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Marci Horne, 18, hangs rodeo poster at chamber office.

Top o’ Texas Rodeo preparing
for rompin’ and stompin’ week

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

Put on your boots, pull down
your hats, grab hold of your seats
and get ready for a rompin’,
stompin’ week of rodeo activities,
because all that's needed now is
the nod before the 1988 Top o’
Texas Rodeo is under way.

July 11 through 16 will be filled
with cowboys, cowgirls and a few
cow patties as Pampa swells with
participants in the annual Kid
Pony Show and Top o’ Texas Pro-
fessional Rodeo.

Top o’ Texas Kid Pony Show,
featuring events for children
through age 15, kicks off the week
of events. Entries open June 28 at
9 a.m. at the rodeo headquarters
in the Pampa Community Build-
ing, 200 N. Ballard. The Kid Pony
Show is set for 7 p.m., July 11, 12
and 13.

Kid Pony Show contestants will
compete in the following categor-
ies: goat ribbon race (5 and
under), barrel racing, golfette (11
and under), flag race (6-11),
breakaway calf roping, calf rop-

ing, ribbon roping, goat tying (14-
15), pole bending (12-15), calf rid-
ing (6-9), and bull riding (10-15).

These contestants will be di-
vided into six groups according to
age. Age 7 and under will be in
Groups 1 & I1, 8-11 in Groups 111 &
IV, and 12-15 in Groups V & VI.

Entries for the PRCA (Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion) and WPRA (Women'’s Pro-
fessional Rodeo Association)
members open July 5 at 2 p.m.
and close July 6 at 4 p.m. (Moun-
tain time) To enter, call 1-800-234
PRCA.

Local entries will be taken at
the rodeo office in the Commun-
ity Building from 9a.m., June 23,
until 5 p.m., June 30. A 60-mile
radius of Pampa has been set as
the boundary for local entries this
year.

Double Muggin’ will be brought
back for the amateur event with
entries limited to eight teams per
night. To enter, call the rodeo
office.

Bennie Beutler of Elk City,
Okla., retu~ns to Pampa to pro
duce this year’s Top o’ Texas Pro-

fessional Rodeo. Clem McSpad-
den, former Oklahoma senator
and traditional announcer for the
Pampa rodeo, mans the mic-
rophone once again.

Populardemand brings Jimmy
Anderson and his trained anith-
alsbacktothe arena. Anderson, a
professional rodeo clown, will be
joined by Ted Kimsey, another
familiar face to local rodeo fans.

Kimsey faced the bulls in the
1987 National Finals Rodeo in Las
Vegas asbarrel man. Andersonis
currently the number one bull-
fighter on the Wrangler Bull
Fight tour.

Pampa has been chosen as one
of 10 professional rodeos in Texas
to the Wrangler professional
rodeo circuit. ‘“We hope this will
bring better cowboys to our
rodeo,’’ said Wayne Stribling

Stribling explained that
Wrangler hosts circuit rodeos
throughout the United States
Professional rodeo contestants
who go to each of the rodeos in the
circuit are eligible for $1.000 in
extra winnings if they receive the

See RODEO, Page 2
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Jackson, Dul-akis agree
to overhaul party rules

WASHINGTON (AP) — Jesse
Jackson and Michael Dukakis
have agreed to overhaul Demo-
cratic Party rules for 1992, elimi-
nating provisions that Jackson
said prevented him from getting
as many delegates as he de-
served, a Dukakis spokesman
said Saturday.

The changes include cutting
the number of so-called super de-
legates by nearly half, and re-
quiring that all other delegates in
all states be awarded to presiden-
tial candidates in proportion to
the votes they receive.

The agreement between the
two campaigns virtually assures
that the proposed changes would
be ratified by the party’s national
convention in Atlanta next
month.

Dukakis campaign spokesman
Tad Devine said that the Mas-
sachusetts governor would have
won the nomination even if those

' - proposed rules were in place this

year.

‘“The reason that Mike Dukakis
is the nominee of the party is he
was the overwhelming choice of
the voters,”’ said Devine, who is
incharge of delegate selection for
Dukakis’ presidential campaign.

Jackson had complained that
the rules which allowed party
leaders and elected officials to
hold automatic seats as national
convention super delegates were
unfair.

Of the 643 super delegates to the
convention, Dukakis is supported
by 362 while Jackson has just 55,
according to The Associated
Press delegate count.

In addition, Jackson said that
some states which hold direct
election of delegates and others
which weight the process toward
the overall winner do not hand out
delegates fairly.

The proposed changes would
require all of the states to adopt
rules that would award delegates
proportionally.

If adopted by the rules commit-

tee and ratified by the national
convention, the rules would take
effect in 1992.

Devine said that the agreement
between the two campaigns was
reached after several days of
negotiations. He said it repre-
sented compromise on both sides.

While discussing proposed
rules changes, Jackson and
Dukakis also are negotiating on
wording for the party’s 1988 cam-
paign platform.

Meeting in Denver, the 16-
member Democratic drafting
committee are in the final stages
of preparing the national cam-
paign platform expected to be a
relatively brief document. (See
related story, Page 6.)

In behind-the-scenes negotia-
tions, Democrat officials worked
this weekend to narrow the differ-
ences between the camps of the
two presidential nominee conten-
ders on issues involving taxes,
defense and foreign policy.

Pampa couple die in accident

FRIONA — An elderly Pampa
couple died and a third man was
injured Friday afternoon'in a
broadside collision, seven miles
south of Friona.

Ruby England Gunn, 75, and
her husband James Elma Gunn,
79, of 1319 Williston were pro-
nounced dead at the scene of the
accident by Parmer County Jus-
tice of the Peace Francis Euler.

Atabout 1:45p.m. Friday, Mrs.
Gunn was driving a 1981 Chev-
rolet east on Texas 86 when she
apparently ran a stop sign at the
intersection of the highway and
Texas 214, according to Depart-
ment of Public Safety reports.

A truck tractor pulling a grain
trailer, driven by Conrad Mar-
tinez, 36, of Friona, was traveling
south on Texas 214 at the time and
struck the Gunn vehicle broad-
side, an Amarilto DPS spokes-
man said.

Martinez was treated at Par-
mer County Community Hospital
in Friona for minor injuries and
released

Seatbelts were worn by the
occupants of both vehicles, the
DPS spokesman said.

Joint services for Mr. and Mrs.
Gunn are to be at 2 p.m. Tuesday
at First United Methodist Church
with Dr. Max Browning, pastor,
officiating. Burial will follow in

Canadian

By SONNY BOHANAN
Staff Writer

On a flat southeast of the
Hemphill County Courthouse,
amidst a cloud of dust and
the thundering of hooves, the
public sport of rodeo drew its
first, embryonic breath.

And 100 years later, the
sight of cowboys and cow-
girls displaying their riding,
roping and racing prowess
before a crowd of spectators
is a common one. Rodeo is
alive and kicking in
America.

Residents of Canadian,
Texas, need search no furth-
er than their own backyards
to trace the roots of this
sport, for it was there, on
July 4, 1888, that one of the
first rodeos ever recorded
was staged.

Canadian competes with
Pecos and Prescott in the
Arizona Territory for the
bragging rights as the site of
the first rodeo.

The Pecos rodeo was held
to settle a dispute over who
were the better ropers and
riders among the cowboys of
two rival ranches, the Hash
Knife and the W Ranch. The
contest, held in an open field
on July 4, 1883, featured
bronc riding and steer rop-
ing, and the winning cowboys
were awarded prizes.

The Prescott event, which
consisted of Texas cowboys
letting off steam between
trail rides, took place in 1888.
Admission was charged to
spectators, and the cowboys
competed in bronc riding and
steer roping, just as they had
five years earlier in Pecos.

Canadian derives its claim
to fame from the fact that it
was the site of the first rodeo

earned title as ‘Rodeo Town’

held solely as a performance
for the public. The aim of its
first Independence Day rodeo
was to draw the eyes of
Texas and the world to the
town and to build its popular-
ity upon the sport of rodeo.
In commemoration of that
event, Canadian is called
‘““Rodeo Town’’ by F. Stanley
in his book by that name

Events scheduled for the
three-day celebration in-
cluded a tournament of
knights, featuring men on
horseback spearing rings
with lances; horse racing, a
roping match, a barbecue
and a ‘‘Grand Ball’’ at the
courthouse. Participants also
competed in less convention-
al events, such as a foot
race, sack race, greased pig
catching and greased pole
climbing.

According to the July 5,
1888, edition of The Canadian
Crescent, over 500 people
from around the area, includ-
ing the towns of Mobeetie,
Miami, Panhandle and Hig-
gins, were present to hear
Temple Houston, son of Sam
Houston, deliver an eloquent
address. Miss Capitola Ger-
lach then read the ‘‘Declara-
tion of Independence,’’ and
the rodeo events began.

Bronc riding was not a
scheduled event, but it was
recorded by C.A. Studer in a
story about the rodeo: “‘Lin-
ing the streets of the cow-
town stood hundreds of spec-
tators watching the cowboys
who had settled this area of
the Panhandle risk the perils
of attempted conquest of in-
furiated outlaw horses.

‘““No ready referees were
nearby to halt the plunging
ride as a timer’s gun sound-
ed the end of an eight-second

ride in leather. Contestants
rode until either the horse or
man proved better. These
contestants ran the risk of
plunging into buildings, rail
ings or spectators.’’

