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* Mark White

nor f'or;

TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGIN’ — What a difference four

years makes. The driver of this picku

seen on Frost Street,

apparently a Mark White supporter four years ago, is sup
porting White's then and now opponent Bill Clements. He

Test procedures concern at Lefors

By LARRY HOLLIS
Staff Writer

LEFORS - Student skills tests
are in and teachers’ tests are on
their way, but Lefors administra-
tors already have complaints ab-
out the testing procedures and
other aspects.

The Lefors Independent School
District has received results for
students taking the Texas Educa
tional Assessment of Minimum
Skills (TEAMS) tests in the third,
fifth, seventh, ninth and eleventh
grades.

During the regular board meet
ing Thursday night, Lefors
Elementary School Principal Bill
Crockett said students are doing
generally well in the reading and
mathematics areas, but the test
results indicated some problems
in the writing skills area

He said the TEAMS scores indi
cated nine of 17 third grade stu
dents did not master the writing
area. ‘‘It looked bad’ until he
checked the results for each stu
dent, he said

But Crockett questioned the
grading procedure on the objec
tive test section. Of the 24 ques
tions provided, a student has to
answer 21 to achieve mastery
level, he explained

For example, one of the stu
dents had mastered each of the
six separate objective skill areas
But because the student had
answered only 20 questions cor
rectly overall out of the 24, the
student was not given mastery
level, he noted

The objective test covers such
areas as spelling, punctuation
and capitalization. Students also
had a composition section

Crockett also had some com
plaints about the compilation of

tests results by the lowa testing
firm.

Math results from one grade in
itially indicated some had not
mastered that area, he said. But
when he checked the results, he
discovered more than 30 students
were listed when Lefors had only
16 students in that grade

Apparently the Iowa testing
firm had mistakenly included
scores from another district in
with the Lefors results. Crockett
said he had contacted the Iowa
firm offices and Texas state
education offices but had not yet
received any satisfactory ex
planation as to how the mistake
occurred

When he checked each stu
dent’s results, he found that 100
percent of the fifth grade stu
dents had received mastery in
reading and math areas

“Overall, I think we did really
good,”" Crockett stated, except
for the writing area. But a closer
analysis of the writing scores
alleviated the initial disappoint
ment in the objective test area
concerning the 21 of 24 questions
standard, he said

‘We can concentrate more on
the writing now since we know
it's a weak area,’’ especially in
the third grade, he said

Lefors High School Principal
Gene Gee also had some com
plaints about the grading stan
dards in the writing area. Com
positions are graded on a 1 to 5
scale, with a 2 being the mini
mum passing score, he noted

In the seventh grade, for exam
ple, just over 50 percent were
given a 2 rating with 41 percent
receiving a 1 score. Gee said the
composition area is being graded
more strictly now, resulting in
more students not passing

TA

made changes in the old bumper sticker to indicate his
current feelings about the current governor. (Staff photo by

Paul Pinkham.)

““We are going to use this as an
indicator to focus more on writ
ing'’ at all levels, Gee said. But ‘I
feel reasonably sure the clamp
down on writing has caught ev
erybody,’”’ not just Lefors stu
dents, he said

Math and reading levels for the
high school students are ‘‘in pret
ty good shape,’’ he said. Juniors
had a 100 percent mastery level in
all three areas

But more efforts will continue
in all areas to do even better, he
said

Gee said he has no question of
the need to improve writing
skills, but he thinks the standards
perhaps are being set too high
now. He said efforts will be made
toincorporate more writing skills
into other content areas besides
English classes, including less
use of multiple choice tests in

some cases

Supt. Earl Ross said he was
generally pleased with the
TEAMS results. ‘‘They just need
to do more writing,’’” he said
‘““And our teachers are working
on that.”

Ross said he had planned to dis-
cuss the Texas Evaluation of Cur
rent Adminstrators and
Teachers (TECAT) tests, but not
all the results are in yet. The
forms have been mailed, but not
all teachers and administrators
have received them yet, he ex
plained

Gee said he had a complaint ab
out the TECAT results. The
forms indicate only whether a
passing or failing score was
made, he noted, but no actual test
scores are provided

See LEFORS, Page two

Roberts, Rice still the winners

Wayne Roberts and Ronnie Rice are still the winners of their respec
tive primary races following recounts Thursday and today

Roberts defeated Jeanine Augustine for the Democratic nomination
for Gray County Justice of the Peace from Precinct Two by six votesin
Saturday’s primary election and that result was the same in Thurs
day’s recount. Roberts will face write-in candidate Margie Prestidge

in November

The Republican recount, requested by Precinct Two Commissioner
candidates James Kennemer and Richard Smith, left the incumbent
Rice still way ahead of his three opponents. In the recount, completed
this morning, Kennemer picked up one vote from a ballot that County
Clerk Wanda Carter said was marked by ballpoint pen and should

have been counted Saturday

The extra vote gives Kennemer 62 votes compared to Rice's 228
Smith finished with 58 votes and Justice of the Peace David Potter

polled 36

Rice will face the winner of a June 7 run-off election between Demo

cratic challengers Jim Greene and W .C

Epperson

Carter said the accuracy of the recounts speaks well of the vote

counting system in Gray County
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Reactor fire
reported out

International official says
meltdown never occurred

KIEV, US.S.R. (AP) An In
ternational Atomic Energy Agen-
cy official said today that the fire
at the Chernobyl nuclear reactor
has been put out. The mayor of
Kiev said a quarter-million chil
dren will leave school early this
year because of the devastating
accident

The agency official, Morris
Rosen, told a news conference in
Moscow that an adjacent reactor
at the Ukrainian facility was not
damaged by the fire and was not
in danger of releasing radiation

The director of the U.N
affiliated agency, Hans Blix, said
at today's news conference, ‘It is
clear the radioactive consequ
ences of this accident are far
more serious than in any acident
so far.”

Blix also said the Soviets never
shut down their 11 other Cher
nobyl-type nuclear reactors, as
some reports indicated earlier

Earlier, Kiev Mayor Valentin
Sgursky said schools attended by
a quarter-million of the city's
children will close May 15, sever
al weeks early, because of the
power plant accident. He said the
move was not an emergency me-
asure.

‘““We are simply advancing the
normal school holiday a little
bit,"”’ Sgursky told a group of fore
ign reporters.

Ukrainian Premier Alexander
Lyashko had said Thursday that
crews still were trying to put out
the reactor fire. Blix, flew over
the reactor Thursday and said on
Soviet television that smoke was
coming from it

But Rosen said today, ‘‘The fire
1s out.”’

Rosen said the smoke seen
Thursday was light gray and
appeared to come from smolder
ing sand, lead, boron and dolo
mite thrown over the reactor to
smother the fire. He said smoke
was thicker and darker when the
fire was burning

Rosen also said Soviet officials
reported the reactor core
temperature had fallen to a de
gree that indicated the fire was
out

Lyashko had said Thursday
that the reactor temperature had
fallen to 300 degrees Celsius, 572
degrees Fahrenheit. “‘This
means that the burning has prac
tically stopped,’’ he said

Rosen said a meltdown never
occurred, but a statement by his
agency said the reactor core was
extensively damaged. Rosen said
workers were trying to build a
concrete shield under the reactor
in case a nuclear reaction should
resume, sending radioactivity
into the earth

Western scientists have said

they believe a meltdown did
occur

Ukrainian Health Minister
Anatoly Romanenko was quoted
earlier as saying on Kiev radio
that school children would be
moved out of the area as a pre-
caution. Kiev, the nation’s third-
largest city with 2.4 million in-
habitants, is 80 miles south of the
damaged reactor

At the Moscow news confer-
ence, Rosen said workers were
trying to seal off the No. 4 reactor
at the Chernobyl facility where a
chemical explosion occurred
April 26, setting off a fire and
spewing a radioactive cloud over
Europe

“The aim is to encase the whole
fourth unit in concrete and work
has begun to place a concrete
foundation under the reactor,’’ he
said

Blix said at today's néws con-
ference that the Soviets have
agreed to release daily radiation
levels beginning today from a
monitoring station 37% miles
from the reactor and from six
other stations along the country’s
western border

Rosen said most of the 204 peo-
ple injured in the accident, which
officials said began April 26, were
firefighters and that all had been
sent to Moscow for treatment.

