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meeting in Geneva

By PETER JAMES SPIEL-
MANN
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Arab diplomats say they have
enough votes for an unpre-
cedented measure to move the
U.N. General Assembly from
New Yorkto Geneva so PLO chief
Yasser Arafat can address the
world body on the Palestinian
issue.

U.N. Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar accused the Un
ited States on Sunday of violating
‘its U.N. treaty by refusing to
issue a U.S. visa to Arafat to
speak to the General Assembly.

The Arab Group of U.N. mem-
ber states planned to meet today
torecommend moving the Gener-
al Assembly. )

The State Department denied a
visa to the Arafat on Saturday,
saying the Palestine Liberation
Organization chairman ‘‘knows
of, condones and lends support
to’’ terrorist attacks

President Reagan lauded the
decision. ‘‘I think the other way
would have sent out the wrong
signal — that we are patsies,’’ he
said in Santa Barbara, Calif.

‘OPEC to cut output, raise prices

By SALLY JACOBSEN
Associated Press Writer

VIENNA, Austria (AP) — OPEC oil minis-
ters today reached an agreement on a new
production accord that will sharply cut their
output and raise crude oil prices

‘“There is an agreement,’”’ said Feredoon
Barkeshli, senior Iranian delegate, after
meeting for more than 30 minutes with Ril
wanu Lukman, president of the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

The agreement will set the cartel’s refer
ence price at $18 a barrel.

Saudi Arabia had made a last-ditch
attempt to set a minimum price of $15 in the
accord, but that effort met resistance

Saudi Arabia’s oil minister, Hisham Nazer,
said late Sunday the proposal was designed to
prevent prices from falling below $15. But
other ministers said the minimum price
could become the ceiling price.

Despite the benchmark of $18 a barrel,
prices recently have been running at $14 or
less. Prices rose last week on news of a tenta
tive accord.

Each $1 rise in the price of crude oil theore
tically means a pickup of 2.5 cents a gallon in
retail gasoline prices, although oil com

panies do not always pass along the full in-
crease.

Barkeshli on Sunday said the Saudi propos-
al was ‘““a major divergence from OPEC re-
solutions so far’’ and could ‘‘totally sabotage
the agreement.”’

“Iran is not going to accept this type of
idea,’’ he said.

Barkeshli said that among OPEC’s 13
members, Algeria, Nigeria and Libya also
opposed changing the $18 benchmark. Vene-
zuelan Oil Minister Julio Cesar Gil said his
country favors maintaining the $18 price.

The accord would reduce the cartel’s out-
put from the current estimated 22.5 million
barrels a day to 18.5 million barrels a day.
Within that total, each country would be
given a production quota, or ceiling.

The ministers had been scheduled to re-
sume their formal discussions Sunday, but
they were postponed until today.

Barkeshli had said the Saudi plan ‘‘is a ma-
jor divergence from OPEC resolutions so
far” and ‘““‘can totally sabotage the agree-
ment."”’

Barkeshli said the Iranian oil minister,
Gholamreza Aghazadeh, had agreed to a
tentative proposal that kept the benchmark
at $18

The dispute surfaced Sunday morning
when Barkeshli told reporters there were
still some points to be worked out.

Aghazadeh, who flew to Tehran on Friday,
had by that time announced his govern-
ment’s acceptance of the plan.

Late Sunday, Nazer appeared in the lobby
of the luxury hotel where most of the OPEC
delegations are staying.

““All we intend is the prevention of the de-
terioration of the price below $15,” he said.
“What we wanted is even to eliminate a refer-
ence to the $18, justin case .., the price might
even go‘beyond $18." s -

Oil prices rose Friday on word that OPEC
reached a tentative production pact.

The idea is to trim production, dry up the
glut on the market and lift weak prices. If
countries stick to their quotas, Nazer said,
prices could climb beyond $18 a barrel.

Nazer insisted he would not back down.
Asked if he would remain firm even at the
risk of scuttling an agreement, he replied,
“Well, that depends on them.”

Many OPEC countries need more money
from their oil sales. Iran and Iraq want addi-
tional revenues to rebuild their economies,
which were badly damaged in their eight-
year war.

Tighter rules making home loans scarce

Reaction from other nations
was largely negative. Arafat has
not commented on the decision.

Perez de Cuellar said the move
to deny Arafat a visa violates the
1947 agreement under which the
United States promises not to in-
terfere in U.N. matters.

‘“‘Such a decision is incompati-
ble with the obligations of the host
country under the Headquarters
Agreement,”’ he said. ‘‘If main-
tained, this action is likely to
complicate and render more dif-
ficult the further debates on the
question of Palestine and the
situation in the Middle East.”’

A nearly one-year Palestinian
uprising in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip has
left more than 300 Palestinians
and 11 Israelis dead.

The policy-making Palestine
National Council, the PLO parlia-
ment-in-exile, proclaimed an in-
dependent Palestinian state dur-
ing its meeting in Algiers on Nov.
15. More than 30 countries, most
of them Arab, have formally rec-
ognized the state

The Palestine homeland proc-
lamation implicitly recognized
Israel by endorsing a U.N. resolu-
tion that guarantees all Middle
East states the right to exist in
peace. It promised to restrict
guerrilla activity

The Arab League’'s U.N.
ambassador, Clovis Maksoud,
said Sunday he has enough votes
to reconvene the General Assem-
bly in special session in Geneva.

The non-aligned group in the
U.N. has 101 of the 159 voting
members in the General Assem-
bly. The PLO has non-voting
observer status.

Approval to move the U.N.
body to Geneva would require a
simple majority of the 159. The
members have regularly
approved Palestinian-backed re-
solutions by an overwhelming
majority.

“I really don't see any problem
if the resolution is proposed in a
reasonable manner,”” Maksoud
said. .

Maksoud said the Arab group
probably will call for postpone-
ment of debate on Palestine in the
regular session, scheduled to end
by mid-December, and recon-
vene in December or January in
Geneva.

Earlier this year, Arab and de-
veloping nations considered mov-
ing the current session to Geneva
when a U.S. attempt to close the
PLO’'s U.N. observer mission
was working its way through U.S.
courts.

In March, the General Assem-
bly voted 148-2 to condemn the
U.S. attempt to evict the PLO
Mission by attempting to enforce
an anti-terrorism law. Only
Israel joined the United States in
voting against the resolution.

King Hussein of Jordan and
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak have agreed to spear-
head the effort to reconvene the
General Assembly elsewhere.

HOUSTON (AP) — The failures
of Texas savings and loans and
tighter federal controls on re
maining thrifts have created a
money shortage that may force
home builders to turn toward
other funding sources to survive,
industry officials say

“It's getting harder and harder
to come by financing with the res
traints the regulators are putting
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onthe S&Ls,” Tom Walker, presi-
dent of the Greater Houston Buil
ders Association, told the Hous
ton Chronicle. '‘It’s a real prob
lem for us.”

The problem is serious enough
that some Houston builders say a
shortage of homes is a possibility
Financing is scarce for model
homes or any house that isn’t sold
before construction begins

As a result, Walker said, buil
ders may be forced to turn away
from traditional loans and look
instead to foreign banks, insur-
ance companies or government
bonds.

