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Iran calls

WASHINGTON (AP) — Iran will like-
ly reject a U.N. resolution calling for a
cease-fire in its war with Iraq, accord-
ing to an Iranian deputy foreign minis-
ter who promises cooperation with

other peacemaking efforts.

Mohammad Jawad Larijani, Iran’s
deputy foreign minister for internation-

fire resolution.

“Iran will be ready to cooperate fully
with any effort which aims at bringing
peace to the region,’”’ Larijani said Sun-
day. Buthe accused Iraq and the United

States of resisting peace.

‘““‘Iraqis intensified and escalated
their attacks on the ground and on the
air, and both the United States of Amer
ica intensified its presence and brought
the huge armada in the region. So 1
think this resolution from the day of in
ception was in trouble,” Larijani said

Helping hand
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(Staff Photo by Duane A. Laverty)

James Peace of Friona gives his radio-
controlled airplane a push during Saturday
contests sponsored by P.R.O.P.S., a local
model airplane club. About 20 contestants

from Texas, New Mexico and Kansas par
ticipated in the two-day event held east of
town.

Vol. 80, No. 121, 12 pages

on NBC-TV’s

for the U.N. resolution

‘“Meet the Press.”
Despite Larijani’s comments,
Richard W. Murphy, assistant secret
ary of state for Near Eastern and South
Asian affairs, said he still held out hope

The resolution, which Iraq has
accepted, was approved July 20 by the
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UN cease-fire resolution ‘unfortunate’

al affairs, is scheduled to meet with
U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar today to discuss the cease

U.N. Security Council, which includes
the United States, Soviet Union, China,
Britain and France.

Murphy said Larijani’s meeting with
Perez de Cuellar is a critical one in de-
termining whether Iran accepts or re-
jects the resolution. Nevertheless, the

See CEASE-FIRE, Page 2

Public hearing set Tuesday
on new city operating budget

Pampa city commissioners will hold two public
hearings at their regularly scheduled meeting at 6
p.m. Tuesday

One will be on the proposed operating budget and
program of services for the 1987-1988 fiscal year,
and the other will be the second hearing on the
proposed master plan for Recreation Park

The proposed budget calls for expenditures of
approximately $9.23 million, about $600,000 under
the current year’'s budget There will be no tax
increase and no hikes in city utility fees

The property tax rate will remain at 64 cents per
$100 valuation, the same as it has been for the past
two years

The parks hearing concerns a master plan re
commended by the Parks and Recreation Advis
ory Board for long-range facilities, maintenance
landscaping and other developments at Recrea
tion Park, located east of the city

The plan does not eliminate any currently ex
isting facilities but proposes other facilities that
can be located in presently undeveloped areas of
the park. Proposed projects include a 4-piex soft
ball field complex, a playground near the ball
fields, a parking lot, a campground, a hike trail,
rehabilitation of the former city lake, paved roads,
installation of sprinkler systems, landscaping and

general maintenance programs.

The master plan is a guideline for projects to be
conducted at the park over a period of years, with
no plans for any immediate, large-scale programs
in the coming year

In old business, the commission will consider on
second reading ordinances establishing new fines
and penalties for code violations in accord with
state law and creating the Office of Emergency
Management Preparedness

In new business items, commissioners will con-
sider
m awards of bids for janitorial services and
emergency medical services;
®m authorization of a contract with Operations Man-
agement International Inc. (OMI) for management
of the water and wastewater treatment facilities;
m first readings of ordinances relative to annexa
tion and zoning change for the Lawley Ranch Addi-
tion;

m first reading of an ordinance relative to crediting
jail time and confinement toward pecuniary fines
and costs;

® first reading of an ordinance affecting participa
tion of city employees in the Texas Municipal Re-
tirement System; and

@ approval of two accounts payable.

Local retail sales continued slight rebound in June

By LARRY HOLLIS
News Editor

Pampa’s retail sales continued to show a
slight rebound from two months ago,
though sales for the year are still down
more than 18 percent from a year ago,
according to the latest sales tax reports.

State Comptroller Bob Bullock this
month sent checks totaling $99.7 million in
local sales tax payments to the 1,034 cities
that levy the 1 percent city sales tax

Bullock said the monthly allocations
were down 7.4 percent statewide in August
compared to the August 1986 allocations

In his August report, Bullock reported
Pampa had received a check this month
for $127,018 for its share of the city’s 1 per
cent sales tax on retail goods and services

The August check represents taxes col-
lected on sales made in June and during
the second quarter and reported to the
Comptroller’s Office by July 20

Pampa's latest check represents sales
tax collections on $12.7 million in retail
sales made in June

The August check is down more than
$23,000 from the $150,272 payment re
ceived a year ago.

For the year to date, Pampa has re-
ceived payments totaling $799,084, repre-
senting sales of $79.9 million. That's down
18.49 percent from the comparable 1986
period payments of $980,371 for approx
imately $98 million in sales

In Bullock’s July report, Pampa was
listed as being down 19.04 percent, and in
the June report the city was showing a
20.14 percent decline from comparable
1986 period sales.

Though there has been a slight turnar-
ound in sales in the past two months, Pam-
pa still has a ways to go to catch up. In the
August 1986 report, Pampa was down only
11.98 percent from comparable 1985 sales
of $111.4 million

According to the current figures, Pam-
pa's sales are down by some $31.5 million
from sales recorded two years ago in the
same 1985 period

Elsewhere in Gray County, McLean had
a check this month for $2 269, slightly
under the $2,309 received in August 1986
Its payments for the year to date stand at
$12,436, dipping 8.59 percent from the com-
parable 1986 period payments of $13,604. A
year ago McLean was running 1.41 percent
above 1985 period sales

Lefors had an August payment of $727,
down more than $145 from the $872 re
ceived a year ago. Its payments for the
current year to date total $3,311, dropping
38.55 percent below the $5,388 recorded in
the comparable 1986 period. At this time
last year, Lefors was showing a 59.79 per
cent increase over comparable 1985 sales

In Roberts County, Miami received a
hefty check of $1,838 more than $780 above
the $1,057 recorded a year ago. Its latest
collections pushed the year to date total to
$11,269, floating 3.30 percent above the
$10,909 recorded in the August 1986 report
and also up from the 4.27 percent decrease
listed in the July report. A year ago Bul
lock had listed Miami with a 22.59 percent
decline from comparable 1985 sales

In Wheeler County, Mobeetie had a pay
ment from the state of $478, more than $270
under the $750 recorded a year ago. Its
total payments for the year to date stand
at $2,399, a decrease of 9.32 percent from
the $2,646 registered at this time in 1986
But a year ago, Bullock was listing
Mobeetie with a 17.59 percent decline from
comparable 1985 sales

Shamrock had an August check for
$12,313, down more than $770 from the Au

Pampa teen
takes class

gust 1986 payment. For the year to date,
Shamrock has received $67,000 in pay-
ments for its share of sales tax collections,
falling 10.61 percent from the $74,955 re
corded a year ago. In the August 1986 re
port, Bullock recorded Shamrock with a
6.52 percent dip from the 1985 period sales

Bullock sent Wheeler a check for $4 851
this month, up slightly from the $4,786 re-
ceived last August. Its payments to date
this year total $29,137, down 10.32 percent
from the $32,491 listed a year ago. At this
time in 1986, Wheeler was showing a 1.31
percent dip from comparable 1985 sales

In Hemphill County, Canadian had an
August payment for $11,822, down about
$410 from the $12,232 received at this time
in 1986. Its yearly payments to date stand
at $69 620, plunging 22.24 percent under the
$89 536 recorded at this time a year ago. In
the August 1986 report, Bullock was listing
Wheeler with a 12.59 percent decline from
comparable 1985 sales

In Carson County, White Deer had a
check this month for $2,096, dropping more
than $610 from the $2,709 gained a year
ago. For the year to date, White Deer has
received payments totaling $12,336, falling

See SALES, Page 2
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Home schooler finds friends

By PAUL PINKHAM
Senior Staff Writer

in his room

By PAUL PINKHAM
Senior Staff Writer

The blues-rock sounds of
Robert Cray fill Kelly Hendrick’s
room as he lays sprawled across
his bed, struggling with a history
question.

