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Art Show Finale Features Exhibition 
at Church of Christ Fellowship Hall 

Exhibit, Lectures Open April 3 

The final session of the Art Class for the Spring was held Monday night at the 

lurch of Christ Fellowship Hall. More than people from the community gathered 
njoy a reception and to view the work of the students of Monda Oldham, who has 

been teaching art classes for community ladies since her retirement. In addition to Oil 
Painting, she has also conducted popular Stained Glass Classes as well as instruction in 
Drawing. Pictured are are contributors to Monday night's event. The Church of Christ 
sponsors the classes for the community. 

A Humanities Texas exhibit titled "The Bill of Rights" opens 
Thursday, April 3 at the Eastland County Museum and Historical Soci-
ety, 112 S. Seaman St., Eastland, Texas. A 12 part educational lecture 
series; "The Great Debate: Advocates and Opponents of the American 
Constitution", also begins on this date at 2:00 p.m in the museum with 
(1) Significance and Historical Context, and (2) Classical Republican-
ism. The exhibit and lectures are free to the public. The lectures may 
also be viewed by appointment during museum opening hours. Eastland 
County Museum and Historical Society is open Tuesday - Thursday, 
10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10:30 am. - 2:30 p.m. For 
more information call Ed Allcom at 254-629-3600. 

Thanks, 
Margaret Hetrick 

Veterans Reach Out 
Seminar Is Saturday 

All veterans, their family members, and friends are invited to 
attend a Veterans Reach Out Seminar on Saturday, April 5, 2008 spon-
sored by VFW Post 4136 Ind DAV Chapter 41 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at VFW Post 4136, FM 918, Hwy 570, Eastland, Texas. Helpful 
assistance with your questions and claims will be given by experts from 
Waco VA Regional Office, Dallas VA Medical Center, Texas Veterans 
Commission and Texas Land Board, as well as other Veterans service 
organizations. 

All veterans are ask to bring their DD214 (discharge papers) 
and all other information they have received from the Veterans Admin-
istration. For more information contact Commander Joel Jimenez at 940 
636-7577 or Commander Larry Monroe at 254 2104042. 

Commander Larry Monroe, VFW Post 4136 Eastland 

Standing L-R: Kay Cozart, Edna Ann Powell, Sussanne Rankin, Caro Boswell, Suzan 
Lipson, Sylvia Buchanan, Rose Hamilton, Joy Rogers, Rebecca Lipson, Floydene Gil-
bert and Instructor Monda Oldham.. Seated L-R: Carolyn Gilbert, Judy Watts, Mary 
Kirk and Lorene Hamilton. The work of Gail Clayton and Eula Miears (not pictured) 
was also displayed for viewing. 

Congressman Neugebauer 
Visits Gorman 

Congressman Randy Neugebauer visit at the Gorman Hotel with several 
people from the Gorman area. 

when the child reaches 40 pounds. 
• Belt positioning booster seats: for 
children between 40 & 80 pounds 
and up to four feet nine inches. 
Never use with lap belt only - use 
with shoulder and adult lap belt to-
gether. Shoulder belt should cross 
chest, never over stomach. 

Enjoying Monday's Art Show at Church of Christ Fellowship Hall are 1 to r - Betty 

Region, Bernice Hewson, Aline Garrett, Christine Hammontree and Floydene Gilbert. 
Another common mis-

take parents can make is not prop-
erly securing the seat itself in their 

vehicle. It is estimated that 8 out 
of 10 seats on American roads ate 
improperly installed. If you have 
a seat that you would like to have 
inspected at no cog call, Eastland 
County Child Safety Program at 
254-734-5989 to arrange an in-
spection: They also have seat 
available for those families that 
are not able to purchase a new seat 
for their child, and these seats are 
FREE. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
SANDRA CAGLE WILL BE IN GORMAN AT THE CITY 

OFFICETO RENEW AUTO LICENSE PLATES HER NEXT 

VISIT - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16TH FROM 9 - NOON 

The Order of the Eastern Star holds its regular stated meetings 
on the first Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 

Gorman Senior Citizens meet Every Wednesday at 11:30 in 
the Gorman Senior Center. Bring Covered Dish or $3.00 Per 
Plate. 

Gorman Oaklawn Cemetery Donations can be sent to Aline 
Garrett, P. 0. Box 711, Gorman, Tx 76454 or to American State 
Bank. 

FOOD BANK 
New Hours - 10 - 11:00 a.m. 

Second Thursday 

Boy Scouts 
Meeting Week 

Tuesdays — 6:00 p.m. 
Methodist Church 

Rose Hamilton (I) is hsown with her painting during Monday's Art Show. Also pic-
tured his her mother Lorene Hamilton and brother Glenn Hamilton. 

In all my wisdom this week I was headed out to take pictures of Neughbauer at the 

luncheon at the Gorman Hotel. I just tapped the screen of rely IMAC and cracked 
the monitor. Needless to say that was not a good thing. I will be back on the 
_computer next week. trcing to get that fixed is sure a problem. Several trips to 
DFW area. 	 Will try and do better next time - Lonnie 

The Number One Killer 

of Children under the 

Age of 15 is Almost 

Always Preventable 
By: Tun Dennis, EMTP, CPST 

Executive Director, Eastland 
County Child Safety Program 

Governor's EMS Injury Pre- 
vention Committee Member 

Before you hit the open 
mad this summer to spend time 
with friends and family there are 
a few things that you take care of. 
First, you check to make sure that 
yqur car is running smoothly, you 
check your tires for proper infla-
tion, and that you have other items 
for your trip. But, what if you are 
traveling with children? Do you 
have the proper equipment to keep 
them properly restrained? 

Traffic crashes are the 
number one killer of young chil-
dren according to the CDC. Last 
year, 2,542 children ages 15 and 
younger died in car crashes; anoth-
er 294,000 were injured. Statistics 
show nearly half of the deaths and 
injuries occurred because the chil-
dren were not restrained properly. 

One of the biggest prob-
lems is that patents graduate their 
children from car seats to seatbelts 
when they should really be in a 
booster seat. There have also been 
cases where children who are in car 
seats are not very well secured. 

Every state, including 
Texas requires that infants & chil-
dren ride buckled up. However, 
state laws do not always require 
the safest way to transport a child. 
So what is the safest way? The 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends that infants always 
ride in the back seat in-ear-seats 
that can only be used rear-facing 
until they are at least a year old and 
20 pounds. 

One of the biggest mis-
takes we've seen parents make is 
switching their child to a fonvard 
facing seat too soon. Just because 
your baby has turned a year old or 
is over 20 pounds doesn't mean 
they are ready as they must achieve 
both milestones before the switch 
is made. 

