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Jack Graham Seeks Re-Election Did You Lose A Gorman High
For Justice of Peace - I’ct 1

My name is Jack E. Graham and
I am excited to announce my can-
didacy for the office of Justice of
the Peace-Precinct 1, Eastland
County. I have served in his office
for the past 13 years. I would like
to ask for the continued support of
the voters, that I may serve for an-
other term.

I have always attempted to carry
out the responsibilities of this office
in a just, honest, and impartial man-
ner. I feel that my past history of
service in Eastland County reflects
my inner desire to continue to serve.
I served as a volunteer firefighter
in Eastland for 50 years. I served
as Eastland Fire Department Chief
for 20 years. I also served on the
State Firemen's and Fire Marshal’s
Association. I served as President
of the Eastland Bowling League,
and as a member for several years.
I retired from Victor Cornelius
Menu Company after 45 years of
employment. I was first elected
Justice of the Peace in 1992.

I am a life-long resident of East-
land County. My wife, Frances, is
also an Eastland County native. My
three daughters and their families
reside here. I have three grandchil-
dren, and 3 great-grandchildren,
whom I thoroughly enjoy!

I enjoy all of the challenges I
have taken on in this position! I
derive satisfaction from doing the
best job that I can for my constitu-
ents, as well as the people who pass
through this fine county!

Every component of the judicial

those funds.

Based on my experience, train-
ing, and temperament, I believe that
I am the most qualified candidate
for this office. I respectfully ask for
your vote! Thank you for taking
the time to read this article and for
voting!

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Jack Graham, 307 N.
Connellee, Eastland, Texas 76448

What A Blessing!!

Thank you to all of the individu-
als, business, and churches for the
donations for the fire victims in the
Carbon area. Through this time in
need God’s people have really out
done themselves.

~ Thank You,
Carbon Community
Baptist Church

system needs to stay current on
trends.and-changes in the laws that '
we are expected to enforce, and the
rules governing the administration
of justice in our courts. I may not
advertise, but I have strived to re-
main current through annual classes
and seminars, of which are required,
and I have glady done so each and
every year. I want everyone to
know that I accepted this position
as a full time job and I am at my
office 40 hours per week. I have
not ever and never will not spend
any time that is supposed to be for
the citizens doing anything other
than serving the people! I would
also like to remind everyone that the
JP 1 office handles a lot of money
and is responsible for taking care of

Huge
Gymnasium Sale

Due to all of the donations dur-
ing the Wild Fires. The Carbon
Community Baptist will be having
a two day gymnasium sale. Items
include clothes of all sizes, dishes,
TV’s, toys, furniture, and
much...much more. This sale will
be donations only. None of the items
will have pricing on them. Sale dates
are February 24th and 25th, 8 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Go to the Old Carbon
High School and drive around to the
back of building to the Gym. All
proceeds will go to the Fire Victims.

Gorman Chamber of Commerce “Heroes

and Survivors” Benefit and Awards
Dinner March 6, 2006 Update

The Gorman Chamber and its partners are continuing to pull together a
great event for this year’s awards program. Diamond D Ranch has do-
nated 500 pounds of brisket for the BBQ Brisket Dinner. Local merchants,
civic organizations and churches have become involved in the event with
donations of additional food, paper goods, and personal service.

George Simmons, event coordinator, says they are expecting close to
1000 people to attend. Those to be honored at the dinner are: All members
of our local Volunteer Fire Dept, all families that were affected by the fire
(not just home loss, but any loss), community volunteers that helped in
any form, and all 48 fire departments from around North and West Central
Texas that came and rendered assistance. “We are all very grateful for the
incredible response of these individuals, both professionally-trained and
those that came in acts of selflessness to help their neighbors. It is still
very real in our minds how much their support and efforts meant to our
families and friends. We want to honor these individuals and departments.
They are truly heroes.”

Entertainment that evening will be provided by Award-winning The
Messengers and the Howard Family, and other groups to be announced.
The music will begin at 5:30 pm in the Community Center and will con-
tinue until 8:30 pm.

The BBQ meal is also available for carry-out and delivery. You can
call George Simmons at 734-5948 before March 6th or that evening call
ZJs at 734-3043.

All meals are on a donation only basis. Proceeds will go to area fire
survivors and Gorman Volunteer Fire Dept.

Gorman ISD “Wall of Honor”

The Gorman Athletic Boosters are beginning a landscape project that will
beautify the north interior section of Brogdon Field. Part of this project in-
cludes the sale of *memory bricks™ to be laid around the entry of the football
field. Individual engraved pavers are 4” x 8” in size, and can include three
lines with twelve characters. The price of the individual paver is $25.00 each.
We will also be offering a business, family, organization, or “special event”
paver that will measure 8" x 8", and can include four lines with twelve charac-
ters. The price of the large paver is $50.00 each.

This project will also include the posting of all the student athletic records
in all the sporting events. This is to honor our ex-athletes and their accom-
plishments; and to “inspire” our current athletes.

We encourage everyone to buy a paver and let those memories be a perma-
nent part of the landscape at Brogdon Field. We believe this project will be a
great source of pride for our school, and for our community. Anyone who

wishes to purchase a memory brick; please contact, Bob Powell at 734-3322,

Becky Swanner at 734-2480, or any member of the Gorman Athletic Boosters.

School Yearhoek Due To The FII‘B"

If you lost an annual due to the fire, please call the school at 734-
2614. We have some books from the 80’s,90’s and current years, maybe
even a few before the 80's. We would like to give you the opportunity to
replace lost books. Just callthe school or come by to get these books. If
you lost them due to the fire there will be no charge. Books can also be
purchased if you want to fill in any missing years from your collection.

Second Graie Celehrates
100 Days I clmal

On Tuesday, January 31st, second grade celebrated the 100th day of
school by taking a field trip to the American State Bank and then to the
Dairy Queen. The students collected 100 pennies and cashed them in at
the bank for a one dollar bill. After cashing in their pennies they took
their dollar and used it to buy an ice cream cone.

The Second grade class would like to thank the American State Bank
of Gorman and Dairy Queen for helping to make our 100th day of school
such a fun and exciting day.

Availability of $82 M For Home Loans
No Down Payment Required

TEMPLE, TEXAS, February 10,2006 - Bryan Daniel, USDA Rural De-
velopment State Director, announced today that more than $82 million is
available to assist rural Texans become homeowners through the Agency’s
Guaranteed Rural Housing loan program.

“With mortgage interest rates continuing near their lowest levels in re-
cent history, now is the time to stop paying rent and purchase your own
home,” said Daniel. “Our Guaranteed Rural Housing loan program is the
best option for eligible low and moderate-income applicants to move into a
home without a down payment.”

In many cases most of the closing costs associated with purchasing the
house can be financed into the loan. Loans can be made to purchase new or
existing homes that meet Agency requirements. In addition to allowing a
Maximum Loan to Value ratio of 102%, another very attractive feature of
this loan program is that the borrower is not required to pay mortgage insur-
ance. Other zero down programs charge an up front mortgage insurance pre-
mium that i1s due at closing, with monthly mortgage thereafter. In compari-
son, the Guaranteed Rural Housing Program offers a significant savings to
borrowers by charging a one-time only, two percent (2%) guarantee fee that
is due at closing, and no monthly mortgage insurance. Typical savings for a
family can range between $20.00 and $50.00 per month. A loan comparison
calculator is available on our website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/tx/
loancomp.htm.

Without expensive mortgage insurance premiums, homebuyers can qualify
for a “better” home, which could mean the additional bathroom or bedroom
that they may desire. Also, homebuyers may include their two percent fee in
the loan. This will have a minimal impact on their payments yet maximize
any cash reserves they may have. They can put down $2,000 toward a home
loan or keep their $2,000 and pay roughly $12 more per month.

