 to 67. Highs
Wednesday mid 80s east to low
80s west.

South Texas — Some late night
clouds and patchy fog tonight and
Wednesday morning becoming

evacuated about 11 a.m. and jpartly cl

returned to work shortly after 11:30
a.m. He said workers reported odors
that might have entered an air con-
ditioning shaft following the fourth-
floor spill.

scattered showers and thunder-

Highs Wednesday in the 80s
near 90 Rio Grande plains. Lows in
the 60s north to 70s south.

EXTENDED FORECAST
Thursday through Saturday
West Texas — Panhandle: Fair.

Cooler Thursday. A little warmer
Saturday. Highs low 70s Thursday
and Friday warming to upper 70s
Saturday. Lows in mid to upper
40s. South Plains: Fair. Cooler
Thursday. Highs mid to upper 70s.
Lows mid to upper 40s. Permian
Basin: Fair. Highs low to mid 80s.
Lows near 50 to mid 50s. Concho-
Pecos Valleys: Fair. Highs low to
mid 80s. Lows mid to upper 50s.
Far West: Fair. A little cooler
Thursday. Highs around 80. Lows
around 50. Big Bend: Mostly fair.
Mountains, highs low 70s to near
80. Lows mid 30s to mid 40s. Low-
lands, highs mid 80s to mid 90s.

South Central: Chance of showers
or thunderstorms Thursday and Fri-

Saturday. Lows Thursday

as warm__mostly fair
and Fri- north with a slight chance of show-

storms east through Wednesday. day in the 60s, highs in the 80s to ers northwest. Breezy statewide.

near 90. Lows Saturday near 60

a chance of showers or thunder-
storms Thursday and Friday. Partly
cloudy Saturday. Lows near 70.
Highs in the 80s to near 90. Lower
Rio Grande Valley and Plains:
Mostly cloudy with a chance of
showers or thunderstorms Thursday
and Friday. Partly cloudy and not
as warm Saturday. Lows Thursday
and Friday in the 70s, highs near 90
cast and in the 90s west. Lows Sat-
urday near 70, highs in the 80s east
to near 90 west. Southeast Texas
and Upper Coast: Mostly cloudy
with a chance of showers or thun-
derstorms Thursday and Friday.
Partly cloudy and not as warm Sat-
urday. Lows Thursday and Friday
in the 60s, highs in the 80s. Lows
Saturday near 60, highs near 80.
' BORDER STATES
Oklahoma - Scattered evening
thunderstorms west. Increasing
clouds east and fair west tonight.
Partly cloudy with scattered thun-
derstorms mainly west Wednesday.
Low umt upper 40s Panhandle
to mid xth and east. High
New Mexico - Tonight, partly
cloudy west and north with fair
skies southeast lows from upper
20s to low 40s mountains and
northwest to the 40s and 50s east
and south. Wednesday variable
cloudiness west and with

Highs from 50s to low 70s
and

highs in upper 70s to near 80. mountains northwest to low
Coastal Bend: Mostly cloudy with 90s southeast. I .
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Judge presumes school finance law constitutional, keeps jurisdiction

By PEGGY FIKAC
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN (AP) - Poor school districts deciding
whether 1o challenge a new school finance reform law
will watch to see whether lawmakers come up with
promised state aid, a superintendent said.

“No bill is worth a hill of beans if it doesn’t have
money put into it,” said Jimmy Vasquez, superintendent
of San Antonio’s Edgewood school district. Edgewood
is the lead plaintiff in the lawsuit that successfully chal-
lenged the school finance system.

State District Judge F. Scott McCown said at a Mon-
day hearing that he would presume the new law is con-
stitutional, allowing state education payments to go out
as scheduled later this month.

However, he emphasized that the court keeps its
jurisdiction over the issue. He said any challenges ta the
school finance law would be considered, even if they
are not filed for several years.

“Should the Legislature somehow depart from
Senate Bill 351 (the reform measure), or should it not
be funded, or should experience show two or three
years from now that it hasn’t worked, the court con-
tinues to retain jurisdiction to make its judgment

effective,” McCown said.