There are a number of 
car seats on the market that are 
considered safe for babies at the 
in-between stage. Convertible car 
seats can be used as rear facing 
until the child is up to 35 pounds, 
or forward facing until they are 40 
pounds. The most common type of 
seat is the 5-point harness system. 

When your child reaches 
the top weight or height allowed 
for his or her car seat, that doesn't 
mean it's time for them to switch 
over to a regular seatbelt. At 3 or 4 
years of age, most children are still 
too short to be safely secured by 
a seatbelt. If they are not, at least 
4 feet 9 inches tall, they need the 
added protection of a booster seat. 

Pediatricians have done a 
good job spreading the word about 
the Academy's recommendations, 
and the statistics show parents are 
listening. The number of fatal ac-
cidents involving children dropped 
from 2,603 in 2001 to 2,542 in 
2002. 
Infant Seats 
• Must be used in a rear facing po-
sition until the child reaches one yr 
and 20 pounds. 
• Should never be placed in front 
of an active airbag 
• Rear facing infant seats reduces 
the risk of fatal injury in a car crash 
by 71%. 
Toddler Seats 
• Should be in the forward facing 
potition for children between 20 & 
40 pounds and over 1 yr old. 
• Shoulder straps should be at or 
above the child's shoulders when 
used in the forward-facing posi-
tion. 
• They should also fit snugly. If 
you can pinch more than an inch of 
the strap, they are too loose. 
• Forward-facing seats reduce the 
fatality risk by 54%. 
Booster Seats 
• Forward-facing ONLY 
• High back boosters with built-in 
harness: for children between 30 & 
40 pounds. Harness should be re-
placed by adult lap/shoulder belt 

Oakland Cemetery Association is accepting donations for 
he Care of the Cemetery. Donations can be sent to Oakland 

Cemetery Association, 503 N. Fisher, Gorman, Tx 76454, or 
American State Bank, Gorman, Texas 76454. 

4-H - Meets Second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall - Amy 
Wood - 734-2973. 

VET Science 4-H Project - 4th Tuesday each Month. Technol-
ogy Center / Gorman Community Center. Contact Lee or Amy 
Wood at 254-734-2973. 

Gorman Masonic Lodge No. 716 A.F. & A.M. Regular stated 
meetings are 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. Mem-
bers are urged to attend. Visitors are always welcome. Gerald 
Ragland, Master — Pat Moseley, Secretary. 
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Obituaries 

254-893-3404 
Comanche Office: 325-356-3739 • 

Broker: Robert Gilder 
Agents: Ronnie Golden, David Gilder, Wayne Parsons, 

Bobby Newman, Debbie Gilder, Neal Butler REALTY 
FARMS, RANCHES & RECREATIONAL 

• 613 A, 3-2 Brick Home, carport, barn, wells & tanks, creek & 
hunting, partial minerals & royalities $2,025,000 PIAV021 

• 455 A, wells & tanks, creek, tree covered hills, wildlife cover, 
hunting, Hwy.6 frontage $1,912,000 

• 380t A, wells & tanks, gentle roling terrain, producing gas 
wells $9507900 REDUCED $931,000 icwou 

• 328 A, High Fenced Game Ranch, hunting cabin, wells & 
tanks $3,350 Per Acre (RROIJ 

• 250± A, on Copperas Creek, 150 wooded, 100 coastal, lake, 
tanks, cabin, hwy. frontage, rural water $850,000 [LB01) 

• 243 A, reservoir & wells, irrigation pit, highway frontage, 
cultivation, costal, native pasture $2,500 per acre (A13011 

• 236± A, wells & tanks, rolling terrain, minerals available, 
hunting $2,195 per acre PS02) 

• 231 A, on Leon River, wells, pecan trees, hunting, minerals 
available $751,530 REDUCED $665,280 [DK01) 

• 150 A, rolling terrain, approx. 90 acres wooded, wells & tanks, 
irrigation pit, hunting, minerals $442,500 (LOOM 

• 90 A, 4-3 Brick Home, fireplace, game room, RV shed, well & 
tank, minerals negotiable $397,500 (13E01) 

• 81 A, Pecan Orchard, approx. 900 improved variety trees, 
underground drip irrigation, 9 wells $405,000 (REMO].) 

• 52 A, 4-3 Brick Home, carport, wells & tanks, corrals, barns 
$250-030 REDUCED $239,500 ILP01) 

• 51 A, with highway frontage, spring creek and hunting 
182,000 (RP01) 

• 30 A, 3-21/2  Custom Built Home, garage, porch, RV shed & 
shop, barn, wells & tanks, Hwy.16 frontage $450,000 IDEMII 

• 25.6 A, 421/2  Brick Home, garage, carport, storage buildings, 
water well & tanks $210,000 DB031 - UNDER CONTRACT 

• 24.5 A, on Flat Creek, with water well, native pasture, close 
to highway $98,000 (MP01) - UNDER CONTRACT 

• 20 A, approx. 40% wooded, remainder in costal, rural water 
available, hunting $75,000 (wmoil 

• 14±A, 3-2 Brick Home, fireplace, fenced yards, garages & 
storage buildings, hwy. frontage $180,000 WW1) 

• 11 A, 16'x70' Mobile Home, metal awning, well, rural water, 
oak trees $70,000 ETC011 

• 8.6 A, 3-2 Frame Home, water well, above ground pool with 
deck, horse barn $129,900 moil 

• 81/2  A, 3-2 Metal Frame Home, near Lake Proctor, work shop, 
wells, underground sprinkler system $265,000 iff02) 

• 7± A, Metal Building on slab, large oak trees, pecan orchard, 
hwy. frontage, water well $65,000 IEW02) 

• 5 A, 4-2 Brick Home, metal roof, carport, storage buildings, 
pecan trees, wells & tanks $120,000 [WK01) 

RESIDENCES & HOME SITES 
• 3-21/2  Custom Brick Home, approx. 1.4 acre, 3 car garage, 

rural water, paved drive, storage building $297,500 [DVLOM 

• 3-2 Double Wide, screened porch, workshop, wells, 2 large 
lots and older frame home $135,000 (JA02) 

• 3-3 Brick Home, approx. 1 acre, carport, well, underground 
sprinkler, C H/A, storage bldgs. $130,000 iee021 

13-2 Frame Home, 2.5 Acres, wood burning stove, carport, rural 
water, well, shop $137,500 REDUCED $99,900 IGG031 

• 3-2 Brick Home, carport, large shaded lot, fireplace, metal 
roof, storage building $1057900 REDUCED $90,000 wow 

• 2-1112 Frame Home, garage, storage building $75,000 isToii 
• 3-2 Doublewlde, 2/car carport, on 3+ lots $70,000 iucou 
• 2-1 Frame Home, 2.3 A, screened porch $55,000 (GB02) 

See Pictures at: www.GilderRealty.com 

INCOME 
TAX PREPARATION 

Paper and 
Electronic 
Returns 

Call Richard Watson 
next To Gorman Progress 

254-734-4040 

Riley Gardner Memorial Represented By 
JONELL TORRKZ - 254-734-2535 

Our Memorial Display Is Now Lo-
cated Behind Higginbotham's Funeral 
Home. We Guarantee You Can Buy 
The FINEST QUALITY Memorial 
At The LOWEST PRICE. All Work 
Guaranteed. 

