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Garland Maples of Lubbock, decked out in turn of the century golfing attire, chips out of the sand
during Wednesday's opening round of the Tri-State Senior Tournament at the Pampa Country Club.
Maples defeated Eddy Clemmons, 1-up, in fourth-flight competition. The tournament, for players 55
years of age and older, continues today through Friday. See related story, Page 9.

(Stn" photo by L.D. Strate)
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Durenberger denounced,
praised by fellow senators

By JILL LAWRENCE
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP)

to an honored elder statesman, so lavish was lh( pmm

and not the unanimous condemnation of a senator for
deliberately breaking Senate rules

The Senate voted 96-0 Wednesday to denounce Sen.
Dave Durenberger for financial wrongdoing. But first,
senators called the Minnesota Republican a man of con
science, of influence, of decency. Afterward they lined
up to hug him, shake his hand and pat his shoulder

He i1s, after all, one of them

And, as Sen. Bill Armstrong, R-Colo
this is all over and we denounce
to be our friend.”

Durenberger was disciplined for violating Senate
speaking fee and gift limits, misleading the Senate on
real estate transactions involving his Minneapolis con
dominium and converting a campaign contribution to
person: ! use.

The Senate also ordered him t0 make restitution of
up to $123,000 for money he received improperly
Durenberger has agreed to repay the money

The judgment marked the 24th time in 201 years
that the Senate disciplined one of its own. The main
case against him was made by Sen. Howell Heflin, D-
Ala., chairman of the Ethics Committee.

“I wish there was ambiguity here, but there is none.
I wish I could find innocence, or at most inadvertence,
or inattention, or simple ignorance in Sen. Durenberg
er’s actions here, but I cannot,” Heflin said somberly.

Durenberger sat nearly impassive through the three
hours of emotional remarks, clasping his hands tightly
at imes and staring intently at cach senator who spoke.

The debate was unusually personal, with senators
referring frequently to Durenberger simply by his first

[t might have been a trib

e

put 1t, “After
him, we sull want him

judgment which is required,”

name. And the chamber was unusually full, with all com-
mittee business suspended for the solemn proceeding.

Durenberger made his reputation building bridges
among senators, politically and personaily, and many of
them indicated they could not forget that as they strug-
gled with their duty.

“As senators we must unflinchingly exercise the
«said Sen. Carl Levin, D-
Mich. “As a human being, | remain a steadfast friend of
Dave Durenberger’s and an admirer of the legislative
work he has accomplished.”

Several senators said they found it hard to reconcile
the evidence with the cheerful, capable man who for 12
years has played major roles in legislation affecting the
disabled, minorities, the elderly, rural communities, the
environment and health care.

“We all know what happened. Some of us watched
it with startled mien,”” said Republican Whip Alan
Simpson of Wyoming. *“I still cannot understand,” said
Sen. Warren Rudman, R-N.H., vice chairman of the
cthics panel.

Durenberger has said his judgment was impaired by
family problems — the death of his first wife, a troubled
remarriage, four sons going through difficult adoles-
cences and tremendous financial stress.

But Rudman said none of that could excuse his con-
duct. And Durenberger, looking him in the eye from
across the aisle, nodded solemnly in agreement.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, noted with approval
Durenberger’s “resolve to reform,” a theme that suf-
fused the Minnesotan’s brief floor remarks after the
vole.

He vowed to be a better man, a better senator. He
said he would work harder, shoulder more responsibili-
ty. He called the moment an ending but also a begin-
ning. “I ask your forgiveness,” he said. “I need your
friendship.”

Closing arguments, jury deliberations
expecled today in lawsuit on insurance

By BETH MILLER
Staff Writer

Closing arguments and jury
deliberations were scheduled today
in the civil lawsuit alleging a
Pampa  couple wrongfully
“schemed” to deprive an Amarillo
woman of her father’s life insurance
benefits.

Linda Schendt, daughter of
Glenn R. McConnell, who died Jan.
11, 1988, filed the lawsuit against
Brenda Fortner and her husband,
Nick Fortner. The lawsuit was filed
in 223rd District Court in Novem-
ber 1988.

Schendt is seeking the proceeds
of two life insurance policies paid
to Brenda Fortner. They total about
$87,000. Schendt is also seeking
$500,000 in exemplary damages.