USDA Rural Development housing programs target communities with
populations of 10,000 or less and locations not closely associated with urban
areas. Under certain circumstances loans can be made in towns and cities
between 10,000 and 25,000 in population. Never assume an area is not eli-

Promontory Volunteer Fire Department lost their
Best Truck, plus expensive Medical Supplies in the
New Year’s Day Fire. If you care to donate, to help
them replace their loss, please send your contribu-
tions to F & M Bank, P. O. Box 230, De Leon, Tx
76444.

Specify that it is for Promontory Volunteer Fire De-
partment. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Drawing For (2) Two Afghans

There is a drawing for (2) Two Afgahans to be given away at the
Gorman Chamber of Commerce Banquet slated for March 6th at
Z)’s Steakhouse in Gorman. The afgahan can be viewed at City
Grocery, where you can purchase the tickets for $1.00 each or 6 for
$5.00. The tickets will be drawn during the banquet.

Standmg L- R: dee Scnem Chnslme Hammomree Barbara Momson
Carolyn Gilbert, Bernice Hewson, Vicky Brown, Edna Ann Powell, Eunice
Love, Billie Stewart, Ruth Porter, Wynogene Smith. Seated L-R:
Floydene Gilbert, Joy Rogers, Jerry Underwood, Lavelle Jobe and Velda
Baze. Not shown were Aline Garrett and Frankie Stacy.

The Gorman Church of Christ honored the single ladies of the con-
gregation with a fun filled Valentine party on Tuesday evening. The
ladies were called for at their homes and brought to the beautifully deco-
rated Fellowship Hall where they were escorted to the three course din-
ner by members of the Youth Group. There they were entertained with
comedy routines, musical numbers and monologues. A large group from
the church planned the event and were there to make the evening a suc-
cess.

Master of Ceremonies was George Simmons.

Sweetheart Singers were L-R: Linda Simmons, Larry Stogsdill,
Francis Simpson, Bill Oldham, Don Underwood and Gene Foster

Congregational Hosts: Back Row, L-R: Larry Stogsdill, Cecil Self, Chris-
tine Self, Marceil Underwood, Linda Simmons, George Simmons, Don
Underwood, Bill Oldham, Gene Foster, Ronnie Love. Front Row L-R:
Corey Clark, Cameron Clark, Tyler Johnson, Dolores Underwood, Monda
Oldham, Carolyn Foster, Barbara Love, Francis Simpson, Louise Smart,
N.D. Smart.

gible.

Private lenders, such as mortgage companies and commercial banks make
USDA Rural Development Guaranteed Loans. The loans have a 30-year term
and a competitive fixed interest rate. Unlike other zero down loan programs,
the Guaranteed Rural Housing Program does not have loan limits. The maxi-
mum loan is determined by the applicant's income and repayment ability.

USDA Rural Development serves rural Texans through 30 local offices
that are committed to responsive, reliable, and streamlined service. To find
the office that serves your area or to obtain a list of participating lenders,
please call USDA Rural Development Housing Programs at (254) 742-9770,
or visit our website at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tx/.

— PRAY FOR RAIN -
ITEMS OF INTE®REST

The Order of the Eastern Star holds its regular stated meet-
ings on the first Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

Gorman Oaklawn Cemetery Donations can be sent to Aline
Garrett, P. O. Box 711, Gorman, Tx 76454 or to American State
Bank.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS — Blood Pressure Checks by
Heritage Manor of Gorman. Every Wednesday at Senior Citi-
zens at 11:00 a.m. Other week at Gorman Hotel at 10:30 a.m.

MEETING — The Gorman Grow Meeting is set for the Second
Thursday of Each Month at 7:30.

LIBRARY — Charlie Garrett Memorial Library will be open Mon-
day thru Friday from 3to 5 p.m. Open Tuesday 9 to 12 a.m.

FO0D BANK

Boy Scouts

Meeting Week
New Hours - 10 - 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays — 6:00 p.m.
Second Thursday Methodist Church

SANDRA CAGLE WILL BE IN GORMAN AT THE CITY
OFFICE TO RENEW AUTO LICENSE PLATES. HER NEXT
VISIT - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15TH FROM 9 -11 A.M.
Oakland Cemetery Association is accepting donations for the
Care of the Cemetery. Donations can be sent to Oakland
Cemetery Association, 503 N. Fisher, Gorman, Tx 76454, or
American State Bank, Gorman, Texas 76454.

4-H - Meets Second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall - Amy Wood

- 734-2973.

VET Science 4-H Project - 4th Tuesday each Month. Technol-
ogy Center / Gorman Community Center. Contact Lee or Amy
Wood at 254-734-2973.

Gorman Masonic Lodge No. 716 A.F. & A.M. Regular stated
meetings are 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. Members
are urgedto attend. Visitors are always welcome. Mark Wilkerson,
Master — Pat Moseley, Secretary.




PAGE TWO

THE GORMAN PROGRESS

FEBRUARY 23, 2006

GLASSIFIEDS

Fence Building

20 Years Experience
References On Request
Phone 254-842-1 266

FOR SALE: Steel Barrels -
ver Rainey at 254-734-5131.

ASSISTANT 0
SHOP FOREMAN

Basic Mechanical Skills
a Must. Understanding 0f
Basic Electricity a Plus.

Call Den-
ENC

Immediate Openings
FULL TIME OMLY!!

Sewing Machine Operators
shipping/Receiving/Warenouse

Training Provided
Apply In Person

202 N. College St.
Eastland
EQOE

Entry Level Position. Room

to grow in position &
with company

Apply In Person Only

OLvZ-vEL-PSZ lIED
ssaiboyg ueuwog syl Iy ernuuo] 23S
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0S'eZs 01 Sdn0H 0S5 404 56°68

LINSHFLNI TOXL

202 N. College St.
Eastland
EOE

4-1.2¢

LOST: 1963 Hardin-Simmons College
Ring - $200.00 Reward - Contact Arlton
Smith at 254-734-2992. 2-2-23 P.

minoansey [
REAL ESTATE COMPARY

Nita Dansby - Broker / Owner
Commercial - Residential - Farm - Ranch
132 S. Texas - De Leon, Tx 76444
254-893-6441

—
frorPpym—

Paul Williams Roofing
Carbon, Texas
254-639-2330
30 years of Service in Gorman Area
Free Estimates
Extended Warranties

HELP WANTED: The First Baptist
Church of Gorman is seeking someome (o
work in the Church Nursery on Sunday'’s.

LOT at Promontory RV Resort - Proctor Lake!
Possible Seller Financing! $5,500. Access
to pool, lake, pavilion.

FORMER Nursing Home! Only $7 s/ Large
Lot. $89,000. OFFERS INVITEDII
WHAT Every Family Looks Forll 3-2-2
Brick on almost 2 Acres! Immaculate
Condition! $72,500.00

NINE Lots! £132,500 for All. Restricted To
Brick Homes.

3 ACRES +/-; Frontage on two (2) aity
streets. All Utilities; tall trees! Make Offer!

Please call or come by the office located

at: First Baptist Church - 218 W. Ross,
Gorman, Tx - 254-734-2420. FENC

We buy houses! Quick CASH closings!
Call Ron 432-580-4883. fnc
For Sale: Used washers, dryers, refrig-
erators, and freezers. 30 day warranty.
Call 254-893-4198 or 254-842-8167. fnc

Mobile Homes For Sale
Clearance
3 + 2 D/Wide
$25,900 Cash!
817-279-8505 — 817-559-5671
RBI 35823

BUYING

Junk Cars and Pickups
Jamie Mason
DeLeon Auto Supply
254/893-6776

FOR RENT: Building downtown
Gorman across from ZJ's Steakhouse o
Available Now!!! Central Heat and
Air, restroom and water-heater. Call
Joe at Gorman Progress - 254-734-
2410.

New Cedar Homes!

3 or 4 Bedrooms
Covered Porches, Metal Roof.
D/Wide Manufactured Home!

