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It’s been a cowboy’s

By NILAH RODGERS
There isn't & western hat nor & pair
hold all

news aboul being &

I comboy boots big enough o

thst Roy Cilbyrt

first taste of ranch

Litlbert

me ranch and then
vervihing

I YOArs olg

P Lo running th
th Lamh C

his ferm, rides- his horse wher
noecessary, and tends o s mother
cows, calves and yearlings
I've seen (oo many peoplé move to
town with nothing to do, ' Gilbert said
Gilbert did his own [arming until he
was 72, and he plans to live on his
farm and raise cattle until he draws his
last hreath
(silbert first came to Lamb County in
1919 when he took a job on the
Sweringston Ranch shout 25 miles
west of Littlefield, The ranches he had
worked for in Clairmont, Clarendon
and Pampa weré pretty small com

pared to the 1

Sweringston  spread

located near Enochs
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When W, E. Halsell started selling
off the Halsell Ranch in 1928, Gilbert
Bought 191 acres on the north side of
Hlack Water Draw from R. C, Hop-
ping

He paid $26 an acre for the land, the
going price for the farms that were
carved out of the last XIT Ranch that
was sald to pay for Texas' state capitol
building

Gilbert's mather died just before he
was eight years old. * | stayed with kin
folks until | was tired of it.”" he said,

then when | was 14 yvears old | went
to Clairmont and stayed with some
until 1 finished school —the
ninth grade, that is. The ninth was as
high as von eould go then '

people

BICENTEN 4

life for Roy Gilbe

the town of Amherst up when he
darted out,”” Gilbert snid

While Gilbert was with Halsell at
Amherst, he got to know the elder
Halsell and met the Oklahoma come-
dian Will Rogers when he came down
(o visit Halsell at the ranch head-
guarters wost of Earth

Breaking horses was just a part of
being a cowboy. School Bov was a little
900 pound horse that was supposed to
be an outlaw. When Gilbert offered o
ride School Boy he told the man he was
working for that if he broke him, he
was going (o keep him. "‘School Boy
made me the quickest and fastest cow
horse | ever had,” Gilbert said

When the ranch went broke and sold

people out-talk him when he was
persuaded to run for Lamb County tax
assessor. He filled the assexsor's post
for four years, then served four more
yoars as tax assessor-collector after
the two jobs were combined.

Then in 1949 Gilbert was elected
county commissioner, and he served
as commissioner for six years,

He continued active in farming until
10 years ago, and he still runs a few
COwWS

The buckskin horse Gilbert rides

when he has to'' is # result of his
knowledge of horses, Bugs Rountree
had traded for the horse, sight unseéen
The dunn horse had had some cuts on

8 leg. When the ey |,
vetarinarian told Rnum,‘
well Bhl'l‘ll the hll[\"-

Gilbert saw the j,,
agree. He wld Rountpe 4
get the horse wel]
horse in his lot ang
him. ARer three momnthy
was the only sign
barbed wire had mygd,

After all that patier .,
wouldn’t take the hopy

"“He has a lot of white 8
Gilbert suid of Buck,
watch him. He's quicy Ha
and he's as good & o
ever seen, '’

]

ut, | bought the little horse for $40

When old man Halsell 'E"I.TIK
He still had School Boy when he

= Halsell's dad) built the Amherst Hotel
OUR in 1924, Gilbert worked in the hotel for darted farming his lLamb County
. six. months before he started farming farm. "'But 1 had to trade him for n
the place he'd bought previously. The horae big enough to work,”” he said. ']
Amherst Hotel was pretty fancy for its started farming with teams

FUTU RE \ > ¥ ) . Halsell was really going to build
IS

vuil )
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The Birth Of
A Nation, y

Gilbert said he guessed he let some

N A

o

X
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.« «through the past 200 y,

millions of people around the _
2
have found freedom in Americ

“It’s not what vou wear that makes vou , :
. B salute our nation on its 20008

a cowboy,” says Roy Gilbert. *“It’s what . 3 f
We Salute America ) - : birthday! )

During Our 200th Celebration. you know and how you do your work.” TEXACO INC,

iPeyton L. Reese Real Estate Gene Ratliff-Consignes

Roy Gilbert
401 Phelps 385-3505 521 Hall 385-3220

IN THE

We Are Proud
Of The Years Of
Progress With You!!!

During the years, we h. ve appreciated the

cooperation of a wonderful community and its people

we are taken into your hearts, and you accepted us into '8 /

community activities in a most friendly fashion...

ol N These have been happy years, and you have been good to us... We havt
..’ l-.|IJ I 1]'“:"1“1:1&:{"” are calln ! 3 ; ' 2" S ' enioyed liVing
he Europe: aders are calling themselves a "Holy Alliance.” Spain
n to herself the rebel colonies in South America There are
rumors that France will take Mexico. That Russia will come down from Alaska
- California. England wants the South American trade. She asks us to
n declaring to the European allies that they keep their hands off. But
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams says we should goitalone, not trail after
an English policy. December 2nd, President Monroe makes a famous statement
in his message to Congress: that continents of the Western Hemisphere are
not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European
POWers [t reminds us of Washington's Farewell Address. It becomes known
as the Monroe Doctrine, It will live on.

CHISHOLM FLORAL

620 E. 5TH 385-4461

Ioge?her, working !ogefhef’ and ngWIng 'Og.ﬂ'\.f. On this

occasion of our nation’s 200th anniversary, then, may we also celebrate-

oy because of so many happy years of living together-with a grand community
0in hei

e

- OLTON
STATE BANK

285-2653
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tar-Spangled Day!
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SHOP

385-4266
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our fore fathers.
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Blessing family made

home on Halsell Ranch

Mr. 1. B. Blessing came to the

e g
e plains in Aug, of 1928, and purchased

i land from the Halsell Ranch. [t was the
3 L 1th Iabor of land sold from the Halsell
] Ranch. This labor joined the city limits

of Amherst on the north, Blessing

Mr and qu improved the land in the summer of
L] Lt ]

‘24 and moved to Amherst with his
family in the fall of '24.
J.B. Blessing

His brother, Thad Blessing, built
the house, & seven room frame
siructure.

Mrs. Blessing died in Feb. of "26
and Mr. Blessing truded this land for

| another farm 12 miles north of

l Littlefield, in 1927, Mr. Blessing and

[} children lived there for several years.
ol He passed away at the age of 84 in
Dec, of 1849 leaving 5 children and 6
grandchildren,

Survivors included Mrs. L. L. Usel
ton of Amherst, Mrs. Comer Hall of
Littlefield, and Mr. Ray Blessing of

Amherst, Virgie and 1. B Blessing,

Jr. of the home

Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Uselton pur-
chased land from Halsell the same
yeur their father did but moved to the
pluins a year earlier, in 1923, The
Useltons had one child, a daughter
Mrs. Doyle Tapley of Amherst

Hay Blessing was married to Florice
Garlington in Dee. of 1927, They had
three children; Ray Lynn Britt, Pat,
and John Edd Blessing

Mre. Comer Hall also came 1o the

Plains when her parents moved in
1924, She and Comer Hall were mar-
Nichita Co. in 1923, To them

WETY m two boys, Edwin Lynn of
Lubbock, and J, C., Jr. of Littlefield
They ware born in Lamb County in
195 and 1930

Hay Blessing and Comer Hall pur-
chised land from the Spade Ranch in
1958, Comer traded his land later for a
tabor B miles north of Littlefield.
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BRANDING TIME was something special to the cowboys on the LFD Ranch it
1913: It meant rounding up all the unbranded cattle they
down and burning the brand into the struggling animal

could find, tying the

By NILAH RODGERS

He was a scamp and a scoundrel,
and despite his pretty name “'Molly,"’
he was as homely as a mud fence
daubed with lizards. But most
scoundrels are charming. The two
things go together, And his ugliness
was the kind that made women look at
him and wonder. People flocked to him
to hear his outrageous lies

Old Molly always wore a ten-gallon
hat to add stature to his bantam build.
He draped leather gloves through the
belt loops of his pants, and smoked the
longest cigars that could be bought,

Molly often showed up at nesters’
homes about meal time o set a spell
and share the vittles, then he paid for
his supper talking and singing for
hours. Molly had the gift of gab,
dancing feet, and a song for everyone.,
He made up verses o fit each person
and every happening, and sang them
to the tempo of a jogging horse

Molly never missed a ranch dance,
and he regaled the fairer sex with his
songs and banter for hours, And when
Molly finally left Sudan, Texas, for
once and for all, it was & womnan's
doings.

The stories concerning Moly's name
are numerous as the tall tales Moily
spun round Sudan during the early
18008, One of the most repeated is the
romantic tale that has been the plot for
novels, movies and television shows
where a baby is left in a basket with
a note pinned to it saying, ''Please
take care of me,”

Mrs. Simon D. Hay, one of Sudan's
early settlers relates it like this: In the
1890, cowboys found un abandoned
wagon on the prairie. In it was a tiny
baby, but no clues to the parents’
whereabouts, It is said that the child
was 5o beautiful one of the cow wadies
exclaimed “What a pretty little girl,”’
and with that they christened “‘her'
Molly.

They socon discovered their mistake,
but the name remained with the
cowboys who raised the child as their
chief cook and bottle washer and
continued to call him Molly.

Although he was always called
Molly, Old Molly, Molly the Cook, or
Maolly the Cow Wadie, he had another
more impressive name. As the pretty
baby grew into a scrawny, sandy-

A Day To Remember...
wApril 19, 1775

utionary War. Minutemen And Redcoats
dashed At Lexington And Concord.

et’s Pause To Reflect On The Cost
Of Our Precious Freedom.

Campbell Plumbing,
Heating & Air Conditioning
385-5020

haired youngster and the name Molly
seemed less and less appropriate,
each of the cowboys gave the boy his
last name. Thus he became James Lee
Preston Hamilton and grew up know-
ing the ways of cow pokes

The year the Plains was laid out
James L. P. Hamilton drifted into
Waest Texas and went Lo work ns n cook
for the Yellow House Hanch, head-
quartered at Nine Mile Camp, south of
what is now Littlefield . Later he moved
to Sudan and promptly hought the first
call box with the arrival of the new
postal fixtures, It was lettered ''Ham-
ilton,"” but in the many vears he lived
at Sudan. a letter addressed o James
or L. P. Hamilton would likelv go in
the dead letter box, whereas a letter
addressed to Molly the Cook would be
delivered forthwith

Regardless of how he got his name
some Sudan residents remember one
of the dities Molly sang to the clomp,
clomp horses' hoofheat thythm

They call me old Molly, but that's
not my name.

I live in a shack, up on the Plains,

I roundap the cattle whenever they
brand

Out upon the prairie by the town of
Sudan.

Molly's humorous, easy-going wuy
of life furnished raw material to add to
the poka's legend. Once he bought a
typewriter and paid for it with a
worthless check. When asked why, he
replied, ‘Well, 1 knew | was going to
get this letter about & bad check I
wrote, 0 | bought this typewirier 1o
answer it with."'

Maolly was a man's man and a
woman's man, too, and he had a way
with animals and people alike. fesides
being a general good humor man and
the kind of person who ¢ould bring out
the mother instinct in the wom o folk,
Molly broke broncs while providing
free entertainment for Suden resi-
dents,

He was an expert cow puncher, the
Yellow House Ranch ecook, salf-
styled veterinarinn, the old prairie
doctor, and at one time he was named
justice of the peace at Sudan. No
wonder people who knew him said
Molly knew a little about everything,
For years Molly was the ncarest

We Consider It A Privilege, . . .
to be a part of such a growing

and progressive community, We
opened a business in  Litlefield
because we thought it was a good
community. . .we confirm this

thought today.

Charming scoundrel:
Molly the Cook well-remembered

thing to a doctor Lamb County, Texas
had. During the 1918 flu epidemic,
Molly went into the homes of those
down with the flu and took over —
cooking, doctoring, staying up dey and
night and saving many lives with his
horse sense nursing, Under different
circumstances, Molly would have
made a very fine doctor

Although Molly liked to talk, he kept
hi# personal life to himself. Besides
his birth and childhood years being
vague and sketchy, a 20-year period,
from the time he left Sudan until he
came back 10 years later, remains a
mystery

While on a cattle drive in Kansay
with the Yellow House crew, Molly |eft
the cowboys suddenly. He liked his
horse doctoring so well that some have
reason to believe that he spent several
years as a veterinarian around Dora,
N.M., and later did odd jobs in Kansa
and Arizona. Molly returned to Sudan
10 years later, but never told anyone
his whereabouts during his long
absence

When Molly finally left Sudan never
to return again, it was because of a
woman. A young school teacher
claimed Molly made advance. Humi-
liated, Molly headed west and never
came back

Molly never told his age, but Sudan
residents believed Molly was on the
golly-whopper lying side of 60 long
before he left Lamb County.

Molly plied his veterinarian skills
around Portales, working with sick
cattle in New Mexico the last few vears
of his life

Just as mystery surrounded Molly in
life there was a strange occurrence
after his death in a Portales rest home
in 1963, Molly never mentioned a
family, but shortly alter death, two
well dressed women driving a luxury
¢ar came to inquire about their
“Dads’" death. If they were Molly's
daughters, that partially explains his
strange disappearance from the cattle
drive

But if Molly had a family, it's a
secret he carried to his grave, A
modest marker is ut the head of his
grave at Portales. but the cemetery
has no record of who put the marker
there.

TAKE PRIDE IN
OUR HERITAGE

WE ARE PROUD OF BEING ONE OF
LITTLEFIELD'S
PROGRESSIVE BUSINESSES!!!

GROWING

Littlefield
Office
7th & XIT
Phone 385-5

iND

¢S

>
@

WE
APPREVIATE
YOUR PATRONAGE
OVER THE

THE SPIRIT
YEARS!

OF '76

Robinson
308 W. 4th

Upholstery

385-4621

"Four Score
And Seven

Years Ago”’

brahom Lincoln=The President
Who Reunited America.

Wa Sclute Qur Great Natien On

AL At
s ZU0th Anniversory .

Birklebach Machine & Pump Inc.
1012 E. 9th

385-5123
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W.D.T. Storey:

Devoted life to public service as postmaster oy

Villlam D. T. Sorey, an ulways- sttended most national postmaster
¢ man who wore alwaye s wide conventions, and all state convenlions
amye and hat, served the except two, during his tenure as

period I ks history as
aster of the Littlefield post

Storey was postmaster from
until his retirement in 1954, In
wriod he was widely known In
circles und, in West Texns, aa n
wed and leading Democrat. He
wis introduced as "the Number
)emocrat of the 1%h Congres-
District
gt of his busy career was spent in

VI He first came to

fiold o 1920 to buy a farm north
returned in 1921 to teach and
yecame superintendent of
Mrs, Storey, a bnde then

the schools here
rey was 4 native of Red River
{e gradusted first from North
~a ege. and wenl from
Dklahomne A and M
jualified ns a county
Ly agent in

i Toxas

v\ e served
a ume
1 ns
{ d of l.l‘
I Franklin D
t s i ) iNE "
| the i [
party. He and Mrs. Sworey

---I--------

I STOREY receives the kevs to
new post office building in
nber of 1940 from James |

&, coniractor. Sltorey was ot -

r of the Littlefield post office at
me of the dedication. Before the
ng was butlt, the post office wax

fron 1 various offices around

George Washington

Ist President
1789-1797
No Politican Party

5> =

):2- A e A "‘;/‘é'.' A
’ 4

Otis Bennett Real Estate &
Bennett’'s Firestone

B
'
- ¥
P
- »
f

James Madison
ith President
1809-1817

Demoecratic-Re publican

£

/ £ s n ,.5:/,_—,"._,',,_,‘
Humdinger Drive-In

502 W. Delano

Andrew Jackson

7th President

1829-1837
Demoerat

|

: { 4 i ?.’ ’E:;’(-f:—.,

| Littlefield Aviation

385-3143

postmaster David, was killed in action in Lrer-
e two state conventions he missed many, agein in 1948, when David's
were in 18456, when Storey’s only son, hody was brought home for re-burial

The Storeys attended conventions in
los Angeles, in New York severnl
times, in Havana, Cuba; in St Paul,
Miami, and Chicago over & period of
TEArs

Their son, David, 21 years old
when he wits killed as an infantryman

Furope, was a graduate of Little
field High School and of Texas Tech
Uollege, receiving his degree after
entering service

He graduated from LHS at 16 years
 that time the youngest student ever
to graduste from LHS. He was an
sutstanding student and, in athletics

yarsity competitor in tennis in both

{ 8 herd of buffalo on the

use ranch below Littlefield

ere contracted in 1925, and
pened  the practice of a young
Littlefield attorney; T. Wade Potter,
who 1 YEArs ago r(-ll!-*d from prac-
The bufinlo sale was made by the
late J. P. White, then owner of the
Yellowhouse Ranch near Littlefield. It
apread to deliver a herd of buffalo on
the Yellowhouse and on a White ranch

n New Mexico to J. B, Tanner of
Gallun. NN\ M
The selling price was 8110 a head
0x 1 107 N« \'\"-_\- e ]-1H'-.i calves, that
harge

ntract further provided for

- Parade Of Presid

John Adams

2nd President

1797-1801
Federalist

p

14 am

Jim Francis Body Shop

315 W. Delano

James Monroe

S>th President
18171825

Demo ratie<Republican

7 77151
_f.&' CIT iy TAE

Jolly Roger 7-11

Open 24 Hours A Day-

Martin Van Buren
8th President
1“37'184]

Demoerat

}}/r })('.' 4 MM;

House Of Beauty

711 Hall

Potter’s practice opens &i.h§

with buffalo herd sale “oi

ents

BICENTENy )

Pioneer |

By PETE PETERM\
The old wWagon Yard o

most hospitable abog,

high school and college. traveling without Camgy
When Mr. Storey became post- they were nearly s .
master in 1934, the office was located Before the time of 4,
in the back part of the First National when the only mode o,
Bank building. His efforts were credi- horse and wagon o ..
ted in great part with obtaining the night or rest perigd .

new federal building in Littlefield in traveler, he was gl -
1940, one of the finest public buildings wagon yard,
in the ares at the time Every town that by,

Mayor Homer Hall tumed the first sore, pom ;:"W- bang ¢
spade of dirt for the building on May T“.;“r ‘l';'l_ug ’ “_1"" had y
6. 1940, and the building was dedicat- nhm . ::'“' were buiy
od on December 5, 1940. '.Lﬁ’dmd !::.':ﬂ \: th § &

Mr. Storey proudly received the builk under it ":‘ el o
keys to the new building from a federal e Wt ad ¢ ‘
official, in a program that dominated &nd o

separately
the week in Lﬂ.ll@ﬁl"ld i.l!llﬂllll.nrn!h-ri_.-..
He died in Dallas on March 31, could be closed at nigh
1862, nt 70 years of age. In the center of (his o

bunk house and feed o
supplies for the ey, |

Bunks one, two, g
were built around

tables, and a place 1w g
ale of several carloads of cattle from and another necessity o
the Yellowhouse ranch to the Gallup, trough and windm)
N.M. rancher. People who lived oul o
miles had to come 10 (o
Buffalo were an unusual type of stay all night in the ‘E“'
livestock in 1825, but the extensive go back home the r.-:r.;
scres of the Yellowhouse, the south

. even went to church 1y
part of the old XIT ranch, gave them thought little of it, as ever

room to grow and reproduce same way of trave

The contract estimated from 25 and These quaint wavs of oyt
15 head of the buffalo. nol counting went with the passing of iy L
new calves. It provided also that the buggy days, and are only g
buyer was liable for purchase in Lamb the past,
County, should the railrond refuse to If you ever stayed i Ly (99
ship buffalo from here to Gallup you are a senior citizen, o N
Apparently they were accepted, since Soon after Lubbock wasy .
the records showed no exceptions to they had two or thres ey

the contract st a later date before they had a hot

Thomas Jefferson

3rd President

1801-1809
Democratie-Republican

"l

’ "7/

[ / ‘/;/.
,::‘/"//"’. . /%/M’

Moore Fina Service St
630 Lfd. Drive

John Quincy Adams
6th President

1825-1829
l)omm-rutir-ﬂepubliean

Jobn :)u.;..}, Bdonns

Lamb Salvage Co.

905 W. Delano

William H. Harrison
9th President

1841
Whig

LA Forboon
Purdy Motor Machine

b2 & 3854811
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E: This story was Miller, wife of the former co-owner of

fihuraday, Nov. 9, 1060 the fiemt Studebaker business in Little-
punty Wide News, and field. |

us by Mrs, Johnnie Brown and Miller Motor Co., will

n

osberve its formel opening in its new
building Thursday and Friday with the ars and trucks in Lamb County, the
firt of the new
Studebaker cars.

THE LEADER-XEWS, LITTLEFIEI EXAS. SUN

Agency lor all lines of Studebuker

1951 models of firm s operated and ownad by Guy
Hrown and Johnnie F. Miller, both
woll-known in Littlefield and the area

'he firm is located at the corner of
the LFD Drive and Ninth Street, next
1o The Food Basket (which the Millers
built too, and was operated by Mr. and
Mrs, Frunk Anzeline.)

Favors and souvenirs will be given
visitors at the firm's grand opening
Mursday and Friday

The Agency is housed in an attroc-
Live 836,000 brick and tile building,
with 6,600 square foet of floor space
A\pproximately $15,000 worth of
equipment has been purchased to han-
die the servicing of cars and trucks
The garnge doors of the building are
14 feet high to secommodate any alze
of truck being brought in for service
and repairs.

Elmo Jones was general contractor

n the building

In addition o Studebaker sales,
Brown and Miller will feature service
in any make of car or truck brought in
by the company’s customers. Repair
work and service will also be doe on
irrigation motors and Industirial en-
gines. Glyn MeClendon is in charge of
the service department, assisted by
Jack Church

The agency is also operating a
service station in conjunction with the
business, “‘Skipper'' Smith being in
charge of the department, He is
assisted by Guy Gage

Other personnel of the firm i wcludes
Mrs, Walter Sorensen, bookkeeper,
Buddy Bingham, parts man; Guy
Gage, grease man: and Don Sanches,
in charge of the wash rack.

§ o ,’“ i, who has lived near Littlefield since Studebakers Thursday and Friday Nov. 16 and 17, 1950. The For convenience of visitors and

lding which was built to house their new brick and tile building fentured 6,600 square feet of floor space. customers, a free coffee bar will he
Auto Co., located at LFD Drive and Ninth Down the streel to the left is the courthouse, with the steeple of maintained as a special service feature

pes the S&J Service Parts, The Brown and the old Methodist Chureh building shown above it. [Personal of the the firm. Johnnie Miller

ned with the formal showing of the new 1951 Photo|

Ip me God.”

John Tyler

10th President
1841-1845

s Wrecking Service
N. Delano 385-5684

Millard Fillmore

13th President
1850-1853
Whig

Abraham Lincoln

16th President
1861-1865
Repulican

Alyetsns onecte
ascription Shop

Continental Oil Co.
200 Phelps

co-owner of the firm and a prominent

James K. Polk

11th President
1845-1849

Demoerat

.
g e

Lamb County Leader News

Franklin Pierce

14th President
1853-1857

Demoerat

Reed'’s Service Station

-Sudan-

Andrew Johnson

17th President
1865-1869
National Union

e foeer

idebaker firm opens in November, 195

farmer, has lived on Route 2, Litle M HFP RATING
field, for the past |7 vears
Ciuy Brown, formerly manager of nandor TR oule
the South Plains Motor Co., moved to prepare for oy (PR ‘
Littlefield from Amarillo ahout » yvear P
ago. Brown, married and Iather of one moot .
child; is & veteran of World War I fucturing In  producing
NEW STUDEBAKERS Brown. "'Rated horsepower of
Featuring the new 1951 Studebaker engine is 12
models will be the introduction of a axnble horsepower is 24 .
new Studebaker Commander series ion rat A
powered by s rugged, compact, § A\ lthotgh .
type. 8-cylinder, valve-in-hend engine ner j
Studebaker has invested

S156,.000 000 in deve loping the new V-

power plant sid CGruy Barwn

owner of the Brown and Miller Motor mander w
Co and i expanding manuiscuring at
{acilition necessury lor producing i i

volume mode

Land agents battle one
another to fmd buyers

The weok-to-week sale of lnr |
newcomer many wiho Doughl for
mvestment and did not move her
WAS news ol mamnr nterest in Lthe
“.’:”' q

Littléfield hud o numt |
agents, who were highly competitive
and who had chowce land nfferings

from the several ranch hoidings belng f \ W
--pﬂ‘.l'lj 1% [ g
A part of the agent’s business was 1 Matthr
te keep his prospects protected from
competitors. A prospect usually ar
rived in re sponse W advertising of an
agent, or through inquiry made to M. W, Renfr
him re
Once here, however., he liked H
shop tor the best land availuble 177 o
The agents would carefully herd L. T- I
their prospects around town, ke ! :
them away from other agents and L
offers for mther land, " recalls Mrs. W AcTe

do solemly swear that I will faithfully execute the duties of the President of the United States

pill, 1o the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of the United States...

Zachary Tavlor

12th President
1849-1850
Whig

?7%47»- ,

National Farmers Union In.

514 Phelps Ave. 385-5102

e —

James Buchanan

15th President
B857-1861

Demoerat

v

”
it oue Pilrwiat tr A

Lackey’s Appliance Service

506 E. 8th 385-3120

Ulysses S. Grant

18th President
1869-1877
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| Newspaperp

(This article appeared in the Golden
Anniverdary issue of the Lamb Co
Leader in 1963.)

By Morley B. Drake. What you
are about to read if you decide to
read. . .is prompted in its entirety by
Dick Reavis, publisher of the Leader
and News. But we don't hold Dick

looked up st the window of the upstair
room we Lhought how lucky the workd
had been

The Covernor 's Road of today is just
another ribbon of concrete. but away
back in history it was & plank road
made famous by the fact that it was
used extensively by high dignitaries of

und pacers. . that he raced at tracks
for miles mround. Our parents didn't
approve of some of Uncle Sam's
doings, but we worshiped the guy;
he'd let us do anything, even to the
point of about getting killed when
some voung horse exploded. But no
money could buy those happy days

Mother would have liked us 0 be &
Muthodist preacher, and Uncle An
drew, o lawver, wanted us W follow in
nis foolsteps. Another uncle, & banker
thought by some serious instruction
ihat he could learn us to keep oul
fingers out of the funds, But we fooled
them all. turning into a newspaperman

of 1950; it was & beautiful day in early
May and we've been here ever
!m\:f:- openad negotiations with the
late Jess Mitchell for the purchase of
the Lamb County Leader, and took
possession July, 1930, just before the
gsecond primary, The plant was located
i 8 tin bullding facing east on

H[('l_!."[u

ublisher recalls 193(

and in mﬂ“l‘lﬂ hnm! »
Highway 87 ta Sy
south over lh: ";Eiu.
Littlefield. Rain rag,
and the car was sogp o
mud. We finally tore u.,'
to buck it out of 4 p,
night in the wide Cpen
rain pouring down y,

I. i responsible for one word of the state. They rode in the fancy coaches that we spent with Uncle Sam *'down of sorts, We knew our Iunmulm‘: Twitchell Avenue and running along asthma in those gy
content of the day, which were pulled by two on the farm. ™ wouldn't pass pulpit ‘““"!d”d‘: ﬂ:' ~ lh‘:j Lal‘lt 4 '“m(h now sepsrated the wirehaired terrier *: .
- 1 { (+h . ) . X
'| We do figure that Dick had sort of a teams of high stepping horses As we moved up through the years was 8 tough Qld grind, u;l. d{l: - Hammons Funeral Home property and our chests Lo heip knp'.'
s sneaky idea . that if he gave us enough We've lived s long time for our the matter of n career for us was a cub reporier just "‘“""‘I": .”lh oring lh.- Woods-Armistead building. We the break of dag, .
v N . 3 'y p X e Ce 4 W p . ¥ : Fia o s Li I_.lllll‘f'l‘ ¢ mn L - ’ = . |
- 1_["“? in the Golden Anniversary years, and our experiences have been subject of the family discussion We came Lo rented that building from Mr. Mitchell through mud for Srveny
' Edition that we would blast our many and wiried. Horss and doge for a limited time, then moved to 412 farm home, with the 4

ol reputation. That's a laugh. How could have been our hobby from our very :r" s Avenue. We rented that build- going by pulling ““‘.I*

lf a mere amateur like Dick contribute to very tender years upward through the ”: fl: “;) the late A. C. Chesher and we made it o s ,m!":

- i . P i ¢ al of a b fo Az mg 1 4 ! Ny
= nl:l‘wlmgth! .v‘-;sui.ntmn of an old pro w_ﬁ'rl | l- _||_.;-n- life. Az a boy m‘ eventually bought the property { scrambled sgxs for .
e pro just any way you want o read the worked at all sorts of jobs before and : breakfast the farmer s
i~ book. No foolin', friends and enemies sfter schoul and on Saturday. Those MR FITHET ik
l; eaperts have tried to blast our reputa were Lhe dayy when a nickel wenl as The bmidmﬁ i“lu. Nl; '::L l:,::r :;::; :l::;}nl.itl.(:l:ﬁwl:i“”n ing .
] tion. . and they couldn’t keep up with far as 25 cents or more today. Any we built an addition |
t ' i modernized the front. The present started and everybody b
i) us. We built some sort of reputation time we could cook up a new idea to : leased by Gunn Beos. s iepieerhaial bagl 'l
N and, by golly, we've done fairly well make a little money, that was our big structure is lease y ported (.

'l sustaining it iny Stamp store fool The late 20s and th 8

b There | t “fools ‘ N

'-I Don't take the above paragraph We got our big kicks in visits 1o the There is an old saying the troublesome times, 4 il

seriously. a former publisher and
hose moderns who carry the title get a
i kick out of blasting at each other
We were born on one of the highest
hills around Brantford, Ontario, Cana-
in and we've never got down to
varth since that eventful day in our
Some folks called it Hogback Hill

but those who wanted to be a little
ritzy called it Governor's Heights, We
visited our birthplace in ‘61, and as we

farm home of our maternal grandpar-
ents, Uncle Sam rest his soul in
peace. . .was the youngest son and as
was the custom of the day he inherited
the furm and apparently more asseis
and money than was good for him,. But
he was a great guy, loaded or sober

and we learned & lot from him. Uncle
Sam liked horses and dogs and
game roosters, oo, Even as a kid we

helped him break horses trotters

Rutherford B. Hays

19th President
1877-1881
Republican

(!;( e
Cox Tin Shop

106 E. 3rd

3854020

James A. Garfield

20th President

1881

Republican

Lee Auto Service

310 W. Delane

3854717

Benjamin Harrison

23rd President

MORLEY B. DRAKE, longtime publisher of the Lamb County Leader, is shown
standing in front of the 1927 Pontiac coupe in which he and his wife, Maye, and

their dog came to Littefield in 1930

will venture where angels fear lo
tread ' We dislike saying hard things
about ourselves, but its no secret that
about that time the country was in a
depression and ai one time this area
hecame involved in the famous dust
]arl‘lk'l

When we came to Littiefield there
wasn't any pavement east or west of
the city. We cannot forget how deep
the mud and water gol belween
Littlefield and Lubbock just any time
there was a good rain. We have used
chains on all four wheels between
Littlefield and Lubbock. Everybody
carried a chain or a cable to pull some
unlucky guy out of the mud or have
somebody hook on to your car and pull
it out of trouble. Those were the days
hereabouts when everybody helped
the other fellow who was (n troable

There is one experience we will
never forget, We had been to Earth

mically, But Littlefioli 0
those days with & sojye 20
were hard to pay, b st
over humps with 5 &y o
new respect for sound 4,

Littlefield has been |
long as we have know, « BEM
who arrived here hofory 00
the same testimony Bugd
s Active 88 & prairie foy o8
other periods the busje
through perilous time,
taken a poll in o log o P
knowledge of how the ,'m L
is limited now.

