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Census drops in Motley 
County to all-time low 

Stipulated settlement route moves 
transmission lines out of county 

Burn Ban extended 

Boondockers host Sixth 
Annual Matador Grand Prix 

By Carol Campbell 
Motley County Tribune 

The Motley County Com-
missioner's Court met March 
14, 2011, in regular session, 
covering an 18-item agenda 
including approval of a reso-
lution for the jail project; 
an update on transmission 
lines in Motley County; and 
approval of the Emergency 
Management Coordinator 
position. 

The court met with a' quo-
rum, consisting of Com-
missioners Donnie Turner, 
Franklin Jameson, and Rus-
sell Alexander with County 
Judge Jim Meador presiding. 
Commissioner Roy Gene Ste-
phens was absent. 

Also in attendance were 
District and County Clerk _ 
Kate Hurt, County Attorney 
Tom Edwards, Sheriff Chris 
Spence and Deputy Sheriff 
Chad Ware. 

In the first order of business, 
Carol Campbell, Chair, of the 
Friends of the Historic Motley 
County Jail, read a resolution 
asking the court for support of 
a video documentary project 
grant to be submitted to Texas 
Historical Commission, Texas 
Heritage Tourism Partnership 
Grant. The court voted unani-
mously to approve the resolu-
tion for submitting the grant. 
The video documentary will 
be used as an education tool 
for visitors to the historic 1891 
Motley County Jail. 

'Judge Meador announced 
he received the final U.S. 
Census Bureau figures from 
the South Plains Association 
of Governments for Motley 
County. The county popula-
tion stands at 1,210, down 
from 1,426 in year 2000, a 
loss of 216 individuals. "We 
are definitely dropping in 
population," Judge Meador 
said. "Matador is down to 607 
from 740 (Year 2000); and 
Roaring Springs lost 31 indi-
viduals, from 265 (Year 2000) 
to 234 in 2010." 

In other business, County 
Attorney Tom Edwards re-
ported that he traveled to 
Austin to provide comment to 
the Public Utility Commission 
in behalf of Motley County on 
February 24, 2011, on trans-
mission lines. Edwards urged 
PUC to approve the "pre-
ferred" route, endorsed by the  

PUC staff, running east and 
paralleling the existing SPS 
line from Roaring Springs 
into Cottle County. This route 
would have placed approxi-
mately 26 miles of transmis-
sion lines in Motley County, at 
an estimated cost of $1.7 mil-
lion per mile, in addition to 
the Sharyland route with ap-
proximately 9.5 miles of lines. 

"There was a "stipulated 
settlement" route filed with 
an Administrative Law Judge 
to move the line entirely 
out of Motley County to the 
South," he said. On March 3, 
and against all logic, Edwards 
said, the stipulated route was 
approved by PUC, upon the 
recommendation of an Ad-
ministrative Law Judge as 
stipulated to by all interven-
ing landowners. In addition, 
some non-involved landown-
ers agreed to the line across 
their property." Edwards said. 

"This maneuver was led by 
Tongue River Ranch located 
in Motley, Cottle, and Dick-
ens counties, and its opera-
tives," Edwards said, adding," 
that it was agreed to by all 
intervening landowners and 
others convinced the Admin-
istrative Law Judge. and PUC 
into adopting the settlement 
route. "That stacked the deck 
against Motley County," Ed-
wards said. 

"This is a longer route cost-
ing the rate payers $33 mil-
lion more than the "preferred" 
route," Edwards said. "The 
PUC simply did not follow 
its own established criteria 
for route selection. The "pre-
ferred" route was the poster 
child for compliance with PUC 
criteria for route selection. 

Edwards handed out a copy 
of a memorandum to Ste-
phen Journeay, Director, of 
the Commission Advising and 
Docket Management, regard-
ing the PUC docket Number 
38562. While Tongue River 
spearheaded the effort for 
the stipulated route, other lo-
cal individuals and ranches 
"signed on" including Mata-
dor Ranch, JBR Hamilton of 
Texas, Adrienne Hamilton, 
Billy B. Hand, Bob Stafford, 
and Three Rivers Foundation 
for the Arts and Sciences. 

The Settlement Agree-
ment can be viewed on the 
PUC website, Docket Num-
ber 38562 as an attachment  

to Item Number 335, (ETT's 
Comments), Edwards said. 
The court complimented Tom 
Edwards for his "professional 
presentation" which can still 
be viewed on the PUC website. 

In other business, the com-
missioners unanimously ap-
proved the recommendation 
by Judge Meador to appoint 
Lee Jones as the Emergency 
Management Coordinator 
for Motley County. Judge 
Meador said he has also asked 
the City of Matador and the 
City of Roaring Springs to 
contribute to the yearly sti-
pend for this position. 

Also, the court voted unani-
mously to extend the Burn 
Ban for 90 days. Violation 
of the Burn Ban is a Class C 
Misdemeanor with a fine up 
$500.00. 

After a lengthy discussion 
on the purchase of a vehicle 
for the Sheriffs Department, 
the court voted 3- for and 1 
against a purchase of a police-
equipped 2009 Dodge Char-
ger, with Donnie Turner cast-
ing the dissenting vote. The 
court also voted unanimously 
to trade-in the old Chevy Im-
pala police cruiser, rather 
than selling it to a salvage 
company. 