On Your Land Or Ours
1-4 Acre Tracts Available.
6% FHA, 360 Mos., $0 Down
817-279-8505 — 817-559-5671
RBI 35823

REAL ESTATE

BARBARA LOVE, Broker
317 E. Main St.
254-629-1725
EASTLAND, TX 76448

PRIVACY WITH ROOM TO
ROAM! Large BR 3 b.ilh brick home

on 6 ac, 1V m ~ombo,
CH}'A li 'mn. h, §
DAG C yua r& watcr well. Peace-

ful surroundings not far from town. HA9
COMFY, COZY, AFFORDABLE!
3 BR, 1 1/2 bath home on a large lot.
Living,dining, gas heat, window A/C,
kitchen with ashwood cabinets, patio,
SDG & 2 car carport. 04

HELP YOURSELF TO COM-
FORT! Enjoy life in this 3 BR, 2 bath
brick home. Livingroom with F/P,din-
ing, kitchen appliances, CH/A, cov-
ered patio, 2 car carport & storage
bldg. 07

TAKE A PEEK - THEN SETTLE
IN! 3 BR, 1 3/4 bath home with living,
dining, CH/A, screened porch & 2
sheds. Act fast - it won't last! 011
BARGAIN PRICED! 2 BR, | bath,
large uti e hchn DACP.
Great starter home. 02

' fgn 3 Repo Blaw: Outl
D/W’s and S/W's
3 & 4 Bdrms. Cash Discounts
or Financing Available.
Prices Slashed For Quick Sales!
817-279-8505 — 817-559-5671
RBI 38523

o dis

New 3 +2 D/Wide
with land - $650 per Mo.!
S0 Down, FHA, 360 Mos., 6.25%
817-279-8505 — 817-559-5671
RBI 38523
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Obituaries

Fort Worth — Audrey Olene Pond,
87, went home to be with the Lord on
Thursday, February 16, 2006.

Graveside service was at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday at Weaver Cemetery. Memo-
rials - In lieu of flowers, Mrs. Pond’s
family has asked to honor her memory
with contributions to your favorite
Alzheimer’s Association in an effort
to help find a cure for this debilitat-
ing disease.

Audrey Pond was born September
14, 1918 at Gibtown in Jack County
to Marian and Pearl Whitmire. She
graduated from Ackerly High School
in 1937. In 1949 Mrs. Pond gradu-
ated from Texas Wesleyan College
with a degree in home economics.
Following graduation she became a
member of the Texas Wesleyan fac-
ulty teaching home economics. She
was an elementary school teacher for
several years teaching in Gallup, New
Mexico, and Slaton and Woodrow
communities in the Texas panhandle.

On September 29, 1950, she mar-
ried the love of her life, Ocia Walter
Pond. ‘In the following years they
were blessed with two children, a son
and a daughter. The Ponds raised their
family in Lubbock, Texas where Mr.
Pond was a mechanical engineer and
Mrs. Pond served as a wife and
mother. Following retirement in
1972, the Ponds moved to Gorman,
Texas and settled on a pecan farm.
Mr. Pond preceded his wife in death,
passing on May 4, 1988. Mrs. Pond
remained in Gorman until 2000 when
she'moved to Fort Worth.

Mrs. Pond will always be remem-
bered for her fabulous cooking which
she so freely shared, her good heart,
her faith in God, and the love for her
family.

Survivors -- Son, Whit Patrick

fRuthie Fern Fisner Fishel

Ruthie Fern Fisher Fishel, age 77
of Irving, TX died Saturday, Febru-
ary 18, 2006 in her residence in Irv-
ing, Tx. Services were held Tuesday,
February 21,2006 at Nowlin Funeral
Home Chapel with Jackie
Auvenshine officiating. Music by
LaRessie Wilkerson and Vicki
Robinett. Interment was in De Leon
Cemetery,

She was born on September 30,
1928 in Beattie, TX (Comanche Co.)
to the late William Columbus Fisher
and Minnie Self Fisher. She married
Benny L. Auvenshine on April 21,
1947 in Comanche Co.; he preceded;
she later married Dale L. Fishel on
May 10, 1969 in Uvalde, TX.

She worked at Sears Home Im-
provement Department for 32 years.
She was a Baptist.

Survivors include: Husband of 37
years, Dale Fishel of Irving; sons
Dwain and wife Debbie Auvenshine
of Arlington and Lynn and wife Jen-
nifer Auvenshine of Bedford; daugh-
ter LaNette and husband Tracy Wil-
son of Irving; step-daughter Linda
Sue and husband Jim Young of Rich-
mond, VA; step-son Jimmy and wife
Jennifer Fishel of Orlando, FL .; know
as Nanaw to 5 grandchildren; 1 great-

Pond of Boston, Massachusetts;
daughter, Sherry Slater of Fort Worth;
sisters, Lily Walters and Gladys
Tennyson of San Angelo, Nelda

Arthur of Austin, and Doris Gates of
Bedford; brother, Glyn Whitmire of

Tulsa, OK.; granddaughter, Bethany
Slater of Temple; grandson, Brandon

Slater of Fort Worth; and a host of

nieces and nephews scattered
throughout the United States.

PH (254) 893-2075

Nursing Professional Needed
*Certified Nurse Aide
We offer an excellent salary and benefits are available. If you are a pérson
dedicated to providing quality care please apply in person or contact:

Administrator - Lynn Porter
De Leon Nursing and Rehabilitation, L.P.
Highway 6 East, De Leon, TX 76444

Fax (254) 893-5595

EOE

For other job opportunities please visit our website at www.davbreakventure con

Melvin Terry
McCormack &

EASTLAND 2
Melvin  Terryge®
McCormack, 79, of i
Eastland, passe
away Monday
morning, February RS
20, 2006, in a Fort@
Worth  hospital.™
Services were held p.m. Wednesday at
the Edwards Funeral Home Chapel with
Gary Montgomery officiating. Bunal
followed in the Oaklawn Cemetery in
Gorman, under the direction of Edwards
Funeral Home.

Mr. McCormack was born October
28, 1926 in Sulphur Springs, TX to
George Terry and Mary Maggie
(Barrett) McCormack. He moved to the
Gorman area prior to entering the U. S.
Army in December of 1944, After his
honorable discharge in December of
1946 he worked in a service station in
Gorman for a time, in the oil fields of
West Texas, a telephone company, a
pharmaceutical company and the Fort
Worth Independent School District,
where he was the head custodian at the
Mary Louise Phillips School. He mar-
ried Beatrice Earline Lowrance on Au-

grandchild; 7 step-grandchildren; 6
step-great-grandchildren; two broth-
ers, C.J. Fisher of Granbury and Ardis
Fisher of Abilene; four sisters, Irene
Roe of Austin, Mary Horton of
Temple, Odessa Miller of Electra and
Oleta Branum of Abilene.

Preceded by parents Will and
Minnie Fisher; four brothers, Paul,
Cecil, Floyd and Loyd Fisher; 2 sis-
ters, Alta Carter and Christine
Gressett and grandson Darby Lynn
Auvenshine.

Pallbearers were Sean
Auvenshine, Stewart Trenchard, Jus-
tin Wilson, Wesley Wilson, Maxey
Chittum, Ardis Foster, Bradley Fisher
and Dale Fisher.

Diana Jean Snider, age 60, passed
away Saturday, February 18, 2006 at
her home in Gorman.

Services will be at 2:00 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Higginbotham Funeral Home
Chapel with Denver Rainey officiating.
Burial will follow at the Oaklawn Cem-
etery.

Diana was born July 7, 1945 to
Jewel and Maggie (Hamilton) Snider.
She graduated from Carbon High
School. She had worked for Birdsong
for 33 years, just recently retiring.
Diana was a member of the Pentecos-
tal Church.