GEORGE TflOMM GRIN 
w 	

1444 - 1)313 

COGBURN REALITY  

	

893-6666 	DE LEON, TX 

NEW: Gorman IA, 12321SL AErturene, CH/A, lots of trees, 
outbuildings, water well, 	c, 	I inbli42,110 

I 5A north of Gorman: Sandy land, 2 water wells, county road on 2 sides, nice 
location for pond. $3,000A. 

NEW: I7A N/E Gorman, 10A wooded, nice large oak trees, electric meter, country 
location, great place for a new home! $3,500 acre. 
NEW: 38 A. M/L south of Gorman: Fronts FM 679. about 10 A. large Pecan 
Trees, nice location for pond. good fences, sandy land. $2,500 A 

40 A. mil, south Gorman, pasture, fenced, small cabin, water well, small pond. 
elec., sandy soil, paved road. $2,750 Acre. 

NEW: .77A Sipe Springs, deer, turkey & 2 stocked ponds, Live and Post 
Oak, mineral rights. Insulated 30x40 steel bldg., a/c 7 living quarters. Nice 
getaway! 	$3,250 Acre. 
49.83 A. west of Goitiliart

ra  
jaiks, paved road, bu'lding  spots, country 

water/elec.  available, 	nt ttnting, pretty place! 
$2,900 ACRE. ' 
NEW: 80A s/e Gorman, app. 30 A coastal, 7 - 8 wells, reservoir, good fences, 
elec. available. fenced, nice pond site. Will Divide. $2,500 acre. 
100 A. west Dc Leon FM587, 3-1 1/2 - 2 brick, 1444 sq. ft., C/HA, fireplace, 
carpeted, some remodeling, 3 ponds, 30A crop land, 35A coastal, some native, 
fenced, 2 steel corrals, 2 wells, shop building. Nice setup. Mineral Rights. 
$2,950.00 A. 

NEW: 156 A. Carbon, 1/2 wooded - 1/2 fields, deer, turkey, 3 ponds, nice 2 - 2 
mh, central a/c, barn corral, county water. $4,000 acre. 

179A. south of Gorman: Part wooded, part old fields, deer &' hogs, 2 nice 
ponds, sandy soil, elec., several water wells, condition is unknown. $2,350.00 

acre. SELLER SAYS MAKE OFFER!!! 
We NEED  Your Listings. The market is Good. Call Us. 

www.cogburnrealestaterons  
SELLING GORMAN - DE LEON AREAS OVER 50 YEARS 

MiS. 

CAIntlir 
OA ES!4tE 

BARBARA LOVE, INC., Broker 
317 E. Main St. -- 254-629-1725 

EASTLAND, TX 76448 
www.tcrealtymer 

BEGIN YOU JOURNEY in this 3 
BR, 3 bath brick in a quiet neighbor-
hood. LR, DR, den CH/A & DAG. 
Enjoy quiet evenings on the covered 
patio. Admired by many, but can be 
owned by you. Call today! 06 

Darlene Hampton age 60, of Gorman passed a‘% a), Sunday, 
March 30, 2008 at Abilene Regional Medical Center. 

Services was 2:00 P. M. Wednesday at the Higginbotham Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Mike McGinn officiating. Interment was at 
Longbranch Cemetery. 

Darlene was born January 3, 1948 in Amherst, Texas to Vernon 
Edgar McGinn and Francis Neoma Swanner McGinn. She was a home-
maker and a member of the Assembly of God church. 

Survivors include, mother, Francis McGinn of Rising Star; son, 
Michael Hampton and wife, Susie of Gorman; daughter, Michelle Byrd 
and husband, Randy of Gorman; live brothers, Gary McGinn, Randy 
McGinn and wife, Carol all of Rising Star, Mike McGinn of Rising Star; 
Sonny McGinn and wife, Luvonne of Brownwood and Ronny McGinn 
and wife, Jeani of Sterling City; two sisters, Lisa McGinn of Rising Star 
and Verilyn Willis of Grenada, Mississippi; seven grandchildren, Crys-
tal Thackerson, Katcy Thackerson, Lindey Thackerson, Courtney Byrd. 
Chance Bryant, Mykisha Hampton and Larissa Hampton; special friend 
and father of her children, Jimmy Hampton and wife, Valerie of Gorman. 
She was preceded in death by her father,Vemon Edgar McGinn; brother 
Ricky McGinn, sisters; Sherri Dawn and Linda Beth McGinn. 

Senior Citizens News 
We held our weekly lunch on the 26th at 1 I :30. There were 23 

in attendance to enjoy the good food and fellowship with one another. 
Bro. Frank Shirley gave the blessing for us all. Its been nice to have 
Beth and him here more often. Frank read us a funny story about a 
snake. May have to put that one in the paper. 

Our meal consisted on stew, salad, Jello salads, potato salad, 
lots of salads. We also had a good corn casserole and many veggies. 
Betty Regian made her delicious rolls and our usual cornbread was en-
joyed by all. We were a little low on desserts but got by with all the 
Jello. We just had I pie, 2 cakes and some brownies. 

We were so glad to have Betty Huff here with us, also her 
brother Frank Welch. Hope they continue to visit and eat with us in the 
future. Betty bought Nancy Hendricks home, and I'm sure she is enjoy-
ing it and being back to live in Gorman. 

Very good to have Lou Marlow back to dine with us. I do know 
her last name now. Also Wynogene Smith brought her granddaughter-
in-law to be with us. I enjoyed meeting her, she just lives down the 
street from me. Her name is Carey Shipps, hope she comes back to visit. 
We do need more people to come out on Wednesday to enjoy lunch and 
visit. 

We sent cards to Eula Lee Miears and Opal Burton. I hope they 
can endure their ordeals and be improved. I know how tough all this can 
be, as I've been there. Many people arc saying prayers for them, but all 
is in Gods hands. 

Its good to see Barbara Bush walking about in no pain!! She 
finally found the right Dr. to do a procedure on her knee. I had a terrible 
fall 3 weeks ago, so know about pain. I finally visited my Chiropractor 
and in two treatments my hip was improved and quit hurting. 