Sheriff Chris Spence said 
the new purchase would 
save on "insurance, fuel, and 
equipment." The cost of the 
vehicle is $19,462 with equip-
ment, with a 36,000-mile, 
three year warranty. "We have 
$21,000 in the Sheriffs bud-
get for car funds," Spence said. 
"We would like to offer Road 
and Bridge the 2004 Chev-
rolet, 4-wheel drive pickup," 
Spence said. Commissioner 
Franklin Jameson agreed to 
buy the pickup for $4,500.00. 
The court voted unanimously 
to approve this purchase. 

Judge Meador asked the 
precincts to provide time 
sheets for the "Matador West 
Fire" to help meet the require-
ments of a Fire Management 
Assistance grant. This grant, 
in partnership with the US-
DA-FSA office, will help the 
county qualify for the grant. 
The court was very compli-
mentary of the efforts of fire-
fighters and the outstanding 
job of "orchestrating" the fire 
response by the Emergency 
Management Coordinator, 
Lee Jones. 

The West Texas Boondock-
ers will host the Sixth Annual 
Matador Grand Prix Saturday 
and Sunday, March 19-2o, 
2011. 

Two new activities have 
been added for 2011. There 
will be a Saturday afternoon 
race followed by a spaghetti 
supper Saturday night at the 
Senior Citizens building. The 
spaghetti supper is a com-
bined fundraiser for Motley 
County Senior Citizens and 
Hackberry Friends. Everyone 
is invited. 

More than 400 racers, 
along with their families and 
support crews are expected 
to begin arriving in Matador 
Saturday afternoon. Racers 
will begin sign-in Sunday at 
7:30 a.m. A full day of racing 
is planned on Sunday with the 

AMARILLO, Texas— At its 
January board meeting, the 
directors for Panhandle-Plains 
Land Bank approved the 2011 

cash patronage of $3.2 million. 
Based on interest paid during 
2010; the amount is approved 
by the board following an end-
of-year financial review of the 
association. 

Exceeding the 2010 patron-
age by more than $1 million; 
the cash payment reflects a re-
turn to levels paid by the asso-
ciation in 2006-2008. Owned 
by its member-borrowers, Pan-
handle-Plains Land Bank an-
nually returns a portion of the 
interest paid by borrowers. 

"The association has weath-
ered some tough times in the 
past two years" said Chairman 
Rusty Henson, "this level of 
patronage reflects our coming 
through the storm, not merely 
surviving, but prospering." 
Chairman Henson explained  

first race starting at 9:3o a.m. 
and the last race is starting 
at 4:3o p.m. There will be six 
classes of races. This is a fam-
ily event with race classes for 
men, women, and children. 

Along with the excitement 
of the races various organiza-
tions and businesses will have 
food concessions. Toni Gon-
zales will be selling breakfast 
burritos and other goodies on 
the north side of New to You. 
This year the Motley County 
Senior Citizens are serving 
smoked brisket sandwiches, 
rodeo wraps, and various 
sweets in the Senior Citizens 
building. The briskets are 
slow cooking over mesquite 
wood. The Catholic Church 
will be selling Frito pies and 
nachos and other goodies on 
the north side of New to You. 

that the on-going patronage 
reflects excellent performance 
by borrowers, and financial 
strength of the association. 
"We will end 2010 with a net 
growth of 3.5% in our core re- 
tail business. 	Participation 
volume is down somewhat re-
fleeting continued issues in the 
national economy; however, 
we are confident that problem 
loans have been identified and 
appropriate reserves set. Long-
term financial strength takes 
priority in all decisions we 
make" explained Henson. 

CEO Gregg Lloyd echoed the 
Chairman's positive comments. 
"We like to put the 2o% return 
into real numbers for our cus-
tomers. Say a customer with a 
loan balance of $100,000 and a 
fixed rate of 6% paid $6000 in-
terest for 2010. Their cash pa-
tronage will be $1200, paid in 
full, with a check. No reserves 
for the association, no retained  

Hackberry Care Center will be 
selling mesquite grilled ham-
burgers for the sixth year on 
the north side of the court-
house square. 

The gift shop at the historic 
Matador Ranch will be open 
for business between the hours 
of moo a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Please go by and see the lodge 
and gift store. The Ranch is 
located on the south side of 
Matador on State highway 70. 

Everyone is encouraged is 
come watch the races. Bring 
your lawn chairs and sit on 
the courthouse lawn and en-
joy the races, great food and 
the day. If you would like to 
order food to go, call Dianne 
at 269-1388 to turn in your 
food order. If you would like 
to help with the race contact 
Shane Jones at 347-2820. 

earnings to be paid later, it's 
100% cash in hand." Lloyd is 
confident that the panhandle 
and south plains agriculture 
economy is positioned for an-
other good year. "Good pro-
duction, excellent commodity 
prices, and low interest rates 
make agriculture land a good 
investment," he said. "Across 
the association's territory, we 
find a seller's market with vir-
tually all areas experiencing in-
creasing values." 

Payments will be made at the 
association's annual stockhold-
er's meetings in April. More 
information will be provided 
to stockholders in the near fu-
ture. Panhandle-Plains Land 
Bank provides long-term credit 
to farmers, ranchers, and agri-
business in 17 counties of the 
Panhandle and South Plains. 
Offices are located in Amarillo, 
Pampa, Perryton, and Plain-
view. 

Churches to Sponsor Firefighter 
Appreciation Night 

On Saturday, April 9, 2011, at the Motley County High School Cafeteria, an All-
Churches Appreciation supper will honor Motley County Firefighters. The meal will be 
served from 4:oo — 8:oo p.m. At 6:00 p.m. a short appreciation speech will be made in the 
school gymnasium. Donations will be accepted. 