Surviviors include: father, Jewel E.
Snider of Gorman; two brothers, Ken-
neth Snider of Rose Bud, Arkansas and
Larry Snider of Gorman; two sisters,
Maudie Lee Husband and Peggy Sue
Ingram both of Cisco and several nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her mother, Maggie Estelle
Snider, a brother, Thomas Ray Snider
and two sisters, Alice Marie Smith and
Treva Jewel Green.

The family will receive friends on
Wednesday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at
the funeral home.

gust 1, 1958 in Fort Worth. He moved
to Gorman in 1966 and began working

for V/C Menus in Eastland, moving '

Eastland in 1967. He retired from Vi
tor Cornelius on August4, 1992. He was
Southern Baptist and enjoyed fishing,
gardening and especially cooking for his
family.

Survivors include his wife, Earline
McCormack of Eastland; a son and
daughter-in-law, Terry J. and Aline
McCormack of Moran; a daughter, Vicki
Lyn Brown of Killeen; a brother and sis-
ter-in-law, George Clinton and Jean
McCormack of Sundown; and four
grandchildren, Anne Marie Stevens of
Oklahoma City, OK, Lois Elizabeth
McCormack of Abilene, Jennifer Rene
Stevens of Killeen and Brittany Michelle
McCormack of Moran.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to Goodwill.

GORMAN MILLING COMPANY

— Drivers

To Deliver Bulk Feed To Area Farms and Ranches.
We Offer:

Fully Paid Health Insurance and

RX Card for you and your family at

No Cost To You.

401K Retirement with Company Match

i

HELP WANTED: EBBA Iron, Inc. is
now accepting applications for full-time
grinding shop personnel. Must be able to
work in a challenging and fast paced en-
vironment. Benefits include 401k, medt
cal, dental, vision and life insurance. Ap-
ply in person at the Eastland Plant Tues-
day and Thursday, 8:00 a.m. til 10:00 a.m.
Located on CR442. EOE 2-3-2C,

WANTED TO BUY: Good Used Ford
Pickup. Call 254-629-1826 2-2-23 P.

Peanut Processing facility is seeking
Material Handlers and Finished
Product Handlers. Drug Screening
will be required. Excellent benefit
package. Apply in person at office
located 4.5 miles west of Dublin on
Hwy. 6, Dublin, Tx; Monday thru Fri-
day, 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

221 €

893-6666 DE L EON TX
, de-

25().
IMRS er lot
with shade trees. 90

NEW: }\uu St Nlu. 3-1-] frame,
app. 1357°, 2 living areas, much re-

PFNDING.

back yarc %29.500.00. Offers Con-
sidered
NEW : Kent St. App. 2 A,, 3-2-2
bri@iln ] mww
ga g cam <, 'nice
ralircmun propu.rly, $69,500
m/l, 3-2 frame, a p

n-Contra
large oak and pecan trees. $20, 000
OFFERS ( ()\SIDLRLI).
NEW : m/l, 2-1 frame, app.
90 m,lil shop bldg.. numper-
nunn ‘:1 ﬁ w,tind
much more. $12,000.00.
13.958 acreas west of De Leon: 2 or
3 br. - 1 bath brick, 1375°, garage and
carport. Tifton 85 pasture, 2 wells,
big hayshed, older shop, 1/4 mile off
pavement. $112,500

NEW: 30A., near De Leon, 3-3-3 m/
h, 1120 sf, CHUA, Klein grass, cult.,
el A K - @ B EIAE b

& sheds, nice view. $96,000.

NEW : 40 A. West Gorman, rough,
wooded, secluded, great deer/turkey
humS ﬁnu D vation
chan Pl 1¢ ViEWws.
$2,250 per acre

NEW : 73A near Duster, good hunt-
ingeXnice bli po 30x
40)b3rn 0 rI_u al Dans.
fenced. $1,600 acre.

NEW: 97a S/W Gorman: Secluded,
good hunting, seasonal creek, oak/
mesquite, pond, fenced. Will divide
27a and 70a tracts. $1,850 acre.
3-11/2-2bnck,
central A/H, fireplace, 1444°, 24 x
30 shop on slab, 2 wells, 3 ponds,

into
100 A near Duster:

steel corrals, app. 36 A. coastal, some

cult., and native $249,500.00

NEW : 10281 A S/E Gorman: Na-
u\ wmr istal; pnnds ells,
ne nu es, | 1rd. ans,

deer & hogs, \\!IIdl\:dL $2,250 per

Aacre
We NEED Your Listings. The
market is Good. Call Us.
SELLING
GORMAN - DE LEON
AREAS OVER 50 YEARS

ITEMS OR SALE: Metal Carport
20'x20" - $800.00; Small Upright Piano -
$400.00; 3-piece bedroom suite - $200.00;
Entertainment Center 6°x6° - $150.00;
Table with 4 rolling chairs - $100.00; Ma-
roon-double recliner - $50.00; 2 Barstools
with metal frames - $40.00; Gun Cabinet
for 6 rifles - $25.00. Call Lon Lewis in
Desdemona - 254-758-2274 or 254-631-
5692, 2-2-23 P.

Your Electric Bill Too High!
Lowest Rates In Texas! Lock
In For Two (2) Years! Eula
Miears 254-734-4371.

FNC.

POLITICAL
CALENDAR

PROGRESS POLITICAL

ANNOUNCEMENT FEES:
U. S. Offices $75.00
District Offices $75.00
County Offices $50.00
Justice Prec. Offices $50.00
Constable $50.00

All political advertisements paid
for by friends and/or candidates must
bear at lease one signature and address.
All ads must be paid for in advance.
(Political advertising charged for at a
rate of $3.00 per column inch).

Any political advertising reflecting
adversely upon the character of a per-
son will be refused.

The Gorman Progress is authorized
to make the following political an-
nouncement, subject to the action of
the March Primary Election, March
7th.

Eastland County Judge:
Randall Logan - ( R )

Eastland County
Justice of Peace - Prec. 1:
Wesley N. Warren - (D)

Eastland County Clerk:
Carolyn Bolt - ( )
Cathy Jentho - (R)

FREE Uniforms
Paid Vacations and Holidays
Local Hauls
Home Every Night
We Pay Every Friday
You Must Have:
Good Driving Record
CDL - ClassAorB

APPLY AT:

GORMAN MILLING CO.
1-800-588-2252

114 N. Brisco — Gorman, Texas

Business Directory

General Contracting Services
HEAVY EQUIPMENT SERVICES - Comanche, Tx

Tanks Brush Control Dozer Service
Dams Fence Row Clearing Ditch Witch Service
Roads Land Clearing Backhoe/Maintainer

Oilfield Work * Fire Breaks * Building Pads
CUSTOM BUILT HOMES * METAL BUILDINGS

We haul field sand, gravel and caliche

Ray Bill Trooper
Cell 254-842-8431  Cell 325-998-6057 Cell 254-842-1216
325-356-2038 254-842-5565 325-356-3806

Next To Gorman Progress

INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Paper and Electronic Returns
Call Richard Watson

254-734-4042

23A Comanche County
Access. $299.500.

hunting. $225,000.

and cultivation, $473 850

ing lot. $150,000

rooms, large lot. $89,000

— Other Listings Available —

Hwy. 6 W -- De Leon, Texas
Agent: Ronnie Golden -
Agent: David Gilder - Agent: Wayne Parsons

3/ 3 two story,

gi[d’er Rea[’t’y www.glderrealty.com

-- 254-893-3404
Broker: Robert Gilder

3 375sf. Brick, Hunting, Proctor Lake

100A Comanche County S-stock tanks, pipe corrals, improved and native pasture,

100A 3.1.5 1,440 sf. Brick, 3-tanks, 2-water wells, corrals, hunting, $249,500.
235A 3/2 2 400sf brick, carport, 3-tanks, improved pasture, minerals, hunting, $589 000.
75A Eastland Co. with pivot irrg. System, 5-wells, tank, coastal. $150,000.

