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Santa Visit 
Saturday, December 9th 

4-6 pm 
Gorman Community Center 

Pictures will be available at $2.00 each 

The fighting Panthers 2006 sea-
son ended with many players re-
ceiving recognition for their 
gridiorn accomplishments. Gorman 
had our first team Offense. Run-
ning back Reji Sanchez, senior 
rushed for over 1,200 yards and 
scored 14 touchdowns, Reji aver-
aged 7.4 per carry. Sanchez was 
joined in the backfield with sopho-
more teammate Matt Underwood. 
Underwood also eclipsed the 1,000 
mark this season. Matt avenged 5.7 
yards per tote from the fullback po-
sition. Underwood was a huge fac-
tor in blocking for both Sanchez and 
other halfback Fox. At Center is 
senior David Ibarra. Ibarra an-
chored a line that averaged 358 
yards rushing a game. Joining him 
on the 1st Team Line is junior Corey 
Clark. Clark played both guard and 
tackle this year but played all dis-
trict games at guard. All four of the 
above were selected 1st Team. 

The Panthers placed two play-
ers on the 12-A 1st Team Defense. 
Lineback and senior David Ibarra 
who led the team in tackles was a 
unanimous choice. Also Free 
Safety and a junior Zack Fox was 
1st Team. Fox was selected unani-
mous. Fox was the Panthers sec-
ond leading tackler behind Ibarra. 

On the 2nd Team Offense the 
Panthers placed four more players. 
Running Back Zack Fox a junior. 
Fox not only made some big runs 
but also was a very steady blocker 
and receiver out of the backfield. 
Orlando Valenzuela was selected at 
the Tight End position. Orlando 
was the Panthers leading receiver. 
He had three touchdowns during 
District and also tan the ball in the 
slot position. He was a very good 
blocker as well. Senior Pete 
Ramirez started all eleven games at 
the left guard. David Ibarra was 
also selected on the 2nd Team Of-
fense as a Kicker. Ibarra kicked two 
field goals during district competi-
tion. A 33 yarder against De Leon 
and a 27 yarder versus Santo. 

Orlando Valenzuela, Tony Perez 
and Aaron Keith were all listed on 
the 2nd Team Defense. Valeuzuela 
was a Defensive End. Perez was 
nose tackle and Keith played both 
end and tackle. All three are jun-
iors. 

Those players who were selected 
Honorable Mention had to recieve 
rates. All players were selected by 
the district coaches. No coach could 
vote for their own player. Honor-
able Mention Offense - Tyson 
Swanner - QB; Seth Johnson - Line; 
Tony Perez - RB; and Aaron Keith 
- Tight End. Honorable Mention 
Defense - Tyson Swanner - Second-
ary; and Reji Sanchez - Secondary. 

Are you having a hard time get-
ting into the spirit of things because 
you have a loved one struggling 
with addiction? 

Do you not know what to do to 
help? 

Call Narconon today at 800-
468-6933 or log onto 
www.stopaddiction.com now!!! 

Panther Football Place Six First Team 12-A 

PANTHERS Named To All District Team .11Jsoh Swanner, Zack Pox, Reji Sanchez, Matt Underwood, Seth Johnson, Orlando 
Valenzuela, Aaron Keith, Brian Greet, Matt Smith, David lam, Pete Ramirez, Tony Perez, Corey Clark 

Tyler Johnson Chosen 12-A Newcomer of the Year 
Freshman Tyler Johnson was chosen Newcomer of the Year by 12-A 

district coaches. Johnson was a unanimous choice for this honor. Tyler is 
a 5-10 and 202 pound freshman who started 11 eleven games on both side 
of the ball. Johnson was left tackle on Offense. The Offense averaged 
358 yards rushing per game. Johnson also was a bright spot as well on the 
Defense where he played alongside 1st Team All-District linebacker David 
Ibarra. 

Johnson was moved to linebacker after the 2nd non-district game. He 
started the season at defensive end but as time evolved it was apparent he 
was a natural at the linebacker position. He ended the season as the Pan-
thers 2nd leading tackler. Johnson has a great future on both sides of the 
ball but defense in the long run may be his strong suit. Johnson also 
excelled on all of the Panthers Special Teams. 

This is a huge accomplishment for anyone not to mention an athlete in 
his first year in high school. He could be the bell cow for the Panthers 
defense over the next three years. 

Newcomer of the Year is one of the superlative awards selected by the 
12-A district coaches. 

TYSON WANNER 	Fighting Pride Award and 
NAMED TO ALL TOURNAMENT 

TEAM RECENTLY Academie All-District Lists 

I would like to give special recognition to five seniors who playa 
key roles on our tumaroundlootbalLseason. These five young-men arc 
David Ibarra, Pete Ramirez, Reji Sanchez, Brian Greer and Matt Smith 
Ibarra, Ramirez and Sanchez were all three 12-A All District selections 
Matt Smith and Brian Greer and Sanchez were selected on the Academic 
All-District Team as well. The backbone of any team has always comc 
from the senior group. I would like to give a special thanks to this grout 
of seniors and wish them well. The Gorman staff appreciate their haft 
work and leadership. Sanchez, Ibarra and Ramirez were chosen by thei1 
teammates as Tri-Captains during summer work-outs. Best of Luck tc 
you all. 

THANKS SENIORS FOR A JOB WELL DONE 

Coach Talber 

Eastland County Safe 
Kids & Tech*Star EMS Edu-
cation will be conducting a 
child safety seat class on 
December 20, 2006 at 7pm 
in the Teaching/Confer-
ence Room at Eastland Me-
morial Hospital. If you are 
unable to purchase a new 
child safety seat, you may 
attend this class to get a 
free seat. For more infor-
mation, please call us at; 
254-734-5989. 

Child Safety 
Seat Class 
Planned Dec. 20 

The Fighting Pride Award winner from Gorman was Justin Little 
Justin is a freshman. Congratulations to Justin. 

The Panthers named to the Academic MI-District Team are Brian Greer 
David Ibarra, Pete Ramirez, Reji Sanchez and Matt Smith. 

DECEMBER 9,2006 
7:00 P.M. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT SHINOAK OPERA HOUSE 
PRESENTS 

THE REDEEMED OF EASTLAND AND OUR OWN HOWARD 
FAMILY 

COME BY THE OPERA HOUSE AFTER NOON TO VOTE FOR 
YOUR FAVORITE ORNAMENT. 

PLEASE COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Local Stock Show Set For Dec. 16 
The Gorman Livestock Raisers Association will host the annual local livestock 

show Saturday December l 6, 2006.    It will be at the Gorman Ag Show Barn. 
This is your invitation to come out and support this group of kids exhibit their 
show projects for the corning year. We will have a full concession through out the 
days events. We would really enjoy your attendance and support for the day. A 
more detailed schedule will be published in next week's paper. 

You Are Invited 

to 

the Resident's Christmas Party 

at 

'3-Grit-age Manor 

on 

December 14, 2006 

Open ?-louse 

from  
5:00 p.m. to Too p.m. 