I forgot to mention my great grandson Jadan Ward was in Gor-
man for the Egg Hunt. He did enjoy, but would not take a picture Mrs. 
Bunny. We all then gathered at the Swanners for hamburgers. Tim out 
did hiself, they were delicious. YUM!! Jadan's dad Markus, Grandpa 
Mark and Uncle Ddryl were here from Brownwood. Also his Grandma 
Sandra who had him all week visiting. I know Ann and Jud Maxfield 
had two of their grandkids visiting for spring break. I'm sure they all 
had a good time. Barbara and Max Bush had a whole slew of grands and 
greats with them all week, what fun!!! We will eat in Desdemona on 
the 10th of April at 5:30. If you need a ride come to the Center at 5:00. 
Some of us will be here to carry you. There will be no game playing 
that night as the center is rented. Last Thursday the 27th we only had 
9 people come out to play. But still have a good time with only a few. 
Hope more of you will come out now that theiveatherif warmer, and 
daylight is longer. 

Hope all is well and see you next time - Carol 

CLASSIFIE 
LARGE GARAGE SALE - at 318 N. Bosque - Saturday, April 5th from 8 to 5. 

1 tP. 

GARAGE SALE - DESDEMONA! 
2 Miles North on Hwy. 16 - Saturday. 
April 5th - 8 to 3 Weight bench, Night 
stand. Wooden desk, Home Interior, 
Prom dresses - fuschia / size 2, 2 Pic 
Orange - size 6. Clothes for Juniors 
and Adults, Table saw and Misc 

1Tc 

IRENE WEST'S MOVING SALE! 
FRIDAY 8 TO 5 AND SATURDAY 
8 TO )2. APARTMENT 201. GOR-
MAN HOTEL - 102 S. FISHER. 

1TP 

BUYING 
Junk Cars and Pickups 

Jamie Mason 

DeLeon Auto Supply 

254/893-6776 

Rev. Darrell Edward Dossey, 78, of Gorman, passed away on 
Thursday, March 27, 2008, at Windcrest Alzheimer's Care center in 
Abilene, Texas. Services will be held Saturday, Mara) 29, at 2 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church, Gorman. Interment will be at Desdemona Cem-
etery. 

Bro. Dossey was born near Lamcsa, Texas, October 9, 1929, 
to A.R. and Retta Gordon Dossey. He attended schools in Klondike and 
Lamesa, Texas, and graduated from Hobbs High School in 1947. He 
later attended Hardin-Simmons University and Tarleton State Univer-
sity. He married June Vandagriff in Hobbs, New Mexico, on September 
28, 1951. 

Darrell served his Lord faithfully as a Baptist minister for 42 
years. Known by many as "Bro. Darrell", he pastored several churches 
in the Big Country Area, including churches in Desdemona, De Leon, 
Gorman, Aspennont, Rising Star, and Goree. He was also a farmer and 
rancher near Desdemona for many years. He was an avid hunter, gar-
dener, and great lover of the outdoors. 

Survivors include his wife, June Dossey, of Gorman; son, Da-
vid Dossey and wife, Janet, of Breckenridge; daughter, Tracy Spivey, 
of Gorman; son-in-law, Jackie Don Simpson, of Brownfield; daughter-
in-law, Lesa Dossey, of Breckenridge; sister, Dessie Watts of DeLeon; 
grandchildren, Jarrett Dossey, Clint Dossey, Brenna Dossey, Seth Dos-
sey, Adam Spivey, Colby Spivey. Lauren Spivey, Chance Simpson, Cody 
Simpson, Casey Simpson. and Rachel Wilson; great-grandchildren, 
Kane, Kloe', and Kamry Wilson. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; son, Gary Wayne 
Dossey; daughter, Rebecca Lea (Becky) Dossey Simpson; son-in-law, 
Wesley Steve Spivey; and brother, Billy Wayne Dossey. 

Family visitation will be held at Higginbotham Funeral Home 
in Gorman on Friday, March 28, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to First Baptist 
Church Gorman Building Fund or to Windcrest Alzheimer's Care Cen-
ter. 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS -
Homestead Nursing & Rehabilitation 
of Gonnan is accepting applications for 
CNA's for all shifts. Apply in person at 600 
W. Roosevelt, Gorman, Tx. EEOC. 
FNC. 

S 
GARAGE SALE - Rain or Shine in- 
side the Gorman Hotel. April 4 and 5 - 8 
to 5. 	 1TP 

LOST DOG - Female Rottweiler. 7 
years old. REWARD. Call 254-734- 
4243. 	 ITP 
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Additional 50 cents for Borders. Wedding 
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THE GORMAN PROGRESS RESERVES THE 
RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADVERTISING. 
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GORNIAN PROGRESS. P. 0. Box 68. Gorman. 
Texas 76454.0068 

HELP WANTED 
UP TO $8.00 HOURLY 
For qualified applicants, DQ 

of Gorman - 419 W. Lubbock now hiring 
day and night help. Need to love working 
with people, meeting new faces, drug and 
smoke free environments. Apply in person 
to Manager. 	 4-4.17 C. 

SEEKING ATTENDANTS: Nursing 
Unlimited, Inc., is seeking enthusiastic and 
out going ATTENDANTS to assist clients 
in their home. with personal care, meal 
prep., light housekeeping. P-T, E.O.E. Call 
1-888-859-0640. 	 24-3 C. 
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Super Notes 
By David K. Perry 

dperry@gorman.escl4.net - www.gorman.escl4.net - 734-3171 
Our first week back from the break was a busy one. We started 

off the week on Monday with softball and baseball in Ranger. Unfortu-
nately I was premature with my prediction of a win for the girls. They 
lost, but the boys did bring home a win and then on Thursday both teams 
brought home a win by defeating DeLeon. I'm hoping the weather will 
begin to warm up a little more and remain that way. These kids a a lot 
of fun to watch! Come support them when you can. Their schedules are 
posted on our website and available at school. 

On Tuesday our U.I.L. District Academic competition began 
in Tolar and concluded on Thursday. I am sure our coordinator, Jackie 
Gutierrez, will submit a list of the results of the contest to the paper when 
she gets the final tabulation. We have really increased our numbers in 
the competition, but we still need more kids to seriously participate. It is 
hard to compete with schools that have twice as many students to choose 
from like DeLeon, Tolar, and Winters, but for a small school we are do-
ing great and getting better each year. A couple of more years working 
on our program and we may surprise the big schools! 

DeLeon was the host this year of our One Act Play competition 
and made the arrangements for us to compete at Weatherford College. 
Unfortunately our play did not advance, but they did a wonderful job. 
Tyler Johnson received and award for All Star Cast and Britney Hen-
derson received an award for Honorable Mention All Star Cast. Last, 
but not least John Flores received an award for all star technical 
member. Next year though, I think the superintendents will want to 
the play on a stage that is equipped and setup in a manner to which they 
are comfortable. The stage at Weatherford was very nice, but it extended 
out into the room and had virtually no backstage area behind the curtain. 
The plays that advanced were Tolar's and DeLeon. 