243 A Comanche Co., large reservoir, 14 irrig. wells, irrg. pit, hwy. frontage, coastal,

240A Comanche Co. with S-tanks, woods, hwy. frontage, rural water, hunting. $396,000
26A with 2/1 Frame, water well, stock tank , woods, coastal, hunting
Medical Clinic: 5,230 sf brick bldg, two covered carports, 280" x 282" paved park-

$79.500

Nursing Home: 12,900 sf brick bldg. with kitchen, therapy room lobby, 22 double

69A wooded rolling terrain, corrals 3tanks hunting. REDUCED $172 500.
Other house available from $18,000 to $105,000.

— We Appreciate All Listings —

SOMERVELL FLOORS 0f Stephenville

ﬁ “Making Your House A Home” ﬂ

Carpet » Wood Floors * Ceramic Tile * Floor & Walls
Laminates * Hand Painted Tiles
Come Uisit Our Showroom & Design Center

= S WITHXIIFEErTY B =

1076 Glen Rose Hwy. (Hwy. 67) - Stephenville, Tx

) 2
& Nathan's %,
BARBER SHOP v
ALL HAIRCUTS - $8.00
Tuesday - Friday — 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday — 8:00 a.m. to Noon

Other Hours By Appointment
Shop (254) 7344410 Cell (254) 734-5334

Our Memorial Display Is Now Located
Behind Higginbotham's Funeral Home.
We Guarantee You Can Buy The FIN-
EST QUALITY Memorial At The
LOWEST PRICE. All Work Guaran-
teed.

Riley Gardner Memorial Represented By
JONELL TORREZ — 254-734-2535

P —

SGEORG E THOMAS GREEN

2013

944 -

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
SINCE 1980
Let Us Build Your New Home or Room Addition
If You Can Dream It, We Can Build It!!

Fil

El

T. J. Clark Constructién Co., Inc~

(254) 734-2755
P. 0. Box 176 -- 111 E. Roberts St. -- Gorman, Texas 76454

General Building Contractors - All Work Guaranteed
Custom Homes - Remodeling - Commercial - Industrial - Farm
Financing - Free Estimates - Design, Engineering & Plan Services

-t



Leon Bosque RC&D Council Reps Attend
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Leadership Forum, Make Calls On Capitol Hill Allorney General Abbotl Gracks Down On Three Mor(n Marmg Corps Pfc. crys[a| L.
Texas Companies For Taking Advantage 0f Seniors

Ploys used to lure senior citizens across the
U.S. into giving their personal information

Mills County Judge Rob Lindsey of Goldthwaite, Dr. Joe McFarland
of Stephenville, Jane Crouch of Hamilton, and Gorman EDC Director
Lori Dodd represented Leon Bosque RC&D at a national meeting of
RC&Ds in Washington DC last week.

The Leon Bosque delegation, along with more than 200 RC&D coun-
cil members representing every state including Hawaii and Alaska, ex-
pressed extreme concern about proposed budget cuts for RC&Ds to the
five congressmen and two senators from this 13-county district. At the
same time, Congressmen Chet Edwards, John Carter, Michael Conaway

nd Randy Neugebauer were thanked personally for their support that re-
.torcd funding last year. The group met with staff members at the offices
of Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Comyn and Congressmen
Henry Bonilla, Mac Thornberry and Silvestre Reyes. '

Dr. McFarland, a former president of the Texas Association of RC&D
Councils and currently a Leon Bosque board member, told the legislators
about projects administered by RC&D councils including several Leon
Bosque projects: a grant program for Volunteer Fire Departments, a Com-
munity Improvement Grant project, a revolving loan fund for small busi-
nesses and a compost project that utilizes dairy waste for improvement of
athletic fields.

McFarland said, “Our request this year is for level funding for RC&Ds
in the amount of $56 million that will continue the effectiveness of the
councils by maintaining the coordinator position that is vital to our efforts
to support conservation and economic development in rural communities
across the US. Last year, RC&D councils leveraged the federal appropria-
tion 8 to 1 —that means jobs, businesses, cleaner lakes and streams, im-
proved conditions for wildlife and the support rural areas need to help
both local government and citizens.”

The National Association of RC&Ds compiled a list of last year’s num-
bers. They found:

more than 550 new businesses created with RC&D assistance;

3,704 businesses expanded by RC&D councils;

4,104 businesses financially assisted;

approximately 5,900 jobs created;

councils helped improve 1,861.191 acres of wildlife habitat, 550,750
acres of lakes and 9,835 miles of streams;

more than 8,950 workshops and training sessions held; and

RC&D projects assisted at least 5,341,375 economically or socially
disadvantaged people nationwide.

McFarland went on to say that, “Leon Bosque RC&D conducts com-

munity assessments such as the 2000 Gorman assessment that many resi-
dents will recall as the catalyst for several local initiatives. Dodd com-
‘mented that the Keep Gorman Beautiful highway clean-ups, the down-
town beautification projects and increase in school/community involve-
ment were among the suggestions at the Assessment listening sessions
and follow-up town hall meetings.

Judge Lindsey said, “RC&D is a great resource for rural counties —the
coordinator can give technical assistance and advice and the council ad-
ministers federal grant programs including grant searches that no other
governmental or non-governmental organization provides. Mills County
has taken advantage of most of the opportunities provided by Leon Bosque.
We wouldn’t have even known about these resources if RC&D hadn’t told
us.”

“In the Capitol offices, we provided a lot of information, statistics and
personal knowledge about the value of RC&D to the rural areas of Texas,”
said Lindsey. “As a county judge, I can tell you that the RC&D council is
a valuable resource available to us for help with issue or funding needs
that affect our rural counties. Both council and staff of Leon Bosque RC&D
understand our rural challenges, are willing to initiate projects and lead
the process as no other entity, government or otherwise, can or will do.”

Leon Bosque RC&D, made up of 13 central Texas counties, is led by a
council of volunteers from Bosque, Brown, Callahan, Comanche, East-
land, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Mills, Palo Pinto, Shackelford, Stephens
and Hood Counties. Headquartered in Glen Rose, the council is assisted
by Coordinator Lee Standley of the USDA Natural Resources Conserva-

. tion Service,

“RC&D councils exist in every state in the union,” according to Jane
Crouch who chairs the Leon Bosque Council. “Rob, Joe, Lori and I met in
DC with other board members from Texas who interacted with board mem-
bers there from across the US. We had been invited to come to the Leader-
ship Forum, a 2-day training session on budget and issue matters related
to rural problems, after which we visited with our home state congress-
men, their staff and senate offices.”

Leon Bosque RC&D'’s stated purpose is to help people care for and
protect natural resources in a way that improves the local economy, envi-
ronment and living standards.

Crouch talked about the Leon Bosque RC&D'’s newest federal grant
project: the revolving loan fund for emerging or expanding small busi-
nesses. “USDA Rural Development awarded Leon Bosque a $100.000
Rural Business Enterprise Grant. We wrote a proposal that provides for
the Small Business Development Center at Tarleton State University to
accept applications, screen and make recommendations that are then re-
viewed by a professional banking committee. After a USDA environmen-
tal evaluation and approval by the state Rural Development office, a busi-
ness may receive up to $20,000 in a low interest, long term loan agree-
ment. This new program will encourage business start-up, growth, job
creation and retention by making available funds to businesses that have
problems with costs of start-up as well as cash flow,” she said.

Lori Dodd, Vice Chairman of the Leon-Bosque Council, told the legis-
lators about the devastating grassfires she saw in Eastland County that
sparked the interest of the Leon Bosque Council. Dodd invited the whole
council to Carbon so they could see firsthand the damage to homes and
businesses. She expressed her pride in her council’s reaction to that visit
saying, “I was impressed that the RC&D came to Eastland County quickly
and immediately figured out a way to help Volunteer Fire Departments
with their damaged or nonexistent equipment. The council coordinator
designed a grant program, wrote letters and notified all our county judges
of the available funds in one week’s time. That’s the kind of problem-
solving the RC&D is doing in North Central Texas!”