The law was passed by legislators to answer a Texas
Supreme Court order to even out funding to school dis-
rcts.

The measure would set a minimum local property
tax rate and shift hundreds of millions of dollars in local
tax revenue from wealthier to poorer school districts.

Besides causing an estimated $400 million increase
in local property taxes, it is projected to cost the state
$1.3 billion over the next two years.

State officials have not specified how they will come
up with their share of the money.

But Rep. Emestine Glossbrenner, an Alice Democrat
who heads the House Public Education Committee, said
lawmakers must do so: ““I have to believe that we're
going to be facing a tax bill.”

Rich and poor school districts said they are studying
the law to decide whether to oppose it in court.
McCown said he would quickly set a hearing if a chal-

" lenge is filed.

Lawyer Al Kauffman of the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, representing poor
school districts, said there were problems with the law.
For example, he noted it still allows funding disparities
between rich and poor school districts.

However, Kauffman added, “It is an improvement,
no doubt about that, and we didn’t want 10 jump into
something and attack it until we get to thoroughly con-
sider ir.”

- Lawyer Bob Luna, representing wealthy school dis-
tricts, said they also were looking at the bill.

Some officials have questioned whether the sharing
of local property tax revenue is constitutional.

Gov. Ann Richards, who signed the bill into law
about 20 minutes before Monday’s hearing began, said,
“I'm happy that Judge McCown is not questioning the
constitutionality of the bill.”

‘Lawmakers passed the measure last Thursday, after
missing the Supreme Court’s April 1 deadline for devis-
ing a reform plan.

Passage of the deadline triggered a Supreme Court
injunction to stop state spending on public schools.
However, the order’s effect was not immediate because
the next state aid payments aren’t due to go out until
April 25.

On Monday, McCown delayed the injunction unul
Sept. 1. Assistant Attorney General Toni Hunter said
she hoped the injunction then would be dissolved.

McCown also had instructed a state education expert
to be ready Monday with a revised version of a plan

developed last year by a court-appointed master. But he
told the expert, deputy education commissioner Lynn
Moak, 1o keep the plan confidential until further notice.

The Texas Supreme Court has twice, unanimously,
ruled the school finance system unconstitutional.

The current $14 billion-a-year school finance system
relies on state aid, local property taxes and some federal
money. School districts’ reliance on their own local
property tax revenue results in huge discrepancies in
available funding.

The new law shifts local property tax revenue from
wealthier to poorer school districts within new educa-
tion regions drawn largely along county lines.

School districts do not have to share local revenue
generated over the minimum rate, which starts at 72
cents per $100 property valuation and rises to $1 in four
years.

If school districts want to tax higher than the mini-
mum rate (o enrich programs or for construction — up o
45 cents more — the state makes up the difference if
school districts cannot raise a certain amount of money.

School districts also can tax an additional 5 cents,
but there is no state money available at that level.

The bill includes a revenue cap that is meant to limit
funding disparities.

Hlspamcs wooed for Support R GEE————_——
of proposed free trade pact i

EL PASO (AP) - U.S. Hispan-
ics could be key in helping the
Bush administration forge a North
American free trade pact, but some
critics believe the minority group is
not taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity.

“If they are seen as a key group
in deciding the outcome of the
free-trade agreement, then they
should use that leverage to have a
clear agenda regarding both Mexi-
co and the United States,”’ said
Primitivo Rodriquez, director of
the U.S.-Mexico program for the
Philadelphia-based American
Friends Service Committee. “Up
to now, they seem incredibly
weak.”

While in San Antonio over the
weekend, Mexican President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari continued his
country’s effort to promote the trade
pact by encouraging stronger rela-
tions with Mexican-Americans,
many of whom fled to the United
States years ago looking for better
jobs.

“In Mexico we remember you
with affection, respect and apprecia-
tion ...” Salinas said. “Mexico will
grow again so that our compatriots
won’t have to go to other lands, so
that in their country they can find
what they want and what they have
aright to find.”

