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An Army officer points out
the pessibilities of a weapon
that may make past wars look
like a bit of good, clean fun

Giant rockets, direct- uggests several ways in which t y

ed by human pilels, uscd at the front pself. 1 t ad 1

maoy come plunging ies in the fact that they need only b fubs i
4 = =

out of the sky laden for launching, and ‘ j

with tons of flaming, ind do things that are im; e to ardinise y
cxplosive death. cannon because of their great weizht YT .

y fire rockets clea ; the ocean, and
I 1 Ne W \ n;;. from P )l!:. I‘ pira
limits we u'\‘ | th enormous « t of suc!

ckets and the dificulty of hitting the

very long flights, as in possible trans

oceanic rockets, Major Randolph thinks that
human |;.ﬁ ts will be carmied. It will not be

I;.\ I)'-. Iﬁ 'unk ’rh“"‘l necessary to recruit su 1!!' sau N]« ',H l’:. pui

pose After they have guided their deadly

In the professional journal Army Ordnani spaceships close to the doomed tarze:, th
ficer of the U. S. Army Ordnance Re- pilots can escape in parachutes or snio') plancs
! erve, Maj. James R. Randolph, sets forth make a landing, and either surrender as pu
to the military possibilities of rockets as they exist oners of war or slip off into the country 1o
I'NT | flar it present and as they may be expected to start forest fires, cut communication wires, and
~ f to ur become practical in the fairly near future, generally raise individual hob until caught

like the meteors of Judgme
tons of flaming, explosive

This is not a fantastic drear
It is a definntely cal
bility, backed by the cold figures

engineering. "
R e

no more ahead of present practice than war-
time bombing raids were ahead of the air-

planes of 1913.”
The shells of the long-range gun that bom-
Larded Paris had a caliber of only eight inches
s e over. and weighed about 700 pounds.

Ma Randolph sees rockets as capable The very lack of accuracy, in unmanned

even now of long-range bombardments: “In bombarding rockets, is one element of then

dy ther Y v the present state of the art, there probably terror. It would be very fine (from the at

helle luring the W i W { the would be no great difficulty in equaling with tacker's viewpomt) if all hits were made on
enemy's lines 75 mil vay wkets the performance of the German long- arsenals, munitions works, railway stations and
A new ho in be added to tl ernal wnge gun that bombarded Paris from a dis- simlar targets. Even the citizen could take
havoc that now impends. Rockets, that we tance of 75 miles, But instead of firing shots some comfort in that, for he would know what
have always known me a8 pretty thir of moderate caliber at long intervals, a rocket  places to avoid. But when a truckload of
shoot up nto the sky on | th of July mghts, plant could fire the equivalent of 24-inch shells hell may be dumped into his own unimportant
may presently come plunging out of that sky vbout as fast as desired.  Such a job would be back yard at any moment—well, it 1sn't good

for civilian nerves.

ISTINCTION must be made between the
100-mile shots which Major Randolph
thinks could be made with relatively little
change in existing rockets, and the 1000-mile

G. Edward Pendra , presid
the American Rozkpr - v B

filling a rocket w

et Society,
ith fuel,
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rockets in vertical flight.