“Leon Bosque RC&D administers programs and projects, supports ex-
isting activities and brings people together to learn about matters of im-
portance to rural areas and, perhaps as important, to learn from each other
how progress can happen,” Crouch said. Lindsey added that Texas RC&D
councils leverage approximately 28 times the federal investment. “Given
our track record, return on investment and the opportunities ahead of us, I
believe funding ought to be continued for RC&Ds. Hopefully, Congress
will agree and restore the funding,” he said.

The Leon Bosque RC&D’s address is P.O. Box 359, Glen Rose TX
76043 and phone number is 254/897-3747.

DALLAS - Texas Attorney
General Greg Abbott today sued
three North Texas companies for
bombarding seniors in Texas and
across the country with deceptive,
unsolicited mailers designed to
dupe them into sending the com-
panies their personal information.
The Attorney General’s lawsuits
allege the companies then use the
information to develop sales leads
for insurance, financial and other
companies.

Named in the three lawsuits are
American Senior Alliance Inc. and
owner George R. Katosic,
America’s Recommended Mailers
Inc. and owner Tina Hennessy, and
Lead Concepts Inc.-and owner
Christopher Weir. The lawsuits al-
lege the companies induce seniors
to fill out information cards under
the pretext of promising updates on
Social Security or Medicare laws
or new investment developments
regarding prepaid funeral plans,
annuities and living trusts.

“Tricking senior Texans into
turning over their personal infor-
mation is one of the lowest forms
of fraud,” Attomey General Abbott
said. “These companies are fool-
ing senior citizens into believing
they have to respond to these mail-
ings or risk losing their Medicare,
Social Security or other govern-
ment benefits. These businesses are
operating this nationwide decep-
tion from Texas, and Texas will be
the state to stop them. Seniors
should ignore these fraudulent
mailings.”

The Attorney General alleges
the three are violating the Texas
Deceptive Trade Practices Act by
not disclosing in their mailers
which companies or individuals are
using the returned personal infor-
mation. They also use deceptive
association names that give a false
impression of endorsement by le-
gitimate nonprofit or senior advo-
cacy groups. The companies also
do not indicate to seniors that their
personal information may be used
as leads for insurance agents,
telemarketers or others who may
later persuade them to buy insur-
ance or other products. :

The three companies operate in-
dependently and even compete for
business, but their misleading
methods to induce seniors to act are

1exas Wildlire
Disaster Recovery
Ald Exceeds 300,738

AUSTIN, Texas — As of close
of business Feb. 9, families and in-
dividuals who suffered damage
from the recent Texas Wildfires
have been approved to receive
more than $900,738 in assistance.

On Jan. 11, 2006, President
George W. Bush declared nine
counties stricken by wildfires as
major disaster areas in the State of
Texas. The presidential declaration
made individual assistance avail-
able to affected individuals and
businesses in the counties of
Callahan, Cooke, Eastland, Erath,
Hood, Montague, Palo Pinto,

Tarrant and Wise.

Recovery Services Summary as
of close of business Feb. 9, 2006:

* 371 individuals have regis-
tered for Individual Assistance.

* $900,738 has been approved
through the Individuals and House-
hold Program. Of that, FEMA has
provided $506,640 in Individual
Assistance and $394,098 in Other
Needs Assistance.

* 358 applicants visited two
mobile Disaster Recovery Centers
(DRCs) that operated throughout
the nine declared counties until
Feb. 3, 2006.

* 209 home inspections have
been requested. 204 have been
completed. Three inspectors are in
the field.

* Texas workers who lost their
jobs due to the recent wildfires may
be able to claim disaster unemploy-
ment benefits. To file a claim or to
talk with a representative, eligible
applicants should call the Texas
Workforce Commission Hotline at
1-800-939-6631, Monday through
Friday, 8 am. to 5 p.m.

* Individuals located in the nine
counties and who sustained losses
should register with FEMA by call-
ing 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or
TTY 1-800-462-7585 for the hear-
ing- and speech-impaired. Regis-
trations also can be made online at
www.fema.gov.

similar, according to the Attorney
General’s investigation. The decep-
tive pieces feature bold typeface and
use all-capital letters to convince
seniors to send their personal infor-
mation.

The mailers purport to help edu-
cate seniors about financial plan-
ning or new developments in health
care and the law. Announcements
such as “Medicare supplemental
coverage update” and “legislation
that standardizes entitlement provi-
sions for persons 65 and older™ are
deceptively crafted as attention-get-
ters, prompting seniors to quickly
reply with their personal informa-
tion.

Other mailers urge seniors to act
quickly to obtain “free hard facts
and straight answers” regarding pre-
scription drug benefits and how sev-
eral changes in laws affecting the
elderly can affect them or their
heirs. The mailers trumpet new con-
gressional legislation allowing se-
niors to avoid paying estate taxes
or taxes on investments or Social
Security. Others suggest ways to
exempt assets from government
collection in the event of an illness.

The Attorney General is request-
ing penalties of up to $20,000 per
violation, plus an added penalty of
up to $250.,000 for acts that harm
anyone 65 or older. In addition, the
lawsuit requests penalties of up to
$10,000 per violation of the Texas
Insurance Code, as well as attor-
neys’ fees and investigative costs.

Consumers who believe they
may have been defrauded by a de-
ceptive mail business may file a
complaint with the Attorney
General's Office by calling toll-free
(800) 252-8011 or accessing the
agency's Web site - at
www.oag state.tx.us

(FHTNC)--Marine Corps Pfc. Crystal L. Martinez, daughter of Lupe
Martinez and Lucio Moreno of De Leon, Texas, recently completed the
Marine Corps Enlisted Warehouse Basic Course.

During the course with Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools
Training Command, Camp Lejeune, N. C, students are provided with a
comprehensive theoretical and practical background in the performance
and administration of duties as a warehouse clerk. Studies include stor-
age and issue procedures, record keeping, inventory of materials, stor-
ing gear, and running warehouse machinery such as a forklift.

Martinez is a 2005 graduate of Del.eon High School of De Leon,
Texas and joined the Marine Corps in June 2005.

Gardening Time Again
We Have What You Need!

ONION PLANTS
SEED POTATOES

Pre-Emergent

Candy
Nuts - Snacks

Hirst Nut & Produce Co.

P. O. Box 255
Gorman, Tx 76454 — Phone 254-734-4059
Daryl and Cecilia Hirst - Owners

Summers -

Pre-need Special $2995 — Complete services of the funeral home,
graveside service and your choice of a Trindex casket

Cremation pre-need packages starting at $895

. 254-629-1726

Eastland County’s Family Owned Funeral Provider

Bakker Funeral Home

I BATR

" YOU'LL NEED
ADVICE,
NOT DIRECTIONS.

f 1dll ‘”1 d I

Where do you find someone you can trust to help keep your financial future on

the right path? Driving all over town to see brokers, investment planners and
insurance agents can be expensive and unproductive. Financial advisors at
American State Financial Management are Registered Representatives of
INVEST Financial Corporation, and are dedicated to guiding you toward a
successful financial future.

And they're a part of the American State team, so you know they're easy to find.

AmencanState

Manag

geimen C

734-2255 * www.asbonline.com
Customer Service Available: M-F 7 am - 7 pm; Sat 9 am -

S5 pm

9457 Go

INVEST Financial Corporation (INVEST), member NASD, SIPC, a Registered Broker Dealer,
and federally Registered Investment Advisor, is not affiliated with American State Bank or
American State Financial Management. Securities, advisory services and insurance products
offered through INVEST and affiliated insurance agencies are: « not FDIC insured ¢ not
deposits, obligations of, or guaranteed by any bank, and * are subject to investment
risk, including the possible loss of principal amount invested.
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Super Notes

By David K. Perry
dperry@gorman.esc14.net
734-3171

I apologize for missing press time last week, but due to an illness, |
was unable to submit the article. Now, in reflection, I am extremely
grateful to modern medicine and Dr. Dan and his staff. It is amazing
how much better two injections and four prescriptions will make you
feel. That’s important when you begin the week with our regularly sched-
uled school board meeting and end the week with a conference in Aus-
tn.