He leaves the stereo on, and
walks out to the living room to ask
his mother for help. As he kneels
beside her desk, she patiently
leads him through the tough ques-
tion.

It could be a scene from the life
of any American family on any
given night during the school
year. The only difference is, it’s
the middle of the afternoon.

Homework has taken on a
broader meaning for Kelly since
his parents took him out of school
three years ago and began
teaching him at home.

Although he hasn’t attended a
single day of high school since he
finished eighth grade, Kelly says
he’s still learning.

Kelly, 17, said he doesn’t feel

(Staff Phote by Duane A. Laverty)

Kelly Hendrick studies in quiet room.

cheated by having missed four
years of public education at Pam
pa High School.

‘1 stopped school, but I never
stopped learning,”’ he said. ‘‘I
never associated school with
learning. The only reason I went
to school was because somebody
told me I had to. I got senioritis
when I was in seventh grade.”

Kelly has been taught at home
since 1984, when his parents, Lar-

ry and Deborah Hendrick, 2225 N.
Dwight St., decided that the pub-
lic school system wasn'’t for them
— or their son.

The Hendricks cited religious
beliefs and said they were being
forced to turn more and more of
their rights as parents over to a
faceless bureaucracy called pub-
lic education.

Seated at his desk, surrounded

See CLASS, Page 5

Larry Hendrick answers one question with
another when people ask him how his son makes
friends.

‘“‘He gets done with his schoolwork and goes out
and plays with the kids in the neighborhood,’’ Hen
drick responds. ‘‘Isn’t that what everyone does
when they get home from school?"”’

Hendrick’s son, Kelly, 17, has been taught in the
family’s home at 2225 N. Dwight St. for three
years.

The Pampa teen-ager is one of more than an
estimated 10,000 home-educated youngsters in
Texas

Although he doesn’t attend class with his peers,
Kelly’s parents say home schooling hasn't hurt his
social life. He dates, is active in scouting and
attends church functions.

Unlike those in the public school system, Kelly's
outside activities give his parents the chance to
make sure he mingles with the right crowd

Larry Hendrick said one thing that bothered him
about Pampa Middle School was that it forced Kel-
ly to be with kids that Hendrick and his wife never
would have allowed him to hang around with in any
other social setting

Among Kelly’s classmates was Jessie DelLeon,
charged with a stabbing death at a drunken Hallo-
ween brawl. Another schoolmate, Kevin Kirkham,
currently is serving time for burglary.

“My kid was exposed to drugs in middle school,”

-

SOLOMON'S CLASSROOM

Hendrick complained. ‘‘Fortunately, he knew
better.”

Critics of home schooling frequently refer to the
‘“‘socialization’’ they say takes place in public
schools. They fear that home-schooled youngsters
don’t get enough interaction with their peers.

‘““Education in the home has many good benefits
to it, but it also has some detriments,” said psycho-
logist Bin Gilbert of Pampa Family Services Cen-
ter. “‘(Lack of) socialization is one of those detri-
ments. I believe strongly in the public school sys-

See FRIENDS, Page §
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Services tomorrow

Hospital

No services for tomorrow were reported to
The Pampa News.

Obituaries

VERNICE BETENBOUGH

SHAMROCK - Services for Vernice Beten-
bough, 77, were tobe at 2 p.m. today in Shamrock
Church of Christ with Vernon Tarbet officiating

Burial arrangements are under the direction of
Richerson Funeral Home

Mrs. Betenbough died Saturday

She was a longtime Shamrock résident, moving
there from Harmon County, Okla., with her pa-
rents in 1918. She married Bert Betenbough in
1929. She was a member of the Church of Christ at
Shamrock

Survivors include her husband, Bert; a sister,
Alta Tillers, Shamrock; a grandson and a grand-
daughter

L.C. BEVEL

Services are pending with Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors for L.C. Bevel, 64, who died
early today.

Mr. Bevel was born Feb. 7, 1923 at Ada, Okla
He moved to Pampa in 1950 from Oilton, Okla. He
married Martha Rose Armstrong in 1948 at Oil-
ton. He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War 1]
and was a member of Central Baptist Church

Survivors include his wife, Martha, of the hom-
e; two daughters, Linda Kay Grigsby, Sepulveda,
Calif., and Janelle Johnson, Wichita Falls; a son,
Thomas Dale Bevel, Fort Worth; three sisters,
Irene Ervin, Sepulpa, Okla.; Edith Smith, Tulsa,
Okla., and Helen Stiles, Cushing, Okla.; a
brother, Jack Bevel, Oilton, Okla.; and four
grandchildren.

LAWRENCE CALLAWAY

Services for Lawrence Callaway, 55, are pend-
ing with Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors
Mr. Callaway died Saturday.

He was born April 19, 1932 at Tucumcari, N.M
He had been a resident of Wheeler most of his life
and had moved to Pampa about a year ago.

Survivors include his mother, Fannie Call-
away, Wheeler; and two brothers, Roy Callaway,
Amarillo, and Donald Eugene Callawy of Cali-
fornia.

EDWIN CLAUDE MOORE

Services are pending with Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors for Edwin Claude Moore, 76.
Mr. Moore died Saturday at Methodist Hospital in
Lubbock.

He was born June 18, 1911 at Dallas. He moved
to Pampa in 1935 from Graham. He married Stel-
la Weldon on April 24, 1932 at Graham ; she died in
1975. He was a member of the First Baptist
Church and Top o’ Texas Masonic Lodge #1381.

Survivors include a son, Buddy Moore, Lub-
bock; twodaughters, Ginger Carter, Vienna, Va._,
and Nancy Brown, Pampa; a brother, Raymond
Moore of California ; four sisters, Bobbie Beasley,
Harlingen; Dorothy Dale, Vernon; and Pauline
Aure and Joyce Harper, both of California; nine
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

The family will be at 2629 Dogwood

The family requests memorials be made to the
First Baptist Church Building Fund

Police report

The Pampa Police Department reported the
following incidents for a 40-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

SATURDAY, Aug. 22

Driving while intoxicated was alleged in the
1900 block of North Hobart

Theft was reported at Taylor Petroleum Co.,
1524 N. Hobart; a customer allegedly left the ser-
vice station without paying for gasoline

Driving while intoxicated was alleged at
Hobart and Alcock

SUNDAY, Aug. 23

Driving while intoxicated was alleged in the 400
block of South Cuyler.