Outdoors column

debuts on Page 9

A new column for fishermen,
hunters and lovers of the outdoors
begins in today’s Sports section of
The Pampa News.

“Southwest Outdoors,” by
radio and fishing E)ers(mahty Mel
Phillips of Amarillo, debuts today

Psge9

_Phillips, a tournament bass
for the past six years,
wﬂl provide a view of the out-

~In addiﬁon 10 mnm Hews,
P tﬁpt will also write about
ur ortunities and out-

In testimony Wednesday, insur-
ance agent Jo Beth Lowery testified
that she received a call from
McConnell in the later part of 1987
saying he wanted to change
beneficiaries on some life insurance
policies.

Lowery said she met McConnell
at his residence and helped him
make changes to his policies, as he
requested her to do.

Asked if Brenda Fortner was
involved in the changes, Lowery
said, “No, she wasn’t involved in
that at all.”

Lowery said that on Nov. 2,
1987, she helped McConnell make
the changes, and McConnell told
her, “Brenda had been like a daugh-
ter to him and he wanted to see that
she and her family were taken care
of.”

Asked by the plaintiff’s attorney,
C.J. Humphrey, if she was aware
McConnell had already changed the
beneficiary on the life insurance
policy on Oct. 16, 1987, to Brenda
Fortner, Lowery said she was
unaware of that change.

In both cases, defense attorney
Rick Harris pointed out, Schendt’s
name was removed as the beneficia-
ry and Brenda Fortner was named
the beneficiary of the policy. Fort-
ner received $20,000 from that poli-
cy.

Of the other $75,000 life. insur-
ance policy in question, Fortner
received $66,175.89, Fortner testi-
fied.

Schendt alleges in her lawsuit
that the Fortners used “undue influ-
ence” on McConnell to get him to
change the two life insurance poli-
cies in the last months of his life.

She also alleges that the Fortners

Fon

moved into McConnell’s residence
following his stroke on Aug. 23,
1987, without permission. Schendt
says she was not allowed to see her
father when she wanted to and that
the Fortners turned her father
against her. Schendt said she and
her father had a “normal father and
daughter relationship” prior to the
Fortners alleged acts.

Schendt’s husband, Roy, testified
they had a power of attorney drawn
up after McConnell’s stroke because
McConnell was concerned about
some banking that needed to be
done.

“He was scared and real emo-
tional (after the stroke). He had
some cattle that were going to be
sold and worried about a lot of
things and wanted us to take care of
it for him,” Roy Scherdt said.

“We mentioned to him we didn’t
know if we could do the banking
without a power of attommey and he
said, ‘Get it.””

When McConnell was presented
the power of attorney while in St.
Anthony’s Hospital in Amarillo,
Roy Schendt said he did not think
McConnell read the document. “He
just signed his name,” Schendt said.

Schendt said he had suggested to
McConnell that he sell his cattle 10
take that worry off his mind.
Schendt said. “I'd already talked to
him about it and told him it’s your
decision, think about it.”

Schendt said he learned from
his wife that the power of attorney
was revoked on Aug. 31, ]1987.
“She didn’t understand . All she
wanted to do was help. 's all we
both wanted 10 do.” ’

Following the revoking of the

See LAWSUIT, Page 2

Mobeetie Bluegrass Festival
offers music under the stars

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
News Editor

MOBEETIE - From midnight to
sun-up, bluegrass under the stars.

Not only will bluegrass bands
from around the country be per
forming at the 11th annual Old
Mobeetie Bluegrass Festival begin
ning at 7 p.m. Friday, impromptu
bluegrass picking will take place at
various locations throughout the
park, throughout the night.

Visitors are welcomed to sit at
any camp and listen or bring their
instruments and join in.

In addition to the informal ses
sions, bluegrass lovers from around
the nation will be in Mobectie this
weekend to hear 17 professional
bluegrass groups perform during
the three-day festival.

Performances begin at 7 p.m
Friday until midnight. On Saturday,
bands will be performing on stage
from noon until midnight and on
Sunday, the groups will play gospel
songs and hymns from 9 a.m. unul
noon.

Sponsors for the event are the
Panhandle Bluegrass & Old-Tyme
Music Association and the Old
Mobeetie Association.