Our school board was extremely pleased to have five of our top U.I.L.
elementary readers perform for them. Yulissa Madera, Lacy Wilson,
Mykisha Hampton, Veridiana Maldonado, and Allie Little all did a won-
derful job. I thank their teachers and their parents for sharing them with
us.

After the readers performed, the board proceeded to address the regular
agenda items. All members were present with the exception of Melinda
Harrington who was ill. Visitors present in addition to the students men-
tioned above were Melissa Madera, Charlene Wilson, Imelda Maldonado,
and Shellie Little. All of the consent agenda was approved and reports
were received from Latricia Hampton (counselor), Coby Tyson (Ath-
letic Director), Mary Reeves (Elementary Principal), Rick Panter (Sec-
ondary Principal), and David Perry (Superintendent). The board then
approved a resolution to move $359,860.00 to a fund designated for new
construction and renovations. This was done at the direction of the school
auditor, Burl Lowery of Brownwood, who had stated at the regular meet-
ing in January that our financial condition was so good that he felt we
needed to move this amount out of general funds. The resolution was
approved 6-0. The board then approved, 6-0, the district’s basic Emer-
gency Operations Plan. The TASB policy update 77 was then read for
the first time and approved 6-0. The board then called for a school board
election to be held on May 13, 2006 to fill the expiring terms of Daryl
Hirst and Mark Simmons. The board then approved the 2006-2007 school
calendar 6-0 pending state approval of a late start date. The district will
hold a public meeting at noon on March 20th, 2006 in the high school
auditorium to receive public comments regarding the proposed early start
date.

The board then took formal action on items under personnel. First,
the board accepted the resignation of Nell Bailey effective May 26, 2006,
6-0. Second, they extended the contract of the principal for another year
by a vote of 6-0, and then they extended the contract of the athletic di-
rector for another year by a vote of 4-2 with Beth Underwood and Larry
Thompson voting against. Their last action prior to adjournment was to
extend the contract of the counselor for another year by a vote of 6-0.
The next regularly scheduled board meeting will be on March 13 at
7:00pm in the high school auditorium.

Girl’s softball and boy’s baseball got off to a good start last week.
The girls defeated DeLeon 17-8 and lost to Dublin 14-9. The boys
thumped Gordon'pretty good, winning 13-0. This week, our boys travel
to Coleman and our girls face Evant here. Both teams will be playing in
our tournament this week that begins on Thursday with the girls facing
Dublin again and last through Saturday. It looks like we will have a very
competitive baseball and softball season. I invite you to come out and
support these young athletes by cheering them on to victory. I know it’s
still cold outside, but you'd be there if it was football and these teams
deserve your support just as much!

There is a T-Shirt Fundraiser that the P.T.O. is doing at the Elemen-
tary campus. If you want to see what the T-Shirt looks like, it is on the
bulletin board in the hallway of the two-story building. The P.T.O. uses
funds that they earn to purchase needed items to enhance your student's
education. Please participate if you can.

Baseball Sign-Up sheets were sent home with elementary students
Monday. If you have a child that is interested, please complete the form
and turn it in. If you have any questions, please call the elementary
campus. _

Report Cards will be mailed Wednesday, February 22nd. If you have
any concerns about your child’s grades, please set up a conference with
their teacher. They will be glad you called and set up a meeting with
you. The Awards Assembly will be on Wednesday. The first assembly
will start at 2:15 (Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grades. The second assembly
will start at 2:45 (First, Second, and Third Grade.)

Last, but not least, is the long awaited, recently postponed, Student
Council Valentine's Dinner and Dance being held at the Gorman Opera
House Saturday night from 7:00pm until Midnight. The dance will be-
gin at 8:00pm with dinner at 7:00pm. All activities will be chaperoned
by teacher sponsors and is for Gorman students only. The cost is $6.00
per person and that includes a delicious lasagna dinner with breadsticks,
and the cover charge for the dance. There will be a $2.00 cover charge
per person for those not eating. We don’t have nearly enough activities
like this locally for our youth and I encourage you to encourage your
child to participate and enjoy themselves this weekend at the dinner and
dance.

[ always feel like I am forgetting something or someone each time |
submit this article for publication. If I missed any event that you would
like to have seen covered, please let me know. It takes community in-
volvement for a school to be successful and you are welcome to get
involved at Gorman ISD anytime. Remember, this is your school; these
are your children; and these children are your future! Come help us
shape the future.

David K. Perry
Superintendent
Gorman 1.S.D.

Big Country Area Plagued
By Suspected Arson Fires

Firefighters in the Eastland, Stephens, Comanche and Shackleford coun-
ties have not only been dealing with the worst winter fire season Texas has
seen, but they are also battling fires that are suspected arson starts.

“We're extremely concerned that we may have an arsonist working in the
Eastland County area,” said County Judge Brad Stephenson. “Not all have
been arson fires, but we've had more than 40,000 acres burned in Eastland
County alone since New Year’s Day. The population is scared. We’ve lost
more than 50 homes, countless other structures and at least $4 million lost
just in fences. That doesn’t take into consideration the loss of income and
revenue. It is a miracle that we haven’t lost a life.”

Investigators are looking into multiple fires that occurred between Feb.
12 and 17 that appear suspicious. The cluster of suspicious fires includes the
Olden, West Eastland, Cisco, Gunsight and the Rising Star fires on Feb. 12.
Investigators are looking into several fires that ignited on Feb. 16 in Co-
manche County, including the Clenendon and CR 285 fires, as well as four
small fires in along Hwy. 16.

Arson is a 2nd degree felony, punishable by up to $10,000 and two to 20
years in prison. That is enhanced to a 1st degree felony if an arson fire
injures or Kills someone.

“If anyone sees anything suspicious, please contact the local authorities
or the arson hotline, which is 1-800-364-3470," said Chief Law Enforce-
ment Officer Gary Bennett with Texas Forest Service. **We need folks to be
observant.”

A reward of up to $2,000 is offered for information leading to the arrest
and grand jury indictment of the person or persons responsible for these

Kokomo News

By Zelda Jordan

The weather was really cold over the weekend, but not much moisture
fell. Just enough to form a thin sheet of ice on the trees to make them
beautiful, but we are thankful for each drop of rain, mist or whatever
came.

The Sunday services at the Kokomo Baptist Church were cancelled
due to the cold weather.

Work has begun on the frame work of the Kokomo Baptist Church’s
new building. Thanks and appreciation is extended to all who have do-
nated to the building fund. It will all be used for the Glory of God.

James Hunter of Gorman will be the guest preacher for the services at
the Kokomo Baptist church on Sunday, February 26. The church is meet-
ing at the home of Bobby and Mary Jane Little. Visitors are always wel-
come.

Helen Browning spent several days in the hospital at Stephenville, but
returned home on Monday, and reports that she is doing well. We send get
well wishes to her. Donna, Gary, Leslie, Melanie and Garrett Gatlin and
Gary, Rebecca and Emily Browning of Graham visited with Helen and
Woodrow at the hospital on Thursday night.

Bob and Beverly Phariss of Haskell had lunch with Larry and Betty
Strube on Thursday. :

Those enjoying a delayed family Christmas get together in the home
of Zelda Jordan during the weekend were Glenda Black and Wade, Sheri,
Ryan, Kody and Emily Daniell of Abilene, Joe, Viki and Justin Miles of
Austin, Cindy and Kayla Jordan of Lubbock and Clinton Fawver of Welch.