Betty McPhearson, 500 Naida, reported theft of
a television set from the residence

Randy Lewis Campbell, Davis Hote), reported
disorderly conduct in the 100 block of North Frost

Arrests - City Jail
SATURDAY, Aug. 22

Marshall Ewell Keys, 46, of 212 Gillespie was
arrested in the 900 block of West Alcock on
charges of driving while intoxicated, running a
stop light and having no insurance. He was re-
leased on bond

SUNDAY, Aug. 23

Dennis Arden Sturdivant, 31, of White Deer was
arrested at 112 E. Craven on three capias pro fine
warrants

Dale Lee Lewis, 39, of Alva, Okla., was arrested
in the 400 block of South Cuyler on a charge of
public intoxication. He was released on a court
summons.

Nickey Jay Green, 40, of 105 N. Faulkner was
arrested in the 400 block of South Cuyler on
charges of driving while intoxicated and failure to
maintain a single lane. He was released after
passing the intoxication test

Norman Wilson Green III, 19, of 1116% Foster
was arrested at Brown and Russell on charges of
driving while intoxicated, traffic violations and
speeding. He was released on bond

CORONADO Melissa Kay Butler
COMMUNITY and infant, Wheeler
Admissions Thu L. Fenno and in-
James H. . Gardner, fapt, Pampa
Pampa Lee R. Lockridge,

Edwin Hogan, Pampa
Karen Jones, Pampa
Mary Nell Rankin,

White Deer
Emest H. McCorkle,
Wagon Mound N.M

Pampa Mary Nell Rankin,

Linda D. Mason, Pampa
Pampa Sonya Slaybaugh,

Alired Cross, Pampa Pampa

Kimi Drake, Pampa SHAMROC

Gail Heaton, Pampa HOSPITAIS‘

L.L. Jones, Allison Mmm“.'

Glen McConnell, Aratha Curry, Wel-
Pampa . lington

John Morris, White E H. Woodruff. Sham-
Deer rock

Herman Taft, Lake Eli Carter. Shamrock
City, Ark Myrtle Lyle, Wheeler

Margaret Thaxton, Pat Reese. Shamrock
Pampa ]

Births Alma Galbarth, no

address given

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Ora Holloway, Sham-

Drake, Pampa, a girl

Dismissals rock
Alfred Cross, Pampa Dismissals
Karen Reeves, Pampa Aratha Curry, Wel-
Deborah Stapleton, lington
Pampa George Barth, Sham-
Sherry Tackett, White rock
Deer Jamie Trimble,
Rudy Velez, Pampa  Briscoe
Richard Wilson, Harl- Viola Miller, Sham-
ingen rock
Inez V. Bennet, Wesley Kidd, Sham-
Pampa rock
Robert L. Brown, Lyndon Smith,
Pampa Wheeler

Minor accidents

The Pampa Police Department reported the
following minor accidents for a 40-hour period
ending at 7 a.m. today.

SUNDAY, Aug. 23

9:25a.m. - A 1978 Oldsmobile driven by Annette
McKinney of Snyder collided with a building at
Frederic and Barnes. McKinney was cited for
failure to secure vehicle.

1:19 p.m. - A 1969 Oldsmobile driven by Edna S.
Coon, 625 Naida, and a 1980 Pontiac driven by
Tamara Bunton, 312 W. Montagu, collided at
Alcock and Naida. Coon received nonincapacitat-
ing injuries. Coon was cited for improper turn
from wrong lane, and Bunton was cited for having
no driver’s license and having no insurance.

10:05 p.m. - A 1976 Chevrolet driven by Francis
Frank Winkleblack, 605 N. Wells, and a 1984 Old-
smobile driven by Denamay Leona Bolin, 403 N.
Somerville, collided in the 400 block of Cuyler as
each was backing from parking spaces. No cita-
tions were issued

The Department of Public Safety reported the
following minor accident for the weekend period

SUNDAY, Aug. 23
9:45 p.m. - A 1979 Ford Thunderbird driven by
Charles Ford Gonser of Borger struck a cow ab-
out 1.4 miles east of Skellytown on Texas Highway
152. There were no injuries, and no citations were
issued. The cow was owned by Buck Arrington

Stock market

The following grain quotations are  Arco Nn dn'h

rovided by heeler-Evans of Cabot 3% dn™
E‘.mp& Chevron dnl
Wheat 224 Enron 51%  da's
Milo 280 Halliburton 4%  don
Corn 300 HCA % dn\r

The following quotations show the Ingersoll-Rand 0% dni
prices for which these securities McGee 4% dnih
could have been traded at the timeof KNE 17%  do
compilation Mapco 58 dna
Damson Oil %  Maxxus 134 dn'h
Ky Cent Life 1% Mesa Lid 5% uph
Serfco 62 Mobil A dalh

The following show the prices for Penney's 4 dnY
which these mutual funds were bid at  Phillips 17 do'n
the time of compilation SLB %A dn'a
Magellan 605 SPS ™ do™s
Puritan 1514 Tenneco 53% dn

The following 9 ¥ a m N Y stock Texaco do'\a
market quotations are furnished by New York Gold ®2.0
Edward Jones & Co of Pampa Silver 1%
Amoco 81% dn™

Fire report

The Pampa Fire Department reported one fire
run in the 40-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
SUNDAY, Aug. 23

1:15 p.m. Grass fire at 1057 Prairie Drive. Out
on arrival

Calendar of events

PAMPA SINGLES’ ORGANIZATION
Pampa Singles’ Organization will have a game
night beginning at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at 512 S.
Schneider. Those attending are asked to bring
snacks and games. For more information, call
665-0629.

Welcome mat still out for Gorbachev

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. (AP) — President
Reagan’'s invitation to Soviet leader Mikhail S.
Gorbachev for a summit meeting on U_S. soil still
stands, but there is no basis for a newspaper report
that the two leaders will meet in Washington in
September, the State Department says.

Department spokeswoman Nancy Beck denied
the report of an impending meeting, which
appeared in Sunday’s editions of the Los Angeles
Times, as Reagan rested at his ranch north of San-
ta Barbara on the 11th day of a 25-day California
stay

Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Gennady 1.
Gerasimov, asked today whether a U.S. visit was
planned by Gorbachev, also denied the newspaper
report: “We have no such news. This is not true.”’

The president and first lady Nancy Reagan will
interrupt their ranch vacation Tuesday and spend
the rest of the week in Los Angeles. Reagan plans a

foreign policy speech, billed as a major address on
East-West relations, in Los Angeles on
Wednesday.

The Times report, attributed to an official the
newspaper did not name, said the Soviet Union had
informed the United States that Gorbachev plan-
ned to visit New York in late September to attend
the U.N. General Assembly meeting and then meet
with Reagan in Washington.

Officials in Santa Barbara said they knew no-
thing of any such plans.

Ms. Beck, speaking in Washington, said, ‘“There
is no basis for the story in today’s Los Angeles
Times.”’

Gorbachev agreed in principle at his first meet-
ing with Reagan in November 1985 to visit the pres-
ident in the United States, but never has formally
accepted the president’s invitation.

Sales

16.07 percent off the comparable '

1986 sales. In the August 1986 re-
port, Bullock was recording a
17.44 increase for White Deer
over comparable 1985 period
sales.