The churches will be furnishing the meat, consisting of turkey, hams, and briskets. The 
congregations will be furnishing all the trimmings. This effort is being chaired by the Rev. 
Bill Manney, First United Methodist Church, Matador. For more information, please call 
Bro. Manney at 347-2727 or 347-2335. 

Grab It and Bag It: 
Volunteers Needed for April 2 Don't 

Mess with Texas Trash-Off 
Deadline to register is March 25 

AUSTIN, Texas - Fed up approximately 1.1 billion piec- unteers can sign up on-
with roadside litter and fired es on litter on Texas highways. line at www.ktb.org or call 
up to do something about it, 	The number of people and 1-Boo-CLEAN-TX. The regis- 
thousands of volunteers will the amount of traffic continue tration deadline is March 25. 
fan out across Texas on April to rise in Texas so more vol- 
2 to participate in the state's unteers are needed to help 	2011 Trash-Off Goals: 
largest one-day cleanup. 	pick up litter and debris. Help 	Quick Facts 

The Don't Mess with Texas showcase Texas roadsides and 	Texans are encouraged to 
Trash-Off is Texas' largest take part in this event. 	exceed last year's Trash-Off 
one-day cleanup event that 	"Trash-Off continues to numbers. 
occurs annually. It is a part- grow each year, and we 	• 2010 volunteers: 74,100 

nership between Keep Texas couldn't be more excited 	Pounds of trash col- 
Beautiful and the Texas De- about this year's program," lected in 2010: 8 million 
partment of Transportation. 	said Cathie Gail, Executive 	• 	Number of miles 

"There is still plenty of time Director of Keep Texas Beau- cleaned in 2010: 6,219 

to register and top the more tiful. "In addition to beautify- 	This year, Don't Mess with 
than 74,00o volunteers we ing our great state, Trash-Off Texas celebrates its 25th an-
had last year," said TxDOT helps educate and change niversary. Volunteers are 
Travel Information Division the attitudes and behavior of encouraged to share their fa-
Director Doris Howdeshell. would-be litterers. The im- vorite Texas images from the 
''One of the best ways to show pact of the events has a lasting Trash-Off or from any time of 
your Texas pride is to partici- effect on everyone involved the year at http://dontmess- 
pate." 	 and the state." 	 withtexas.org/programs/ 

Research shows there are 	Interested Trash-Off vol- photo-album/. 

Land Bank Patronage Reflects 
Strong Ag Economy 



Engagement Announcement 

HP 
ili 

Brook Decker and Donny Burson announce their 

approaching marriage for June, 2011. Brook and Donny 

were engaged in May, 2010. 
Brook is a graduate of Motley County High 

School, and a graduate of Texas Tech University with a 

bachelor's degree in Restaurant, Hotel, and Institutional 

Management. She lives in Plainview, Texas. Her parents 

are Jan Decker and Andy and Kandy Decker, all of 

Plainview; her sister, M'Kinna, lives in Plainview; 
and her brother, Tyler Decker lives in Amarillo. Her 

grandparents are Glen and Jenelle Burns of Brownfield, 

Texas. 

Donny Burson, Silverton, Texas, graduated from 

Silverton High School and West Texas ABM University 

with a bachelor's degree in Animal Science. His parents 

are Torn Burson and the late Deb Burson of Silverton. 

His grandparents are Mary Torn Burson, Silverton, and 

Elizabeth Barker of San Saba, Texas. 

Roaring Springs Community Volunteers 

Invite You 

Firefighters Appreciation Supper 
for everyone who volunteered 

to help contain the fires 

March 22, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Community Center 
Kevin Rainwater and Mike Porter 

will provide entertainment 
We will be preparing seven briskets and all the trimmings 

Anyone who didn't help put out the fires but would like to 

come out to express their thanks, make a donation, provide 

desserts or help with the serving will be welcome. 

Thank You 
We sincerely thank all those who worked so hard to 

keep the fire out of Matador and save the homes that were 

in the fire's path. Your quick thinking and action saved the 

town from sure disaster. A big thank you for those who 

worked many hours and even days without sleep to put 

the fire out and keep it from breaking out again in the pas-

tures. Matador is blessed to have one of the very best vol-

unteer fire departments around. Thank you. 
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Who Will Be 
Blamed for Big 

Cuts in 
School Funding? 

By Larry Vogt 

In the box right below this 
column is publishing informa-
tion about the Motley County 
Tribune. The newspaper and 
the community benefits from 
the efforts of those who con-
tribute to the content of the 
Tribune. I especially want to 
call your attention to the hard 
work of our feature writer, 
Carol Campbell. Carol has 
spent countless hours on sto-
ries for the Tribune as well as 
countless hours on commu-
nity development such as the 
Historic Motley County Jail 
restoration project and her 
work on the board of the Texas 
Plains Trail, which is made up 
of folks who meet regularly to 
discuss and implement ideas 
for tourism promotion of our 
Texas Panhandle region. 

The feature stories written 
by Carol for the Tribune are 
a considerable body of work.  

Her "Coming Home" series 
was quite popular and the 
"Unsung Heroes" received a 
good deal of praise. Her story 
in last week's edition of the 
paper was an example of her 
tireless energy and astute ob-
servation. Carol spent time 
driving around the County to 
have a look at the damage and 
take pictures. She spent time 
Interviewing folks and getting 
the details on the abatement 
of the wildfires that raged 
through the county. The story 
was a monumental task and 
Carol rose to the occasion and 
produced a story that is wor-
thy of the excellence in jour-
nalism that is evident in the 
piece. 