J. Ellison Carroll, a cow-
boy from the J. Buckle
Ranch, won both the roping
and riding events, taking
home a prize of $100. Ellison
later became a world cham-
pion calf roper

Studer recalls, ‘‘This
celebration, conceived in the
minds of the early day set
tlers, stands today as the
first true forerunner of rodeo
in Texas.”

Rodeos were held annually
in Canadian following that
first celebration until the ad-
vent of the Anvil Park Rodeo
in 1918.

J.C. Studer, a blacksmith
and immigrant to the United
States from Switzerland,
bought the Anvil Park Ranch
northeast of Canadian when
he moved to this area from
Kansas. According to his son,
Carl, Studer wanted to do
something to stimulate busi-
ness at his ranch, so he
staged the Anvil Park Rodeo
there.

Cowboys from as far away
as Canada and Wyoming
came to participate in events
that included wild cow milk-
ing, bull dogging, cowboy
foot races and bronc riding.
Studer supplied his own stock
for a time, but when the
rodeo became a professional
show in later years, Elra
Beutler of Elk City, Okla.,
furnished the stock.

Fireworks were always a
staple at the Anvil Park
Rodeo and were set off on an
island in the middle of a lake
near the rodeo site. And for

those in attendance who en
joyed swimming on the hot
summer days, Studer pro

vided swim suits and caps

To add atmosphere, Studer
hired Indians to camp
around the lake, trading
them beef in return for their
services.

Today, only a pasture re-
mains where cowboys used
to race, rope and ride. The
rodeo grandstands were torn
down in 1945, the last year
the Studer family sponsored
the rodeo. The Anvil Park
Rodeo languished due to
Studer’s failing health and
the decrease of available
performers brought on by
World War II.

But this setback did not kill
the rodeo in Canadian. The
Canadian Roping Club leased
a plot of land north of town
from Santa Fe Railroad and
built the present-day arena.
In 1946, the demolished
grandstands were replaced
with new ones.

Canadian hosts four rodeos
each year, sponsored by four
active clubs. The season be-
gins in June with the Old
Timers’ Rodeo, in which the
contestants must be 40 or
older to enter; the Fourth of
July Rodeo, sponsored by the
Canadian Rodeo Association;
a 4-H Rodeo in August, spon-
sored by the 4-H Riding
Club; and a Tri-State High
School Rodeo Association
Rodeo in October, sponsored
by the TSHSRA Club.

This year marks the
centennial of the annual
Canadian Fourth of July
Rodeo. From the birth to the
100th birthday of public
rodeo, Canadian has earned
the title “Rodeo Town.”

J.E. Gunn

Fairview Cemetery under the
direction of Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Gunn was born April 13,
1913 in Trenton. She was salutato
rian of her graduating class at
Greenville High School. She
earned a bachelor’s degree from
East Texas State University in
Commerce and a master’s de-
gree from West Texas State Uni-
versity in Canyon. She taught
school in Spearman and Pampa
for approximately 40 years. She
was a member of Order of the
Eastern Star and Delta Kappa

Ruby Gunn

Gamma teachers’ sorority.

Mr. Gunn was born on Aug. 29,
1908 in Willow Point. He moved to
Pampa in 1956 from Spearman.
He was a graduate of West Texas
State University and served as
manager of the Federal Land
Bank here from 1956 until his re-
tirement in 1975. He was former
superintendent of schools at
Spearman, where he also
coached athletics. He was a
member of\the- Pampa Noon
Lions Club and a 32nd degree
Mason. He was a veteran of the

See COUPLE, Page 2

Canadian ready for its

100th 4th of July rodeo

Canadian Rodeo Association’s
annual Fourth of July Rodeo,
lauded as the first such public
event of its kind, will kick off its
centennial celebration next
weekend.

The rodeo performances offi-
cially beginat7p.m. Friday, July
1, at the Canadian Rodeo Arena,
followed by performances on
Saturday, July 2, at 7 p.m. and
Sunday and Monday, July 3and 4,
at2 p.m

Rodeo events include bareback
bronc riding, calf roping, steer
wrestling, bull riding, girls bar-
rel racing and girls breakaway
roping. Belt buckles will be
awarded to the winners in each
event

In celebration of the 100th
birthday of the Canadian rodeo,
many other special events are
scheduled throughout the
weekend.

On Saturday, an open and
novice cutting contest will begin
at 8 a.m. at the Hecmphill County
Exhibition Center, followed by
the Bull Drop idter in the
morning.

Saturday at 6 p.m., the Ham-
burger Feed and Queen’s Contest
will begin at the Rodeo Arena.
Admission is free with a rodeo
ticket.

During Saturday’s rodeo per-
formance, a Teen-age Steer Sad-
dling contest will be held

Saturday’s festivities will wrap
up with a dance from 9 p.m. to 1
a.m., featuring musical guests
Asleep at the Wheel.

Sunday’s rodeo performance
begins at 2 p.m., followed by a
wild horse race, Sunday’s fea-
tured ‘‘special event.”

On Monday, July 4, the day's
events begin with a parade, spon-
sored by the chamber of com-

merce, at 10 a.m. in downtown
Canadian.

The Old Timers' Reunion,
which has traditionally been held
at the City Auditorium, was in-
itially scheduled to take place at
the Lazy H arena this year. The
Lazy H has organized a rodeo
which is to take place during the
same three days as the Canadian
Rodeo Association’s rodeo, and
the moving of the Old Timers’
Reunion to the Lazy H arena be-
came a source of friction between
the two organizations, some
citizens reported.

The chamber, however, in a
meeting on Wednesday, June 15,
voted to return the reunion to its
traditional setting, the City Au-
ditorium. Thus, it will begin there
on July 4 at 11 a.m.

During Sunday’s rodeo per-
formance at 2 p.m., willing parti-
cipants will compete in the Wild
Cow Milking ‘‘special event.”
Also at that time, the 1988 Rodeo
Queen will be crowned.

The fireworks display will be-
gin at dusk in City Park.

The three-day event will con-
clude with a dance, featuring the
music of Dixon Creek, from 9
p.m.to1lam.

Canadian's River Valley
Pioneer Museum will be open dai-
ly from 1 to 7 p.m. The Canadian
Fishing Ponds west of the rodeo
arena are also available to the
public.

Bill Hext will furnish the stock
for the rodeo. Entries are limited
to 70 contestants in each event.
The books open and close on Mon-
day, June 27, from8a.m. to5p.m.

Non-Texas Cowboys Rodeo
Aslsocnmon members must mail
only money orders to Vlr“.
Hext, HCR 3, Box 34A,

Texas 79014. Entry pa
must be received by June 30.
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Services tomorrow

Hospital

PALMER, Alvida ‘‘Happy’’ — 11 a.m.,
Schooler-Gordon Bell Avenue Chapel,

Amarillo.

Obituaries

ALVIDA ‘HAPPY’' PALMER

AMARILLO Funeral services for Alvida
“‘Happy'' Palmer, sister of Edna Jordan of Pam-
pa, are to be at 11 a.m. Monday in the Schooler-
Gordon Bell Avenue Chapel with the Rev. James
Garten, pastor of the Pavillard Baptist Church of
Amarillo, officiating

Burial will follow in Memorial Park Cemetery.

Mrs. Palmer, 69, died Friday. She was born in
Athens and had lived in Amarillo 44 years, retir-
ing from Southwest Osteopathic Hospital. She
married Horace Palmer in 1941. He died in 1977.

Survivors include a daughter, four sons, two
sisters, 15 grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren

The family will be at 6608 Wentworth in Amaril-
lo and requests memorials be to Khiva Temple
Hospital traveling fund, P.O. Box 328, Amarillo,
TX 79105

BILL LYTLE

Bill Lytle, 79, died Saturday. Graveside ser-
vices are to be at 4 p.m. Tuesday in Memory
Gardens with the Rev. John Denton of Calvary
Baptist Church officiating. Arrangements are by
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mr. Lytle was born April 10, 1909 in Warrens-
burg, Miss. He moved to Pampa from Borger in
1984. He married Anna Mae Renfro in 1957 at
Borger. He was a member of the Church of God
and was a veteran of World War II.

Survivors include his wife, Anna, of the home;
one son, Bill Lytle of Tacoma, Wash.; six daugh-
ters, Jean Solver of Oklahoma City; Norma
Roberts of Renton, Wash.; Nina McHone of
Amarillo; Sarah Blain, Jean Townsend and Lela
Dickerman, all of Pampa ; one brother, Floyd Ly-
tle of Marion, Kan.; one sister, Pansy Galvin of
Fort Scott, Kan.; 23 grandchildren and several
great-grandchildren.

Police report

Pampa Police Department responded to the fol-
lowing calls during the 32-hour period ending at 3
p.m. Saturday.

FRIDAY, June 24

Frank's Food, 421 E. Frederic, reported a
forged check

A juvenile reported theft at Optimist Park.

Safeway, 2545 Perryton Pkwy., reported forged
checks.

Tom Davis, 1030 Twiford, reported criminal
mischief at his residence.

A juvenile reported theft at Pampa High
School, 111 E. Harvester.

Jewdy Mae Hill, 525 N. Dwight, reported burg-
lary of the residence.

SATURDAY, June 25

Cynthia Plummer, 514 Yeager, reported burg-
lary of the residence.

Pampa Independent School District reported
burglary of Pampa High School, 111 E.
Harvester.

Michael David Thompson, 410 N. Roberta, re-
ported burglary of his 1966 Ford pickup while
parked at the residence.

Martin Jesse Martinez, 625 N. Russell, reported
aggravated assault at the residence.