The state sent Groom a check

this month for $2,105, nearly $80
less than the $2,184 received in
August 1986. Its payments to date
in the current sales year total
$12,185, dipping 7.29 percent be-
low the $13,144 recorded in the
same 1986 period. A year ago
Groom was registering a 1.34 per-
cent decrease from comparable
1985 sales.

Skellytown had an August pay-

Continued from Page 1

ment of $970, more than $120
under the $1,093 received a year
ago. For the year to date, Skelly-
town has earned $6,561, plummet-
ing 32.78 percent from the $9,760
recorded in the same 1986 period.
In the August 1986 report, Bullock
listed Skellytown with a 24.75 per-
cent decline from comparable
1985 period sales.

New American convoy moves into Gulf

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Three more reflag-
ged Kuwaiti tankers headed into the Persian Gulf
escorted by U.S. warships today as the mine-
damaged supertanker Bridgeton sailed out
through the Strait of Hormuz, shipping sources
said.

The shipping sources also said the U.S. helicop-
ter carrier Guadalcanal and the frigate Hawes in-
tercepted an Iranian gunboat that came too close
to the Bridgeton convoy and forced it to move
away.

Pentagon sources said two small sailing dhows

thought to be Iranian were sailing together toward
the convoy and were ordered to stay away. When
they didn’t alter course, flares were fired, said the
sources, also speaking on condition of anonymity.
The dhows heeded the warning and left.

It was not known if the Pentagon and shipping
sources were describing the same incident.

Three other reflagged Kuwaiti tankers were
cruising with two American warships about 50
miles behind the Bridgeton on their way out of the
gulf, said the gulf-based shipping sources, who
monitor activity in the gulf and based their reports
on shio sightings.

Continued from Page 1

Cease-fire

United States supports a second
U.N. resolution imposing an
arms embargo on Iran, he said.

The comments by Murphy and
Larijani were made in a second
version of the NBC program. In
an earlier version Sunday, the
network interviewed Murphy,
but not Larijani, due to technical
problems.

In the first program, Murphy
said that while the United States

is maintaining its military pre-
sence in the gulf, with its escorts
of Kuwaiti oil tankers through the
war-torn area, it also is pursuing
its diplomatic option.

However, Murphy said the
administration will work to con-
tain the Iranian regime and its
revolution the way it sought after
World War I1 to contain the Soviet
Union.

‘““We do not believe the Iranian
revolution should be imposed on
its neighbors, most of whom are

Arab-Sunni neighbors,”” Murphy
said.

Murphy said the administra-
tion is ‘‘very satisfied”’ with the
support it has received from the
Arab states. However, he would

not comment on a report in Satur- -

day’s edition of The Washington
Post that Saudi Arabia has
agreed to let carrier-based U.S.
combat planes in the gulf land in
Saudi territory for refueling and
other logistical support.

City budget reflects public comments

By BOB HART
Pampa City Manager

The City Commission will con-
duct two public hearings at its
regularly scheduled meeting at 6
p.m. Tuesday. The commission
meets on the third floor of City
Hall in the City Commission
Room.

The first public hearing will
concern the proposed budget for
the 1987-1988 fiscal year.

We have had several questions
and comments during the plan-
ning process, and I want to share
how the budget reflects these
comments prior to the public
hearing.

The budget maintains the ex-
isting tax rate and utility rates.
There is a slight reduction in per-
sonnel without a reduction in ser-
vice delivery. Funds have been
included to provide heating for
the M_K. Brown Swimming Pool.

The tree replacement program
for the parks system (currently in
its infancy) will be continued;
mowing equipment will be purch-
ased for the Parks Department to
alleviate the trouble we had ear-
lier this year with equipment
breakdowns.

Programs such as the Safety
Program and equipment replace-
ment program are included to
help us save costs in the future.
Also, continued funding for eco-
nomic development through the
TEXCEL Program is planned.
We will continue working with the
Pampa Chamber of Commerce in
other economic development

City briefs

areas such as Main Street and the
M_K. Brown Civic Auditorium.

The commission will also con-
duct a public hearing on the prop-
osed master plan for Recreation
Park.

The proposed master plan is
not a plan to develop the park im-
mediately but, rather, to provide
a broad outline of what the com-
munity would like to see in Re-
creation Park over the long term.
By having a master plan, we can
gradually develop park facilities
without interfering with other
planned uses.

Again, the public hearing pro-
cess is to determine the desirabil-
ity of the park as well as the de-
sirability of proposed facilities.
Public hearings of this nature are
extremely valuable in providing
direction for the commission and
staff.

Elsewhere, our Sanitation De-
partment is continuing with the
Clean-Up Campaign in Ward 4.
We anticipate being in Ward 4 for
another three weeks, when we
will move into Ward 3.

With the summer almost over,
we have combined our lifeguard
crews inorder to keep at least one
pool open. Marcus Sanders Pool
closed two days ago, and M K.
Brown Pool will close on Satur-
day, Aug. 29.

We continue to receive in-
quiries about the proposed public
golf course. The staff is prepar-
ing an analysis for the City Com-
mission.

The commission plans to con-
duct a series of public hearings on
the proposed golf course and at
least two proposed sites during
October, after which a final deci-
sion on the golf course can be
made.

About 5:30 p.m. Sunday, June
21, a 9-year-old boy riding his
bicycle was struck by a motorcy-
cle in the 500 block of South
Barnes.

The motorcycle was described
only as being black. Two white
men reportedly were riding the
motorcycle. The passenger on
the motorcycle reportedly had
long hair.

Crime Stoppers of Pampa will
pay $500 for information leading

to the arrest and indictment of ~

the person or persons responsible

for this felony failure to stop and

render aid.

Rewards are available for in-
formation about crimes not in
this announcement. The board of
directors of Crime Stoppers
urges citizen involvement in re-
porting crimes in our com-
munity.

GOLDEN AGERS Luncheon
Tuesday, August 25, 12 noon,
Salvation Army, 701 S. Cuyler.
Everyone 55 or older, or hand-
icapped welcome. Special end of
Summer-indoor picnic.

CLAIRE BURKE Peaches and
Dreams, potpourri, Home Fragr-
ance Spray, Home Fragrance Oil
and Simmering Sachets, Have
justarrived at Rolanda’s, Pampa
Mall. Adv.

FARMERS MARKET Lots of
farm fresh vegetables. M .K.
Brown parking lot. Wednesday
and Saturday. Opens 7 a.m. Adv.

GOOD QUALITY Perms, $20,
haircut included. Early and late
appointments. Call Ruth or De-
linda, 665-9236. Adv.

THE FINANCIAL Aid Director
of Clarendon College will be at
the Pampa Center Wednesday,
August 26, 10:30 a.m. Adv.

MARGUERITES FASHIONS,
305 W. Foster. Last days,
Wednesday, August 26 to Satur-
day, August 29. All sell merchan-
dise slashed drastically. See to
believe. Adv.

GYMNASTICS OF Pampa reg-
istration, Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 6 to 8 p.m. at the gym, Loop
171 North. Or call us!' 669-2941 or
665-0122. Adv.

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Cloudy and warmer Tues-
day with the highs in the mid
80s. Chance of showers tonight
with the lows in the 60. South-
erly winds at 5-15 mph. High
Sunday, 62, overnight low, 56.
Pampa received .23 inch of
precipitation in the 24-hour
period ending at 6 a.m.