Romanenko warned in an arti-
cle in today's issue of the news-
paper Pravda Ukrainy that peo-
ple should wash well, water down
streets and yards, and keep chil-
dren indoors as much as possible.

“The situation has markedly
improved since my last address.
The level of background radia-
tion is gradually falling. At pre-
sent it is in the limit of the norms
recommended by national and in-
ternational organizations and
does not represent adanger to the
health of the population, includ-
ing children,’’ he wrote

However, it was not clear
whether he was referring to
radiation levels in the accident
area, or in Kiev itself.

I.yashko also told Western re-
porters Thursday that author-
ities had not ordered the major
part of the evacuation until six
days after the accident, and had
waited for two days to inform
Moscow of the full scope of what
is now believed to be the worst
disaster in the history of nuclear
power

Today, the Communist Party
daily Pravda said in Moscow that
Kiev residents may not have been
kept informed in a timely
fashion

““This provided grounds for all
kinds of rumors which, inciden-
tally, were quite actively dis-
seminated by various ‘voices’ in
the West,”’ said Pravda.

- $4..7 million test proves most teachers can read and write

AUSTIN (AP) — Most Texas teachers passed a
statewide test aimed at determining if they are
competent in the classroom, according to results
presented the State Board of Education

The figures released Thursday showed 96.7 per
cent of the 202,084 certified educators who took the
reading and writing test on March 10 passed

About 3.3 percent, or 6,579, failed. If they do not
pass a second exam on June 28 they will lose their
teaching certificates.

The test was required by the 1984 school reform
act in an effort to improve the quality of public
school education in Texas.

The results were reviewed by board members
Thursday with no further action required when the
formal board meeting is held Saturday.

“That's an ‘A’ in anyone’s book,’’ said Gov
Mark White of the results.

““The teachers did fantastic, far exceeding our
expectations,’” said Education Commissioner Wil
liam Kirby.

Officials earlier had predicted that about 5 per-
cent or about 10,000 might lose their right to teach.

Kirby said the March test failures included 6
percent Hispanics, 18.4 percent blacks and 1.1
white.

State law requires local school districts to offer
the failures remedial help to prepare them for the
June test

Less than 1 percent, or 1,597 people, failed the
reading portion; 1.7 percent, or 3,514 educators,
failed the writing portion, and less than 1 percent,
or 1,468, failed both parts, Kirby said.

Board member Mary Ellen Berlanga, Corpus
Christi, urged all possible assistance be offered the
failures, particulaly the more than 2,800 black
teachers. /

Member Jack Strong, Longview, asked the
Texas Education Agenncy to investigate the fail-
ing grades and find out where those teachers re-
ceived their teaching certificates. ‘‘We need to
take an intense look at the colleges where these
come from,”’ he said.

“We have asked our teachers to do more than
any other state has required. Texas teachers have
met the challenge and have passed their test with

outstanding success,’’ White said

“The teachers have done what we asked them to
do,” Kirby told reporters. ‘‘“People have got to
make teachers understand they support them. If
we don't, we're going to keep losing teachers.”’

Kirby said he could not make any estimate how
many of the 6,500 who failed would fail the second
test in June

Joining White and others in praising the results
was John Cole, president of the Texas Federation
of Teachers.

‘“‘We think that the teachers of Texas should be
congratulated on their A work on the TECAT test,”
Cole said.

““These tests underscore the fact that we have
just wasted s:orme $4.7 million of taxpayers’
money,”’ said Cha-'es Beard, president of the
Texas State Teachers Association, which opposed
the exams. “We do not know any more about
teacher competency in Texas than we did two
months or two years ago.”’

‘‘We’re elated but not surprised,’’ said Al Book-
man, associate communications director of the

Association of Texas Professional Educators. ‘‘It’s
a big hurdle for everyone. Now we need to sit down
with the 6,500 and see if we can help them out.”

‘“We're delighted,’’ said Sherry Fults, com-
munications director of the Texas Classroom
Teachers Association, which held workshops to
train teachers for the test. ‘‘We think teachers and
the teaching profession are finally vindicated.”

Kirby said the TEA was authorized by the Legisl-
ature to extend the teaching certificate of a
teacher who fails the tests, if the school board can
prove there is no replacement. ‘‘But the districts
will have to demonstrate an emergeny need in
order to get the waivers,’ Kirby told reporters.

Kirby told the state board on Feb. 8 that Texas
may be short about 15,000 teachers in September
because of the teacher tests and class defections.
He estimated as many as 5,000 teachers will leave
the profession for various reasons.

He told the board Thursday that a source of
teachers might be in the 300,000 teachers who once
were certified in Texas but have left the profession
and did not take the March test.
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Church of Battle Creek.

Davis in 1975.

grandchildren

minor accidents

service tomorrow hospltal

RIEHART, Gladys K. (Davis) - 3 p.m., First CORONADO Doris Eckroat,

Baptist Church, Battle Creek, Mich. COMMUNITY Pampa
. . Admissions Sandra Miller, Pampa
Obltlwrles Morris Brown, Laura Roberts,

McLean Pampa
Gladys Burger, Patricia Roland,

GLADYS K. (DAVIS) RIEHART Pampa Pampa

Services for Gladys K. (Davis) Riehart, 87, of
Battle Creek, Mich., a former Pampa resident,
will be at 3 p.m. Saturday at the First Baptist

Arrangements in Pampa are pending with Car
michael-Whatley Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Riehart died Wednesday.

She had been a resident of Pampa from 1927 to
1945, when she moved to Battle Creek, Mich. She
had been active in and a past state president of
Gold Star Mothers of World War II. She was a
member of the Battle Creek First Baptist Church,
where she was active Sunday School teacher and

Lavada Hunt, Pampa

Henry Kolb, Pampa

Mike Mendoza,
Pampa

Perry Moose, Pampa

T.V. Northcott, Lefors

Shannon Skinner and
infant, Pampa

Oren Simpson, Pampa

Paul Turner, Pampa

John Westfall, Pampa

organizer of the Leisure Club for senior citizens of
her church. She was preceded in death by two
sons, B. A. Davis Jr. in 1944 and Jerry Claude

Survivors include four daughters, Mrs. T. J.
(Ysleta) Watt, Bryan, Mrs. Cecil (Mildred) Col-
lum, Pampa, Mrs. D. K. (Margaret) Andrews,
New Haven, Mich., and Mrs. Jim (Grace) Ben-
nett, Battle Creek, Mich.; a son, Dr. Bill J. Davis,
Albuquerque, N.M.; a sister, Mrs. Basil Fruin,
Mason, Mich.; 25 grandchildren, 36 great-
grandchildren and two great-great-

Irma Shorter, Pampa )’Vel’ma Meador,
Rosella Upton, Pampa Pampa
Births SHAMROCK
Mr. and Mrs. Neal HOSPITAL
Shorter, Pampa, a boy Admissions
Dismissals Grace Knoll, Shamrock
Mitzie Blaylock, Darrell Foster,
Pampa McLean
Lance Burton, Pampa Roy Barker, McLean
Nell Clark, Pampa Dismissals
Christopher Driscoll, Frank Joslyn,
Pampa Wheeler

police report

ending at 7 a.m. today.

turning when unsafe.

fire report

The Pampa Police Department reported the
following traffic accidents for the 24-hour period

THURSDAY, May 8
A 1979 GMC pickup truck, driven by John Tho-
mas Winters, Route 1, Box 215, and a 1981 Chev
rolet, driven by Vastalee Hicks, 404 N. Nelson,
collided in the 1300 block of North Hobart. No
injuries were reported. Winters was cited for

An unknown vehicle collided with a 1978 Chev
rolet, driven by Renae Hughes, 609 Lowry, in the
parking lot of either Sirloin Stockade, Alco or
Wal-Mart. Noinjuries or citations were reported

W. Brown.

Prairie.

trolled burning

on Highway 2300

stock market

The Pampa Fire Department reported two fire
runs in the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
Thursday, May 8

7:16 p.m. Trash fire at 2600 W. Kentucky. Con-

Friday, May 9
4:42a.m. Grass fire eight miles south of Pampa

emergency numbers

s ecorrection
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The Pampa Police Department reported the
following incidents for the 24-hour period ending
at 7 a.m. today. ’

THURSDAY, May 8

Judy Joyce Whatley, 428 N. Zimmers, reported
assault with fists at the address.