We forget the years by
time when beer was legy
in Littlefield. It wasn| o
was good stuff. But al g
have their day and pas
was supposed Lo be sonay

Continued on Fip I

d

# Parade Of Presidents » &

- - .r?? . .““"b;\\_E = PR

MY

Chester A. Arthur

21st President
1881-1885
Republican

/ }Zh’{f: fv’j%/é :\

They say every dog has it's day

» you looked st vour's to see if he's

clean and neatly groomed” If not come o

Suje’s Cannine Grooming

1100 W. 7th

385-5871

Grover Cleveland

24th President

Grover Cleveland

22nd President
1885-1889
Democrat

Lamb County Leader Ne

William MecKinley

25th President
1897-1901
Republican

1889-.1893
“Ppublirun

ya

AAA Truck & Auto Parts

385 N. 3854720

1893-1897

Dt'lllm‘ral

/_#, & loslomeed

Merlin's Food Store

821 Hal In Business 28 Years 3854755

Aonrtinen B Vs
2
Cantrell Blacksmith & We
Rt. 1

Theodore Roosevelt

William H. Taft

27th President
1909.1913

Fieldton Butane & Fertilizer
2%

24303

Woodrow Wilson

28th President
1913-.1921
Democrat

26th President
1901-1909
Republican

j‘. ;- lar s ,(jp-v'J VW t/}

A & B Office Suppl

509 Phelps 385-4646

%01 ujm‘ -
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) B o , D
Publisher: apter began in J
_ - e b
From Page 6
% The Littlefield ( hapter of the Order ard, Mrs. Lalin Hopping and Mr, Pat l'omlinsor ctress, Huls 1
: “‘IR “’;"’-l’“d somebody The wife didn't approve of turning not dim. of Eastern Star was organized Novem. H. Boone, and Hr-f I.\'l‘-'nh Shaw associate conductress: Grace Fi
.mhll'l'ob:nx hmelll S: S0 TEODES Oul to Qe for them: The razing of the former Methodin var, 4. 1943, with 26 charter members Officers for 1063.64 were Bettye chapluin: Norma Phillip -
” mt (" 2 r went IL‘ solves. perhaps she Ihoughl they Church bringa back o us the memory The first meeting place was in the Smith and Haolli= Smith, worthy ma- Francis  Ricks Snimsy NS
M ki) il;g; ‘[' .m:;eh Im‘:ly' might get so ““m'"“f’ that they of how hard the Rev. Jim Sharp ipstairs part of the Yellow House trom and worthy patron; Betty Melton Woig Al an
U K. PSSO, OF goity would take Littlefield without a shot worked to bring about the construction Bullding, Mrs. Pat Boone was elected ansociate matron; Norman Frey, asso Catherine H
n]; e S qu.nul, from " bﬂiﬂs fired. of that buudlﬂ‘ Jim even laid some of wourthy matron and B. L l'.;-gdili Wiy ciate putron; Pearl Brandon, secre Cumming N et b
'ﬂr ‘one thal never will be Fln.‘“’ a pmducn man felt plurnb the brick. We can see him in our elected worth patron tary: Dave Tullis, trensurer; Lois Lee klecin '
W wite posiiBly two sorry for us; in fact, so sorry he bought memaory as he stood on the scaffolding Since it's organization the chupter
s Ei e us out of the rabbit business at about 5 with a brick in one hand and a towel in i been honored with several grand
. i . that oper — qu cents on the dollar, After that expern- the other, ippointments, Flora Besst  Boone,
geonnection with another ence in the livestock business we came We have mentioned the Methodists loputy grand matron, district 2,
. 4 Fwiired doctrfr in the to the conclusion that we had better two or three times in this story, but ection 3; Mrs, Annte Louise Wise
? 8 sat at a table in a little stay with publishing a newspaper. that just happened. Take a look around i, deputy grand mistron, distriet 2
" W neceesxy, to We wouldn't think of completing Littlefield and you will see all faiths ecction 3; Flora Besst Boone, grand
Y. 1 walk in to the this aricle. . .or whatever you want to with creditable houses of worship resentative from Maine to Grand
@il bim you had a cold. call it, . .you can’t hurt our feelings. . Littlefield is truly a city of beautiful ipter of Toxns: Mrs. Ann Barnett
RS doctors were so without telling you about the Gun churches, eputy  grand matron, district
- lhgl they Just glmced up Club. That group always gathered in When a man or woman has lived in a on 3 Mra. Florn Besst Hoons
if you didn’t get that some home. There was never a shot city for 30 years and longer there isn't rund corresponds
" ‘ot illm-.u was sure (o fired. But there was the click of the any limit to their storehouse of Littlefield Chapter has helped to
\ r ".‘I'. hadn't already I“ken PO'I&Y chips and the multiplicity of information. ranize and institute Sudan, Olton
: il things have their day  y5unds that can come only from a crap But we haven't tried to write a Moo chagters
WAy, and that wus what game. The kickapoo joy juice flowed history of Littlefield; that would take n Littlefield chapter waw organized
. Bihe prosperous downtown freely and a big time was had by all, thick book. ; I6 members. Thiy ,m.,.“;,_ Mrs
" 8as in '_"“'"ﬁ"'d- Early day Littlefield was nol the You know we will not have passed Flora Besst Boone, Mr, B. L Cogdill
. fhurriedly tossed off a Liutlefield of today. . .to us it seems to  from this bumpy old world any time &t \lrs. Bewsic Base Tuttle, Mra. Varnie
- p pr spirits fermenti and have changed completely. But there is all before some young boy will ask his Wright, M. Jobn Pope, Mrs. Faye
Ly o fropped 25 cents on the one thought on that subject that father:"Who was Morley B, Drake?" Cogdill, Miss Katherine Andersen
v Sw=n o cannot be overlooked. . .age has a That's why we do not take ourselves Mrs, Mae Cundiff, Mrs. Neva
’ 0 economic pitfalls of mellowing, quietening influence. . seriously. Speight, Mre. Jewel Staugers Prict ' :
¥  oarly 30s. We ROt in the rabbit perhaps there is a new bunch cutting a i : o e v o ol e e ey '
™ | SUDUNBSRSGE perhaps it wis mamma rug while we seek quiet and comfort

3 =
. thﬂ :ﬂ"? established For many years in Littlefield there vrubel farmed ln are a MR. AND MRS. FRANK VRUBEL stand in front of their home in Spade after th
pe 0l return.

were a great many saddle horses and first crop on the land they acquired in 1926. The ear is an Overland in whi

Bdist parsonage was lo- countless numbers of good riders. The r " . : 0OF Vrubel came to Spade from Williamson County. Joe Vrubel can be seen in th
ey 38 t Eighth St. We lived in ranks are thinning fast. Most of the Nau"'e Czech here in 1926 background
" T A duplex next door. The young folks don't know a martingale Frank Vrubel, an early Spade resi- . Littlefiold, and Rosie Hodges, also of
¥ assigned (o another field from a cinch. But they can sure give a dent, was born in Czechoslovakia in Littlefield, was the youngest child

hﬁ gave us his rabbits. hot rod fits. 1881. He came to the United States as Mrs. Vrubel died in 1922, and Mr

B gavo us more cute The Sheriff’s Posse broke up three a man of 24, with a group of Vrubel remarried in 1823
y These ‘li‘tﬂ! bunnies or four years ago. That was a fine Mi:::slnd relatives from his country. The family moved to Spade in 1926, Warren G Hardin
ity, married, and there group of riders who brought honor to Vrubel and his brother, Rudolph, of and lived on the 185 acres of land 2 % . g
i little h'_"m:'ie’- : their city. Some of the members have Littlefield, were the only members of miles south and 2 miles west of Spade .
fi o the building business passed from this vale of tears, others the Vrubel family to travel to America He lived there until his death in 1957 29th President
" - the new colonies of have sold their horses, but there are Vrubel married Rosa Lee Jeherik in dohn Vrubel was born during the
" an long ears, still a few former posse members who 1912 in Williamson County. The second marriage, and now owns the 1921 -1923
il nguage became that of ride a little; they'll be showing up from couple had three children who lived w0 land which his futher bought in 1926 :
: . The harder we cussed,  pmany directions with the coming of the  adulthood. Millie Vrubel of Rosenburg Whan Fenbel cune’ . the Toea Republican
L wile I'“Bh“_i- Our entire Golden Anniversary. Once & man or was the oldest child and still owns land area, he farmed with mules until the
to gm rid of those woman has been around livestock, a her father bought in 1922, Joe Vrubel early 1940's when he bought his first
drift for themselves. comradeship develops that years do was the middle child and & trucker in tractor

/}':‘ rrxufi.‘/fr_d'_-n «

Pierce Oil Co.

_' olemly swear that I will faithfully execute the duties of the United States and will,

‘best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of the United States...

e God.” 403 Hall 3854941

Calvin Coolidge
30th President

Herbert C. Hoover
31st President

Franklin D. Roosevelt
32nd President

1923-1929 1929.1933 1933-1945
Republican Republican Democrat »
f
5 o, fepd At Wrind- l'.
3 e _-f' ,./// r 7 J
" ( - .!,‘.H L3 0"‘..""/,:":

Pierce's Specialty Shop |

331 Phelps 385-3153

J.B. Equipment Co.

Hwy 84 385.5627

e Fair Dept. Store

John F. Kennedy

35th President

1961-1963
Democrat

‘Harry S. Truman

33rd President

1945-1953
Demoerat

Dwight D. Eisenhower

34th President
1953-1961
Republican

TR/

Askew Bargain Center

401 E. 9th 385-5276

Jo»}uﬂ;..é-«.

Vogue Cleaners

102 E. 10th 385-3074

Gerald R. Ford

38th President

1974
Republican

f el
Massengale Radiator Shop

Complete Automative Air Conditioning Service

Richard M. Nixon

37th President
1969-1974
Republican

Roto) 7,
Lamb County Leader-News

Lyndon B. Johnson

36th President

1963-1969
Democrat
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'.1}913 fete

still tops

LITTLEFIEL] The
Fourth of July

first
in Littlefield
n nfter B0 vears

Yery

¢ grand opening

iy of Littlefi The day ol days
1 t gL sun b vears ago
LU LR gathered in Little

noming to

ung of Lthe new

Thiy cams wit, on horseback
N T al trains

A Littlefield Land Com
barbecusd beel, beanws
\ KW dishes in
regular shay =) to all the guests
l¢ itrees had
epot ot down
nd the school

uil Lhey were (oo
wle., Uotton L"JS.
4 o fend off

mpiete with

™~ 1% rs were treated
Lale commuissioner of

ird R. Kone
Fuesty A p
¢ band from
jggan had worked
novel enler
he nnnounced in the
the West Texas

full sway, and
* House Ranch
« will have the
nstrating to the
{ # genuing
W-head of full
making use of
together with »a
1 exhibition
Wus a dance
ted newly
wis lilled
1 homes had
bods

Wers vV 1 were leff to

i the

It under

lny. The new

AN impressive
rairne

ned & success

Davis & Pyle
Pump & Drilling

Co.

-Springlake-

1176 BICENTENNIAL 1976

“It is a fabulous country, the only fabulous

i ‘,u .‘

YOUNG CLINT GRIFFIN rode into the new town of Littlefield
on January 29, 1913, from Crosbyton. He helped dig the first
grave, stayed w become u successful real estate operator

country; it is the only place where miracles
not only happen, but where they happen

all the time.”

THOMAS WOLFE

Earth Ag Supply Inc.
And
Springlake Grain

’ 257-3762
We Appreciate Your Business

986-2311

This Land Is

OUR

’Alnd. "0

Since the days of the first
settlers, up to today. .. our
land has served as the
backbone of our prosperity,
and growth as a nation., Let's
care for it ... preserve it,

* 2% 2 2 2 - % % %

H

Let’s Cherish It!

'
citizens of the 1

Clint Griffin:

Cowboy

An 18-vear-old cowboy rode into
.':|t'le'|il."ﬂ Jan. 30, 1913, coming
ore from Crosbyton to seek work after

hearing of the new, booming lown
being buil

Hia first experience with Littlefield

was not too impressive and after five

mths, he returned to Croshyton o

work for the CB Livestock Co. How

r. he came back for good in 1923

The man is Clint O, Griffin, and over

span of years he has had a big
hand in the development of Littlefield
He went into the real estate business
in 1924, developing the Griffin Addi-
Povton Industrial Addition, and

the Cannon Terrace Addition

Griffin can recall at least two

firste'" for him in Littlefield. He

helped dig the first grave in Littlefield

{ -:I-u-:m\ and he started the first mail

¢ here. Griffin said the first grave

wias on Feb, 14, 1914 and that the
s name was Wallburn

L suppose Lhere were more

| residents when it first came in

191 1VS '.n,',ffjr. T.‘]n‘ town was
wd of the wagon vard, land
Yellow House Hotel, and a little

LS man

¢ wagon vard, located to the
f the present train depot, was
hub of the business section,

culls Giriffin, “'You could get ham
ond eggs and 8 cot to sleep on. The
hotel was for the prosperous —mainly
the peaple coming in from the north to
ook over the land. "'

Griffin broke sod until the dry

wenther left little demand for that Lype
Inh en he started freighting from
here to Lubbock

ok three days for a round trip
had to sleep on the ground two of
Griffin said. He
ad of lumber to be

ree nights,
the first k
the econstruction of street
got tired of sleeping on the
ud the railroad hed lnid steel

s Shallowater when Griffin
quit and return to Crosby-

iter moved to Lubbock then, in

Saluting Our Nation's Herr’lage

When we look back to the beginning of our country,
i's evident that we've come a long way, not only in
the area of technology but in the field of human
concerns as well. But we still have a long way to go
—and we've got to keep going if we want to prosper
as a nation. To stand still means stagnation —to
move ahead in solving the problems that face us
means progress. That progress is up to us, the
American people. We must be concerned with
preserving what's right with America and correcting
what's wrong with it —the future of the U.S.A. is in

our hands,

SUDAN ELEVATOR

227-2046

Washington's prayer after 17

“Almighty God

prayer that thou wilt keep the United States in

thy holy protection, . .incline the

cilizens to entertain q brotherly affection and

love for one

Earth Oil & Gas

| 986-30061
Springlake Motor Supply

9862291

< 0¢ make our earnest

another and  for their Jellow

nited States at large.”

started first

1923, bought a farm where the
Littlefield Country Club is now Jo-
eated. He made improvements snd
moved to the farm early in 1924

In December of 1924, Griffin estab-
lished the first mail route out of
Littlefield. The Post Office Depart-
ment had granted the moute, and Grif-
fin was the only man around with any
experience—he had worked a route
briefly in Lubbock

Harral responsib]; |

i
for town’s beginniy

Maybe the little community is small,
but the people who live there are
convinced of the quality of the land,
business, and friends they have found
associsted with the area

The small community of Whitharral
lies south of Liulefield on the Level
land Highway. It had its humble
beginning in 1924 with Dr. John
Whitfield Harrall, a trustee of the
Yellowhouse Land Company, being
responsible for the town being laid
out

Harrall owned most of the land in
the area and being progressive mind-
ed, he was interested in providing the
area with some community benefits

Llee Crownover travelled over the
land near the town in 1024, and
decided to make his home in the still
barren country. He was concerned
with educational facilities for
children, and by Christmas of that first
year another family had arrived to sdd
o the manpower which would be
needed in building 8 school house

Joe Woodruff and family were the
second settlers in the area, followed
immediately by Mr. and Mrs. Edd
Langford and daughter Laverne. This
surge of arrivals brought the populs-
tion to 16 persons, and Crownover now
had the school backing.

h!n‘

hi ?\Ft\.,

|
mail |-:  |

He recalls thy 1, . 8
Pat Boone Sr LT ;”
starting the rou He e
six montha hefors g
pointment was .'wmj.‘.

After locating hitte » o
also got started | i ]
bminm ~= 8 CHreer w oy
main interest and in :
major role in the l;‘\,",
town,

Under the les terahip ¢
dohn Petty and Mr Be
field, the two-roon
opened its doors Jym, |
Mrs. Langford was th s
instructing  six
picked the location care B0
it near all the fumilies ;4
east end of the [Irwda
building. and a» the 1o

moved north of the § | -t

Wty

The largest (ndicatios 40
growth was the nereay »
enrollment. Records oy 8
term show 38 students el
the guidance of Mrs Vi
and Mrs. Jack Lawhen (U8
rapid rate of growh n
were needed, and in 107 4
was started on the el S
bullding.

‘
ol

Ewell Sullins asSumig o
pal's duties in
system was affilisted &
--ucatwna] AgTICUiture dey
ndded in 1936, with the B
consolidation with Whitte

i

Business prospered o
Edgar, now of Levells
first store. FEdgar =ld »
pounds for 81.15 Naun

mstalled in 1928

89 inauguration,

hearts of the




o :
EDITION

s. Yyernie

V. Wright, first assis-
Mof the Littlefield post
d a land company
d the Golden An-.
. Df .,
the Leader-News
Mrs. Wright recalled
Littlefield days. She
8. Vernie V. White, a
n, Maurice H. White,

Wright. Some years back, Mrs.
Wright moved to Forth Worth

Her letter, in part, recalls:

"I wrrived in Littlefield with my
10-year-old son, Maurice H. White, on
March 5th, 1913, and stayed in the
Littlefield Hotel, just barely finished,
rooms all furnished but no meals
served for some time. We gol our
meals in the house of the Smith
family, Bob Smith's father.

“That first spring we had a little

steadily,

Pmarried to Mr. T. P,

leentennial
yDur Lesson
rogress!

learned from the
.those dedi-

Americans who

their dreams for
uture into OUR
. and our

WESTERN AUTO

385-4214

HF
ll‘|1

el T

Byers Grain & Feed

delano

subscription school, with one teacher
The following fall we had a regular
schoal, two teachers. Liltlefield grew “rvice
as some of the original
citizens who are still living there can
tell you, and now has a wonderful
school system,

“There was only one church build- did
ing, the Prosbyterian, which was used "
by other denominations, as we, the
Presbyterians, had a minister only
once # month, We had a Union Sunday

going

385.3511

AiLor

ery !T‘lld!‘
one store from which we

AChool which we all enjoyed
We really ploneered . 1 olectei

telephone.  ons

got

dmly groceries, no bakery no
meat murket. Looking back on it all, |
don t see how we could live, but we

The history of Littlef
a nownndamﬂorpm n 1924, when
the solid little village of perhaps 300
persons grew sharply into a thriving
city.

Newspaper accounts of
estimate that the city
more than 1,250 pers
Inter o church censuy s
2,000.

The growth continued through the
1920's, but 1924 remuined the year the
stars fell on Littlefield

The reason was land openings

Late in 1923 and through 1924 more
than 500,000 acres of rich, virgin ranch
land surrounding Littlefield went on
the market, with farm sales every day

This land included the Sod House
pasture of the Halsell ranch, 70,000
acres on which Amherst was built; the
Spade ranch was opened with around
100,000 acres on the market in this
area.

Then there were the Jaynes ranch
the Newsome lands, the Paul Lands
the Black Cattie pasture, belonging
the St. John brothers

Several thousand ncres more of the
Yellowshouse ranch was opened for
farms by & group that bought the
ranch from the estate of Major George
Littlefield and from his partners in the
ranch, Phelps and Tom White. The
ranch was sold in 1923

This group, largely of Austin men,
formed the Yellowshouse land com-
pany. The communities of Pep and
Whitharral sprang up on lands opened
from new farm acres of the Yellow.
house, from which Littlefield had been
carved 10 years hefore,

The Yellowhouse land

nrged inte

late 1924
1L yoar grew Lo
5. Six months
the figure at

cOmpany

handled the bulk of farm sales, of their
land and others, They sold one 18,000
block, & ranch area known as ' Sheep

Camp to the Cotton Land Company of
Dallas, It was cut into 100 farms
Major Littlefield left a number of

cash bequests in his will when he died
in 1920, and sale of the Yellowshouse
was one¢ way of convertng land
holding to cash

So great was the influx of prospec
tive settlers that the Yolliwhouse
company leased a site ol the

““tvourist park,'" the present canon of

sume boal

I would not like o try it again, but
were all in the
and sound friendahips were formed

s0 {ar as | am concerned those
inendships have lasted down

(o]

through

ADER-NEWS, LITTLEFIELD, TEX

Lhe year

My second marriage was formes
there, my oldest son, Maurice H
White, found his mate there the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs E G
Lourtney, also plonesrs

My second sor By W ngnt I
wis born Lhere Altogether | have
many happy memories of Littlefield
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LITTLEFIELD'S MAIN STREET |10p] has changed somewhat in the past 50 yesrs.
thanks mainly to the city deds pictured at the bottom. Seated around the city table
left to right are J. M. Stokes, commissioner; Mayor L. R. Crockett; P. W, Walker
und E

. June 15, 1775

Congress appointed George Washington as “general and

commander in chief of the forces raised and to be raised in the

-
>,

iﬂdﬁi\ »

Slates settle down in 1919
at fledglmg Sudan town

1led Wi YW 1
» Tesas in 19]4 as a traveli
dlesman. He was married i Hendes
Lubbock w Wa k
wery fur in -
The og !
T4 y ¢ Lh
My » and |
W el Sudag Mercantih
Male sac
Phe Slites owned and operated the
¢ untll 1950 when thev retired

defense of American liberty.”

The Americans had their com-

mander who would lead them to victor.

We salute our founding fathers,

Farmer’s Fertilizer Chemical Co.
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' Arthur P. Duggan:

Late Texas Senator was ‘Father of Littlefield’
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Littlefield,

railrond on from Lubbock made posai.
ble a city and Duggan and Santa Fe
officials worked out an agreement on
its location, The raillroad had one
special requirement —that the main
business thoroughlare of the city
terminate at the railroad siation.
Duggan met this requirement in
luying out the city. This explains why

today something of a

today Phelps Avenue, the city's main
street angle to other city
streets and deadends st the depot.

There was another foctor in the
location. The cily was placed s far
north ns practical on the Yellowhouse
land center of
Lamb County. This was to seek the
seat for Littlefisid

This was no exclusive idea. W. E
Halsell had county seat plans 100 the
ity of Amherst he was promoting
o few miles on northwest, on another
300,000 acres of the old XIT, This plan
for Livtlefield was 33 years before its
realization

Duggan and Twitchell Inid out city
Stidets ARA™INE) Mok with farms=, a
tremendous undertaking of field sur.
veys and paper work that progressed
on through 1912, As the vear closed, it
was time to seek land buyers and got
the new town and country moving

For severnl months, Duggan lived in
a tent on the bare townsite, while his
family remained in Dallas. Thes
included by then » daughter, Al
Tillar Duggan and Arthur P, Duggw
Jr. The family moved out 1o Lubbock
carly in 1913, on up to Littlefield
in a small building moved in
residence

‘In Dallas they told me I'd be ba
from that prairie town after
night,”" the senior Mrs. Dug

rans a4t an

getting toward the

County

now |

year bwforen

~& A Dav To Remember-

Freedom At Last!

HARRELL AUTO

cgk%@,

“We ﬁ.{:hf naol (o wmhu'v. bt

to set a country free and to make

room upon the earth for honest -

men to live in.

-THOMAS PAINE

BROWN SEED

-SUDAN.

medical conter wiag more than 100
hospital beds in two hospitals, was
svernl vears coming to have regular
medical care after the city started in

First doctor to come to Littlefiold

was Dr. Jell Davis, who moved here in
i irom Roby

His practice developed slowly and
Dr. Davis concluded that the climate
W healthy for an active doctor to
and returned to Hoby

in 1916, Dr. O, B. Lynch moved to
Littiefield, and remained more than »

Wb

Lhryve

leaving behi:
Plair

South
healthy

Hetween thes
s Wor

resider

doctors and
there for my

Dr. W.H
1917

unti ¢

;1,".d ! '.I
dea:!

i It 1 f]d(-_' 1

exnmin PI' )83

and loter 0
epidemics &

periods,
mied by Lubbock

cocalls today 'But we found it all
Jensant and enjoyed every bit of it
Ihis is recalled by the daughter,
M Alice Tillar Gracy of Austin
We boarded in Lubbock because
literally was not a thing in
offeld. It was bare prairie
“we drifted north and
There was

nfenced
riftod south as they chose

moved a
1o from what
auth Camp on the Yellow-
o Littlefield for us to live
bukt a uttls room that
were Lhe

And they

mile apart '

i. My
shack &

inther

anidd el

theée tend

wWis Lhe
Duggan
whential residents, to whom
s practical optimism for
lands. Here began friendships

ere to lust through the years
rgan was o different kind of
To prospects for land, or
8, he gave a careful apprais-
Lof the country and its prospects, For
hi# came o know each incoming
he counseled them, encour-
them, worked for their well

slgquarters. In i,

verd his

s¢ll land and
¢ and he sold them, fuirly and with
ull facts, To him. the new settlers
vere future neighbors and associates
n a bright enterprise, and no one was
surprised when it worked out the way
this quiet, cheerful man told them
John Kling, a heanty Swede, came
o investigate and spent almost o night
alking in Duggan’ When he
levided to stay, he shared the tent for

v whils

It was his business to

s temt

There was no Dr. in the house

n o Hope, NM.,,

This friendship formed a team,
When a8 school was needed —and it
was right away as settlers came in—
Kling and Duggan worked to get one,
that opened in the fall of 1913,

For 18 years, from 1914 to 1042,
Arthur P, Duggen was president of the
Littlefield school board, a foremost
undertaking in his sctive schedule. He
served a term as county commissioner,
1915.1916. and there worked for his
Littlefield area in the Lamb County
structure. The advancement of Little-
field directed most st his public
actions, particularly the holding of
publi¢ office

The promotion of *‘Littlefield
Lands,'' as a new area was called, was
a dominating activity of the Duggan
family

The family home, built in late 1913,
wis the center of demonstration site.
Around it were planted several kinds
of fruit troes, grapes, and a wide
variety of vegetables, as evidence of
what the rich, virgin soil would
produce

The original four rooms have been
increased by additions, but the family
home stands on its original, on East
Tenth Street, and is occupied todny by
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Duggan, Jr.,
and family

Frequent guest

A frequent visitor is Mrs. Arthur P,
Duggan, Sr., who lives in Austin with
Mrs. Gracy, and who views new
development of the town with fresh
enthusiasm on each visit

“It was a 24-hour job,”" recalls the
senior Mrs. Duggan. '*Any hour might
bring a new situation, a prairie fire, a
family wanting to locate, someone
with a city problem. They all came to
Arthur, and he found some way to
meet each one.”’

Reserved but alwags cordial, Dug-
gan did not intrude on people's
problems, but they frequently found a
way (o him and he heard them in a
lawyer's way, and with a genuine
concem

Father listened to your story
carefully, ' Mrs, Gracy recalls, *‘and
then gave you his opinion, if you asked
for it.'

People did ask on an increasing
scule. He served as vice president then
as president of the West Texan
Chamber of Commerce and for vears
was on ils executive board. His
enthusiasm for the South Plains led
him into an ever-widening sphere of
activity

At home, over the years, he helped
organize the Masonic Lodge in Little-
field. the Rotary club, the chamber of
commerce, which he served as presi-
dent, and other civic groups. He was a
member of the First Presbyterian
Church in Littlefield. He remained
active in the Yellowhouse Land Com-
pany until its operations were comp-
pleted in 1928,

The promotion of Littlefield was an
ever-present concern of Arthur P
Duggan, but reflected just pant of the

BICENTENY,

man.
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Getting there involved
tumble political campaig o
Littlefield candidote had &
Duggan went at this typd
eye-do-eye with people i
district. It ook s hard
primary campaign to deod
but in the end the new ¥
senator was Arthur P Dug

His Ilsbors in Austin, ce
cally thorough and deters
of high value 1o his South?
were ended only by his
in 1935 of a heart attack
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dation was too
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wed the

here I lime o

far “'ul'll’ “Iﬂ.l ]
! patients in the flu

war, At

one Ume,

an old newspaper account
the Littlefield area had as
many us a hundred flu cases, and Dr
Anderson was a victim, being a bed
patient himself for more than two
wWeohs

But he organized 8 cooperative
nursing system that provided reason-
sble care. A recovered patient might,
in u few days, become a nurse for &
newly il person. The area suffered
relatively few fatalities from the
upidemic.

In the 1920's with active growth of
the ares, Littlefield's number of
medical doctors grow
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Railway reached
first time on June 17,
from Lubbock to
Eleted and opened for
914,

January, 1907, a
pvey was made by
an engineer for the
building of & railroad
Mt route from the Gulf
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tough years:

L Spade settler recalls hard times, good crops in early 1900°s

work in a garden, and the family
raised most of ita own vegetables
They raised watermelons and canta-
lopes, most of which were trucked out

Most of the farmers raised their
own, and town people were welcome
to get what they wanted, said Bird
“"Watermelons that weighed 35
pounds or more were sold for about 10
cents each; the smaller ones were fed
to the hogs,”” Bird remembers, Canta-
lopes went at 6 for 256 cents, if they
sold at all,

Mrs. Bird canned all the

axira

MR. AND MRS, W. E. BIRD are shown on their Spade farm in 1929, Grope vines and
peach trees are in the background, and the same water well is still in vse.

and Texico, and trains first entered
Lubbock on this line in January, 1910,

With the completion of the cut-off to
the south of Lubbock, trains from
Galveston ran over a direct route to the
west coast, except for the break
between Lubbock and Texico. Through
trains were routed on two sides of an
equilateral triangle, north from Lub-
bock via Canyon and thence to Texico,

In July, 1912, under the supervision
of Joseph Weidel, later the valuation
engineer of the Santa Fe, grading
operations were started on the line
between Lubbock and Texico, and
track laying was completed in Novem-
ber, 1913, Train service started Nov.
ember 14, 1913 on a tri-weekly basis
between the two points, and in
December of that year, by order of the
Railroad Commission of Texas, regu-
lar train service as common carrier
was established. The line was com-
pleted and opened to traffic March 1,
could be constructed between Lubbock

“ . .that we have highly resolved that these
dead shall not have died in vain; that this

nation under God, shall have a new birth

of freedom. . e

We proudly salute our Forefathers

who made America the

nation it is.

vegotables and she also canned beef
since there were no locker plants or
home freezers ot that time. Wild
plums were plentiful in the sand hills,
but “vou had to keep an eye out for
rattlesnukes,'’ said Bird
Peaches and cherries wore raised on
the farm, and ample supplies canned
in case a freeze got next year's crop.
When Mrs. Bird passed away Oct, 15,
1960, she had more than 2,500 jars of
canned goods in her cellar
Many of the old timers remember
her, with her split bonnet and cook

ry of Santa Fe Railway here
ins over half-dozen decades

1914, Completion of this segment, a
portion of the Coleman-Texico cutoff,
closed the gap between the lines
running easiward to the Gull and
westward from Texico to the Pacific
Coast. This placed in service the
shortest route between Galveston and
Los Angeles and/or San Francisco,

The townsite of Littlefield was laid
out by Santa Fe engineers during the
construction of the railroad.