REGIONAL FORECASTS

By The Associated Press

West Texas — Partly cloudy
through Tuesday. Scattered
mainly evening thunder-
storms tonight with only iso-
lated activity Tuesday. Lows
tonight upper 50s Panhandle to
lower 70s Big Bend plateaus.
Highs Tuesday mid 80s
Panhandle to near 90 Concho
Valley and mid 90s Big Bend.

North Texas — Decreasing
cloudiness all areas tonight
and Tuesday except for widely
scattered afternoon and even-
ing thunderstorms south and
east. Warmer north Tuesday,
continued hot south. Lows
tonight 70 to 77. Highs Tuesday
95 to 100.

South Texas — Fair and
warm tonight. Partly cloudy
and hot again Tuesday with
widely scattered thunder-
showers east and along the
coast. Highs 90s except upper
80s at the coast and 100 to 104
Rio Grande plains. Lows most-
ly in the 70s with upper 60s over
the Hill Country and lower 80s
along the coast.

EXTENDED FORECASTS

Wednesday through Friday

West Texas — Chance of
thunderstorms Panhandle

Ty

) Tg ‘RAN
DRY Y
\J *

Thursday and all sections east
of mountains Friday, other-
wise partly cloudy with little
day to day temperature
change. Panhandle highs low-
er to middle 80s. Lows near 60
to lower 60s. South Plains
highs middle 80s. Lows lower
to middle 60s. Permian Basin
and far west highs upper 80s to
lower 90s. Lows middle and up-
per 60s. Concho Valley highs
near 90 to middle 90s. Lows
around 70. Big Bend highs mid-
dle 80s mountains to near 102
along the Rio Grande. Lows
near 60 mountains to lower 70s
along the river.

North Texas — Mostly fair
Wednesday and Thursday.
Partly cloudy with a slight
chance of thunderstorms Fri-
day. Highs will be in the mid to
upper 90s. Lows will be in the
low to mid 70s.

South Texas — Partly
cloudy and warm days gener-

G T

The Accu-Weather ~ forecast for 8 AM . Tuesday. August 25
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ally fair and mild nights
Wednesday through Friday
with little or no precipitation
expected. Daily lows in the 70s
except near 80 coastal plains.
Daily highs in the 90s.

BORDER STATES

Oklahoma — Mostly cloudy
with scattered light rain and
thundershowers through
tonight. Partly cloudy and
warmer Tuesday. Lows
tonight mid 60s Panhandle to
low 70s south east. Highs Tues-
day low to mid 90s.

New Mexico — Partly
cloudy tonight and Tuesday
with widely scattered showers
and thundershowers. Lows
tonight will be in the 40s and
50s in the mountains to the
mid-50s and 60s at lower eleva-
tions. Highs Tuesday will be in
the 70s to low 80s in the moun-
tains to mostly the 80s at the
lower elevations.
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DALLAS (AP) T. Boone Pickens
Jr.’s reputation was built on takeover
attempts in the oil and gas industry.
Now, after puzzling Wall Street with
forays into defense stocks, the Amarillo
. oilman and his Mesa Limited Partners,
are taking aim at a mining company
with oil and gas interests. \
A few weeks after Mesa unitholders
amended their partnership agreement
to allow Mesa to pursue business activi-
ties outside the oil and gas industry, the
group in June filed notice that it in-
tended to acquire more than $15 million
of Seattle-based Boeing Co.’s common
shares.

Slow down!

e

(Staff Photo by Duane A. Laverty)

Charley Russell of Shamrock makes an attempt to take the
ribbon off an unwilling calf’s tail during ribbon roping com-
petition Friday night at the 11th annual Gray County 4-H
Youth Rodeo, held at the Top O’ Texas Rodeo Arena. 4-H
articipants from the Texas Panhandle, Oklahoma and
Rlew Mexico competed in the two-day weekend event, spon-
sored by Gray County 4-H clubs, members and parents.

Mesa also sought permission to buy
as much as 15 percent of the aerospace
and defense company’s stock. Boeing
made the disclosure public in late July.

This month, Mesa also filed notice
under the Hart-Scott-Rodino antitrust
act that it wanted to buy $15 million of
Singer Co., a Stamford, Conn., aeros-
pace electronics and consumer pro-
ducts maker. It also asked permission
to buy up to a 15 percent stake.

‘I was very surprised at the recent
developments, particularly in Singer
and Boeing,’’ said Michael W. Lamb,
president of Wealth Monitors, a Kansas
City, Mo.. investment research firm.

Credit unions fighting
to regain loan business

FORT WORTH (AP) Credit
unions, which suffered when ma
jor automobile companies began
offering low-interest car loans,
have fought hard to regain their
market share and started other
financial services for members

“The dealer discounts cut into
our car loan business, and we had
to readjust our thinking no
doubt about it,”’ said Gerald
Deering, president of the 40,000-
member Educational Employees
Credit Union of Fort Worth

The state’s credit union indus-
try has since thrived, while some
high-flying banks and savings
and savings and loans have taken
a tumble in the troubled Texas
economy

Credit unions offered group
programs with discounts on fleet
purchases and preapproved car
loans that enabled buyers to walk
into showrooms, ready to work
out final prices. Credit unions are
getting back lost car loans from
automakers

“Our members have learned to
ask questions about those low-
interest programs,’’ Peggy
Gage, vice president for opera-
tions at Fort Worth's largest cre-
dit union, the Federal Em-
ployees’ Credit Union, said

Many automakers’ loans have
prepayment penalties, do not
apply to the most popular cars
and have shorter repayment
terms, she said

‘““We can generally offer them
about the same kind of monthly
payment, over a longer period,
even with higher interest,’’ said
Ms. Gage

Deering said the first automak-
er low-interest loans two years
ago cut the auto loan share of his
business from 50 percent to about
40 percent

But he said ‘‘auto loans are
back to about the same percen
tage of the portfolio that they
were before the discount rates
began.”’

- Residents, company split over
waste facility

‘““We've got a haven here in East Texas, a para-
dise most people only dream of. The cool pines, the
hills, four or five lakes to fish in — I don’t want to
see that ruined,’’ said Mike Carter, whoowns a dry
cleaning shop in Daingerfield.

Thermal Kinetics officials say they're as con-
cerned about the environment as anyone.

- plans for toxic

LONE STAR (AP) A plan by this east Texas
city’s namesake and largest employer to build a
hazardous waste incinerator on the southern out-
skirts of town has angered many residents.

Proponents say 100 jobs would be created from
Lone Star Steel’s construction of the facility, a sig-
nificant number in an area of the state where one in
four adults is unemployed.

: The project, an $18 million to $25 million inciner-
ator that would consume 75,000 tons of waste each
year — including solvents, pesticides, acids, waste
oils and PCBs — could also breathe economic life
into Dallas-based Lone Star Technologies Inc. It
has been losing money since 1983

Thermal Kinetics, the Lone Star subsidiary that
will build and operate the facility, plans to apply
for state and federal permits for the incinerator in
October. If approved, construction would begin in
a year and be complete in early 1990.

But many residents of the area — a collection of
small towns in the piney hills north of Longview —
plan to fight the granting of those permits. Three
hundred are expected to attend an organizational
meeting in a high school auditorium this week,
says project opponent Earl Jones of Daingerfield.

Lamb.