A burglary was reported at the Lancer Club, 520

Attempted burglary was reported at the Tee
Room, 543 W. Brown.

Marilyn Searle, 628 Hazel, reported theft of a
validation tag from a license plate on a motor
vehicle in the 700 block of Hazel.

A burglary was reported at Mr. Muffler Dis-
count Center, 1300 N. Hobart; a window was
broken and a videocassette recorder and muf-
flers were taken.

An accidental shooting was reported at 1004

Margaret Bridges, 1021 S. Farley, reported
assault with hands "at the address.

A 14-year-old boy reported being given a conter-
feit bill in the 900 block of East Fisher.

Disorderly conduct was reported at Lil’ Speedy
Mart, 225 W. Brown; profanity was used.

Susan Mildred Campbell, 1208 E. Campbell, re-
ported criminal mischief at the address; a win-
dow was broken.

Arrests-City Jail
THURSDAY, May 8

Christian Lin Eagle, 17, 720 E. Browning, was
arrested at Randy's Food Store on a charge of
shoplifting. Eagle was released to his parents.

Shirley Lavonne Gray, 33, 801 E. Gordon, was
arrested at in the 200 block of Brown on a charge
of disorderly conduct

FRIDAY, May 9
William Carl Titus, age unknown, 928 S. Faulk-

Energas
SPS
Water

.. 665-5770 husband’s cooperation with police. Mrs. Williams
669-7432 paid for the tickets. The reported statement was
665-3881 based on testimony in a perjury trial.

It was incorrectly reported in Wednesday's
Pampa News that tickets against Carla Williams
had been dismissed as a result of her ex-

White claims plan working

AUSTIN (AP) — Downplaying
double-digit increases in state
agency spending the past two
months, Gov. Mark White re-
mains confident his budget-
cutting plans will trim the deficit

““This plan is working, and I

City briefs

think it will work,”’
Thursday.

The governor responded to re
ports from Comptroller Bob Bul-
lock which showed spending by
agencies during April was up
nearly 20 percent over their aver

White said

DEFENSIVE DRIVING Class
Saturday May 10. 669-1877, 665
1495. Adv

SEE 1980 Chevrolet 4 door Im
pala. 225 N. Sumner. Make offer
Adv.

TIRED OF paying flower shop

-prices! Let me do your silk
.arrangements for Mother's Day,
.‘Memorial Day or other occa-
‘«gions. 5 years experience. 665-
-.6117 or 669-3750. Adv.
.* 2 BEDROOM, 1% bath home
‘.and beauty shop with equipment,
-Jarge workshop, fenced back-
.*yard, large living room and kitch-
.en. $12,900. B06-669-3608. Adv.

D.A.V. AND Auxilary Meeting,
Friday, May 9 at 7 p.m., 515
-Brown St. Covered dish dinner,
Auxilary will furnish meat.
Everyone welcome.

JEANNIE BRIDGES formally
‘of Mr. K's is now located at
‘‘Sheer Elegance’’, 400 N. Cuyler
669-9579. Adv

AT JOY’S Unlimited we have
that special unique gift you're
Jooking for, for Mother's Day.
Selected items 20 percent off.
Free gift wrapping. 2137 N.
‘Hobart, 10-5:30. Adv.

SHOP CAROUSEL Fashions
for Mother’s Day Specials. 2133
N. Hobart. Adv.

LONG STEM rose to the first 12
mothers to come in on Saturday!
‘Mother’s Day Special 35 percent
off entire stock ladies sweaters,
Friday and Saturday. Farrar’s,
Pampa Mall. Adv.

MOTHER’S DAY 20 percent off
all Spring and Summer Fashions,
Carousel Fashions. 2133 N
Hobart. Adv

TRUCK LOAD Fabric Sale.
Sponsored by Top O Texas Re
publican Women's Club of Pam
pa. Saturday, May 10, 227 E.
Kingsmill, 9-6. New shipment of
jam and designer fabrics. Adv.

DANCE TO the music of BJ and
the Runaways, Saturday night.
Members and guests welcome.
Adv.

TWO BEGINNING computer
workshops are offered by
Clarendon College, Pampa Cen-
ter, May 20 and 22 through July 8
and 10, with Doug Rapstine
teaching. Enrollment is limited.
Adv.

PLACEMAT & napkin sale, 30
percent discount! Las Pampas
Galleries, Coronado Center. Adv.

SARAH'S MOTHER’S Day
Special. Buy 1 dress, get 2nd
dress ¥ price. May 5-10th. Coro-
nado Center. Adv.

DOLL COLLECTION. 1424 Wil-
liston. Adv.

NEW WALL flower pots, bird
baths, geese and ducks, for the
yard. 1815 Beech, 665-1083. Adv.

GARAGE SALE 609 Red Deer.
Saturday, Sunday, 8:30-5. Adv.

MOTHERS DAY Buffet 11:30
to 2:30 p.m., Sunday May 11,
menu is Stuffed Flounder, Tur-
key and Dressing, Roast Beef, 4
vegetables, variety of salads and
desserts. $7.45 per person. Club
Biarritz. Adv.

age for the first six months of the
budget year

White — who two menths ago
asked some 200 state agencies to
trim spending 13 percent by Aug.
31, 1987 — said it will take a little
time for his spending reduction
effort to show results.

“‘I think the overall savings
goal we've set is still on course.
We still feel we're going to
achieve those numbers,’’ he said.

The executive order was issued
after Bullock predicted that state
revenue would fall $1.3 billion be-
low the 1986-87 state budgets be-
cause of plunging oil prices and
oil tax revenue.

Oklahoma town
hit by tornado

EDMOND, Okla. (AP) — A sup-
pertime tornado bounced
through a neighborhood, injuring
12 people, destroying dozens of
homes, and leaving residents
amazed that no one was seriously
hurt.

‘“Idon’t know how we kept from
being killed, but we did,’’ said 74-
year-old Frances Forehand, who
suffered cuts and bruises when
the tornado tore through the
home of her granddaughter Vicki
Taylor on Thursday night. ‘It
looked like a big ball of fire went
through the house.”

Police spokesman Lt. Mike
Wooldridge, whose home was one
of those damaged in southwest-
ern Edmond, said 12 people were
treated at a hospital for minor in-
juries.

Fire Marshal Ron Williamson
said at least 35 homes were des-
troyed and at least 30 others dam-
aged.

Although there were no reports
of fatalities, Williamson said he
could not be certain that every-
one was accounted for.

Letors meeting

It cost the state $12 million to
administer the tests, he said, but
if an individual wants to know his
or her actual score, ‘‘you have to
send in another $15"’ to get a com-
puter print-out of the test scores.

The Iowa testing firm is really
making money from the tests, he
stated

In other matters last night, the
principals gave a report on
grades from the fifth six-weeks
period.

Crockett said 41 or 48 percent of
the 85 grade school students
made the honor roll listings, with
a few more making the all-A’s
list. Seventeen percent failed one
or more subjects, he said.

He said the grade school is now
in the process of administering
the Metropolitan testing for stu-
dents. Also, the first phase has
been completed for beginning the

Continued from Page one

Gifted and Talented program in
the next school year. Teachers
have begun to identify the stu-
dents who will be included in the
program.

Gee said 40 of 100 junior high
and high school students had
made one of the three honor rolls,
with four on the all-A’s list, 15 on
the B list and 21 on the honorable
mention roll. Twenty-five failed
one or more subject areas.