Becky Marcum, 1145 E. Harvester, reported
criminal trespass at 833 W. Foster.

Arrests
FRIDAY, June 24

Wade Newsome, 18, 406 Yeager, was arrested
at the residence on charges of disorderly conduct
and minor in possession. He was released on
bond

Fire report

Pampa Fire Department responded to the fol-
lowing calls during the 32-hour period ending at 3
p.m. Saturday

FRIDAY, June 24

9:29a.m A grass fire was reported on Locust
Street. It was determined to be a false alarm.

9:46 a.m A second call to Locust Street was
also a false alarm

4:24 p.m Firefighters were called to exting-
uish a fire at Crall Products, Price Road. A fire to
burn cardboard boxes had gotten out of control
and caught trash and grass in the area on fire
also. Three men and two units responded. A dam-
age estimate was not given.

8:37p.m A grass fire was reported at 1238 E.
Frederic. Three men and one unit responded. Ab-
out a quarter of an acre of grass was burned.
Cause of the fire is unknown

9:18p.m.— A pan of grease on fire was reported
at 116 S. Wells. Six men and two units responded
The fire was out on arrival. There was no
damage

9:48 p.m. — A grass fire was reported at 1404 E.
Frederic. A half acre of grass was burned, cause
unknown. Three men and one unit responded.

11:43 p.m. — A house fire was reported at 933 S
Faulkner, owned by James and Kim Ivey. A short
in a fan had filled the house with smoke and
caused a small burn on the carpet. Six men and
two units responded.

SATURDAY, June 25

1:44 p.m A grass fire was reported at 1001
Gordon, a vacant house owned by Bruce Ferris of
Pampa. Part of the grass surrounding the house
was burned. Three men and one unit responded.

Minor accidents

FRIDAY, June 24

A 1982 Buick driven by Mary Morris Bailey, 221
N. Russell, came in collision with a 1986 Chevrolet
driven by Donna French Caldwell, 1115 Charles,
in the 300 block of West Foster. Bailey was cited
for backing when unsafe. No injuries were re-
ported

A Buick driven by Bill Wright of Pampa col-
lided with a juvenile riding a bicycle in the 300
block of North Starkweather. No injuries were
reported or citations issued.

A 1984 Suzuki driven by Aaron Keler, 4, and a
1986 Yamaha driven by Chris Keller, 13, addres-
ses not given, collided at 1005 Magnolia. Both chil-
dren were reported taken to Coronado Hospital by
private vehicle. Aaron Keller was t:ansported to
Northwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo suffering
from a fractured skull and a broken arm. NWTH
officials said Saturday that the child was in satis-
factory condition in the intensive care unit and
was scheduled to be moved to the medical floor.

CORONADO Dismissals
HOSPITAL Lois Henry, Lefors
Admissions Aubrey L. Jones,
Stanley Beck, White Pampa
Deer Earl Dee Jolly,
Tamra S. Burks, Wheeler
Pampa Erika Adams, Pampa
Kevin Cahall, Skelly- Nancy Greenhouse
town and baby girl, Miami
Eithell B. Coble, Bryan O. Combs,
Pampa Pampa (extended care)
Quevedo V. Morgan, Effie B. Covington,
Pampa Pampa (extended care)
Sedrel McGuffin, Calvin Ditmore, Pam-
Pampa pa (extended care)
Births SHAMROCK
To Connie S. Kirklin, HOSPITAL

Pampa, a girl. Not available.

Court report

PAMPA MUNICIPAL COURT

Warrants were issued for Jane Anderson, who
failed to appear on two speeding charges.

David Patrick Bronner was fined $71 for im-
proper use of a turn signal and failure to appear,
and agreed to take adriving improvement course
on a charge of failure to drive in a single lane.

Deborah Erwin was fined $35.50 for speeding.

Warrants were issued for Barry Glenn, who
failed to appear on charges of no liability insur:
ance and failure to appear.

Maury Harnly agreed to take defensive driving
on a charge of running a red light.

Jimmy Helfer was fined $37.50 for dog at large;
a charge of simple assault was dismissed after
the complainant failed to appear.

A charge of simple assault against Kieth Helfer
was dismissed after the complainant failed to
appear.

Lori Helton was fined $40.50 for failure to
appear.

Debora Mojica was fined $40.50 for no valid
driver’s license. .

Adjudication on a charge of running a stop sign
against William Pickard was deferred 30 days
and Pickard was fined $35.50.

Brandon Strawn agreed to take defensive driv-
ing on a charge of running a red light.

Loy Stone was fined $71 for violating driver’s
license restriction A (corrective lenses) and fai-
lure to dim headlights.

Jim Bob Taylor agreed to take defensive driv-
ing on a charge of failure to yield the right of way.

Warrants were issued for Sammy Whatley Jr.,
who failed to appear on charges of failure to stop
and exchange information, failure to maintain a
single lane and driving at an unsafe speed.

Adjudication on a charge of speeding against
Douglas Winkleblack was deferred 30 days and
Winkleblack was fined $35.50.

SMALL CLAIMS

Precinct 1

Robert J. Philips, D.O., vs. Richard Hill, 1017 S.
Christy: default judgment for Philips.

Covalt’s Home Supply vs. K.R. Paulsson, White
Deer: abstract of judgment for Covalt’s.

Dean’s Pharmacy vs. Tina Music, Pampa: de-
fault judgment for Dean’s.

Covalt’s Home Supply vs. Gary Adams, Pam-
pa: writ of execution in favor of Covalt’s.
Precinct 2

First National Bank in Pampa vs. Floyd J.
Simpson for Bradley Hugg: default and abstract
of judgment for First National.

GRAY COUNTY COURT

Warrants were issued for Sam Lee Palmer,
Jerry Lee Bourland, Billy Ray Glass, Ricky W.
Jennings, Richard Burton Palmer Jr., Thomas
Joseph Carpenter, Terry Lee Wells, Donald Gene
Robinson, George Randy McClelland, Randy Lon
Powell, Bryan Lee Callahan, Patrick Lee Herr
and Leon Junior Jackson, all charged with violat-
ing probation.

A suit filed by Warner and Finney Attorneys
against John E. Parker Jr. was dismissed.

Charges of violating probation against Shane
Seratt, James Earl Woodruff and Priscilla Gates
Williams were dismissed because the defendants
completed the terms of probation
Marriage Licenses

Carey Thomas May and Cheryl Sue Sullins

Lawrence Benny Wilson and Glory Jean
Routch

Scott Matthew Hansen and Brenda Ann Ogden

John Robert Perez Jr. and Micaela Mendoza

William Louis Samuel and Teresa Lynn
Cheatham

Jerry Ellis Riley and Lure Hazel Smith

Gary Jearl Swinney and Elizabeth Pauline Tel-
kamp

DISTRICT COURT

Criminal Cases

Antonio Garcia Galaviz, Lazaro Rosalez and
Arthur Ray Short each were fined $500 and placed
on probation two years for driving while intoxi-
cated, subsequent offenses.

Michael Glen Palmer was sentenced to five
years in prison for burglary after probation was
revoked.

Civil Cases Filed

Diane K. Wells vs. IRI International Corp. and
Joe Thomas Stringer: suit alleging damages.

National Bank of Commerce vs. William D. and
Melissa McGregor: suit on note.

Yolanda Wilson, individually and as next friend
of a minor, vs. Jerry and Venita Ruth Carter: suit
alleging auto damages and personal injury.

First Cimarron Inc. vs. Shop-A-MinitTnc.; Lar-
ry Parker, C.R. DeHover, M.D., and James
Roark: suit on promissory note.

City of Pampa vs. Leroy E. E.iward Rossiter:
suit to set aside award.

United States Fidelity Guarant Co. vs. The In-
dustrial Board of Texas, trustee of the Second
Injury Fund of the state of Texas: suit to set aside
award.

Diverces

Marvin Dale Johnson and Twyla Beth Johnson

Malcomb Ray Horton and Sandra Horton

Tony Joe Henley and Dara Kay Henley

Calendar of events

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Overeaters Anonymous meets at 1:30p.m. each
Monday and at 7 p.m. each Thursday in the Youth
House of First United Methodist Church. For
more information, call Linda at 665-1726 or Wani-
ta at 669-2116.

Politics have made Texas justice

a laughingstock, .candid

By PAUL PINKHAM
Senior Staff Writer

Judicial politics have helped
make Texas justice the laughing-
stock of the nation, making this
election year crucial, the state’s
highest-ranking civil judge told
Gray County Republicans on
Friday.

Chief Texas Supreme Court
Justice Tom Phillips, campaign-
ing to keep the post to which he
was appointed by Gov. Bill Cle-
ments in January, said criticism
of the court has existed for years,
but ‘‘it’s all come to a head during
the last year or so.”

Phillips, 38, a Houston jurist,
replaced former Chief Justice
John Hill, who resigned to devote
his time to push for an appointive
rather than an elective system of
selecting judges. Phillips faces
Democratic Justice Ted Z.
Robertson in November’s gener-
al election.

‘““The criticism, if anything, has
been worse outside of Texas. I
frankly don’t think it's all been
justified,”’ Phillips said. He joked
that criticism in such newspap-
ers as The New York Times is a
form of revenge for ‘‘Drive 80 and
freeze a Yankee'' bumper stick-
ers that Texans had on their cars
a few years back.

With six of nine Supreme Court
positions up for grabs in Novem-
ber, Phillips said this year’s elec-
tion will be a referendum by
Texas voters on the judicial
system.