“I find it very difficult to understand
what he’s doing there other than trying
to capitalize on his own notoriety,’’ said

“Generally, his style is one (target) at
a time,” said Lamb. ‘“For him to go
after Boeing and thep suddenly go after
another company in the defense indus-
try and then another — there’s a pattern
that isn’t consistent with the past.”

Analysts believe that Mesa made the
Boeing and Singer investments for
short-term gains and wasn’t really in-
terested in takeovers. Many analysts
considered the stocks of both com-
panies undervalued and have touted

them as takeover candidates.

Duff & Phelps Inc. in Chicago.

ly valued.”

shares in the companies.

‘It was pretty much follwing Boone’s
strategy of looking for an undervalued
stock, generating interest, getting the
price up and then selling when it's up,”’
said Janet Dzwierzynski, an analyst at

She said that strategy took Pickens
outside the oil industry because ‘‘most
energy stocks are overvalued, if not ful-

Boeing and Singer stock soared after
the disclosures that Mesa had taken

Most recently, Pickens led a new
general partnership called Ivanhoe

Pickens adopts new strategy, say analysts

Partners in taking a 9.1 percent stake in
Newmont Mining Corp. of New York.
The partnership is owned 45 percent by
Mesa; 30 percent by NRM Energy Co.
LP of Dallas; and 25 percent by Harbert
Corp. of Birmingham, Ala.

The investor group last week boosted
its stake to 9.95 percent, raising Wall
Street concerns that Pickens and the
other companies may be making a
takeover run at the firm.

Newmont has interests in gold, coal,
oil and gas and other natural resources.
Analysts said he company is a tradition-
al type of Pickens target.

New law clamps down on speed traps

CLUTE (AP) — A new law limiting the
amount of fines that municipal courts can
retain on state highway speeding violations
has some cities scrambling.

House Bill 581, which goes into effect Sept.
1, was passed in the regular session of the
Texas Legislature as a means of removing
the incentive for small cities to maintain
speed traps as a major source of revenue.

Jones Creek City Secretary Anita McCoy
said it is hurting cities like hers, which need
the revenue to maintain law enforcement to
protect residents.

“I think it’s outrageous,”” McCoy told the
Brazosport Facts newspaper. ‘““We don’t
know what we're going to do. Right now we're
looking at a way of surviving.”

Specifically, the law allows municipal
courts to keep $2 for every mile per hour the
driver exceeded the speed limit. The law ap-
plies only to violations on state highways.
The state treasurer is to receive any penal-
ties in excess of the $2-each-mph fine.

For example, if a person were fined for
going 10 mph over the speed limit, no more
than $20 of the fine could be kept by the muni-
cipal court. The rest must be sent to the state.

The state keeps $10 of each fine for speed-
ing now and will continue to collect the $10
plus any additional amount collected by
cities exceeding $2 for each mph the speeder
is going over the speed limit.

McCoy said she was told that the law is
targeted at cities with a population of less
than 5,000, ‘‘but that’s the cities that need the
money the most.”’

West Columbia Police Chief Earl Wineb-
renner said the law will have a significant
effect on the amount of revenue West Col-
umbia is allowed to keep from speeding fines

However, Surfside Mayor Burt Strouse
said Surfside will not be affected much by the
new law because most of the speeding fine
revenue that Surfside gets comes from Coun-
ty Road 257, which is not maintained by the
state and therefore does not qualify as a state
highway.

Brazoria Police Chief Theresa Guidry also
said the law would not affect Brazoria's re-
venue much. But she said the reason was
because little of the city’s revenue is gener-
ated by speeding tickets.

However, Richwood Police Chief Glenn
Patton said the law could really affect Rich-
wood’s speeding ticket revenue.

An analysis of the bill by the House Re-
search Organization said the bill will pri-
marily affect cities with less than 5,000 resi-
dents.

The analysis said speed traps exist all over
the state, but ‘‘attention has been focused on
the practices of certain police departmentsin
counties adjacent to Harris County.”

One of those cities, Splendora, a small town
in east Montgomery County bordering U.S.
59, is reacting to the bill by shutting down its
police dispatch unit, warrants division and
municipal court.

A total of eight paid police officers will be
laid off, leaving only two paid and two unpaid
reserve officers.

Thompsons building varied private empire

DALLAS (AP) — Despite wide holdings, the
Thompson Co. has not appeared on annual
published lists of Dallas’ largest private com-
panies.

With revenues that would place it in the top
15, the company last year produced esti-
mated sales of $500 million.

It has a reputation for intense privacy, but
the company that holds many of the personal
investments of Southland Corp.’s founding
family is finding it more difficult to stay out
of the public eye.

“Up until now we kept a pretty low profile,
but I guess that has changed,’” said John
Sloan, president of the Thompson Co.

That's because JT Acquisition Corp., a
newly created unit of the Thompson Co.,
announced a $5.1 billion plan on July 5 to ac-
quire Southland Corp. in a leveraged buyout.

The Southland buyout will add the 7-Eleven
convenience store operations to the Thomp-

son Co.’s investment portfolio. JT Acquisi-
tion has completed the first stage of the
Southland buyout plan and the transaction is
expected to be completed by the end of the
year.

Thompson Co. owners — John Thompson,
chairman of Southland Corp.; Jere Thomp-
son, Southland president and chief executive
officer; and Joe ‘‘Jodie’’ Thompson, a South-
land director — already had gathered a di-
verse group of assets under the holding com-
pany’s umbrella.

Among the Thompson Co. holdings are an
Arkansas boat builder, a Phoenix manufac-
turer of plastic cups and a Los Angeles im-
porter of consumer goods from Asia. In addi-
tion, the holding company’s real estate arm
manages office buildings and retail stores in
Carrollton, Richardson and Las Colinas.

Officials of the Thompson Co. and South-
land Corp. indicated last week that both com-

Suites add touch of
chic to rodeo arena

panies will undergo changes in the coming
months that will affect long-standing rela-
tionships with its employees and corporate
entities.

“The (Thompson) family is extremely con-
cerned that at a time when it is divesting
itself of businesses (that) it has another com-
pany that is aggressively growth oriented,”
Sloan said.

Under terms of the proposed buyout by the
Thompsons, Southland plans to sell off its
dairies, Chief Auto Parts stores, its snack
foods division and some of its real estate hold-
ings. Analysts say the moves are likely to
reduce the company’s 67,000-person work
force significantly.

By trading in their Southland stock for a
77.5 percent ownership of its assets, the
Thompsons will also bring a hefty debt load to
their private investment portfolio.

Medical Surgical

MESQUITE (AP) — Rodeo
has aways been a sport of sun-
bleached bleachers and dusty
arenas.

But the swank suites on the
third level of the year-old Mes-
quite Arena have ushered in a
new rodeo chic.

The 78 private suites lease
for $10,000 a year and attract
movie stars, royalty, politi-
cans and big-dollar
businesses.

‘“‘Everybody wants to go to a
rodeo,’’ said Charles Seeds, a
car dealer who uses his suite to
entertain friends and business
associates. ‘‘It's like a circus,
and a private suite with air
conditioning and closed-
circuit television is the only
way to watch it.”’

Prince Ranier and Princess
Stephanie of Monaco have
watched rodeo events from the
suites, as have Dallas Cow-
boys running back Herschel
Walker, country and western
singers Lee Greenwood and
Patsy Montana, actor Rob
Lowe and model Cheryl Tiegs.