Conte and 	us 

for 

mod, Tun, and Tellowship 

Doctors 

Doctors aistealcar Center 
10201 .7tury. t6 .florth 

Comanche. rexas 76442 
254 -879-4910 

Flu Shot Special 

*to $15.00  
• 

6 3tlecticar Center 
and' Comanche community 

9fame 9feafth -war be providing a December ,rCu 
Shot S_peciaC Prease stop by either &cation for 

your sts.00 fru shot. 
Comanche Community 

gconte Wealth 
son W. Oak Street 

Comanche, rex-as 76442 
325-356-2509  

/1976 2006 

In celebration of their 
30th Wedding Anniversary 

You are cordially invitedto attend 
'rite renewing of Wedding Vows 

between 
Sammye Pettit Mauney 

and 
Gary Don Mauney 

On Saturday, December 9, 2006 
At 2:og 

Rt the Tirst Baptist Church 
Gorman, Texas 

1'6 gifts Please. Your Presence Is glirTrinr ls 'Required. 

Gorman — ?-Come of the glnnualPeanut Testival 
	

30 Cents 

2006 Member 
Texas Press Association 

NUMBER FORTY-EIGHT 

"Serving Gorman For Over 106 Years" 

Gorman, Eastland County, Texas 76454 
DECEMBER 7, 2006 

Small Town Christmas 
Set For December 9th 

Small Town Christmas is planned Saturday, December 9th in Down-
town Gorman, starts at 12 p.m. Childrens Parade lines up at 5 p.m. Can 
be dressed as X-Mas theme. Judging begins at 5:15 and parade starts at 
5:30. Deadline for Entry Forms for Big Parade ends at 5 p.m., December 

• th. 	
Entertainment begins at 2 p.m. 

Santa Will Be Here From 4 to 6 p.m. 
Parade Begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Following the Parade there will be a "Tour Of Lights" 
Come join us for a Small Town Christmas. There will be lots of stuff for 
the whole family to enjoy and get your picture taken with SANTA!! 

Thanks for your support. Gorman Senior Travel Club 2007. 

Christmas 
Shop Without Your Kids? 

It's possible with Firstfruits Christian Fellowship "Mom's Day Out." 
Mom's Day out is a day for you to shop, set-up your home for the holi-
days, clean, or just rest. On December 9th from 9:30 a.m. till 3:30 p.m. 
you can have FREE child care. Firstfruits will open the doors at 9:15 a.m. 
to receive your kids and have a days worth of activities for them while 
you are gone. We will care for children from 12 months to 12 years (or 
fifth grade). Pre-registration begins December 6th thru the 8th from 11:00 
a.m. till 5:30 p.m. or you can call 254-734-3203. 

Gorman Lady Panthers 
Topple Sidney Lady Eagles 

The Lady Panthers had their hands full with Sidney's senior post who 
scored 18 of her 30 points in the first quarter of the November 28th game. 
Audrey Johnston answered back offensively with 31 points of her own 
but a big difference in the final score was seen in the fact that only 3 other 
Eagles scored while 6 Panthers saw numbers in their point's column. 

A tough defense proved effective for the 17 point win by the Ladies at 
Gorman. The Lady Panthers came out after the half for a huge third quar-
ter lay-up spree off their full court press. 

Gorman 	15 13 21 14- 63 
Sidney 	 46 

B. Carlton 8, Johnston 31, Lewis 4, Herrera 2, Longoria 11, Seaton 5, K. 
Carlton 2. 

Gorman Ladies Lose Two 
at Rising Star Tournament 

The Lady Panthers had upsetting tournament results at Rising Star this 
past weekend as they were first sent to the consolation bracket by Rising 
Star on Friday then lost the Saturday game to Cross Plains. A less inten-
sive defense than the girls have been playing with in previous games 
coupled with low shooting percentages led to two games the Lady Pan-
thers wish they could replay. They may get that chance in the upcoming 
tournament at Cross Plains this weekend in which both opponents are 
scheduled to play in. 

Gorman 	' 10 9 4 10- 34 
Rising Star 	3 10 16 	8- 37 

B. Carlton 5, Johnston 16, Herrera 3, Longoria 6, Seaton 2, K. Carlton 2. 
Gorman 	7 5 12 13- 37 
Cross Plains 	9 	5 	9 18- 41 

. Carlton 9, Johnston 8, Lewis 4, Longoria 1, Seaton 2, K. Carlton 13. 

Gorman Jr. High Hosts Santo 
Gorman B Girls 
	

14 
	

Santo 	18 
Gorman B Boys 
	

11 
	

Santo 	21 
Gorman A Girls 
	

28 
	

Santo 	37 
Gorman A Boys 
	

32 
	

Santo 	35 



Specializing In Custom Farming" 
Hay Baling - Custom Plowing - Planting - Brillion Seeding 

Brent Henderson 
Custom Farming 

Home: 254-445-2481 
	

Cell: 254-485-6038 
13223 S. FM 219 
	

DUBLIN, TX 76446 

254-893-3404 
516 Hwy 6 West, De Leon 

Broker: Robert Gilder 
Agents: Ronnie Golden, David Gilder, 

Wayne Parsons 

 

REALTY 

 

   

• 184A, 2-1 frame home, 6 water wells,2 reservoirs, 3 side roll irrigation systems, 
15hp pit pump, 9 acre in pecan orchard, 76 acres in coastal, 55 acres in crop 
land, rest in native pasture. pKoll $524,920 

• 165A ,3-1 newly remolded frame home, w/office, 12 waterwells, large reservoir, 
highwayfrontage, cross fences, coastal, pecan orchard, pipe corrals, storm cellar, 
barns, hunting, minerals.10011$549;000 REDUCED $495,000 

• 100 A, w/4,961 sq. ft(CAD) 5-41/2  2-story brick home, fireplaces, game room, 
office, 2-cargarage, 2-carcarport, underground sprinkler, swimming pool, deck 
w/hot tub, 2 ponds, pipe corrals, pecan & oak trees. iFsou $850,000 

• 80 A, w/1,943sf(CAD) 3-2 brick home, barns and shed, 3 wells, stock pond, 
cross fences, steel pens, almost completed roping arena. 'coon $459,000 

• 70A, w/1,894sf(CAD) 3-2 brick home, metal roof, carport, fireplace, approx. 14 
acres pecan orchard, both sides of Leon River, coastal, 2 reservoirs, 4 wells, 3 
barns, pipe corrals, equipment hunting, IBCO1I $396,500 

• 52 A, w/2,854sf(CAD) 4-3 brick home, carport 5 water wells, 3 stock tanks, 
corrals, barns poll $250,000 