Ross said the district has re-
ceived notice from the Depart-
ment of Energy that approval has
been given for a grant for the
energy conservation project on
the high school building. He said
the district now can proceed with
the bids process.

Ross said he had provided a
brochure to school board mem-
bers regarding training as re-
quired by House Bill 72 for dis-

Town mourns slain

HAWKINS, Texas (AP) — Still
shocked and grieving, more than
800 Hawkins residents gathered
to mourn the death of one of the
city’s brightest young people.

Suzanne Denise Harrison, an
18-year-old Hawkins senior, had
been slain and two of her compan-
ions, Gena Turner and Bryan
Boone, are still missing.

Somber relatives, classmates
and friends filed quietly into
Hawkins High School Auditorium
Thursday afternoon to pay re-
spects to Miss Harrison, a young
woman whose bright smile left its
mark on all who knew her.

“Even those who didn't really
know Suzanne remembered her
as the smiling girl at the drug-
store or the smiling cheerleader
on crutches,” said the Rev. Bob
Layman, pastor of Hawkins First
Baptist Church. ‘“‘“They always
identified Suzanne by her smile.”’

As mourners held hands and
wept, Layman and the Rev. Dan

Man accidentally

wounded in side

A 35-year-old Pampa man
escaped serious injury Thursday
night when a gun accidentally
went off and shot him as he was
showing his wife how to load it.

Danny Ray Harris, 1004 Prairie
Drive, was treated and released
at the Coronado Community Hos-
pital’s emergency room for a
gunshot wound to his left side,
directly under the rib cage.

Harris told investigating Offic-
er Terry Cox he was showing De-
bbie Harris how to load a Raven
brand .25-caliber handgun when
the gun accidentally went off,
grazing the outer bicept on his
left arm and lodging just under
the skin under his left rib cage.

Olympics slated
for old and young

The race is not always to the
swift as children and elderly peo-
ple will prove Saturday as they
participate in the Junior-Senior
Olympics.

Residents of Pampa Nursing
Center and students at the Chil-
dren’s World Day Care Center
will compete in third annual
event, which opens at 2 p.m.
Saturday at Pampa Nursing
Center

Among the events slated for the
games are a wheelchair race, a
‘‘shot put’ and a 25-yard race.

Contest co-ordinator Velda Jo
Huddleston says the events give
the residents a chance to compete
with others and to get outside.

“They really feel like they're
accomplishing something,” she
said. ‘It gives them a feeling of
‘hey, look at me."”’

Nuzum of Big Sandy’s New Hope
Baptist Church recalled Miss
Harrison as a young woman who
led by Christian example, and in
doing so, touched the lives of
those around her.

Opening Miss Harrison’s Bible,
Layman read underlined verses
from Ephesians 4:31-32 that he
said typified her life: ‘‘Let all bit-
terness, and wrath, and anger,
and clamour, and evil speaking,
be put away from you, with all
malice: And be ye kind one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”

‘“As I read those verses,’’ Lay-
man said, ‘‘I knew how they had
been pressed upon her heart.”

Though Miss Harrison’s life en-
ded at a young age, ‘‘it was 18 full
and packed years,’’ he said. ‘‘She
was that kind of person. It was a
good one, the sermon this pre-
cious one preached. But it was a
short one. Now she has passed it
on to you to finish.”

Nuzum told those gathered to
take solace in the Scriptures and
look to the Lord for guidance in
times of tragedy.

WENDY McDOWELL

trict trustees. He said the state
requires 20 hours of training,
though no penalty has been set for
board members not getting the 20
hours.

A workshop for school board
members is being planned in
Amarillo, he noted.

In other business, the trustee.'

renominated Paul Belton as Dis-
trict 9 representative to the

Texas Association of School -

Boards, approved a cooperative
agreement with Region XVI Edu
cational Service Center for con-
tinuing services and approved
bills for payment.

The board also heard a report
by John Weisher of Houston con-
cerning the Ti-In instructional
satellite network on televised
classes for students, staff and
faculty.

teen

Comforting the bereaved,
Nuzum said, ‘‘He wouldn’t think
of taking her home until He had
readied her a place. And may |
say this to you, Mom and Dad,
don’t ever forget the memories
that you have (of Suzanne).”

Most importantly, Miss Harri-
son was prepared to meet her
Savior because of the exemplary
life she led, said Layman, who
baptized her.

“‘She’s with her Father, the one
she designed her life after,”’ he
said.

The victim’s mother, Mary
Ann Harrison, was overcome
with grief and wept openly with
others during the memorial ser-
vice.

The reactions of Miss Harri-
son’s fellow students were parti-
culary telling, with many weep-
ing at the loss of their friend.

Classes at Hawkins schools
were dismissed at 1 p.m. Thurs-
day so the students could attend
the service.

Several downtown businesses
were closed in mourning.

-

-

i

BOB PATMAN

Honor graduates named

at McLean High School

McLEAN — Wendy McDowell
is the valedictorian of the 1986
McLean High School senior class
and Bob Patman is salutatorian,
principal Pete Bateman
announced.

The daughter of Bob and Mary
McDowell, Wendy has been ac-
tive in basketball, track and ten-
nis. She has received 12 academic
awards in various classes. She is
the student council vice president
and is active in the Future Home-
makers of America. She is a
member of the Methodist Youth
Fellowship and the Methodist
Youth Choir. She plans to attend

Texas A & M. She graduates with
a 95.17 grade average.

Patman is the son of Edward
and Lisa Patman. His grade
averagewas93.12. He was named
honorable mention all-district
guard in football this year and
was active in basketball and
track. He received first place in
district University Interscholas-
tic League science competition
and third in poetry. He is the stu-
dent council president and was
the class president his junior
year. He plans to attend McMur-
ry College to major in pre-
optometry.

Weather

focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Fair through Saturday with
the highs in the lower 80s
Lows in the 50s. Southwesterly
winds at 10-20 mph. Pampa re-
ceived .03 inch of moisture in
the 24-hour period ending at 6
a.m. today.

REGIONAL FORECAST-
S North Texas — Scattered
thunderstorms tonight linger-
ing over the eastern sections
Saturday morning, but only a
slight chance of thunder-
storms elsewhere. Warm dur-
ing the days with highs in the
80s with lower 90s southwest.
Lows tonight in the 60s.

South Texas — Considerable
night and morning low clouds
and partly cloudy afternoons
through Saturday. Continued
warm, humid and breezy
Saturday. Highs in the 80s and
90s, near 100 Rio Grande
plains. Mild tonight with lows
in the upper 60s and 70s.

West Texas — Partly cloudy
southeast through tonight;
otherwise, sunny days and fair
through Saturday with widely
scattered thunderstorms.
Lows tonight mid 40s moun-
tains, far west and Panhandle
to near 60 southwestern val-
leys. Highs Saturday 80s far

Showers Ran Flurnes Snow

FRONTS

WarMm e Cold o

Occluded oo Stahonary g,

west, Panhandle and moun-
tains to near 100 Big Bend val-
leys.

EXTENDED FORECAST
Saturday through Monday

NORTH TEXAS: A chance
of thunderstorms. Continued
warm and humid. Lows in the
upper 60s to lower 70s. Highs in
the lower 80s to around 90.

SOUTH TEXAS: Mostly

cloudy, warm and humid. A
chance of thunderstorms
mainly northern and western
sections. Highs in the 80s north
and 90s south. Lows in the up-
per 60s to upper 70s.

WEST TEXAS: Widely scat-
tered afternoon and evening
thunderstorms Panhandle and
South Plains, otherwise most-
ly fair. Highs generally in the
x and 80s, lows in the 50s and

—
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Borger to vote on recall of councilmen, mayor

. BORGER, Texas (AP) Residents in this their attorneys, the alleged shutting down of a local

Panhandle city of 15,000 will return to the polls radio station’s news division, charges of incompe-
Saturday for a special recall election to decide the tence, a case being appealed to the Supreme Court
political future of three city council members be- not to mention the one million dollars the city
cause of a $1.5 lawsuit judgment against the city. stands to lose.