Our track team is still looking very good. I hope by the time 
you read this we have had a great time at the District Track Meet in Ste-
phenville. 

We opened bids on our building project last Thursday at 
2:00pm in the high school auditorium as scheduled. All the bids were 
turned over to DSA, our construction management company, to analyze 
and make sure everything in each bid package was covered as specified 
in the bid specifications. We are looking forward to breaking ground and 
I know you are too. I will keep you informed aware of each stage of the 
project the best that I can, but remember that you can call me if you have 
any questions. 

Last Monday we had a drawing for the candidates place on 
the ballot for this May's election. Each candidate was notified that the 
drawing would be held at 10:00am. No candidates were present. We put 
their names in a hat and had a visitor to the office draw. The candidates' 
names will appear in the following order: Larry Thompson; Jeff Seaton; 
Wesley Spivey. I encourage all of you to consider what you feel is in the 
best interest of the children at Gorman ISD when you cast your ballot 
and I encourage all of you to vote! 

This Monday I attended Tarleton University Field Day with 
Mr. Panter. Mrs. Sowell took several of our students to participate and it 
appeared that everyone had a great time. It was a great day for the event, 
although a little windy. The folks at Tarleton did a great job hosting 
the event and I hope they continue to sponsor it next year. We really 
appreciate them and the businesses that helped sponsor the event! Our 
participants were extremely happy with their performances as were we. 

I attended a funeral Saturday for Darrell Dossey. I did not 
know the man. The first time I ever laid eyes on him was Saturday. He 
was the husband and father and grandfather to a family of whom I am 
quite fond and for whom I have great respect. It is hard to say that a 
funeral was a good funeral, but I must say that I left the funeral Saturday 
wishing that I had known the man. Saturday was a tribute to the love 
he spread while he was here. What more can be the measure of a man's 
success? Many folks judge success by how much money a person makes 
or by the title they carry or by the kind of car they drive or by what they 
wear. I may be wrong, but I feel success can only be measured by how 
much you love and by how much you are loved by others. I wrote a 
song after my own father died and the words of that song surly fit Mr. 
Dossey too. "His love can only be measured by what is left when he is 
gone; when his body dies his love will live on." Brother Darrell also had 
the distinction of sharing God's love and positively touching the lives 
of so many. So when your kids ask you how to be successful tell them 
they will be remembered for one of two things after they depart this life: 
the love they leave behind or something else. Love is by far the most 
important! 

Remember, it takes community involvement for a school to be 
successful and you are welcome to get involved at Gorman ISD anytime. 
This is your school; these are your children; and these children are 
future! Your input is always welcome. Come help us shape the fu 
Thank you for all you do to support us! 

Hampton's Paint and Body 
2 Miles North of Gorman on FM 2689 (Kokomo Hwy.) 

254-734-5848 

Ca$h for Car$ 
Turn your old car or truck into cash! 

DODD AUTO PARTS 
We'll pick'm up. 254-893-6626 

Business Directory 
www-fUllenmatorsecoM 
Fallen Motor Co. Eastland Tx. 

ServEng the Rig Cowihy fir 58 years. 

Visit our new webpage for specials and 
discoLnts on Sales, Service and Part, 
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CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS 
SINCE 1980 

Let Us Build Your New Home or Room Addition 
If You Can Dream It, H Can Build BM 

T. J. Clark Construction Co., Inc. 
(254) 734-2755 

P. 0. Box 176 - 111 E. Roberts St - Gorman, Texas 76454 

General Building Contractors - All Work Guaranteed 
Custom Homes - Remodeling - Commercial - Industrial - Farm 

Financing - Free Estimates - Design, Engineering & Plan Services 
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-- Randy's Roundup -- 
A Weekly Newsletter from 

Congressman Randy Neugebauer 

March 31, 2008 

Farm Bill Update 

As the April 18th expiration date for the current Farm Bill ex-
tension approaches, I continue to be actively engaged with my Agricul-
ture Committee colleagues in this process. Completion of the Farm Bill 
in April is my top priority. 

Commodity provisions are not covered under the current ex-
tension, leaving many farmers with uncertainty as they make crop deci-
sions. As of now, the major roadblock is coming to agreement on allo-
cating funds and on how to offset the $10 billion proposed extra funding 
for the bill. 

While there are many outstanding issues to be resolved, it is 
my hope that a resolution will be reached within the coming days. As 
always, when important news on this critical legislation breaks, I will be 
sure to let you know. 

• Statement on Secretary Paulson's Blueprint 
for Financial Market Reform 

Today, Treasury Secretary Paulson laid out a framework to 
modernize our nation's financial markets and I agree that some level of 
modernization is in order. With that in mind, people must understand 
that the markets are not always without risk nor is the elimination of risk 
the government's responsibility, 

What we must be mindful of is the overreaching arm of gov-
ernment and ensure that it does not provide a false sense of security to 
investors. Modernization and oversight cannot and should not insulate 
investors from their due diligence in personal decision making. Most im-
portantly, the American taxpayer should not be held responsible through 
a government bailout program for poor decisions made by investors. 

Now, through hearings and discussion, Congress must examine 
this blueprint and the many suggestions outlined within it. I look for-
ward to further examining the Secretary's plan and working with my col-
leagues to provide the best possible solution for the American people. 

A Voice for Our Men and Women in Uniform — 
Joining Operation Homefront Advisory Board 

Recently, I was invited to serve on the Operation Homefront 
Advisory Board. I accepted this special invitation and am humbled by 
the offer. I have always been a leading voice for our men and women 
in uniform, and I believe I will be able to lend a strong voice to such a 
worthy group. 

Operation Homefront was founded in 2001 by military spous-
es and has significantly expanded as a nonprofit charity servicing 31 
military communities in 34 states. Its objective is to provide emergency 
support and morale to our troops and their families left behind during 
deployment, and to assist wounded service members when they return 
home. An additional purpose is to encourage dialogue between Mem-
bers of Congress and Operation Homefront chapters at both local and 
national levels. 

Standing up for and supporting those whose loved ones have 
gone to war, as well as serving those warriors when they return home, is 
not only a privilege but a commitment in which I take tremendous pride. 
I am truly honored to participate in such a worthy cause to support those 
who sacrifice so:much so that we can enjoy all the liberties and freedoms 
of a government "for the people, by the people." 

To learn more about Operation Homefront, please go to http:// 
www.operationhomefront.net/ and see how you can help our brave men 
and women in uniform. 