• 11A, w/161x701 mobile home, well, rural water, oak trees [mon $70,000 
• 10A, horse facilityw/16x76 Mobile home, approx 2,600sf of barns and sheds, 

cross fenced into four pastures, highway frontage [mon $125,000 
• 243 A, Comanche Co, one reservoir, 14 irrigation wells, irrigation pit, highway 

frontage, cultivation, costal, native pasture moil $473,850 
• 240 A, with pivot irrigation system, 2-stock tanks, approx. 7,000sf of barns and 

sheds, pipe corrals, creek, hunting, minerals Noir $798,500 
• 158 A, rolling terrain, 2 tanks, well, coastal, native, cover for deer and to 

hunting, an weather roads, minerals. approx. 4 mil es from Dublin r(soir $395,000 
• 150A, rollingterrain, approx. 90 acteswooded, 4 waterwells, inigation pit, stock 

tank, excellentdeer and turkey hunting. Minerals. !toot) $442,500 
• 140A, recreational, cattle, or hoise,creek runningthru, waterwells, good fences, 

hu nling deer, turkey, hogs, some farm eq. available, mi nera ls negotiable, possible 
ownerfinancing. ICSKO11$350,000 

• 100 A, with 5 stock tanks, waterwel I, pipe corrals, good fences, improvedvarieties 
of coastal, native pasture, cultivation, and hunting.immsoit $225,000 

• 81A pecan orchard, approx. 900 improved variety trees, underground drip 
irrigation on, 9 wells, tractors, shaker, other equipment [R1EM011$326,000 

• 60 A, stock tank, approx 13 A wooded, coastal and hunting. poor] $165,000 
• Nursing Home, 12,961 sf (CAD) building, kitchen, dining morn, lobby, nurse's 

station , 2 PT nns, 22 double rooms, 2 quad moms, 1.3 A PCH011$59,000 
• 3,925sf(CAD) M eta I Commercial B ui Id i ng, walk-in cooler, central heat & air, office 

& storage areas, restrooms 18W021 $75,000 

See Pictures at: www.GilderRealty.com 

Riley Gardner Memorial Represented By 
JONELL TORREZ — 254-734-2535 

Our Memorial Display Is Now Located 
Behind Higginbotham's Funeral Home. 
We Guarantee You Can Buy The FIN-
EST QUALITY Memorial At The 
LOWEST PRICE. All Work Guaran-
teed. 

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS 
SINCE Pin 

Let Us Build Your New Home or Room Addition 
U You Can Drram 11.„ Ur Can Build W! 

444 

T. J. Clark Construction Co., Inc. 
(254) 734-2755 

P. 0. Box 176 — 111 E. Roberts St. — Gorman, Texas 76454 

General Building Contractors - All Work Guaranteed 
Custom Homes - Remodeling - Commercial - Industrial - Farm 

Financing - Free Estimates - Design. Engincenng & Plan Sen ices 

Stephen P. Kelly, M.D. 
Medical Director 

HEART OF TEXAS OUTPATIENT 
CATARACT CENTER 

•Sutureless Surgery 
'Laser Surgery 
•ReSTOR Certified 
'Medicare Participating 
'Medicare Approved, State Licensed 
'Ambulatory Surgery Center 
'Friendly, High Quality, Low Cost Ultra Modern, 
Cataract Surgery at a FRACTION OF THE COST 
of any hospital 
'Regular activity can be resumed after surgery 
with no physical restrictions 
•New patients with MEDICAL  or SURGICAL  eye 
problems are WELCOME - No-Referral Required 

Se Habla Espanol 
Certified in Cataract / Implant Surgery by thd 

American Board of Eye Surgery 
100 South Park Drive • Brownwood, Tx 

( 325 ) 643-3561 • Toll Free 800-336-7324 
visit out website - www.drkellybrownwood.eyemd.org 

www.hotocc.com 

GREAT HOMEMADE 
MEKICAN FOOD 

FRIDAY ONLY 
115 S. Briscoe (corner of Briscoe & Ross across from City Park) 

Serving 11 am to 1:30 pm - - Carry Out 

Phone 254-734-5637 

Feline Plate or Tamale Ple•DInner 

• 

Peanuts 
Raw - Roasted - Honey Roast - Chili Hot 

Homemade Candy 
Dried Fruit 

Salsa a Relishes 

Gift Baskets 

We Buy and 
Crack Pecans 

Hirst Nut & Produce Co. 
P. a Box 255 

Gorman, Tx 76454 — Phone 254-734-4059 
Daryl and Cecilia Hirst - Owners 

R&R 
ORNAMENTAL FENCING 

Wrought Iron Fencing 
• Wrought Iron 
• Chain Link 
• Pipe 
• Etc. 

1111:!1111:!" ism 	:hi 

Masonry & Concrete 
• Rock, Brick, Block 
• Columns 
• Patios 
• Siding 
• Walks 
• Etc. 

Mario Ramirez - Owner 

Business: (254) 734-4144 
Mobile: (254) 842-8925 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

LORI DODD!!! 
We Think You Rock!!! 

NF -1C - HS 
	S 

Business Directory 

Couittry 
REAL ESTATE 

BARBARA LOVE, Broker 
317 E. Main St. 
254-629-1725 

EASTLAND, TX 76448 

POOR LITTLE HOUSE - needs to 
hear swish of paint brush & hum of 
handyman. Frame house with siding, 
3 BR , 1 1/2 baths, space heat, window 
A/C; DDCP & stg. bldg. Call for de- 
tails. 	08 
COMFY, COZY, AFFORDABLE! 
3 14,11/24)omL Jar 
Li 	ini her indo 
kite with vood ets, 
SDG & 2 car carport. 04 
HELP YOURSELF TO COM-
FORT! Enjoy life in this 3 BR, 2 bath 
brick home.Livingroom with F/P,din-
ing, kitchen appliances, CH/A, cov-
ered patio, 2 car carport & storage 
bldg. 07 
TAKE A PEEK - THEN SETTLE 
IN! 3 BR,13/4 bath home with living, 
dining, CH/A, screened porch & 2 
sheds. Act fast - it won't last! 01.1 

I I 

3+2 D/Wide 
New with Acreage 

$0 Down, 
$550 per Mo., FHA 7%, 36 Mos. 