All had a great time opening gifts, playing games and enjoying lots of
good food. Sylvia Buchanan and Jimmy and Maggie Nelson also visited
with them.

Zelda Jordan received word on Saturday, February 18, 2006 of the
death of an aunt, Mrs. Lillie Mae Brandon of Eden. Zelda and her daugh-
ter Glenda Black of Abilene attended the funeral in Eden on Tuesday.

Please continue to pray for rain.

By Vonnie Guthery

Desdemona Monthly Musical will be held on Saturday, February 25 at
the Community Center (school building). The concession stand will open
at 5:30 p.m. with good food, homemade pies and drinks. Come early to
enjoy supper and have fellowship with the group before the music pro-
gram begins at 6:00 p.m. All area musicians, singers and visitors are
invited to attend.

Cold and Icy weather kept everything at a slow pace the past weekend
in “Hogtown”. We are hoping Spring is just around the corner with some
much needed rain. Remember to pray for rain.

Robert and Ima Brown spent the past weekend in Amarillo with his
sister, Marge Johnson. Marge celebrated her 80th birthday with family
and friends. Marge graduated from Desdemona High School with the
Class of 1942.

Kaley Garcia spent the past weekend in Whitney visiting with her dad,
George and Crystal Garcia and son, Gavin.

Desdemona Firemen Benefit will be held on Saturday, March 25 at the
Desdemona Community Center School Gym. This benefit will be in con-
nection with the regular monthly musical. Stew and cornbread will be
served by donation only. Serving time begins at 5:00 p.m. followed by
country and western music at 6:00 p.m. Make plans to attend and show
your appreciation for our local firemen.

“Wall Of Memories”

Desdemona Community Center and Foundation will construct a
“Memory Wall” in the hall of the present school building. Individue‘l'
memory bricks will be sold for $25.00 each. These bricks are 4”x8'z
size which includes three lines with twelve spaces to each line to eng.
names, dates, etc. This project will be of great interest to remember those
ex-students, teachers and friends who have passed on. Also to honor oth-
ers and those who have worked endless hours to keep the Desdemona
Community Center active. We are excited about this “Memory Wall” and
we encourage everyone to buy a brick to let those memories continue for
years to come. To purchase a member brick contact Vonnie Guthery - P.
O. Box 187, Desdemona, TX 76445, or call 254-758-2665.

Inventory Can Be Viewed At: www.bayermotor.com or www.bayermotorco.com

USED VEHICLES

BAYER MOTOR CO.

714 E. Central - Comanche

All Vehicles Come With A Limited Warranty

Certified

USED VEHICLES
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‘06 Chevy Tahoe

‘06 Cadillac CTS

‘05 Buick Rendezvous

‘05 Buick Century

‘05 Buick Le Sabre

‘05 Cadillac Sedan Deville
‘05 Cadillac Sedan Deville
‘05 Chevy Cavalier

‘05 Chevy Malibu

‘05 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab
‘05 GMC 1500 Reg. Cab
‘05 GMC Canyon Crew Cab
‘05 Pontiac Aztek

‘05 Pontiac Grand Am

‘05 Pontiac Grand Prix

‘04 Chevy 1500 X-Cab

‘04 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab
‘04 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab
‘04 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab
‘04 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab
‘04 Chevy Tahoe Z-71

‘04 Chevy Trailblazer

‘04 Ford Escape

‘04 Ford F150 Reg. Cab
‘04 Ford F150 Crew Cab

LS, cloth, 12K, Warranty
Leather, Sedan, only 8K, Warranty
V6, cloth, 23K, Warranty

V6, auto, 27K, Warranty
Cloth, V6, 19K, Warranty
Leather, V8, 18K, Warranty
V8, Leather, 24K, Warranty
Auto, 4-cyl., 4K, Warranty
Classic, cloth, 23K, Warranty
LS, V8, 31K, Warranty

V8, auto, 15K, Warranty
Crew Cab, only 7K, Warranty
Auto, cloth, 15K, Warranty
Auto, V6, 17K, Warranty
Cloth, auto, 16K, Warranty

Z-71, 4X4, 52K, Warranty

LT, cloth, 23K, Warranty

LS, 4X4, 46K, Warranty
Duramax, 4X4, 24K, Warranty
5 Spd., V8, 2K, Warranty
4X4, leather, 34K, Warranty
LS, cloth, 38K, Warranty

XLT, V6, 18K, Warranty

STX, Auto, V6, 9K, Warranty
XLT, 4X4, 17K, Warranty

$28,500
$31,500
$17,950
$13,950
$16,900
$29,500
$28,500
$12,995
$12,750
$20,500
$17,500
$20,900
$15,900
$13,500
$16,500

2004

$19,000
$22,250
$23,995
$32,500
$20,900
$28,900
$17,500
$16,900
$14,900
$26,500

‘04 Olds Alero
‘04 Pontiac Vibe

4 Dr., auto, 26K, Warranty
Auto, 4-Cyl., 21K, Warranty

$11,500
$14,250
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‘03 Chevy Avalanche

‘03 Chevy Monte Carlo
‘03 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab
‘03 Chevy 2500 Reg. Cab
‘03 Chevy 3500 X-Cab
‘03 Chevy Trailblazer

‘03 Chevy Suburban

‘03 Dodge Stratus

‘03 Ford Mustang

‘03 Volvo V70

‘02 Chevy Malibu

‘02 Chevy 1500 X-Cab

‘02 Chevy Trailblazer

‘02 Ford F250 X-Cab

‘02 Dodge 1500 Crew Cab
‘02 Jeep Liberty Limited
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‘01 Buick Le Sabre

‘01 Chevy Tracker

‘01 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab
‘01 Ford F150 Super Crew
‘01 GMC Sonoma X-Cab

‘01 Jeep Wrangler Sport
‘01 Mercury Grand Marquis

* 1999

‘00 Buick Le Sabre

‘00 Ford Explorer

‘99 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab
‘99 Ford Conversion Van
‘99 Lexus G5 300

‘98 Chevy 1500 X-Cab

‘98 Ford Ranger X-Cab
‘97 Chevy 1500 X-Cab

‘95 Nissan X-Cab

Cloth, V10, 79K,

Cloth, V8, 18K, Warranty

V6, cloth, 38K, Warranty
Sportside, V8, 51K, Warranty
4X4, 5 Sp., 56K, Warranty
Duramax, dually, 117K

LS, cloth, 39K, Warranty

LS, cloth, 48K, Warranty

2-Dr., 4-Cyl., 43K, Warranty

V6, auto, 21K, Warranty
Leather, sunroof, 26K, Warranty

Auto, V6, 41K, Warranty
Cloth, LS, 61K, Warranty

LS, cloth, 45K, Warranty
Diesel, 4X4, 101K, Warranty
V8, auto, 48K, Warranty
Limited, 6-Cyl., 45K, Warranty

2001 - 2001 - 2001

Cloth, V6, 36K, Warranty
4X4, auto, 61K, Warranty
4X4, leather, 149K, Warranty
XLT, 4X4, 101K, Warranty
Auto, V6, 81K, Warranty
4X4, 6-Cyl., 58K, Warranty
Leather, V8, 61K, Warranty

1998 - 1997 - 1995

Cloth, V6, 59K, Warranty
XLT, V6, 71K, Warranty
Leather, 4X4, 120K, Warranty
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$20,500
$13,500
$14,900
$15,900
$18,900
$16,250
$19,900
$ 9,995
$13,500
$23,500

2002

$ 8,995
$14,750
$14,900
$22,500
$14,900
$12,995

$11,500
$ 8,250
$12,995
$14,500
$ 8,995
$14,995
$11,500

Leather, sunroof, 71K, Warranty
V8, auto, 91K, Warranty

V6, Auto, 90K, Warranty

Z-71, 4X4, 90K, Warranty

4X4, 5 Spd., 105K, Warranty

325-356-2530 or 1-800-968-1877
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