Voters could unseat the popular Mayor Frank The saga began on lonely road in Hutchinson
Selfridge, Mayor Pro-Tem Judy Flanders and County in August 1981. A team of area law enforce-
councilman Bill Slaybaugh. The three have been ment officers were in hot pursuit of a fugitive who
re-elected to the council a total of eight times in the was tracked to an area near the home of 6666
past Ranch Foreman James Grandstaff.

The special vote was brought ahoyt by three
long-time Borger women who feel the three council In the heat of the chase, officers accidentally
members have cost the taxpayers the city over a shot and killed Grandstaff when he appeared to
million dollars by mishandling an offer to settle a investigate. The family of Grandstaff took the city
controversial suit involving city police officers. of Borger to court and was awarded $1.4 million in

In the past two months, the town has not only damages from U.S. District Judge Mary Lou
witnessed an attempt to unseat three of five coun- Robinson in Amarillo.
cil members, but also a suit by the city against Currently, lawyers for the city of Borger and the

North River Insurance Co, which wrote the city’s sented the city for 13 years prior to that time,
$500,000 liability policy, have appealed the case to signed to receive the settlement offer on July 1,
the Supreme Court. 1983. Similar copies also show secretaries for
Wayne Sturdivant, a lawyer representing North
River Insurance Company of Amarillo, also re-
ceived copies.

After the trial, all was quiet until February 1986
when local news broke the news of a letter sent by
the Haynes Fullenweider of Houston, which repre-

sents the family of Grandstaff, offering to settle Rosalie Ussery, Mary Ward and Louise Payne,
with city for $499,950, $50 less than the city’s insur-  all long-time residents, decided to take matters
ance coverage at the time. into their own hands. The three fromed Citizens for

The offer had it been accepted could have saved Honest City Government and are dedicated to un-
the city $1 million plus. seating the three council members.

But city council members — including Selfridge, The group is bound by the belief that the council
Flanders and Slaybaugh — all deny ever hearing  members knew of the offer to settle but covered it
about the offer to settle. up.

Copies of registered mail receipts show that sec- Last February, the three women circulated a

retaries for the Gasaway, Gurley, Sheets and petition and suceeded in forcing the special elec-
Mitchell law firm of Borger, which had repre- tion.

$15 oil prices could lead to Texas recession, economist says

HOUSTON (AP)— Another voice has been added to the increasingly
insistent chorus that Texans will one day soon have to swallow their
pride and submit to an income tax.

“There will have to be a redistribution away from oil and gas,”’
Jared F. Hazleton, president of the Texas Research League, said
Thursday at a symposium his group sponsored on the state’s economic
uutlook

“There are only two real long-term options — a corporate and a
personal income tax,”’ he added. ‘It is clear to me that the tax system
Texas has had is going to have to change. It’s something we should
prepare for.”

Texas is one of only six states that have no corporate income tax,
and one of four with neither a corporate nor personal income tax.
Many legislators have insisted they will not even consider adopting
those taxes, but economists at the symposium said that attitude may
have to be discarded.

Hazleton said that if the price of oil stabilizes at $18 a barrel, Texas’

Official says MHMR layoffs unlikely

SAN ANGELO, Texas (AP) — mental health workers are
Predictions that the state will ‘“‘irresponsible’’ and unlikely to
have to lay off as many as 2,000 come true, a spokesman in Gov.

Off beat

Murray

The love of a boy’s mother

I think it’s safe to say that those who know me have no envy for the
job my mom faced in raising Dan. Looking back, she should’ve re-
ceived hazard pay

I was one of those kids who would commit the household crime of the
century then look like such an angel, but with a dog grin. To avoid
school, it wasn't beyond me to play sick and stick the thermometer to a
light bulb for fever proof, or call the school and try and fake mom's
voice saying I wouldn’t be in (after mom had already gone to work)

[ was one of those kids that didn't always care about yeses and nos,
who bucked authority enough times to make the calmest of parents
shudder. Sometimes I got a smart mouth

“How many times do I have to tell you, Danny Brett?’’ (That's me
when mom’s mad.)

‘Six. "

Or, “Don’t you understand English?”’

“‘Not fully. No."”

Then came high school, girls and cars

Let's see, three of my cars are now official, totalled, wrecked hunks
of metal (though none of the accidents were my fault). I got three
speeding tickets within four months of getting my drivers license,
once with the cruise control set on 95

I remember calling mom after I totalled my Toyota in the weirdest
hit and run in the history of Dallas freeways. I hit this guy's car and he
ran. [ blacked out for a bit, and came to in what used to be a Toyota. It
was the city, at 6a.m., sono one had stopped to help, and the first thing
I could think to do after pushing my car to the shoulder was calt mom
and the police. In that order

“Mom.”

“Dan."”

“I wrecked my car. My head hurts. Come and get me."”’

‘What!?"

Of course, mom was on the road in five minutes. Mom called the
insurance company. Mom drove me to work until the insurance money
came, and then she took me car shopping. Mom was always good
about getting me places, since third grade and Pop Warner football.

Teenagers seem to discover girls, beer and cars about simul-
taneously. I did. Idon’t have to tell any of you parents what a headache
that is, and I'm not talking hangovers. I'm talking Dan coming in at 4
a.m. when he never even said he was leaving

Then came college

“Mom."”

“Dan."’

“I'm broke, my car's broke, the payments on it are two months late
and I need tuition money.”’

“‘Danny Brett."”

Finally there's Dan in the Real World, which eases mom's worries
some, but not enough so she can ever truly relax. She likes it when I
have a job.

I'm a bit of a Linkhorn, and prone to doing things like taking off to
Mexico for 10 days when only four were planned, and not calling.
Flying to New Orleans at 1 a.m. on a Saturday night. And not calling.

In short, I'm not a perfect son, but my mother doesn’t give a dime
about that. I'm her first, born when she was 17 and a preacher’s
daughter in Pampa, and if you ask her about me, she won't tell you the
things I just have. She’ll tell you the good things I've done. How proud
she is. How she loves me.

I'll tell you the same things about mom, but I can never tell her often
enough

. Along with my other faults (not counting the adulterer and glue

sniffer charges we’ve discussed on other ocassions in this space) I'm
very bad about not calling home much and not writing letters. Which
may or may not be strange for a writer, but is in any case fact.

So I never talk to mom often enough, and it’s very strange going
months, and even years without seeing your mother. But every time
you do, it's like being born again.

I have partially solved the communication problem, though. I got
mom a mail subscription to our paper.

So this column has at least one fan, and it’s the only one it needs.
That’s you mom. Happy day. I love you.

Murray is a staff writer for The Pampa News. Views expressed in
the Off Beat columns are the individuals’ and not necessarily those of
this newspaper.

economy won't be too disastrous, but the state could face a recession if Hazleton said the lower value of the dollar is supposed to promote

the price continues at or under $15.

exports, but it hasn’t. Yet he remains confident exports will pick up

He said he expects the price of oil to peak at $18 by the end of the year and stengthen the dollar.

and remain stagnant for two years.

“If you assume oil prices stabilize at $18 a barrel, you get not
disaster in Texas, but a fairly moderate growth. If you assume $15 a
barrel you get a real problem with the Texas economy continuing for a
couple of years,’' he said. ‘‘If you assume prices lower than $15 you will

see a very significant recession.”’

He said many thought Texas was growing as a diversified state
during the early 1980s when it actually was just becoming more depen-
dent on oil.

Growth and income for the state was at its height at 14 percent
during 1982. In the third quarter of 1984, the rate was 12 percent and
has declined since then to less than 4 percent, he said.

The Texas Research League is a non-profit group funded by corpo

Texas is in for a period of sluggish growth, both in its economy and rate contributions.

population, Hazleton said. And along with the stunted growth, the
state is being affected by inflation, interest rates and the falling value

of the dollar.

‘“This year, inflation is going to be as low as 1 percent’’ because the

buying factors are not as strong as they used to be during the height of :

the oil boom, he said

Mark White's office says.