The real problem, Phillips
said, lies in Texas considering the
judiciary just another political
office when judges have, infact, a
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Phillips

different role than most officehol-
ders. Judges, he said, are not in
office to help create a ‘‘perfect
society’’ but merely to decide
lawsuits based on the law of the
land.

Any lawmaking power judges
have should be used cautiously,
he said.

‘“When we go beyond that very
narrow role and try to solve every
social ill, we are, in my estima-
tion, impinging on democracy,”’
Phillips said.

Another perceived problem
with the state’s judiciary, Phil-
lips said, is judicial campaigns
financed heavily by lawyers. The
court must ‘“‘not only do justice
but seem to do justice,’”’ he said.

Phillips has limited contribu-
tions to his own campaign to
$5,000.

““I believe it’'s wrong to run a
race for the court where you are

ate claims

financed by such a narrow group
of people,” Phillips said, pledg-
ing to give the court ‘‘back to the
people of Texas.” :

Phillips said he is ‘‘not ready”
to advocate a system of selecting
judges but conceded that some
change needs to be made. He cal-
led the current system a ‘‘ran-
dom crap shoot, which serves np-
body’s interest.” _

The retention system — where
voters decide only whether or npt
to allow a particular judge to re-
main in office — has merit, Phil
lips said, because it allows judggs
to run against their records
However, he said he wouldn’t
want to see the retention system
used in every judicial race.

I will join all my predecessors
in advocating change, but I don’t
think there will be a Phillips
plan,” he said.

Another problem with the cur-
rent system, he said, is the im-
portance of party affiliation,
where candidates’ party affilia-
tions, not their credentials, win
them judgeships. The problem is
particularly acute in urban
areas, where numerous positions
are voted on at the same time, he
explained, and most judges are
elected in ‘‘party sweeps.”’

Phillips said he is trying his
best to run a non-partisan cam-
paign.

“We ... need to get the message
out that (in) the Texas judiciary,
nobody has an advantage be-
cause of which party they belong
to,”” Phillips said.

Phillips also called for a shor-
ter campaign season, saying it is
difficult to be a full-time judge
and run a campaign.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rodeo

highest ratings after completing
the circuit, he said.

A Hard Luck Cowboy award, a
pair of Wrangler jeans, will also
be given on Thursday and Friday
nights. Recipient of the dubious
honor goes to the contestant the
announcer sees as having the
hardest luck.

Thursday, July 14, a free bar-
becue sponsored by The Food
Emporium and the Top o’ Texas
Rodeo, will be served to Thurs-
day night ticket holders.

Slide Barr, a country western
group from Oklahoma, will be
appearing at the rodeo dances
Friday and Saturday, July 15 and
16, in the Clyde Carruth Pavilion.
Dances begin at 9 p.m. each
night.

Slide Barr has performed at the
Grand Ole Opry in Nashville,
Tenn., and has played back-up
for such popular entertainers as
Reba McEntire, Merle Haggard,
Roy Clark, Mason Dixon, Eddie
Rabbit and others.

This year’s Top o’ Texas Rodeo
parade is to begin at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday. A new route will be fol-
lowed and will be announced at a

City briefs

later date. To enter, call the
rodeo office.

The paradé has been divided
into five divisions: most typical
ranch entry, best civic club or
organization entry, most attrac-
tive commercial entry, best rid-
ing club and classic cars.

Engraved trophies will be
awarded for first and second
place in the ranch, civic and com-
mercial categories. A traveling
trophy will be awarded for first
place riding club and engraved
trophies will also be given for
second and third place riding
clubs. Engraved trophies will be
given for first, second and third
classic car winners.

Most typical ranch division in-

eludes chuck wagons, covered
wagons, surreys, hacks, stage
coaches, old time prospector and
the like. Entries for the civic club
or organizations need not be a
western theme, however. Anti-
que cars will be included in the
classic car division.

Buckles will be awarded to win-
ners in Groups I to IV in the Kid
Pony Show.

General admission tickets for
the rodeo performances may be
secured by calling the rodeo
office and various Pampa mer-
chants. Reserved seats are avail-
able by calling 669-3241 or by writ
ing P.O. Box 1942, Pampa, Texas
T79065.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Couple

U.S. Navy, having served in
World War II.

Mr. Gunn married the former
Ruby England on July 22, 1938 in
Spearman. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Gunn were active members of the
First United Methodist Church
here and of the Winsome Sunday
School Class. Mrs. Gunn was

church pianist.

They are survived by their
daughter, Lynda Shackelford,
and two grandchildren, Amy and
Sara Shackelford, all of Plano,
and several nieces and nephews
Mrs. Gunnis also survived by two
brothers, Leland England of Tyl-
er and Leon England of Stockton,
Calif.

The family will be at 1319 Wil-
liston.

75% OFF all items. Fixtures
for sale. Closing June 30. Grant's
Smoke Shop, Coronado Center.
Adv.

HAIRSTYLIST NEEDED at
Hair-Handlers. Excellent be-
nefits. See Jo, 1319 N. Hobart.
Adv.

PERMS $20, Haircut included.
Ruth, 665-9236. Adv.

NEW AT Motion Video! Sun-
day thru Thursday are $1 Days.
Friday, Saturday are $2. Rent 2
and get 1 Free! Reservations,
669-1879, 2335 N. Hobart. Adv.

CLARENDON COLLEGE
Pampa Center will begin Phase
II of Secretary business program
on Monday, June 27th, 9 a.m. Be-
ginning typing skills are needed
to begin this Phase. Enroll now,
or first day of class. Adv.

THE HAMBURGER Station
open 7 days a week. Call in! De-
luxe hamburgers 99°. 665-9131.
Adv.

WE WOULD like to give our
heartfelt thanks to the many
friends, organizations and chur-
ches for their prayers, good
deeds, cards and flowers while
we were in Houston. Without your
support and prayers Jennifer’'s
treatment in Houston would not
have been possible. We are com-
ing home next week for a 3 week
stay. It is such a wonderful feel-
ing to come home to a community
who has given us so much sup-
port, and blessed us with their
prayers and love. God Bless You
All. Vivian and Jennifer Malone.
Adv.

EVENING DENTAL Appint-
ments available with Roy F.
Braswell and Associates. Call
665-0418 or 665-8449. 1007 Duncan.
Adv.

MEALS on WHEELS

669-1007 P.O. Box 939 Adv.

SEAFARER’S INN Sunday
Buffet, All You Can Eat Fried
chicken, Barbeque ribs, Catfish,
Salad and Fruit bar. $4.95. Adv.

PHS CHOIR fireworks stand
Corner of Price Rd. and Alcock
June 24th thru July 4th. Adv.

THE LOFT inside Michelle's,
201 N. Cuyler. Monday, Friday
quiche. Tuesday-Berox. Every
day homemade desserts, gour
met sandwiches, soups, salads
To book your next luncheon or
banquet, call 665-2129. Adv.

AMERICAN FLAG Kits, $25
665-2290, 665-7037. Adv.

TAE KWON Do Classes (Ka
rate) starting now. 665-8554. Adv

GOING TO Market. Save 20%
and more on everything in the
shop. Root candles 40% off
Gwen's, 711 Hazel, 665-4643. Adv

VIKEN-ROMERO Wedding is
July 1, 3 p.m. First Baptist
Church, White Deer. Dance 8-12

p.m. Community Center, Fence- "

walker. Adv.

3 BEDROOM, fence, garage
23 pets. References. 665-4180.
v.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Partly cloudy today with a 20-
percent chance of thunder-
storms. High to be in the upper
80s with south winds at 5-15
mph.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas — Widely scat-
tered to scattered showers and
thunderstorms, most numer-
ous southern sections through
Sunday. No important temper-
ature changes. Highs Sunday
upper 80s Panhandle to mid
90s lower Pecos Valley and far
west to near 102 Big Bend val-
leys. Lows tonight mostly 60s
with mid 50s mountains and
lower 70s Big Bend.

North Texas — Partly
cloudy east Sunday with a
slight chance of thunder-
storms. Fair west. Highs in the
90s. Lows in the lower to mid
70s.

South Texas — Widely scat-
tered showers Sunday. Cloudy
to partly cloudy southeast to

generally partly cloudy else-
where through Sunday. Highs
upper 80s east and southeast

. and inthe 90s elsewhere. Lows
tonight in the 70s and Highs
Sunday in the 90s except in the
80s upper coast.

EXTENDED FORECAST

. Monday through Wednesday

West Texas — Partly cloudy
with isolated afternoon and
evening thunderstorms.
Temperatures near or a little
above normal. Panhandle:
South Plains and Permian
Basin: Lows in the upper 60s;
highs in the lower to mid 90s.
Concho Valley: Lows around
70; highs in the mid 90s. Far
West: Lows around 70; highs
in the mid to upper 90s. Big
Bend: Lows near 60 mountains
to lower 70s lower valleys;
highs near 90 mountains to 102
lower valleys.

North Texas — Partly
cloudy with a slight chance of
thunderstorms east Monday.
Mostly fair Tuesday and
Wednesday. Highs in the 90s,

low in the 70s.

South Texas — Scattered
afternoon and evening show-
ers or thundershowers mainly
Southeast Texas. Otherwise,
partly cloudy and hot days,
mostly fair at night. Highs in
the 80s near the coast, around
100 Rio Grande plains, 90s rest
<7)(f) South Texas. Lows in the

S.

" BORDER STATES

Oklahoma — Clear to partly
cloudy through Sunday with
scattered afternoon and even-
ing thunderstorms. Continued
hot afternoons. Highs in the
90s; lows tonight upper 60s
Panhandle to upper 70s east.