Among those scheduled to
appear are Selby & Friends, the
Jack Selby family of Pampa. Selby
& Friends carry on a family tradi
tion of old-time fiddle music.
Thurston Selby is a seventh genera
tion fiddler. He graduated from
Pampa High ‘School this past
spring.

Wallace Selby plays the man
dolin and enjoys calf roping. Car
olyn Selby, bass fiddle player,
teaches pre-kindergarten here. And
Jack, lead guitar, heads up the fami
ly group. ‘

The Selbys will lead off Satur-
day’s performances at noon.

Friday night, The Vinings, com-
posed of husband-and-wife team

Mobeetie Bluegrass Festival Band Schedule

7:00 - 7:40 p.m.
7:45 - 8:00 p.m.
8:05 - 8:45 p.m.
8:50 - 9:30 p.m.
9:35 - 10:15 p.m.
10:20 - 11:00 p.m.
11:25 - 12:00 midnight
12:00 - 12:30 p.m
12:35 - 1:05 p.m
210 - 1:30 p.m.
1:35 - 2:05 p.m.
2:10 - 2:45 p.m
3:10 - 3:45 p.m
3:50 - 4:05 p.m.
110 - 4:50 p.m.
1-55 S-X()p m
5:35- 6:10 p.m
6:15 - 6:30 p.m.
6:35- 7:15 p.m.
7:20 - 8:00 p.m.
8:05- 8:45p.m.
8:50 - 9:00 p.m
9:00 - 9:40 p.m
9:45 - 10:25 p.m.
10:30 - 11:10 p.m.
11:15 - 12:00 midnight
9:00 - 9:40 a.m
9:45 - 10:25 a.m.
10:30 - 11:10 a.m.
11:15 - 12:00 noon

FRIDAY, July 27
Cherokee Junction, Wurtland, Ky.
Texas Thunder Cloggers, Amarillo

Burk Brothers & Others, Elk City, Okla.
West Texas & Mini-Grass, Amarillo
Second Time Around, Rowlett

Texas Thunder Cloggers, Amarillo
Cherokee Junction, Wurtland, Ky.

SATURDAY, July 28
Selby Family, Pampa
Smith, Bonner & Associates, Balko, Okla.
Helton Harmony, Allison
West Texas Ranch Hands, Amarillo
Red Oak, Dallas/Fort Worth
Second Time Around, Rowlett
Allen Zion Top-O-Texas Cloggers, Amarillo
Meadowlake Boys, Sherman
High Velocity, Amarillo
Gore Brothers, Big Lake
Allen Zion Top-O-Texas Cloggers, Amarillo
Concho Grass, San Angelo
Meadowlake Boys, Sherman
Second Time Around, Rowlett
Guitar Give-A-Way
Red Oak, Dallas/Fort Worth
Gore Brothers, Big Lake
Concho Grass, San Angelo
Tri-State Bluegrass Express, Amarillo

SUNDAY, JULY 29
Smith Family Christian Band, Waxahachie
Knee Deep in Bluegrass, Amarillo
Helton Harmony, Allison
Avalanche Bluegrass, Clinton, Okla.

Brian and Joan Vining, will play
from 10:20 p.m. until 11 p.m. Brian,
who plays lead guitar, is an officer
with First National Bank of Pampa,
and his wife Joan is an officer with
AmWest Savings and Loan Associa-
tion in Pampa.

Another favorite local group list-
ed is the Tri- Slalc Bluegrass
Express.

Wayne Tolbert, Jim Holmes and
Bill Smith are veteran bluegrass
performers who joined to form a

group of their own in 1975, along
with Charlie Casey on guitar and
Rory Kelly on banjo.

Later, Eddie Maxwell took over
as banjo player and Eudell Gifford
of Lefors came on as lead singer
and guitar player.

Now Eddie Kitchen plays banjo
for the group, which has played for
festivals around the country, has not
missed a single Mobeetie bluegrass
festival and who at one time had

See FESTIVAL, Page 2

School board to discuss career. ladder

Teachers who applied for career
ladder status with the Pampa Inde-
pendent School District during
1989-90 will learn if they were
accepted during a special board of
education meeting 8 am. Monday,
July 30, at Carver Center.

Incoming superintendent Dr.
Dawson Orr said the board will
receive a list of proposed candidates
that were selected by a committee
made up of professional peers.