Upcoming Service Academy Forums 
I am pleased to announce the dates for the upcoming service 

academy forums I am holding to inform students of the various oppor-
tunities they have to apply to a United States Service Academy. These 
forums will allow students to speak with a representative from each ser-
vice branch and learn about the opportunities for a first class education 
while also serving their country. 

Representatives from the U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, U.S. Naval Academy, U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy, and the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy will be present to 

en
ak and answer any questions regarding the academies or the applica-

process. Information will also be available for university ROTC 
programs. 

The Abilene forum will take place at Cisco Junior College 
(Room 152), located at 717 East Industrial Blvd. Registration begins 
at 1:30 p.m., and participants are urged to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to visit with program participants before the formal presentations 
begin at 2 p.m. 

The forum in Lubbock will be held in the Science Education 
Center at the Science Spectrum, located at 2579 South Loop 289. Reg-
istration will begin at 6 p.m. with the presentations beginning at 6:30 
p.m. 

Many of our nation's greatest leaders with names as well 
known as Eisenhower, Patton, Schwarzkopf and Petraeus have attended 
our nation's service academies. Several notable graduates went on to 
become Members of Congress, Governors and Presidents of the United 
States. Prominent figures in the fields of science and space exploration, 
such as Coronado High School graduate, Willie McCool, also have at-
tended service academies. I hope all students who are interested, along 
with their parents, will attend to learn more about this process. 

As always, when events unfold in Washington, I will be sure 
to update you. In the meantime, do not hesitate to visit My website at 
www.randy.house.gov or call my office toll free district wide at (888) 
763-1611 or my Washington, DC office at 202-225-4005. 

--Randy  

THE GORMAN PROGRESS 

USDA SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENT ON CHANGES 
TO CRP MANAGED HAYING AND GRAZING 

COLLEGE STATION, TX - The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture today announced that it will hold public meetings in Texas on 
April 8-9, 2008 on proposed changes to managed haying and grazing 

on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land. 

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) will hold a meeting on 
April 8, 2008 at 9:00 AM at the Regency Inn Suites Hotel in Abilene, 
TX. The second meeting will be on April 9, 2008 held at the Fifth 
Season Inn in Amarillo, TX beginning at 1:00 PM. 

FSA is proposing rule changes to the frequency that man-
aged haying and grazing is allowed on land that is enrolled in CRP. 
Public comments will be accepted at the meeting and the public may 

also comment on changes to primary nesting season dates, during 
which managed haying and grazing are not permitted. 

FSA will consider public comments when it prepares state-
specific environmental assessments that will evaluate the effects 
of the proposed changes. The environmental assessments will aid 
USDA decision-makers and the public with an analysis of the ben-
efits and potential impacts of the proposed changes to managed hay-

ing and grazing on CRP land. • 

Public comments can be submitted both electronically and 
by regular mail. They must be received by the close of business on 
May 9, 2008. Direct comments to: MHG EAs, Geo-Marine Incor-
porated, 2713 Magruder Blvd., Suite D, Hampton, Va. 23666-1572 
or send them to the Web site: http://public.geo-marine.com. 

These meetings are two (2) of fourteen (14) public meetings 

that will be held in 13 states where USDA is proposing rule chang-
es to the managed haying and grazing program. More information 
on meeting dates and locations is available on the project Web site: 

http://public.geo-marine.com. 

Here are specific details about the public meetings for Tex-

as: 

What: CRP Public Meeting 
	

What: CRP Public Meeting 
When: April 8, 2008 (9:00 AM) 

	
When: April 9, 2008 (1:00 PM) 

Where: Regency Inn Suites Hotel 
	

Where: Fifth Season Inn 
3450 S Clack Street 
	

6801 1-40 East 
Abilene, TX 79606 
	

Amarillo, TX 79106 
Contact: Micky Woodard (979)680-5208 

	
Contact: Micky Woodard (979)680- 

5208 

NEUGEBAUER ST1TEMENT ON 

RECENT FARM BILL NEGOTIATIONS 
Washington, D.C. - Following a House Agricul-

ture Committee meeting last night and a proposal released 
by Chairman Collin Peterson today, Congressman Randy 
Neugebauer (TX-19) released the following statement: 

"The rest of the House Ag Committee and I met 
with Chairman Peterson last night to discuss how to move 
this stalled Farm Bill process off high center. 

"I have been and I continue to be disappointed at 
the lack of progress that has been made on getting a Farm 
Bill done. It has been six months since the House passed 
its version of the Farm Bill. It has been two months since 
the Senate passed its Farm Bill. It is past time for all par-
ties involved to get in the room and work this out. Con-
gress needs to get its job done. 

"Chairman Peterson's plan is to try to get the 
House and Senate to agree on a total spending number 
and get a bill done that can be signed into law. To that 
end, he has put together an outline of how the House and 
Senate could arrive at a final bill. 

"There are many options in the Chairman's out-
line that I do not like, but I am hopeful it will be catalyst 
for moving this process forward. Both the Senate and the 
House agree that the first step toward completing a Farm 
Bill is determining how much we are going to spend. Up 
to this point, there has been virtually no progress in ac-
complishing even this first step. 

"I also had two conversations with the new Sec-
retary of Agriculture yesterday, one over the phone and 
one in person. I reiterated to the Secretary that when we 
reach an agreement on a Farm Bill, President Bush must 
sign the bill. 

"Completing a Farm Bill is going to require perse-
verance, and I am committed to continuing efforts to pro-
tect the interests of agriculture in the 19th District. I've 
been listening and talking with farmers and commodity 
group leaders from the district today and will continue to 
rely on their input in this process." 
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Thank You 
I would like to thank the Town of Gorman 

for showing such devotion to there Local Dairy 
Queen, and for making my stay there as Man-
ager a very enjoyable one. I will miss the City 
of Gorman, the Local Community and especially 
my crew. I will miss each and everyone of you. 

Thank You, 
Michael Richardson 

Go Panthers 

Happenings at FBC! 
Believe it! God is GREAT! We're growing, and construc-

tion is progressing. The concrete slab has been poured, and they're 
working on the electrical lines this week. It's amazing to see the 

work of our heavenly Father right before our eyes. Glory to God! 
Mark your calendars: 

April 10th — 9AM — Food Pantry Volunteers are needed. 
April 12th — 8AM — Brotherhood Breakfast — please join us for fab-

ulous food, fun, and fellowship. 
Liz Caraway's Children's Sermon: Tell people about Jesus 

and invite your friends to Church. Liz brought her friend, Mr. Potato 
Head. Liz put his eyes on so he could see a Church full of people. 
FBC is a great place to be! Liz put his ears on so he could hear the 
beautiful music and praise to Jesus. Liz put his mouth on so he could 

say nice things to people and smile big. Liz put his nose on so he 
could smell the clean building that Sheila and David maintain so 
well. The nose is in the center of his head, just as it is most important 
to keep Jesus in the center of your life. So each time you see a nose, 

remember to keep Jesus in the center of your life! 
Bro. Barry's sermon was "In Spite Of' — John 21:15. 
Bro. Barry had Hunter Childers and Ryan Laminack dem-

onstrate how difficult it is to throw a foam ball through a hoop. They 
both made it on their second chance. Thank the Lord for second 
chances. In spite of what you have done in your life, in spite of what 

is happening in your life now, and in spite of what ,you are going 
to do God will give you a second chance! Great Men and Great 

Women would not be great without second chances. 
Jesus asked Simon if he loved him more than these? 