Tom King, president of the
Texas Savings and Loan League,
said the problem stems from a
regulation imposed about three
months ago on thrifts by the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board

The regulation limits the
growth of deposits and loans at
insolvent thrifts, he said

‘“As long as the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board strictly en-
forces that regulation, especially
in Texas, it will hinder the econo-

mic development of Texas,”’
King said

Signe Allen, spokeswoman for
the Bank Board, rejected critic-
ism that the federal regulators
are hindering the economic re
covery of Texas

“The housing market in Hous-
ton is dependent on a whole lot
more economic factors than what
our supervisors say is OK or not
OK,"’ she said.

Allen said regulators had im-
posed no ban on construction and
no ban on construction lending,
but adds that many federal su
pervisors overseeing lending
activity are taking a conserva
tive approach in directing the op-
eration of thrifts

As a result, Houston home buil-
der Gary L. Wilkerson is unable
to get a loan to build despite four
buyers who have already signed
contracts.

“It has reached critical propor-
tions,’’ said Wilkerson, who ex
pects to build about 40 homes this
year. ‘“The main problem is the
S&Ls. The feds have put a clamp

Poll shows Americans doubt

down on the S&Ls where they
can’t loan to us for any reason.”’

Jim DeLaPlaine, the Houston
area vice president of the Texas
Association of Builders, said buil-
ders in Dallas, Fort Worth and
San Antonio have been complain
ing about the same problem

One Dallas builder recently
had to dip into his company’s own
funds to complete a half-built
house when federal regulators
closed the thrift that provided the
construction loan, DeLaPlaine
said.

DeLaPlaine said the associa-
tion is planning ‘‘to warn builders
they need to be aware of the
solvency of their lenders.”’

Builders that construct 100
houses a year generally maintain
ce®dit lines of $15 million to $20
million, he said. A single con-
struction loan usually covers 50
percent to 70 percent of the value
of the house, with the builder’s
cash making up the remainder,
DeLaPlaine said.

Making a wish?

Abigeil Armendariz, 7, of Odessa daydreams of Christmas
toys while watching a demonstration of electrical trains at

a local discount store recently
ing relatives for the holidays.
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(Staff photo by Duane A. Laverty)

. Abigeil was in Pampa visit-

By GARY LANGER
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Americans want military
patrols and a crackdown on users to combat illegal
drugs, but many doubt the choice of Vice Presi
dent-elect Dan Quayle to run the effort, a Media
General-Associated Press poll has found.

Although George Bush made a campaign pledge
to put his running mate in charge of the fight
against drugs, only 32 percent of the 1,084 adults
surveyed said Quayle was the right man for the
job.

As many weren't sure about the selection, and 36
percent said Quayle was not the right choice tolead
the drug war. Republicans were more supportive
of Quayle, but fewer than half of them backed him
as drug chief.

Although the bill creating the Cabinet-level drug
czar prohibits the official from holding another
federal post, Bush has indicated he might have the
drug czar report to Quayle.

The nationwide poll’s respondents far and away
said reducing the federal budget deficit should be

Bush’s top priority as president — 10 times as
many as picked drugs. Majorities backed a tax
crackdown and cuts in defense spending to address
the deficit

The survey also found support for restrictions on
foreign investments in the United States, and
broad backing for aggressive measures to address
the federal trade deficit, including higher import
taxes and quotas.

On drugs, six in 10 favored drug testing of all
federal employees and two in 10 favored testing
some of them. The government now conducts ran-
dom tests of federal workers in sensitive jobs, and
has proposed testing privately employed trans-
portation workers.

There also was support for other drug-fighting
efforts. Eight in 10 said Bush should push for a
crackdown on illegal drug users and as many or
more backed more federal spending for drug en-
forcement, education and treatment.

Three-quarters said the military should patrel
the nation’s borders for drug smugglers. But con-
siderably fewer, 40 percent, said the military
should strike at illegal drug operatiors abroad.

In addressing the deficit, respondents firmly
opposed most new or higher taxes. Most also
opposed cuts in spending for domestic programs
such as welfare or a freeze in Social Security be-
nefits. ‘

Strong majorities, however, supported higher
taxes on cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. And a
narrow majority, 52 percent, favored defense
spending cuts.

The survey also found overwhelming support for
an Internal Revenue Service crackdown to collect
taxes, an approach urged by Democratic nominee
Michael Dukakis in the presidential campaign but
ridiculed by Bush.

The poll, conducted Nov. 10-20, had a margin of
sampling error of plus or minus 3 percentage
points.

Those polled were asked: ‘‘What do you think
should be George Bush’s No. 1 priority once he
takes office?’’ Thirty-four percent said the deficit,
an unusually high rate of agreement in an open-
ended question.

Noother category drew a response rate in double
digits. Seven percent cited other economic mat-

Quayle choice for drug czar

ters, 5 percent said poverty or homelessness, 5
percent said defense and the rest were other
1Ssues.

Only 3 percent said drugs, an issue that ranked
far higher in importance in pre-election polls dur-
ing the summer but then faded in the fall.

Respondents gave mixed signals on how to
address the deficit. Two-thirds, for example, fa-
vored higher corporate taxes — but a third of that
group said they would change their minds if cor-
porations responded by raising prices.

Opposition to other taxes was stronger: Eight in
10 opposed higher personal income taxes, three-
quarters opposed higher gasoline taxes, three-
quarters opposed taxing the Social Security be-
nefits of higher-income Americans and 64 percent
opposed a national sales tax. ‘

Media General Inc., a communications com-
pany based in Richmond, Va., publishes the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch, the Richmond News Lead-
er, the Tampa (Fla.) Tribune and the Winston-
Salem (N.C.) Journal, and operates TV stations
WXFL in Tampa, WCBD in Charleston, S.C., and
WIJKS in Jacksonville, Fla. ‘
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Services tomorrow

Hospital

WALCHER, Leroy Davidson — 2 p.m.,
First United Methodist Church, Panhandle.

JOHNSON, Dustin Calloway —10:30 a.m .,
graveside, Clarendon

Obituaries

VELMA CARVER

CANADIAN Services for Velma Carver, 88,
were to be at 2 p.m. today in First Christian
Church of Canadian. Burial was to follow in Cana-
dian Cemetery under the direction of Stickley
Hill Funeral Home

Mrs. Carver died Saturday in Amarillo.

She was a life-time resident of Canadian. She
was a charter member of First Christian Church
and the PEO club.

Survivors include one son, Frank Carver of
Canadian; one sister, Vera Tepe of Canadian;
and three grandchildren

LEROY DAVIDSON WALCHER

PANHANDLE — Leroy Davidson Walcher, 69,
a member of the Pampa Senior Citizens Center,
died Saturday. Services are set for 2 p.m. Tues-
day in First United Methodist Church with the
Rev. David Edwards, pastor, officiating. Burial
will be in Panhandle Cemetery by Minton-
Chatwell Funeral Directors.

Mr. Walcher was born in Gage, Okla. He had
been a resident of Panhandle and Amarillo for the
past 57 years. He was a member of First United
Methodist Church, Panhandle VFW, and senior
citizens groups in Amarillo, Panhandle and Pam-
pa. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army Air Corps
during World War II. He was retired as manager
for Phillip Thompson and Sons.

He is survived by three daughters, five sisters,
six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren
SHELBY ANDREW PHILLIPS

AMARILLO — Shelby Andrew Phillips, 87,
grandfather of a Pampa resident, died Sunday in
Laredo. Services are pending with Schooler-
Gordon Colonial Chapel.