Texas Public Employees Asso-
ciation Executive Director Gary
Hughes said Wednesday he had
information indicating commun-
ity placement of clients in state
institutions for the mentally ill

@and retarded would force layoffs
of between 1,040 and 2,000 state
employees by Sept. 1.

But Hershel Meriwether,
associate deputy for programs in
the governor's office, told the San
Angelo Standard-Times Thurs-
day that Hughes' information is
wrong.

‘“It is irresponsible of Mr.
Hughes to be alarming state em-
ployees unnecessarily, especial-
ly when these employees are
working so hard to serve clients,”’
he said.

“‘I think Mr. Hughes, if he
thinks about it, will understand
that the state is trying to do ev-
erything we can to see that state
employees are not affected
adversely,’”’ Meriwether said.

Community placement is re-
quired by U.S. District Judge
Barefoot Sanders’ order that all
state schools reduce their popula-
tions and place clients in ‘‘the
least restrictive environment.’’

Hughes said budget cuts by the
Texas Department of Mental
Health and Mental Retardation
resulting from community place-
ments would be about $1 million
for the Kerrville State Hospital

Grand jury again
refuses to indict
ex-airport chief

DALLAS (AP) — A second
grand jury has declined to indict
the former Dallas-Fort Worth In-
ternational Airport executive
director on charges of accepting
a gift from a contractor doing
business at the airport.

Ernest Dean was the highest-
ranking official implicated in an
eight-month investigation into
contract irregularities and offi-
cial misconduct at the airport

‘“The grand jury found insuffi-
cient evidence for the case to go
totrial,’’ Assistant District Attor-
ney Hugh Lucas said Thursday.
““I presume that unless some-
thing additional comes up, that
this would be the end of the Dean
matter.”’

Dallas police obtained a Class
A misdemeanor arrest warrant
April 25 that charged Dean with
receiving $5,642 worth of free sur-
veying work from Carter &
Burgess Inc. of Fort Worth.

A prosecution report stated
that the engineering firm pro-
vided the work in 1984 on property
Dean owned in the Grapevine In-
dustrial Park adjacent to the air-
port.

Carter & Burgess was awarded
at least eight contracts at the air-
port from 1978 to 1984, totaling
$6.4 million.

Dean, who resigned under
pressure in July, said after the
jurors declined to indict him that
he feels he has been exonerated.

‘I thought that's the way it
would go, but you can never be
sure,’”’ he said. ‘““It’s been a long
time and it's been very trauma-
tic. I'm just tired of seeing my
name in the paper.”’

Police officials’ filing of
charges in Dean’s case marked a
departure from previous proce-
dure in an investigation of con-
tract irregularities. The probe
officially ended last week.

- Early retirement
and about $1.6 million for the San .
Angelo State School. seminar.

Hughes, who has been an out-
spoken critic of White and has led
opposition to his re-election, said
that because the governor
appointed the members of the

MHMR board, he is responsible Leaving the company with a fat check from your

for the acceleration of commun- retirement plan? Should you pay taxes now or later?
ity placements. Come to our free seminar, and we can help

About 700 clients have been explore your options and answer your questions.
placed in community settings in
the past seven months. Date: May 15

; o Time: 7:30 p.m.
. But Meriwether said there Place: Lovett Memorial Library
has been no direct intervention

by Gov. White on this matter with Speaker: Tom Byrd

respect to encouraging or dis- For reservations call: 665-7137
couraging this particular set of

circumstances."”
He added that ‘‘we are not talk-

ing about layoffs at all. We're ' ' Edward D. Jones & Co.’

talking about a reduction in force v Vorlk ——— .
that would occur as a result of Mamber Securities Investor Protection Corporation 4

attrition.

Bring your favorite MOM
to the Pampa Malll, on

SATURDAY, MAY 10

ond we'll treat her to o
FREE ROSE*...

Show #our Mom you know best!

Throughout the year, it's mom who shops, and the
Pampa Mall is where she goes! So, prove that mom
brought up bright children who learned their
lessons welll Shop and Save, too, at Pampa Mall
for the best Mothers Day gift selections.

ROSES AVAILABLE AT THESE PARTICIPATING
MERCHANTS...

American Medical Kinney Shoes

Beall's Dept. Store Mawurices

Farrar's JC Penneys

Games People Pla Regis Hairstyling
General Nutrition Center Rheams Diamond Shop
Gordons Jewelers Scotty’s Wine & Cheese
Harris Sporting Goods Stuarts

Hawkins TV & Video T-Shirt Plus

The Hollywood SO

Hollywood Shoes Waldenbooks

Julies Halimark World of Travel

K-Mart Zoles

*Roses will be limited to the first SO0 Mothers

Pampa Mall
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Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to
our readers so that they can better promote and preserve their
own freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only
when man understands freedom and is free to control himself
and all he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a
political grant from government, and that men have the right
to take moral action to preserve their life and property for
themselves and others

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment.

Louise Fletcher
Publisher

Wally Simmons
Managing Editor

OINTS

Stephen Chapman

We shouldn’t bar ideas

Opinion

Sticks might work
better than carrots

Relations between the United States and Ethiopia
have deteriorated even further than most Americans
realize. In the best long-term interest of both coun-
tries, they ought to deteriorate some more.

According to The Washington Post, the CIA has been
providing propaganda materials and other non-
military assistance to anti-communist dissidents in
Ethiopia since 1981.

The country’s Marxist government responded two
years ago by abducting a CIA officer, subjecting him
to various tortures, including Russian roulette, and
releasing him only after intervention by U.S. ambas-
sador at large Vernon Walters, now this country’s
chief delegate to the United Nations.

Ironically, the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment has been sending Ethiopia massive food
shipments during the same period. Despite Ethiopia’s
increasingly repressive rule, Washington judged the
goal of rescuing millions from famine was more im-
portant than(fo itical disagreements.

But AID administrator Peter McPherson now be-
lieve conditions have changed. Reports from his inves-
tigators have convinced him the Ethiopian govern-
mentis using U.S. relief shigments to force villagers to
move from rebellious northern provinces to disease-
ridden areas in the south. The regime’s deliberately
brutal treatment of these people is now probably caus-
ing more deaths than famine. So McPherson is con-
sidering an end to the shipments.

The state Department is also taking a harder line.
Last fall an official announced the department had
made several efforts to improve relations, but the
Ethiopian leadership failed to respond.

The House Africa subcommittee unanimously sup-
ports a bill promoted by Rep. Toby Roth, R-Wisc., and
Rep. Stephen Solarz, D-N.Y ., that would formally clas-
sify Ethiopia as ‘‘a communist country’’ and thus
cause it to lose favorable trade terms with the United
States. It could also be the first step toward a trade
embargo. After several million dollars worth of car-
rots, it's time to try a few sticks.
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“You're as sound as a — er — Swiss franc.”’
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The First Amendment’s guarantees for free
speech and free press rest on the belief that bad
ideas, like good ideas, must be free to contend
for the allegiance of the people. It is not the task
of the government to decide which is which,
much less to suppress the former and encourage
the latter. If dangerous doctrines are preached,
said Thomas Jefferson, they should be tolerated
‘‘as monuments of the safety with which error of
opinion may be tolerated where reason is left
free to combat it.”’

That is the only approach befitting a free peo-
ple. But even in this country, there is a constant
war with those who regard offensive ideas as the
moral equivalent of disease from which Amer-
icans must be protected. That idea is at the
heart of a dispute now before the Supreme
Court.

Federal law requires agents of foreign gov-
ernments to provide the attorney general with
copies of any ‘‘political propaganda’’ dissemi-
nated by those governments. In distributing it,
they must attach a statement identifying the
sponsoring government and indicating that its
registration with the Justice Department ‘‘does
not indicate approval of the contents of this
material by the United States government.”’

In 1982, the Justice Department identified as
‘“political propaganda’’ three films submitted
by the National Film Board of Canada, twodeal-
ing with acid rain and one with nuclear war.

3arry Keene, a California lawyer, then sued,
arguing that the government had officially ‘‘de-
nigrated’’ the films and thus unconstitutionally
discouraged him from showing them.