I. Eros: Physical Love 

II. Phileo: Brotherly Love. 
III. Agape: Unconditional Love. 

A young man died in a tragic auto accident. His heart was given 

to a young man awaiting a transplant. The mother met the young 
man who received her son's heart, and she laid her head upon his 
chest and said that she could hear her own son's heart beat. 

BE HONEST! We are saved by Grace! If God laid his head 

on your chest would he hear the heart beat of His Son? 
Our Worship Service begins at 11:00AM — please come 

and join us! 
Our Worship Service is broadcast on 88.7FM. 
God Bless and Keep You! See you next Sunday! 

TXOL 
INTERNET 

$9.95 For 50 Hours to 
$23.50 Unlimited 

See Lonnie 
At The Gorman Progress 

Call 254-734-2410 



* GM Owner Loyalty é 
Up to $2,000 on 

2007 / 2008 GM Vehicles  
*Must Own 1999 or Newer GM Vehicle 

SCOCIS- Buick 
LaCrosse 

Lucerne 

Chevrolet 
Cobalt 

Impala 

Silverado 

4500 Kodiak 

Avalanche 

Trailblazer 

Tahoe 

Suburban 

GMC 
Sierra 

4500 TopKick 

Envoy 

Yukon 

Yukon XL 

- 72 Mos. 

Pontiac  
G-5 

Gran Prix 

Clo% 
On Remaining 

2007 Models - 60 Mos. 
1.9% - 72 Mos. 

Bayer Motor Company, Inc. 
218 E. Grand — Comanche 

1-800-843-5230 
M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sat. 7:30 n.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Web Pages: www.bayermotorrom or www.bayermotorro.com 
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Desdemona News 
BY VONNIE GUTHERY 

Colin and Kaley Garcia spent the past weekend visiting with their father, George Garcia and 
family in Cleburne. 

Desdemona Cemetery Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 19th. Make plans to attend. 
More details later on. 

Pug and Vonnie Guthery visited recently with their sister, Avie Taylor in De Leon. She is doing 
much better since having a bad cold virus and sinus. 

Remember the Ladies Monthly Social will be held on Monday, April 14th at the Desdemona 
Community Center (former School Building). Visitors are always welcome. 

Sybil (McKinney) Loudamy, 81, of Ranger passed away March 17, 2008. Burial was in toe 
Breckenridge Cemetery. Survivors include her husband, Luther Loudamy of Ranger; son, Gary Loud-
amy of Allen; two daughters, Sherry Williamson of Eastland and Laurie Justice of Coppell; two broth-
ers, Lee McKinney of Albuquerque, NM. and Bryan McKinney of Arlington; sister, Mildred Coley of 
Arlington. Preceded in death by her parents, Samuel and Lillian McKinney, three sisiers and two broth-
ers. The McKinney family lived several years in the Jakehamon Community where all of their children 
attended school. Later on the McKinney children attended Desdemona School where Sybil was in the 
Class of 1943. Our sincere sympathy goes out to this family. 

Bro. Darrell Dossey, 78 of Gorman, passed away and burial was on Saturday, March 29, 2008 
in the Desdemona Cemetery. Survivors include his wife, June Dossey of Gorman; son, David Dossey of 
Breckenridge; daughter, Tracy Spivey of Gorman; sister, Dessie Watts of De Leon. Preceded in death by 
his parents, A.R. and Retta Dossey; son, Gary Dossey; daughter, Becky Simpson; brother, Billy Wayne 
Dossey; son-in-law, Steve Spivey. Bro. Darrell Dossey served as pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Desdemona thru the 60's. Friends in Desdemona sends sincere sympathy to this family in the loss of 
their loved one. 

"Hello" to our sister, Alta Mae Wilcoxson in Odessa from Pug and Vonnie Guthery. She enjoys 
receiving the weekly De Leon Free Press. 

Please contact this reporter with your weekly news. Your help will be appreciated. 
Several from Desdemona attended the Fifth Sunday Singing at the St. Joe Baptist Church north-

west of De Leon. There was a large crowd to attend this Sunday night service. 
Thought for today — "Doing nothing is very hard to do -- you never know when you are fin-

ished." 
Have a Great Day, Vonnie 

Air Force Personnel in Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait 
Getting 19 TONS of Popcorn Gifts from the folks at home! 

What a positive way to show support for the troops! 
"It's time to show them how much we care!" said Support Our Troops Chairman Martin C. 

Boire. 
SupportOurTroops.Org on 3-26-08 shipped 157,140 free servings of popcorn good-will gifts 

to the U. S. Air Force personnel in the combat areas. That's 45 pallets. That's 2,530 cases! $220,639 
worth! 19 tons! What a gesture of our trust in them, and our honest gratitude for everything they do to 
protect all of us civilians and our families here at home. 

Every case is labeled with "thank-you" signage from the folks here at home. 
"They do so much every day for us civilians and our families, and we're thrilled to give them a 

simple taste of home," said Boire. "What a fun way to show them how much we think of them! What 
a tremendous gesture of good will." 

About SupportOurTroops.Org 
Support Our Troops® is a patriotic family organization aimed at protecting the well-being of 

the troops and their families. They Support Us - Let's Support Them!T Civilian-led, SOT enthusiasti-
cally welcomes civilians, active-duty families, veterans, and folks from all political parties. We offer 
simple, easy, everyday methods through which folks can stick up for those who stick up for all of us: 
official license plates, ribbons, magnets, apparel, and accessories, knowing that it works to benefit the 
deployed troops (our neighbors) and their families. Support Our Troops is a nation-wide 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization with chapters in 37 states to date. Donations at SupportOurTroops.Org help us do 
wonderful things like this for the troops and their families. 

Who manufactured it? 
Nothing but the best for our troops! Trail's End popcorn is known as America's Best Popcorn. , 

It is produced by Weaver Popcorn Company, one of the largest producers and manufacturers of popcorn 
products in the world. An 80-year-old, family-owned company located in Indiana, Weaver Popcorn dis-
tributes its products in more than 90 countries. 