Littlefield is an example of the rapid
growth of the Panhandle towns that
were grazing grounds in 1912, Follow-
ing construction of the railroad, land
booms increased the poulation rapidly,
and as many cities on the Santa Fe
have done, Littlefisld had grown until
today it has 4 population of more than
6,000 people. Because of irrigation
and good transportation facilities, it
has become a center for colton and
grain farming operations, with large
cotton gins, oll mills, grain elevators
and livestock feeding pens.

-ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Treat
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apron, as she delivered them dressed
chickens,

Bird
l”f" Maud a
home. After | got ginned off v
could turn them towar

killed by the government at Spade. He wid when
was pald $20 for it

“We had a bunch of eows and
thinking the governmenl was going o
tuke them, | kept [eeding them all
year. Then | was told they could not some friends going my
take them because | did have feed, So my team to follow
that fall I sold 20 head to Arthur Bell
for 818 each,”” concluded Bird
1934 Bird made 16 bales of
cotton, but the price was low and he
didn 't get much for the crop. Bird sold
his teams in

milk, butter and other things
raisad on the farm,”” says Bird
1929 Bird rented the north farm.
What he made on this place that year
wis pul with six calves and a cow and
traded for 4 1929 Ford car. Bird made
only two bales of cotton in 1933, and it
sold tor 7 or 8 cents a pound
| did raise some good late feed that In
year and it caused me to miss out on
selling my cows to the government, |
knew one man that had only one calf,

to slesp. Some

home behind the other
.'\ ”."'.' OLner | artie

down irrigation w

well down In

inches of rain that vear

1946 and due W

WM T the well muct
and i was the first one bought and heaith, turned the farm over '.'1. n Bird said that }
son-in-law 1925, as far as profit
In 1947 he returned to the farming big hail hurt the bright p
operation and two new Ltractors I 1960
missed my leams in lots of WAYs Which vear was t
Bird remarked, and sometimes | claims he hasn't fin
wish | still had them vel

The fate of unborn millions

will now depend  under God. on 1he

courage and conduct of this army. . .

GEORGE WASHINGTON

Let’s pause now to rededicate ourselves to

the principals of freedom..

1] "‘} 2-;”

1 BYDEN DRUG
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PN el 3 s

The winter of '77: Party season for the British. A turning point for the Patriots

We've faced a heartbreaking retreat from New York and across New Jerse
3.000 men are British prisoners, and Washington is foresaken by many of his
own. The British generals figure it's only a matter of time before we give up and
beg the King's pardon. But the British are a trifle too smug. We recross the
Delaware and, battle after battle, surprise the enemy and defeat him. It's on to
Saratoga, where our victory becomes a turning point. It gives us courage
through the longest winter at Valley Forge. While we suffer cold, starvation
and sickness at Valley Forge, the British elite continue to party with their
Loyalist friends in Philadelphia. But we learn something. Not to give up. The
nation learns, too. And the rest is history.

Armes Equipment Co.

By-Pass 84 385.5108
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Citizen’s State Bank Of Eat:th
Proudly Salutes These Patriots
Who Signed The Declaration Of Independence,

JOHN ADAMS lawyer : SAMUEL ADAMS, brewey -

el JOSIAH BARTI.ETT, Physician and
AXTON, farmer : CHA RLESCA RROLL, lawyer : sAm UVEL CHASE .
ABRAH ‘ '
AM CLARK lawyor:GEORGE CLYMER, Merchant - WiLLiam ELLE lmy.,jmh
viL . vy
LIAM FLOYD, soldier - BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Printer and pub);
ELBRID ' 3
GE GERRY, merchant BUTTON GWINNETT. merchant ang farmer LYm
States of SWniericd. o e
o~ moits Declaration «& som =22 s et
Onhe antmeis SrEt s

Theplmsgaveusahorlugoloboprmddha
land that produces cotton, grain and other commodi-
ties of the sail in abundance. They brought education
and culture to this area and provided us with a

background of integrity, fair dealings, and friend-
liness.

The past will never be as it once was, but it's pleasant
to remember those who endured the hardships to

tame the land and leave

which to live.

There is yet much to be discover
present and the future. Tomorrow

omises
things that will far Surpass the riches dreamed
our pioneers,

-EARTH.

WWWM '

b

for us this prosperous
region, thanwhomﬁwoumpled honesty and
Cooperation that have made this a great place in

ed by pioneers of the

CITIZEN’S STATE BANK
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Terry's Texas Rangers, as they
came to be named, were assigned to
the Army of the Tennessee under
Gen. Albert Sidney Johnson,

They saw heated action in Georgia,
South and North Carolina. When a
company officer fell ill and resigned,
Sergeant Littlefield was elected
Second Lioutenant Littlefield.

The new shavetail found himself in
command of the company as John-
ston's army backed up agonizingly
from Kentucky, screened time and
sgain by the hard —riding Texans of
the ""Come and take it'' tradition.

Lt. Littlefield commanded his com-
pany at Shiloh, when the Confeder-
ates almost ended the career of g
rising Union general, Ulysses 8.
Grant,

Within weeks, through casualties in
the company, including the battlefield
death of Captain William A. Harris,
Littlefield advanced to captain and
company commander.

He protested this move to his
commander, who however sided with
Littlefisld's company in naming him
captain.

Captain  Littlefield had not yet
reached his 20th birthday. But he was
a'man, and a courngeous one, dedicat-
ed to the cause of the South,

His letters home to his mother
sometimes reflected grief at absences
of troops and officers form the battle
zone. He feared for the Confederacy,
but he fought for it steadfastly and
bravely.

Littlefield's troops wrote their part
of the victory history of Confederate
cavalry, Hé fought at Chickamauga,
one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil
War, Where his troops distinguished
themselves in bloodily defending a
crossing of Chickamauga Creek.

Nenr the battle's close, Littlefield's
company joined a contingent that
completely encircled the enemy forces
at Chattanooga, harrassing them des-
troying many supplies and gaining
important  information. When the
battle finally closed, his Rangers had
been almost continually in the saddle
for three weeks,

The camage of Chickamauga,the
sight of hundreds of wounded and
dying troops in the area where he rode
in action, were to remain a poignant
memory with Major Littlefield all his
life.

In this period, the young officer was
home once to seek now recruits for
the men of his company who had been
lost, In January, 1862, he found a few
deys to marry his longtime sweet-
heart, Alice P. Tiller of Houston. In
three weeks after the wedding, Little-
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1 George Littlefield:

Soldier, cowman, financier, philanthropist, and mainly, Texan

Major George Littlefield

field was back in battle.

By 1863, Captain Littlefield was a
veteran soldier, a cool and able
commander who had led many
charges, faced often what he called the
g—pg—g"' of enemy rifle balls. He
fought in the baule of Lookout
Mountain ‘in the Easiern Tennessee
compaign, almost daily skirmishing
with the enemy.

Late that year his Texas luck ran
out. While serving as regimental
major on December 26, he was struck
by an enemy shell fragment that
smashed his belt cartridge box on his
left side.

This set off shells that tore a deep
gash into Captain Littlefield's hip.
While he was prostrate on the ground
and receiving aid, Gen. Tom Harrison
rode up and said, *'l promote him to
the rank of Mjaor for gallantry on the
field of battle."

Major Littlefield was attended by
his faithful man servant, conveyed Lo
an ambulance and taken four miles to
the rear to a hospital. The sight of his
wound, ‘nine by 11 inches, led a
division surgeon to declare: "' Just give
him a little morphine, he will die
before morning. "'

This was seven hours after the
major had been wounded and die he
might have but for the arrival soon of
Gen. Harrison who sent for the
surgeon and had Littlefield's wound
dressed.

With the enemy driving closer, the
new major was moved 12 miles the
next day to a new location and then 156
more miles, in a wagon ambulance 1o
the home of & family who cared for him
for weeks, These were grueling trips
and the wounded young man suffered
mightily.

He was semi-conscious for weeks,
being kept alive on brandy and
morphine. Gen. Harrison kept a
solicitious eye on his young officer and
left help to care for him,

He probably owed his life to a fanuly
servani, Nathan, one of the Littlefield
slaves who had cared for George as a
boy and who asked to go with him into
battle. With Nath, the general left a

won through,
bedridden and on crutches, but Major
Littlefield was able to report to his
command by late summer, 1864, near
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But money was still scarce in the
South, struggling under restrictive
Carpet Bagger rule. In the years of
1869-70 the San Marcos and Guada-
lupe rivers poured over in destructive
floods that almost wiped out the
verdant Gongzales valley. The money
for debts incurred was not available.

For George Littlefield it was a
sglback, but not a defeat, Just three
years before cattle-poor Texans had
found a way to move their vast herds
o northern markets, there W be
sonverted to cash.

It was the Chisholm : Trail, 1,000
long miles of caltle drive through
ventral Texas and the Indian Ternitory
Lo Abilene, Kansas. Cattle on verdant
South Texas ranges were cheap: there
was monéy to be made by men who
could move them to market,

Major George Littlefield was one of
those men. He gathered up cattle he
and his hrother owned, bought others
on time, and started up the trail with a
sizable herd, in the summer of 1871

Here, o later, George Littlefield
proved himself a master cattleman
Trail driving was a craft, Caitle had to
be paced at about 156 miles = day,
allowed 10 graze to keep in good flesh
yet scheduled to reach watering places
on & schedule to keep them healthy. In
the Terntory, Indians often exucted a
tribute of a few head.

But & yood trail boss could reach
Abilene with at least as many head as
he started with —sometimes more—
and those well-mested for market.

The cottle trail also was a call to
adventure for young men in Texas, as
a sep colls those in a seaport. Men
died along the trail and in wide-open
Abilene, but the determined thrived

George Littlefield thrived. From his
first drive he was able to pay off his
debts and had some 83,600 |eft to open
# mercantle business in Gonzales with
a boyhood friend and comrad in arms,
J. C. Dilworth.

In 187, the partnership sent two
herds up the trail, paying for many of
the cattle bought in merchandise bills
through the summer.

The major supervised the drives,
although he actually made only the
first one. Ho set herds in mbtion at the
Texas end, had buyers waiting at the
Kansas end. Sometimes he found a
market in New York or Chicago,
contracting herds that at times were
separated only by one day's drive

4. C. Dilworth died in 1877 and that

When the cattle trail shifted west-
to Dodge City, the Littlefield
moved with them,

were not in wide use for
. At one time he had
arriving on the trail and he
,000 in hard
. His
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“rooster'’ tumed out (o be Billy
SR Monadon oo
and of White's.
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The Kid spent the night with
Littlefield and White, the three on a
bunk under the wagon, with the
$40,000

White was later to head up, and be a
partner in, a large spread on the Pecos
in the 18804, an outfit that he ran with
the help of long letters from his Uncle
George, giving him sound facts on
operating a catile business,

The system apparently worked.
Where rancher after rancher failed
along the treacherous Pecos, the
Littlefield layout prospered. The trail
business was similar in result, and the
answer undoubtedly was that the
major understood finance and the
cattle business, and picked expert
cowmen as his associates

George Littlefield had written o
name also in 8 colorful era of Texas,

the trail period, names that included
the Schriners of Kerrville, Ab Blocker,
George Sanders and others who rode
and drove the great trails

Littlefield continued in the cattle
business, with a partner occasionally
on some deals. In 1877 he stocked a
range in Oldham County, grew his
herd with skill and care, and sold it
four yenrs later to a Scottish syndicate
for 8253,000, The Littlefield fortunes
were building well, on the solid base of
cowmanship

In 1882, he established a ranch on
the Pecos river in Chaves County, New
Mexico, stocking it with 25,000 head of
high grade cattle. He owned 75,000
acres in Mason County, well stocked.
Cattle remained s business with Major
Littlefield until his death, but his
astute business mind found other
interests.,

He organized the American National
Bank of Austin in 1890, with a capital
of 100,000, and was its president
until his death in 1920.

He erected the Littlefield building in
downtown Austin, in which the Ameri-
can National Bank was instulled and is
still in its location, with many other
business firms

In 1901, with his nephews J. P. and
T. D. White he bought the famous
Yellow House, with 300,000 acres, was
the southern tip of the giant XIT Ranch
of 3,000,000 acres. It served as a
receiving range for XIT cattle from
south Texas for years.

For the Yellow House the trio paid
§2 an acre. It was stocked with one of
the finest herds of Herefords in the
southwest and prospered as a ranch.

Even then, the keen business eye of
Major Littlefield looked on past the
blocky herds of cattle that populated
his new, vast range.
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He envisioned people tilling the rich
soil, that felt good to the touch and
that grew grass so lushly. Drillings for
water wells proved out with good
supplies over much of the range, that
covered parts of Lamb, Cochran,
Bajley and Hockley counties.

Ten years later the planning started
thet was to found Littlefield and open a
new, progressive section of Texas to
farm production.

But, meanwhile, other uses were
found for the cattleman-builder-
banker who loomed so large in the
developing Austin business communi-

He was appointed to the Board of

-
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SECT 4, PAGE 1

holding all lands when there were
strong suggestions for sale of some of
it to meet needs of the growing
university

The vears were to magnify this
wisdom, as oil rovalties from these
acres paid millions on millions of
dollars to the University. This wealth,
unseen in the early 1900's helped
greatly to build a great university and
educate thousands of Texas students
George Littlefield perhaps qualified
fur the highest degree in business
acumen the university he loved could
award

Inevitably, & man with his energies
and diverse interests got into politics,
especially in Austin. Littlehield was
long & power in Austin city politics.
and a growing figure in state elections

When brash Jim Ferguson came out
of Bell county to run for governor in
1914. Littlefield was among his earlier
supporters, an important one fman-
cially

The two men were good friends,
until Ferguson sttempted to take over
control of Texas university, harassing
one of its presidents from office and
starting 8 battle that was Lo lead to the
governor 8 impeachment

[t was u troubled time for the major,
who for months attempted a concilia-
tion of views, between his beloved
university and the governor he had
helped to elect

But Ferguson kept a vindicative
pressure on the regents — Littlefield
had béen one sice 1911 — to bend them
and the university to his will, It
became a battle and in battle the
veteran of Shiloh and Chickamauga
understood the terms

Ferguson also made the mistake of
pushing the major personally. He
shifted a large sum of money from
Littlefield's bank, the American Nao-
tional, to his own - Ferguson's—
bank at Temple

Littlefield wrote the governor a hot
letter, saying:''l refuse to be intimi-
dated. | am ready to pay off the
deposit at any time

The major thus moved to the head of
a battle that had Texas seething
When the governor vetoed item after
item of the university's budget in
1917, but overlooked scratching out
the budget totals, the veto became a
legal question

The regents talked compromise in
the confused situation. Not so the
major, With the attorney generals
support, he led the regents into
opening of the university as though
the budget were unimpaired

The university opened on schedule
s —
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in 1917, and Ferguson faced impeach-
ment charges before the year ended
Littlefield went out of the state as the
impeachment trial materialized, por-
haps to avoid testifying against the
governor he had supported. At least
that was the newspapers opinion
Forguson was impeached.

The major's political activity contin-
ued up to the tune of his death, much
of it devoted to developing the
University of Texas. The Ferguson
battle was perhaps & disappointing
interlude, but not limiting one. v

His gifts to the university included a
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1920, By bits the ranches were
giving way to farms, Starting in 1923
the bits became chunks, big chunks,
chopped from the a% the remainder of the 300,000-acre
Yollowhouse opened for farmland, the
Spade ranch on the east and the
Mashed O on the west. The Jaynes
lands, and the others,

The land agent found a new mecca
Littlefield boomed in 1924, Prospec-
tive settlers thronged the loosely-
nhabited strotch of Phelps Avenue.
They camped at one end, where the
present city hall and courthouse stand
Land salesmen steered them busaly
over the showing quarter
« and Inbors of land, jealously
guarding their prospects from other
wgents. with different land offerings.

4
1 setliors

There was o steady trickh

from 1913 up to the early 1830's

virtually all of them locating on the

Littlefivld lands
giant Yellowhouse ranch, The town ol

Littlefield grew steadily, but nt
rapichly

New

their lands

farmers scratchedd the richness

and it returned bounti
frut

whenat

fully. Allnits, maize melons

arbors of grapes. vegetables

land was ideally

bariey The

for the famuly farming of the
1y A comm
ilefield. A school

and  churches

mity ook sShAps

was formed in

Aand  Sunday county

Wl It f,...|_"4 i cenler or the actor
W Lthe
Mashed

It was a true mixture ol

d tha

h hands and ranchers Tenr

ellowhouse, Spade () and

Town quadruples

The rng o

new
unity met World War | f the hammer went early
on business buildings in the
downliown seclion, on hew h!'l]n(‘l hy
on new churches, school
buildings. In one year— 1924 — Little-
field about quadrupled in size
Neighboring communities sprang
ff 1o sorve as a caplain up. Amherst, Spade, Pep, Whitharral,
that Littlefield took \nton. New schools were formed as
ride homes sprouted further oul. in the
with the yoars 1923 through 1929

directly. Several of its [inesi sons wenl wnd late

ff 1o fight in Europe. Une «
Richard New, s talented
cowbov who died in battle in France

-\th.‘ ¥

mapped and nur

7t Liem was
and likeabl the dorens
Even Duggtan. Sr

tured the new com
munity, weni
1,’"'.-- WAr was uty

day dawned

it
Fen |

It was simpler
fore Trains went
ANt racimentany
udimentary cCars

WAEONS

nnd

FHIS GROUP OF TWELVE MEN were the only men around in 1912 for
Thanksgiving Day dinner. The building behind them was a four-foot wooden wall
with a tent over the wop of it. Inside tubles were set up where the men could eat
Mr. Burge. left, was foreman of the experimental farm and his wife cooked for the
men

Littlofield took on the markings of n
city. with a bank, newspaper, theatre
carious merchantile places and in
1924 an electric plant. The &ty voted
o incorporate in 1924 and elected
Cogdill ity first rogular mayor

Crop were good and so Were prices
There and the inter
Roaring

WRS prosperity

g trimmings of the

rwenties: the fiapper, the satlor straw
and sports roadster and hathtub gin,
and spor ( .

or worse, There were new and larger

nterest

subdivistons and high |

achols
Texns

ew colloge at Lubbock
o

siarted In 1924, opened in 159

in
Tecl
All Littlefield turned oul for the
AP 114

Mountains of piled high =
and cotion

MG

ul harvest Lime

elevators

s inant
moved up W take Us predominant
wince in South Plains agriculture

N

sre were rumblings, and then the

warm. The 1929 crash
o renching the Littlefield area Hut

WAS B Year or

il cams and i_l!".\ prices i!;nn!!lld‘la'd

Bank deposits shrunk, [armers and

muerchants alike took ir It

their belts. It
Wis rough going

The new Deal eased the road some in
1933 Farmers learned a new system
of crop controls and price suppons
Then' came the dust bowl. The High
Plaing dust belt wrapped around Lamb
count¥; coupled with low farm prices
and high mortgages, it spelled finish
for many farmers. There was a period
of exodus, a pattern that was nation
wide for troubled people

Duggan elected
The strong young country tightened
Now
f camaraderi

up, but kept moving peopls

came in, 8 spirit
developed among those who rode out
the economic storm of the 19308
There wore many good days. The town
Arthur
mourned

nenrt

elected a state senator in 1532
P. Duggan, Sr.. and in 1935
his death
attack

A new, swank federal building went
up cGown at f'h!'][!- and Sixth, helped
along by Postmaster William D. T
Storey, of the

and a word alwavs for the Democratic

n Gonzales ol a

weslerm i.ii'. i;“_r

Krin

party. This was in 1940, the dedication
on Dk

before

5, almost exactly a year
the big jolt of pearl Harbor

rimly, Littlefield entered World
ir [1. There were pictures of her
an standing in recruiting lines

ember

young

on December 8. 1841. They went away

by the dozens, to places that hdd a
strange ring to the South Plains ear
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THIS 1S PHELPS AVENUE in Littlefield on » snowy morming in Foebry,
The picture was taken from the corner of what is now Phelps Ave wy

looking north on main street.

Muny were not o return.

These vears were grim, but busy
(;one were crop restrictions The word
was to produce more, and more, and
more. The South Plains did this, no
place more than Littlefield and Lamb
County.

Some farms here and there got even
more production, with a system of
irrigation from vast pools of water that
were tapped under the Plains. It was
a forecast of development that was to
push the South Plains to a new place
in agriculture

The war's end marked a change of
the guard in Littlefield, not sharp but
definite nevertheless. The 1913.26
generation transferred responsibility
to the World War 11 generation
Younger fuces cropped up regularly,
n husiness, in city and county places,
in all functions

Farming im pmved

Littlefield took a deep second breath
and was off into the long-striding
1850's. Colton acreage grew, and
vields zoomed with irrigation, and
ister with fertilizer. The new farm
generation, many of them college-
trained, applied and developed new
techmiques. The South Plains took a
large, significant place in the national
farm economy

There were many (),
WW II. New business hgial
up over town: Phejy
stretched out 10 fill moa
with commercial strug
filled, some stores moved
the main section, 1o anses
demand for more parking
parking. The ers of
three-car families came s g
Plus one or more pickups

The pattern changed by
the 1950's into the 60's spd B
houses in town, ol couyll
sudden surge in consng
population due Lo many b
several years of faltermg |
field of 1976 is differem bl
1913, and each passing w
unforeseen changes

But the spirit that bull i '¢8
of esteem over a period of iy
bresthes anew in citizens v
tomorrow as just another ba 0

|

AMHERST PAPER
Mrs. B. C, Linn begu
Amherst paper in Apri of |8
paper was called the " Ambe®
cate’’, and was n fourp
column weekly newspape:
The Lamb County Leade§

type and printed the pape

DEC. 7, 1787

DELAWARE

BECAME THE FIRST
STATE IN THE UNION,

Rest Home

385-3821

THE FOURTH STATE IN THE UNION,

GEORGIA
RATIFIED THE CONSTITUTION ON

JUNE 2, 1788

el L7
- :"ri'-. -
776

Littlefield Cleaners

Closed July 4-10

303 W, 4th 385-4633

PENNSYLVANIA

BECAME THE SECOND STATE
IN THE UNION ON
DEC. 12, 1787

Keeling Buick Co.

800 E. 4th 385-4933

&QHHN)%IEE_CTICUT

|

ON
JANUARY 9, 1788

Mangum-Hilbun
In. Agency

430 XIT Dr., 385-5131

NEW JERSEY

BECAME THE THIRD STATE

Hazel’s Beauty Shop

104 Phelps 385-4212

ON FEBRUARY 6, 1788
MASSACHUSETTS

Gymnastics
Of Littlefield
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' '_ pwn one cold day
hept riding until he
Ranch head-

He had come to the ranch with Mr,
and Mrs, J. P, White, part owners of
the Yollowhouse Ranch, and he began
work immediately as a ranch hand.

"I was just around doing all the odd
jobs that needed to be done. The ones
no one else done. The ones no one else
wanted to do," Walker recalled.

Iliness vanishes

He worked on the ranch for several
years, realizing after o few months,
that he was no longer ill. He was not
bothered with the illness that had
plagued him all through his college
days.

World War [ broke out, and the now
experienced cow hand joined the
Army. He served two years in the
Aviation Section of the Army Signal
(“orpu The end of the war brought

Walker Back to Littlefield, with little
knowledge as to what he wanted to do.

‘Ilived at the Littlefield Hotel, and
one day I made H. G. Tolbert an offer

RIng man of 22 but
t he had o do. He
from Texas A&M,

fe thought he had

§e wanted to spend

in the open &ir of

He wanted to be

B13, and the new,
Dany opportunities
fith ambition. And
i had the ambition
pecoed in whatever

*W. Walker, a greal
i Ceorge Littlefield,
irode through to get
ped after his great
to play just as
I the growth of the
his uncle had.

¥S MOUNTED with their extra
unts and chuck wagon posed

Jalute

""Mashed 0"

ON MAY 23, 1788

DUTH CAROLINA

CAME THE EIGHTH STATE

385.-4848

NEW YORK

E THE ELEVENTH STATE

ON
JULY 26, 1788

as they opened a roundup on the old
ranch, or Halsell ranch,

To The Original

Thirteen Colonies

Your Heroic Stand For Freedom Will Live Forever
In The Hearts Of Americans.

on hm grain company, and he said
okay,” Walker explained

Tolbert had started the company in
May of 1916, and Walker bought the
business in December of 1919,

The college graduate who had
sorved as o ranch hund and had had
two years in the Army, had a great
deal of work wo do. His newly scquired
elevator had a 10-car capacily, and he
had the first horse and buggy dump in
the area

Hard times

Times were hard for the new
businessman

“1 remember that first year very
well. We only received between three
and four carlonds of grain and most of
that was Sudan. The grainmen back in
1919 had a wough, hard row to hoe and
several starved out in a year or two,”’
Walker stated

“Why there is more grain being fed

M
R agt W T

day now, just on the
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South

“When |

1,400

Plu an | received in a whole year,
BOITIE Yo ey he continued

@y there was not much grain
produced in 1919 would be an under-
statement. To quote Walker,
slurty I il o farmer produced
pounds of grain o the acre

standing."'

i was

920 Walker was asked to

e owners asked me to run

nage the First National Bank

it, but

first

&rin
basis

alter six monthe they sold the bank to

another group,”” he explained
Walker's elevator put the

bushel of South Plains grain into the

government loan in 1944, Before

Eol on the highly competitive

that it 15 today, his elevator handled as

M
Vi

] 200

\n 886,000 fire swept the

|ET4in

Ry i

aperation on March 8,

from which Amherst was carved. This
picture was in the early 1900s.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

RATIFIED THE CONSTITUTION

ON

JUNE 21, 178,
TO BECOME THE NINTH STATE

Farmers Grain

623 W, Delano

411 Hall

Monroe Food Market

385-5040

ON NOV. 21, 1788

NORTH CAROLINA

BECAME THE TWELVETH
STATE IN THE UNION

385-3344

car-loands of grain

entire
1950

\'1. ‘1!"[]&‘! I||| i

falker got grain lndustry started

putting Walker ou

W business for pany, | AT
short time. Walker P..-.-i ancelled his loeal farmers and
insurance on the elevalor usl ZY dave Ir._.
before the fire, and th r i st story 0f the W
ruined him the old :
Frank James. well-knowr pioneer under the AITHe
resident of Littlehield, worked in the Ownersiig
elevator from the time Walker houstht \' I I i
- o nethons
it until James's death in 196) odern 1 '
It 18 e
Throughout 43 vears in the frosh air to waleh thi
"i ‘TI“-'. ‘ll".“.'l'\ Walker had na lrouble s th
with the illness that brought } ind bugy
in 1913, In 1950, | |
14|
curred, and this time it was dingnosed trl v
a8 asthma pound p
- ; propelle
Forced retirement
I hated
The man who came to Littlefield. wotse Lh
fresh out of school reg I #
himsell, did prove himself. He owned be as sctive os 1 liks
and operated Mrar vaskor every An I I
day lor 43 years, and fnally he had o end for | alk 4
give it up |1 \r vember of 1962, P. W plans for the it
Walker sold his interest in 1) lying a §
Dusine to the Fa s Lrain Con agricultur sl ¢

THE SEVENTH STATE,

MARYLAND

RATIFIED THE CONSTITUTION ,

ON
APRIL 28, 1788 '.

b vl"-ll ;

Duncan Motor Service
1002 Hall Ave.

._l
l
l

385-4850

VIRGINIA

BECAME THE TENTH STATE

IN THE UNION
ON

JUNE 25, 1788

Sunset Grocery &

Sunset Slope Mobile Home

385-3683

RHODE ISLAND

BECAME THE THIRTEENTH STATE

BY RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION
ON MAY 29, 1790.

S

W

The Gallery

306 Phelps

385-6262
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In Sept. 1777 the

LIBERTY BELL

was token from Independence Hall in
Philodelphio ond secreted beneath the
floor of the Allentown Zion Reformed
Church to prevent capture by the British.
The bell was kept there until June 27,
1778 when it was returned to
Independence Hall, On July 8, 1776 the
Liberty Bell runt out to proclaim the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

This glimpse of history is presented by

Dawid Bel!

OLDS-CADILLAC-PONTIAC-GMC, INC.

801 Hall

385-5171

BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN

was a noted statesman,
scientist in colonial Americo. His
greatest work was in helping the
colonies become a new nation. Franklin
helped to write the Declaration of
independence and then went to France
in 1776 to enlist France's oid to the
United States. He was the only man to
sign the four documents most important
in the founding of the United States: the
Declaration of Independence (1776, the
Treoty of Alliance with France (17781
the Treaty of Paris [1783], ond the
Constitution [1787].

This glimpse of history presented by

writer and

Littlefield
Frozen Food

385-3818

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
was approved on July 4, 1776 and
established the United States of Americo
as @ free nation. Only after extended
debate and some alteration Congress
adopted the instrument presented by
John Adoms, Roger Sherman, Robert
Livingston, Thomas JeHerson and
Benjomin Franklin. John Honcock waos the
first to sign the document.