Carol deserves our apprecia-
tion as publishers of the news-
paper as well as the praise 
from the people of the county 
for actually writing history 
that will live on in the archives 
of the Tribune and in our own 
telling of the stories that we 
pass on to those who may not 
have lived through it but those 
who will want to know about 
the great wildfire of 2011. I 
myself have an ancestor who 
perished in a prairie fire in 
South Dakota and it would be 
useful for me to find a writ-
ten account of that event that 
happened in the 1880s. Carol, 
we owe you a debt of gratitude  

by Ross Ramsey, 
The Texas Tribune 

There will be blood. It's un-
deniable, especially when the 
governor goes out of his way 
to say that he doesn't have any 
on his hands. 

Rick Perry, watching over a 
legislative session that threat-
ens (at this point) to cut $9.3 
billion or more from state 
spending on public education, 
said this week that it's not 
the state's fault if any public 
school teachers lose their jobs. 
"The lieutenant governor, the 
speaker and their colleagues 
aren't going to hire or fire one 
teacher, as best I can tell," he 
said. "That is a local decision 
that will be made at the local 
districts." 

House Speaker Joe Straus, 
R-San Antonio, said a day lat-
er that the governor is "tech-
nically correct," in that the 
teachers don't work directly 
for the state and the state 
won't be doing the firing. They 
may be cutting off the food 
supply to the kitchen, but it's 
the cooks who decide which 
diners will be fed. 

All this talk preceded a 
weekend education rally at 
the state Capitol, and it ac-
companies a rising chorus 
from Republican lawmakers 
who think the current budget-
balancing proposals cut too 
deeply into education and 
health and human services. 

Relocating the blame isn't 
going to be an easy sales job. 
The school districts are simul-
taneously losing money from 
both of their main sources 
of revenue — state financing 
and revenue from local prop-
erty taxes. And while many 
have money in the bank, their 
immediate financial futures 
aren't promising. Some have 
responded by declaring "fi-
nancial exigency," a way of 
saying they've got budgets so 
tight they need to lay some 
people off. Once that's been 
declared, a district can send 
notices to employees who 
won't be employees after the 
current school year. Others 
are marshaling the arguments 
for tax increases. 

Local property values 
around the state dropped 1.8 
percent last year. The state 
comptroller estimates it will 
drop 2.23 percent this year 
and then ripe 0.52 percent 
next year. That's the base 

Dear Editor, 

In the past few weeks, there 
has been much talk and me-
dia coverage about unrest in 
the Middle East driving up the 
prices of fuel in the U.S. There 
is a certain sense of vulner-
ability when we realize events 
that occur half a world away 
affects our quality of life right 
here at home. . . in our own 
backyard. However, when it 
comes to food, fiber and yes, 
biofuels, we suffer no sense of 
vulnerability — Why? Because, 
thanks to America's farmers 
and ranchers, we have what I 
refer to as, "Homegrown Se-
curity." 

Food, fiber and alternative 
fuel sources are affordable 
and abundant right here in 
the United States. Agriculture 
is the backbone of our nation. 
Our ability to provide for our 
own plus a significant per-
cent of the world's growing  

against which the school dis-
tricts levy taxes, and the big-
gest source of non-state fund-
ing for the schools. Those 
numbers are bigger than they 
look. 

The comptroller initially 
estimated a drop of 3.47 per-
cent this year — reducing that 
to 2.23 percent is a swing of 
around $400 million in edu-
cation money. In the 2008-09 
school year, Texas school dis-
tricts got 47.1 percent of their 
money from local sources and 
42.9 percent from the state 
(the rest was federal money), 
according to the Texas Educa-
tion Agency. 

This happens from time to 
time, and the state's financing 
formulas compensate for it. 
When a district's local prop-
erty tax revenues drop, state 
aid to that district rises to 
smooth out the dip. But with 
state aid dropping, districts 
that are also losing property 
value, and the corresponding 
tax income, could be forced to 
choose between cutting peo-
ple and programs or raising 
local school property taxes. 

The money, in education 
as in lots of large enterprises, 
is in the people, and more 
than half are either teach-
ers (50.5 percent) or educa-
tional aides (9.8 percent). 
The rest are administrators, 
professional support and the 
biggest nonteaching group, 
auxiliary staff (27 percent). 
Those are the body counts, 
but they don't match up with 
the dollar amounts: Teachers 
get 61 percent of the total sal-
ary pile, and education aides 
get 4.5 percent. The auxiliary 
staff gets 15 percent, and the 
remaining 19.5 percent is split 
among administrators and 
support staff. 

By sheer numbers, you can 
cut without getting into the 
teaching ranks, but with al-
most two-thirds of the payroll 
going to teachers and their 
aides, the state and local bud-
geteers might be forced into 
the classrooms. 

It leaves an agitated tax-
payer or parent (or both) in a 
quandary. In Texas' split sys-
tem, an awkward balance of 
state and local control and fi-
nancing, it's difficult to get an 
answer to the simplest ques-
tion: Who's to blame? 

This article originally ap-
peared in The Texas Tribune 
at http://trib.it/fHzhoB. 

population is the envy of all 
other nations. For this reason 
alone, it is appropriate that we 
recognize farmers and ranch-
ers on National Ag Day, which 
we celebrate March 15, 2011. 

But let me make my point 
stronger. The agriculture in-
dustry has made significant 
progress in the past century. 
That progress has made the 
United States the most self 
sufficient country in modem 
civilization. Take for instance 
the most common commodity 
- grown in nearly every state 
of the union - Corn... 