Little more than a month
remains before Congress decides
whether to grant President Bush
fast-track authorization on a free-
trade pact. Under fast-track,
Congress cannot amend the pact and
must either approve or reject it out-
right.

Without the fast-track negotiat-
ing authority, Bush contends there
will be no free trade agreement
because Mexico would not agree to
an accord that could later be
changed by Congress.

Meanwhile, the wooing of His-
panics — particularly Mexican-
Americans, who number about 13

million nationwide - is intensifying.

“This is the first time that I've
seen a Mexican president work
toward any form of a partnership
with Mexican-Americans,’’ said
Hector Holguin, chairman-elect of
the El Paso Greater Chamber of
Commerce, after Hispanic business
and political leaders met with Sali-
nas. :
“I sense a special feeling of
respect and admiration toward
the Mexican-American communi-
ty. That was one of the things
that impressed me the most about
his (Salinas’) visit,”” Holguin
said.

Holguin believes a free-trade
pact with Mexico will have the eco-
nomic trickle-down rieeded to create
high-paying jobs for Hispanics,
especially those living along the
border.

“If we don’t attract more For-
tune 500 corporations, we will con-
tinue to have low-paying jobs and
be known as the social-service capi-
tal of the world,” Holguin said. “A
free-trade agreement is essential for
both countries. What’s best for
Mexico is beneficial for us along the
border.”

However, some critics believe
the trade pact will result in Hispan-
ics along the border bearing the

brunt of the treaty’s negative’

effects.

Although the number of Hispan-
ics continues to grow — the U.S.
Census Bureau estimates 25 million
Hispanics live in the United States —
they are poorer and more poorly
educated than other ethnic groups in
the country.

“A trade agreement will be dis-
astrous for Hispanics,” said Victor
Munoz, the El Paso representative
for the AFL-CIO.

He said that he opposes the fast-
track approach because he believes
issues such as the environment,
labor and infrastructure will not be
properly considered by Congress.

A i
(AP Laserphoto)

George Ruiz, a U.S. Postal Service employee, grabs a tax return letter from a passfhg
motorist through the driver's sun roof Monday evening as traffic backed up In front of
the main post office for people filing tax returns at the last minute.

Late filers suffer through backed-up traffic

By DARRYL EWING
Associated Press Writer

DALLAS (AP) - Giving up
money is never a pleasant business.

But some taxpayers in Dallas are
more unwilling than others, waiting
until the last possible moment to
surrender their earnings by filing
their federal income tax returns at
the city’s only open post office.

‘““They’re going to keep my
money, anyway, so I didn’t see any
big rush to get here,” said Mary
Bamett, 26, of Dallas,

Vehicles were lined up bumper-
to-bumper on an Interstate 30 access
road outside Dallas’ main post
office Monday night as taxpayers
rushed to beat the midnight deadline
for filing their 1990 income tax
returns.

Thomas Diamond, 34, of subur-
ban Mesquite said he usually tries to
file in January or February, “but this

year I knew I had t6 pay taxes, and
if I had to pay I was going to wait
until the last minute to mail it.”

Diamond had to drive across
town because the main branch was
the only one in Dallas to remain
open until midnight, assuring tax fil-
ers an April 15 postmark.

“I always have to do things late
— my Christmas shopping, my gift
shopping. It doesn’t matter. But I
didn’t like this, though,” Elizabeth
Richardson, 31, of Dallas said after
it took her 20 minutes to inch her
way to the front of the line of cars.

She added, “‘I didn’t think I
would get a refund, so that’s why I
waited this long. I did get one,
though, and I wish I would have
filed sooner.”

About a dozen postal workers
waved fluorescent lights and stood
at curbside along the access road
with big baskets into which
motorists could toss their returns

NASA sets April 23 launch date for Discovery

By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
— In one of the shortest intervals
between liftoffs in NASA history,
the space agency has set April 23
for the launch of Discovery and a
crew of seven on a mission to con-
duct Star Wars experiments.