This glimpse of history presented by

Farm Equipment Co,

LUBBOCK HWY,
385.5030
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Maude Street ran Gold
Star Cafe in 1924-1925

| got off the trmin a1 6 A.m. one
moming in 1924 and walked to the
nearest cafe for breakfast. | sat there
until 8 am. and still had not been
served when 1 got up and left, | guess
(hat incident gave me the idea to start
my own cafe
This was an incident told by Mrs
Miuude Street, former owner of the
Gold Star Cafe, which served most of
the town during 1924 and 1925

Mrs. Streel had just come to
Littlefield that February morning in
@24, to stay with some relatives who
ived outside of Listlefield

No one in town knew these people,

and it took me most of the day to get to
their home, When | finally did get
there, | had barely settled down when
| decided o go right back to town and
buy some land: | wanted to open a
cale,” reported Mrs, Street

She was n war widow of a couple of
vears, and Mra. Street needed to make
&0 money, She was receiving
nsurance from her husband's policy,
but the money wasn't lasting very
lung, and she was eager to begin
working

Her first day in Littlefield she
bought the land for the future cafe and
woarding house, and the next day she
frove to Olton to get the deed signed,

[ had Lo pay cash for the land, but |
got the lumber for just a few hundred
dollars down. 1 also got the carpenters
right away, but they had to be paid
when they were finished. ' So | wrote a
bachelor uncle for some money, and in
March | opened the cafe.”” she
continued

Mrs. Street (at that time she was
called Ma Foster) had un old timers
gathering for her open house

In those days when a business
opened 8 big get-together was held, 1
invited all the first settlers to come as
specinl guests, and | served pie and
coffee. Littlefield was a booming town
then and people were coming from all
aver the country to buy the land. That
tirst night there were so many people
ot the cafe | was afraid I wouldn't have
enough pie and coffee to go around,”
Mry, Street pointed out

Bul she made it through the first
night. and through another year

5th & XIT DR.

The upstairs of the building had 18
rooms in which she kept regular
boarders,

“I catered o regular boarders
because I didn't have 1o change the
bedding every day with them. That
sounds funny today, but in those days
we didn't have running water. We had
to carry the water in tubs from the old
Garland building, We had a terrible
time trying to cook for hall the town, in
addition to keeping hoarding
house clean,”” she said

Mrs. Street went into detal in
||l“-lt.'7ihlﬂﬂ the probilems and udvan
tages of the cafe

“We cooked with coul, and smoke
wis everywhere in that kitchen. | wore
out three stoves attempting Lo cook on
them. We had to cook all the food we
could gel, because those men wanted
food that would stick with them. And
did they ever eat!

“"We served meals family style: all
they could eat for 50 cents, ' she
explained

When it came to buying food. Mrs
Street bought most of her meat in
town, but went o the larmers for her
vegetables.

“"We would go oul early in the
morning and get big pots of beans,
polstoes, corn; just anvthing we could
find to buy. On the way back 1o town,
the girls would begin to shell the
beans, so they would be ready o cook
when we got back.’' she recalled
humorously.

Mra. Street used high school girls as
waitresses in the cafe

"I paid them $1.00 a day plus board,
and most of them stayed with me at
night. We all slept in the same room
and at night we would sit sround and
iron out all the problems we were
having. Those little girls were just
lovely, and they all worked so hard,’
she stated.

“There was no running water in the
building, so the girls and | would go
next door to White's Laundry and use
their shower. The whites put in their
laundry when they realized they would
have steady business just doing the
laundry for our business, " Mrs, Strest
laughingly reported.

She guily told of the trouble she had
with the cooks

T here was never a greater need

for rededication. ..

United we stand , . . divided we fall. We need US| And
America needs usl Let's become hearty patriots again,
This 4th let's salute our Rag with renewed gusto and
rededicate ourselves to the American way of life,

TASTY TACO

LILY AND CHARLIE LARA

We would get a cook who gener-
ally would stay only a couple of days
They were usually transients, and you
could never depend on them to stay
(nee 1 told a man to sleep In the
chicken coup for the night, because I
all ready had a cook, but | knew he
wuu!dr-'f he with use very long,” she
commented

Mre. Street explained the esting
situation in the town. '‘There waore
sovernl cales in town, and lhl'}' ﬂ” hfld
a lot of business. We didn’t have any
maore customers than the others |1r||h-
ahly. but our ‘family style' meals were
2 ;O_;\oui wolling points. We sold meal
tickels to the construction men work-
ing on the buildings around town, in
addition to the real estate men who
traveled back and forth each week

“Our dining roem would hold
hetween 50 and 60 persons, and it was
about 256 x 40 feet in dimension
Sunday's were the worst davse, The
girls and | would get up early and
prepare as much as possible. The girls
would go o Sunday School, but
couldn’t stay for Church. By the time
church was out, it seemed like the
whale town was in our place. No one
cooked on Sunday's, they all ate out.”’

in telling of some of her most
memorial experiences, Mrs, Street
recalled about a farm family who had
come Lo town for a curnival, Seven
members of the family came in and
ordered the special chicken dinner. A
sign outside had wld them that the
chicken dinner was 50 cents. After
thev had eaten, the older woman laid a
50 cent piece on the table and the
group prepared to leave. Mrs. Street
had to explain to them that the sign
meant 50 cents for each chicken dinner
served, not 50 cents for all of them
Those poor people owed me
around &6 or $6, but 1 remember [ got
all the money they could scrape
together at that time...which was
$2.85,"" Mrs, Street thoughtfully

stated

There were many hardships in those
days, but in recalling the incidents,
Mrs. Street says, *| don't know how |
did it. but those days really were
hilarious!"’

385-6124
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Happy 200
Birthday,

America)

A

The first A

The young Philadelphia widoy
chosen by the Congressional co
of George Washington, Major Roy s
Robert Morris. The flag wos Wogy
ton's own design and representedy
equality, purity and couroge of ¢
original thirteen colonies.

This glimpse of history is presentsd e

LITTLEFIELD |
ROOFING

ROUTE 1
385-5680

"The British are coming, the Brity
coming" cried

PAUL REVER:

on his midnight ride on April 10!
Revere rode to worn the colonish
impending attack by the British g
lanterns were to be disployed |1
British went by sea ond one
they went on lond. When th
lanterns signaled the British me
sea, Revere rowed his small bor
the English ships to Charlestown
he mounted his horse and bege
historic ride.

This glimpse of history is pr

23, 1779 Jones and his Hogship
one of the great battles in novel
With both his ship and the British
flames, Jones answered the
commander's demand for

saying, "I have not yet begun 10
and his

battle.
This glimpse of history is §

B&C Pump

&
Machine Works

304 5. Lake
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THE BEST FARM LANDS

Famous Shallow Water Belt of the Upper Brazos Valley, Texas. Rich Land, Ideal Climate,
Low Prices, Easy Terms

[TLEFIELD LANDS

FVERY AURE TWINS- LEVEL-ALL 1

" RAWLINGS-KNAPP REAL”rY COMPANY
 Bullding GENERAIL AGENTS

\  ARTHUR P. DUGGAN, pager

rs who had already purchased land.

irly land sales aimed
' German immigrants

arly settlers in
mb County were
gond generation
ntries, and seek-
8 be owned with
o

season to pay for the land upon which agents.
it grew, 1 believe crops will do this
every year it the present price of land,
if handled according to the methods
ndvocaled and demonsiruted by the
Santa Fe's Agricultural Department
g here from the experts.”’

g8 and Missouri,
way as Canada, A
 Mennonites were
@sidents and pro-
Jand sales sought
argest Mennonite

6 percent interest.

R. F. ORMSBY

The Santa Fe was an interested
participant in the land sales. Twice a
month, on alternating Tuesdays, a
train for prospective land buyers was
run out of Kansas City with stops at
Kansas and Oklashoma towns enroute.
A flat verate of 830 per passenger ''to
bona fide home seekers’’ was made for
the round trip.

"This includes sleeping car, meals
at the famous Harvey eating houses,
all hotel bills and automobile rides; in
fact, everything needed to make the
round trip in comfort.™

Since some of these services were
shared by the land agents, possibly
the land salesmen underwrote the
special rates since the offer specifi-
cally excluded "'tourists or joyriders."*

The Rawlings Land Company of
Kansas City, Mo., were the general

d. surpassed.
rature on lands

p 1914 and 1915
in background of
jber of pictures of
¢ included in a
ng the praises of

barely mentioned.

me largely from
sales to Kansans
joup included J. C.
L. Loowen—there
families repre-
e, A. L. Schallen-
rg, M. E. Med-
bews, P. J. Klans-
d, and a number of

° e
4" letters from set-
o Like these prices?
the Littlefield land
un acre.
= read: These were in effect in Littlefield in
ROP PAYS FOR 1923, when a 48-pound sack of flour
NL was @ usual family purchase,

ment in Lamb County.

family size— just a regular husky can
CARLSON of pork and beans. It cost 11 cents in
pugh feterita this this ad.

Days To Remember...

w.October 6-19, 1781
-_" he Battle Of Yorktown,

ader.

or Cornwallis’ Troop Suffered 8,700,

We Salute The American Idea.

Littlefield Service Center

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI ‘

ICE  went on & comprehensive sales pamphlet for Littlefield Lands, prepared by the Rawlings- -Knapp
nsas City, Mo. It was distributed throughout the Midwest, and gave yields of various crops, details of climate

Terms for the lands were one-third
cash, balance in 10 equal payments at

Crops that would grow in the rich
Lamb County srea were cataloged
and included fruits, maize, comn,
peanuts—which were pushed as feed
for hogs—watermelons, oats, alfalfs,
wheat, sweet potatoes, grapes, and o
wide range of garden vegetables.

Pictures supported the enthusiasti
claims, all of which have since, been

Cotton, which was to become the
major crop of all the South Plains, was

A weather chart showing that Little-
field had relatively cool summers was
printed for northerners who feared the
Texas summers might be too hot.

The bright facts aside, the Littlefield
Lands psmphlets included cheering
songs of verdant soil, fair climate and
fine people, set to familiar music

Most of the land sales were of
spunish labors, a 177.1 acre tract
which still is the standard measure-

Dairy Les Milk cost a nickel,
presumably a quarter. Hooker lye was
going item and the old Post Toasties,

d years ago and This was a day when a can of pork the kind that came in a big yellow box,
f land. This land is and beans was a standard size, and were just 12 cents.
now worth $30 per recuired no definition other than a
op would more than price, It was not & 2% can, or a 3083, or Fresh produce was an item for

summer seasons, It was a simpler
menu those days, and & can opener
was a most necessary household item.

The Revolution-
‘ar’s Last Major Battle, Saw The British

American Casualties Under General
¢ Washington Were 262 While British Com-
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“‘We pledge to each

Ofbé)?/‘ OUr Lzves , OUV
Fortunes and our

sacred Honor.

The Declaration of Inde-§
pendence heralds the birth
of our nation—and backs it
up with something more
than noble sentiment. The
document ends with a
!- mutual pledge, in which the
26 signers made a sweeping
commitment—putting ev-
erything they had on the

line . . . reputations, prop- \ 4
erty, even life itself . . . in
support of justice and free-
dom as God-given rights . .
. the guiding principles of a

new American way of life:
“We hold these truths to be
&%  self-evident, that all men
| are created equal, that they
are endowed by their
Creator with certain un-
alienable rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.”
It’s 200 years now since
those words were written,!
and men of each generation

Happy
Birthday

America!

have given their lives to.
protect them. Others have*
lived their lives to affir

them . . . and to renew theét
pledge: that freedom is ¢ _,
worth taking risks for, sincg® #
nothing is safe without it

First

' National
Bank

337 Phelps Ave.
385-4441

:
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lashed O:

Mrs, Lester LuGrange. the Leader town of Amherst, where the Estes
W8 regular Amherst correspon- Brothers, buffalo hunters, had estab-

i, wrote this article in 1963 for the lished n bachelor camp in 1885
tefield Golden Anniversary [ssue ) in addition to the original purchase
Hy LENOR LaGRANGE in 1801, Mr, Halsell in 1904 started
Sxty-two vears ngo Mr. W. E buving school land located in the sand
vell of Indian Tetritorv purchased hills, At the same time he started
36 acres of Springlake and Yellow selling farm land north of the sand
180 lands ul £2 an acre. This was hills bringing northern buyers from

i the Llano Estado of Staked Hereford in horsedrawn hacks
the XIT Ranch At this time his son, Ewing, became
srRest ranch under genernl manager for the Halseli

] 1 p N interassy
M the time Mr. Halsell bourht this In 1823 it was decided to sell Sod
e DOy fialo stangs and House Pasture us farm land and i
elope Wi niumerous in the wild establish the town of Amherst. Several
and years prior the Santa Fe Railroad had
nbroken crossed the west end of the pasture
and built & depot- named Amherst by a
was the a raliroad official- hence the town-l
ot be built was given this name.

os wost of Lhe The land at that time sold for 825 an
senl Law FEarth. There was als nere, All farming was dey lund. Since
sod  House draw then it has been proven that under the
@ present whole ranch there is ample water for

irrgation, making it one of the best
farming sections in Texas
" in 1925 they agreed to sell thmt
tl I]('l] t)s On portien of the ranch where Earth is
- located. The town was first called
Fairlawn and lster Tulse. The post
office department notified authorities
% ‘lle t() {ret l] er that this ;.u_:.'.-- wiso could not be used
= When this word was received. s
olorful character, Daddy Reeves, who
operiated the hotel built by Halsell,

S— u thnd \ nd v :;-. exclaimed “We've gol more earth
— shind South Plains about the hore than anything else- let's call it
Phedis fmale sha Walda Earth”. The sand was blowing that
e : unty: doy and the name stuck. The land
thwest ares of the old Yellowhouse around Earth also sold for $25 an acre
' . __ n 1923 and In 1963 u farm that originally sold at

» House Land that price sold for 8625 an acre
Today the Mashed O Ranch consists
' ™ of approximately 80,000 acres, of

which sbout 6,000 scres are farm

§
JAnds

several places in the sand hills on
¥ Lhe ranch are known to be spots where
; i indians  bved. Arrowheads, spear-

heads, many meces of POtlery contiin-

ing definite markings could be found

W e ™ .
! The lmte W. J. McMillan, Lubbock.
L ]

many hours on the ranch hunting
refics

I e rli Mr. W. E. Halsell was 8 colorful

+ ' P character, very handsome, more than

' - : six feet tall, with sharp black eves and

o v o & wealth of snow white hair, He was

(T FO : SCHRL 8 one-eighth Cherokee Indinn, which

e T e e Conisderacy was revealed in his gifts of brightly
gilt of nole was the Wrenn

colored beads, neckloces and set
rings. He was a8 wealthy man. When

rary, bought in 218 for 8226,.000.
nJohn H, Wrenn in Chicago. This

wotion of 5,300 books 15 one of the
English literature and cop-
ns several onginal manuscripts of

f ik

ted English writers ¢ Elizabe-

Beguests 1o the University in his will

it the Alice Littlefield d irmitory,
1 ated 27, and paid $650,000
vards the struction of the Uni-
ity K

Thers wa twilight lor the major
ene gifts marked his law davs, and
eating up of fetime of fruntful

L w g €586 CNlerprise
bk - . od lifetime care lor
Lni CRITI8
vounded from ths il tf!-'](! and
SUrvVIve Ma Littlefield "1y
me 15 years. He was buried near the
MY ir Lhi .\: : ""I‘ll“'_\ as

iLiel

Monumen major s Llife work
mawned in the people with whom he
IS SANOCIALE many who became
“nill K he association
hese Wi argaely  nephews uand

eCes, wWho were the major’s family
When he Liesid November 10
g r ! been with the
abisfaction of 8 man who fought the
ood figh he creeks of Chick
imauga. through the stete halls of
texas, om the tralls and ranges of a

territory thut challenged the best in a
man
Major Learge Lutlefield, not a Arge

man in physical stsure, strode Texas

On this occasion, we join with the
people of Littlefield and Lamb County in

saluting America on its 200th Birthday
> and the progress of this area, It is in=
deed o real pleasure to be on integral
part of such o fine section of this great

country. . .and we pledge to continue

to grow with it year by year.
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Halsells settle Amherst, Earth sites

n us seven-league radition And

when he rested the tralls he travelled THE FIRST GROWING season in Littlefield for Preacher A, L. Marris yielded o
remained, to make the way easier and bumper crop of watermelons, The Morris family came w the area in 192} and
orighter for many generstions that received their first crop in the fall of 1924, Headed grain is piled oo the ground by
follow him the tamily barn. and the walermelons were grown on the sod lund pear the hous

asked on one occasion, 'How does a
man sccumulate u fortune?'" his reply
was, by being a good trader

If you have visited the West Toxas
Museum al Texas Toch you have seen
him ae he depicts the cattleman in the
mural in the rotunda, painted by the
New Mexico nrtist, Peter Hurd. Jt Is a
very good likeness. The mural shows
men and women prominent in West
Toxas' beginning. He died in 1934 at
84 years of age

The lateé humorist Wil Rogers. a
friend of the Haleells in Oklahomas
visited the Mashed O Ranch severs
times, When there he holped with the
roundup, branding, or uny othet
activities going on al the time. In fact
he visited the ranch just a few weoks
before he made the fight to Alaska
which ended in his death in Augums
1935. He was a contemporary of Ewing
Hasell's, and attended the Willie
Halsell College in Oklahoma

How did the ranch get its name
which is its brand, The Mashed 07 W
E. Halwell was 8 partner in what is now
Oklahoma. The brand was the three
inked O's, When the partnership was
dissalved he seprated the branding
iron U's, ook one of the O's and
hummered it slightly. The Mashed O
resulied

Several years ugo the company pul
in their own feed lot near the ranch
headquarters. They installed modern
feeding pens. All the feed is ground
and mixed in an up-to-dute plant at the
lots. Most of the grain, ensilage and
slfaifa used is grown on company
lands. They now feea more then 2,000
head annually, most of which is
trucked to Lubbock, Fort worth and
Oklahoma City.

A few years ago 354 acres of ranch
land in the sand hills, five miles south
of Earth was sold to the Southwest
Public Service Company for their huge
Flant X. It furnished electric power for
Western Texas and Fastern now
Mexico, They had the water right to
40,000 neres

The ranch has access (o su fBce
water, and for stock purposes A]
though they have severn! wells o the
water-right land, very seldom i mon
than one well pumping st a time. Th
waler used at the plant is said o be
used aboul six Limes

The ranch maintsins a remundn of
more than 100 saddle horses, and the
cowbaoys enjoy good food served in the
ranch kitchen and the life in the bunk
house,

Fieldton Co-op Gin

2624374

America: Past, Present
And Future. Here’s
To Our Next 200!

Our Bicentennial. It means more
to Americans than just o celebration,

It serves as a stepping stone to the fu-
ture. It's a door leading to bigger and

better achievements.

It's an opportunity for all of us
to look back ot our great historical '
struggle for Democracy. To look at the
present and see how much has been
accomplished in only 200 years,

And, perhaps most important, it
enables us to see that the future of

America now lies in
all of us, as American
edge and foresight
200 years even befter
Happy birthday Americ

IRST

JEDERAL

“the best one for your money”

OUR hands. And
s, have the knowl-
to make the next
than the first,

S R s 1 03 000




pod in the June
rsary lasue of
L It is reprinted

bof 1912, while in
gr, W. G. Street,
Duggan. Dr.
iy er Lo move to

ind stated that his
' gan, was estab-
bom the Plains to be

'P. Duggan and
mbtire on Littlefield.
,ﬂld his brother,
i¢ 1o Littlefield in
look over the
.'I general mer-

d what they saw
proceeded to
Clint’s Cafe is
| they ordered
gre building. The
iding March 1st,
b, who freighted

Bt Abernathy by
pen  here about
pd for Mr. John slabs,
Mrs. Guy Willis.
pd left Littlefield
i he was married to
gy relumed to
band stayed in the
ptil a house could
he first bride in

Street:

Ine of first area merchants, civic leaders

relatively

who was

W‘lml'

charter member of the Baptist Church
and the only nctive charter member of
' the Woman's Club,

pial 1ssue. ) Dad and Unele John opened a
1 JR. general mercantile store under the
name of Street Brothers selling gro-
ceries, dry goods, and hardware, They
later moved across the street to a
location occupied by a pant
Anthony's and Ben Franklin Store and
incorporated their business under the
name of Lamb County Mercantile
P Dad immediately Company,

Dad once told me that when he was
in business in Mexia he was accus
tomed o selling
quantities of groceries
consumption, and was certainly not
prepared for ranch business,

One of his first customers was the
late Tom Armett,
foreman at the old Spade ranch. Mr,
Amett pulled in with his buckboard
and said that he would like to get a fow
groceries, The first item he asked for
was some bacon so Dad picked up the
slab and his knife and asked Mr.
Arnett how much he wanted. Mr.
Amett told him he guessed about three

He then asked for some beans and
Dad picked up an ordinary sack and
said, "'How many?"'
"Aw, a hundred pounds.” And when
he next asked for
decided that he wouldn’t need a paper
sack at all. He didn't, as Mr. Amett

Mr. Amet said,

of

small
for home

then

Dad

After buying almost the entire stock of
groceries, Mr. Arnett had it loaded on
his buckboard and said, ‘'Charge it,"
with 2 & wave of his hand, Dad said
this was a new experience because
where he came from people arranged
for credit in advance,

Another new experience in store for
Dad was the old Western custom of
drinking with & man or insulting him.
On one occasion, a man, who later
became o good friend of Dad's, pulled
out a bottle and passed it around
When it came to Dad, he declined
without thinking any thing ebout it as
he just did not drink. The fellow took
his bottle, stormed out of the store,
and didn't get over it until he later
learned that Dad did not drink on any
occasion and meant no offense

Dad was a charter member of the
First Prosbyterian Church, the Jodal
Masonic Lodge, and the Rotary Club.
He was elected to the school board in
April of 1915 because and as a result
of, according to Fred Hoover, my birth
the preceeding February, Fred said
that he and some of the boys decided
that since Dad was a family man he
ought to serve on the school board and
a0 they elected him.

He Inter served on the school board
on one or two other occasions and for
many years served as secretary and
treasurer, writing all the checks at no

pay
He was the first treasurer of the
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as Master in the year 1938-1039. For

many years he served as secretary of
the lodge and was lster granted o
lifetim; membership in it

. During World War I he served as
County Food Administrator, and
human nature not having changed,
had quite & few problems with people
honrding food. On two or three
occasions he had to confiscate the

excess food and bring it to town for
proper distribution

The minutes of the City of Littlefield
reflect that on May 11th, 1926, W. G
Street was appointed City Commis-
sioner L. R Crockett, Mayor, and
J. M. Biokes, Commissioner, to fill the
unexpired term of Commissioner P
W. Walker; who resigned

The minutes also state that L. R

Crocks was elected .“ﬂ_Vur' . O

Stone and W, G, Strest were slected
City Commissioners in April of 1027
Again the minutes state that W. G

Street resigned as commissioner on
February 27, 1928

Continued on Page 8

W. . STREET opened his first store
in Littlefield in 1913, He served at
different times ns county commission-
er and city secretary, the latter on a
“temporary’’ basis for 28 years. Sireet
died in 1956,

SECT. 4, PAGH

Littlefield Masonic Lodge and served

B8 sole surviving  bought about two hundred pounds.
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200 years ago, in 1776, the members of the Continental Congress
took their bold stand before the world . . . and a new nation was
born. Today, in the dedicated spirit of the founders, let us all
mutually pledge to each other that the Freedom so fearlessly proe-

laimed, so dearly won, so bravely defended through 200 years,
vhall forever endure.

Lamb "ount

Ed Jenn

Farm Bureau

-Agency Manager
Littlefield

Your 100%
d -Home Operated
rmarket

708 W. Delano 385-4489
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The last roundup on the famed His son, W. D l'om Arneit, of the last cattle herd. There was a big n a long north-south span, ranging
Spade Ranch was held i Octaber, Spade ranch foreman In fts last 15 barbecue with everyone eating sitting from elght to 13 miles in width
1924, when & nostalgic group gathered vears, directed the final roundup on the ground, cowboy style. And then The 1924 roundup did .""' wind up
for the final ranch asctivity before Arnett retamed a connection with the there was a final rodeo, from wild ranching entirely on the Spude, but it
the pening of the lands for sale ad Spade and Elwood interests until his brianic riding to wild cow mill:i.ng_ was finally closed out in the montha
Inrm iracis death Elwood recalled h“l‘“}' tl“‘ Flfl)' heaidl ns ..u“,.,.,hng pastures were
The roundup brought in 8,200 head (n rnlmdui\ dav, he replied davs of the Splil(\ one of two ranches old for farm lands
of 3-year-old steers that were sold to questions about the future with 'l hils father bought from John W. and \ big opening of the land area (0 be
an Empons, Kansas, feedor for o guess 'l buy me o milk cow and a pair W. H. Snyder who lived near the town 4 was held on October 6, 1924, by
reported $470,000. Four trains of 44 of long ears and raise colton of thal name Vatson. First offerings inoluded ,
cars each were required to move the Alsa there for the melancholy The father was |. L. Elwood, one of A 00 scres that ran from Danforth o
cattie o market pccasion was ebulbient Stanley Wal the inventors of barbed wire who was witeh on the Santa Fe— 12 miles east . i
About 200 persons Lok pan in the son, whirlwind Kans, City relator wiy in Texas promoting its sale when he Littlefield = to Hart's Camp pas : N L p—m _‘
Inst roundup, ir ng W L Elwood alrendy was selling the [arm sites hought the first ranch, Renderbrook, v A ares that came within six “ 1 ! - - n
ranch owner in 1924 and son of 1. 1 160-acre tracts. Watson had just sold near Colorado City. This was 130,000 ou of Littlefield
Elwood, who established the Spade 36 the Sod House pasture, the present actes a Coke'" Hopping of Little Early-day cott0n 8l
yoars befors Amberst area, for the Halsells intores In 1R8]l he bought the Sn_vd«rs ’ ikt Lamb County judge, soon
- With him was ““Uncle Dick”" Amett, n vear or so before north pasture, 128,000 acres in Lamb, wu salow agent for the Spade land IN 1927, several men around Spade built & cotion sled 1o help in
4 first foreman for the “.l"l" when it There was festivity along with the Hockley, and HBII"__" counties Thl." . urih and Hockles counbies He sometimes tronhlesome crop wl“" m'db necond 'mm left angd j“
o R yea 1 and still a last roundup. A photographes recorder was named the Spade ranch and ‘ d details of the innd i right, bullt the sied, With them is Frank Nelson of Dimumiy, Iify
| Owmal the occasion, getling n PANOFAMIC View o "l‘l'.'dll”_l‘ o'nln.r]ﬁ‘d to 262,000 ACTeN, te the time of his desth in 1904 W aseom of Mrl"ntliﬂg. Calif.
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From Page 7

Street:

pon Lthe resiymalion ol & ¢
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1iff as City Secretary in August of
L . .
h I8 Digd agresd o serve s ULy
- Secretary on o temporary basis. [t was
Il.ﬂf 1 1 i T Hd  that
S -y,
| . year re n 194
J
shalt was Lhe longest temporary sob he
king 0o my good nend
ries D). Jones, our County Clerk, |
e found out something that | didn't even

kriow, or had forgotten. Charlie found
he Commissimer's Court Records

hat on September W) 18 WG

.“’:.

. e it e ."‘- 1
§- 7 nén he resigned and was

idge R, C. Hopping
Wi A i ; grandinther of our

¥ t Lnstrict Judge, Pat Buone Jr

| I ¥ B %

i JANUBIY -4 LRl Was
I mey i ring the |.n"|A

ps of the Salvmtion Army here

Littlefield was then and is now one of
ot the, smuillest Lown in the United
States to have a Salvation Army Corp

200 Years,

Dad served on the first advisory board
sF thé Lew sl (¢ ,.P _,1..,1 { memory
serves me correctlv, was chairman of
the building committee that helped
erect the present Salvation  Army

huilding
Salvation Army begun

As City Secretary Dad came in
eontact and got acquainted with the
indigent people of the City of Little-
field which convinced him of the nead
and valve of the Salvation Army. He
surved on the local adwisory board for
several vears, and helped it to become
firmly established as one of our
religious-wellare organizations

When Dad and Mother first came to
Littlefield, there was literally a ‘sea of
grass in every direction. Antelope
ouid be Killed in the present ity
limits and covoles and skunks raided
Mother's chicken pen located on the
iite of the present Education Building
if the First Hn:.l'.n: Churgt Cattle
drives down Main Sireet were com
manplace and fences had to be built

iround the planted trees to protect

them from the livesinck T wit
nessed the change of Littlefield and
Lamb County from *'Brands of Old o

Lands of Gaid

I am proud of the part the W. G
Streets had in the development of
Lamb County and the City of Little-

field

The signing of the Declaration
of Independence was a truly great

moment, Let's kr-f'p all that it stands

Jor in mind as we complete the first

r

TG Y

m’ family centers
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Last round-up at Spade ranch

1. 0. 0.0 .0.0.6 6.8 & fk*_***“ﬁ:

Mk ok ke sk e vk v kv vk e vk vk vk ke ok e ok ok ok ok ok Rk e ok i ok ok

“Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or
political . . . peace. commerce, honest friendship with all nations . . . the support of
the state governments in all their rights as the most competent administrations for
our domestic concerns . . . and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican
tendencies . . . the preservation of the general government in its whole constitutional
vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace at home and safety abroad . . . freedom of
religion, freedom of the press. freedom of person under the protection of the habeas
corpus; and trial by juries impartially selected, These principles form the bright con-
stellation which hus gone before us. and guided our steps through revolution and re-

formation.™

That's how Thomas Jefferson. author of the Declaration of Independence, described
the American spirit . . . a certain sense of fairness and balance born of a fervent de-
dication to life. liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. On this . . . our nation’s 2001k
birthday . . . we honor the memory of that great man and renew our allegiance to the

guidelines he set (orth for the care and preservation of our basic American freedoms.

miinnn.  Lamb County

us l“lrrl_\ . at the same
time."

Summary View of the i;:l()(‘tric CO" OP In Ct

R‘g’lh of British
.‘mrn'u

“We hold these traths to be 2415 S. Phelps

selfsevident—that all men are

created cqual 3

Dielarstion of 385-5191

‘lldl',‘wru‘e-m o

“Errar of opinion may be toler-
sted where reason is left free 1o
combat it."