New Mexico — Partly
cloudy Sunday with widely
scattered afternoon and night-
time thundershowers, most
numerous over the mountains
and west. Highs from the 70s to
mid 80s mountains to the upper
80s and mid 90s elsewhere.
Lows tonight in the mid 40s and
50s mountains to the 60s at the
lower elevations.
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By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

Leonard said.

riage.

in Winston-Salem, N.C.

ing school.

L't. J o!m Leonard, formerly of San Angelo,
arpved in Pampa last week to take over the
reins for the Salvation Army here.

“I don’t know what all has taken place,
but I know what will take place,”’ Lt.

Formerly a youth officer for the Salvation
Arxpy in San Angelo, Leonard, 23, said Pam-
pa is his first command. He will begin his
command alone, but hopes to be joined in
January by his fiancee Lt. Janet Sutton, a
youth officer in Amarillo, after their mar-

Both Lt. Leonard and Lt. Sutton have an
extensive background in the Salvation
Army. Lt. Leonard’s parents, Maj. and Mrs.
Preston Leonard, are administrators of the
well-known Salvation Army Drug and Alco-
hol Rehabilitation Center in Amarillo. Lt.
Sutton is the daughter of Maj. and Mrs. R.E.
Sutton, commanders of the Salvation Army

The two met about seven years ago at a
Salvation Army summer camp, but their
friendship did not develop until officer train-

Lt. Leonard said the Salvation Army is
already deeply involved in the Cabot Volun-
teer Van program and he plans to re-instate

the monthly Golden Agers luncheons in

September.

He said he also intends to work with the
Salvation Thrift Store and initiate some new
ideas such as having a ‘“‘bag day,” where
anyone can purchase a shopping bag for a
nickle and then fill it with as much clothing
from the store as it will hold for no addition-

al cost.

munity.

area.

Salvation Army’s social relief services
will also be put into full swing, Lt. Leonard
said. “I know the economy is crunched,’’ he
said, ‘“‘but we’re going to stretch our hand as
far as it can be stretched.”

His intentions, he said, are to make the
Salvation Army an active part of the com- °

Lt. Leonard does not consider his work a
job, he said. “‘It’s my duty and honor. I want
to be the very best I can be. I would have
people not see Lt. Leonard as a hardwork-
ing, fun loving individual as much as I would
have them see the Salvation Army as a
hardworking, fundamental organization,
wanting to help with the needs of others. If
we can help, we will.”

Lt. Leonard said he was ‘‘elated’’ to hear
that he was coming to Pampa. After spend-
ing his life in communities with several hun-
dred thousand to more than a million resi-
dents, he was excited to come to a rural

New Salvation Army commander ready
to take an active part in the community

Lt. Leonard

“I'll bet most of Green County heard me
when I found out,”’ he said laughing. “I
shouted and hollared.”

Volunteers are an urgent need -at the
Salvation Army right now, Lt. Leonard said.
Anyone interested may call. '

‘‘We’ll love to get ahold of them. My office
staff is nil. We really need help in the
office,”” he said.

Lt. Leonard attended Eastern Texas State
University, majoring in music education.
He completed Salvation Army Training Col-
lege in Atlanta, Ga., and was commissioned
and ordained last summer.

=%

Pentagon

By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder-
al investigators have videotapes
that show two Pentagon officials
allegedly taking bribes from pri-
vate consultants in return for in-
formation on lucrative defense
contracts, according to a broad-
cast report.

‘The report surfaced as mem-
bers of Congress are debating
how the government should treat
defense contractors under scru-
tiny in a wide-ranging probe into
whether they bought information
from consultants who got the in-
formation from Pentagon offi-
cials they bribed.

The secret information could
have given the recipients an
advantage in competing for con-
tracts worth billions of dollars.

Between 75 and 100 Pentagon
contracts may have been tainted,
according to prosecutor Henry E.
Hudson.

NBC News, citing unidentified
sources, reported Friday that
Victor Cohen, a deputy assistant

- secretary of the Air Force, and

James Gaines, adeputy assistant
secretary of the Navy, both
appear on the videotapes.

officials surface on videotape

Both men have been tempor-
arily reassigned to other duties
since their offices were searched
last week by investigators.

Gaines’ attorney, Michael
Schatzow, said he had no com-
ment on the NBC report, but
added: “I'll just wait and allow
everybody who’s been reporting
these stories to wait and be
embarrassed later.”’

Cohen’s attorney, Seymour
Glanzer, was unavailable for
comment.

The network said the consul-
tants shown on the videotapes in-
clude Melvyn Paisley, a former
assistant secretary of the Navy
whose office was searched by
federal authorities last week.

Paisley’s attorney, E. Lawr-
ence Barcella, denounced the
officials who provided the in-
formation to NBC.

‘“This is just a further example
of the government trying their
case in the press rather than
waiting for specific allegations to
try in court,”’ he said in a tele-
phone interview.

The-.Senate Appropriations
Commiftee considered legisla-
tion Friday that would have given
the government the power to
withhold payments to companies

that are under investigation in
the Pentagon probe.

The proposal was withdrawn
after a debate in which one side
argued that no payments should
be made on fraudulently obtained
contracts, while the other side in-
sisted that such action would be
premature.

Meanwhile, a senator said in a
television interview that if cor-
ruption was detected in a sub-
stantial number of contracts,
they should be renegotiated.

‘“And that’s a tough, tough
problem, because those con-
tracts are producing essential
goods to our national defense to-
day,” Sen. John Warner, R-Va.,
said on a syndicated television in-
terview show, John McLaugh-
lin's One on One. Warner is a for-
mer Navy secretary.

The amendment considered by
the Appropriations Committee
was offered by Sen. Ted Stevens,
R-Alaska.

He said he was pressing it to
head off measures by Sens.
Ernest Hollings, D-S.C., and
Alfonse D’Amato, R-N.Y., that
would have affected specific con-
tractors.

Stevens said his amendment
would give the government an op-

Vice officer appeals job dismissal

AUSTIN (AP) — An Austin vice
officer who was fired after being
connected to a federal drug inves-
tigation has appealed the dismis-

- sal to the state Civil Service Com-

mission, his attorney said.

Officer James Balagia — who
police officials assert used mari-
juana and cocaine, and associ-
ated with drug offenders — has
requested a hearing by an inde-
pendent arbitrator, who could
reinstate him, said lawyer Joe
Gilbreath on Friday.

Balagia appealed the firing ‘‘so
that he can try to clear his name
and get his job back,’’ Gilbreath
said.

Balagia is asking the arbitrator
to decide if charges against him

were true and legally sufficient to
warrant dismissal, and if he de-
served to be fired, Gilbreath said.

Assistant Police Chief Ray San-
ders said he was unaware that
Balagia had appealed the firing.
Sanders had no comment on the
action.

Balagia and former vice officer
Kevin Behr were identified by
federal Drig Enforcement Admi-
nistration agents in March after
the two visited a house under sur-
veillance in Brenham. A Houston
DEA spokesman has said the
officers were suspected of
‘‘cocaine involvement’’ and that
the federal investigation is con-
tinuing.

Behr resigned May 3. Balagia,

who entered a drug treatment
center May 5, refused orders
from Police Chief Jim Everett
that he cooperate with an internal
police investigation of the federal
allegations against him.

Last week, Everett suspended
Balagia without pay indefinitely,
an action that is equivalent to fir-
ing under Civil Service Commis-
sion rules. Balagia had 10 days to
appeal the firing.

Everett said the internal inves-
tigation showed Balagia aban-
doned his duty by not taking ac-
tion against known illegal narco-
tics activity, and violated depart
ment rules by using and posses-
sing illegal drugs and by bringing
discredit upon himself and the de-
partment.

Get the facts straight, pardner!!

Amarillo Globe-News columnist Bill Cox has

seen fit to stick his nose into Gray County politics. I

guess that’s his right.

But really, Bill, you need to get your facts

straight before you begin telling us country bump-
kins how we should vote or what we should feel. B
For those that missed it, Cox’s ‘‘City Run’’ col-

umn Tuesday was entitled ‘‘Pampa sheriff has
earned the right to choose.”” The column was a
ringing endorsement of Gray County Sheriff Rufe
Jordan and his opposition to the Panhandle Re-
gional Narcotics Trafficking Task Force.

I don’t necessarily disagree with the premise
that Sheriff Jordan has earned the right to choose.
He's the sheriff, and, whether he’s been in office
for three years or 33 years, his job is to determine
what’s best for law enforcement in our county.

But county voters also have the right to choose
whether the sheriff is doing the job they’re paying
him to do, a right that, thank God, isn’t earned but
guaranteed by our state and federal constitutions.
And I, for one, think it’s great that voters finally
have a choice after 20 years of one-man, one-party

rule in the sheriff’s office.

That’s not an endorsement of either write-in
candidate — or of the task force, for that matter.
That’s just the way democracy is supposed to

work.

But back to Mr. Cox’s diatribe. Just the facts,

please, sir:

* Cox quote: “‘It’s the first time Rufe has had any

opposition, I understand.”

