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N I'.I' STORY: Now it ;“lif “Humph. Does Escobar think| “In that case, yes. But the hos-
estea’s Cailfornia | 507" {pital doctors think it may be

Peninsula, Allan drives off three “Ah, no! That would not look | something more than that, Sun Su.
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magazine, asks no ques-
tions but wonders why attnckers
ealled Escobar “traitor.” Allan

to Inn of One Thousand

lights, gives secret code word

o Sun Su, Chinese owner. “So
‘ou are Numb Two!l” lai

¥ ae Chinese.
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STRANGE MADNESS
CHAPTER 1V

6 A H, yes, Number One,” mur-
mured Allan. “More com-

monly known to his friends as

Harry Bishop. Let's get down to
brass tacks, Senor Sun, while we
have this moment alone, I'm anx-
ious to get on the job, you know.
What can you tell me about Num-
ber One?”

“He came here one day, as you
have done this afternoon. He was
in search of two friends of his, a
Dr. John Sargent and the doctor’s
daughter, a Miss Kay Sargent.
They bad disappeared, and people

more inclined to think it was a
voluntary disappearance, that Dr,
Sargent had some private affair of
his own to pursue in secret.”
“Baloney!” muttered Allan
Steele. “That's the regular police
excuse when they are stumped, or
do not wish to put themselves to
a lot of trouble, I've the best of
reasons for knowing Dr. Sargent
wouldn’t stage a ‘voluntary disap-
pearance’ right now.” Allan

frowned, tapped the desk irritably | {hey're right, Sun Su, it means l

with his fingertips, scrutinized the
placid yellow face of the Chinese. |
“I'll tell you something, Sun Su— |
something confidential,” he said
abruptly. “Dr. Sargent was not on
| vacation; he was down here on an
important mission for the United |
EStates Government, It is they who
| are troubled by his disappearance,
| but they do not wish to advertise
| their interest oo broadly.”

| I !

possibly, of a hypodermic needle.”
- Ll L

JEJOLA! A hypodermic needle!*

“They think some virulent
peison may have been injected
that worked directly on his brain.
If that should be so, the effect may
wear off in time, or he may be
permanently mad. They do not try
to say which, for they cannot de-
termine the nature of the puison,!
or drug, if that's what it was. If

there's been a dirty bit of foul
play somewhere.” The Chinese
nodded and uttered a sibilant hiss

of surprise. “That how it :trikcs;

you?" |

“Yes, senor. It svunds as if |

Number One must have found out
something that somebody did not
wish known. So somebody took
him and put him somewhere and

|did not let him go till they were

sure he could not give away their

in the States were uneasy about HE proprietor’s eyebrows rose secret. Then they carried him far
them. Senor Bishop was an agree- : and fell. from here and turned him loose so |
ble young man—" | *“So!" he nodded. “That helps it would look as if h("hfld just got
“Excuse me. The news we had me understand, Senor—?" los@ and met his misfortune by |
of the Sargents was very sketchy.| “Steele. Allan Steele.” accident and ‘exposur‘o." > = - B \ plet |50 o
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coast, so while Dr. Sargent was | Bishop.” thcrough  investigation by  the
“He was wandering by the|action by your government.” - AND [F 1 HADNT TOLD L R )

i

really at Ensenada for a rest, he “Found him! Where, senor?" Mexican authorities, prodded into

! mﬁ'?oimﬁt:r?\f;m:’:&ac;:: northern edge of the Grand Desert,| “Okay, Sun Su. You figure it HE'D BE “INITIATED”, T WOULDNT | Hivm ! Ir AppEARS)

' imens his daughter | POrth of here. Apparently he had | just about as we did. Now the HAVE HAPPENED , MR. RUNKLE | / TO HAVE BEEN
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men, The party was last seen at
Alamo. Somewhere between Ala-
mo and San Saba, they— van-

thirst when a couple of Yuma In-
dians saw him and took him to

| point of death from hunger and “Senor Bishop could tell you

nothing, senor?”
For the second time, Allan hesi-

their cabin. A few days later, they tated, his nervous fingers drum-

ished.” " : | mi g " % 2
turned him over to the nearest ! ming the desk. By instinet and
“People can’t just vanish like| s orican  consul. The consul | training he was close-mouthed and
mt;'esém f;-.::::lﬂis;: “’;":"{::ndemiﬂ(‘d him by marks on his|cautious, yet he understood it is
ey ua clothing and sent him—where he | sometimes necessary to tell some- |
, the way of clews?” ibelonxed—to us. I saw him just thing of the truth in order to learn |
“Nada. Nothing, senor. I am |a few days ago in a base hospital more. His thoughts went back to
sure of that, for I have it on the | in California.” | the picture of a gaunt, sunburned
il word of their commander, Colonel | “Extraordinary! He came out of figure tossing restlessly in a hos-
‘ . Escobar, who is a frequent visitor | the Grand Desert, you say? He  pital bed; his friend Harry Bishop, o 4
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"THIS swing to the right on land policy in Me: is particularly |

significant at this time when contrasted with the land policy which
the United States territorial government of Puerto Rico is attempting
to maintain under the administration of Gov. Rexford Guy Tugwell.
[t is almost the reverse of the tendency now report Mexico,
and if it shows anything, it is that the United States ha yet learned
what Mexico found out about sharing the wealth in the hot countries.

Puerto Rico has had a so-called 500-acre land law on its books since
1900. prohibiting any corporation from heolding more than 500 acres
of land. The idea was to break un the big Spanish estates and pro-
mote small farming on the Amer®™n plan. The law was never en-
forced. but in the spring of 1941 a new land authority éct was put
through the Puerto Rican congress, more stringent than the old law
in that it prohibited ownership of more than 500 acres by both cor-
porations and parinerships.

Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes sent Tugwell down to the island
to hold hearings on how the law should be enforced. “As a result of
those hearings, provision was made for payment in land authority l

bonds. Based on an anticipated treasury surplus, an appropriation
of $7 million was made which was to be a 25 per cent cash collateral
o for a $28 million issue of bonds to pay for Jand taken from the big
5 estates and given to the Puerto Ricans. Tugwell has estimated the
total cost of the program will be $175 million. '
B. MacArthur reads Pressure on two big sugar centrals has been mﬁdﬁh [ them
y otnle’s exploits as a into declaring their willingness to sell their land if get

y Y price and if they can determine that the bonds are worth their face

‘“':* value. If these estates are broken up,
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