First Inaugural

Address, Mareh 4. 1801



First train in Littlefield--1913
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M BAND, 1940 Teacher: Mise  Sammie Joan Wallice, Lecile. Third Row: Georgia
Jeft Band Leader: Ellen Webb  Shore, Betty Ann Smith, Billy June Chesher, Doretta
Froni row, L to K: Billy Green, Wilson, Jacklyn Evans, Dorothy Nell Turner, Joyce
Rex Lakey, James Burl Johnson, Ann Caraway, Patsy May Young, Edith Emmons.
n, Kenneth Niskern. Second row:  Back Row: Dan Jackson, Eugene Edwards, Muarvin
Donne Joy Cothar:, Betty Cowan, Pounds, Kennith Evins, Olga Ancenec, Thetagene
hews, Oma Dee McCormick, Billy  Ross, unknown, Donns Vaughn Richardson, Verne
nita Penner, Emma Lou Bolton, Ellen Lichte.

e
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Frozen water tank
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First residence in Littlefield--1913

Land buyers in front Lfd.’s first hotel --1913

.
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|
' 1913 f ‘em all
1 1715 Tete tops 'em a

|

i

l slebration satly-day touring cars, rnging e

' s today will have lllll..lf.-tlllln area. Many of these polten

l mutlch the tial purchasers, brought out b tand

l P when the '1u|-r’qi~

|' fiedd was officially named There were tubs of ce wnler and

' Sunts Fe traw AT soft drirks. The day saw iypical pleni

' W ovents, races and contests and, of

l g e A mitchs vilown COUESE, ST hes on the brght future

' ¢ I iy harboecynd, all of 8 new fronbier

' sidents  piiehe n 1y prepare Lhe Actually, the train arrivel wWas s

1 g e and  adl special happening . The track had been

. ty finished from Coleman 0 Littlefield

! hut regular service had not been

1 ng & train rolled in fron started and the train turned around

! ooting  hiending and went hack that afternocn, with an »

' srs of residents, to mark a .n'.[n!le |.|l.t- u[-f“ﬂ".t' Y--!.:_“.:;u‘i\.ﬂ'.:\lil.:rr-r:':- thiss A LARGE CROWD gathered around temporary lllhlf}h ::il . e .
' . . .i w“ .!.t. : : .'1-rr.—‘ :Il'-il' i|:1 Hl:!- ;:m}« of speakers 'n enjoy a big holiday pienie in the new own of l.'““;{:'hljlu-m:a ' ll I ‘1_ 4 1 9 l 3 celebrathn ;“‘. -
: 2 o el e luy when the Plains will bloom like » and refreshments are stacked up on two Wagons it d b , '."I' ¢
l g II‘ “‘-I-I T ol the wables. The festivities of the dn} included a dance i v -

: s PR i the arrival of the first Santa Fe (rain

'-—-------------------------------—---

* CHRONICLE OF FREEDOM

O Jannar

On March 5.
into firing upon a mob of jeering Boston pat

: e — — : — p . . _
10, 1776, a young patriot named Thomas On February 17, 1776, the 1st Continental Navy was gl s - Sl

Puine published a fiery pamphlet, “*Common Sense,™ put to sea when Commaodore Feek Hopkine sailed to

| : : deca Brom: e Britih an event commonly referred to as the Boston Ma
CImanoing it l'lll". aence 1] ~ nil.

Ohesk Tie Ce

1028 E. 9th
385-5126

Chesapeake Bay to break the British naval blockade.

CACTUS SQUARE
RESTAURANTS

1000 W. 10th
385-5022

Sagebrush Inn and Chaparral Resturant

LITTLEFIELD
GARDEN CENTER

385-6160

"“"We'll Grow On You"

On July L

On Augnst 10, 1831, it is believed that the name “Old
Glory™ was given 10 the flag when Charles Daggent said.
Yy ship, my country. my flag. Old Glory,"

1776, Congress adopled the Deelaration

On Seprember 23, 17 1 , Commander John Paul
said the immortal words, “I have not yet begun 1o
and defeated the British in a famous battle at sea.

of Independence, a document proclaiming that the

t'nfnnlr- be “free and illlil'lwl'nli‘l'll ﬁlilh‘s.“

LITTLEHELD
FEEDERS INC.

385-5141

KOUNTRY BOY

Littlefield Plaza
385-4639

G&.C AUTO suprrL!

700 E. 4th 385-4431
Littlefield

Double S& H Green Stamps
Tuesday & Saturday

Also in Sudan & Anton
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\d boom bash:

Early townspeople open city with celebration

JERS headquarters. A hotel wns needed By the end of February, the hotel onsidor an official opening for the gince April to muke this o memorable

Jer
Lands Company l':;l;:llrhelr!:;“l:ﬂ-ﬂil. t?hicj‘:’h rrmimi-!r:ip WAS far ndvam{'ﬂd. and was completed I“ town of Littlefield. Arthur P day . ine ro
nonstration farm in vighbort w—"‘ Al and other in March, 1913 . Diggan nlnd Major Littlefield ngreed A land auction, Littlefield's first branding
n A buyers to this :‘l:!“lld beﬂhgd ‘;m '.(: mnr; "“uj‘ On the M_nrt'h 5-6 opening, 40 the opening day should be in the passenger train, a big noon meal of ing exhib
it well was put down o " :!10 ; n one Ry &n IIP’\'" prospectors filled the bright yellow ummer when the high winds had barbecued beel, beans, and chuck & dans
',';-. king water that :m’ ‘mT oF the prospective buyer to Casa Amarillo Hotel, two to a bed, and eased. Hopefully there would b wagon dishes, a 16-piece band, » Cisa
Boft and delicious to nspect land. overflowed onla pallets in the com- overal more farm houses sestiered speech. rods and a big dance was night. F
-2 pany office, the wagon yard, and the vound town, much of the ground enough W bring everyone from miles .....» ek
fame office building Hotel started lumber company office, would be broken, if there was suffi sround 1o town it
BBt on the farm that Arthur P. Duggan secured bids for Meantime. W. G. and J. T, Street et rain 'and the railrond \Ln}}.'d have Cotton bagging was strung on poles Bt
ihe fair grounds are &b 35 roous Hioked 4 564 thas ontrset i were in the process of building » llll,'y v -I-J1 Why not choose Ih: Fourth of to -.-t-u.J ff the beaming sun. Edward S e
d o public windmill December. 1912, Promptly eight car hardware store. (While work was July lor the grand opening R h'."" Lhe ~'.u".. commissioner of P
wd on the square penters were busy erecting the two- being done on the hotel, the men were 1400 attended .quu‘u.:-.r._- and a distant relative of i
L A brought so many story frame building, using materials living in the land office On the: sl ‘coudioss adening ol a:lu],t'.-l'.l 5 .ili]ir-l!a: make ',%-..- speech
' the new land that from as far away as Roswell, N.M A ralroad was being built from July 4, 1913, over 1,400 peaple . ! 1 oy ""“_" e
e ive buyers could Work was pushed through the snow Lubbock to the New Mexico line, gathered to watch the official opening :.‘plf-r‘:]!' .['I'Ir I””irl I:T‘-'\.- |h4f r.-rl, ;r“j ‘ had been an it
o al the ranch sands and cold of winter Now it was time o seriously { Littlefield. Duggan had worked ",:','_‘_;,:':I"‘.: "r',l"“"."“ I'_:".""ll'l“‘rf:’."‘”l"‘

CHRONICLE OF FREEDOM 4

On June 17.
until you see the whites of their eyves.” and proved they

could act as an army, at the battle of Bunker Hill

P— y .
1775, patriols were ortdered “don’t fire

1 18, 1775, Paul Revere, warned by a light in
steeple that the British were coming, set out

On May 10, 1775, 83 Green Mi. Boys, led by Ethan
Allen, took possession of valuable military stores when

us ride alerting his countrymen. they peaceably captured Fort Ticonderoga.

CAN’S CARPET

106 E. 14th
385-4850

ROY REID
TIRE & SUPPLY

401 E. 9th
385-3747

SPADE
CO-OP GIN

233-2331

On December 25, 1776, General George Washington
led 2,400 men across the Delaware towards Trenton.
a much needed boost to the overall morale of his men.

or 17, 1781, British General Cornwallis bade
% lay down their arms at Yorktown. This was
major aetion of the Revolutionary War,

On November 30, 1782, America and Britain signed
a preliminary agreement 1o end the war, signifying
the first step toward a formal treaty,

ODYEAR TIRE
RUBBER CO.

304 W. 4th
385-5162

WESTERN
- MATTRESS

316 Phelps
385-3018

LITTLEFIELD SEED
& DELINTING

1423 Houston
385-3588
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Anton o
with big

THE LEADER-NEWS

pens

sale

The thrving town of Anton had e

beginning with a fair in

1924, when sale ot 1,100

tarted

The Anton townsite was

Decomber
IWTIsIle hods

shown ol a

LITTLEFIELD. TEXAS, SUNDAY

s for sale and already had sold 200

farms

He tontracted with & firm the
Aaton Townsite Company
.'h'n-l.-;hru.pn[ i Lhe town A 0

Duggan was townsite manager Finan

cial backers for the company were

listed us & Dall as group of K. F
Duggan, J C, Duke. Rosser J. Coke
H L Erwards and Charles L. Tarver
anes J . Igoe of Brooklyn
NM. oand D W Maurer

NM

whers were J;

! Tampie

JULY 4

tw hundle

19786

a chilling norther was whipping across
the bare new ares. But 1,000 persons
il showed up and 200 lols wen
reported sold

A, O and R F. Duggan were
hirothers o Arthur P. Duggan, Sr., and
C. F Duggan, who developed Little:
field

Three lumber companies bought
lots and had lumber on the ground for
building yards by the day of the lots
sale. The town plot had its central
feature, a round plaza named Spade

Lthe ciLy

I"I‘ln-s was midway along Main Street

with n space for school buildings three
locks north of the strest. Most of the

husiness section was [nid out along the

Main Street originally

The location of Anton had been
designated for severnl years by o
Santa Fe railroad switch, called Dan
forth Switch

This was changed to Anton in honor
of 1. F Anton, division «u[wrmlf'm!l-l‘.!
of the Santa Fo pailroad who lived wt

lay-long program that featured the Un opening day. December 1, 1924

Littlefield band and with free dinners

od by ladies of several Littlefield
hurches

The site of Anton was owned by Will

W Elwood

sarlier had

who Just a few weeks
opened the Spade

She
Had to
Make

Her
Own

Today it’s much simpler.
Jmtf See Uus

for vour clothing needs.

I".

;
!

SR
=
5’ d

n'..",""t

i/

£ i

[
;f 4-/ "

We Have
Come Out Of.
The Dark! _?

\ candle it

= y

Ihe way lor ow
faretatbers
lectricity
liphts the way

[ar nus ,'u(f..‘\.

Duke Electric

1318 W. 14th 385-5064

Submitted by Mrs. John Blackman,
assistod by a few old timers of the
community
¢ 4 emall town located in the
! 1 of Baily Uounty, 26 miles
from Muleshoe and 18 miles from
Littlefield Both towns are the prin-
ciple trade towns for this area
Buls al one time was all in ranch
208 the
looking for
good lertile land. Some of the l"fll‘l}'
sottiers hved in small one room houses
half-dugo
wére Lo make this a

land. In the early Aren wWis

seltled by eager Tarmers

Metho
severnl strong mem
{ the Methodist belief followed
out this way from Littlefield
only house at that time was the
house, with stood near where
These
plans did not mosterinlize, so Mr.
Newet me lold a few prospectors if
they would mnke a town here, he
ould given the land and lay it off in &
«ight, drll n woter well and all the
ould use water from this

| they were able to drill
dissapointment, no water, a
produced aboul two barrels

so promised (o build them

r that could be used for o

ise and church meeting

h\'l“)d!‘l’l
ith dirt floors and was

On 4y

the Ed Crume home i now

Was a one roon

T'abernacle’

Nordvke, a well driller,
the ¢community soon, and
\ kept busy
valer waells for the new.

ms teennge son

hriving little town had Lo have

O the men met o decide on a
finmiy Newsome' ' was sug-
wt this wouldn't do. since
s already had a town by that
name. So Mr, R, A, Oukes, a real
state agent for Newsome Land Co
and also a Methodist preacher. had a
very pretty teenaged daughter by the
name of Bula Maude Oakes, so that is
where “'Bula'' got its name
Buln's  first  grovery store was
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs
Warrick, and was located in the
vicinity between where Middlebrook's
service station and Richardson’s gro-
ery store presently are. “oon another
e went in business in Lh.2 booming
of Bula, owned and oparated by
Thorn and his wife Bula (somo suy
got her nume from here). They
wed groceries and also dealth in
elling implements
A\ amall room of this building
housed the post office, Mr. B, R
Scott, being the Postmaster, this was
during the years ‘27 and “28;, Mr. Scott
also ussisted in selling groceries. In
later vears Mr. and Mrs. W. A Corder
owned und operated this grocery
store. It was located where the present
Church of Christ is now. This writer
remembers Mr, and Mrs, Corder were
very strong religiously and would not
Kewp the store open on Sunday. Every
one wanted ice ten on Sunday, so the
Corders would haul out a big load of
we from Littlefield every Saturday,
and put it in their ice house. (Just a
few fortunate families owned an ice
chest box.) So Mr. and Mrs, Croder
would take ioe money on Saturday and
as people went home from Church on
Sunday, they would go by and get
their allowance of ice

Circle that today is a decorative area of

Bula hlStOry

Slaton

Other early grocery men “"
worked faithfully to service and suppl
the people of Bula ares were Mr ‘““i
Mrs, Cunningham, and Mr. and Mr
Squires. Mr. H. €. Nickles and wils
Faye bought the Squires grocery in
1929, and hejl‘l the “tore longer than
any previous owner. While Mr. Ni
kles owned the stare they made many
modern improvements (o give ‘ff"‘i
service to their patrons. They sold to
Ashel and Oleta Richardson in 1844
and they have continued to imptove
their stock, have add
goods and canned goods to please
their customers. Its now a very
modern grocery store. All of the early
stores sold gas, coal and ¢

Mr. Frank Thomas was
early grocery owner |
had the post offi
building + 1980 w 1934 y1
Nordyke Was postmaster from 1933
1986, Frank Thomaos built the prosent
building where the post office 1s now
and stocked it with a line of stapl
groceries, Mr, and M. F. L Sim
mons bought from Thomas in 1936, and
Mr. Simmons becam:
He continued in the business until
1942, when he sold 1o his brother Mr
and Mrs. Arble Simmons, and Arbie
was postmaster and ran (he store, Mr
and Mrs, F, L Simmos moved to
California and both worked in defense
work, bu! returned Mt and
acquired the grocery store and post
office again. Mrs. Simmons (Marjorie
became postmaster un mtinued in
that capacity until her rotirement June
20, 197

Iﬂ the lule 20h Nordvke
erected a building and hardware
implements and some lumber, This
was bought in 1933 Gmlbraith-
Foxworth Lumber Co, Men who were
mstrumental in servicing and selling
lumber to erect new homes in the area
are Hurold Clements and Cecil Jones
In 1842 Mr. Jones moved to Fort
Worth and begun doing defense work
end the lumber vard was closed. The
building was sld and moved 1o
Enochs, and set up there for & gin
office and also housed the office for
the I, C. Enochs Land Company, with
Mr. J. H. Lucss us the agent

Where there s farm machinery
always necessitutes o blacksmith shop
somewhere close. Men who have
owned and operated hlacksmith shops
i Bula since the early days are, M
Hickson, ) F Strickland, Mr. Walker
Mr. Gerkie, Garlon Green, ( LY
Copaus and E. A Eakes (deceased)
and his son Dennis, The shop con
tinues o be run by the Dennis Eakes

I'he #ary is told that one time the
post office wus stolen at night and
carried to the Hula school store (sbout
five miles awayi. This little store was
un by Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Walteip
and children Located near where the
present home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Claunch Is. Working through ihe
postal depurtment, a group of angry
vilizens se out o move it back to Buls
proper. 5o one bright sunny morning
Mr L. H. Medlin furnished the Wagon
and teams. He slong with a group of
men, went after the post office and
brought it back. It was stolen some-
tUme in 28 and returned in 29

With all the new tractors and cars
bought, o gus station wus erected by
Andy Hallford and Fred Locker They

W, frozen

the postmaster

“So through the night rode Paul

Revere, . .

A ery of defiance and of fear,

A voice in the darkness a knock

at the door,

And a word that shall echo for-

ever more!

Where would our country be today
if Paul Revere hadn’t had depend-
able transportation?

We can meet all your transportation needs at

Carlisle-Oldham Ford
525 Phelps 385.5164

to service the gas
A welding J'a\i!

plso ran a truck
) rely Of thi fart
was housed in a —r:nul bullding ot the
roar of the =tation, run by James Heck
He did blacksmith work along with
welding. 7 Imter Bought
by J. K. Leath, then F. L. Simmons
and sold to Dale Middlebrooks in 1946
This building was scross the street
post  office

his station was

north of the
building. In 1965, Dale built his

'prm..-r.!

present bublding

Buln has two gins, A. J. Nickles and
his son Guy built the first gin in 1929
This was [ater sold a8 a co-op gin. In
19g it was bought by Clarence
Rowland of Lubbboek. and he continued
1o run it until it burned down sl the
close of the season, |968-59 In 1959
the land was bought by Jim Claunch
and his sans, they erected the present
gin that vear and ginned that fall

E G l.ruw- and son W_ B erected a
gin in 1933, which |8 now known as the
Young Brothers Gin. In 1947 Gage

{ to Ray and Parker

In 1948, he sold to J. 0. Kendricks
and he operated the min until 1961
then Roy and Paul Young became the

1@ lime Bula had o docior. Dr

Sparks deceased) set up his office in a

dyke bullding ithis building
imed down) with his
Sparks  was

tnking care of the area jlls and

n .lr". Ij'
r‘,-|.'.-.".r|_;' hahies !'|;!';f'|j 8 docior
drugpest 30 Mr
Faunter, with his wife Lillie and two

small sons J. W and Leon

necessitated o

moved to
Buls and he became Buls's first and
only druggist. He also sold over the
counter drigs and opernted o fountain

Service

Men cauld get o hair eut at une lime
in Bula, without driving to town. Mack
and Charles McGee ran the shop. It
would close every Friday evening at
sundown. and no hair was eyt on
Saturday, as that was their church
day. Uharlie would sometimes walk to
Littlefield to attend worship services

In 1941 Lamb County built the
present road bed from Littléfield to the
Lamb County line. The road was paved
ubout two vears later. It was [948
betore the Bailey County line joined
and put the pavement west of Bula to
connect with the Mornton-Muleshos
toad. Rural Electrification came in
1838389, and in 1988, the Five Arca
Telephone Cooperative came to the
Buls area

lbe store building owned by Me
and Mrs. ¥. L. Simmons, now houses
the Pam Office, with Faye Jones
postmaster, Beauty Shop, owner and
operator, Mrs. Jerry {Linda) Cox, is in
the Farmers Union Insurance office
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs
John Hubbard.

Bula Lions were orgunized in 1974
with 21 members. ARter loosing the
sthool, membership dropped w16
James Sinclair was elected as its first
president, This summer Llons are
sponsoring community get-togethers
un the lest Saturday nights in June and
July

Plans are to bury a time capsule at
Buln, on this 4th of July, and if you aze
‘hanging " wround 50 years from now

You might enjay helping to dig up this
capsnle

- ”vw

e~ A,
= w Mgt ol . .,r“

Swimming in Bull Lak,

The Pioneers

Courage, Strength An(

For A Better Lif(’ "l’lpﬂi. a

Make America Greg

M & M LAUN)

100 E. 8th .'fH.?-.ih'

The

On The Past And
Future.
Littlefield

Memorial Pa
385-3911

s .  JAMMONS FUNERAL HOME

Servinag Littlefield Since 1925

385512
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* - ® 4# f
niths claim man y Irsts 7% [ T T
.I ' — . ° 4
et ‘.""1 hin '“"‘“-"‘_ of ‘Bob called for all the square The members of WE. S family .
e .I"I'ln\l-tl L ].llllf'fll"]}j dances too, but hie favorite was did anyway. Th Reilih 14 il
hd with his death in 1918, playing that harp ond doing the stands, and 3
L the !Hmllll)l "P‘i been the two-step at the same time,"" she said MeKnight. The Iren ineludi
s marry, the first ones to y it Whart [T baur 4
BY in Littlefield and My ‘We probably looked terrible in wrt: lE"" ke I S S \ S -
the third pe those dmys, but after nll we were aby born in i Den Smith X ‘/Il‘ "’( "'
A person o be . . who was in thi nd freiiht 'y ¥ A d
@ Littlefield cometery really pioneers,” Mrs. James anid, business in Liul I ' .F'I.-" ' I 'rll\ ..Ifl b3 | 4
B large family and one of But if these youngsters looked now of Lubbock, 1 E Smith of Idaho .
always doing some- terrible. no one noticed. The other Birdie Davis i wk. Bob Smith ’4(”' f! "'h" re my ""'hf’r!‘ (lif’(l
- lnm ‘h'"_"“ 'l“"_" hefore setllers were busy trying to make a life Littlefield ranch ‘ Frank James a1
itl ;1’ """‘“}'- Littlefield for themselves, as best they could of Littlefield and Carl Smith of o
Mr, Smith's son, ex- And most of the families succeeded. Lubbock. \ e
\ L . . - - .
! S Land of the pilgrim’s pride.

Rleficld, and the lumber
A8 building was the first
! JEgnt into town,

here from Roundup,
gol here in 1912 there
ges, So we had to build,”
|

b Smith hauled lumber
Yy in a heavy wagon, and
Dot got to Littlefield, the
iy took some responsibility
Jit the house was complet-
g8 helped the men lay out
house, in addition to
meals and keeping the

& A/ From every mountainside J
Let freedom ring. v
-Samuel Francis Smith
FURR’S
SUPER MARKET

705 E. 14th, 385-4350

Ll
e had two big rooms und
pms. We used one of the
pooms for a kitchen und dining
" the other three were
d a living room.”" Smith

B wax located west of the
il Bank, “‘up on the hill."*
4 house, which is located
48 built around our old
jth added

th was born in Alabame
ito Texas at an carly age
Jacinto before moving
ghe County. He married in
@ County, and he and his
ne childern

¥ moved to the Plains area
ghey settled in Lubbock
i 1912 when they left for i e

juith was always active in B. F. SMITH AND HIS FAMILY lived in the first house built in Littlefield Sested in the front row

stable society. While in are Felix and J. T. Wallis and Carl Smith, who is in Lubbock now. Seated on the porch are Mr. und

Wer arca, he e Mrs. Frank Wallis, brother-in-law of Mr, Smith's, Ina Belle Wharton, first baby born in Litdefield,

o helped build the first Mr. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Milton Wharton, with baby Mildred Wharton, und Mrs. Gladys |Smith)
James. Back row, left to right, are Lorado [Smith] McKnight, Tommie [ Wallis| Davis, Bob Smith,

moved to Littlefield it Ben Smith, Jessie Wallace and Birdie [Smith] Davis.

o be only a temporary

Pl Lamb County News

he heard about the
in  Littlefield, So we

started in 1918

aght two lots of land a
ind on one of them he hu(:!rl Littlefield was just six years old They later purchased the County

the town looked like it when its first newspaper was estab- Wide News, established in 1033 and
Smith began boarding the lished, in a building on Littlefield published by Allen Hodge:
0 were building the Little- Drive. It was named the Lamb County

Proud

Of It!

News, established in April, 1918,
B Dad heard ‘sbout the Publisher of the early newspaper,
he thought we should and also its chief printer, was Neal A,
fl also. So we did. We built Douglass Sr.. who came here from

gbout the same time the Roaring Springs.
Bas being built, and he ran Douglass started with a new plant,

until his death in 1918, an establishment of some pride for the
new city. He operated less than s year,
then leased it to & young man named

kids worked too. As Mrs MeCormick, who closed down the

s, daughter of the late BF business after a few months. The plant

. ‘We kept railroad work- was sold 0 an Eastland firm and

Rers, just 8 number of men moved there

P around the town at that Almost five years later, Jess Mit-

woked for about 50 men a chell, lnter of Muleshoe, began publi-

M course we had a stack of cation of a newspaper also called the ’

Wash after every meal ™ LCamb County News. Later, it was - h

fBuys weren't all work Those renamed the Littlefield Leader, and RE. - y .

Bildren knew how to play, later Lamb County Leader, which still .’ : 4

Federal Land Bank

ASSOCIATION OF LITTLEFIELD

peant making up their own operates, ; =1 5l
Mitchell was publisher until 1930 -t . g "INI 4 ‘RS X i " 5
will forget watching Bob when he sold the property o Morley = : SN RL ~ th" l\(l F\RME‘RS & R“N('HERH
Jay the French harp and B. Drake, who operated the business f - . & viands
p same time, ' Mrs. James until 19563, when he sold it to Mr. and e WD SRS =) . 385-4425
recalled Mrs. Sam Williams. Ty _' T ki -"\21.:-‘, 004 Ph(‘lpﬁ 385-14425

rds To Remember. . . Words To Remember. . .

“Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious “These are the times that try men’s souls. . .

s, even though checkered by failure, than to take rank I'vranny. like hell, is not easily conquered: vet we

have this consolation with us, that the harder

those poor spirits who neither enjoy much or suffer

the conflict the more glorious the triumph.”

th, because they live in the gray nwilight that knows

THOMAS PAINE

neither victory nor defeat.”

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

We salute courageous Americans who have not

» salute our forefathers who allowed the Flame of Freedom to be extinguished.

STATE LINE
IRRIGATION CO., INC.

385-4487

dared to form a great nation!

Farmers Co-op Gin

-SUDAN.-
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Whitharral once part

SELT

of giant Ranches <

Vihhatral Community is lo- filling station in 1930 The farmers
vntral part of g was constructed iy 1826 A second l
mlimy ndd mposed of gin was erected by the Gage Brothers
{ the XIT in i3
Hindhe The Whitharral school district was
i vl th oniginally a part of common school e a4
he develop district, number three. Since other e v
A The Spade thstricts had been created from distnet '._.‘ - r,» r
vkt 11 4 M numbeér three it was necessary for the p
winty board of education to divide the . _. -
remaining tract into two independent L* T
A he land school districts. The western distne t ’ ﬂ - s
’ e was called Pettit, while the eastern Vi ~ : " 3
. ake Uy division was called Whitharral : - . .
Biofore t s LW 1 . | ' .
coishiatioly i st ia ik gt (e World's wllest windmill on Yellowhouse Ranch
i n 199 & e first school at the present location
Fr j [ Whitharral was opened on January d
we and . 16, in a small frame building Town Of B'llil name
The sthool opened with six pupils in
itendance snd closed four months 9
e week later with thirty-eight fOr preaCheI' S daughter
upils
Prior 1o the division of the ”_"'L_“'“ The name of Bula comes from the ended to the government, i
non school district, a 860 000 daughter of a Methodist preacher id that # town by the name of
hond issue was voled with the under- s o was already in existence in
sanding that half of the money was to It seems that Buls was formed on o
each division of the xiw-lnd for the -N- (Bar N Bar) ranch owned by I'niu.,‘. thit the Methodist
he erection of two brick buildings. In Jim Whaley and the Newsomes - i;q”, {.‘I s n.:u'u vd the
)26 the bulldings were constracted Whaley and W. B and T. W —_— ,"’_ ”l ‘.'; v m,.:, The
By 1929 Whitharral was second in alze Newsome divided their interest in the 2 e 'jmb :”
" it ounty in scholastic enumera ’_"""h and had a town site surveyed ir m.l_';:;nl" ;Ir:l:" ‘l::\n Sl was
h aving tion, Levelland being the only school 55 { for settlemont, the land was
U > ) wilth more scholastics _ Following the surveying the land r 820325 per acre
l !'UHIH\ ’ ior In 1935 the Hodges district grouped was presented for settlement. At first he towen gained ite fire gin in 1929,
1 - with Whitharral for high school pur- the town was named Newsome. But A. Nichals & Son Gin. The
: 2i0) }pur-\- pirses when an application for a post office ad win, owned by E. G. Gage &
i ey AA irrived In 1933
‘ he school was established in 1926
AT it on its present site Previous-
L L school met in # tabernacle in

and then in a school house
ihe schpol was moved to Bula

Texans really|
did help in Revo]y

Toxais, who aren’t exactly shy
when it comes to bragging aboul their
wate, think it's time the
country learned that Texns
'\nu-rlﬁ win its independence

Sa what if Texas wasn't one of the
original 13 colonies

Forget the fact that, in 1776, this
minor province of Spain was separated

helped

by more than 1LHMHN miles from
Concord and Bunker Hill
The future heroes of the Alamo

imost of whom hadn't yet been bomnl
didn't actually march with General
Washington's rebels, but they sup
ported his couse

And Texas still claims that it had a
role in the Ame: 2an Revelition. To
prove it, the prestigous Instuule ol
Texan Cultures heore put s research
staff to work an a special Bicentennial
project

The result s 8 book, appropriniely
ontitled “"Texas and the Amencan
Revolution,”” which has betome a
minor best seller only weeks alter its
publication. And the Institute s gallery
exhibit, with the same Utle, has been

attracting several hundred  visitors
l'il!l]\

Now some histonigns, who have
routinely gnored any  conbribulion
Texans may have made to Amernican
independence, are taking & second
lorke

There were only 3,000 Texans in

1776 but nearly all of them disliked the
British. Only a third of the citizenry
was Spanish (the rest were Indians
and people of mixed blood), but they
shared a smoldering resentment of the
Spanish throne for Britain

Une who had o grudge
against England was the commander

persanal

rirsd lll ‘h"

driven from rulangs
joined the Spanish :
shipped out 1 the &

He ehanged y, .._.
to Oconor. gave " L
clabion and wy
Spﬂl'llﬁh fore s t::;:
the British Army e
by the colonists "t--
were ready 1
frontier

That didn hajpe
no resident of Totgs & )
a shot in the '\"I*"lr.;:' .
Oconor and « Hhery wy
i the oolonies v,
samy strategy Iy r

M 1}

clured jts Indepondem,

Many of thos o
Lexington und (oned
recognized Toygs - .-‘
future. In 182 o
flﬂﬂ“\f opeEned ||‘.
many veterans of (b
lution headed thiy o
men who fought e
have besen identifieq ,
Texan Cultures reseany
eoming to Texas: They
many more

These new: MTiety
perience with |nd
Rovernment literally
tion In their hip i
Institute's book poisg
ancient Caddo [ndige
Eve.” elnimed 1o by
company under W
have watched Commwag
Yorktown. ;

The story o
others are
T2-page book, ' Tey
can  Revolotion™ @

Heac &

Wwid n &

Happy 200th
Birthday,

Admerica!

David Thompson
0il Field & Contractor

'6 N, Delano

P e,

-

385-3115

200 vears!

- ingenuity.

Words To Remember. . .

“For this truth must be clear before us;
pass in the heart of America.”