Each of the rodeo suites is

equipped with a telephone, re-
frigerator, wet bar and closed-
circuit television for replays of
rodeo events or standard tele-
vision programming.

Maeve Hillery, the wife of
Patrick Hillery, president of
the Republic of Ireland,
watched her first rodeo from
one of the suites recently.

‘“This is the first time ['ve
seen this in the flesh, so to
speak,”’ Mrs. Hilery said

Mrs. Hillery’'s hostess and
longtime friend, Jen Brodrick
of Dallas, said she frequently
brings friends and family from
Europe to the rodeo.

“It's always a place to bring
international guests,’”’ Mrs
Brodrick said. ‘‘I mean, this is
Texas. It's cowboy country,
and they want to see cow-
boys."’

Some of the individuals and
companies who lease the
suites say they enjoy watching
sports or other events in pri-
vate, but others entertain busi-
ness clients in lavish western
settings.

‘“What we're trying to do is come up with the
very best way to handle these hazardous materials
that we all know are already out there,”’ said Paul
Thompson, president of Thermal Kinetics.

Bruce Riekels, Thermal Kinetics' general man-
ager, said the company has gone to extraordinary
measures to insure that the incinerator won't pol-
lute the air or water.

That system, Riekels says, includes watertight
concrete walls surrounding storage tanks, an auto-
matic fire control system with up to 750,000 gallons
of water and a back-up, and a four- to five-foot high
levee surrounding the site.

Roger Meachem, a spokesman for the Dallas
regional office of the Environmental Protection
Agency, said the company's application will be
subjected to an ‘‘excruciatingly detailed’’ review.

Dr. Patrick Crawford
Podiatrist

(Foot Specialist)

Now seeing patients for the
surgical and non-surgical treatment
of all types of foot disorders at
Northcrest Medical Plaza,
West of Hobart on Northcrest Rd.

For appointment call
Northerest Pharmacy

| 669-1035

Preemarts

Tropical Plants

Totum Poles
Schefflera Ficus
6"’ — $11.65

— Cash and Carry —

Flowers and Oreenhouse
410 B. Foster 0693334

Specialist Opening
in Pampa

Don C. MeLarey M.D

Ear, Nose and Throat
Head and Neck Surgery
Allergy Testing and Treatment
Facial Plastic Surgery

Coronado Medical Building

Suite 103
Call 669-3311 for appointment
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EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O’ TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

==
Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to
our readers so that they can better promote and preserve their
own freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only
when man understands freedom and is free to control himself
and all he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a
political grant from government, and that men have the right
to take moral action to preserve their life and property for
themselves and others

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment

Louise Fletcher
Publisher

Jett Langley
Managing Editor

Opinion
Jim Wright makes
living from grants

With Congress in such a huff about ethics violations
by the Reagan administration, it might take a look at
its own comandante, House Speaker Jim Wright. This

reat American has done well by serving the people:

Wright has not disclosed his exact net worth; ethics
laws require only disclosure of a broad range. But
after becoming majority leader in 1977, his reported
worth rose from near zilch to $899,997 in 1981, accord-
ing to The Wall Street Journal. The oil slump reduced
that to $464,996 in 1986. Though who knows, really? As a
comparison, Teddy Kennedy reveals only a fraction of
his half-billion-dollar net worth. Whatever the case,
it’s obvious that congressional rank has its privileges
— and profits.

B Wright's business partner, Fort Worth developer
George Malick, has helped the House speaker ‘‘earn
tens of thousands of dollars from real estate, oil wells,
and imported rubies,’’ The Wall Street Journal writes.
‘“‘At the same time, Malick was angling for a stake in a
partnership that aims to turn Fort Worth’s historic
stockyards area into ‘the Williamsburg of the West’.”’
To help his good buddy, Wright earmarked $11.8 mil-
lion ‘‘for the area in two federal money bills."’

B Wright earned a minimum $17,502 salary for his
work with Malick, not including profits. Says Malick of
one business venture: ‘‘It earned some dough and we
golt some tax advantages.”’ Ah, the risky life of a capi-
talist!

No wonder Wright, who keeps chanting for higher
taxes, has no idea how much high taxes hurt entrep-
reneurs. To him all economic growth seems to stem
from government grants or special tax breaks be-

ueathed by oily politicians like himself.

% With Malick’s help, Wright has skewed banking leg-
islation to benefit insolvent Texas savings and loan
banks, most of which are run by Democratic cam-
paign contributors whose get-rich-quick business
schemes went bust. Malick told The Wall Street Jour-
nal the full cost ‘‘could easily be $50 billion ... Yes, the
speaker realizes that, and he’s worried about it.”’ Im-
agine that: $50 billion — pulled from the ketbooks
of taxpayers, rich middle class and poor alike —to pay
off these gamblers’ debts.

Imagine the hypocrisy. Congress has spent eight
months and untold millions of dollars investigating $3
million in arms shipped to the ayatollah, possibly ille-
gally. Heck, the $50 billion Wright’s deals might cost us
eould fund the whole Iranian army for years. And let’s
not forget the ongoing investigation into Ed Meese'’s
questionable investments, the amount of which
(c’oulldn't even pick up the bar tab for a Wright-Malick

ea

“Some statesmen go to Congress and some go to
jz:lil," wrote Eugene Field. ‘It is the same thing, after
all.”

THE PAMPA NEWS
(USPS 781-540)

Author indicts higher education

WASHINGTON — How in the world, I am
minded to ask, did Allan Bloom's The Closing of
the American Mind make it to the top of the
best-seller lists? This is the powerful work of an
intellectual writing for other intellectuals. It de-
mands of the reader more background in phi-
losophy than most of us can bring to its pages. It
is heavy stuff. Yet it is selling like bagged ice in
mid-August.

Bloom is a professor of philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. His book is a wide-ranging
critique of higher education in the United
States, and especially of higher education at the
highest levels. More broadly, it is an examina-
tion of American culture — a word he regards
with intense skepticism — toward the end of the
20th century. He hands down a sweeping indict-
ment of our top universities. They are failing in
their essential mission, which is to imbue their
best students with a clear idea of what an edu-
cated human being is.

The book may be “attracting a phenomenal
audience in part because it is beautifully writ-
ten. Heaven knows American education has had
its eloquent critics. Hyman Rickover con-
trasted our high schools with those of Switzer-
land; Arther Trace made comparisons with
Soviet schools; James D. Koerner looked at our
system and England’s and found ours poorer.
Charles Moser, Arthur Bestor, Mortimer Smith,
Albert Lynd, Theodore Gross, Paul Copperman,
Rudolf Flesch — all of them have pointed to
substantially the same shortcomings. James
Buchanan’s ‘‘Academia in Anarchy’’ in 1970
was a forerunner of Bloom's polemic. But none
of these critics, valuable as they have been, has
written so superbly. Every page of ‘“The Closing
of the American Mind"’ crackles with quotable
lines

‘mE uw

James J.
Kilpatrick

Bloom feels passionately about the decline of
the university. He is a profoundly angry man,
but the virtue of his work is that he keeps a tight
rein on the horses of his rage. He has special
contempt for the university administrators who
have yielded, belly-up, to the demands of press-
ure groups. Bloom was teaching at Cornell in
the 1960s when gun-toting black students intimi-
dated the president and made a travesty of
academic integrity. His chapter on Cornell’s
capitulation is written not in ink, but in acid.