In 73 years (the average 
length of human life) agri-
culture has made America so 
productive and secure that its 
fundamentals are seemingly 
invincible. In that time, corn 
has become more than a food 
product or sweetener. It is an 
alternative fuel, a source for 
plastics and an icon for the 
industry. But it is just one of  

many as most commodities 
have seen similar successes, 
technological advances and 
alternative uses. 

Because of agricultural in-
genuity, we can feed, clothe 
and shelter ourselves and 
provide life's necessities to 
all U.S. citizens at home and 
to our armed forces world-
wide. Agriculture is the first 
line of defense IN America. It 
is the first line of defense OF 
America. We owe the proud 
men and women involved in 
agriculture an enormous debt 
of gratitude. 

I hope you will join me in 
making good on that debt as 
I extend a much deserved, 
"Thank You" to America's 
farmers and ranchers on Na-
tional Ag Day. 

I, as well as the 1,666 USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
employees in Texas, under-
stand and appreciate the 
amount of work that farmers  

and ranchers do on a daily 
basis to protect our natural 
resources and produce the 
nation's supply of food, fiber 
and fuel, and I encourage con-
sumers to learn more about 
agriculture and the people in-
volved in the industry. 

We never want to find our-
selves dependent on a foreign 
food supply. It's America's 
farmers and ranchers who 
make sure our nation stays 
independent from the ground 
up. And as long as America's 
farmers and ranchers remain 
steadfast in their stewardship 
and productivity, America 
will remain strong. Please 
take time on National Ag Day 
to show your appreciation for 
American Agriculture... our 
Homegrown Security. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Juan M. Garcia 
State Executive Director 
USDA Farm Service Agency 

- Texas 
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WHAT: SPRING GOSPEL MEETING 

WHERE:Matador Church of Christ 

Matador, Texas 

WITH: Carroll Sites, Evangelist of Higdon, Arkansas, in a Series of BiblicaL Lessons 

WHEN: Sunday, March 20th through Wednesday, March 23rd 

Sunday Bible Class - 10:00 a.m. 	"God's Life Line to Man" 

Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m. "Expressions of the Heart" 

Please stay and enjoy a potluck meal with us following the morning worship service 

Sunday Evening Worship - 6:00 p.m. "Expanding our Faith" 

Monday Evening - 7:00 p.m. 	"Man's Life Line to God" 

Tuesday Evening - 7:00 p.m. "Take Time to Be Holy" 

Wednesday Evening - 7:00 p.m. 	"Spiritual Success" 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU! 

First National 
Bank 

of Floy dada 

STRENGT H 

 

5 Star Superior Rating by 

BauerFinancial, Inc. 

STABILITY 
Serving this area for over 100 years 

SERVICE 
Checking, Savings, CDs, Money-Market Accounts, 

IRAs, Agricultural, Commercial, Consumer 

Loans, Home Loans, Real Estate Loans, 24 Hour 

ATM, 24 Hour Telebanking/TeleWeb 

"Helping you change things for the better" 

Jr 
FIRST 
NATIONAL HANK 
OF FLOYDAIIA 

Member F.D.I.C. Equal Housing 

LENDER 

z  

I 
Main Street Cafe ' 

Pecan Pies 

Now Available 
Tuts & Wed Gam-3pm 

i Thurs Fri Sat Gam-9pm i  
347-2115 

IL 

	Don & Lou Wittier J 

Correction 

Last week Braden 
Mason (not Man- 
son) received first 
place in tennis at 
Levelland. 

"JUST VISITING" 

In the Bible James in his 
book, speaks bluntly about 
religion and the practice of 
it. 

There is much to be 
learned from this little book 
found toward the back of 
your Bible. First we learn 
that James isn't interested 
in being a fake, or impress-

ing anyone including ourselves. He says that we ought not 
to deceive ourselves. 

The book of James describes what real religion is. James 
informs us that our activities should include being involved 
in the lives of widows and orphans. In the same breath 
that James is talking about visiting orphans and widows, 
he tells us to keep ourselves "unstained by the world." It 
appears then that visiting the widows and orphans helps us 
in some manner to keep from being stained by the world. 

There is something special that happens when you visit 
people who are widows or orphans or for that matter any-
one who might be in a long-term care facility. By our pres-
ence we help define the word James uses which is trans-
lated into English as "visit." 

Caring and to care for, is found in the definition of the 
word. Most people young or old are delighted when we 
take the time to visit and inquire of their special needs. 

Roaring Springs Church of Christ 
Michael G. Crowley, Sr. 

BIBLE STUDY 10:00 a.m. Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Ask how we can 
improve wildlife 
habitat through 
brush sculpting! D
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r  Boedeker, Inc. 

Terry Boedeker 
Quitaque, Texas 

hm: (806) 455-1699 
cell: (806) 269-1799 

Brush Grubbing & Raking 	Demolition 
Stock Tanks & Ponds 	Equipment Hauling 
Brush Sculpting 	Construction Pads 
Fence Lines & Ranch Roads Laser Leveling 

  

Your Local Leader 
in Precision Irrigation 

 

 

* Servicing All Pivot Brands Since 1992 
* Diversified Ag Insurance Agent 
* Irrigation Pipeline & Electrical Wire InstallationlRepair 

Rhoderick Irrigation 
416 Main Street • Silverton, TX 

806-823-2139 • http:llrhoderick.valleydealers.com VALLEY 
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Texas NRCS Offering 
Assistance Following Wildfires 

March 14, 2011-- Land-
owners affected by recent 
wildfires in Motley County 
can apply for possible finan-
cial assistance through the 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Environmental Quality In-
centives Program (EQIP) for 
range deferment of all live-
stock grazing throughout the 
growing season, plant health 
concerns, and cross fencing 
assistance. 