We're Proud Of Our Country,.
Higginbotham-Bartlett
-AMHERST-

We've come a long way in
Let’s renew our
pledge to our great country and

always be a land of vision and

JCPenney

\merica hopes 1o bring in the world must first come to

Dwight D.

the students from Enochs of the Spanish troops protecting the sales tax and postage

tule. Bula consolidated with Texas frontier. He was Hugo O'Con directly from the e
Way in 1975 on its 50th nor, a fiery tempered Irishman who Cultures, P. O Roy 1
grew up 4 revolutionary and was i, Texas TRIGY)

Windmi]]jng was interesting |

Bucl Howard kept water pumping till 1926

In Buck Howard s win 150,000 acres of land tn Hockley ropd et ey turtleback was repliced
he did his share of birar PRIRE Bailey, and Youkum and Terry MCoun 1 flathed box o hold the ws
and dehor ng o e LS Haur Ly Lisiln
Mallet Land and Caitle d For seven years he worked lines of Windmilling not only took up sl
mther ranches windmills, starting at 5:30 a.m évery davight hours six days o weel i

| could hold & job a Vi day. “When | quit, | said | wasn't Buck only came to town even o

Buck said. 'but | never i 1o liks Eoing to get up until 1 woke up,”’ he months ]
it said. "And 1 haven't either An unexpected trip to wen kb

Buck windmilled vboyed for Every windmill had a name. If the windmill supplies or a dance ot o

some of the higgest ] lexas name wasn t any more than "Old Mill camp or manch headguarters offes
commencing ot & When he on the Hill"" it designated the location the oanly reason for bathing e
quit windmilling b he was of the watering point. Some of the shaving. just like in the movies ¥
muking 365 1H more interesting mill names ke recalied
That wg bunch, " he Polecat., Hardluck, Shortfinger and Buck mude his last cattle drive s
added. " Afts p hand got £33 Sanciified have stories behind them 152t

a month, and
his own cook

widing he did It ook & week to drill & water well

We commenced st Muleshoe

then.”" Buck said “'When they were
Buck wind the  Mallet drilling the well eight miles southwest :'"'k, six weeks driving the cattle wiy
Land and Catt)e ( ¥ irom i9is) of where Levelland is now, the drillers Mallet h"adqu.m" 25 miles wed
1926. He kep: 2% w S going and pitched a lent at the location. One west of Litlefield. Sisteen of s ve
watered 6,00 S catthe on night u polecat got in the tent. That's I weeks without shaving Whed s

how Polecat got its name frass was good, we wouldn t mov
Hardluck Mill wasn't named ustil s SOOR WA I il e
tellow fell off the tower. It killed him ¥ we wet slong
and thot mill was ealled Hardhick from AU M Ruvang and rping 4
ey movies is just for the pictures %
A driller got his finger caught in wOICo'S e By cheusing ¥
some machinery and one windmill was CHROY WEONE-Sa. gk Hewd, puu X
called *'Shortfinger’* from thet day on W SN S SIS S rove N
“Bughill Mill'" got its name for no Buck quit windmilling for the Ml
better reason than a big bunch of bugs ' 38, TR ewelntNovembsr. N
after a summer rain shower were seen said. By doggies, H was about I
nearby. “‘Sanctified” turned out to be lime of yoar, ARerihsl, that's whnt
‘as sweot s well'' as its name implied gets intoresting. 1 married.
Sanctified was located st about the maoved
point where Girlstown U.S A is now ¢ .I‘hv llrlh‘l:'lh ::i o
While digging, the drilling machine ul o e e (L
ocky Ford community until 19
broke st Sanctified, Howard recalls th 2 E®
The driller quit working and took el y e _lhl-ir_ houw o
Sunday off. When he started back R P by
And | haven't got used to lving #

Monday morning the bit came loose
, : i 4 lown yet. "' ) | e
and the digging was finished without K.“:l;\ll ll;. ::m[::fnca:g:u::j:len and

any trouble,
It luu:’}: turmip paich. When I'm not messg
oward elght hours W reach around with my ¢ and junk, | B¢

Sanctified until the ranch bought »
1} - l‘}
pickup’’ in 1920 The Model T n-m::ftn;-l:b;:: wm::nd:l“

God granis liberty
only to those who love
it, and are  aleays
ready 10 guard ur;d
defend it,
DANIEL WEBSTER

whatever

Eisenhower

~ KIRBY SALES
" &
SERVICE
Get Right
Call White Day Or Night

1013E. 9h ~ 385.3357

\\;i



the ¥y il to Olton in
he g @ jumped the
¥ s b mide of the
e & b the far side of

windmill to get

his father's
fir big move to
LR ¥ al! the way ncrons
ety line im Running Water
I n now,

ing
dry
me and kero-
> e post office
e store building
lBourthouse pre-
pmbers various
i up on the
® when his dad

‘Hair are the
ithe county seat
L In moving the

tlefield.
Wwo-story frame
ithe early 1920's
g efforts made
gords to Little-

15 Wy

ified &

the original
e Olton resi-
¥ sure some of
& had come to
i A number of
ned the streets
arthouse carried
d down, nothing
ire-proof vault,
| were  divided
jurthouse should
missioners were
gther to rebuild in
ittlefield. County

gt the deciding
jven then it took
d passed to build

12 g

I

jeld both wanted
grst needed only
p Lo gain the
it located in the
My. But Littlefield
fmajority
b, the founder of
then a state
th the theory that
‘the county seat
ity because Olton
‘miles from the

KMAN
e built in 1925, was
all people of the
d 10 meet and
incay school was
 followed most of
eocher of some
¢ Bula Baptist
ged in 1926, as a
thurch and in 1982
puthern Baptist
members of the
Mr. and Mrs. R.
Tidwell, Mrs. W.
and Mrs, W, A,
all deceased. As
ww, they launched
2 of worship in
was the first
ch Sunday from

TR R

= o

eSS s B

raflroad. But the fact was overlooked
that Hart was only 12 miles away
“Needless to say,”” Hair added,
“Duggan wasn't very popular around
Olton for a while."

Although the second Lamb County
courthouse build in Olton was brick,
the floors were wooden. The juil was
located in the basement. and the jail
was eventually condemned because it
was unsafe for prisoners in the event
of fire.

After three elections and 15 years,
Littlefield won the county seat and the
records were moved here in 1946

Hair remembers the fights over the
courthouse well, because he was
deputy tax collector under three tax
collector-assessors from 1934 through
1944, serving under Roy Gilbert, Doc
Holt and Frank Cummings before he
joined the Olton State Bank where he
is executive vice president.

Besides being proprietor of the
general store, Hair's dad was a real

Lauis Hair

Charter members of this new
church, who still live here and worship
are Mrs. Ben Pierce, Mr. P. R. Pierce,
and Mr. and Mrs. E. O. Battles. As
the church grew additions were made

Members of the Methodist church
first worshiped in a small one room
wooden building, built by Mr. New-
some, and located somewhere near
their present church building. Later
when the tabermacle was built, this
became their place of worship. In 1934
their membership grew and they
erected their present building, doing
some addition in later years. Brother
Frank Story was their first preacher in
15930,

The Church of Christ met on Sunday
afternoon in the tabernacle building
for Bible study. with preaching ser-
vices every 4th Sunday, Among some

A Day To Remember...
wJune 17, 1775

' FIRE UNTIL YOU SEE THE WHITES OF THEIR EYES”
/ILLIAM PRESCOTT TO HIS VALIANT BAND OF PATRIOTS

LE OF BUNKER HILL, ON THE THIRD FRONTAL ATTACK
FINALLY DROVE THE COLONISTS BACK. THE AMERICANS

f HE BATTLE, BUT HAD GAINED CONFIDENCE IN THEIR
FREEDOM,

E PROUDLY SALUTE OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE.

LARRABEE'S

IELD HOME IMPROVEMENT CO.

Don’t Move-lmprove

' Lamb Co. War

uities fight for courthouse

estale agent, too, during the 204, Hair
often rode in the back seat of the
Model T as his dad showed land,
“tearing out ascross the country
becnuse there wore no fences, '’

Hauling groceries from Flainview to
Olton was a two-day affair when it
riined. It took a day going and a day
coming back, That was all right with
Hair, through, because there was
A picture show there.

Olton's first theatre opened in 1927
or ‘28, and Hair was a great fan of the
silerit movies of Tom Mix and Hoot
Gibson. “'The blacksmith's wife had
more kids than were in my whole
{araily and she declared herself the
official reader,” he said, “*She had a
loud voice and read every word on the
screen. That loud reading really irked
some of us because we wanted to do
our own reading.”

Hair said another vivid memory is of
the prairie fires in the early 20's. ""The
Elwoods owned evervthing north, of
the sandhills and Halsells owned
everything south of the sandhills,
When a prairie fire started everyone
would run by the store and grabbed all
the brdoms and toe sacks and go help
fight the fire

The competitive spirit between
Littlefield and Olton was no less fierce
in sports than in moving the court-
house. Hair played basketball and
foothall in high school. he was a
freshman when Olton beat Littlefield
11-10 for the county basketball cham-
pionship.

Hair was a senior when the Depres-
sion squeezed so hard that there
wasn't enough money to open school.
In 1932, the first day of school started
the Imst day of October and he
gradunted on the 30th of June,

There were only five games of
football ployed thmt year, and the
teachers were pald in seript that was
discounted six per ceni. After he
graodusted from Olton in 1933, Hair
attended Texas Tech for a vear and
played tailback on the football team
befare going to work in the tax office in
the courthouse,

Then during the war he did double
duty when he coached football two
years in 1942 and '43 in addition to his
work in the courthouse

Olton was soon to lose the county
seal to  Liftlefield. “"But we beat
Littlefield 25-0, then [ ran the little
boys in to play.'” he concluded.

la churches history told

Structures have interesting pasts

of the leaders were Mr. Corabell and
Mr. Gohen. In 1935 a one room
structure with concrete floor was
erected. This soon became inpsdequate
for & meeting place and the present
Church of Christ was built in 1945,
Among some of the preachers who
have lived and labored with the
congregation are brother Hogan, Nor-
man Warren, Terry Blake, and many
others

Due to more modern ways of
farming. and less need of man power
Buls has fewer farm families, and this
has caused the membership of the
churches to decrease in the past few
vears. Al present time the Baptist
church is the only one that has a
prencher, Brother Eddie Riley and
wife, Karen and two small children
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Beisels
from Asia

PALE

e T earlyv-day
families was that of Mo
David ¥

came here in 1910

Beisel, natives of A

I'he f'.'l[lh' were natives of |
stand, Asin, gnd were married |

INN), a year before imig '
America. They lived in Cmr 1 fm
almost 20 YORrs befors comins ¢
United States, Thev moved t

field on January 10, 191

The Beisels were converied 1
Lutherun faith before leaving
stand

Mr. Beisel had a farm west
and he remained in Littlefield
death in 1951, Mrs
1924

The Beisels had seven cl

Beise

Dave, Springdale, Arkans Irick
of Littlefield: Fred, Oklal
’ » ’ . ’Ig » . . . Bledsoe; Mrs. Bill Yeager \
Littlefield's first irrigation well. Marths, Corpus Christl, aod Bl

Houston

Words To Remember. . .

“American liberty is a religion. It is a thing of

the spirit. It is an aspiration on the part of the people

for not alone a free life. but a better one.”

WENDELL L. WILKIE

We're proud of our Heritage.

Central Compress And Warehouse

-SUDAN-

And
The

Bell
Of

Freedom

[ Is CONGRESS Jav i u=
iy p DTN vu o Dtates (ff “MmirTice

Rings. . .
With the Liberty Bell as symbol, the sound

of freedom rings anew throughout our land as

we observe our 200th birthday. This year we
commemorate the courage and determination
of our forefathers and rededicate ourselves to
their principles. “Let Freedom Ring.”

This is our prayer and our pledge the heart

and spirit of our American way of life.

First National Bank
1001 Main Of AMMerst 3465531



I

CPVEE

=

PAUE 8, SECT 6. THE LEADER-NEWS, LITTLEFIELD

Cities linked:

FEXAS, SUNDAY, JULY 4, 1978

Gonzales, Littlefield share traits

There is & strong link between
busthing Littlelield ' the busy South

Plains of Texas and Gonzales almost

vhe most historic of Texas cilies, in the
tertile valley of the Guadalupe and San
Marcos rivers

Major George Littlefield, who fost
ered the city bearing his name. grew
up s Gonzales and there started Lhe
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morming of October 2. but 8 new sun

wis mising over Texas

Lsonzales became a rallying \-ln'l tor

the war that wax shapung. ¥ Il
came il e CIRY. sinaly. 1n purs,
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wrength

Then an overwhelming force, »
Mexvian srmy of more than 4,000
murs hed hack into Texas, commanded
by the general-dictalor, Santa Anna
Reaching San Anlonio n Febroary
they found an obstacle, s small band of
Texans defending an old mission, The
Alamo. Col. Wiliam B. Travis was in
command

Besieged by the large Mexican
army, Travis sent out daily appesls for

reinforcoments. They went to Wash
npton-on-the-Brazos, where a Texna
independence convention was in ws
oy

They went to Golind. where Col
Fannin had 400 troops in & fort. The
sppeals were heeded; but no help
came

Excopt from Gongales, When Trav-
5" dramatic appeal arrived by mes
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His threats went to the wrong place,
at e wrong time, AL Gonzales, Mrs,
Dickinson told the tragic story o
Goneral Sam Houston, just arrived to
rally troops for the Texas army

As the account was related, in
dramatic detnil, the Texas answer
spoke out from the grim eyes of
Houston and the troops who had been
drifting in to join his army. It was
there in the sobs of families whose
Wlain members at that hour were on a
pagan funeral pyre in San Antonie,

Bul there must yot be more sacrifice
for Goneales As the town grieved
there came word of Santa Anna's
wpproach. Houston made a soldier's
decision: Retreat, and burn the town
behind him

Gonzales was burned, some of the
blares set by the people who had toiled

build there new homes, new lives.

Houston withdrew 10 miles (2.,
wt up hesdquanters under an oak that
still stands today. The Sam Houston
vak I¢ marked by one of many historic
monuments around the city

The famous Run-Away-Scrape was

Soldiers and  friatier families

ved east; in an unorderly retreat

: the invading army. There were

mutterings from many as Houston

backed nway, to pick his ground days
later for a victorious showdown,

CGonzales ugain paid her price in the
cause of Texas freedom: not so dear as
that of the Alamo, but still & costly
one. The glow of her fires etched in the
early morning skies an eternal detwt for
Texans

In weeks the invader beaten, Gon-
zales was rebuilt on its ashes, in the
peacelul glen by the rivers.

She rebuilt well. When the Civil
War came, Gonzales again sent her
n, one of them o spirited 19-year-

George  Littlefield, who came
home & major

In the hard post-war days, Gonzales
found » way back to prosperily and
o lomg way that stret¢hed {rom
there 1o Abilene, Kansas, one of the
first herds of cattle to go up' the

holm Trail, to a desperately
veded porthern cattle market, was
formed st Gonzales in 1872,

One of the first wail drivers if not
the first, wus Major George Littlefield,
The Gonzales spirit has a way of
writing history. Today, a comfortable
town of perhaps 100,000 people, she
inily welcomes visitors to her points of
history, to the modern new municipal
huilding, with a lovely reflection pool
in front of a tile mosaic of & stubby
cannon and the words “'Come and
the It

growth

First public wedding

draws enti

(Editor' s Note — Reprinted fromn the

26-vear Historical Edition 1
| [
LAY

[he first public wodding in Little-

d was solemnized in the presence
of the entire popuintion i the then
combination Sunday and public school
Huldmg which I8 now a resigence og
East Fifth

The contracting parties were Miss

Tommy Wallis and John Hall. The
minister officinting was Rev. J. H
Hankins, who was pastor of the

rosbiyton Baptist Church al the time
being first Baptist minister (o hold
regular by-monthly services in Little-
leid and who organized the nucleus of
the First |i.|ju| st church here

Miss Wallls was 4 very attractive

voung lady bemng the granddsughter

of Littlefield's first citizen the late B

re town

F. Smith She was living in the Smith
home at the time and became ac
guainted with Mr, Hall, who was & all
hundsome brunetie being one of Lthe
steel tank gang constructing the tanks
for the Sante Fe Railway Company

| was deputy clerk at the time snd
leaming of this romance, | told the
happy couple that | would issus
marriage license gratis if they would
have a public wedding. They finally
consented W this, and those of us
living here including M. W. G
Street, Miss Alice Kling. and the B }
Smith femily decorated the building o
B most atractive Iashion for
occasion. We covered wagon bows
with white crepe paper [orming an
altar with white dove suspended
from the first bow under which (he
couple stood. Spanish Duggers were
used in prafusion to bank the alter We
rehearsed the ceremony several times
s0 that everything would be letior-
perfect,. Miss Alice Kling sang a
prenuptial song, and Miss Huvie
Fitzlall, then of Olon, played the
wedding march

John and
Tomm y Hall

Butter Was
Farm’s First
Dairy Product

Ihutter was the main source
o dadry  meoome for many
wurs, ahd iUy sadd that oy
cellent butter came out ol
Colwmial  springhouses Thas
was Lrue even thouph Ltk
Wt known of the necessiy for
steriving utenails, and oo n
fogeraton way available by
oM spring water and ko
Phes maothods ol preserying
vl insdeguate w the sum
mwor. when butter was saltod
et an woosden buvkets and
hope swaowt (e springhous
it winter when the prkos

was Iwiler
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( rescent
(rescent Dr. & 17th Street

CRESCENT PARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

According to information given by members of the church who came to Littlefield in the earh
twenties, we give below a briel outline of some of the facts that make up the histors of
congregation now known as The Crescent Park Chureh of Christ

In 1925 a small building was erected on the corner of Sth and Litilefield Drive. In 1934 « latger
building was erected seross the street

The building on Lisdefield Drive had to be enlarged as the congregation continued 1o grow
Eventually it became necessary W0 ereci the present building located st 17th Street and Crescent
Drive. The first service was conducted in the new building on December 16, 1962,

The present Elders of this church are: Russell Blevins, Fred Cook. Earl Dow. Forrest Martis
Troy Moss, Hollis Towensend and J. 0. Wimberley. The Deacons ure: Dv. J. R. Fain. Roanw
Fisher, Weldon Gilley. Alvis Jones, R. B, Kirby, Herbert Pierce and derry Roberts.

\vis Jones is the song leader, June Ford, secretary, W. P. Dennis and Phil Harguess are the
present munisters

May we ever remember that ““Righteousness exhalteth # nation: but sin is & reproach w ey
people  |Proverbs 14:34)

»

Kelly Insurance Agency

338 Phelps 385-3442

.,‘*“ -—-.-_-,v”

SHR of

Since we opened in 1948, we have

offered a personalized insurance service that has proven
attractive to residents of the Littlefield area. As Listlefield
has grown. Kelly Insurance Agency has grown, For the

loyalty and * patronage of our customers we are

deeply grateful. If you have never tried our service

we invite you to come in and discuss it. We think you

will like what we have 10 offer. Hundreds of others have.

* Hail Insurance

* Fire Insurance

* Trip Accident Insurance

* Home Owners

\‘“.\\\"“r. ;

Insurance

* Commercial
Union Co.’s
* Western Security

* 81, s,
BILL KELLY  Poul Ins ol

* Ranger's Ins, Co's,
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ttlefield schools have colorful history over 50 years

1919-20~ Hamp Shepherd was
principal, and his assistants were Mrs,
H. W. Wiseman, Misas Pennington,
Miss Skeen and Miss Lucile Hardy
(Mra, Phelps Walker, local resident

now)

June 9, 1920 brought a new era. A
petition had been circulated and it
received enough signatures o present
to the Texas Legislature in its third
called session, asking for it to pass &
bill granting independence to the
school distirct. House bill No. 26 was
passed on June 1, 1920, without a
dissenting vote; by the senate on June
1; and signed by the Governor W. P
Hobby on June 9. Secretary of State,
C. D, Mims, put his seal of approval
upon the bill and signed it on July 12,
1920, The bill stated that because of
emergency it would become effective
immediately after passage. Bound-
aries were to be the same as those for
common school district.

1920-21 — A roster of faculty mem-
bers is unavailable, but a Mr. Shaw
was superintendent, and Flora Besst
Hopping, who had sttended Texas
University the year before, returned.
She remembers a large scale, all-com-
munity pantomime pageant written by
the late Mrs. C. E. Cooper. her
comments included “*Cowboys rode 35
miles to see the show.”' Mrs. Cooper
was a highly successful ’Expression”
and music teacher in the 1920's.
Everybody, who was nnybody, sent his
children to private lessons. She was an
active study club member, and avid
bridge player (gove lessons), and, all
in all, “"quite a character."

1921-22— W. D. T. Storey (who was
postmaster later— from about 1833
until his retirement in 190562) was
superintendent, He was a community
Democratic leader and a “‘crack’
checker player. He died in about 1962,
In the summer of 1922 bonds were
voted in the amount of $25,000 to add
eight additional class rooms, an office,
a work room, and a boiler room to the
school building. Classes were added
through the 10th grade (then juniors,
since Texas had an 11-year plan at that
time;. P. T. A. staged a play, using
both adults and children, to buy a
piano for the school. Agriculture was
added to curriculum.

1922-23— Robert L. Speight became
superintendent and served in that
capacity for four vears. Classes for the
eleventh grade were added, and
spring saw the first graduating class in
L. H. 8. There were 7 in the class: 4
boys and 3 girls. Lynn Vantis was
valedictorian; Nell Ruth Earnest was
salutatorian. Other graduates were
Anna Weibe, Tollie Gray, Luther

Hargrove, Ross White, Leonard
Wright.

In the summer of 1922, students
who would be in L H.S. the next year

approached Mr. Speight, superin-
tendent, about beginning a football
program in the fall. Mr. H. §.

Sheppard, principal, and Mr. E. D,
Parnell, the agriculture teacher,
agreed to act as coaches; though
neither had ever played football

Only two boys in the group had
played football, Tollie Gray and Luther
Hargrove. Since few schools in the
area had football teams, it was a
problem to find opponents. Investiga-
tion revealed that Brownfield, Aber-
nathy, and Hale Center were initiating
the sport into their athletic program
the same year.

L.H.S Wildcais played their first
matched game with Brownfield. At
that time there no interscholastic
divisions (according to size of school)
so the Wildcats played Plainview and
Lubbock, as well as Abernathy, Slat-
ton, and Hale Center.

Sid Hopping now tax accessor-
collector and business manager for
Littlefield Public Schools, recalls the

Lubbock game. He states, “‘Our
football field was an open space, lined
off between the two goal posts. It was
located just east of the present
Primary building. No admission fee
was charged, for spectators walked the
sidelines, but we passed the hat at
each game.

If we collected 810 or 815, we
thought we were lucky. The home
team kept whatever it collected except
when we played Lubbock. For going to
Lubbock to play, they paid us $40. It
cost my Dad $80 to get me out of the
hospital after the game. We almost
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Domestic Science, agriculture and
manual training students were eligible
to membership. Joint effort of teach-
ers in the three departments brought
the club into being -~Miss Ruth
Craddock, Mr. T. P. Johnson, and Mr.
E. D. Pamell,

Senior Class play, April 23, 1926
was staged at the Palace Theater. Title
was Green Stockings.

Quinton Bellomy, present proprietor
of the school store, near the campus, is
pictured on the football squad.

A school newspaper started publica-
tion with Floyd Hemphill, later L.H.S.

T
.
fre

THE PRIDE OF LITTLEFIELD in 1924-25 was this new high school building,
constructed that term, about the same time the elementary building was
completed. It was a red-letter year for the school district, which also added a
modern gymnasium, auditorium and other needed school rooms.

won the game— the score was 108 for
Lubbock and 0 for Littlefield. 1 still
believe we might have won if thay had
ever let us have the ball. Even when
officials gave us the ball, they im-
mediately took it right back,"'’

Mr. Hopping also stated, **We had
the usual trouble in managing for
uniforms. Mr. Speight persuaded the
School Board to supply the total sum
of $135 to finarce the new sport that
first year. Downtown merchants
donated to # fund to purchase suits—
so that L.H.S. Wildcats sported Ma-
roon and White that first season.”

1923-24 — A yearbook, the first one
published in L.H.8,— “El Campito"
pictures Pat Boone, Jr. (son of the
former Flora Besst Hopping, and at
the present time District Judge for
District No. 154, and a local resident;
in the arms of Mr. E. D. Pamell. He
was mascol for the L.H.S. Wildcat
football team. There were 13 grad-
uates with Ruth Courtney Wade as
valedictorian.

A domestic science department was
added to the high school and Mrs.
Ruth Courtney Wade, a Littlefield
resident today, remembers attending
a State Domestic Science Convention
in Galveston that year.

In March girls organized a track
team; Junior Class play was Patty
Makes Things Hum; Senior Class play
was The Early Bird.

1924-26 — Twenty-three  teachers
used 14 rooms until new buildings
could be completed; 19 trucks and 4
cars transported rural pupils to school
The Primary building was completed
and a High School building with a
gymnasium, an auditorium, a home
economics room, a science laboratory,
eight other clussrooms, a superinten-
dent’'s office, a principal's office, a
boiler room, dressing rooms for male
athletes, and a library-study hall com-
binstion room. A, P. Duggan was
president of the Board of Education at
this time.

1926-26—Pat Boone Jr. is pictured
in El Campito as mascot of the Senior
Class. A vocational club was organized
for the purpose of cresting greater
interest in vocational subjects

superintendent, as editor— called
Wild Cat.

Kenneth Staggers took L.H.S. ban-
ner to State Track Meet in 120 high
hurdles and 880-yd. run

Thirty-six teachers were employed
in the entire school. Twenty-three
buses brought 575 pupils from rural
areas to school,

Basketball had been played, from
the time Littlefield Public Schools
began, on outdoor courts, Indoor
basketball was initiated with the
completion of the first gym in 1925,
Prior tw 1022.23, Basketball and
baseball had been the top sports. Both
were played, after football claimed fall
months, in the spring and summer, It
had been common to have all-
community teams. One chapter in
basketball history, prior to the erection
of a gym, was a joint school-com-
munity team playing sunounding
teams, of the same personnel, on a
downtown court,

It was boarded in between two brick
buildings on Phelps Avenue in the
block on which the First National Bank
now stands. In the early 1920's inter-
community baseball was popular, too,
Sid Hopping related numerous inci-
dents connected with baseball. There
was the time that Littlefield, for once,
went into the last half of the 9th inning
about two runs behind Lubbock, with
two men on base, the high school team
ran in a crack player who had already
finished school. For the first time in
his baseball career, he *'fanned’’ out.

1926-27— B. M. Harrison, superin-
tendent, for the first year of his
seven-year tenure. Several notable
incidents from this seven-year period
are:

1929 (July 15) sixty-four sections
were cut off the Littlefield School
District, to be joined with land from
other districts to form the Spade
Independent School District. Prior Lo
this other portions of Littlefield Dis-
trict had been withdrawn. In 1925,
Littlefield School District had lost 20
seclions Lo Pep School.

In 1926, Anton School withdrew,
from Littlefield District, sbout 22
sections. Fieldion School had with-
drawn some land from the Littlefield
district when it was created aboul
1923,

1930-31— A black school was
created, as a part of the Littlefield
Public Schools, for 78 black children in
the area. When the doors opened 32
black students enrolled and the aver-
age daily sttendance was 10. How-
ever, this attendance grew yearly until
the schools were integrated.

1981-32; 1031-33~ Depression
brought great economy in school
finances. There was a decrease in the
number of pupils, in numbers of
teachers, and in the budget. Tax
collections were slow and the school
was hard hit for funds to pay bills.
Board members were forced to borrow

An economy program caused another
cut in salaries for school employvees
The School Board voted to bar all
married women from the teaching
staff and if n teacher married during
the school year, her contract was
automatically cancelled. This program
continued untl! the critical shortage of
teachers caused by World War [l in
1942,

1034-36 — Commercial course of
typing was added to the curriculum
Salary raises, and for the first year in
several teachers did not receive war-
rants, but cash. Two rooms were
added to the high school building
because of crowded conditions

1986-36; 1936-37— A new concept
in education held sway— let the child
learn only what he wants to learn and
do exactly as he wants to do. Later the
era came to be known as the "'soapbox
and hammer era."’ Children brought
to school, hammers, saws, nails,
sandpaper, and wood on which to use
the tools

Local school buses were purchased
by the school. Lyle Brandon became
the first bus manager. Prior to this
time individuals had contracted buses
to the school

1937-38— F. A. Hemphill, a grad-
uste of L.H.S., became superinten-
dent. Visual aid materials were pur-
chased by the school and many
teachers enrolled for an extension
course in Visual Education (from
Texas Technological College — taught
by Dr. Lewis B, Cooper.)

1938-39— School Board voted to
purchase 14 lots adjacent to school
property, to be used for playground. A
four-room temporary building was
constructed Lo alleviate crowded con-
ditions.

1941-42— Began the 12-year pro-
gram. No greater number of students
were enrolled but they were scattered
over more grades. New textbooks and
A new program of instruction had to be
worked out

1942-43 — Saw election, for the first
time in about 10 years, of married
women as teachers in Littlefield
schools,
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cinsses met on a hall-day scheduls

until completion. 1948 { August) School

purchased 15 new school buses at a
cost of $40,000
1960-61 School Lunchroom pre

gram initiated. [t started operstion in @
frame building located about where
the band hall now stands. New
quarters were provided in conjuflction
with a high school building program in
1951-52, Today it is the banquet
for both civic and school organizations

1961-62~ New high school building
completed at a cost of $500,00(

1962-53 — Ralph Schilling, H. 8
Principal, was instrumental in organi
zing the National Honor Society (Jos
C. Hutchinson Chapter) and in quali
fying for membership in the National
Association of Secondary Schools

1963-54 Fieldton Schoel consoll
dated with Littlefield to add some 19
sections to the district. Hailds Pearce
wias superintendent for & one-year
tenure. First Powder-Puff foothall
game between Junior and Senior girls
{handkerchiel-grab tackles) as a Stu
dent Council fund raising project
Skipped a few years, but in 1959-60 it
became a yearly event

18564-56; 1969-60— Dr. Ralph Schil
ling earned Ed. D. while he was
superintendent

1964-55 Central’’ building
razed. It had become the elementary
building in 1925, when primary and
high school buildings were completed
A new 23-room elementary building
replaced it as part of a 8375000
building program. The same building
program included an «.zht-classroom
addition to primary and four-class-
room addition to the senior high
building. The freshmen were moved
from junior high to senior high
Numerous repairs were made to the
junior high building also

1956-67— A local chapter of Future
Teachers of America was chartered on
February 256, 1957. It was named the
Bonnie Crosby Chapter in honor of a
local junior high school teacher
deceased, Integration of black school
and white schools became a reality in
fall of 1956

center

THE SECOND YEAR Littlefield High school fielded a football team was 1923, and
these young men went out for the team. The players were [top| Cecil Williams,
Larry Barber, Fontain Parker, Lloyd Springer, Stanley Stripe: [middle] Scott
Vickery, Earl White, Earl Hopping, George Smith; [bottom | Armon Logan, Sidney
Hopping [team captain], Embert Mueller and Todd Williams.

1943-44— Purris Williams was
superintendent. Because of shortage
of farm workers, the school board
voled to turn out school for three
weeks in the fall Lo enable students to
assist with harvesting of cotton.
Spring months saw a student body
walking out strike against personal
actions of the superintendent, With
regret, the school board had to request
the superintendent's resignation, The
board agreed to pay his, and his wife’s
unearned salaries for the rest of the
year. Mrs. Pat Boone, (the former
Flora Besst Hopping) was elected to
act as superintendent for the rest of
the year (about 3 months). All went
smoothly during that time

1944-45; 1946-46— Football was
restored, after war years. Salaries for
all school personnel increased. School
enroliment grew and grave need for
more classrooms developed. Choral
music department instituted; high
school newspaper) there had been
several prior attempts) was started to
continue its publication to the present
time under ihe title of the SKAT: a
yearbook program was permanently
installed (earlier years saw El Campito
published in 1924, 1025, 1826, and La
Memoria published in 1940-41) with a
publication know as WILDCAT,

1946-47; 1962-53— Joe C. Hutchin-
son became superintendent.