817-279-8505 
RBI 35823 	..I::, C 

COGBURN REALITY 
893-6666 	DE LEON, TX 
NEW: 2-1-1 frame home, large cor-
ner lot, nice condition. Only $17,500 
NE 	-1 F 	,w•  w a/c 	3 
sq. 	f 	1c 
den, rages . $ , 	0 
NEW: 2 houses - one money! 3 - 1 
1/2 brick, metal roof, 1548 sq. ft., + 
1 - 1 frame 648 sq. ft., several car-
ports, window a/c, storage buildings, 
trees, large lot, 	Reduced 
$52,900.00, "Owner will Separate" 
13.958 acreas west of De Leon: 2 or 
3 	ba 	k, I 	, ga 

5 pure, 11s, 
bi 	ysh , 	er sh , /4 	off 
pavement. S112,500 
NEW: 17.55 a west De Leon FM 
587estly "coat few&  D  
PeSees,1hany 
available, nice home site. $2,750 acre 
NEW: 30 a mil, water well, elec., 
barn, coastal, old pond, good fences, 
100s of small pecan trees. $2,500 
acre. 
NEW: 100 a west De Leon FM587, 
3 - 1 1/2 - 2 brick. 1444 sq. ft, C/ 
HA, fireplace, carpeted, some re-
modeling, 3 ponds, 30a crop land, 
35a coastal, some native, fenced, 2 
steel corrals, 2 wells, shop building. 
Nice setup. Mineral Rights 
$295,000.00 
NEW: 160 A mil east Gorman on 
FM2921: 65 a tn/I coastal, 75 a m/ 
1 wooded, water well, pond, steel 
corral, indications show lots deer. 
turkey and hogs, mineral rights.  
$2,900.00 
NEW: 240 a south Gorman, 120a 
fields, 80a wooded, 40a coastal, 2 

small ponds, water well, in an great 
hunting area, lots of deer sign, grew 
place! Mineral Rights $2,250.00 arm.  

We NEED  Your Listings. The 
market is Good. Call Us. 

SELLING 
GORMAN - DE LEON 

AREAS OVER 50 YEARS 

NEW 5 +3 w/acreage, great 
kitchen, comer breakfast room. 

$0 Down, $695 per mo., 
tni  FHA, 79,60 mos. 
817-279-8505 RBI 35823 

WANTED: Year Round Lease in Gor 
man/Carbon/Kokomo/Desdemona area 
for either small herd of cattle or for hunt 
ing. Responsible local land owner. Smal 
or large acreage. Contact Shawn at 817 
219-0050 or 817-573-7817. 	FNC 

Large - 4+2 w/aereage, 
All Appliances, Rock Fireplace, 

X-I arge Bedrooms!. 
$0 down, FHA, $650 per mo., 

7%, 360 mos. -- 817-279-8505 
RBI 35823 	.4.12.V1 C 

We buy houses! Quick CASH closings! 
Call Ron 432-580-4883. 	file 

Your Electric Bill Too High! 
Lowest Rates In Texas! Lock 
• In For-Two (2) Years! Eul a 
Miears 254-734-4371. 

FNC. 

PYRAMID HEALTHCARE 
WANTS YOU! 

Pyramid HealthCare, a leader 
in the long-term care industry, 

is looking for qualified 
candidates to join our 

progressive team. Due to a 
recent increase in admissions 
Heritage Manor of Gorman 
currently have the following 

positions available: 

* LVN 
*Relief RN 

*CNA's 

Please apply in person at 600 W. 
Roosevelt in Gorman, Texas 
Pyramid HealthCare EEQC M/F/p/V 

Thank You 
I want to thank The First United 

Methodist pastor Victor Pena and 
Karen, the City of Gorman, and who-
ever else that donated food to me in 
our time of need. 

Skicerely,Lyleen Perez 
Tam and Barbara Perez r.. 

Obituaries 
Harvey Edward "Pete" Joiner 

Harvey Edward "Pete" Joiner, age 90, of Gorman passed away on 
Friday, December 1, 2006 at Valley View Nursing Center in Eastland, 
Tx. Services were held Sunday, December 3rd at 3 p.m. at Nowlin Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Lowell Dean Skaggs officiating. Music by 
Daryl Hirst. Interment in De Leon Cemetery under the direction of 
Nowlin Funeral Home. 

Pete was a farmer/rancher. He resided in Gorman/De Leon area all of 
his life. He was a member of Rock Bluff Baptist Church where he served 
as Deacon. Papa Pete enjoyed hunting and fishing with his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. Pete was the best Papa a kid could have! 

Pete was born May 17, 1916 in Comanche County to the late S.S. 
Joiner and Liza Jane Coan Joiner. He married Vera Modes Barker on 
September 23, 1939 in Rising Star, Tx. 

He is survived by two grandchildren: Kael Joiner'and his wife, Julie 
and Kelly Stone and her husband Shane, all of Eastland; four great-
grandchildren, Makenzie Stone, Jaxon Stone, Seth Joiner and Samuel 
Joiner. 

He was preceded by his wife, Vera Modes Joiner on October 30, 
2006, one son, Harvey Don Joiner; 8 brothers, Elmer, Raymond, Bill, 
Herbert, Jim, Fred Seaborn and Hollis Joiner; 5 sisters, Geraldine Single-
ton, Agnes Baker, Birdie McClellan, Hesper Gray and Ardell Henderson. 

Pallbearers were Ennis Joiner, Howard Joiner, Kevin Wright, Bobby 
Skaggs, Steve Singleton and Neil Singleton. Honorary Pallbearers were 
Herbert Schexnider, Wendell Pounds, Lawrence Farley, Sam Robinett, 
Melvin Skaggs and Alvin McCleellan. 

LaDoris Morgan Killen 
LaDoris Morgan Killen, age 79 of De Leon passed away Thursday, No-

vember 30,2006 at Hopkins Co. Memorial Hospital in Sulphur Springs, Tx. 
Graveside services were held December 4th at De Leon Cemetery at 11 a.m. 
with Lisa Neslony officiating, under the direction of Nowlin Funeral Home. 

She was born January 9, 1927 in Cleburne, Tx to the late James Henry 
Morgan and Ina Lee Knowls Morgan. She married Henry L. Killen, II on 
January 3, 1993 in Dallas. 

She was a Secretary, Editor, Poet; graduate of Southwestern University 
in Georgetown with a BA Cum Laude in Bible Sociology and graduate of 
Syracuse University in New York with a MA degree in Religious Journal-
ism. 

She is survived by a brother, James Norman Morgan of Sulphur Springs; 
sister Mary Genelia Languell of Highland, CA. 

She was preceded by her husband, Henry L. Killen in 1996; and one 
sister, Nelda Fay Rauch. 

CLASSIFIE 
PUPPIES: Lab Puppies - 2 gold females and 2 chocolate females. Call 254-631- 
4407. 	 1-12-7 P. 

WANT TO BUY: Used Sideroll Irriga-
tion Systems. Call 979-531-9975 - Emory 
Thomas. 	 2-12-7 P. 
FOR SALE: Used washers, dryers, re-
frigerators, and freezers. 30 day warranty. 
Call 254-893-4198 or 254-842-8167. fric 

Paul Williams Roofing 
Carbon, Texas 

254-639-2330, 
30 years of Service in Gonnan Area 

Frce Estimates 
eAct1detrWarrantica , t a  t, 

Starting at $7.00 hourly! 
DQ of Gorman - 
419 W. Lubbock now hiring 

seasonal day and night help. Need to love 
working with people, meeting new faces, 
drug and smoke free environments. Ap-
ply in person to Manager, Maria Swin- 
ncy. 	 4-12-21 C. 
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Advertising Lino Rata • _2678 
NO COMMISSION DISCOUNTS 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
.20 Canto Word 

Minimum Charge • $3.00 per issue - CASH 
Charged • Additional Fee • $1.00. 