Although sign-up is con-
tinuous, applications for this 
first funding period will be ac-
cepted in the Motley County 
NRCS office through March 
28. In order to apply, land-
owners must visit the local 
NRCS office to fill out an ap-
plication. Applications will be 
ranked and those approved 
for funding will be offered an 
EQIP contract. 

Motley County NRCS Dis-
trict Conservationist James 
Gillespie said, "NRCS in Mot-
ley County is prepared to as-
sist landowners with their ef-
forts to address wind erosion 

Challenge 
match 
update 

On behalf of the board of 
the Friends of the MC Jail a 
special thank you to: 

Vada (Nichols) Watt; and 
Mary Lel (Groves) Fielder for 
their generous donation to 
the Motley County Jail video 
documentary project. 

To donate, mail your check 
to: Friends of the Historic MC 
Jail, P.O. Box 582, Matador, 
TX 79244. 

Traveler's 

Inn 
Bed & Breakfast 

Major Credit Cards 

Accepted 

201 Broadway, 

Roaring Springs 

806-348-7304 

www.travelersinn- 

bandb.com 
email: edith_daniell@ 

hotmail.com  

that is continuing to occur 
due to drought and the effects 
from wildfires." 

"We want to provide assis-
tance that will enable land-
owners and livestock produc-
ers to accelerate the recovery 
of the health and vigor of af-
fected grazing land," Gillespie 
said. 

Gillespie suggests landown-
ers consult with their local 
NRCS to develop a conserva-
tion plan, which can be an 
effective strategy for pasture 
and rangeland recovery and 
mitigating the effects of the 
dry conditions that Texas is 
experiencing. 

Wildlife habitat can also be 
impacted by the wildfire and 
NRCS can provide technical 
and financial assistance in re-
establishing the habitats for 
desired species. 

For further assistance in 
evaluating your land and 
planning practices to address 
concerns following a wild-
fire, contact your local Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) or Soil and  

Water Conservation District 
in Matador at 806.347.2263 
ext. 3. USDA Service center 
locations and program infor-
mation can be found on the 
Texas NRCS Web site at www. 
bc.nrcs.usda.gov. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohib-
its discrimination in all of its 
programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, mari-
tal status, familial status, pa-
rental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, 
or because all or part of an 
individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 



Ken's RV Park & Mini Storage 
Matador and Roaring Springs 

806-269-1044 	806-347-2455 
Full Hook-ups Available 

Mini Storage Rooms for Rent 
Golf Cart Sales and Repairs 

This Week's Local Forecast 

44A4ses.S 
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Mostly Sunny Mostly Sunny Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy 
89/50 	84/50 

	
79/55 	79/51 

	
78/49 	 77/55 	80/54 

NVt.‘at her 'Trivia NVeather M oon Phases 
March 17. 1990 - Showers and thunder-
storms associated with a slow-moving 
cold front produced torrential rains across 
parts of the southeastern United States 
over a two-day period. Flooding claimed 	.11‘ 
the lives of at least 22 people, including 
13 people in Alabama .  

When was the first weather 
forecast issued in a newspaper? • 

2upfav uoaugyrom 
a4t u! Lsgi 	/Cm sum q :laktsuV 

OD 
Full 	Last 	New 	First 
3:19 	3/26 	4,3 	4:11 

www.WhatsOurWeathencom 

Matador Motor and Implement 	Motley County Tribune 

806-347-2422 
	

806-347-2400 

The youngest participant in the Jr Stock Show, Ryder Rus-
sell assists Tatum Guerrero as she shows her pig. P'Pa Rus-
sell and Gilbert Guerrero look on. 

Obituary 
S. J. "Sut" Braselton 
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NEWS AROUND MOTLEY COUNTY 
Roaring Springs News 

By Monta Marshall 

Flomot News 
By btu JBMIS011 

Matador News 

S. J." Sut" Braselton, 72, a Pa-
ducah resident, passed away 
March 13,2011, in Childress. 

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date un-
der the direction of McBee 
Family Funeral Home. 
Sut was born June 2, 1938, in 
Quanah, Texas, to S.J."Braz" 
and Dorothy Braselton. He 
grew up and received his early 
education in Roaring Springs, 
Texas. 

After graduating high 
school, he continued his edu-
cation in the medical profes-
sion. He worked in a variety 
of hospitals in Texas as a Lab 
Technician, a Surgical Nurse 
and a Hospital Administrator. 
Sut would want to be re-

membered for his great sense 
of humor and always doing 

On a personal note 
Each year seems to add 

noisier signal tones. The 
trouble is I don't always want 
the changes made! 

For instance, will these 
bleeping beeping ringing sig-
nals make me a 'ding a ling'? 
I am worried. We always had 
phones dinging and beeping 
dryers but now we have ring 
tones of various kinds on our 
appliances. My microwave 
beeps, my computer has mu-
sical tones to alert me that I 
have new e-mail; now I have a 
new washer and dryer that has 
added more dings to my life. 
The car insistently clings if I 
leave my keys in, the seat belt 
is unbuckled, the doors aren't 
properly closed, the blinker is 
on too long, the lights aren't 
turned off or of if I am back-
ing and am getting too close to 
an object behind me. 

I really appreciate being 
reminded to fasten my seat 
belt and the dinging reminder 
to remove my keys. As I go 
from place to place there is 
construction work and their 
equipment constantly dings 
in warning. Just in pure re-
bellion though, I changed my 
phone from a ring/ding tone 
to a measure of music from 
the theme song of the Good, 
Bad and the Ugly movie. I 
get lots of stares though when 
in public. What the heck? I 
can gaily distinguish it from 
all the other ding dings and 
ding-a-lings and queer noises. 