1947-48—~ Distributive Education
was added to curriculum after local
businessmen petitioned the school
board to start the program. Student
Council came into being to tlmu
student activities. H. 8. Pamcipnl
Duffey, accomplished its origin.

1948-49— Eight class~ooms added
1o primary building with completion in
the fall—for several months primary

1958.59— Homecoming activities
were initiated. Mrs. Roy Wade (form-
er Ruth Courtney, L.H.S. graduate of
1924; was elected Homecoming
Queen. Since that first year a high
school girl has been named queen

1960-61 ~Glenn D. Reeves was
superintendent. He was the 13th o
hold the position in Littlefield Inde
pendent School District. The school
system in 1962.63, boasted a faculty
and suxilinry staff of well over 100
people, and a student enrollment of
above 2.300. Four brick huxldmm
designated as primary (grades 1, 2, 3)
elementary (grades 4, 5, 6); ]I.lr‘llnl
high (grades 7, 8); and high school
(grades 9, 10, 11, 12) sccommodated
96 professional units. Associated
building units included an industrial
arts shop, an agricultural shop. a
lunchroom, two auditoriums and two
Eymnasiums

Twelve buses ran some 120,000
miles a year to cover a 220-sq. mil
school district. In 196263 the opera
tional budget was set at approximately
$720,000

Later, the school district voled »
$800,000 bond issue to provide a new
high school building and up-date other
buildings.
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Agents court buyers;

l|]|

Menonites attracted to Littlefield Lands 4

The hearty land agent led the songs
ol the front of a special railroad car,
and they went like thia:

"Here's to good old Texas, boys,

Down on the Littlefield Lands,

‘Tis Nature's garden spot of earth,

For hero we have the land,

And rain and soil and sunshine,

And everything so grand...”

The occasion was a trip by some
(German Mennonites from the midwest
o Littlefield in 1914 when new, rich,
Lamb County land was being sold and
first put to plow

It is recalled by Mrs. Helen Funk
who with her six-year-old son, Harold,
was on one of a half-dozen trips for
Mennonite groups, and who came
later with her husband Lo setile their
new home

Mrs. Funk also has copies of an
optimistic brochure on ‘'Littlefield
Land”’ that went to the prospective
seltlers and of a pamphlet of songs
that chorused the praises of Littlefield

It was all part of a promotion that
would rival any of the best efforts of
Madison Avenue today, and it was
headed by a large and well remem-
bered man named Rawlings, who was
head of the Rawlings Land Co. of
Kansas City, Mo

He was the song leader on the trip
Mrs. Funk made in 1914, the fifth such
excursion. lts passengers were Men-
nonites who then lived from Kansas to
Canada. They boarded the train in
Hillsboro, and journeyed in a festive
spirit, helped along with the special
songs to Lubbock.

Strong community

From there they came by auto to
Littlefield and a look at the new lands,
which many bought and in which they
formed a strong German Mennonite
community, with ties that went far
back into the old country

For several vears the colony was
strong here, with two churches in
Littlefield. One was the second church
built in Littlefield, just after the

Preshyterians had finished a church
home, It stood on the present site of
the Martin Lutheran Church and was
bought by the First Methodist Church

The second, the Holloman Menno-
nite church built by members of the
faith who always wore beards, later
was bought by the First Baptsit
Church and moved, then later burned

World War | brought some prob-
lems to the community, whose mem-
bers did not believe in military
conscription and had left Germany and
Russia with their parents in years
before Lo avoid it

This belief Jed to strained relations
in World War 1 and most Mennonites
moved on, Mrs, Funk recalls. She and
her family did not move onto the land
that they bought until 1924, although
for years they made s summer trip
down here from Kansas to do little
things towards their new home

Wouldn't buy

Mrs. Funk then was Mrs, Henry S
Goertz, whose husband made one of
the earlier trips and chose some land
but would not buy until his wife
approved. Mr. Goertz died in 1927,
just three years after the family
moved

In 1963 Mrs. Funk married J. M.
Funk, a lifelong acquaintance whose
parents had come over from Russia on
the same boat with Mrs, Funk's
parents. Mr. Funk was a familiar
figure in Littlefield years, carrying
mail from the railroad te the post
office. He died in 1953.

The Mennonite land promotion was
one of several in 1914, 1915 and 1916,

A 1916 booklet glowed with pictures
of tremendous crops on land near
Littlefield, with pictures of water
gushing from irrigation wells and of
apples and peaches that had grown on
trees just a few years old.

One part even explained how the
summers would not be too hot for
comfort —because of the aliitude —and
another part explained how mild the
southern winters were

Few susels of the land were over-
looked in the Rawlings literature that
made up a large booklet. There was
picture evidence of bountiful maize
crops, watermelons, sudan grass,
alfalfa, wheat and cattle.

Cotton, the big crop of the South
Plains today, was not mentioned.

This was to come later when the
grand predictions that Mr. Rawlings
made at every opportunity all came
true

It was a spirited period, for sober,
religious people who wanted mostly a
place to establish homes and live in
peace, and who understood
the feel of rich soil between their
fingers.

The songs that Mr. Rawlings led
paralleled the pictures in his pam-
phlet, with glowing promises,

‘Beulah Land’

One was set to the tune of ‘‘Beulah
Land,”” and went this way:

“We have a load of corn and cane,

Alfalfa, fruit and every grain,

In fact, most everything we sow,

This valley here will fully grow.

"0 Littlefield Lands, my Littlefield
Land."'

One song was set to the tune of

“Marching Through Georgia' and
another to the ‘‘Battle Hymn of the
Republic'’.

Another was set to the music of

“Maryland'', and plagarized that
patriotic song for verse on verse,

“You ask what Land 1 love the best,

Littlefield Land, my Littlefield
Lands,

The fairest in the Great Southwest,

Littlefield Lands, My Littlefield
Lands.

“Where melons and grapes and
fruits do well,

Where grain and hogs and cattle tell

Me there to come and with them
dwell,

Littlefield Land, My Littlefield
lands. "'

T T et .
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SONGS and SCENES of
LITTLEFIELD LANDS
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IN THE BRAZOS VALLEY OF TEXAS.
Tune, “Marching Through Georgia.”

Here's to good old Texas, boys,
Down on the Littlefield Lands,
*Tis Nature's garden spot of earth,

For here we have the land,
And min and scil and sunshine,
And everything so grand,
In the Brazos Valley of
Texas.

Chorus.
Hurrah, hurrah, send up a mighty

cheer,
Hurrah, hurrah, & bumper crop
each year,
We've left hard winters back of us,
And there's nothing more to fear
In the Brazos Valley of
Texas.

The melons and milo maize,
Alfalfa and the corn,

I never saw such beautiful fields
And crops since | was born:

The apple and the peach trees,
The verdant fields adorn

In the Brazos Valley of
Texns.

The climate’'s mild and pleasant,
From the Guli the breezes blow,
The rain in sesnon's plentiful,
And makes the crops to grow,

We get the best of everything
e have a mind to sow,
In the Brazos Valley ol
Texas.

The railroads and the schools are
here;

We make no sacrifice,
We're planting in the early spring,

QOur produce brings the price,
We're happy and contented,

It's the farmers’ paradise

In the Brazos Valley of
Texas.

The richness and the depth of soil
Make all the farmers amile.
It makes their time and money
And their labor worth the while,
For it is as productive
As the delta of the Nile—
In the Brazos Valley of

Texas,

When asutumn comes we call the
dogs,
Take down the old shotgun,
Jack rabbita, ducks and partridges
And deer make lots of fun.
We take & team of mules, for there
Is shooting by the ton—
In the Brazos Valley of

Texas.
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STEVE SMITH
Optometrist
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flies on!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA!

It is with pride that we join our many
friends who are celebrating the Bicen-
tennial

For the past 45 years, since this
optometric practice was established by
Dr. Ira E. Woods, it has been our
pleasure to serve the visual needs of
the people of this area,

The past brings many pleasant
memories to all of us. The future for
the nation and this area looks even
brighter. With this in mind, we are
looking forward to serving you during
the years ahead.
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Words To Remember., . .

“America is our country, right or wrong. When
right, to be kept right; when wrong, to be put right.”
CARL SCHURZ
Happy Birthday America!

WINGO REAL ESTATE

DARLAH HULIN
~ Prame Stylist .

B.W. Armistead & Associates

D. E. Student
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Arthur Duggan helped round-up enemy agents

By NILAH RODGERS

There wasn't a single case of enemy
sabotage on the U.S. mainland during
WWIIL, and one of the main reasons
was that most of the enemy agents in
the U.8. were picked up by FBI agents
within 10 days after the first bomb was
dropped on Pearl Harbor,

And Arthur P. Duggan of Littlefield
was one of the special FBI agents who
helped round up enemy spies involved
in espionage,

Duggan got his law degree from the
Univarsity of Texas in 1935 and started
practicing law in Austin during the
Depression. ‘‘“Whew! Times were
hard,”” Duggan said. When married in
1940, Duggan said it looked to him like
there was going to be a war,

He had attended MNMI a couple of
years and was entitled to enter the
cavalry, army or navy as sergeant.
"‘But the services weren't remotely
interested,”’ Duggan said. ‘It wasn't
very attractive then to enter as a
private.” So he tried to get into the
stale department, but he said he
didn’t speak their language with his
slow West Texas drawl.

A neighbor of Duggan's suggested

wire

they

FBI work. ''Heck, the FBI knows a war
is coming,"" he told Duggan.

I really wasn't interested in chas-
ing stolen cars across state lines and
running after white slave traffic,”
Duggan said. ‘'But | was interested in
the internal security of the United
States. You don't apply for FBI work,
you have to be asked. 1 filled in the
information and waited to see what
would happen."

He began his work with the FBI on
June 30, 1941, six months before the
war broke out. At times his work was
80 secretive that he couldn’t even tell
other FBI agents what he was doing.
Agents didn’t even contact their field
division, but sent their own messages
directly to FBI headquarters in Wash-
ington,

Duggean was in the Newark, N. J.
office on the Sunday Pear]l Harbor was
bombed, The next day the FBI started
picking up key German people who
had been under observation for weeks
and oftentimes months before the war
started.

German Huns (former German sol-
diers inWWI) working in oil refineries
and other big plants that could go up

i ivensing i
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in one big blast were picked up and
taken to a center on Ellis Island for a
hearing. If they were considered
dangerous from an espionage point,
they were kept in camps for the
duration of the war.

A German who still retained his
German citizenship and who had been
in the Germany Army during the first
wir had been seen around the naval
base at Charleston, 8. C.

Duggan was told the man might be
in Trenton, N. J. He and another agent
went in to make the arrest. “‘We
showed the suspect our cards and told
him we had a warrant for his arrest,
He went for his back pocket.

“"When he went for his pocket we
both pulled guns because we figured
he waa going for one. Fortunately |
didn’t pull the trigger. | sure would
hate to shoot an unarmed man,
Instead of pulling out a gun, he had
reached for his handkerchief.’’

Another arrest Duggan took part in
involved the German spy involved in
espionage on whom the movie ''House
on 72nd Street’’ was based,

“You can appreciate the fact that
there was no enemy directed sabotage

OUR NATIONS 200™ BIRTHDAY

on the U.S. mainland more when you
know the extremes the Germans went
to to sabotage the states,”” Duggan
said.

While Duggan was in his New York
office, a German submarine unloaded
a sub full on Long Island. One was
picked up early and he had to be kept
in the New York office and watched
each minute of every day and night
until the rest were picked up and the
FBI was ready to announce the arrests
to the newspapers.

“Two agents watched him every
second, '’ Duggan said. *'We even had
to go to the bathroom with him. I had
to babysit with him for a week. They
were all convicted. They didn't do one
act of sabotage. They didn’t have a
chance."’

For the next year and a half,
Duggan was involved in purely es-
pionage work looking for enemy
agents as a diplomatic legal attache to
the Dominican Republic.

“The only safe way to get to the
Dominican Republic was by plane,”’
he said. German subs were very active
in the Caribbean. Boats went in
convoys with plenty of military vessels

to protect them. While in the Domini-
can Republic, Duggan said he found a
heck of a lot of communist activity,
especially from the Spanish Commu-
nists

‘l learned one thing while there,”
Duggan said. ‘1 don't want to live
under any kind of dictatorship., That
one was far right instead of lefi
Dictatorship isn't for me.”’

Duggan resigned from the FBI after
the war was over. "'l was really fired
up on the internal security thing, and
I'm happy I got to workon it,"" he said
Duggan resigned in October of 1945
but he had enough overtime Lo carry
him through March of the next year
"Whew! The overtime was terrific.”’

Duggan received real experience in
s hurry in his five years of practicing
law in Austin. With the war behind
him he said he was ready to come back
to Littlefield. He opened his law office
here in 1946.

Duggan first came to Littlefield in
1912 at the tender nge of two, Since
that time, the names of Littlefield and
Duggan have been synonymous, for
Arthur P. Duggan Sr. founded the city
of Littlefield.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their
creator with certain unalienable rights, that among

| ahead! Happy the§e are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness . . .”
| American freedom was born July 4, 1776 with the
lay America. adoption of the Declaration of Independence. To the

56 Founding Fathers who signed that historic

document, their pronouncement was truly an
affirmation of values . . . to which they solemnly
pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor.

Now . . . as we celebrate the 200th anniversary

of the birth of our nation . . . let us renew that pledge:

that the rights they proclaimed so fearlessly, won so
dearly, defended so bravely, shall be forever cherished
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il hd [
d— and given room to grow. The men who
mllillll g A\ |\ established this country knew that pious talk isn’t
l..mnmummmuII,I.,u|muuurumnnnu.l ’ ‘\.l:‘._\ \ enough .. . that the i()b takes Vl.g”dn(.'f’, commitment
A G\

[ | &\ ) and plain hard work. Let's get on with it.
i . .1 —f \_I' Bt e l G The promise is still unfolding . . .
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Mrs. Williams recalls city’s gro

(The Leader-News is grateful to Mrs
Edith Alexander Williams for turning
in this article on her family and the
development of the Sudan school
system. We also thank her for sending
us the peitures to go along with the
article.)

By EDITH ALEXANDER WILLIAMS

Fifty vears ago on Jaunuary 19,
1926, Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Alexander
my fathe: and mother, arrived in
Sudan with their five little daughters
to make their home about one and one
hall miles southwest of the Sudan
cemelery

Papa had arrived in Sudan with our
immigrant car on January 17 Mama
in our 1925 T-Model Ford with we five
children, arrived on the 19th
Ihe Santa Fe depot was our fird
stop. With the help of us lder
children, my parents finished loading
our belongings into the wagons, and
we reached our new home, “‘on the
Ballies™", as Papa called it, about
sundown. Everyone was hungry, cold
homesick and blue

The home, as you can see, was a
two-room boxcar shack

Papa purchased the land from
Furneaus-Wilson Land Company in
1925, He improved it with hand
powered tools, and farmed the land by
mule power

Our family well recalls lots of raw
country, unpaved roads and many man
hours of hard labor

Charley and Maude (Harper) Alex-
ander were married December 6,

- Iﬂ.p‘ - 4
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1908, residing at Newlin, Texas, near
Memphis
We five daughters are: Eva, (de-
ceased) who married A, L. Spruill,
aren Sudan farmer
Ethel, married Allen Beal, also
n Sudan farmer
Lois, married Corporal Othel Cham-
bers of Lubbock, who served with the
U.S. Army five and half years. He is
now employed as conductor-brakeman
for the Santa Fe st Slaton Texas.
Lillian, married Metal Smith 3rd
class ““Bill”" Cook, with the U.S, Navy,
during World War [1. Their farm home
is near Littlefield
Edith, the second daughter, married
Clifford Williams, a Sudan farmer and
area ginner for 30 years
he Alexander family has not been a
family of celebrities, but we do feel
exalted to have the privilege of being
called plain pioneers of Lamb County
The picture of the Sudan School was
taken by my mother in 1925. All of us
children attended school in this build-
ing
I seem to be the one of the family
that has lived my life very closely with
our school. | was in the seventh grade
when we began our school work in
Sudan. The high school building was
being erected when we moved here, so
we were lucky to be present when the
corner stone was laid
In January of 1930 this building was
destroyed by fire. We seniors had to
graduate in the old building.
I have witnessed lots of changes on

C. B. ALEXANDER, along with & Mr. Garrison, sit perched atop a windmill
they build in 1925. The children below include the Garrison children and
Lillian and Lois Alexander. [Personal Photo|

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,

Send these the homeless, tempest tossed, to me;
I'lift my lamp beside the golden door.”

EMMA LAZARUS

Hats off to our Great Nation.

“Give me your tired, your poor,

Words To Remember., . .

in a cotton field--LaQuita

our school campus. The High School
building was re-built the summer of
1930, In 1957 | watched the walls of
the old building crumble and fall, to be
replaced with our modern Home
Economics building. The addition of
our Elementary School, and Agricul-
ture Department was also erected at

that time. )
I have witnessed the improvement

of our school sewer system, from
cesspool, to tying on with the city
sewer. The school also had its own
water system with a storage tank. This
was also united with the City Water
Power. | have seen us change from
coal heating to gas to our modern set
up of today. | have witnessed the
building of several football fields, two
stadiums, two gyms, three bus bams,
a number of tennis courts, field
houses, inside improvements in the
buildings, and now all our improve-
ments for School Food Service
Lunches, which were first brought in
pails, paper sacks, or wrapped in
newpapers. Our first lunchroom was
st up in the upstairs of this old
building in the 1940's. Now, we are
fully equipped with electricity and gas,
and a nice spacious dining area. A
chain of 50 years remains unbroken
that the Alexander family has been
represented in the Sudan School,

Having spent almost five years of
my schooling here, then taking 256
years to put our three children through
the same school, and now just finish-
ing 20 years of service with the school
lunchroom, I just have to admitt 1 do
feel rather at home when there is
conversation about the Sudan School.

To make me feel even closer to
school life my daughter, Nancy Foust,
is now employed as Supervisor over
the Special Education Department of
the Littlefield School.

Since cotton was the principal
interest of the Alexander families

Eating watermelon

and Gedonne Williams
in fall of 43

s

Forbid it, Almighty God, | know not what
course others take but qs for me,
or give me death!”

Bicy Nt 3 .

The picture of the cotlon ﬁa.ld,
along with the old cotton sack, whu‘h
was our pioneer form of harvesting,
might be proof of what Lamb County
children can boast of in years to come

livelihood, we are happy to tbmh that
our past participation in this industry
might have been a help t".r the
designating place of our Lamb County
Denim mill

FIVE GENERATIONS on each side of the room gathered
in Lamb County more than 20 years ago. The child in the
middle is Miss Alane Weaver, and on either side of her
are her parents, Dale and LaQuita [ Williams] Weaver. To
Dale's back are his parents, Bill and Roeane Weaver; Roe-
ane’s parents, Charlie and Pearl Harmon; and Charlie's

mother, Mrs. Joe T. Harmon, Sr. They were g/
residents. Behind LaQuita are her parenis ()
Edith Williams; Edith’s mother, Mrs. C } §
Alexander; and Maude's parents, Mr. snd My
Harper. [Photo courtesy of Mrs. Edith Willias |

Words To Remember. . .

“America lives in the heart of ever &

man everywhere who wishes to find a regio

where he will be free to work out his des

as he chooses.”

~Woodrow W

We salute our American Heritage.

LANCE INSURANCE

-SUDAN-

Words to Remember..,

o :
Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be

purchased at the price of chains and slavery

give me libe

PATRICK HENR
We proudly salute this patriot who has mad:

these words the motto of American freeda

Sudan Livestoclk Feeders Grain Co
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outlasted dark years

The mayor declared Mond-y a
holiday ‘to clean up the city,"" giving
the bank remson not to open on
Monday and & needed breathing spell.
Sunday and Monday were spent
contacting depositors, urging them to

redeposit or leave their money in the
bank.

In a public meeting Monday, lead-
ing citizens bespoke their faith and
made deposits. The bank gained more
than $100,000 in deposits when it
opened on Tuesday.

At one stage during the ‘‘run’’ days,
Mr. Hilbun saw the bank's largest
depositor pass by, and called him in.

He was the late D. G. Hobbs, a
ginner at Bainer Switch, with 89,000
on deposit. Mr. Hilbun explained the
situation and told him:

""We can pay you today, but I can't
promise for «omorrow. They're taking
this money out pretty fast.'

Mr. Hobbs was undisturbed *I
appreciate your telling me,"’ he said,
"'but if your bank closes my money will
still be there."

Many residents came by to voice
their confidence and appreciation.
““They evidently thought 1 was trying
to run them a good bank; if it hadn't
been for this cooperation we couldn't
have made it."”

Even then, the going was close. By
early 1933, when President Roosevelt
closed the banks for examination and
certification under a federal guarantee
of deposits, the Federal Reserve Bank
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lls 1923

had come to the
"' 8o recalls Mrs,
r first impression of

d her husban.. .. ar
d here from Ruwiman
he had lived sin her

prough Littlefield 1., a
rest of our things
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J. C. HILBUN, longtime Littlefield banker, nursed the city's one
bank through the dark days of the 1920's depression. He came to
Littlefield from Roby in 1927.

explained.
Mr. Dow traded with J. C. Whicker
of the Yellowhouse Land Company for

a plot of land 6 miles southeast of

town.
“My husband told me he wasn't
burning bridges behind him, but he
wasn'l ever going back to Kaufman
County,” she continued.
“There was no paving and it had
been raining a lot that fall. Mud was

A Day To Remember. .

...Dec. 16,1773

was almost keeping a man up here to
demand their money on checks "“‘in
flont”" between the bank and clesring
house.

The moratorium ended and the bank
got no word to re-open, as others were
doing. After three days, Mr. Hilbun
took a train to Dallas to talk to Federal
Reserve officiala,

They sent an examiner back with
him, and the bank quickly was
approved for opening, with strong
refinancing.

“Didn't charge off a note,’' he
recalls of the examination.

These pre-moratorium days had
special experiences. One morning
Hilbun was met on opening by two
men owing notes who had obtained
money somewhere else, and paid off

hacanue they knew we needed the
money.’

Once the bank went two or \hree
days without putting deposit{ and
checks on the books. Deposits \were
put in individual envelopes and; held
on the vault, for return if the bank
failed to open next day.

Public confidence grew through the
country after 1933, and the First
National found more solid footing, as
did all banks.

By the time World War [I arrived,
the South Plains was on a prosperous
level.

When Mr. Hilbun sold his interest
in the bank in 1945, it had a capital
structure of $300,000, and was
healthy.

hub deep, and everything was just a

mess,'' Mrs. Dow laughingly said.

Mr. Dow died in 1932, and 13 years
later Mrs. Dow moved into town from

her farm,

The Boston Tea Party occurred when colonists

as Indians raided three British ships and threw their

of tea into the harbor rather than pay a tax on them.

alute the Brave Men who violently fought for freedom.

Original Tasty Taco

Ra'lph Mendes, Owner

621 Hall

385-3764

i

{Editor's Note— Reprinted from he
26-year Historical Edition of the
Leader of 1938.)

T

From my earliest childhood recollec-
tions I thought of the Postmaster as
being the most hated and grouchiest
man in town at whom everyone wanted
to throw ink bottles, So it was a most
unusual surprise to me when [ arrived
in Littlefield, Texas on December 5th,
1912 and learned that 1 was slated for
Littlefield's first postmaster, being
possibly the youngest postmaster in
the United States at the time.

Petitions were circulated for the
establishment of a Post Office and for
my appointment as its first postmas-
ter. These petitions were signed by
every cowhoy in the entire area, every
person that came through the vicinity,
and all the babies hereaboul. Roscoe,
infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Sid Clark,
(Sid being the cowboy living at East
Camp on Yellow House Ranch;, was
the youngest signer of these petitions.
His mother held his hand on the pen
when he ‘'signed’’ his name,

Carl and Gladys Smith, (the later
being the wife of F " e of
Littlefield) were the yo chilfren
to sign. Although they were very
small, they could sign their names.
The petitions were accepted at Wash-
ington, and the Post Office established
in March 1913,

The office consisted of a walled up
partition of beaded ceiling about 4 feet
square in the northwest corner of the
front office of the Land Company's
office next to my desk. An opening
was left to get in and out with no door
thereto, and a small hole was cut in the
south wall through which mail was
handed. A kerosene lamp furnished
light for mail deliveries when the

1776 -

carrier was late, Money orders and
stamps were sold from my desk.

Mrs, Vernie V. White, later Mrs.
Vernie V. Wright, was my assistant
postmistress at a salary of $5.00 per
month. Mrs. Wright arrived in Little-
field March 8, 1913 with her young
son, Maurice and accepted a position
as stenographer for the Land Com-
pany.

The first mail arrived March 14,
1913, by horse and buggy team from
Barton Site, the carrier being George
Plummer and being paid by public
subscription for his service, Barton
Site was merely a post ofice in the
residence of Mrs. Sally J. Smith,
mother of Roy and Charles Smith who
were later citizens of our town, she
being postmistress. Mail came (o
Barton Site from Hale Center.

Barton Site was located some 25
miles east of Littlefield, directly east of
the North Spade Ranch headquarters
The second mail carrier and the first
official one appointed by the govern-
ment was W. H. Willis, He owned an
automobile which was the third car in
Littlefield. The delivery office was
changed from Barton Site to Aber-
nathy where John Amet was post-
master.

If Mr. Willis' car broke down, I
would use the Land Company's Buick
and go for the mail myself. One one of
these trips when [ stopped to open a
wire gate, the car failed to start again;
and it developed that a rear axle was
broken. A Mr. Vaughn, a rancher,
pulled the car to Littlefield by mule
team and it was several days before a
new axle, that had to be ordered, could
be installed on the car.

Many nights in bad weather, cold,
rain, or snow, Mr. Willis would be late

Words To Remember. . .

“America is a land of wonders, in which everything

FIRST MAIL to come into Littlefield in 1913 was
greeted by Postmaster C. J. Duggan and Mrs.
Vernie V. White, assistant postmistress. This was
in 1913.

Duggan first postmaster

with the mail; and although the
postmaster was not required (o put up
the mail after 6:00 o'clock at night, 1
had the rule of handing out the mail
regardless at the hour it arrived.

Well, do | remember one Christmas
Eve night with snow on the ground 6
or 8 inches deep when | was dead tired
from the work and exertion of staging
a community Christmas tree, [ told
them that | would give them all a
special Christmas gift by putting up
the mail and letting them have theirs.

The post office remained in the little
dark corner of the Land Company's
office until the handsome 2-story
yellow brick building was erected one
block south and the land office moved
therein. | then rented the rear room of
that building from Major Littlefield for
§18.00 per month and had a door cut
between my private office and the
Land Company's office and 1o my
room so that [ could get in and out
easily. | had to pay for my own fuel
for heating and oil for lighting.

Mr. Floyd Sadler rented the front
part of the room and served as my
assistant when | was out of the office, |
ordered steel fixtures and had to pay
for them myself although the Govern-
ment received part of the box rent
fees.

I was known throughout the country
as a first class postmaster of a fourth
class office and | never allowed any
one to introduce me as a fourth class
postmaster. | felt that Littlefield
needed the best equipment and ser-
vice and always gave it to the public.
When a brick building was built on
Phelps Avenue for Mr. Sadler, he
moved his drug store and he was
succeeded as assistant postmaster by
M. W. J. Wade, who received $25.00
per month salary

is in constant motion and every change an improvement,

No natural boundary seems to be set to the efforts of man,

and in his eves what is not yet done is only that he has not

yet attempted to do.”

ALEXIS de TOCQUEVILLE

We're proud of America’s past and we welcome the

challenges of the future.

CAMPBELL INSURANCE AGENCY

&

BLACK & CAMPBELL COTTON

Bob Mills - Manager

1014 Main - Amherst - 246-3226
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iy NILAH RODGERS

Like the verse of the song that says,
‘You've come & long way, Baby, to
et where you're at today,"' Lamb
County has come a long way according
to Mrs. Simon D. Hay who moved to
Sudan 51 years ago.

Not only did Mrs. Hay and her late
husband help build Lamb County, but

helped keep it straight.”

Hay was Lamb County commission-
er for eight years during Prohibition
days and the county's wild bootlegg-
Mg years

We never traveled without a little
Coll automatic right st Sim's knee,’
Mrs. Hay said. “'Our sheriff got mixed
up with the bootleggers and Mr. Hay
was the commissioner who made a
motion to impeach him

“And he threatened to shoot Sim, of
course.”” Mrs. Hay added,

The sheriff in question actually went
o Sudan from Olton gunning for Hay
after this.

"1 went to the depot to meet Sim's
sister who was coming from Chicago
for a visit. A lot of men gathered
around and demanded to know what |
was doing there. ‘The sheriff is here to
shoot Sim," they told me. ‘Get out of
Llown

I was walking across the street to
the post office when | met the sheriff
Good aftermoon’, 1 said. ‘How are
vou? ‘Good afternoon,” the sheriff
mswered, and that was the end of
that. He did shoot his deputy's finger
off that day, though.” Mrs. Hay
laughed

The sheriff was sent to the peniten-
tiary and his deputy took his place as
county sheriff. The deputy followed in
the sheriff's footsteps, and was sent to
the pen, also

No wonder | like to read west-
erns,” Mrs. Hay exclaimed. "'Oh, he
was a good looking, movie star-type
sheriff. And a good sheriff. If he had
just kepl away from the bootleggers

All the time Mrs Hav talked, her
fingers busily sorted and filed cards in
the Lamb County Library where she
volunieers her services half a day each
wiek

Sim was of French ancesiry,™
Mrs. Hay said. "He was Simon
fpronounced see moan) Delagneau
(day lawn you) Hay. His grandparents
rame to America from France just
before the Civil War and the Hay
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family drank wine with their meals
instead of water. But after Simon was
elected n county official, he wouldn't
allow a drop of liquor in the house, He
sald it wasn't right, with him in
office. "’

Hay was counly judge six years
following the eight years as county
commissioner,

'‘County elections were exciting in
those days,”” Mrs. Hay said, without a
break in the rhythm of her nimble
fingers sorting the index cards. '‘Na-
tional elections didn’t draw the in-
terest then that they do now."

One of Sim's elections was contest-

ed once. And Ann Rutledge, who used
to be Ann Douglass, served the papers
on hum. People used to have ranch
dances and everyone would drive for
miles and miles to attend. He was at a
dance and asked Ann if she'd like to
dance with him. She said she would,
that she had a paper she wanted to
give him. Then she served the
papers.’