If that list is accepted by the
board, those teachers reaching level
IT will receive approximately $1,700
during the coming school year in
additional compensation, as provid-
ed by state law.

Teachers already on level Il who are

advanced to level 111 will receive around
of $3 400 in extra compensation.

Orr said 112 teachers are being
recommended for level II and 50
teachers have been proposed by the
peer committee as qualifying for
level I11.

By state law, no teachers in the
state will be eligible for level IV
until the conélusion of the 1990-91
school year.

Current career ladder eligibility
is based upon teacher evaluations
from the 1988-89 school year, along
with post-graduate work or
advanced academic studies, district
officials said.

Trustees are also scheduled o
consider bids on furniture and

audio/visual equipment for several
classrooms.

“We have got to get the bids
(accepted) and in the mail,” Orr
said. “If we don’t go ahead and
order, they won't get here in time
for the start of school.”

He said the unusual morning
meeting is due to the need to hear
and accept low bids and make
appropriate purchases.

“Until we get fairly well into the
budget process, we don’t know what
we can do on furniture and A/V

"Onaphad."Onoewrn
Mpon.lmwmdunm _

He estimated the meeting would

“last about 20 minutes; not very

long at all.”
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Obituaries

MARY ELIZABETH COFFEE LINDSEY

PLAINVILLE, Kan Mary Elhizabeth Cofiee; 76
a former Pampa, Texas, resident, died Tuesday, July
24, 1990. Services will be at 2 p.m. today in Moore

Funeral Chapel at Plainville with Pastor David John

son officiating. Bunial will be at 11 a.m. Friday
Panhandle Cemetery at Panhandle, Texas

Mrs. Lindsey was born 1in Ochiltree County and
moved to Plamville in 1963. She had been a ‘seCre
tary/bookkeeper for Motor Inn Auto Supply in
Pampa, She married Tom Lindsey in 1946 at Pampa
he preceded her in death in 1984. She was a home

of First Chrisuan Church. She
club and Gamma Alpha

maker and a member
was a member

LS A A
- . 1]

of a garden
was a tormer ieader ol a Uirl Scout troop

Survivors include a son, Robert Fleming of
Plainville: a sister, Una Jo Sosebee of Anson; and
two grandchildres

I'he family requests

County Nursing

memorials be made to Rooks

Home or to First Christian Church

Police report

'he Pampa Police Department reported the fol
lowing incidents during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today

WEDNESDAY, July 25

J.P. Heath, 318 W
residence

Jim Maxwell, 1700 W
criminal mischief at the residence

Ruth Thompson, 724 Lefors, reported burglary of
a motor vehicle at the residence

Kimberly Dunn, 921 E. Fisher, reported burglary
of a motor vehicle at the residence

Furr's Emporium, 1233 N. Hobart
theft at the business.

Laticia Hemandez, 501 Magnolia, reported a bur
glary at the residence

Don Coble, 1116 Prairie Dr
mischief at the residence.

Richard Ellis, 528 Magnolia, reported criminal
mischief at the residence

Minit Mart, 1106 Alcock, reported a theft at the
business

Randy Edward Pryor, 600 Deane Dr.,
burglary of a motor vehicle at the residence

Arrests
WEDNESDAY, July 25

James Dale Sells, 20, 925 E. Albert, was arrested
at the police department on a warrant. He was
released 1o work.

John Dale Coil, 25, 429 N. Chuisty, was arrested
at 534 W. Brown on three warrants.

George Hamlin Jackson, 21, 522 W. Crawford,
was arrested in the 600 block of West Foster on
charges of operating an unregistered vehicle, no
motor vehicle inspection, no proof of liability insur-