Fact: Actually, Rufe has had several primary
. opponents since he defeated former Sheriff G.H.
- Kyle to win the office for the first time in 1950.
In 1956, he again defeated Kyle.
In 1960, he defeated three men — Jim Barrett,
Louie Allen and Jack Craig. Craig, of Kingsmill,
in a shootout with deputies.
1964, he defeated L.J. Flaherty.
he defeated Bill Whitsell.
Cox quote: “Jimmy Free ... and Robert Daniel
‘aylor ... have filed as write-in candidates, which
as well since they don’t have to pay a
or have the signatures of voters as regu-

:

died
In
In 1968,

:

tes do."”’

|

Paul

Off Beat

Pinkham

Fact: Both Free and Taylor, whom Mr. Cox
noted are running at least in part on the task force
issue, are running as write-ins because the issue

-didn’t arise until long after the filing deadline. If

they hope to win, I'm sure both men would much
prefer to have their names on the ballot.
% Cox quote: ‘‘... it isn’t just Rufe Jordan who has
wondered at times about the encroachment of
Amarillo on some of the little towns in our area in
several respects.”

Fact: You're absolutely right, Mr. Cox, but

what, praytell, is your telling us how to vote if it’s
not an encroachment? No more of an encroach-
ment, it appears to me, than cooperative help for

communities wishing to rid themselves of the

scourge of dope-dealers.

No more of an encroachment than a task force

run by an advisory board made up of sheriffs,

police chiefs, prosecutors and judges from these

“little towns’’ you speak of.
#* Cox quote: “‘I don’t think any lawbreaking will
get out of control in Gray County as long as the

tough sheriff is in office.”

Fact: Tell that to Glenna Branscum'’s family.
According to the 7th Court of Appeals, her killer is
a free man today, in part, because a bungled inves-
tigation by Sheriff Jordan and former District
Attorney Bill Waters allowed the case to disappear
from court dockets.

I wonder how Cox and his fellow Amarilloans
would feel about their own law enforcement le
lftheyhdbotcbod,uy.ﬂnhykeﬂyl’mm:l

case in a similar manner.

tion, short of permanently termi-
nating a contract, to halt pay-
ments temporarily where ‘“‘these
practices may have caused the
government to be not treated
fairly.”

But other lawmakers argued
that the enactment of such a law
would prematurely interfere
with the investigation of the scan-
dal and threaten the jobs of work-
ers at defense contracting firms.

“You're going to hurt a lot of
innocent people,’’ said Sen. War-
ren Rudman, R-N.H.

Stevens withdrew his proposal,
saying he might introduce it on
the Senate floor later, after the
other lawmakers agreed not to
pursue their more specific provi-
sions.

He had introduced the lan-
guage as an amendment to the
$282.6 billion fiscal 1989 Depart-
ment of Defense appropriations
bill, which the committee sent to
the full Senate on a voice vote.

Attorney General Edwin
Meese II1, asked about the prob-
e’s status, said he did not know
‘“‘whether it will expand at all.”

He added: “It’s at the normal
stage of aninvestigation ... where
you're collecting information,
you're analyzing information and
then you're determining what the
next steps might be.”
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Driver shot
by tailgater

AUSTIN (AP) — An Army Re-
serve officer who was shot in the
neck by someone in a car that fol-
lowed him down an interstate
highway was in good condition
Saturday at a local hospital, a
spokesman said.

Lt. Col. Ronald Good, 45, of Val-
ley Center, Kan., was shot after
being tailgated for three miles on
Interstate 35 south of Austin early
Friday, police said.

Good, an officer in a Reserve
unitin Wichita, Kan., was driving
to Fort Sam Houston in San Anto-
nio when he was wounded about
12:30 a.m. Friday, said police
officer C.F. Adams.

““The suspect vehicle got be-
hind the victim and was tailgat-
ing him, and he just tapped his
brake. Then they went around
him and then let him have it,”
Adams said.

Two men were in the green
foreign car, possibly a new
Toyota, that passed Good, police
said.

No suspects have been identi-
fied Saturday, police said.

‘I think they got angry because
he was driving too slow or some-
thing. We're not sure,’’ said
police Sgt. Dusty Hesskew.

The bullet, which police said
was fired frorm a large-caliber
weapon, is lo.ged near the caro-
tid artery, which supplies blood
to the brain, Brackenridge hos-
pital spokeswoman Marsha Wal-
ker told the Austin American-
Statesman.

She said surgery was planned
to remove the bullet.

Good told officers that he sped
up slightly after the car started
tailgating him. At times he would
pass the car, and vice versa,
Hesskew said.

Three miles from where the car

in his neck
on freeway

started tailgating him, Good was
shot through the rear window of
his pickup truck, Hesskew said.
Good pulled over momentarily,
then drove to a nearby conveni-
ence store, where he parked his
truck and told a store employee
and a customer to call police.
‘““He walked all the way inside
and came inside, asking us to call
911 and get police, that he’d been
shot,” said the customer, Kevin
Wendt of Austin.
Wendt said he sat Good down on
a stack of beer cases while the
clerk got a pack of napkins to
wipe blood from Good's back.
““All he seemed to have on his
mind was getting the cops there
an'czi catching these guys,’”’ Wendt
said.

Postal Service
awards contract

for new building

MOBEETIE — A contract for
the new main post office building
in Mobeetie has been awarded to
three Ennis residents, announced
Postmaster Ada Lou Lester.

U.S. Postal Service officials
have awarded the contract to Mr.
and Mrs. Wesley F. Honza and
Harold G. Jones, all of Ennis.

The new post office building
will have an interior floor space
of 1,067 square feet and will be
located on the north side of First
Street, about 100 feet from Hoov-
er Avenue.

Construction costs are to be
paid for with private funds and
the building is to be leased to the
Postal Service for a basic period
of 10 years with renewal options
for 20 additional years.

The building is expected to be
completed in May 1989.

Beef-A-Thon to benefit MS

The 18th annual Beef-A-Thon
sponsored by the Panhandle
Chapter of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society was to begin at
11 a.m. today and will continue
until 6 p.m. on KFDA Channel 10.

Area cattle feeders and ran-
chers have donated at least 28
head of cattle for beef to auction
off at the Beef-A-Thon, and pack-
ages available for purchase in-
clude beef quarters and ham-
burger.

In addition, merchants and
businesses have donated a varie-
ty of items to help raise funds for
MS.

Colbert’s of Amarillo has don-
ated a mink coat, John Chandler
Ford is giving a car, and Delta

Lyndon Field

A fund to offset medical ex-
penses for Lyndon Field has
been set up at First National
Bank of Pampa.

Field has recently been
transferred to St. Luke’s Epis-
copal Hospital in Houston af-
ter a lengthy stay in Coronado

to aid with medical expense

fund started

Hospital intensive care unit.

Contributions to the Lyndon
and Joyce Field Fund can be
brought to Alice Wesbrooks,
First National Bank of Pam-
pa, or sent to her attention at
the bank, P.O. Box 781.

Netrogera
onditioner

Check our

Shop Monday-
Saturday, 10to 6

Dunlaps Charge,
MasterCard, Visa,
Express

NEUTROGENA’
16 oz Gift With Purchase

Receive a bonus cosmetic bag
filled with Neutrogena trial sizes.
Yours free with any 16 oz
Neutrogena purchase.

Compare our prices-
Enjoy your gift!

Neutrogera
body

lotion

selection-

and American Airlines are pro-
viding trips.

Other items up for bid include
Blue Heeler pups, playhouses
donated by MRL, artwork by
Panhandle artists, home ap-
pliances and furnishings, gift cer-
tificates, jewelry and personal
items.

Hosting the telethon will be
Bedford Forrest, Kenny Wilcox,
Royce Bodiford, Gary Amble,
Robin Marsh, Andrea Watkins
and Chris Hernandez. Jan Allen,
former news anchor for KAMR
Channel 4, will interview
Panhandle residents who have
MS.

The phone number to place a
bid on any of the items is 1-381-
7000.

JACK TAR VILAGE NUEVO VAL-
LARTA, MEXICO-7 NIGHTS ...$566
per person/double from AMARIL-
_10. Beginning 12 July every Tues-
day through 30 August. Includes:
All airfare, all meals, all beverages
& all water sports equipment.
BEACHFRONT.

CLUB AVENTURAS-AKUMAL, MEX-
ICO-6 NIGHTS...$566 per person/
double. Located 60 miles from

Cancun on one of the Yucantan’s
finest beaches. Includes: All food,
beverages, scuba course (with
optional scuba certification),
nightly entertainment, with much
more. Must book 2 weeks ahead.

CRUISE THE CARIBBEAN-7 NIGHTS
... Special DISCOUNTS on certain
sailings. Before you book your
cruise, check with TRAVEL EX-
PRESS. Many times we can save
you money. Call the cruise experts
665-0093.

SPECIAL WEEKEND MOTOR-

COACH-SANTA FE...AUGUST 12 ...
$209 per persorv/double. Join our
special escorted fun trip. Includes:
N\ot?fcooch from PAMPA, 2 nights

EVENING DINNER. Space is li-
, don’t wait MAUREEN

H&n: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
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The Pampa News

EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O" TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is Jedicated to furnishing information to
our readers so that they can better promote and preserve their
own freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only
when man understands freedom and is free to control himself
and all he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a
political grant from government, and that men have the right
to take moral action to préServe their life and property for
themselves and others.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment.

Louise Fletcher
Publisher

Larry D. Hollis
Managing Editor

, Opinion
Commerce avoids
economic realities

One of the reforms most sorely needed in
Washington is to change the way the government
compiles and disseminates economic statistics. The
political gamesmanship involved far exceeds any

-useful information the figures might Frovide.