Now those words may be 
"no-no's" for many now days 
but then they are perfectly 
good words that have had their 
meaning changed and maybe 
not for the better! I still think 
they convey the same meaning 

• • • • • • • 
• Get ready • 
• for • 

• 
• Spring lawn • 

• 
• clean up • 
• with our • 

• new • 
• shipment • 
• of • 
• sprinklers, • 
• hoses, • 
• hose ends, • 
• and • 
• bug sprays. • 
• • 
• • 

• Matado r• 
• • 
• Variety • 
• • 
• • • • • • • 

as in yester year. 

In the community 
The Don Stuckey's fam-

ily visited them over the 
weekend. Randy and Lean-
dra Harris, Matthew, Kenna 
Whittenberg and baby Ella 
from Flower Mound, Texas, 
came on Friday. Matt and 
Kenna stayed to visit Gram 
and Cappy until Thursday. 

Margie Payne has been 
hospitalized in Childress since 
Friday. Hopefully she will be 
able to return home today. 

Bill Leonard is at home for 
a while to recuperate from 
surgery. He will be at home 
few more weeks until he re-
turns to his cross country 
truck driving. 

Sunday evening services 
will resume at the Full Gospel 
Church on March 27th at 6:oo 
p.m. Dale Sexton of Red Marvel 
Ministries of Memphis, Texas, 
will fill the pulpit on Sunday 
Morning, March 20th. Worship 
services begin at io:oo a.m. 

The Penrods will be in Ceta 
Canyon this weekend help-
ing with a youth walk similar 
to the Emmaus Walk, called 
the Chrysalis. 	Christina 
Mohringer will be attending 
from Motley County as well. 

Don't forget the appreciation 
dinner, Thank You from Roar-
ing Springs for all those who 
helped control the wildfires. If 
it were not for those willing to 
help, our homes might have 
been lost as well as some lives. 
Kevin Rainwater and Mike Por-
ter will provide entertainment at 
the brisket dinner which will be-
gin on Tuesday evening, March 
22"d  at the Roaring Springs 
Community Center. Dinner will 
be served from 6:o0 p.m. until 
8:oo p.m. Anyone that would 
like to help with this event with 
a donation, a dessert or a salad 
is welcome to show their appre-
ciation in that way. The contact 
person is Deanette Gulledge at 
the Windmill Café, the number 
is 348-7256 or you may call me 
at 348-7000. 

Invitations will be sent out 
and an invitation is in this 
week's Tribune. If we missed 
getting your name on the list 
for a personal invitation you 
are certainly most welcome to 
come. 

Overheard 

May the leprechauns be 
near you, to spread luck along 
your way. May all the Irish 
angels smile upon you St. Pat-
rick's Day. 

Grass Fire 

The Matador, Flomot and 
Turkey Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments responded to a grass 
fire on the ranch of J.D. Beh-
ringer Thursday, March 10. 
His land is located on 459 CR 
238, east of the Barton Com-
munity and northeast Motley 
County. It is estimated he lost 
over 500 acres of grassland. 
Two airplanes defused the 
flames around his house and 
farm structures so he had no 
loss here. 

New Residents 

We welcome new residents, 
Crystal and Alex Salazar who 
moved to Flomot recently 
from Corpus Christi, Texas. 
They are living in the former 
Art Green home, which is 
now owned by Ruth and Or-
ville Lee. Mr. Salazar works in 
the oil fields. They have three 
children who attend Motley 
County Schools, Logan ii, 
Braxton 7, and Journi, 6 years 
old. 

The Quilting Club met Tues-
day afternoon at the Commu-
nity Center in Flomot. Those 
attending were Mesdames Su-
zie Shannon, Waydetta Clay, 
Connie Franks, Erma Wash-
ington, Tommie Jo Cruse,, 
Barbara Payne and Mary Jo! 
Calvert. 	 r 

Mrs. Janice Hughes and 
son, Rickey Hughes of Floyi 
dada visited from Friday 
until Sunday in Royce City 
with son, brother and family; 
Bengie and J.J. Hughes and 
daughter, Kaitlynn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cory Kendall, 
Chancey and Connor of Mid-
land visited from Friday un-
til Monday with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Kendall 
and brother and family, Mr. 
and Mrs. Travis Kendall and 
brother and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tim Kendall, Jere and 
Jacob. 

Ruth and Orville Lee visited 
in Turkey Sunday afternoon 
with daughter and family, Te-
resa and Tom Heck, Kacee, 
Micah and Cody. 

Lola Jewell Starkey of Clyde 
is visiting during spring holi-
days with brother, Johnie 
Starkey. 

Megan Escor of Fort Worth 
visited from Friday until 
Wednesday with Donnie Rog-
ers and daughter, Natalie. 
They visited in the home of 
Bobby' McWilliams in Qui-
taque Saturday. 

Visiting the weekend with 
Jack and Nada Starkey were 
son and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Starkey, Mandy and 
DeAnna of Canyon. 

Donnie Rogers and daugh-
ter, Natalie accompanied his 
mother, Mrs. B. Rogers to 
Lubbock Tuesday for a hip 
medical check up. 

Everett Shorter returned 
home Monday from Mangold 
Hospital in Lockney. Visiting 
him from Thursday until Sun-
day was, his daughter and her 
husband, Judy and Mike Cox 
of Houston. 