Foster, reported a theft at the

#9

Kentucky reported

n'purlml a

reported criminal

reported

Daily Record

Hospital

CORONADO Lean
HOSPITAL Lura Mynear
Admissions Deer

Mark Smith, Pampa

White
Helen Hamilton
Pampa
Walter | oove Panhandle
Jeff Putman, Pampa

SHAMROCK
HOSPITAL

Audrey Stewart Admissions
Pampa None
Dismissals Dismissals
Virgima Cooper, Mc INone
I'he following grain quotations are Cabot 3112 dn 1/8
fed Wheele vans of Cabat O&G 165/8 N(
Pampa Chevron 63/4 dn]
Whea Coca-Cola 45144 dn 172
Milo 4.08 Enror 5578 up 1/8
4.65 Halliburtor 5258 dn 5/8
owing show the prices for Ingersoll Rand 54 dn 172
KNT 2412 uwp¥s
a at the um npilatior Kerr McGese 48 14 dn 3/8
Ky. Ce 1 4 Limited 203/4 dn 1/8
Se 67/8 Mapco 45 dn 144
» enta 2 = Maxxus 1058 N(
['he following show the prices for McDonald's 323172 dn3/A4
which these aal fu w id Mesa Lud 414 up 1/8
at the ume of compilator Mobil 65172 dn 172
Magella 61 New Atmos 17 NC
P I 3.36 Penncy’s 575/8 NC
Phillips 28 1/8 dn 3/8
e following 9:30 a.m. N.Y. SLB 6412 dnlp
k Market quotations are fur SPS 27344 up 18
i by Edward D. Jones & Co. of Tenneco 6512 N(
Px Texaco 621/8 dn 18
Ar i ) New York Gold 369.00
A . 4 8¢

Fires

l'he Pampa Fire Department reported the follow-
ing call during the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
today

WEDNESDAY, July 25
1:46 p.m. — A small grass fire at 604 N. Davis was
out on arrival. One unit and two firefighters respond
ed

Minor accidents

The Pampa Police Department reported no acci-
dents during the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

Calendar of events

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK

T'he Red Cross office sponsors a free blood pres-
sure check every Friday from 11 am. to 1 p.m. at 108
N. Russell, downtown Pampa.

ALIBATES AREA
HERITAGE FOUNDATION

The summer meeting of the Alibates Area Her-
itage Foundation will be Friday at 7 p.m. at 2010
Lakeview in Fritch. Plans will be made for the fall
Alibates tour, and current legislation regarding the
Alibates National Monument and Lake Meredith
recreation area will be discussed. For more informa-
tion, contact Charles or Janelle Williams at 1-865-

ed in the 300 block of North Ne
rants.

ance and violation of driver’s license restriction.
Michael D. Cox, 26, 1160 Prairie Dr., was arrest

LEFORS CITY MARSHAL

3391.

Ison on three war-

Emergency numbers

Arrest AMDBIMNCE .. .ccscvviivsnsissssisssiomasusmsissssssssssisssssssssina 911

THURSDAY, July 26 BC ..o iosvosuvsnnvosisninironsirssboisrssessmaisssesiesinsnonpsasasitonsossn 911

Ike D. Hill, 17, Lefors, was charged with disor- PoliCe (EMETGENCY).....cccruicrrmriirieinivnisemiensseinssnraanaes 911
derly conduct. Police (NON-eMergency)........cccceevveeveeecueernenns 665-8481
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power of attorney, Roy Schendt said
his father-in-law acted “bitter” to
him. “He was cold and acted like he
didn’t care 10 see me.

“There was never a question in
my mind that something had hap-
pened to turn Glenn against us.”

Also alleged in the lawsuit is that
the Fortners told McConnell that Roy
Schendt said he was going to sell all
of the cattle and the property and put
McConnell in a nursing home.

Both Fortners deny ever telling
McConnell anything about Schendt
putting him in a nursing home.
Brenda Fortner testified she did tell
McConnell that Roy Schendt
planned to sell all of the cattle

Roy Schendt also testified he
had heard McConnell refer to Bren
da Fortner as “daughter,” and her
refer to McConnell as “dad,”
although she was not McConnell’s
biological daughter.

He described McConnell as a
“tough, but a caring man.”

Following his stroke, McConnell
learned he had terminal cancer.

Linda Schendt testified that in
early September when she called
her father’s house, Brenda Fortner
told her, “I don’t believe he wants to
speak to you.”

She said her father also told her
in a telephone conversation, “I've
been told what you were going to
do. I'm not going 1o speak to you.
I'm not going to forget about it,”
and then hung up on Schendt.

In December, Schendt said, her

in the parkir
ed on the asphalt head first.

occurred about

i
e

A 28-year-old man was knocked unconscious
afternoon after he fell out of the bed of a
lot of Coronado Center and land-

Jeff Putman was taken to Coronado Hospital by

father’s attitude did soften some-
what toward her.