No Commission 
Additional SO cents for Borders. Wedding 
Announcements • $5.00I $10 with Picture -
Weddings - $10.00 Minimum. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINE - TUESDAY 
NOON 

Card of Thanks - $3.00 
THE GORMAN PROGRESS RESERVES 
RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADVERTISING .  
POSMASTER: Please Send Change of Address To 
GORMAN PROGRESS, P, 0. Box 68. Oomun. 
Texas 76454.0068 
	 • 

Small Town Christmas 
Parade Entry Form 

Presented by the GSTC - Gornian Senior Travel Club 
Downtown Gorman 

Saturday, December 9, 2006 
Lineup will begin at the school at 5 and parade starts at 6 

Deadline Thursday, December 7th at 5 p.m. 
Return this form to: Kaci Seaton, P.O. Box 195, Gorman, Tx 76454 

For More Info please contact Kaci at 254-734-5414 

Name 	  

Address 	  

Telephone 	  

EDC Talk 
An unrealized but very important part of economic development for a 

community is training in the laws that govern the half-cent sales tax dol-
lars. In an effort to do a proper job for the community and to better serve 
our community our local EDC Board members have recently completed a 
training hosted by the Office of the Attorney General. The two-hour train-
ing was regarding the topics of Open Records and Open Meetings. The 
training was interesting and very informative. We believe that we can now 
serve in our positions of director/board members in a fuller capacity for 
the citizens of Gorman and the surrounding area. It is also available to the 
public through the OAG website. Anyone interested in knowing the laws 
of retrieving public records and attending public meetings can go online 
to www.oag.state.tx .us and click on Open Government and watch the same 
training presented to the boards. 	. 

I would like to note that each member of the 4A and 4B EDC Board 
serves as a volunteer on these boards; donating their time, efforts and 
energy to make good, sound decisions regarding the local economic de-
velopment sales tax income. Their commitment, like that of our local city 
commissioners and school board members, is made obvious by their re- , 
sponsible attendance and accountability to the state laws for serving on 
these respective boards. We area very fortunate to have many of the dedi-
cated community leaders that we have here in Gorman. 

WW's 
Closeout, New, Repos! 

Must See! 
817-279-8505 

RBI 35823 
4 ra.r 

FOR SALE: Steel Barrels - Call Den 
ver Rainey at .254-734i-5131.. _ 	FNC 

I. 0 S T Chihuahua! 
15, named Blondie, 3 miles 
from Gorman on Kokomo 
Hwy., on Nov. 29th afternoon, 
REWARD. Doris Bradshaw, 
254-734-2159 or Syliva 
Buchanan, 254-734-4027. 

ITI' 

New Cedar Home 
Set On Your Land or Ours! 

Rock ER, covered porch, and 

Island Kitchen. $0 Down, 
$695 per mo.7%, FHA, 360 mos. 

817-279-8505 
RBI 35823 4122syr 
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Panther Dance Team 
Nicole Vaughn, Elisa Lobo, Laura Herrera, Kimmy Seaton, Emily Lewis, Lindsay Laminack and in front 

Angelia Silva. Not pictured -.Ester Cruz. 

Opening 
Panda's Flowers and Gifts 

ar 
Retirement Party 

For 
Gene and Carolyn Foster 

Saturday, Dec. 9th - 9 a.m. 
Come In for Punch, Cookies, 

Visit, and Register For Door Prizes to 
be given away during the morning. 

Register For Christmas Basket to be 
given away December 22nd 

DECEMBER SPECIAL!!! 
• Dreamer Candles Sale 

Votives - $2.50 - 
10 Oz. $6.50 - 24 Oz. $12.50 

Poinsettias 
have arrived Big and Full in Pink 

White, Red and linglebell 
Panda's 

Flowers & Gifts 
III S. Kent — Gorman, Texas 

Phone 254-7342519 - 1-800-254-3557 
Hours: Monday thru Friday - 8 to 5 

Saturday - 8 - 12 Noon 
(except Holidays and Funerals) 

2s/terry 
Christmas 

Dublin Livestock Auction 
P 0. Box 158 • Dublin, TX 16446 • 254-445-1134 

December 29, 2006 •• 1:00 PM. 

Sunday, December 10,2006 will be a very special day at the Kokomo 
Baptist Church. The dedication of the new church building will be 
held along with the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the church. 
The program will begin at 10:00 A.M. There will be congregational 
singing, special music, a dedication service, a brief history of the church 
and special recognition of former pastors and their families, former 
members, volunteers who worked on the building and those who do-
nated time, labor, equipment and money, and the interim preachers 
who have filled the pulpit since we have been without a pastor. Dr. 
Jimmy Nelson, a Baptist Missionary who grew up in the Kokomo 
Church, will be the speaker for the worship service. Rev. Jim Andrews, 
a former pastor will also participate in the program. Lunch (catered by 
Dale and Kathy Collum and sponsored by the church) will be served in 
the fellowship hall following the worship service. Former members 
and visitors are invited to come and enjoy this special day with the 
members of the church. If you can't come for the service, there will be 
a time for visiting in the afternoon. 

Ed Rodgers was the speaker for the Sunday morning service on 
Sunday, December 3. The special music was by the church choir. Daisy 
Slaton was a visitor. 

Glynda Bond underwent a knee replacement last week in the 
Hendrick Medical Center in Abilene, and is home now and doing well. 
Those who have visited with Glynda and Joe were Bobby and Mary • Jane Little, Betty Little, Ed and Ruth Rodgers, Zelda Jordan, Glenda 
Black, Oren and Norma Webb and Helen Browning. 

Jacob Hall and friend, Cory of Cleburne visited on Saturday with 
Bobby and Mary Jane Little. 

Glenda Black of Abilene and Zelda Jordan visited with Nancy 
Hendricks. 

Those enjoying a family get-together in the home of Zelda Jordan 
during the weekend were Glenda Black and Wade, Sheri, Ryan, Kody 
and Emily Daniell of Abilene, Joe and Justin Miles of Austin, Cindy 
and Kayla Jordan of Lubbock, Brad and Meagan Miles of Waco and 
Jimmy and Maggie Nelson of Carbon. Sylvia Buchanan also visited 
with them on Saturday. Emily, who was four years old on November 
26th continued to celebrate her birthday when she was presented more 
birthday gifts. Since it was too cold to be outside very much, board 
games were enjoyed inside. 

Winter decided to pay us a visit with a cold front on Wednesday 
night and thunderstorms, sleet and snow on Thursday. Mother cold 
front came through during the weekend with very cold air on Sunday 
and early Monday morning. 

May God bless you all with His greatest blessings. 

Green Thumb, Inc Program 
For Senior Citizens 

The City of Gorman is looking to fill a position for the Green Thump 
Program in which a low income Senior Citizen is looking to work part-
time and still qualify to receive social security benefits. If this is what you.  
are looking for give us a call or come by and talk to Lori Dodd or Jessica 
Lam. 