One fundamental trouble, he contends, is that
the three major disciplines — the natural scien-
ces, the social sciences and the humanities —
tend to operate separately. They do not accept
the wholeness of higher education. An incoming
student ‘““‘must navigate among a collection of
carnival barkers, each trying to lure him into a
particular sideshow.’’ The greatest of our uni-
versities ‘‘cannot generate a modest program of
general education for undergraduate stu-
dents.”’ They are not dealing with ‘‘the undeni-
able fact that the students who enter are uncivil-
ized, and that the universities have some re-
sponsibility for civilizing them.”’

Bloom strikes with particular venom at his

colleagues in the humanities. At Cornell they
pusillanimously surrendered to the most radic-
al students. At many universities professors all
but abandoned the old learning in order to
embrace trendy new courses in Black Studies,
Women's Studies, Peace Studies and the like.
“Humanists ran like lemmings into the sea,
thinking they would refresh and revitalize
themselves in it. They drowned.”

It was better in the 1940s and 1950s, Bloom
believes, before the animals took over the zoo.
Thirty or 40 years ago, an atmosphere prevailed
in which serious teaching was possible. He is not
at all certain that such an atmosphere can be

recaptured today. The differences and the indif- *

ferences are too great. ‘It is difficult to imagine
that there is either the wherewithal or the ener-
gy within the university to constitute or recon-
stitute the idea of an educated human being and
establish a liberal education again.”

If this can be done at all, it must be done by
rededication at the highest levels. Unfortunate-

ly, Bloom’s plea for a return to the old ways has -

been met by sniffs and scowls. It is complained
that Bloom is ‘‘too idealistic,”” that he forgets
‘“‘the real world,”’ that his ‘‘elitist’’ notions take
no account of the desire of most undergraduate
students to get on with their careers. I suspect
that Bloom would accept most of this criticism
cheerfully. His aim is to graduate students who
can think; later on they can learn to do.

Bloom'’s book promises to be the book of the
year. In an ideal world, every entering fresh-
man would read it — especially the last 80 pages
— and every top-flight student would dream of
studying under a professor of Bloom’s convic-
tion. He lights fires.

i

Today in history
By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Aug. 24, the
236th day of 1987. There are 129
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Aug.24,A.D. 79, long-dormant
Mount Vesuvius erupted, burying
the Roman cities of Pompeii and
Herculaneum in volcanic ash. An
estimated 20,000 people died.

On this date:

In 410, Rome was overrun by
the Visigoths, an event that sym-
bolized the fall of the Western Ro-
man Empire.

In 1572, the slaughter of French
Protestants at the hands of
Catholics began in Paris on St.
Bartholomew’s Day. The killings
lasted until October and claimed
some 13,000 victims throughout
France.

In 1814, British forces invaded
Washington and proceeded to set
fire to the Capitol and the White
House.
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I'm going to let L..J. Willett of Jackson, Minn.,
answer the question: What is a fisherman?

‘“A fisherman may be a youngster with patch-
ed trousers, knotted string, bent pin and a wil-
low stick.

“He may be a dude with fancy fly rod and
creel.

“Or an old pro with chalk line and cane pole.

‘“Any of these may be the ardent creature we
call a fisherman.

‘“Anglers come in all dimensions, colors, fla-
vors, temperaments, cars, canoes and profes-
sions.

“They growl if the youngsters awaken them
on Sunday morning at 9, but they smile if
awakened by an auto horn Sunday morning at 3.

“When the reel sings, they forget all laws,
in-laws, stock markets, business, war, death
and taxes.

““You will find them on top of, crawling under,
perched upon, leaning against, soaked with,
trudging after, stumbling over, yearning for,
scrounging in search of, doing without, wading
into, boasting about, forgetting where, re-
membering when and smelling of.

‘“‘Dads teach them, ‘widows’ wait for them,
neighbors ridicule them and when the game
warden searches them — heaven hélp them.

‘‘A fisherman is a man who would go broke if
he used the same weights and measures in his
private business.

‘“‘He is too tired to push a lawn mower over
smooth grass, yet can set a speed record wading

Paul
Harvey

upstream, over rocks and under water and
wearing hip boots.

‘At home his ulcers nag him, noise upsets
him, a draft chills him, nobody can cook for him.

“‘On the trail, the outboard roar soothes him,
the wind invigorates him, a can of beans fills
him.

““The fisherman is truth taken lightly, with the
appetite of a horse, the energy of a dynamo,
sleeps like a dog, curious as a cat, bellicose as a
bull, dependable as a dollar watch, a night owl
for hours, a bear for punishment, the imagina-
tion of a child, the fortitude of a deadbeat rela-
tive, and on backlash, the vocabulary of a
waterfront parrot.

“No one but a fisherman can rise so early,
miss so many meals, carouse so late, strain so
much and come home all rested up.

‘“His arthritis won’t let him transplant two
rosebushes, but he can dig a foot-deep ditch a
back-yard long before breakfast — looking for
WOrms.

Screaming reels awaken lives

‘“He is contentment with fish scales under his
fingernails and a hardware store in his pocket.
Rusty daredevils, stinking minnows, dried
dough balls, long-gone grub worms, shriveled
earthworms, assorted sinkers, tangled leaders,
bent hooks, defiant knife, twin-type bottle open-
er, illegible license, two keys, three old invoices,
a state map, wet matches, reeking pipe, soggy
tobacco.

‘“‘And one damaged and unidentifiable some-
thing that’s no good for anything but ‘might
come in handy.’

‘“At home an open window makes him a bed
case.

“Up river he’s Captain Courageous pulling
both oars against the whitecaps — bareheaded.

‘““At home he says the butcher has a lead
thumb...

‘“‘But the fisherman refuses to compute the
gross cost of his solitary perch.

‘‘At home he says Junior’s dinnertime hands
must be washed twice.

‘‘But the fisherman can slouch in a boat nib-
bling a sandwich with the same hands that just
baited up.

‘“You can threaten the fisherman, insult him,
seize his property. You can pin his shoulders to
the ground just by looking scornfully at his emp-
ty stringer and saying nothing...

‘‘But when you have done your best and said
your worst he’ll merely reply...

‘‘So the big ones got away, but I know where
they are now!”’

Crooked federal judges dishonor position

By Robert Walters

BILOXI, Miss. (NEA) — Judge Wal-
ter L. Nixon Jr. still regularly uses
the somber, wood-paneled chambers
reserved for the chief judge of the
U.S. District Court in the squat feder-
al building here on Mississippi's Gulf
Coast.

But Nixon no longer presides over
any litifalion. Indeed, he has been on
an indefinite self-imposed leave of ab-
sence from his official duties since a
federal grand jury indicted him two
years ago on bribery and perjury
charges.

Until late 1981, no sitting federal
judge had never been indicted in this
country. Since then, however, three
have been formally accused of engag-
ing in criminal activities. Two have
been convicted.

Are those recent developments evi-
dence of un ted corruption
within the f al judiciary, a branch

of t long renowned for its
prx and integrity?

bly not. Since federal
are fallible mortals, it's likely that

some of them have always suc-

cumbed to illegal temptations but
have been insulated from prosecution
because of their special status.

Thus, the recent spate of indict-
ments and trials could well indicate a
salutary shift away from the tradi-
tional belief that federal judges some-
how are above the law.

The first of the three indicted —
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