Questioned by Harris about the
“normal” father-daughter relation-
ship Schendt said she had with her
father, Schendt said her mother and
father divorced in May 1965 and
she did not see her father for about
six years following that.

“Do you call that a normal
father-daughter relationship?” Har-
ris asked.

Schendt said she believed the
two developed a better relationship
after 1971.

Asked about the allegation that
her father lacked a “mental capabili-
ty to change his insurance benefits,”
Schendt said that she felt like her
father was not himself following his
stroke and was not capable of mak-
ing the changes.

Harris showed Schendt medical
documents signed by McConnell and
witnessed by medical professionals
in late 1987. He asked her if she
thought medical professionals would
sign the documents if they believed
her father was not of “mental sound-
ness,” or was having “insane delu-
sions” as alleged in her lawsuit. The
documents included a living will and
a consent for chemotherapy.

Harris also asked Schendt if she
thought her father lacked the mental
capability to leave her a trust fund
in his will dated Dec. 17, 1987. She
said she did.

“If you believe he didn’t have
the mental capacity, why did you
not contest it (the will)?”

Schendt said, “We couldn’t
afford to go after the wills.”

“He didn’t know

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Jim Osbome testified that he had
known McConnell most of his life
and they were friends.

“He related to me that they (Nick
and Brenda) were doing a good job
and he was glad to have somebody
to take care of him.”

Asked if the Fortners encouraged
McConnell to drink, as also alleged
in the lawsuit, Osbome said, “Glenn
did what he wanted.”

Osborne also said McConnell
had told him he would take care of
the Fortners in a monetary way.

Nick Fortner testified that in the
last months of McConnell’s life he
looked after him a majority of the
time and many times McConnell
would tell him he was taking a nap
and to take messages, he did not
want to be disturbed.

Fortner said he did pass that
message along several times to
Linda Schendt.

Nick Fortner said McConnell
was upset about the power of attor-
ney incident with his daughter and
son-in-law.

Willie Heuston’s deposition was
read into the record. Heuston has
since died, so his deposition was
used for his testimony. Heuston said
McConnell referred to Brenda Fort-
ner as his “daughter,” but did not
speak much about his blood daugh-
ter, Linda Schendt.

Brenda Fortner said, “I feel like
if Linda and Glenn had been as close
as my father and I were, I'd never be
in this place ... the way we (Fortner's
father and herself) were, there is no
way there’d be another woman in
my father’s life between us.”

Man injures head after falling off pickup

I was jumping on and I didn’t know

he was taking off and when he did, I fell over back-
wards on my head.”

He was reportedly standing on the lower tailgate of

ambulance after

the truck when the vehicle started forward.

Putman said he was knocked out, but did not suffer
a concussion, according 1o his physicians. He said a cut
on his head was stitched up by medical staff at the hos-
pital

Police listed the driver of the 1989 Dodge Dakota
pickup as Michael David Cook of 405 Graham.

Authorities worked a report on the incident due to
the injury, but no citations were issued.

Souter urged legislators not to involve
judges in making decisions on abortions

By JOHN KING
Associated Press Writer

CONCORD, N.H.-(AP) As a
state judge nine years ago, Supreme
Court nominee David Souter urged
New Hampshire's legislature not to
idopt a law that would have put
judges in the position of approving
abortions for minors if their parents
refused permission.

Souter did not express a personal
stand on the issue, but said his fellow
judges had decided that a measure
then pending before the state legisla
ture would promote “shopping for
judges™ because it did not include
guidelines on how judges should act.
Therefore, he said, the bill would
unfairly leave such decisions up to
individual judges with varied opin-
ions on abortion, resulting in incon-
sistent application of any such law.

New Hampsiiire abortion rights
activist Peg Dobbie said Wednesday
that Souter’s letter was critical to
efforts to kill the legislation. She
added, “But while it helped us, you
can’t read into it anything about how
he might feel personally about abor-
tion,”” an issue likely to dominate
Souter’s Senate confirmation hearings.

Dawn Johnsen, legal director for
the National Abortion Rights Action
League in Washington, said the let-
ter was reason for the Senate to
probe Souter’s views on constitu-
tional issues surrounding abortion
during its hearings. But she said
NARAL did not view the letter as
revealing Souter’s inclinations on
the central abortion issue.