Mr. Phillips moved to Amarillo in 1943 where he
owned and operated Phillips Motors until his re-
tirement several years ago. He was a member of
the Masonic Lodge. He was preceded in death by
a son, Shelby Dale Phillips, in 1954.

Survivors include his wife, Roma Lee, of the
home; three grandchildren, Andrew Phillips of
Wisconsin, Cynthia Raef of Amarillo and Sandy
Warren of Pampa; four brothers, Houston Phil-
lips of Plainview, Adrian Phillips of Hale Center,
Melvin Phillips of Amarillo, and Archie Phillips
of Wichita Falls; two sisters, Sileta Richardson of
Hale Center and Evelyn Horton of Fort Worth;
and eight great-grandchildren.

DUSTIN CALLOWAY JOHNSON

Dustin Calloway Johnson, infant son of Cleta
Calloway Johnson of Pampa, died Sunday in
Amarillo. Graveside services are to be at 10:30
a.m. Tuesday at the Clarendon cemetery with the
Rev. I.L. Patrick officiating. Arrangements are
by Robertson Funeral Home in Clarendon

He was born Feb. 20 in Pampa.

Survivors include his mother, of the home; his
grandmother, Alfreda Calloway of Pampa; his
grandfather, Joe Calloway; his great-
grandfather, Goldie Calloway and his great-
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Willie McKenner:
and his great-great-grandmother, Alberta
Woods

The family will be at 1057 Prairie Dr. in Pampa.

Stock market

CORONADO John Kotara Jr.,
HOSPITAL White Deer
Admissions Viletta McCormick
Bessie Addington, and baby boy, Pampa
Pampa SHAMROCK
Richard Ayers, HOSPITAL
Borger Admissions
Ralph Jackson, Zella Brown, McLean
Pampa Tom Smith, Wheeler
Peggy Ladd, Pampa Dismissals
Carlton Turvaville, Lillian Deger, Sham-
Groom rock
Dismissals Linda Amos, Sham-
Ashley Fisher, Pampa rock
James Garrett, Doris Dodson, Erick,
Pampa Okla.

Leslie Hendrick and
baby girl, Pampa

Boots Cook, Shamrock
Zella Brown, McLean

Calendar of events

PAMPA SINGLES ORGANIZATION

Pampa Singles Organization will meet at 7 p.m.
Tuesday in the lobby of the Schneider Apartments
for a game night. Those attending are asked to
bring games and snacks. For more information,
call 665-8197 or 665-1523.

PAMPA PARENT SUPPORT GROUP

Pampa Parent Support Group using TOUGH-
LOVE principles meets at 7 p.m. each Tuesday in
the Pampa High School library. For more in-
formation, call 669-2786 or 665-6815.

Police report

The following grain quotations are Arco m" 4 NC
rovided by Wheeler Evans of Cabot 36 dn's
‘ampa Chevron 4% NC
Wheat 352 Atmos Energy 16 dn'a
Milo 405 Enron 364 ups
Corn 460 Halliburton 2T dn®x

The following quotations show the HCA 3% upa
prices for which these securities Ingersoll Rand 3312 dn'a
could have been traded at the time of Kerr McGee 364 upla
compilation KNE 17% N(
Damson Ol 1/16 Mapco 50%4 dn'
Ky Cent Life 11% Maxxus 7 NC
Serfco 4 Mesa Lud 13% N(

The following show the prices for Mobil “a up's
which these mutual funds were bid at  Penney's 51% upla
the time of compilation Phillips 20 NC
Magellan 47 36 SBJ 3135 upYae
Puritan 1.8 SPS 26%4 NC

The following 9 30am N Y stock Tenneco 19°4 up¥a
market quotations are furnmished by Texaco 6V4 uph
Edward 1) Jones & Co of Pampa New York Gold 424 25
AMmocc T4'A upl Silver 617

The Pampa Police Department responded to
the following calls during the 40-hour period en-
ding at 7 a.m. today.

SUNDAY, Nov. 27

Candy McClain, 1605 N. Faulkner, reported
theft from a 1981 Oldsmobile parked at the resi-
dence

Stan White, 1424 Hamilton, reported unautho-
rized use of a 1980 Ford pickup truck.

Arrests
SATURDAY, Nov. 26

Reid Wayne Steger, 22, 2120 N. Zimmers, was
arrested in the 1000 block of Duncan on a warrant
from Childress Department of Public Safety. He
was released after paying fine.

Sammy Dale Carlton, 35, 1128 S. Dwight, was
arrested in the 400 block of North Wells on
charges of possession of marijuana. He was re-
leased on bond.

Albert Mario Luna Jr., 19, 622 N. Russell, was
arrested in the 400 block of Davis on charges of
public intoxication and two warrants. He was re-
leased on bond.

Joseph Lynwood Dabney, 19, 1212 E. Browning,
was arrested at the residence on two outstanding
warrants. He was released on bond.

DPS
Arrests
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 23

Carla Lynn Perry, 26, 510 N. Warren, was
arrested in the 600 block of East Campbell on
charges of driving while intoxicated, first offens-
e; no liability insurance, operating an unreg-
istered vehicle and no driver’s license.

FRIDAY, Nov. 25

Albert Eugene Ostrander, 37, of Borger, was
arrested on Texas 152, four miles east of Skelly-
town on charges of driving while intoxicated, first
offense; driving on wrong side of roadway while
not passing and no driver’s license.

Vernon Daniel Fannon, 51, White Deer Motel,
was arrested on U.S. 70, mile post 5, on charges of
driving while intoxicated, second offense; viola-
tion of open container law, no liability insurance,
displaying a fictitious license plate, failure to
drive in a single lane and no driver’s license.

SUNDAY, Nov. 27

William Marc Reed, 19, 1806 Chestnut, was
arrested in the 500 block of West Brown Street on
charges of driving while intoxicated, first offens-
e; speeding 57 in a 40 mph zone and minor in
possession.

Mexico’s ruling party faces

much division and opp

By CHRIS ANGELO
Associated Press Writer

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The In-
stitutional Revolutionary Party,
which has ruled Mexico for
almost 60 years, is fighting to re-
tain its grip even as its presiden-
tial candidate, Carlos Salinas de
Gortari, prepares to be sworn in.

To overcome public discontent,
internal party divisions and new-
ly aggressive opposition, Salinas
will have to strike quickly on both
the economic and political fronts
after he takes office Thursday.

“The PRI is in a battle to mod-
ernize the country ... and itself,”’
said Juan Enriquez, the party’s
international communications
director.

The PRI, as it is known for its
Spanish initials, has ruled with
few challenges since its founding
in 1929, interlocked with the gov-
ernment in a system that allowed
its tentacles to reach every nook
and cranny of society. It turned
out the vote and channeled
favors, including high-level jobs,
and in many places succumbed to
corruption.

It also brought decades of sta-
bility and expansion to Mexico,
but its power has been shaken by
a continuing economic crisis that
has cut the average Mexican’s
earning power by 50 percent
since 1980. Salinas scraped by in
the July 6 presidential election
with just over 50 percent of the
vote.

‘‘In the past 48 years there has
not been a transfer of the federal
executive power in a political cri-
sis like this,”” wrote Rodolfo Gon-
zalez Guevara, leader of a reform
movement within the party, in a
recent front-page column in the
newspaper Excelsior.