The worst example of statistic jiggling is the Com-
merce Department’s monthly announcement (given
a few weeks after each month ends) of trade deficit
figures, followed a few weeks later by a correction
of the earlier figures. This gives Commerce Depart-
ment bureaucrats a chance to seem important, and
to secure their government sinecures, by doubly en-
trancing the public.

The way this works is familiar. Commerce
announces the trade figures. Wall Street prices then
respond by jumping or falling, less on the basis of
what the numbers mean for the economy, than on
the perception of what the numbers will mean on
Capitol Hill.

Although no direct connection has ever been
proved between a trade deficit (or surplus) and eco-
nomic growth — and, indeed, most economists
assert that there is no connection at all — media
pundits and union economists use the announcement
as an excuse to call for more protectionism. The
process is repeated when the ‘‘revised’’ figures are
announced.

A case in point: The announcement of the revised
trade deficit figures for March. Commerce said the
deficit was actually $11.95 billion, as adjusted for
seasonal differences in the economy that carry over
from one month to another, not $9.75 billion as
announced earlier. We can expect the protectionists
to renew their drumbeat of calls for trade retalia-
tion.

But how is the economy really doing? Well, this
same Commerce Department also announced that
U.S. businesses are spending record amounts on new
plants and equipment. It projected an 11.9 percent
Increase in this category from last year, a revision
of an earlier estimate of an 8 percent increase. The
total should be $435 billion, adjusted for inflation.
(Notice how Commerce again plays the numbers re-
vision game.)

Jerry Jasinowski, chief economist for the National
Association of Manufacturers, says these figures in-
dicate that, far from being hurt by imports, Amer-
ican companies are thriving. They are investing’'in
new plants and equipment as fast as they can. This
new capital, in turn, will produce the goods and ser-
vices — including exports — that will keep the U.S.
economy thri\g‘r)lg.

This is all g news, of course, especially for
American exports. But from the Commerce Depart-
ment’s other figures — the ‘‘revised’’ trade deficit
numbers — you might think American exports are in
a bad way. What’s needed now is for the government
to stamp a warning on all Commerce Department
reports: ‘“‘Warning: These Numbers Have Little or
No Relation to Economic Reality.”’ Better yet, the
Commerce Department should go out of the num-
bers business, allowing us to rely on more reliable
private economic estimates.

THE PAMPA NEWS
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ry's World -

““Your Honor, my clients in the tobacco
industry are bringing suit against the
AMERICAN INDIAN.”

And if the kids won’t help ...

Growing old and retiring presents many chal-
lenges. Elderly people on fixed incomes find
themselves squeezed by, among other things,
escalating property taxes, medical expenses
and higher prices at the grocery store.

People who champion concern for the elderly
are all too quick to call for increased govern-
ment subsidies. But there are other ways to help
that don’t put elderly people in the handout busi-
Over 50 percent of elderly people own their
homes and just about three-quarters of these
homes are free and clear of mortgages. There-
fore, some elderly people find themselves house
rich but cash poor. Many are financially for-
saken by their children who have forgotten the
Biblical admonition to ‘‘honor thy mother and
thy father,”” and instead use Congress to force
somebody else, through high taxes, to honor
them.

Some banks and savings and loans have de-
veloped a new method to help the elderly con-
vert their homes into cash. It’s called an Indi-
vidual Reverse Mortgage Account (IRMA).

It works this way: You're 65 and own a house
with little or no mortgage. The house is worth
$100,000 and with your monthly retirement in-
come of $500, you're having a hard time keeping
up with property taxes, utilities and medical
expenses. Based on your income you can’t get a
traditional loan. Since you like your neighbor-
hood, you don’t want to sell the house and move

Walter
Williams

into an apartment or retirement home.

The IRMA is just right for you. Basically, it
works this way: A bank would pay a 62-year-old
with a $100,000 house about $250 per month (a
75-year-old might get $5600 and an 85-year-old,
$1,000) for life.

When the owner dies the house would be sold,
wherein all the IRMA payments would have to
be paid at the mortgage market interest and
whatever market appreciation would accrue to
the bank. At the time an IRMA is taken out, the
parties would negotiate the terms of the agree-
ment, including interest rate and appreciation
sharing.

The attractive feature of this arrangement,
coupled with other retirement income, is that it
would give many of the elderly financial inde-
pendence. Rep. Claude Pepper, D-Fla., the
senior citizen guru might say, ‘‘That’s fine, Wil-
liams, but every elderly person doesn’t own a
home, so your idea helps some but not all of the

elderly.” That’s no reason for not moving full
steam ahead with IRMAs. Because a doctor
finds a cure for cancer and doesn’t find one for
AIDS doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be thankful.

IRMAs not only help the elderly, they shed
light on who, after all, are often the real benefi-
ciaries of government subsidies to the elderly.
Upon the death of the person who has an IRMA,
the bank sells the house and réceives the sum of
the monthly income paid the decedent, plus in-
terest, plus the gain in appreciation.

The son or daughter receives the differeq_,ce as
an inheritance. If their mother or father lived to
a ripe old age and drew down the total value of
the house in monthly payments, the kids
wouldn’t get anything.

Therefore what government subsidies to the
elderly actually dois allow children to financial-
ly forsake their parents and still inherit their
property. If elderly people have the IRMA op-
tion, the kids will either have to assist Mom and
Dad or inherit little or nothing.

Is that fair? I think so. Parents found some
way to care for the children when they couldn’t
take care of themselves; it’s only fair that chil-
dren find some way to take care of their parents
when they have reduced ability to care for them-
selves.

This is how it has always been in our country.
But today many children find it easy to forsake
their parents because the government subsi-
dizes their responsibility.

DALLAS /
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The ants refuse to eat grits?

MORELAND, Ga. — I was home visiting the
folks and my stepfather, H.B., and I walked out
into the front yard.

Over near the driveway, I noticed a couple of
large anthills.

“I've tried everthing I know to get rid of these
ants,” said my stepfather. ‘‘I've even put grits
on them.”

For a second I thought he had said he put grits
on the ants, but you’d have to be about half-
addled to do something like that, and H.B. is,
without doubt, of sound mind.

I know a lot about grits. I know they are mis-
understood. The reason people from regions
other than the South don't like grits is they have
never had them prepared properly.

They are travelling through the South and
stop at a HoJo for breakfast and the waitress
serves them grits with their eggs and bacon.

They're probably instant grits to begin with,
and I'm sure it’s in the Bible somewhere that
instant grits are an unholy hybrid of the real
thing.

Also, our travelers don’t know to put butter on
their grits and then stir their eggs and bacon

Lewis
Grizzard

)

into them and salt and pepper to taste.

So their grits taste awful. And when they re-
turn home, they are asked, ‘‘Did you have any
grits?”’

And they say, ‘“The worst thing we ever ate.
Almost ruined our trip to Disney World.”

But grits on an anthill? )

‘“You didn’t really put grits on these ant beds,
did you?”’ 1 said to my stepfather.

‘““That’s exactly what I said. Pytting grits on
ant beds is an old remedy for getting rid of
ants.”

“Giving Northerners unbuttered instant grits

ils an (;)ld remedy for getting rid of tourists, too,”’
said.

‘““What’s supposed to happen,” H.B. went on,
“‘is the ants try to eat the individual little grits
and they get so full they explode and die.”

I've heard of other old remedies. I know if you
put tobacco juice on a bee sting, it will quit
hurting.

I know to put a pork chop around an ugly
child’s neck to get the dogs to play with him, and
I know if you bury a dishrag under a full moon
your warts will go away.

But, again, grits on an ant hill?

So, I asked ‘‘How are the grits working on the
ants?”’

‘““These ants,”” answered H.B., ‘‘don’t seem to
be interested in grits.”

“Ah ha!"” I said. “They’re Northern ants.”’

‘““How do you know?”’

“Elementary,” I said. ‘“They refuse to eat
grits and look how many of them are wearing
sandals with black socks.”

I told my step father not to worry about the
ants. They’d be on their way to Disney World in
a matter of days.

Drunks should be held fully responsible

When a drunk kills 27 people in
Kentucky by driving his truck into a
school bus, the public immediately
recognizes the culprit: It is the drunk,
not the drink. so most of us ap-
prove (if perhaps with some qualms)
when a murder charge is lodged
against the man.

Why aren’t we as clear-eyed about
responsibility in other instances of

Vincent
Carroll

According to the court, the law says
some alcoholics can control their be-
havior while others cannot.

Well, perhaps that’'s what the law
says, but it is exactly the wrong mes-
sage to send to alcoholics. It is, in fact,
morally bankrupt. How should society
decide which alcoholics to hold re-
sponsible for their behavior and
which to treatas if they were automa-

drugged behavior?

tons? Certainly not by the quantity of

For all our supposed resolve to rid
society of drugs and alcohol abuse, we
t in mixed messages to
those who ignore the warnings. Fre-
quently, we indulge them with the fic-
tion that their behavior isn't really
their fault. We say they're in the
throes of an addiction, a disease, a de-
pendency beyond the power of soli-
tary human control.

?hls counterproductive attitude is
especially prevalent toward
alcoholics.

Never mind that the very notion of
alcoholism as a progressive disease
contained only by abstinence has been
debunked a ing body of re-
search. H te, who has
served as a consultant on alcoholism
to the World Health Organization,

calls the idea “a harmful myth.”
Nonetheless, a.  muitibillion-dollar
treatment has sprouted up
around the proposition.

In many states, judges will no long-
er merely fine and punish a person
convicted of, say, his second drunken-
driving charge in five years. They will
also send him to a therapy center
where he will be urged to quit drink-
ing but also, in effect, be given ex-
cuses for not doing so. He will be told
that .non-abstaining ‘alcoholics are
“helpless,” that they cannot control
their behavior.