This consists of State residents 55 years of age or older. The program 
promotes projects that enhance the environment. Seniors have the ability 
and desire to remain active in their communities. This program is admin-
istered by Green Thumb Inc., a national, not-for-profit organization. Un-
der this law, the income limitation has increased to $14258 and to $10,948 
for individuals living in someone else's home, an increase from previous 
$10,691 limit. Coupltblay 2n theirpwn can now earn up to $25,031,  up 
from ($24,444) and still participate in the program. The living for couplesj  
living in another person's home has also been raised to-118,775 from the 
previous $18,335. 

This program not only helps supplement the incomes of low income 
seniors, but is also gives them a chance to remain active and productive in 
society. 

Older workers are more substantial than before they are valued by 
Americans because they are described as more experienced, better judge-
ment, stronger commitment to quality and a lower turnover rate. 

Thus employers need to thank about the retention of older employees. 
Retaining older workers will save on recruitment and training of hiring a 
new employee. • 

Have any questions or comments give us a call or come by and see us. 

Ladies Monthly Social will be held on Monday, December 1 1 th at the 
Desdemona Community Center School Building. This will be a Christmas 
Covered Dish Luncheon. Bring the food of your choice. Make plans to 
arrive at 11:30 a.m. to enjoy visiting and have fellowship with our friends 
and neighbors. Everyone invited to attend. Please bring a gift (wrapped) 
with cost range $7.00 to $10.00. Linda Lindley is the hostess of this Christ-
mas Ladies Social. 

"Happy 11th Birthday" to our great grandson, Colin on Saturday, De-
cember 9th from Granny Coon and Granke of Desdemona. 

Desdemona Community Center hosted a "Country Arts and Crafts Fair" 
over the past weekend in the School Gym. Vendors came from Santo, Fort 
Worth, Granbury, Morgan Mill, Dublin, Gorman, De Leon, Stephenville 
and Desdemona. They brought lovely handmade gifts: Ceramics, Stained 
Glass, Wood Craft Designs, Furniture and Christmas Decorations of all 
kinds for everyone to view and purchase. The Cold and icy weather on 
Thursday started the Craft Show off to a slow start, but Friday and Saturday 
ended very good. Carol Sue (Hall) Willis of Desdemona had the most popular 
booth of all where she made "vintage photos" of children, etc. All of the 
vendors are invited to come back next year, same time and same place. 
Linda Lindley was chairman of the Craft Show (with several helpers) and 
Gail Clayton was chairman of the Concession Stand (with several helpers). 
Our thahks tO all ihe vendors and eVe'ryone 	th.itiliefped iii any way to 
prepare for this Craft ShorTflas a very enjoyable event. We appreciate 
all of the out of town visitors and our local ones too. Everyone enjoyed a 
visit from Santa. 

Desdemona Community Center is selling a very colorful tapesty "Throw" 
($49.95 each). On this throw are several pictures of "Boom Days"; Magno-
lia Ball Tanks (with Flying Red Horse on it), Old Tabernacle; All three 
School Buildings; Duke #1 Discovery Well. This throw will make a great 
Christmas Gift. To purchase one call Ima Brown at 254-758-2634. • 

Call Vonnie Guthery 254-758-2665 or Gay Moore at 2547758-2240 to 
purchase a Memorial Brick ($25.00 each). The "Wall of Memories" is lo-
cated in the entrance hall of the old school building. One wall is complete 
and another wall will be complete real soon. Get your order in: soon
possible. 

Jack Byrd of Eastland passed away. Burial was in Eastland County near 
Carbon. He attended school in Desdemona. Our sincere sympathy goes 
out to this family. 

Gail Clayton visited in Odessa a few days this past week with her brother. 

Sen. Hutchison Delivers Remarks 
At Texas Farm Bureau Convention 
Highlights importance of Farm Bill provisions, disaster 
relief 

WASHINGTON —. Senator Kay ral disasters. Sen. Hutchison today 
Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), Vice Chair- reiterated support for the fund and 
man of the Senate Republican Con- commented that the events of the 
ference, this week delivered remarks past year have brought the need for 
at the 73rd Annual Texas Farm Bu- such a program into sharp focus.  
reau Convention. She spoke on issues 
of concern to representatives of Texas' 	  
more than 225,000 farms and ranches, 
including extension of the 2002 Farm 
Bill and disaster relief. 

"The passage of a new farm bill 
that is good for Texas is one of my 
top priorities for the new congress," 
Sen. Hutchison said. "The 2002 Farm 
Bill successfully addressed the goal 
of producing a safe, abundant domes-
tic food supply, while also protecting 
the interests of our agriculture indus-
try. We must continue these policies 
as we craft new legislation." 

In March 2006, Sen. Hutchison led 
efforts to direct over $12 million in 
relief funding from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) to farm-
ers impacted by the single largest 
wildfire in Texas history. She is also 
a co-sponsor of the Emergency Farm 
Relief Act of 2006, which provides 
over $2.5 billion in relief for crop • 
losses in 2005 or 2006 and over $1.7 
billion for livestock losses due to wild-
fires. 

"Between drought, hurricanes, and 
wildfires, this has been a tough year 
for farmers and ranchers," Sen. 
Hutchison said. "Farms and ranches 
are a vital component of our state and 
national economy. When the farmers 
and ranchers suffer, we all suffer." 

Prior to the devastating Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, Sen. Hutchison ad- 
vocated for the establishment of a 
"rainy day fund," emergency funding 
set aside to aid in recovery from natu- 

KOKOMO NEWS 
BY ZELDA JORDAN 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
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• • 

Bobby Compton. 
Dorothy Roberts spent Sunday thru Friday in Fort Worth visiting with 

grand-daughter, Heather Caddell and children, Kelsey, Cameron and Cain. 
T-Shirts with a "Hogtown Boom" Photo on front are selling great. 

The T-Shirt is Black with photo in sepia tone. Contact Linda Lindley at 
254-758-2691 to order your shirt. Cost $15 to $16 each. Proceeds go to 
the Desdemona Community Center, same as the proceeds from the Me-
morial Bricks and Throw sales. 

Thought for today — "The difference between a Genius and Stupidity 
— is that a Genius has it's limits." 

Have a great week, Coon. 

Antiques From Our 
Fathers House 

103 N. Kent, Gorman, Texas, 76454 

Cordially invites you to our "Quitted" 
Christmas Open House? 

December 9th 
10 am 4 pm 

We are pleased to feature; Willow Tree 
Angels, "Quilt' Art by Jim Shore, 

Votivo & Tyler Candles... 
With many other wonderful gift items, 

as well as Antiques and Collectibles. 

Join us for some hot spiced cider and 
cookies, and let us wish you and your 

family a very Merry Christmas! 

Best Wishes, 
Virginia and Jerry Skaggs, and Linda Levens 

Winter Replacement Female Sale 
• Bred Cows • Pairs • Young Bulls • • • • • • 

We look forward to seeing you. 
No SALE December 2 2nd. 