Still, the party remains power-
ful, taking sweeping victories in
municipal elections in several
provinces since October. Despite
accusations of fraud, most of the
wins are recognized as genuine.

For almost 60 years the PRI'’s
pillars — labor, peasants and a
catchall of bureaucrats, teachers
and others — have wheeled and
dealed, sharing leadership, pow-
er and the rewards of power.

“The PRI was a type of cushion
between the political power and
the citizens,’’ said Raul Trejo, a
professor at the National Uni-
versity’s Social Research Insti-
tute and a labor specialist.

Election victories were taken
for granted and ensured, if an
opposition candidate or apathy
stood in the way, by fraud and
campaigns that could depend on
access to state funds, vehicles
and employees.

With transition from a largely
illiterate rural population to an
urban society came a political
awakening, a desire for more
competitive elections and an end
to corruption. In response, PRI
governments gave more opportu-
nities, including congressional
seats, to the small opposition par-
ties.

Adding to the discontent was
the jolt of an economic crisis
brought on by the oil boom and
bust. Outgoing President Miguel
de la Madrid’s six-year term has
been a period of austerity for
most Mexicans.

On July 6, the PRI was stung
with its narrowest federal elec-
tion win ever, setting three firsts.

Salinas won with a scant 50.36
percent of the vote, the first time
the party got less than 70 percent
of the vote. It gave up Senate
seats, four of the 64, for the first
time. And it had to settle for 260 of
the 500 seats in the lower house,
the first time it failed to gain a
two-thirds majority needed for
constitutional reforms.

The opposition — both the con-
servatives and the left — charged
electoral fraud and that Salinas’
victory wasn'’t legitimate.

‘“‘Society changed. It’s not the
apolitical society of 20 years
ago,” said Luis Javier Garrido,
who has written one history of the
party and is working on another.

Many opponents were former
PRI members, such as leftist
presidential candidate Cuauhte-
moc Cardenas, who felt they'd
been dealt out of the circle of pow-
er during de la Madrid’s con-
servative administration, which
introduced free market economic
policies and attempted to reduce
government subsidies.

Salinas, who will be the 13th
consecutive PRI president, has
pledged greater democracy and
changes to make the party more
responsive to the needs of the
people.

“Our purpose is to modernize
S0 as to retain our majority posi-
tion, and so as not to be weakened
and exhausted by parliamentary
coalitions, which always end up
by succumbing to the rule of the

Actor John Carradine dies

MILAN, Italy (AP) — John Car-
radine, the patriarch of an Amer-
ican acting family who appeared
in more than 500 films, has died at
age 82, a spokeswoman at a Milan
hospital said today.

The spokeswoman at
Fatebenefratelli Hospital, who
declined to give her name, said
Carradine died Sunday. She said
he had been hospitalized since
Thursday, but she would not dis-
close the cause of death.

She said two of his sons, actors
Keith and David, had come to
Milan.

Tony Renis, an Italian pop sin-
ger who said he is a close friend of
David Carradine, called The
Associated Press from a Milan
hotel and said, ‘‘David is here
with me. He does not want to talk
to the press immediately. He con-
firms that his father died yester-
day in Milan.”

Carradine appeared in such
classics as Stagecoach with John
Wayne and Grapes of Wrath with
Henry Fonda. He also played
leads in numerous B-movies,
often horror, and portrayed
Count Dracula three times on the
screen.

ition
minorities,”’ he said in a cam-
paign speech.

Even the attempt to open up pbe
party meets tough opposition
from what are known as the par-
ty's ‘‘dinosaurs,’’ the still-
powerful-old guard. 4

Labor, traditionally the sector
that could be relied upon to get
out the vote and maintain stabil-
ity, in part in exchange for public
offices, is a foundation of that old
guard. ) o

Before the economic Crisis,
“unions could negotiate more or
less satisfactory salaries’’ be-
cause they were part of the sys-
tem, Trejo said. But now, he said,
‘““there isn’t enough for more
salaries or to maintain employ-
ment levels. It means there are
more protests.”’

More than 20 labor candidates
lost in the July 6 election. Recent
violent incidents, including a
shootout between rival unions in
the lobby of one of the city’s most
luxurious hotels, showed either
defiance of de la Madrid and Sali*
nas or loss of control by top labor
bosses, analysts said.

Aquino says
rule is stable

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
President Corazon Aquino said
today her government was stable
despite what the military called a
failed bid over the weekend to
duplicate the mass uprising that
toppled Ferdinand Marcos.

Col. Manuel Oxales, deputy
chief of the National Capital Re-
gion Defense Command, said
troops and police blocked con-
voys late Saturday carrying ab-
out 1,000 civilians into Manila. He
speculated many were suppor-
ters of Marcos, now in exile in
Hawaii.

Oxales said convoy leaders
planned to surround military gar-
risons in the capital, much like
the February 1986 ‘‘people pow-
er’’ uprising that ousted Marcos
and propelled Mrs. Aquino to
power. -

Police said today five people
remain in custody, facing
charges of illegal assembly. Sedi-
tion charges were being prepared
against the suspected organizer,
Jose Ocampo, who remained at
large, authorities said.

City Briefs

PERMS $20. Including hair cut.
Ruth 665-9236. Adv.

DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS

are giving away Turkeys. Draw,
ing December 21st, sign up for a
chance to win a Free Christmas
Turkey. Adv.

RUMMAGE SALE: For Good
Sam Place. Thursday December
1st. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Inside Zion
Luthern Parish Hall, 1200 Dun-
can. Adv.

COME TO our 15th Annua}
Holiday Open House 6-9 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday. Free
gifts and refreshments. Lamb’s
Flowers and Gifts, 218 N. Main,
McLean, 806-779-2611. Adv.

Energy officials plan for two

newer, safer nuclear reactors

WASHINGTON (AP) As en
gineers struggle with the aging
plants that now produce U.S. nuc
lear weapons material, Energy
Department officials are draw
ing up plans for two new, safer
reactors expected to cost a total
of $6.8 billion

One proposed design, the smal-
ler and more expensive of two en-
visioned, involves technologies
that some engineers believe will
lead to commercial reactors that
drastically reduce the dangers of
meltdown and contamination

Building new reactors has
assumed new urgency since
April, when engineers last were
able to safely operate the remain-
ing three production reactors at
the Savannah River Plant near
Aiken, S.C

‘“We feel that we can make the
plants at the Savannah River
Plant operate safely, although
they are nearing the end of their
operational lives,”’ said Ron
Cochran, head of the Energy De-
partment office for the new reac-
tors

The first of the Savannah River
reactors is not expected to re-
sume production of tritium, a cri-
tical nuclear weapons material,
before January. The new reac-
tors should begin operation in ab-
out 1999, said Cochran.

However, persuading Congress
to approve funding for both reac-
tors may be impossible, given the
budget deficit and the $110 billion
the Energy Department says it
will need to clean up the existing
complex and make it safe.

An Energy Department advis-
ory panel, in a report last July,

found ‘‘that one of the challenges
was to get a new production reac-
tor built before the Savannah
River Plant reactors reach the
end of their useful lives,’ said
Cochran

The Energy Research Advis-
ory Board recommended build-
Ing two new reactors, a heavy-
water reactor at Savannah River
for an estimated $3.2 billion and a
gas-cooled reactor at the Idaho
National Engineering Labora-
tory Reservation, an Energy De
partment site near Idaho Falls,
Idaho, for about $3.6 billion

““The point of having two is to
provide the maximum level of
assurance at two geographic

‘The point of having
two is to provide the
maximum level of
assurance at two
geographic locations.’

locations, so that nothing like a
seismic event could shut down
production,’’ said Cochran.