After serving in county elective
positions 14 consecutive years, Hay
was the postmaster at Sudan 25 years.
"And I was the boss,”” Mrs. Hay said
and snickered. “*Of course I didn't get
any pay for & long time. When we went
from third to second class, that was a
different story.”

Mrs, Hay paused momentarily in
her indexing, tilted her head and
smiled.

Simon and Laura Hay both grew up
in llinois. "'He was my school boy
friend,”” she said.

Hay suffered ill effects from must-
ard gas during WWI and his doctor
advised him to find a warmer, dryer
climate. His family owned farmland at
Ralls. so he headed for Texas.

The day Hasy arrived in Sudan in
1920 wearing his northern city over-
cost and gray fedora, lounging cow-
boys laughed and waged a bet that he
wouldn’t last long.

Hay lived in Sudan until his death in
1962

Mrs. Hay's volunteer library work is
strictly for **fun.”” She is a graduate of
the University of Wisconsin library
school and was a children’s librarian
for seven years at Sheboygan and
Racine, Wisc

She not only knows where in-
dex cards go, but she knows what the

Ambherst got city name
from old train switch

For several vears prior to 1923 the

name ‘Amherst’ on a boarded up little
Sunte Fe railway station was a lonely
prophet of a town that would come

s H1)

The name actually marked a railway
=witch then, one of many lnid out by
the Santa Fe in anticipation of towns to
come. The name apparently was
selevted by a railroad official

In 1923 the Halsell Land Compan:
made plans to sell Sod House pasture
i purt of their Mashed O Ranch, as
tarm land. An acreage was set aside as
i lown site, for a town-to-be, Amherst
They had employed an early day
surveyor, Jeff Williams of Plainview,
who staked off labors and made an
sccurate discription of each division of
land

Hurlbert (Dude) Slate had the first
sore in the fall of 1923 and in early
{924, when a Post Office was estab.
lished, he became the first Post
Master

On August 1, 1923, town lots and
larmis went on sale The Halsells had
employed 8 sales manager, Stanley
Watson of Kansas City. The first farm
win sold to Jack Mullen, now of
!.l'\.f'“.lnl’

sonn buyers with pioneer  spirit

weyrun Lo establish homes in “‘town '’ or
on the furms. they had purchased
several of the first homes were

dugouts of semi-dugouts. An early-
day settler recalled that in the very
beginning one wind mill furnished
water for all those in town.

The first permarent building was
the Amherst Hotel built by the
Company. It contained 26 rooms with
dining facilities and adequate space
for offices, a store and bank. In the
beginning the purpose of the hotel was
o gccomodate prospective buvers, For
years. until it burned in September
1952, it was the most popular stopping
place between Lubbock and Clovis

Farmland and town lot sales were
brisk. On August 1, 1924, Amherst
celebrated its first birthday. The
Company staged a huge barbecue
when 28 beefs were barbecued. An

estimated 10,000 people attended,
The first schools were temporery

frame buildings, as purchasers were
promised schools when they bought
land, Loyd Combs was the first
superintendent. The Halsell Company
donated property for school and
church sites

A civic club of women, the D. B.
Club, were instrumental in having a
frame tabernacle built in town, where
meetings and entertainments were
held

The farm land sold by Mr. W. E.
Halsell was priced at $25.00 an acre,
20 per cent in cash

95.890 flags in all

50 states,

This ranks second only to the Federal

Government in the number of flags it dis-

tributes. We are proud of this fraternal

project,

Woodmen of the World
ED McCANLIES

112 E, 14th

385-4304
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books say, t0o. Mrs. Hay checks out an
arm load everytime she comes in, and
she reads books from the mobile

library, too.

"I read about a book a day,"" ghe

Mrs. Simon D. Hay

said. 'Isn’t that awful? But then [
don't guess that's any worse than

watching soap operas on television. "

“I had to read a lot when | was
librarian. I'd take an arm load of

Ranch sold:

White parts with Yellowhouse

By NILAH RODGERS

Another chapter of history closed on
January 1972 with the announcement
of the sale of the famous George White
Ranch. The Matador Cattle Company
of Wichita, Kan. bought the ranch for
an undisclosed price, but the sale of
the 18,781 acres and ranch buildings
ran in seven figures, or over a million
dollars.

George White of Littlefield haa
owned and operated the ranch since
1932. Originally the ranch was part of
the Yellow House or Tth Division of the
sprawling XIT Ranch.

Just back of the ranch house is the
site of the original “"tallest windmill in
the world." In 1922 the legendary
windmill was located at the foot of a
100-foot cliff in the **Canyon of Yellow
Houses.”" B. H. (Barbeque) Campbell
brought in mule powered well digging
equipment to drill for water, but when
a windmill was placed over the well
there wasn’t enough breeze to turn the
wind wheel, To get the fans of the mill
up above surrounding cliffs, the tallest
windmill in the world was erected. The
132-foot tower reached as high as s
10-story building.

The tower and wind fans stretched
so high that none of the cowboys
wanted to grease it. The ranch
foreman made the cowboys take turns
at this hazardous task, and many a
green hand found it convenient o quit
just before his turn to ascend the tower
that swayed amid the whirlwinds of
the Stuked Plains,

Little did Campbell realize that he
was building a Plains landmark with
the placing of the windmill. In the
years that followed, many picnics were
held. Shouts of "“meet you al the
windmill echoed through the canyon

Daring boys climbed to the top to
impress onlookers. Young people
journeyed to the canyon on Sunday
afternoons o have' pictures taken
under the windmill

Then the tallest windmill in the
world blew down during a blizzard in
1926,

White's great hall uncle, Mujor
George W. Littlefield, and George
White's dad, J. Phelps White, bought
the entire Yellow House Division of
the XIT Ranch in 1901, paying 32 an
acre for $275,000 acres. Due o 2
surveying error, Littlefield became
owner of an additional 37.000 acres
The Yellow House spread totaled
312,000 acres of land in Lamb and
Hockley Counties

The giant ranch was sold o the
Yellow House Land Co. when Major
Littlefield died and the estate had tw
be sold Lo satisfy the Major's estate

Malcoln and Dave Reed and Rob
Badger headed the Yellow House Land
Co., and when the company decided o
sell off most of the ranch in individusl
farms, Phelps White decided to sell
his land ot the same time (he
Littlefield land was sold.

The land company issued Plains
Investment Bonds (o be paid back in
sequence, and began selling tracts of
farm land.

Meantime the Dust Bowl days and
the Great Depression hit, and in 1932,
it was evident o Phelps White that the
Yellow House Land Co, couldn’t pay
for the ranch,

The University of Texas bought the
majority of the bonds sold by the
Yellow House Land Co., and Phelps

White took back 23,000 acres of the
12,000 acre Yellow House Ranch to
protect his first lien note he had the
land company

George White married in 1933 and
movedl to the Yellow House Ranch
from Roswell, N.M.

The Yellow House Ranch has been
the home where buffalo roam, and it
was once strictly o sheep ranch. For
generations the ranch was picknicking
grounds for the people in the Litt]e-
field area and surrounding towns. The
bunk house, with its walls covered
with pages of funny papers, was a
favorite spot. Over the years many
boys have gone swimming in their
birthday suits in the stock watering
tanks or gone skinny dipping in New
Goat Dam

The big buffalo slaughter took place
in 1877 when George and John Causey
and another man invaded the area and
killed more than 8,000 buffaloes on the
Yellow House and Running Water
Draws. For the cow hides the hunters
were paid 81 each, and they received
82 each for the bull hides.

Native buffalo thus wiped out, J.
Phelps White Ister bought 50 head of
buffalo cows, calves and bulls from
McKenzie ot Fort Sumner, N.M. The
rancher soon learned the amazing
homing instincts of the buffalo.

“It took an extra man just to keep
the buffalo from heading home,"
George White said. "'Those wire
fences didn't mean a thing to them
when one of them decided to head
home.

Phelps White sold the buffalo to a
circus man in 1924. By that time there
were four train car loads of the
animals. The man who purchased the
animals londed cows, calves, bulls and
all into the cars without separating
them, White said. **At the time father
said he didn't like the way the man
loaded them all in together,”" George
White said,” hut they were paid for
and father said he didn't feel like it
was any ol his business telling the man
how to ship them

When the truin reached Gallup,
N.M., the buffalo started fighting.
“The biggest end of them were
killed,”" White said, "*You never saw
such a bloody massacre in your life."

White said he doesn 't know whether
buffalo hunters smelled us badly as
the movies depict them to smell or not,
but he is willing to bet on it

White recalls the bad blizzard in
1918 when more than 700 of his dad's
cattle died. Due to hard times many
men were forced to gather bones from
the prairie and sell them for a small
price to keep their families fed. ''They
just picked up the bones,”” White said.
“‘and you could smell them for six or
seven miles. "

The George White or Yellow House
Ranch has been many things to
numerous people — & place for outings
and picnics and swims in cattle tanks.

Through the years George White
unselfishly donated the four and one
half mile wide by sight and one half
mile long ranch w many worthwhile
activities, especially o vouths and the
armed forces.

The scouting district that includes
Lamb, Hockley, Bailey and Yoakum
Counties is named George White
District because of White's generosity
in letting scouts use the ranch.

The ranch was leased to the Air

lIs wild times in coun

children's books home with me at
night and bring them back the next
morning. That's where | "‘.Od
reading awfully fast. I like to read. I'm
not any good with my hands. Never
have been. | used to read travel and
history. Now | mostly read fiction. I
don’'t want to use my mind any mm
than I can help. Isn't that awful?'’ she

laughed.

BICENTEyy,

County librariang
always brightens u,.'l,‘;
comes in. She lhun’
dark day. And wheq 4"
busy, she gives them 4 g
She literally makes »

Itis h.l'd to find Anyopg '
M

most interes;
know, rning o

Bula School Distrig
organized in late 19

By MRS. JOHN BLACKMAN

Miss Gladys Butler, & young lady of
18, just gradusted from Burleson
College, which was then located at
Greenville, was hired as the first
teacher for Bula. Miss Butler had
about 31 pupils in her first classes, an
ungraded system. This was a one room
school located in the Nordyke huild-
ing. This building now stands on the
Cecil Jones farm and is used for
storage. Mr. Nordyke and his son
Zyra, a pupil of Miss Butler, were
in the water well drilling business.
School was in session from January
thru May, 1925, was forced to close
due to the lack of funds. Miss Butler

Force during WW 11 for a bombing
site, For several years Marine re-
serves have used the ranch for practice
maneuvers. Twice a year ROTC mem-
bers from Lubbock used the ranch for
mock battles,

The new chapter of ranch history
began in 1972. the famous George
White Yellow House Ranch is no
mare

Two women
start clubs

Home Demonstration Clubs were
organized in Lamb County when Miss
Ruby Mashburn, Home Demonstra-
tion Agent, and Mrs. L. L. Massengill
traveled all over the county to organize
the clubs in 1929 and 1930. There were
several clubs organized in Lamb
County at that time.

Mrs. Massengill had been a Home
Demonstratin Club member in Law-
rence, Kaufman County, beginning in
1920, and has been a member ever
since, about 47 years of which have
been in Lamb County. She is the
pioneer of Home Demonstration Clubs
in Lamb County.

Mrs. Massengill served as president
of the Lawrence, Kaufman County,
Council, Littlefield, Oklahoma Ave-
nue, and Lamb County Council, as
well as holding other offices in each
club. When she was Lamb County
Council President, there were the
largest number of clubs in the county
there have ever been, with 300 to 400
members. Mrs, Massengill received
lh: p;ﬁuwmnuion of the woman
who in Home Demostration
Club the longest at the Bicentennial
Days activities,

Demonstrations in the clubs in-
cluded canning vegetables, fruits,
beef, and pork in pressure cookers, in
both jars and tin cans: sewing, child
care, gardening and various other
things. Mr. and Mrs, Massengill
raised and canned about 900 con-
Lainers of food in about 1930,

900 cans of food

Soldier gave

county name

Lamb County, which was formed in
l'ilhi‘ was named after s youny swcond
liwutenant who fell in the first charge
ut I..he Battle of San Jacino,

(.nmr;e A. Lamb was born in 1814
ond died in 1836 on (he famous
batt l:f':ld near San Jacinto, The 22
Year old man never knew his name had
been chosen for the name of the
county ranking second in colton pro-

WAS ussisted lJ)‘ ane of iy
students, Mary Lee Ogjeq &
wis 81756 a month. She e
while in the home of Mr.
Leslie Terry, and finished i
term out by staying with g
Watsons. Miss Butle; relaty
of the Sunday aftemog
ments for young nd
chaperons was chasing rabiy s
times they ate them,

Miss Butler is now retired
years teaching. She taughy .4
Hutchinson Junior High Sl
bock. Before coming 1o Lyl
taught at Royce City. She s
Lubbock. -

Some of Miss Butler's
living in the aren are Arnoy
Enochs; Fred Locker, By
Redden, Lubbock: Hulon Bre
tefield: Lorene (Archer, (y
tenburg, they live at Oklaho
near Muleshoe where her
Harvey Whittenburg is minige
Methodist Church

Some patrons of the Epd
decided they wanted the o
Enochs so they built & one r
structure. This did not peow
good for the Bula pupils, i
walk and hard on the horsss i
all day, when they went in
After a few weeks school o
in the tabernacle building. Ty
the children didn't get to cold.
put & wood floor in the building
1925-26 term of school bege
Miss Agnes Stanley as teach
pupil, Mr. Fred Locker sap i
remember they had no wae
school, so at recess and nom
they would all walk some di
low windmill that pumped st
barrels a day, -

The Bula School District w
ganized in the lauter pan o
Board of trustees was duly
which consisted of five ma
Hoffman, Henry Kiker, Chule
landingham, R. A. Oakes sd
Lynch.

The present Bula School
wats constructed in 1926 st s
§34,000.

The first term of school in e
building officially opened in i
building in the fall of 1926
pot-bellied stoves and lighs
carbide lights. Bula school o
three buses, those close 1o s
forced to walk, as the buses w
large enough to accomodate i d
pupils. Mr. Fred Locker, a yo
of 14 years drove one of b
Other early day bus drivers
Carl Strickland of Bula, Mt
and Mr. H. H. Snow of
Snow is now living in M
Enochs consoladated with Bus
in 1926.

The first superintendent of i
school was Mr. W. T. Davis
Waellington, Tex. He served i»
and was followed by Vernon ¥ d
In 1929 under the term of Mt
Maples as superintendent, &
basketball team was -
given the name *‘Bulldogs
was S. T. Matherly. Two ne
played on that team who sl
the community are John
Fred Locker,

At the close of school term 55

1

and Omas Campbell.
Some of the early day
Mrs. J. K. Maples, Mn
Patterson, and daughter, R
became Mrs. John Alford
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flans change:
Rogers’ ‘short stay’ has lasted 52 years

RODGERS
:ugers arrived at the Amhest

July 4, 1924, in the middle of
ebration. He was wearing a
jor, Panama guit and white
ihoes when he Mep;.)ed off the
0 8 mid-summer blizzard and
by Halsell Cattle Company
earing overcoats.
‘;‘:eﬁig young bachelor was
Solling away from Venita,
for a while, and _hld no
bns Of staying out in West
anyway. He'd really planned to
Sain Louis when neighboring
an W. E. (Bill) Halsell had
Rogers if he'd like to come to
of L0 keep books for the Halsell
ampany "
en | wenl to buy my train
oo one knew where Amherst
4 they sent me 1o Clovis,””
<aid, 'then back to Amhersi
her train.”’
rs was taken L0 the Amhersl:
“(Oh, that was b swanky place,’
| Two stories, steam heat, and
on had a French chef."
shart stay became @& long one,
the second year he was at
o he met the pretty first grade
who is now Mrs. Rogers.
Independence Day this year,
' short stay in Lamb County
pto 62 years.
ors stayed with the Halsell Land
y until the Federal Land Bank
or the book work 13 years later.
this time 150,000 acres of the
ouse and Springlake Divisions of
IT RANCH were cut up into
and sold.
land was priced at $25 per acre
bid very fast with the exception of
p acres in the sandhills still
i by the company. Most of the
old the first three years after
put on the market
rors saw many first for Lamb
y while in Halsell's employ. Bill
il built the first cotton gins at
prt and Earth. The first irriga-
ell in Lamb County was drilled at
lsell Ranch headquarters. ““The
was setting on the waler,"
s said, “'and there's still good
there
elopes roamed near the Amherst
ite when Rogers first went there,
 the land was settled and people
half dugouts, the antelopes
§ back into the/sandhills.

Hunting was still plentiful, though,
with jack rabbits, coyotes. ducks and
geese, “‘There was lots of water here,
then,”" Rogers said. ''Soda lake was
800 acres overed with water. In fact a
man drowned in that lake the day I got
here,"" he said.

“To give you an idea of how many
ducks were here then, one day Lester
LaGrange and | drove up to the lake
and shot into them. After they flew up
we drove around the lake and shot
again, then came back and I climbed
the windmill tower and shot again. We
picked up 80 mallards from that.

'‘But hunting geese was the biggest
thrill. I'd get out in the feed shocks
early in the morning."’

Rabbits were so plentiful that they
were fed to hogs kept at the dairy farm
that was part of the company’s
demonstration farm,

“Bill Rowland, Lee Payne and |
would close up the office about five
o'clock when we went rabbit hunting,
and we wouldn't come back until we
had 100,"" Rogers said. ""We'd feed
them to hogs that were kept where the

Batson house is now. The rabbits were
80 thick they'd eat everyone's water-

melons."’

Coyotes, predators of the rabbits,
were Lhick, too,

“I killed many a coyote,”" Rogers
recalled. ‘‘Seven was the most | ever
got in one day."

Halsell's son, Ewing, took charge
before the elder Halsell died, and
Ernest Huffman was the strong-armed
ranch foreman. In those days Will
Rogers often visited the Halsell Ranch
at branding time.

Frank Rogers had been reared just
18 miles from the comedian's Okla-
homa home. “*But | knew him only as a
comedian, and didn't know him per-
sonally then,” he said.

Frank Rogers met the famous Will
Rogers for the first time after coming
to Lamb County, but he never got to
know him well because Will stayed
away from the office and out with the
cowhands when visiting the Halsells.

Frank became acquainted with just
about every farmer in the county while
working for the land company, and
these people were his customers when
he became a John Deere dealer in
Littlefield in December in 1938,

The Rogers moved to Littlefield in

Frank Rogers
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1942, and Rogers stayed inthe farm
implement business until 1964,
Rogers is Bd-years-old, but looks
much younger. He spends his morn-
ings at the First Federal Savings and
Loans where he is vice president, then
keaps fit by golfing every afternoon
And he has broken 80 on the golf

course, Loo

children

By NILAH RODGERS

Mrs. Bertie Sisson and four of her
seven children came to Littlefield in
1924 in a '"24 Model T piled with
provisions and an old stove tied to one
side

‘I've driven a team of mules and a
tractor, I've been 700 feet under
water, 1 traveled, too, after the kids
were grown. | reckon I've done just
ahout everything except fly: | turned
down a chance to fly in 1967 and | wish
I hadn't. I'd be going yet if my health
hadn't gone bad,”’ Mrs. Sisson said.

The Sissons moved to Lamb County
from Tipton, Okla., but Mrs. Sisson
calls home Big Sandy in East Texas
The late Thomas Sisson and two of the
older boys came to West Texas in a
covered wagon to buy land. Mrs.
Sisson and the younger children came
later.

They camped in a tent until they
could build a half-dugout. ''There
wasn't any lumber out here,'’ Mrs.
Sisson said. "‘what little there was was
at Lubbock. Almost everybody lived in
dugouts. We lived in the dugout, and
used the tent some for the big boys,
too, for three and a half years.™

The Sisson farm was three miles
south of Amherst. ‘' They were feeding
1,700 head of cattle on the land we
bought,”” Mrs. Sisson said. A lot of
cattle would die. There was an old man
named Robbins working on the ranch
and he'd come by and skin the cattle
and spread the hides out on the prairie
to dry. 1 remember seeing him come
by the house with three wagon loads of
hides. They'd just leave the carcases
where the cattle died. There wasn't
anything out here to eat them, and

' I

ik,

Lfd. Farm and Phone company building .

Mrs. Bertie Sisson, young
arrive in 1924

they'd just pile up. My boys would
have to pile up those old carcases and
burn them like brush.™

Mrs. Sisson can still recall how the
old cow skinner stunk, and how he
rolled his cigarettes after skinning a
cow without washing his hands. But
she said she took a liking to him and he
to her, She'd ask him what to plant in
her garden and what would grow out
here and all sorts of things, "‘And he
was always right,’’ she said.

When they were getting ready to
put up a windmill, he told her to put up
a 10-foot tower if she wanted plenty of
water. ''We got a good well at about
80', and you know that windmill ran all
the time, evenwhen there didn't seem
to be any breeze. We used milk
troughs then, and we always had the
best milk and butter.”

Robbins stopped by one day and
told the Sissons the last big roundup
was about to take place in the Yellow
House Canyon. “‘They had that tall
windmill out there and there were 40
buffaloes there. | just loved to go down
there. We'd go and stay all day.”’

On the day of the big round-up 5,000
head of cattle were driven through the
Yellow House Canyon

“The canyon looked like a river,”
Mrs. Sisson said, “‘and the cattle were
like waves. The cowboys would yell
and split the cattle here and then split
another group of cattle somewhere
¢lse to keep the cattle moving. I'd
always heard of big round-ups, and |
learned a lot that day. I'd always said |
wanted to go west and see the
cowboys, and [ got my wish."

The Sissons moved to West Texas in
time to see some of the worst

“Thank You, Lord, For 200 Years”
For 62 of those years

The First Baptist Church of Littlefield

In downtown Littlefield

Message from
the Pastor

has invited people

sandstorms ever recorded. One thal
came out of the west on a Sunday
afternoon ''was darker than any night
you ever saw.  She recalled Lhree to
six weeks one year when there was
nothing but sand. A storm out of the
north brought red dust from Kansas
"*When we'd raise up off our pillows in
the morning, the dust would just fall
{u{{ us.’

There were some vicious hail
storms, too, when riders would get off
their horses, put the saddles over their
heads and turn the horse lose to
put-run the storm while the rider
weathered it the best he could under
protection of the saddle.

Mr. and Mrs. Sisson did all there
farming with mules. Tractors were just
beginning to come out when they
moved here, *'But they were little and
cost $500,"° Mrs, Sisson said. "“And
they'd rare up sometimes and turn
over with you. My husband was afraid
one of the boys would get killed and he
never bought one before he died in
1940,

The oldest Sisson boy was the first
Sisson to buy a tractor, then the
youngest boy bought one after WW I1

Mrs. Sisson has been a resident of
Littlefield Hospitality House for nine
years. 'I'm not sick or anything,  she
said, "'l just got shakey, sort of
paralyzed, and can’t do for myself the
way | used t0."”

Four of Mrs. Sisson's children live
in Littlefield — Mrs. Glen Young, Mrs,
W. J. Foley, Mitchell and Wilson
Sisson.

L. G. Lives in Hood River, Ore. John
lives in Lubbock, and Tommy Sue
{Mrs. Calvin Petty) lives in Dimmitt

Schedule Of Services

Sunday

kyou, Lord, for this two hundreth birthday of our nation. Thank, you, Lord, for
unity of living in & nation whose slogan is, ‘‘One Nation, Under God"'.
are grateful that the First Baptist Church of Littlefield has been blessed of God
' years, and we rededicate ourselves to the task before us. We recognize that
llﬂfkhulwehﬂcdlhﬂudhﬂidnwhmbulthnﬂnm-
* conscious that there's still far too much hatred in America, but we preach
316 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotton Son'', and
means that God loves the good and bad, the lost and the saved, and His love
.hshlrrdmevery person in the world, beginning in Littlefield and going to
ultermost parts of the earth’, We want people to respond to God's Love. To
God s the beginning of wisdom, and the beginning of the Abundant Life in
Littlefield, God loves you. We love you. Thank you, Lord, for two hundred
+ 4od as long as our Nation lives, we renew our pledge to be a light in
"84, sall in & world that needs this preservative and seasoning, and to
ot this God of love to all , 80 that we can truly say, “One Nation,

1 God

“To Trust in God”

9:45 AM. Bible Study
11:00 AM. Morning Worship
6:00 PM. Church Training

y 7:00 P.M. Evening Worship ‘

W T

Wednesday

4:00 PM. Youth Activities
7:30 P.M. Prayer Meeting

o i

ATTEND THE sPECIAL HAPPY
TIRTUDAY AMERICA SERVICE
SUNDAY, JULY 4, 11 a.m.

-Preseatation of Colors under the
direction of Tom Solelle

“Pledge of Allegiance led by Judge
Pat Boone

Special Music directed by Garry
Bivens

jea"' by Rev. A. J. Kennemer, Pastor

Garry Bivins,
Minister Of Youth
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Thus ends the Leader-News” July 4, 1976, Bicentennial edition.
This final page represents the culmination of over six weeks of planning,
gathering, writing, reminiscing and worrying. It's been a unique
experience for us, one we value but one we have a great satisfaction
with getting behind us. There are a great number of people we are grateful
to for their invaluable assistance: Willard G. Street, Jr., Ellen
Massengill, Mrs. Lucille Betts, Mrs. Nancy French, Mrs. Edith Williams,

TRy TN T

; Mrs. John Blackman, Mrs. Johnnie Miller, and a special thanks to all

the folks who worked on the Lamb Co. Leader back in June, 1963,
on the Golden Anniversary issue.

On this, our nation’s birthday, we wish our land only one thing:

e - N i i gt e ""-—l_- bl !

200 times 200 more years of greatness.
--The staff of the Leader-News
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White Sale.

Save on ev
sheet in stock.

Sale 1.96 ... 27

m&:"'“ wﬂ;ﬂ'mﬂ% available to ‘MM& e m“ﬁ E:#L r?:gsg ssgag R e gll: fg
Ou an equal of better advertised price. dmz:m w pr. ...
quantities™ are available only while our quantities last, on a first come, served Sturdy, long wearing white musiin sheets
— of no-iron polyester/ cotton.
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_ _ _ "'ﬁ,‘. - : | : e twin, reg. 3.99
3 T il ! o T 0 Full size, reqg. 4.99 Sale 3.93
- -f-r , S ¢ 1 ; Queensize, reg. 8.49 Sale 6.93
< S T ¢ F . e — King size, reg 10.49 Sale 8.93
S . sotlgd - % - - Pillowcases, reg. 379 pr Sale 2.93
! ¥ - 2 . 2 Alice decorative flower printed percale sheets
£ — g of no-iron polyester  cotton
Sale 2 18 twin, reg. 2.99
Full, reg. 3.99 . PO, L o R DN Sale 3.18
Plllowcases reg 299 pr N -~ "N e Sale 2.18

‘Needlepoint’ muslin sheets of polyester/cotton; multi pastels.
Sale prices effective for a limited time only.

CPenney

LITTLEFIELD, TEXAS
408 Phelps Avenue

Open Saturday 900 am ni 6.00 pm

Other Weonkdays i 5 0 ¢
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/ 9 O _ our
| entire line of

bras and girdles.

Fashion figures do their smartest shopping
% this 20% off event. Here’s just a
- of the savings.

........
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Cotton/nylon ‘Crossover’
bra, reg. 2.75. Sale 2.20
Natural cup ‘Crossover’
bra, reg. 3.75. Sale 3.00
The JCPenney contour bra,
reg. 4 50. Sale 3.60

Lacy, Contemporary bra,
reg. 3.50. Sale 2,80
Tummy Controller brief,
reg. 4.25. Sale 3.40
Comfort Hours® brief,
reg. 8.00. Sale 6.40
V-band long leg panty,
reg. 7.25. Sale 5.80
Firm control long leg zip
panty, reg. 12.50.
Sale 10.00
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Special 2.99

Rugged duty westem jeans for boys
going back to school. Tough blue denim
of polyester/cotton at a true value price.
Sizes 3 to 16 regular and slim.

Buy in July!
We have great
ideas for boys.

Special
3 1 2.49 3 o 5.00

's all white cotton Boys' tank tops in
underwear. Flat a large selection
knit t-shirts, rib knit of solid colors and
briefs. 4 10 16. — stripes. Polyester
=—=====I->>:3=] cotton knit in
S-M-L(8-18).
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S our summer White Sale

Save 20% on towels, fancs.

Reg. 3.50. Polysport
woven texturized poly-
ester. 58/60" wide.

Sale 1.83

29. Country
Cousms calico prima in
cotton broadciloth.

Sale 1.59
AR S R o
C0uslns coordinating i AEEEEEEEEEENEEIECRENLCIN | 00 Washcloth reg. 99 ... . A
patchwork prints of go! 'Paradise’ towels of sheared cotton/polyester
ton duck. velour with jacquard border.
Sale 319 Sale 2.40
Reg. 3.99. Town & Country bath towel, reg. 3.00
coordinates: polyester knit
prints, tweeds, jacquards: Hand towel, reg.200.............. 1.680.

rayon/polyester suedecioth.

‘Termri-Suede’ towels of sheared tery velour with
dobby border. Cotton/polyester or 100% cotton

Wash cloth, rog 1 25 .............. s-m.oo.

4.88

Accent lamp in white,
yellow or brown with
cane-look plastic shade.
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timed right for
summer leisure.
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Tank tops of Kodel®
ester/cotton knit.
ue, maize, white or tan
with contrnst trim.
S-M-L-XL.

Flare or
bell bottom
western jeans.

ial 6.99

Stock up at this very sgoctal price
on westem cut jeans. Flare or full bell
bottom in navy cotton denim.
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'S our Sun

White Sale

Save 20% on bedspreads.

Rochole qullted throw
spraad of acetate

ester back m' fill.

Thermal blanket 20% off.
Sale 8.80

Reg. 11.00. Full size
acrylic thermal blanket.
Ideal weight for air con-
ditioned homes in
summer, exira

warmth in winter,
Assorted colors.
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rmirmner greats

reach into fall.
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Special 11.99 |

e -
T
Misses’ 2-pc. pantsuits in a large assort- .,7 :
ment of styles to wear now and into fall oF o

v
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Polyester knit in short sleeve or vested
(3 . Iranseasonal and fall colors. 10 to 20

: — - I EIE—————
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pecial 9.99

Special buy of knit skirt sets in pretty dark
tones for now and into fall. Lon sleeve
styles of polyester knit in stripe /solid com-
binations of navy, green, wine or black with
beige. 810 18
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sizes 4 to 6x 3-99
sizes7to 12 4-99

Come gather up a grand new
wardrobe for your girls’ back-
to-school pleasure. At these
prices, don’t miss this opportunity.

ester fabrics mean easL
care. Solids, prints, plaids . . . lots
of styles in fall colors. Use our
handy lay-away plan for easy
buying.