How is it getting there? 
It was boxed at the factory in Indiana. Each box was labeled with a large colorful thank-you 

notice. Then it was palletized, plastic-wrapped and loaded into an 40' overseas metal shipping container 
and trucked to a sea port to then go by freighter to the U. S. Army troops stationed in Kuwait. 

Where did all this popcorn come from? 
From the American People! SupportOurTroops.org, the Boy Scouts of America, and the Trails 

End Popcorn Company teamed up to pull this off. The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts went door to door 
across,America and asked people if they would like to donate $25 of popcorn treats to the troops. And 
at $25 a pop this many people did. 

CFC (Combined Federal Campaign) Member #31529. 
Support Our Troops® is an authorized private civilian national and international nonprofit in the Com-
bined Federal Campaign (CFC). It is the largest and most successful workplace charity campaign in the 
world. Federal employees can help Support Our Troops® by designating to code 31529. 

High Res images for use in coverage of this can be downloaded through the Popcorn Project 
area located on the front page of www.SupportOurTroops.org. 

Contact: 1-877-879-8882 PR@SupportOurTroops.org 

NLO to Host 3rd Annual Career Day & 
College Recruitment Fair 
for Hispanic Students 

Chicago - Approximately 400 students representing over 20 
school districts are expected to attend the 3rd annual Central Texas 
Career Day and College Recruitment Fair for Hispanic students. The 
event, sponsored by the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute 
(USHLI), will be held Friday, April 11, from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at.  
First Baptist Church, 208 Austin Avenue in Brownwood. Admission 
is free and lunch will be provided. 

The event will feature a nationally prominent keynote  
speaker, recruiters representing colleges and univvsities in the Cen 
tral Texas area, and financial aid advisors. Ten scholarships will als 
be awarded. 

Dr. Juan Andrade, a graduate of Brownwood High School and Howard Payne University, is the 
co-founder and President of the Institute. One of the most educated leaders in America, Andrade has 
earned five degrees, including a doctorate, and received five honorary degrees. He is the only BHS and 

HPU graduate in history to receive a medal from the President of the United States "for the performance 
of exemplary deeds of service for the nation" and "for excellence in promoting leadership and civic par-

ticipation." 

In announcing his organization's third college recruitment fair to be held in Texas, Andrade 
said, "Events like this are a great way to encourage students to stay in school, do their best, graduate, and 
pursue some kind of post-secondary education or training. It's one of the best ways I know to help lower 
the drop out rate, improve student performance, raise the high school completion rate, and increase the 
number of Hispanic students who are preparing themselves for a better future." 

USHLI is a Chicago-based national nonprofit organization, established in 1982 to promote civic 
participation, education, Hispanic unity, and leadership development. The organization's web site is 

www.ushli.org. 

Get Paid When You Turn On Your Lights! 
Want To Know MorePPP 

visit: thumnerenergv.igniteinc.biz 

Free Markets, Personal Responsibility 
Can Help Housing Decline 

There is no greater symbol of the American Dream than home ownership. In a country 
that prizes freedom and economic independence, Americans' homes are a lifelong investment 
and, for many, their primary asset. However, in recent months, a decline in the U.S. housing 
market has threatened the financial security of many Americans and has placed the nation's 
economy at risk. As lawmakers scramble for a fix, it is preferable that solutions be guided 
by free market principles, rather than sweeping government intervention or taxpayer-financed 
bailouts. 

A fair assessment of the situation is the first step to an appropriate response. 
During the final quarter of 2007, home prices declined 8.9 percent -- the largest year-

to-year drop in the 20-year history of the index. In January, sales of existing homes dipped to 
a 10-year low. Though some are able to shoulder the burden of zero or negative equity, other. 
can't afford their mortgage payments. This has led to a rise in foreclosures. Almost all hom-
eowners have been affected, because low home sales and foreclosures have created a housing 
surplus that has driven down home values. Falling home prices have placed many homeowners 
in the precarious position of owing more on their mortgages than their houses are worth. 

Yet, there are some positive indicators that are often overlooked. The U.S. Census 
Bureau reported that homeownership rates were still near an all-time high at the end of 2007. 
Of the 51 million American households financing their homes, 93 percent pay their mortgages 
on time, with only two percent of these households in foreclosure. Further, according to the 
Mortgage Bankers Association, foreclosures among prime loans and Federal Housing Author-
ity (FHA) loans have remained stable since 2001. 

But it is the disproportionate rise in subprime adjustable rate mortgages that are in 
default and risk foreclosure that is cause for real concern. These loans are granted to borrowers 
who don't qualify for the best market interest rates. They are periodically adjusted to a range 
of market indexes, as opposed to a more stable fixed rate mortgage. Only 13 percent of all out-
standing mortgages are subprime, but defaults on these loans accounted for 50 percent of the 
foreclosure starts in the third quarter of 2007. These foreclosures negatively impact the overall 
economy and require a measured response to help prevent or combat recession. 

In the last year, the Federal Reserve has implemented multiple interest rate reductions 
to avert recession and make adjustable rate mortgages more affordable. Congress enacted a law 
in 2007 that extends mortgage insurance premium deductibility and makes mortgage forgive-
ness non-taxable for three years. Last month, Congress passed, and President Bush signed into 
law, a broad stimulus package. The stimulus plan raises the loan limits for the FHA and gov-
ernment sponsored entities (GSE) Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Congress now should quickly 
consider bipartisan legislation to modernize the FHA and reform regulatory oversight of GSEs 
and the Federal Home Loan Banks. 

The housing industry has also been actively involved in efforts to help stabilize the 
market. They have begun streamlining the process of modifying subprime loans and making 
resources more available to borrowers facing foreclosure. HOPE NOW, an alliance of private 
sector businesses assisting struggling homeowners, recently announced that, since July, loan 
modifications or repayment plans have helped more than 1 million borrowers avoid foreclo-
sure. 

Responsibility also rests in the hands of homeowners. Many homeowners were tempt-
ed by low rates and rising real estate values, yet chose not to make careless investments. Sta-
bilizing the housing market will improve their home values over time, and reward their efforts. 
Those who are underwater but are able to make their mortgage payments should fulfill their 
obligations. On the other hand, borrowers who legitimately cannot afford their mortgages must 
reach out for help and demonstrate that they want to keep their homes. In order for any govern-
ment or private sector initiative to be effective, homeowners must be willing to learn about and 
use the resources made available to them. 

There are some in Congress who would enact sweeping government intervention, but 
many of the tenets of such measures are unnecessary, costly, and counterproductive. Our ap-
proach to the housing downturn should provide responsible relief but fall short of a bailout. We 
must allow the market to correct itself, while lending aid to those at greatest risk. 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison is Chairman of the Senate Republican Policy Committee. 
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