Storm weakens

MIAMI (AP) - Tropical storm
Arthur weakened Thursday as it
moved slowly through the Caribbean
Sea, its winds dropping from near-
hurricane strength of 70 mph at day-
break to 50 mph by noon, the
National Hurricane Center said.

A tropical storm watch remained
up for the southern coasts of Haiti
and the Dominican Republic, but
the storm was on a track that made

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Festival

their own television show on KVII-
TV.

For those who like to see fine
dancing, the Texas Thunder Clog-
gers and Allen Zion Top O’ Texas
Cloggers, both of Amarillo, will be
performing periodically throughout
the festival.

Others performing in the festival
this year include High Velocity of
Amarillo; Cherokee Junction of
Waurtland, Ky.; Burk Brothers and
Others of Elk City, Okla.; West
Texas & Mini-Grass of Amarillo;
Second Time Around of Rowlett;
Smith, Bonner & Associates of
Balko, Okla.; Helton Harmony of
Allison; West Texas Ranch Hands

City briefs

“I think it is not very illuminat-
ing on Judge Souter’s position on
the constitutional right to privacy,
including the right to choose,”
Johnsen said.

She said it “suggests that Judge
Souter might vote with conservatives
on the court to allow a law that man-
dated parental consent without any
escape valve for teen-agers who are
victims of child abuse and family
violence,” and thus are unable to dis-
cuss an abortion with their parents.

The 1981 letter, written to the
chairwoman of the legislative com-
mittee considering a parental consent
bill, is one of Souter’s few public
actions addressing the abortion issue.

In his one abortion-related deci-
sion on the issue as a judge, Souter
gave little insight as to how he
might vote if confirmed and con-
fronted with the opportunity to
overturn the 1973 Roe vs. Wade
decision legalizing abortion.

In 1986, Souter sided with the
majority in a ruling that said physi-
cians have a responsibility to test
unborn children for birth defects
and, in the event defects are detect-
ed, to counsel the pregnant woman
about options -including abortion.

A month after the Roe vs. Wade
decision, Souter was among the Con-
cord Hospital board members at a
meeting at which the board approved
allowing abortions at the hospital.

Two board members contacted
Wednesday, Dean Williamson and
Marilyn Wilson, said they recalled
only non-controversial discussion
and a unanimous voice vote in favor

of allowing abortions. Neither
recalled Souter speaking during the
discussion.

“This was a medical procedure
vote, not a social issues vote,” Ms.
Wilson said. “It was not over the
rights or wrongs of abortion but
rather about our responsibility as a
miedical fa{,ﬂiiy in iigili of ihe law.”

In his 1981 letter on behalf of
fellow Superior Court justices,
Souter said the bill before the legis-
lature failed to provide guidelines
for the judges to use in deciding
whether to allow minors to receive
abortions if they did not have
parental consent.

Abortion-rights advocates said
there. was nothing in the letter to
shed light on Souter’s personal
viewson abortion.

“I can’t for a minute say that this
indicates he is opposed to restric-
tions on abortion; it’s 100 vague (o
make any interpretation at all,” said
Peg Dobbie of the New Hampshire
chapter of the National Abortion
Rights Action League.

“I wish we could say that you
could interpret this that way, but you
could just as easily say that he
favors a parental consent law but
just doesn’t think the court or the
judges should be involved.”

Indeed, other Superior Court
judges since Souter was elevated to
the state Supreme Court have sent
virtually identical letters to the leg-
islature during debate of other
parental-consent bills over the past
decade, all of which have been
defeated.

in movement across Caribbean

it less of a threat to Hispaniola, the
island shared by the two countries,
forecasters said.

At 11 a.m. CDT, Arthur’s top
sustained winds of 50 mph — well
below the 74 mph minimum-hurri-
cane strength — were centered near
latitude 15.3 north and longitude
69.0 west, or about 230 miles south-
southeast of Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic. &

of Amarillo; Red Oak of Dallas/Fort
Worth and Travis Whaley of Vega.

Also playing will be Concho
Grass of San Angelo, the Mead-
owlake Boys of Sherman, Gore
Brothers of Big Lake, the Smith
Family Christian Band of Waxa-
hachie, Knee Deep in Bluegrass of
Amarillo and Avalanche Bluegrass
of Clinton, Okla.