Like the three existing reac-
tors, the new one at Savannah
River would use heavy water as a
moderator. It have new safety
and design features, but rely on
tritium extraction techniques
that have been proven since 1954.

The new Savannah River reac-
tor would be adequate to make all
of the tritium needed for nuclear
weapons and the gas-cooled reac-

tor in Idaho would produce at half
that rate.

Both would be built with con-
tainment vessels, steel-
reinforced concrete domes like
that which prevented the escape
of nearly all the lethal materials
from the Three Mile Island acci-
dent in March 1979. The current
Savannah River Plant reactors
rely instead on thick concrete
walls and air-filtration systems
to confine radioactivity.

Despite its smaller production
capacity and higher cost, the gas-
cooled reactor planned for Idaho
has many advantages.

In high-pressure light-water
reactors, fuel can reach 4,100 de-
grees Fahrenheit, hot enough to
melt the casing and turn the fuel
into an uncontrollable molten
mass if the flow of cooling water
is interrupted.

In a gas-cooled reactor, mean-
while, uranium grains can reach
a maximum temperature of 3,000
degrees Fahrenheit while the
shells in which they are encased
do not deteriorate below 3,300 de-
grees, making a meltdown or
radiation leak theoretically im-
possible even if the flow of
coolant stops for an indefinite
period.

The gas-cooled reactor at Ida-
ho Falls also could generate dol-
lars by generating commercial
electricity through the year 2038,
Cochran said.

Lawmakers from South Caroli-
na and Idaho already are begin-
ning to maneuver to make sure
that their states are not left out as
plans for the reactors move for-
ward.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Mostly clear tonight with a
low in the upper 20s. Winds will
be from the southwest at 10 to
20 mph, shifting to the north at
midnight. Tuesday, mostly
sunny and cooler with a high of
45 and north winds at 15 to 25
mph and gusty. Sunday’s high
was 40; the overnight low was
20.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas — Mostly clear
and not as cold tonight. Mostly
sunny and cooler Tuesday,
especially northern sections.
Lows tonight upper 20s to low
30s, except mid 40s near the
Rio Grande. Highs Tuesday
40s Panhandle, otherwise
generally 50s, except near 70
along the Rio Grande.

North Texas — Fair and not
as cold entire area tonight
Partly cloudy Tuesday, war-
mer south and east, but turn-
ing cooler again north and
west. Lows tonight 33 to 41.
Highs Tuesday 54 northwest to
66 southeast.

South Texas — Clear and not
as cold tonight. Partly cloudy
and warmer Tuesday. Lows
tonight in the 30s north, 40s
central and 50s south, 20s Ed-
wards Plateau. Highs Tuesday
mostly in the 70s.

EXTENDED FORECAST

Wednesday through Friday

West Texas — It will be part-
ly cloudy in most sections with
below normal temperatures
Wednesday through Friday,
with mostly cloudy conditions
Thursday in the Far West.
There will be a chance of show-
ers Far West and north on
Wednesday and Thursday,
possibly mixed with snow in
the Panhandle. Panhandle:
Lows will be near 20. Highs
will be in the mid 40s to the
upper 30s. South Plains: Lows
will be in the low to mid 20s,
with highs in the 40s. Permian

The Accu-Weasther *forecast for 8 A M., Tussday, November 29

Basin: Lows will range from
near 30 to the mid 20s. Highs
will be in the mid 50s to mid
40s. Concho Valley: Lows will
be from 30 to the mid 30s.
Highs will range from the mid
50s to mid 40s. Far West: Lows
will be near 30 to mid 20s.
Highs will be in the 50s. Big
Bend: Lows will range from
near 20 to near 30 in the moun-
tains and will be in the upper
30s near the Rio Grande. Highs
will be near 50 in the moun-
tains and near 60 along the
river.

North Texas — It will be
partly cloudy Wednesday
through Friday. Tempera-
tures will be cooler Wednes-
day and remain rather cool
through Thursday and Friday.
Lows will be in the 30s Wednes-
day and upper 20s to mid 30s
Thursday and Friday. Highs
will be mostly in the 50s.

South Texas — It will be
mostly cloudy Wednesday
with a chance of showers or
thunderstorms mainly in the
southeast and extreme south.
The showers or thunderstorms
will be ending in the extreme
south on Thursday, but the rest
of South Texas will be clearing

and colder. It should be mostly
clear and continued cold on
Friday. Highs will be in the
60s, and 70s in the south on
Wednesday. On Thursday and
Friday, the highs will be in the
50s, except for 60s in the south.
Lows will be near 40s in the
north and 50s in the south on
Wednesday. On Thursday and
Friday, it will be in the 30s and
40s, except in the south where
it will be near 50.
BORDER STATES

New Mexico — Variable
cloudiness northeast tonight
with fair skies west and south.
Light snow may occur over the
mountains near the Colorado
border late tonight. Lows
tonight from 5 to 20 in the
mountains to around 30 in the
Southeast. Fair skies most |-
areas Tuesday. Cooler East-
ern Plains and northern moun-
tains. Highs Tuesday from the
upper 30s and 40s in the north-
ceritral mountains and north-
east to around 60 in the south-
central and southwest valleys. }

Oklahoma — Partly cloudy
tonight and Tuesday. Cooler
West Tuesday. Lows tonight
upper 20s to mid 30s. Highs
Tuesday mid 40s Panhandle to
upper 50s southeast.
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DEA admits to elaborate hoax in reports on drug seizure

HOUSTON (AP) — When newspapers and broad-
casters reported a story in August 1984 that Hous-
ton troopers had made one of the biggest drug sei-
zures in Texas history, they fell victim to an elabo-
rate hoax created by the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration.

And when Harris County authorities in Septem-
ber described a cocaine seizure as further proof
that Houston had become a major entry for drug
trafficking, reporters were again fooled.

But so were drug dealers, authorities say.

For several years, the DEA has directed local
law enforcement agencies throughout the country
to stage such phony drug seizures and generate
false news reports to help agents gain the confi-
dence of drug lords, the Houston Chronicle re-
ported Sunday.

‘“DEA-Houston is only one finger. This is going
on all across the United States,’’ said Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff Johnny Klevenhagen, who praised the
bogus seizures as ‘‘very productive in taking illicit
drugs off the street.”’

Because of its success, he said, the practice has
gained widespread national acceptance. But jour-
nalists say the scams raise ethical questions about
government deception of the news media and the
public.

“If the DEA is willing to lie to the media and
public about this issue,’”’ said Houston Chronicle

Demand up for rail cars

Managing Editor Tony Pederson, ‘‘what else
might they be willing to lie about?”’

Pederson acknowledged that extraordinary me-
asures are necessary to fight drug trafficking, but
?)aid government agencies must maintain credi-

ility. '

Meanwhile, The Houston Post reported today
that the DEA has given suspected drug dealers the
required chemicals and even built a drug labora-
tory for one target.

A Houston attorney, Philip Greene, told the Post
that DEA agents watched a suspected dealer in
Dallas make and deliver methamphetamines and
Quaaludes but did not intercept the drugs. The
dealer, however, was arrested, according to
Greene.