NASA officials set the date after
a review Monday. The countdown
for the shuttle’s 7:05 a.m. liftoff
begins Saturday.

During eight days in orbit, the
astronauts will operate instruments
that will study the shuttle’s exhaust
plumes, chemical and gas releases,
and the atmosphere — information
needed to develop sensors for track-
ing enemy missiles.

The last shuttle to fly in space,
Atlantis, lifted off April 5 and
returned on Thursday.

Discovery'’s liftoff 18 days after
Atlantis would mark the first time
NASA has sent up two shuttles in
the same month.

The shortest interval between
launches was the 16 days in January
1986 between the liftoff of
Columbia and the ill-fated Chal-
lenger mission.

The last two shuttle flights of
1990 were 17 days apart because of
delays caused by hydrogen leaks.
Two missions in 1985 began 17
days apart.

Discovery was to have gone up
in early March, before Atlantis, but
it had to be taken back to the hangar
to replace cracked door hinges.

Some liftoff preparations such as
a countdown test that were done the
first time around won't have to be
repeated this time, NASA said.

It will be the 40th flight of a
shuttle and the eighth mission

The Best Delivered

Pizza In Town....

devoted to Pentagon work. Unlike
the other military flights, this one
is not classified, although some of
the results obtained will be kept
secret.

The Pentagon decided a few
years ago it was too expensive to
maintain news blackouts for shuttle
missions. The savings come to $40
million per flight, said one official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Among the issues discussed by
NASA officials Monday were the
new hinges on Discovery. -

Engineers were mystified as to
how 2-inch cracks appeared on two
of the four door mechanisms. Small-
er cracks were attributed to wear
and tear.

The 4-foot-square doors on the
belly of the orbiter must shut tightly
once the big external fuel tank drops
off shortly after liftoff. Failure to do
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so could cause the shuttle to burn up
during its fiery descent to Earth.

Atlantis’ doors closed properly
after liftoff despite hairline cracks
on its hinges.

Tiny cracks also have been
found on the hinges of Columbia
and NASA’s newest orbiter,
Endeavour, which rolls off the
assembly line next week.
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from their vehicles.

“They wait until the last minute,
and usually it’s those who owe. We
get this every year at tax time. But
we were ready for them this year,”
said Eddie Jones, 42, of Dallas, a
22-year veteran of the postal ser-
vice.

In Irving, a special drop-off was
set up at Texas Stadium, where the
Dallas Cowboys play in the autumn.

In fact, the traffic outside the
main post office Monday night
looked like game-day football traf-
fic.

“I was surprised when I got off
the interstate, because I didn’t think
it would take that long,” Diamond
said, adding the last time he filed on
the last day, things went faster.

Some groups took advantage of
the crowd outside the postal facility
to promote anti-tax causes. One sign
read, “Why was there a Boston tea

party?”

Summer session

likely on budget

AUSTIN (AP) - The state bud-
get likely will be written in a special
session around July, and it would be
“foolish™ to predict a tax increase
will not be needed, says House
Speaker Gib Lewis.

“I don’t see any way that any-
body that wants to be practical
about state government can say we
will not require some type of a tax
(increase),”” he said Monday.

The state faces an estimated $4.6
billion budget shortfall to maintain
services over the next two years.

Lewis, D-Fort Worth, has main-
tained that the state budget should
be written this regular session,
which ends May 27.

But after meeting Monday with
Gov. Ann Richards and Lt. Gov. Bob
Bullock, Lewis said he was willing
to wait until comprehensive audits of
state agency spending are completed
and a special committee on taxes
makes recommendations July 1.

“They felt very strongly about
waiting until July,” Lewis said.

Richards and Bullock have sup-
ported a summer budget session.

“That was the agreement in Jan-
uary, when we passed the audit bill.
All of us agreed to take state gov-
emment and give it a good shaking
and get to the bottom of our stale
budget,” Bullock said.

Lewis said lawmakers planned
to write a two-year state budget, as
they traditionally do.

But State Comptroller John
Sharp, whose office is conducting the
audits and who<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>