No wonder two alcoholics who
failed to Jply for G.1. educational
benefits before the legal deadline ap-

their case to the U.S. Supreme
claiming they weren’t respon-
0

sible for the oversight. The court re-
jected their argument a few weeks
ago, but only by one vote. All around
the country, meanwhile, in states such
as California, Minnesota and West
Virginia, civil courts regularly ab-
solve heavy drinkers of responsibility.

Take a Colorado case involving a
former lifeguard fired for repeatedly
showing up at work drunk te sev-
eral warnings and offers of profes-

liquor they drink. Nor by the numbeér
of years they've abused themselves.
Nor even by the damage they’ve done
to their lives, careers and loved ones.

The fact is, many of us know people
who once fit the worst description of
an alcoholic but who simply todk
charge of their lives one day and
stopped or moderated their A
sometimes with help and sometimes
on their own.

There is nothing to distinguish these
reformed drinkers from others who
fail to change, no way a scientist or
psychotherapist could have predicted
who would fall into which category.

Each should be held responsible for

his conduct, no less than the rest of us.
© 1988, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.
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Letters to the editor

Commission should
heed 900 signatures

To the editor:

I attended the City Commission meeting on
Tuesday, June 14.

I read in The Pampa News on Monday, June
13, that the Hobart Street project was to be dis-
cussed at the Tuesday evening meeting.

The Pampa News informed the citizens of
Pampa in detail what the city law and the state
law are concerning angle parking. The News
explained very clearly the possibility of a law-
suit that could arise from angle parking.

I have mentioned the above facts for this
reason — Mr. Bob Hart (I was informed) on
Tuesday morning talked about the possibility of
a lawsuit, and I think that was on TV. Does Mr.
Hart read The Pampa News?

Now then — at the meeting Tuesday evening
Mr. Hart spoke on this more than once, that a
lawsuit could result from angle parking. It was
evident that Mr. Hart was doing a sales talk. It
was also evident the citizens of Pampa did not
buy his product.

We were informed at the meeting that
Hobart Street became State Highway 70 some
31 years ago, and there has not been a lawsuit
because of angle parking.

May I say this: If there is a lawsuit against
the city of Pampa, it will be paid by the
citizens of Pampa.

I am deeply concerned and surprised that
four of our commissioners would disregard the
wishes of 900 citizens of our city who signed a
petition not to widen Hobart Street.

My commissioner friends: This is nothing
short of lording it over the citizens of Pampa,
Texas.

In all sincerity and for the benefit of the busi-
ness people on Hobart Street, I have written
these lines.

Noel Southern

Pampa

Bored youth needs
to loosen up some!

To the editor:

This letter is in response to the ‘‘bored
youth’’ and his denigrating comments on the
suggestions of another writer and on Pampa in
general.

But, first, I want to take the opportunity to
ask every mature adult in this city to please
not judge the whole younger generation by the
above-mentioned writer and his incredibly
coarse statements. I want to assure you all that
the majority of Pampa youth, while sometimes
frustrated by a lack of entertainment, is de-
finitely not as uncouth as many may feel.

And, now, to the person who wrote the letter
I touched on above — loosen up, all right? I
know, as well as anybody, that you have a
legitimate gripe, but your method of bringing it
to light has been totally warped. All you are
doing is enforcing the preconceived notions of
the adult world — that the younger generation

[~ is hopeless.

You have aptly demonstrated, in doing this,
your lack of tact and proper understanding.

Just from your writing I get the idea that you
are a very pessimistic person. It also appears
as if you have no hope of changing anything be-
cause of your insistence that life goes on. Well,
if it does, why not let it? You’ll do a much bet-
ter job, I think, if you do.

What you (as well as many others) are failing
to realize is that there are only between 20,000
to 25,000 people in the city of Pampa. It follows
that only a small fraction of this is made up of
teens. This of course means (and I'm sorry)
that no large forms of entertainment will prob-
ably ever arrive in Pampa, due largely to the
fact that it would lose money. The support just
isn’t there.

Now, true, other forms of entertainment
could be sustained in Pampa. The only one I've
heard of is the teen night club. In my opinion,
you can write that one off immediately. First
of all, I don’t care what anybody says (not even
Rufe Jordan), there would be drugs and alcohol
at such a club. In a town like this (I'm refer-
ring to the drug problem), it is inescapable.

In closing, let me touch on a few more
things. First, clean up your language before
you write again. Your allusions to birds on a
highwire convincingly proves that a person’s
use of curse words and filth is a direct reflec-
tion upon his intelligence. Also, your statement
that little kids having to learn to French kiss
sometime was totally demented. You're one
sick puppy if you advocate that.

Last of all, I am interested in why you re-
fused to sign your name to your letter. It would
seem you could find the courage after writing
so vehemently.

Tracy Bezner

Pampa

P.S. I am 18 years old.

It’s better to find

time to smile more

To the editor:

A little girl, with tiny hands stretched far
out, pleading —

The small boy, lying in a dirty alley crying
and hungry, alone —

Loving teen-age girl, longing for much-
needed affection, finding none —

Special teen-age boy wanting to be shown is
cast aside, hopelessly lost —

Lonely caring women, looking in desperation
for a fatal but final way out —

Caring dying man, lost in hope for sanction
in a better tomorrow, not coming —

Don’t you think it’s time for us to drop our
material trinkets, petty possessions, dumb
blindness, wane indifference, primitive pre-
judices, unneeded backstabbing, false attitudes
and blank expressions?

Isn’t it also time to reach out, come alive,
start caring, try helping, be there, pitch in, say
hello, love someone, reply back and begin
walking by one one another again?

No one in this great world is without a blind-
ing need for love, a gentle smile, a wink of the
eye, a caring touch, a thank you and a little
more sunshine in this very dark-growing world
of ours.

. If you don’t have anything else in this world
to give: ‘“‘Smile, it helps.”’

D.B.S.

Pampa

Golf course would
lose in new vote!

To the editor:

Yes, Pampa needs a public golf course, and
the golf association is right in saying that the
public voted for it in the election.

But, let us remember that there had not been
too much said about by whom and how it would
be paid for. The association keeps saying that
it will pay its own way — who are they trying
to kid?

The older people, at the time of the election,
didn’t know that the taxpayer would have to
foot the bills, didn't go to the trouble of voting
on the issue.

I wager that if an election were held tomor-
row that it would be defeated 2 to 1. Think ab-
out it.

Walter Eller

Pampa

Perhaps disbelief
adds to loneliness

To the editor:

Paul Harvey’s article about Crisis Line Inter-
national makes the point that ‘‘with the remov-
al of the clothesline and the backyard fence, we
have lost the companionship and human in-
teraction with our neighbors.”

If he had not been limited in spacé, Harvey
might also have mentioned that TV, the Amer-
ican’s fanaticism for independence and other
factors have so isolated people that loneliness
has become a big problem in our land.

And maybe there is something else that has
contributed to the ‘“‘quiet desperation’ that
many feel: A loss of belief in God.

In times past when we were so lonely we
could die — so depressed we contemplated
suicide — we instinctively turned to God. We
cried out to Him and received grace and faith
and courage and inner strength to face another
day, hoping that things would get better — and
they usually did. Instead of lying on the
psychiatrist’s couch or having to call the Crisis
Hotline, we could talk to-God because we be-
lieved He could hear us and help us.

But for several decades we have been bom-
barded from a!l sides with the pernicious ideas
of existentialism and Godless humanism, ideas
that undermine and destroy faith in God. The
result is that since many people have lost the
ability to believe in God, they must turn some-
where else for help. So they call the Crisis Cen-
ter and talk to other humans who may not even
be able to handle their OWN problems. (There
are at least as many suicides among psychiat-
rists as there are among other groups.)

Those volunteers who serve on the line at
Crisis Centers are to be commended for their
concern and caring for people who are in trou-
ble. They are a selfless, dedicated people.

As long as there are those who cannot or will
not take their problems to God in prayer, we
will need the Crisis Centers and other such
helps. But how much better it would be if ev-
erybody knew about the ‘‘Telephone to Glory’’!

Sam Godwin

Pampa

" could not provide the activity to keep her busy.

He’s changed mind
on Optimist softbhall

To the editor:

I intended to write this letter several years
ago. But too often criticism takes precedent
over the good, and this writer is no exception.

Five years ago, our daughter began playing
Optimist softball. The enjoyment she has got-
ten cannot be measured. Now she has reached
her last year of being able to participate in this
program, and this family is saddened.

Our girl is a very active person, and we

Without the Optimist softball program, she
would have spent five long, boring summers.

But thanks to the efforts of many people,
most whom I do not know personally, she has
had five busy and very enjoyable summers.

Our daughter has never complained about
decisions that had to be made by someone. The
complaint that I wrote about in a previous let-
ter to the editor was her parents’, and she
chided me for having written that letter.

Now, after listening to her, I know she was
right!

This is my feeble attempt now to correct that
previous criticism of a very worthwhile and
very valuable program.

To all the Optimists that have been a part of
my daughter’'s enjoyment for the past five 4
years — THANKS!

Thank you — umpires, scorekeepers,
coaches, assistant coaches, moms and dads —
for your contribution, your work, your financial 3]
support.

Thanks to you who mow the playing fields,
who cook the barbecue on the opening day of
the season, and to you who did the cleanup.

And a special thanks to the many sponsors.

This is a program that the county, city,
schools, ch<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>