““If the point of the DEA is to get drugs off the
street, they violated policy,’’ said Greene, who spe-
cializes in drug cases.

“I'm saying our basic goal is to infiltrate drug
dealers,” Marion Hambrick, the DEA chief in
Houston said. “We can’t expose what we do under-
cover.”

The practice of staging the fake seizures and
feeding the information to news reporters
apparently came into practice several years ago to
resolve adilemma for undercover drug agents pos-
ing as cocaine importers for Colombian drug lords,

|' By TOM RAUM
.« Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — George
Bush’s schedule as president-
elect includes high-level meet-
ings that call for delicate di-
plomacy, such as the one next
week with Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev and today’s session
with Senate Minority Leader Bob
Dole.

Bush is meeting his former riv-
al for the GOP nomination, with
whom he has never had more
than a cordial relationship at
best, at a private lunch in his
suite in the Executive Office
Building next to the White House.

Just back from a four-day
Thanksgiving vacation in Maine,
Bush also was to attend a break-
fast session with all other Senate
Republicans on Tuesday.

By The Associated Press

A 20-year-old El Paso soldier
and two unidentified men in San
Antonio and Dallas were killed in
separate accidents to boost to 30
the number of Texas traffic fata-
lities over the Thanksgiving holi-
day weekend.

According to an unofficial tally
by The Associated Press, the 30
died between 6 p.m. Wednesday
and midnight Sunday. 2

Authorities said Joseph Mer-
rick St. Peter, who is stationed in
Fort Bliss, was struck and killed
in Waco about 4 a.m. Sunday.

St. Peter was crossing North
Valley Mills Drive to Waco Drive

(AP Laserphoto)
Bush waves as he boards plane for return to
Washington, D.C.

the Chrenicle reported.

Often the DEA operatives deliver the drugs
according to instructions from Colombian expor-
ters and keep the shipment under surveillance in
hopes of intercepting it before it hits the streets,
officials said.

But the DEA sometimes ensure that drugs never
reach the street by ‘‘dropping the load”’ in coopera-
tion with local authorities, who stage phony sei-
zures and allow the undercover operation to pro-
ceed without detection, the newspaper said.

Newspaper clippings generated by the tactic are
used to provide cover stories for agents.

DEA spokesman Maurice Hill in Washington,
D.C., said the technique is employed in high drug
traffic areas nationwide, including Florida and
Texas.

‘““It’s a procedure that is used, but I can’t begin to
tell you with what frequency. It’s not a new techni-
que, I can tell you that,”’ Hill said. ‘“The Col-
ombians, the only way they’ll believe you is to show
tllljem the stuff (drugs), the money or the newspaper
c ps.’i

Journalists said the practice carries implica-
tions about the final responsibility for the actions
of government agents.

‘““We almost have a shadow government in addi-
tion to the government of the people,”” Will Norton,
chairman of the journalism department at the Uni-

versity of Mississippi, said of the drug agents’ ac-
tions.

“There seems to have been no accountability in
the entire process,” Pederson added. ‘‘At least
some type of judicial review has always been
necessary for other elements of law enforcement
deception, the key example being wiretaps. But
who, if anyone, has reviewed this process?”’

In 1984, DEA agents helped smuggle 952 pounds
of cocaine into the country, then abandoned their
van at a prearranged Harris County roadblock set
up by the Texas Department of Public Safety. On
Aug. 2, 1984, the DPS alerted news reporters that
:‘roopers had discovered a record-setting cache of

rugs.

On Sept. 29 of this year, 60 kilograms of cocaine
were planted in an abandoned car in Southwest
Harris County, and ‘“‘left to be discovered’’ by de-
puties with the Harris County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, who notified reporters.

Apparently, it is common for top law enforce-
ment officials to set up the seizures without the
knowledge of the officers directly involved.

““The poor little officer who finds the stuff thinks
he’s going to be named officer of the year,” said a
Houston source who supervised one of the staged
seizures. ‘‘Sometimes you have to push them with
a stick to find the stuff ...”’

WASHINGTON (AP) — An
Agriculture Department analyst
says that in the wake of this sum-
mer’s drought, demand for rail
cars and river barges has kept
shipping prices at relatively high
levels.

T.Q. Hutchinson of the depart-
ment’s Economic Research Ser-
vice said grain shipments on the
Illinois and Mississippi rivers
during July and August averaged
3 million tons per month, down 30
percent from May — the month
before navigation was impaired
— and 17 percent belew June.

Accordimg to export inspection
figures for June, July and Au-
gust, monthly grain exports aver-
aged about 20 percent below May.
Shipments through Mississippi

ports dropped 16 percent to 140
million bushels in June, rose
slightly to 144 million in June and
then to 148 million in August.

Barge rates, meanwhile, were
up from a year earlier by about 24
percent during the first five
months of 1988. In June, as river
problems developed, the rates
soared. At Peoria, Ill., rates to
New Orleans averaged $17.44 per
ton, compared with $6.37 the
week before.

Hutchinson said the hike was
shortlived, although the average
for all of June was $9.86 per ton,
up 59 percent from May. By Au-
gust, rates were down to $7.61,
only 45 cents more than the Janu-
aty-May average.

when he was struck by a 1987
Chevrolet pickup driven by a 16-
year-old Waco boy. St. Peter was
pronounced dead at the scene.

Meanwhile authorities con-
tinue to search for clues to the
identity of two other traffic fatali-
ties in San Antonio and Dallas.

In San Antonio, a man without
identification was killed when he
drove his car into a tree in front of
MacArthur High School about
9:30 p.m. Sunday.

Another unidentified man died
in Dallas about 11 p.m. Saturday
when he was struck as he tried to
cross North Central Expressway
near Fitzhugh Avenue.

The latest accounting by AP in-
cludes several additional deaths
on Thursday, Friday and Satur-

Talk about Mission Impossible ...

““Your mission, Bear, should you choose to
accept it, is to take a group of teen-agers to a de-
nomination-wide retreat in Lubbock. During that
time, should you or any of your Mission Impossible
team be overcome by shaving cream fights, water
balloons or orange-flavored laxative in your morn-
ing glass of juice, this church will deny knowledge
of your existence.

‘“Whatever your decision, in 10 seconds this
church pew will self-destruct.”

Day One — Being a sucker for intrigue, I choose
to accept this mission. Prior to departure we re-
mind our young cargo of rules pertaining to tobac-
co and laxatives. They knowingly smile at one
another.

Hunger strikes as the cars pull into Amarillo.
Suggestions of McDonald’s and Hardee’s are
greeted with gagging noises and girls putting their
fingers in their throats. They want something you
can’t get in Pampa. Something unique and diffe-
rent. They want Wendy’s?

Evening falls. We arrive in Lubbock and ‘‘the
ceremony’’ begins. The boys spend 10 minutes in
the bathroom combing their hair. They then strut
like so many peacocks past an array of new female
flesh. The girls giggle and again put their fingers
down their throat.

Midnight. The counselors all look tired. The teen-
agers, though, are just beginning to come to life.
The next few minutes may get ugly.

Day Two—6 a.m. The counselors try to wake the
teen-agers. The next few minutes may get even
uglier. Revenge is in the minds and on the lips of
counselors who have been kept up till indecent
hours. All those hyperactive teen-agers now look
like extras from Night of the Living Dead.