• 



EARN MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS! 
Do you need a way to get out of debt or send the kids to college? 
Do you dream about how you can afford a bigger home or a nicer car? 

This is my idea of the perfect network marketing company! To provide something that everyone: 

• is already using 	 • NEEDS to use every month 

• has budgeted to use every month 	• wouldn't dream of ever being without and 

• is priced less than the top competitors...ELECTRICITY! 
No inventory to buy No product to sell No monthly quotas No inflated prices 

Simple plan with 3 streams of income including an excellent RESIDUAL INCOME!!! 

• Immediate income - you can earn $500.00 within your first 2-3 weeks 

• Leadership Bonus income - you can earn $50.00 or $250.00 on your team to UNLIMITED DEPTH! 

• Residual income — — you can earn income on 1000's of customers, every month, to UNLIMITED DEPTH! 
You get to save money on your own electric bill every month AND make money on hundreds of electric hills even 

month. Plus you can enjoy the tremendous tax advantages of owning your own thriving business! 
Many single mothers as well as married couples have made hundreds within their first 1-14 days! 
Please visit my website: www.thumperenergy.igniteincsbiz and click on Powerful Opportunity for a 10 minute multinic 

din presentation! 
You are welcome email me at jake@txol.net 	The road to prosperity is just one decision away! 

Lone Star Lanes 
New Year's Eve Sweeper 
Dec. 31, 2006 - 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Sweeper with Buffet Sunday Night 
New Year's Eve - Come On Come All 

$20.00 Person 
for Sweeper and Buffet 

Served from 1:30 to 10 p.m. 
Children Bowl and Buffet 

An Adult must accompany children 
4 and Under Free - 5 to 12 - $10.00 

13 to 18 - $20.00 
For More Info Call 254-968-0440 

BYOB 

Oka 

See Some Red 
Save Some Green 

Through January 2, 2006 

SAVE 

SAVE 	Sport PKG - Preferred Package - #24929 
SAVE  RED TAG EVENT SALES PRICE $18,895 + T.T.a 

a 	2006 Chevrolet Cobalt Coupe ak . 
41111tarts  

2006 Pontiac Gran Prix Sedan 

Cruise Control - #25905 
SAVE 

SAVE 

RED TAG EVENT SALES PRICE $11,693 + HaL. SAVE 

SAVE 	 2006 Chevrolet Equinox 	d----m--- 
SAVE 	 LS - #25528 
SAVE RED RED TAG EVENT SALES PRICE $11,648 + T.T.a 

.11E1, 	2006 Chevrolet Colorado 	SAVE 

_eir i 	4 Speed Auto Transmission - #25213 
	

SAVE 
a it 	

RED TAG EVENT SALES PRICE $13,999 + T.T.M. SAVE 

All Rebate and Incentives to Dealer. 

Picture and Vehicle may vary. All WAC. All prices +Tit L Chevy. Driving Texas. 

 

401.0 
0 A 

BATIK MOTOR CI 
1-800-843-5230 • 218 E. Grand • Comanche, Texas 

M-F 7:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 7:30 - 3:00 
Web Pages: www.bayermotor.com or www.bayermotorco.com 

V 
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Senior Citizens News 
Carol Ward 

It was nice to be back together on the 29 of November, after not meet-
ing the day before Thanksgiving. I also missed the week before due to 
surgery. It was good to visit with everyone again. We had 31 present 
with Barbara Bush calling us to order. James Miears gave the blessing. 

We arc having our Christmas Supper on December 7 at 5 p.m. Please 
come and bring a covered dish. We will also enjoy a Chinese Christmas, 
so bring a modest gift not over $5.00 or less. Hope to have a good crowd, 
should be fun. 

We had 3 birthdays recently, sang Happy Birthday to all. Hope Opal 
Burton, Jerry Underwood and Daisy Slaton enjoyed our off key singing. 

One reason I enjoyed the Desdemona Thanksgiving Supper was see-
ing and visiting with the people. I used to keep Betty Duke's grand-
daughter, Katie long ago. It was wonderful to see her and her sister, and 
how they had grown. Couldn't believe there were nearly as tall as I am. 
They are cute girls. It was a good time with 26 of our people from 
Gorman there. 

We were so happy to see Charlene Schahn back at our lunch. She is 
doing well and looks so good. Of course Bro. Barry was wit her being 
the good husband he is. 

It was good to see Billie Bennett, Mr. Johnson and Martha Rainey. 
Hadn't see them in awhile, Martha had felt band and didn't get to go 
with us to Desdemona. 

There is always 10 to 14 on Thursday at 5 p.m. to play games. We are 
glad several come over from Desdemona. I guess a lot of folks are like 
me, hard to get out of the house. They didn't last Thursday the 30th due 
to the extreme cold weather. As you remember it stayed 27 all day long. 
BRR. It was nice to have the moisture with the cold. I do hope it killed 
off some of the undesirables, just been hot too long. Although the other 
night some bug flew through by living room, couldn't believe it after the 
cold. 

A Thought For Our Week: You have not lived until you have done 
Something for someone who can never repay you. 

Unknown 

c 	Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

The holidays are a time of great joy, but they can also be times of 
great danger for our cats and dogs. Please allow me to share these tips 
for keeping animals safe this season. 

Keep tinsel, ribbons, and ornament hooks away from prying paws. 
Cats have been known to eat decorations. If you see string hanging 

from your animal's mouth, never pull it out-doing so can cut her intes-
tines. Call your vet immediately. 

Make sure guests and children know not to share Christmas treats 
with Fluffy or Fido. Chocolate can cause cardiac irregularities, seizures, 
and even death in dogs. 

Keep plants like holly, mistletoe, poinsettias, and lilies out of ani-
mals' reach-they can cause nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhea, 
and even death if eaten. 

Cover your tree stand with a decorative skirt to prevent animals from 
drinking pine needle- and preservative-filled water. 

Guests coming and going provide more opportunities for animals to 
slip oat. Make sure they are wearing collars and I.D. tags, just in case. 

Here's wishing you and your luny family members a happy and safe 
holiday season! 

17181 INTERNET 
$9.95 For 50 Hours 

to 
$23.50 Unlimited 
Call 254-734-2410 

DECEMBER 7, 2006 

Pig Tales From Hogtown 
This little piggy is glad to be back home after being out of state for a 

family emergency. A great big thank you to Delores Tucker for writing 
this column while I was gone and she will probably be called upon again 
as the illness in our family continues. 

Oink! We had a great response to our Christmas Store and we will 
have new things and new "goodies" next week. For those of you who 
have not tried the peanut brittle, we will have more. Those of you who 
know how good it is, better come early! The store will be open on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday once again this week from starting at 9:00 a.m. 
each day. 	 • 

We had lots of hungry folks come to the monthly breakfast this past 
Saturday. It was cold outside and there were lots of sales at the stores but 
many people came to eat with us before starting their days. Please mark 
your calendars for the first Saturday of each month and join us. 