Panhandle Bluegrass & Old-
Tyme Music Association was formed
in 1979 by a group of music lovers
who wanted to see bluegrass and the
country’s folk music live on. Togeth-
er they organized the first Old
Mobeetie Bluegrass Festival in 1980.

The original festival was quite
small with just a few bands per-
forming and a few people coming to
watch.

It was moving west-northwest at
20 and was expected to continue
that motion through the day, said
Hal Gerrish, a hurricane specialist at
the center in suburban Coral Gables.

‘““Some further decrease in
strength is likely during the next 24
hours,” he said.

Storm warnings for Trinidad,
Tobago, Grenada and Grenada
dependencies were discontinued.

In the 11 years that have passed,
the association’s membership has
grown to more than 300 families.
The festival has grown to 16 out-
standing groups and hundreds of
spectators.

It has grown so well, organizers
say, that now the festival proceeds,
along with membership fees, has
been the sole source of the organiza-
tion’s income.

Profits from the festival have
allowed the music association to
build a new stage and ticket booth,
to plant trees, add electrical hookup
and purchase a storage building for
the festival grounds.

Visitors to the festival also help
the Old Mobeetie Jail meet require-
ments to qualify for government
funding.

BRICK REPAIR. If your home
has brick that need repair, call
Harley Knutson. 665-4237. Adv.

GUARANTEED ROOFING
Repair. You can afford. 665-7006.
Adv.

SUNTAN SPECIAL, get a tan
$25 per month. Shear Elegance, 400
N. Cuyler, 669-9579. Adv.

PERM SALE Accent 410 Stark-
weather, lots of specials! 669-0702.
Adv.

ADDINGTON'S TIGHT Fittin
Jeans Contest, come by and vote,
winners announced Saturday! Rock-
ys $10 off, new relaxed fit Wran-
glers for women $29.95. Adyv.

DANCE TO Silver Creek, Satur-
day 28th, Moose Lodge. Members
and guests. Adv

6 PURE bred Pampa puppies for
sale. 665-1405. Adv.

PERMS $25, man's haircut $8,
kids haircut $6. Shear Elegance 400
N. Cuyler, 669-9579. Walk-ins wel-
come. Adv.

BETTE'S HAS regrouped and
repriced all Summer clearance ‘mer-
chandise and accessories. 708 N.
Hobart. Adv.

TAMMY'S CUT-UPS, for
friendly and professional service.
816 N. Hobart or 665-6558. Tammy
Carter, Carla Taylor, Belinda Col-
lier, Earma Pyle, Mary Wariner, all
formerly of Shear Elegance. Come
see us! Walkins welcome. Adv.

CROCKERY JARS: New ship-
ment. Special prices. Pampa Hard-
ware, 120 N. Cuyler, 669-2579.
Adv.

EASLEY ANIMAL Hospital, N.
Loop 171 at Hwy 70, invites you to
our Open House July 23 through 27
to welcome Dr. and Mrs. Randy
Skaggs to our community and prac-
tice. Refreshments. Adv.

TOP O Texas Kennel Club spon-
sors trick classes for your dog. Pup-
pies 3 months and older accepted.
Shots required. 665-0300, 665-5622
Leave message. Adv.

LANCER CLUB Bar for rent.
669-3940. Adv.

V.F.W. AUXILIARY covered
dish dinner, Friday 6:30, Post home.

LOST WIRE spoke hub cap for
15 inch wheel. 665-2223. Adv.

SUMMER CLEARANCE. 75%
off. All jewelry and accessories 50%
10 75% off. The Clothes Line. Adv.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST
Tonight, partly cloudy with a 20
percent chance of thunderstorms, a
low in the mid 60s and southerly
winds 10-20 mph and gusty. Friday,
partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of thunderstorms, a high in
the low 90s, and southwesterly
winds 10-20 mph and gusty.
Wednesday’s high was 92; the
overnight low was 67.
REGIONAL FORECAST
West Texas — Partly cloudy north
and far west tonight, mostly cloudy
south. Partly cloudy arcawide Fri-
day. Widely scattered thunder-
storms, mainly in the afternoon and
evening. Lows tonight from mid 60s
to low 70s. Highs Friday in the 90s.
North Texas - Partly cloudy
through Friday with widely scat-
tered, mainly af<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>