The next 12 hours will be a blur of meetings on
spiritual growth and dating without mating. The
teen-agers at times look at each other with con-
fused glances. They are wondering if the group
leaders are speaking Latin or Greek.

Dinner. All those lessons about sharing seem to
have taken. They are eagerly passing food from
one table to the next. The counselors ask them not
to throw it. This seems to take the fun out of
sharing.

Off Beat

By -

Evening. The young souls learned nothing from
their 6 a.m. roll call. They are again set for a mid-
night rampage. Most counselors simply pass out
before a counterattack can be planned.

Day Three — In five hours it will be back-to-
Pampa time. You'd think the young peacocks were
going off to war. There are teary hugs from their
new girlfriends as they ponder the coming good-
bye. The young peacocks also remember at the last
moment to ask what their new love’s last name is.

Morning Worship. In spite of the distinct feeling
that no one paid attention to anything more serious
that what the mystery meat was at dinner, there
are touching moments in which they share what
they’ve learned. No one mentions learning not to
throw food or stay up past midnight.

The Trip Home. After two and half days of near
frenzied excitement, the teen-agers all go into a
spontaneous coma. Not even a potty break in
Plainview is enough to wake the exhausted troop-
ers. They are curled up in the back seat like sleep-
ing kittens.

Arrival in Pampa. The teen-agers marvel that
the old town still looks pretty much the way they
left it. They wonder if their friends have changed
much.

The counselors wonder if they can stay awake
long enough to get home to a bed that’s not filled
with shaving cream or Nair.

“Good work, Bear ... your IMF team survived an

entire weekend with the little darlings. Rest. The
next retreat is only six months off.”

Although Dole endorsed Bush
after being overwhelmed by the
vice president in last winter’s
GOP primaries, the two have had
little contact since then.

Bush spokesman Stephen Hart
said the meeting was arranged
by Bush but that both men had
wanted it for some time. “‘It’s of
mutual interest,”” Hart said.

Bush already has met with
House Speaker Jim Wright and
has promised a meeting with the
new Senate Democratic leader as
soon as he is chosen.

The president-elect will join
President Reagan for a Dec. 7
luncheon with Gorbachev in New
York during the Soviet leader’s
visit to address the United Na-
tions.

In his campaign, Bush urged
wariness in U.S. dealings with the
Soviet Union, saying that just be-

day within the state.

Lasonia Gail Dobbins, 18, and
Carmen Denise Washington, 19,
both of Houston died in a one-car
accident on Interstate 45 about 13
miles north of Huntsville during a
Saturday morning rainstorm. In-
vestigators said the car’s driver,
Wilford Earl Stevens Jr., 29, had
lost control of the vehicle.
Stevens was in stable condition at
Huntsville Memorial Hospital.

Henry Shephard, 46, of Hous-
ton, died after losing control of
his van and slamming into a steel
post on a Houston street about
9:25 p.m. Friday.

cause current Soviet leaders
seem more reform-minded is no
reason for the United States to let
down its guard.

Bush, his wife Barbara, and the
family dog ‘“Millie,” an English
Springer Spaniel, returned home
on Sunday on Air Force Two after
spending an extended Thanksgiv-
ing weekend in Kenrfebunkport,
Maine, at their family vacation
home. !

The vige president has said he
will consider putting the rest of
his defense team together this
week. He also promised to give
prompt attention to deficit reduc-
tion options.

The vice president still has not
named a defense secretary.
Aides, who spoke only on the con-
dition of anonymity, said former
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee Chairman John Tower still

Harvey Lee Ledford, 63, of
Galena Park, also died after los-
ing control of his van. His vehicle
struck a guardrail about 11 a.m.
Friday and he died about three
hours later at Sunbelt Regional
Medical Center.

Tina Thomas, 23, of Houston,
was killed in Pearland about 6:50
p.m. Friday when an auto driven
by her husband, Brett Thomas,
25, was struck by another vehicle.
Thomas was in critical condition
at Hermann Hospital.

East Bernard resident Fred
Soto Jr., 37, died about 7 p.m. Fri-
day after he was struck by a

Bush meetings call for delicate diplomacy

appears to be the front-runner.

However, Bush has empha-
sized that the decision will be his
alone and that he has not been
ready thus far to make his deci-
sion public.

The vice president also was ex-
pected to fill the job of commerce
secretary this week with a long-
time friend, Texas oilman Robert
Mosbacher.

Mrs. Bush told reporters on the
plane on Sunday that she hopes to
accompany her husband to New
York next month and meet Gor-
bachev’s wife, Raisa.

However, she added, ‘‘I'm sort
of planning on going but I won’t
be shattered if I don’t.”

Mrs. Bush revealed that the
vice president spent at least part °
of his Thanksgiving vacation as
an amateur electrician.

Texas holiday traffic death toll reaches 30

Southern Pacific train. Wharton
County Justice of the Peace John
Murrile said Soto apparently was
on the tracks trying to flag it
down.

A 5-year-old Houston girl was
killed after the car in which she
was riding was struck by a west-
bound car about 9:30 p.m. Thurs-
day. Courtney Allen Everts died
seven hours after the wreck. Her
mother, Kristi Joy Everts of
Houston, has been charged with
involuntary manslaughterin con-
nection with the wreck. Kristi
Everts was in serious condition at
Hermann Hospital late Saturday.

Iran: Too few POWs returned

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) —
Charging too few Iranian prison-
ers of war were being returned by
Iraq, Iran said it has halted its
exchange of prisoners from the
Persian Gulf conflict.

Tehran Radio said in a report
monitored in Cyprus on Sunday
that Iran’s Foreign Ministry sent
a letter to the International Red
Cross, sponsor of the exchange,
demanding the immediate re-
lease of an additional 67 Iranians.

Under a Nov. 11 accord, Iran
and Iraq agreed to release up to
1,570 sick and disabled POWSs in
batches of about 150, who would
fly home aboard a plane char-
tered by the International Com-
mittee for the Red Cross.

The 10-day operation started
Thursday, but Iran freed 52 Iraqi
prisoners instead of 110 due for
repatriation that day.

Iran said the remainder asked
for asylum in Iran or recovered
from their wounds and no longer
were eligible for exchange.

Inretaliation, Iraq sent back 19
instead of 41 Iranian POWs.

The third prisoner swap took
place Sunday with 52 Iraqis and
19 Iranians being released.

‘“‘By continuing this behavior,
Iraq in effect will keep impris-
oned many sick and wounded Ira-
nian prisoners, and their release
will not be guaranteed,’’ the Ira-
nian radio quoted the letter as

a2

Call N:Ison Medley

saying.

The radio also quoted the head
of Iran’s committee for war pris-
oners, Ataollah Mohajerani, as
saying ‘‘the continuation of the
prisoner exchange depends on
Iraq’s release of 67 Iranian
POWs.”

The Red Cross and Iraqi offi-
cials had no immediate comment
on the Iranian announcement.

U.N.-sponsored peace negotia-
tions following an Aug. 20 cease-
fire in the eight-year Iran-Iraq
war are stalled, but the prisoner
exchange agreement was

reached in separate talks with
the Red Cross.

The Red Cross has registered
names of 50,182 Iraqi and 19,284
Iranian POWSs, but estimates the
total number on both sides at
100,000.