A district court ruled in Keene’s favor,
agreeing that the term “‘political propaganda’’
was ‘‘designed to express the suspicion with
which Congress regarded the material”’ and
thus to ‘““place a whole category of materials
beyond the pale of legitimate discourse.”

It isn’t clear that the Supreme Court will
agree. The case hinges on the tedious question of
whether the term ‘‘propaganda’ is pejorative.
In everyday usage, it is. But as defined in this
law, which follows some dictionary definitions,
it is a synonym for advocacy.

And the required statement, which is inserted
at the beginning of films, avoids the term entire-
ly, in favor of more neutral language. The typic-
al viewer would never know that the Justice
Department has classified the film as prop-
aganda. The Court may decide that the term has
no necessary negative connotations, or that its
use doesn’t deter exhibition or both.

The law’s defect, however, goes deeper than
this particular term. What should be at issue
here is not whether the government may afix a
disparaging label to imported books or films,
but whether it may require identification before
they may be distributed to Americans.

The point of the identification, after all, is to

put the audience on its guard, by suggesting that
there is something dangerous about the mate-
rial. This is merely an oblique way of doing what
the Court has said and government may not do:
‘“‘prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics,
nationalism, religion or other matters of
opinion.”’

It’s hard to imagine that the Court would up-
hold a law requiring, with no clear and legiti-
mate purpose, that domestic books or films
dealing with political topics carry a label pro-
viding infomation about their source. The only
likely purpose of such a law would be to inhibit
free expression.

Political propaganda, by whatever name, is

in the eye of the beholder. What looks impartial
and non-political to one citizen may look just the
opposite to another. The law invites abuse. No
administration can be trusted to classify mate-
rial even-handedly, unswayed by its own politic-
al views.

The government should have no right to shut
out materials advocating disfavored ideas, or to
erect barriers to their dissemination once those
material are admitted. This law presumes that
America can’t be trusted to hear and consider
imported ideas. But a system of free expression,
in which ideas of all sorts are exposed to relent-
less examination and debate, is all the protec-
tion Americans need.

(C) 1986 BY THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

e THANKS  MA. PRESIDENTT,

BUTL TUNKITIL BF EASIER g

IFT HANDLE THIS FTHICS
THING MYSELF!

Distributed by King Features Syndicate

A woman psychic in Philadelphia sued Tem-
ple University Hospital in March, claiming she
underwent a CAT scan that robbed her of her
psychic powers.

So she sued.

And the jury awarded her $988,000.

President Reagan has proposed limits on
liability insurance.

It has become too easy for most juries to
award astronomical amounts of money to most
any plaintiff, assuming that ‘‘the big corpora-
tion can afford it’’ or ‘‘the big insurance com-
pany will pay it.”’

But corporations pass these enormous losses
on to the customers, and insurance companies
pass them along to policy holders in the form of
increased premiums.

The insurance industry has suffered $25 bil-

Paul Harvey

lion in such losses, rendering them completely
unable to provide some kinds of insurance.

The average medical malpractice award,; ab-
out $1 million, is five times what it was 10 years
ago.

And the number of federal product-liability
suits — somebody claiming a mechanical mal-
function or bug do-do in the oatmeal — has in-
creased 758 percent!

Chief Justice Warren Burger says our justice
system has been so misused that lawyers who
should be ‘‘healers’’ have become ‘‘hired guns.”’

And even in criminal justice, a “life sent-
ence’’ almost never means ‘‘life’’ anymore.

According to Burger’s office, more than half
of all convicted murderers sentenced to “life”’
are out of prison and back on the street within
seven years. Eighteen percent of those sent-
enced to ‘“‘life’’ are out again within less than

Courts upset balances

three years!

Even 50 percent of all rapists serve less than
four years, robbers less than three, arsonists
and burglars less than two.

Heavy penalties in civil cases and light penal-
ties in criminal cases have, as an unwritten for-
mula, tended to establish and perpetuate itself.

Thus, the courts have upset the checks and
balances planned by the authors of our Constitu-
tion's separation of powers.

They have become the most coercive and the
least accountable of all branches of gov-
ernment; many recent judgments have been so
ludicrous that ‘‘jurisprudence’’ has become
laughable.

And in a government of laws, the greatest
problem is keeping from being laughed at.
(c) 1986, Los Angeles Times Syndicate

Can’t conservatives enjoy victory?

By William A. Rusher

The dinner in honor of the Heritage
Foundation, held in Washington late
last month, was one of those trium-
phal occasions we conservatives are
getting pretty good at staging.

Easily 2,000 people crowded into
the Shoreham’s ballroom to see and
be seen, indulge in the usual political
table-hopping and hear President
Reagan warn that Nicaragua’s Sandi-
nista regime is threatening to become
“a Libya on our doorstep.”

Almost everybody who is anybody
in the conservative movement was
there. Over there, beaming like an el-
derly pixie, was Russell Kirk, whose
book “The Conservative Mind” was
one of the foundation stones of the

movement a third of a century ago. A
few tables away was Paul Weyrich,
who two decades later br t his

keen political intelligence to task
of translating Kirk's principles into
votes in Congress.
Indeed, most of those present had
mﬂd their lives into the task of
nging the movement to its current

high estate. And presiding over the oc-
casion from the dais were the men
who had most cause to celebrate the
$37 million dollars the Heritage
Foundation has raised since it ob-
served its 10th anniversary in 1983:
its board Chairman Shelby Cullom
Davis, its tireless President Ed
Feulner and Joe Coors, the Colorado
beer magnate who had the foresight
to back Heritage financially long be-
fore those $37 million were raised.

A “think tank” such as the Heritage
Foundation is absolutely indispens-
able to a presidential administration
which, like Ronald Reagan’s, has a se-
rious agenda of things it pro to
accomplish. That agenda is what Her-
itage has so largely managed to flesh
out for the Rea administration,
and why that glittering party was
held in its honor at the m.

And yet every triumph inevitably
involves certain reservations. As it
happens, there came into my hands
just the other day a copy of the spring
1986 issue of the “Intercollegiate Re-
view,” a conservative quarterly. The
first half-dozen essays in the maga-

zine constitute a “Symposium”™ on
what’s wrong, these days, with the
conservative movement.

Well, gosh, I thought things were
going pretty well' And yet the mem-
bers of the symposium are all
thoughtful conservatives (one of
them, in fact, was Russell Kirk),
whose doubts and reservations must
be taken seriously. There are, of
course, people who just can’t stand
success — born nay-sayers (Madame
Lenin reputedly was one) who will op-
pose whatever group is in power, even
though they worked a lifetime to put
it there. But that doesn’t seem to be
the mood of “Intercollegiate Re-
view's” essayists.

Rather, they have two basic com-
plaints. One has to do with what they
regard as the dubious types that have
joined the conservative movement in
recent years: t::e so-called neo-conK -
servatives (typified by Irvi ristol,
Norman Pod and "‘Eommen
tary” magazine) and the New t

i.e., the vﬂpopulht activists
sudnrd iguerie, Howard Phillips
and Terry Dolan of NCPAC). The con-

servatives in “Intercoliegiate Re-
view’s” symposium are purists. They
suspect the neo-conservatives of not
being quite enthusiastic enough about
untrammeled free enterprise. And
they feel equally uneasy over the New
Right's readiness to make populist
noises about big corporations, etc.

_Second,  the “Intercollegiate Re-
view’s” purists are slightly contemp-
tuous of what they evidently perceive
as the office-grubbing mood that has
come over a good many conservatives
inside Washington's famous Beltway.
(“You got your job; now help me get
mine.")