The community computer is up and running. The building will be 
open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday for anyone who would like 
to compute! Yes, we are connected to the Internet. 

Thanks to everyone who have said prayers for Mother. We are very 
grateful. Please pray for others in our community who are fighting seri-
ous illnasses, also, and for our soldiers everywhere. 

Carol PeII 

-- Randy's Roundup -- 
A Weekly Newsletter from Congressman Randy Neugebauer 

December 4, 2006 
"UN"fortunate News 

This week began with the troubling news that John Bolton will no 
longer serve as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. Ambassador 
Bolton is extremely bright and possesses the qualities necessary for this 
position. He understands that the U.N. has become ineffective and plagued 
With corruption. Since he began in August of 2005, Ambassador Bolton 
pushed for substantive reforms, consistently defended American inter-
ests, and had a track record of success. 

Although he had earned the approyal of a majority of U.S. Senators, 
_obstructionist tactics were used to prevent him from serving beyond the 
end of this year. I hope that President Bush's replacement will continue 
down the path 'set by Ambassador Bolton by being a strong voice for the 
American people at the U.N. 

Tax Relief Heads This Week's Agenda 
The House will likely finish its 2006 legislative business this week 

and making sure important tax relief measures are enacted are at the top 
of the "to-do" list. These measures include extending the college tuition 
tax credit and the teacher tax deduction. In addition, we will likely vote 
to extend a tax relief item of particular interest to Texans: sales tax de-
ductibility. Enacted in 2005, sales tax deductibility gives Texas taxpay-
ers the option of deducting state and local sales taxes from their federal 
income tax returns. Taxpayers in states with a state income tax can de-
duct their state taxes from their federal returns. However, because Texas 
doesn't have a state income tax, in the past, Texans have been forced to 
pay more. The "Sales Tax Deductibility" option makes this situation fairer 
to Texans. 

Other important items that the House will take up this week include 
preventing a decrease in reimbursements to physicians who treat Medi-
care patients, authorizing increased exploration for oil and natural gas off 
our nation's coastlines, and ensuring that the federal government has the 
funds to operate through the beginning of 2007. 

--Randy 

Kokomo Bap- 
tist Church To 
Dedicate New 
Building And 
Celebrate 
100th 

Kokomo Baptist Church will 
dedicate their new church building 
and celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the church on Sunday, December 
10, 2006.The church was organized 
on June 9, 1906, but due to the 
church building burning on January 
1, 2006, the celebration had to be 
postponed until the new building 
was completed. 

The service will begin at 10:00 
A.M. 

TEXAS 	TIMES 

John Cornyn 
UNITED STATES SENATOR • TEXAS 

Controlling the Burn 
Wildfires are always a concern in rural Texas, but these days, fire threat-

ens life and property throughout our state. While weather-related fires are 
largely out of our control, there is much that individuals can do to protect 
themselves, their neighbors and the Texas landscape. 

We have just endured the most damaging and prolific wildfire season in 
Texas history, and more fire-related deaths have been reported this year than 
any other on record: between January 2005 and September 2006, 19 Texans 
died in a record 31,000 wildfires that burned upwards of 700 homes and 2.2 
million acres: 

Fires in these last 18 months have cost property owners some $628 million 
in damage. The burden of containment usually falls on local firefighters backed 
by state crews, but recently we've needed outside help. Last year, nearly 4,000 
firefighting personnel and 500 pieces of equipment from all 50 states were 
called on for assistance. 

Our situation is so dramatic that The Weather Channel sent a TV crew 
Texas last April to document the wildfire epidemic for its program, "Sto 
Stories: The Worst of Nature —The Best of Man." 

The TV crew arrived a month after a wildfire packing 50-foot flames 
claimed 11 lives and burned an estimated 850,000 acres in the Texas Pan-
handle. The blaze ignited when electrical lines snapped in wind gusts of 50-
60 mph. 

Our increasing state population is a central focus as the incidence of wild-.  
fires increases. New housing subdivisions are being developed right next to 
rural grasslands, and we're using larger areas of fire-prone vegetation, which 
further contributes to the problem. 

For example, residents of Cross Plains last year found themselves in the 
path of a massive wildfire. The source of the blaze is undetermined, but inves-
tigators did establish that it began on the "roadside." 

The Texas Forest Service (TFS) at Texas A&M University has identified 
more than 14,500 communities, in every area of the state, that are at risk for 
wildfire damage. In fact, 85 percent of wildfires occur less than two miles 
from a community. 

But the primary reason forthe increased incidence of wildfires is likely 
due to changing weather patterns; and Texas A&M researchers say we're well 
into a drought that could potentially last two to three decades. 

Several years ago, analyzing weather data from the last 100 years, the 
Forest Service identified a distinctive cycle of wet and dry periods, each last-
ing some 25-30 years. Three separate drought periods of this duration oc-
curred, with the last ending in the late 1970s. 

Then a relatively wet period followed. We entered the current drought 
period in 1996, and we can expect it to last at least 15 more years, the A&M 
research indicates. Even with rain, we can expect sustained increasesam the 
number and severity of wildfires over that period. 

' 	Public resources devoted to firefighting  have not kept up with the increas- 
ing threat. State and local authorities need more manpower and more equip-
ment. Forestry authorities will be seeking additional funding in the next state 
legislative session. 

"By making a moderate investment up front—instead of after Texas starts 
burning— to reduce the factors which cause wildfires, the lives and properties 
of Texans can be protected and saved from catastrophic loss," says James B. 
Hull, who doubles as State Forester and director of the TFS. 

Individuals play a major role. Remember "Only yeti can prevent forest 
fires"? It's not that different with wildfires in Texas. The Forest Service rec-
ommends: 

• Watch for burn bans in your county. Updated lists may be found at the 
Texas Wildfire Information page found at the website http://tfsnews.tamu.edu; 

• Don't throw cigarettes out of your car windows; 
• Avoid parking or driving where dry grass and weeds can come into 

contact with the hot pollution control equipment under your vehicle; 
• Before burning household trash, brush piles or other debris, establish 

firebreaks down to bare soil around the intended fire site, including burn bar-
rels; and 

• Keep fires small and extinguish them cold to the touch before leaving 
them unattended. 

Experts say that with care, and proper planning, some 90 percent of wild-
fires can be prevented. We should all do our parr to protect the beauty, the 
property and—most importantly—the lives of those in our great state. 

Sen. Cornyn is a member of the following Senate Committees: Armed 
Services. Judiciary, Budget, Small Business and Entrepreneurship, and Joint 
Economic. He is the chairman of the subcommittees on Immigration, Border 
Security and Citizenship and Emerging Threats and Capabilities. Cornyn sen 

previously as Texas Attorney General . Texas Supreme Court Justice and Bex 
County District Judge. 

For Sen. Comyn's previous Texas Times columns: www.cornynsenate.gov/ 
column 
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