Iran’s official Islamic Republic
News Agency said 22 Iraqi POWs
due for release on Sunday were
‘‘ineligible’’ because they had re-
covered from their disability.

The agency, also monitored in
Cyprus, said nine others stayed
on for further medical examina-
tion

Tax workshops scheduled

The Texas Agricultural Exten-
sion Service is cooperating with
the Internal Revenue Service in
offering many tax practitioner
workshops across the state, re-
ports Gray County Extension
Agent Joe VanZandt.

Twenty-eight general work-
shops will be held in all major
Texas cities. The general work-
shop nearest the Pampa areaisin
Amarillo on Dec. 5 and 6.

There will also be 15 advanced
workshops offered in major
cities. The general tax workshops
will concentrate mostly on per-
sonal taxes — the advanced
workshops’ emphasis will be on
business tax problems.

In addition to the general and

Boy’s Basketball
4th-5th & 6th Grades

Tryouts Nov. 29-30 &

Dec. 1

Optimist Club Gym

5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Registration $20
Must be paid by Jan. 2, 1989
Play starts Jan. 2, 1989

' 665-8944 or
665-4361

advanced tax workshops, there
will be four partnership work-
shops, four estate planning and
tax form preparation workshops,
three income taxation of trusts
and estates workshops, and four
problem resolution workshops.

The tax practitioner education-
al program has been highly suc-
cessful, Extension officials said.
Last year about 6,000 people par-
ticipated in this statewide series.
These practitioners reported fil-
ing more than 636,000 tax returns.

For additional information,
please contact the Gray County
Extension Service (669-8033) for a
brochure explaining more about
the program and registration in-
formation.
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Viewpoints

The Pampa News

EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O’ TéXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to
our readers so tm they can better promote and preserve their
own freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only
when man understands freedom and is free to control himself
and all he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a
political grant from government, and that men have the right
to take moral action to preserve their life and property for
themselves and others.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment.

Louise Fletcher
Publisher

Larry D. Hollis
Managing Editor

Opinion

FSLIC also should

leave the business

You can hardly blame the United States League of
Savings Institutions for their reluctance to be asses-
sed much more heavily to bail out insolvent savings
and loans. Federal regulators, for starters, want to
assess healthy S&Ls to bail out poorly managed
ones. That hardly seems fair.

The real S&L problem is the federal regulatory
system itself, which has inadvertently encouraged
imprudent management. Because this is widely
understood, it may be difficult for federal regulators
to let failing institutions fail. That might expose the
bankruptcy of the rt:ﬁulatory system. Guess who will
get stuck with the bill?

For years, savings and loans were limited by law
to certain kinds of transactions, mainly home {oans.
and operated under the Federal Savings and Lo~ n
Insurance Corporation, which guaranteed indiviaual
deposits up to $100,000. But the FSLIC was not a true
insurance system. It charged the same fee to all in-
stitutions, no matter how well or poorly they were
managed.

When financial regulations were loosened in the
late 1970s, the regulator{ system encouraged slightly
shaky institutions to make risky, even foolish, in-
vestments, or to offer accounts at higher interest
than the market warranted. Because the FSLIC
promised to a{ off all depositors, they could build
empires on shaky paper without worrying too much
about the consequences.

Now the predictable consequences are upon us.
About 500 S&Ls are considered insolvent, with losses
currently estimated at $50 to $100 billion. Since 1985,
the industry as a whole has paid about $4.5 billion in
special assessments, and current legislation calls for
$3 to $3.5 billion more in extra ‘‘premiums’’ over the
next few years. That won't make much of a dent in
all those losses. And the U.S. League of Savings In-
stitutions says it will resist further added premiums.

The problem is, additional premiums would still
be assessed equally, with no higher premiums from
institutions engaging in riskier behavior. Thus heal-
thy, well-managed S&Ls would be asked to bail out
bankrupt competitors.

In the past few years, federal regulators have paid
off all depositors, even those with more than
$100,000, and tried to reorganize or sell bankrupt in-
stitutions — often with tax-financed sweeteners
thrown in — rather than just letting them go out of
business.

It’s time to start cutting those losses. The FSLIC
should pay off only the minimum promised, then let
bankrupt S&Ls go out of business. Then the FSLIC
should go out of business itself, letting S&Ls seek in-
surance in the private sector. More likely, however,
the FSLIC will nick taxpayers so it can ‘‘save’’ the
industry from a crisis the FSLIC created.
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A little more freedom again

WASHINGTON — In one view, the U.S. Labor
Department has struck a blow for liberty. In
another view, it launched ‘“‘a sneak attack on
workers' rights.’”’ It all depends on how one
looks at industrial work in the home.

The story is as old as the republic itself. In
Colonial times, seamstresses, artisans and cob-
blers produced goods in shops that were part of
their dwellings. During the industrial revolution
of the last century, when great factories and
immense textile mills arose, the practice con-
tinued but on a diminished scale. In the 1930s,
with the rise of big unions and the adoption of the
Fair Labor Standards Act, home work further
declined.

In 1942, the U.S. Department of Labor cracked
down on seven areas in which it perceived
abuses. It became unlawful for anyone to work
at home making mittens and gloves, buttons
and buckles, jewelry, handkerchiefs, embroid-
ery, women'’s garments and knitted outerwear.
In 1984, over the vehement protests of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers’ Union, the
ban on knitted outerwear was lifted.

This month the department announced that as
of Jan. 9, the ban will be lifted on everything but
women’s garments. The union has promised to
seek an injunction to prevent the new rule from
going into effect.

apoplectic statement. To permit home work|in
five areas, he said, will “condemn countléss
American workers to exploitation and sweat-
shop conditions.”’ President Reagan is seeking
‘““‘to complete this irresponsible, callous and
illegal betrayal of American workers.’’
Licenses cannot by adaquately policed. Unscru-
pulous employers will force home workers to
take below-legal wages ‘‘and even draft under-
age children to work.”’

Jay Mazur, president of the ILGWU, issued f'r

James J.
Kilpatrick

‘‘Home workers inevitably will be among the
most vulnerable workers in American society —
most often non-English speaking immigrants
and nearly always women. Lifting the ban on
home work will give a green light to employers
to exploit workers who will no longer be able to
count on the rights and protections to which they
are entitled by law.”’

The Department of Labor believes its new
rules will prevent such abuses. Employers who
hire home workers must obtain two-year certifi-
cates from the department. They must pledge
formally to obey the minimum wage and hour
requirements of federal law. Payment for
piecework must be at least equivalent to the
federal minimum wage.

Twenty additional investigators will be
assigned to policing the agreements. Violators
may be punished not only by payment of back
wages to aggrieved workers but also by civil
penalties.

No one seems to have a very good idea of how
many home workers may benefit from a lifting
of the ban. Cottage industries in the five fields
have been unlawful, but it seems to be unques-
tioned that some home work has continued any-
how. The government estimates that employers

might now lawfully hire upward of 20,000 home

workers. The union’s estimate is ‘*75,000-plus.” .

The Labor Department’s new rules, lf they
become operative, would have no eﬁect.m such
states as New York in which home work in these
fields is flatly prohibited. ) X

The department’s experience in knitted out-
erwear suggests that problems lie ahead. Since
the ban against home production of knitted out-
erwear finally was lifted in November 1984, af-
ter a prolonged battle in court, the department

'

' has tallied 126 violations, but most of these were
charged ag