I am glad I was at the Heritage din-
ner. I am with them heart soul,
and | see nothing wrong with rejoic-
ing, now that conservatism's years in
the desert are over. Nor do I fear the
New Right or the neo-conservatives,
or regret the number of conservatives
now in public office. But I am ”
too, that “Intercollegiate Review”

blished its symposium. It never

urts to be reminded that principles
are what really count,
© 1986, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.
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AT BUDDHIST TEMPLE —Prince and Princess of Wales
stand barefoot in the tatami (straw)-mat room as they listen
to explanation from Chief Priest Takuado Ishikawa at
Shisendo, a temple belonging to the Zen sect of Buddhism,
in Kyota, western Japan, Friday. Prince Charles and Prin-

cess Diana are spending a da
Japanese capital. (AP Laserp

House budget committee

ﬁ, sightseeing in the ancient

oto)

approves spending plan

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
House Budget Committee
approved a fiscal 1987 budget that
endorses a tax increase but, un-
like the Senate, puts most of that
money toward deficit cutting in-
stead of Pentagohrough a $994.2
billion spending plan over Repub-
lican complaints that it would
cripple the military and that
Democrats would spend any new
tax dollars.

Only a single Republican, Rep.
Vin Weber of Minnesota, joined
Democrats in the 21-11 final vote
to send the package to the floor.

Full House action could come
next week.

The budget, proposed by com-
mittee Chairman William H.
Gray III, D-Pa., would increase
taxes by $7.3 billion over Presi-
dent Reagan’s budget plan — the
same increase passed by the Sen-
ate last week.

But while the Senate’s biparti-
san plan boosted military spend-
ing to cover inflation, the House
plan would freeze the military
buildup.

The deficit in the House plan
would be $137 billion, $7 billion be-
low the statutory limit which the
Senate’s budget just met.

Republicans said they couldn’t
go along with the military cuts or
new taxes.

‘““The Defense Department
can’t live with that budget,’’ said
Rep. Delbert L. Latta of Ohio,
senior Republican on the com-
mittee. Latta proposed more cuts
in domestic programs to bring
military spending up to the Sen-
ate’s level, but was defeated as
Democrats muscléd their plan
through.

Democrats also defeated a Re-
publican amendment to elimin-
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ate the tax boost.

The committee plan would cut
military budget authority next
year to $285 billion, $1.8 billion be-
low this year’s level. The plan
would hold $3 billion of that aside
until Pentagon audits show how
past years’ increases were spent.

The Senate approved a $301 bil-
lion budget for the military, while
President Reagan requested $320
billion. Budget authority includes
some money actually spent over
several years, so actual cash
spending totals differ.

The Democratic plan spreads
out domestic spending cuts, with
many government agencies fac-
ing an across-the-board 2.5 per-
cent cut. Selected programs
would be increased, mostly those
for children, education and
medical care for the poor.

The $4 billion program of re-
venue-sharing with local govern-
ments would be eliminated, as it
would in the Senate plan.

Highway programs would be
cut 5 percent and mass transit cut
10 percent.

Amtrak, however, would have
its budget slightly increased.

The House proposal would give
military and civilian government
workers a 3 percent raise.
However, Social Security reci-
pients and federal retirees would
get only a 2 percent cost-of-living
boost. The Senate approved 2 per-
cent for all except the uniformed
military, who would get 3 per-
cent.

One of the few amendments
approved Thursday set aside $250
million to hold down the deduct-
able for Medicare recipients,
which is expected to rise from
$492 this year to $572 next year.

(4

In income tax debate, focus is on IRAs

WASHINGTON (AP) — Individual Retirement Accounts, that new-
found but widely used tax shelter for middle America, are becoming
the focus of Senate debate on a plan for overhauling the income-tax
system.

A full month before Senate floor action on the bill is likely, two
Republican members have introduced a resolution that would put the
lawmakers on record in favor of keeping fully deductible IRAs for
everybody who can afford them.

It is no secret that President Reagan and Treasury Department
officials are concerned about a provision in the overhaul bill that
would allow the full IRA tax break only for workers who are not
eligible for company pension plans.

Reagan telephoned Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., chief author of the
bill, on Thursday to congratulate him on the effort and said he is
generally satisfied with the plan, White House spokesman Larry
Speakes told reporters. Packwood chairs the Senate Finance Com-
mittee.

However, Speakes declined to say whether Reagan supports the
anti-IRA part of the bill or another sensitive provision, which would
repeal the preferential tax treatment of individual capital gains.

Reagan’s own tax-overhaul plan would retain a fully deductible
$2,000-a-year IRA for all workers and allow the same set-aside for
spouses who earn no wages. Non-working spouses now are limited to a
tax-deferred contribution of $250 a year.

And rather than repealing the tax break for capital gains, the presi-
dent proposed to expand it so that inflation-caused increases in the
value of stocks and other assets would not be taxed.

Data-tracking problem
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Senate Democratic Whip Alan Cranston of California attacked the
Finance Committee bill Thursday on both issues and several others as
well, as did Sen. John Melcher, D-Mont. Their complaints and the
effort by Sens. Bill Roth, R-Del., and Alfonse D'Amato, R-N.Y., to”
keep fully deductible IRAs marked a departure from what has been_

strong congressional support for the bill since it was approved by the

committee on Wednesday.

“IRAs are absolutely essential for working middle-income fami-
lies,”” D’Amato told colleagues. ‘‘They have made it possible for fami*
lies of modest means to plan for the future.” i

“IRAs are just beginning to accomplish their goals,”” Roth said,
‘“They have only been in place effectively since 1982. But worse than
the absurdity of repealing a provision so early is the signal it sends to
middle-class savers.

“If we were to implement savings incentives in the future,” Roth
said, ‘‘who would believe us?”’

IRAs for all workers, including those eligible for company pension
plans, were enacted as part of Reagan’s tax cut in 1981, to help take
pressure off the Sccial Security system and to increase incentives for
saving. The investment industry estimates about 28.5 million families
have IRAs, including about 20 million who are covered by employer-
paid pensions.

Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., plans to begin Senate floor
action on the tax bill in early June. He told reporters Thursday that
*“it’s got so much zip right now we won’t be able to hold it up too long.”’
The proposal is so popular, he added, that it could sail through the
Senate in two weeks.
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surfaces at dump sites

YAKIMA, Wash. (AP) — Poor
record-keeping in geological stu-
diés has led to research being
stopped at proposed sites for the
nation’s first high-level nuclear
waste repository in Washington
state and Nevada, spokesmen
say.

The U.S. Department of Ener-
gy stop work orders are not ex-
pected to affect recommenda-
tions due later this month that the
sites be studied further for suita-
bility as the nation’s first high-
level nuclear waste dump,
spokeswoman Ginger King said
Thursday.

‘“A recent quality assurance
survey showed that some of the
documentation needed to be im-
proved’’ at waste isolation pro-
jects on the Hanford nuclear re-
servation and Yucca Mountain in
Nevada, Ms. King said.

‘““The documentation wasn’t in
the best order, so we said, ‘Go
back and get it in order,””’ she
said in a telephone interview
from Washington, D.C.

Some work on the Basalt Waste
Isolation Project at Hanford,
near Richland, Wash., will be
‘‘redirected’’ while record-
keeping and management con-
trols are tightened, Barry
Moravek, a spokesman for Han-
ford Rockwell Operations, said
Thursday.

Hanford Rockwell, a division of
Rockwell International that is
prime contractor on the BWIP
project, is expected to announce
Monday its plans for improving
record-keeping and what re-
search will be stopped pending
quality assurance reviews,
Moravek said.

A similar work stoppage is in
effect at the Yucca Mountain site
in Nevada, 100 miles northwest of
Las Vegas.

A third site in Deaf Smith Coun-
ty in the Texas Panhandle also is
expected to be recommended for
additional study.

Preliminary research at both
the Hanford and Yucca Mountain

sites has been going on for nearly
10 years. Should they be nomin-
ated, as much as $1 billion would
be spent at each site on five-year
‘‘characterization’’ work.

Congress has mandated that
the Energy Department recom-
mend a site for the first reposi-
tory by 1990 and have that site
operational by 1998.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission must issue a license be-
fore the dump begins accepting
nuclear waste.

Should Hanford be selected as a
finalist, the department wants
the basalt program to be ready
for NRC licensing requirements,
said Energy Department spokes-
man Mike Talbot in Richland.

‘“We didn’t feel that enough
progress was being made toward
developing procedures for docu-
mentation, training, or manage-
ment controls, to me<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>