Visiting Kathy and Clois 
Shorter. Friday and Saturday 
were daughter and son, Mrs. 
Ken Sehon and Brian of Wolf-
forth. Visiting them Saturday 
and Sunday were daughter 
and family, Christi and Dwain 
Milam, Emily and Haley of 
Lake Kiowa. The Milam fam-
ily continued to Wolf Creek 
Surlday to enjoy snow skiing 
during the spring holidays. 
On Saturday, the families cel-
ebrated the birthdays of Mrs. 
Judy Coxand Mrs. Christi Mi-
lam with a beautiful decorated 
cake and all the trimmings. 

Mrs. Lori Kleibrink and 
daughter, Karlee of Clifton 
arrived Sunday to visit the 
spring holidays with her par-
ents, Anna Beth and Joe Ike 
Clay. 

Wake up 
Wednesday mornings 

to the 
MOTLEY COUNTY TRIBUNE 

Email Subscriptions 
Now Available $25 

Send us your 
email address 

and we'll email you 
the paper free 

for three months! 

Dickie and Shirley Garrison 
and daughter, Brooke of Red 
Rock, visited from Sunday 
until Tuesday with his moth-
er, Mrs. Evelyn Smallwood 
and husband, Herbert. They 
also visited his sister, Mrs. 
Debra Scott. 

things for others. He loved 
people and horses. 

He was a member of the 
First Christian Church of Pa-
ducah and served his church 
as a Deacon. He was also a 
Mason. 

Sut is survived by his wife 
Francine Braselton; five chil-
dren and their spouses, Ste-
ven Braselton of Lubbock, 
Jeff and Debbie Braselton of 
Roaring Springs, Mike and 
Robin Green of Lubbock, ; 
Angie and Mike McManus of 
LaPort, Texas, Traci and Jim 
Cawman of Fletcher, OK; one 
sister, Sandra Lewis of Clear 
Lake, Texas; 21 grandchil-
dren, nine great grandchil-
dren, numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and a wealth of 
close and dear friends. 

Dale Bumgardner was con-
veyed by ambulance to the 
Heart Hospital in Lubbock, 
Wednesday. He had cardiol-
ogy stint surgery Friday. With 
him during surgery and hos-
pitalization was his wife, Jo-
Etta. 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS 

Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT un- _ 
the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read. 

CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING FACILITIES CONTRACT(S) 

Dist/Div: Childress 
Contract 6219-18-001 for ON-CALL STRIPING in CHILDRESS County, etc will be 
opened on April 06, 2011 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of 
$1,401,594.40. 

PDans and specifications are available for inspection, 'along with bidding 
proposals, and applications for the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor's list, at 
the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below. If applicable, 
;bidd6rs must submit prequalification information to TxDOT at least 10 days 
prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project. Prequalification 

'materials may be requested from the State Office listed below. Plans for the 
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at www.txdot.gov and 
from reproduction companies at the expense of the contractor. 
NPO: 35774 

State Office 

Constr./Maint. Division 
200 E. Riverside Dr. 
Austin, Texas 78704 
Phone: 512-416-2540 

Dist/Div Office(s) 

Childress District 
District Engineer 
7599 U.s. 287 
Childress, Texas 79201-9705 
Phone: 940-937-2571 

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will 1,,e 
part of the contract. TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated 
.against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin. 

-.ca. 



tail: 
by Ryan Martin, Agri LIFE EXTENSION Agent 

COWPOKES 
	

By Ace Reid 

"Wul, he threw me and broke my shoulder, I got right 
back on 'em, he threw me again and broke my other 

shoulder!" 

THIS FEATURE IS SPONSORED BY THE 

MATADOR BRANCH 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SEYMOUR 

MATADOR, TEXAS 
YOUR "HOMETOWN" BANK 	 Member FDIC 

US DA 
Farm Senvke Agency 

Conservation Reserve Program Sign-up 

March 14-April 15, 2011 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a voluntary 

program that helps agricultural producers use 
environmentally sensitive land for conservation benefits. 

FSA provides elgible producers with rental payments in 

return for the producer planting long-term resource 
conserving covers. 

Producers who are intersted in submitting CRP offers need to 
contact their local FSA office or USDA Service Center. More 

information can be found at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

1 ,7 

 

'4t?l lip t71 	Matador, Texas 79244 *LI 

Motley County Farm Service Agency 
P.O. Box 190 Ow Dundee. SArech- 

_ 

SIGN-UP ENDS APRIL 15, 2011 

CRP Benefits: 
•controls soil erosion 

•improves water and air quality 

•develops wildlife habitat 

USDA Is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
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Notes from the Library 
By Mary AIM Potts  
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I want to take the op-
portunity to say Thank You 
to all the volunteers who 
helped fight the wild fires 
that plagued our community 
a couple of weeks ago. With-
out our wonderful commu-
nity and outlining commu-
nities support, we would not 
be continuing our everyday 
lives, something we take for 
granted unless threatened 
and/or taken away. We are 
truly blessed to live in Small 
Town America! 

Support is important in 
any community and, this 
time, Motley County Library 
needs your written support. 
The State's Senate Finance 
Committee is deliberating on 
the State Library's Budget. 
The Texas Library Associa-
tion is encouraging everyone 
to write letters to their State 
Senate and House Repre-
sentatives how important 
libraries are to their commu-
nities. As of now, the Lone 
Star Libraries Grant has been 
eliminated. This grant funds 
book purchases for the year 
for many small rural libraries 
and is essential to maintain-
ing a current and informative 
library collection. Another 
program we were fortunate 
enough to be a part of this 
year, that may also be cut, 
is Free Computer Classes. 
These classes are possible 
through a cooperative effort 
with our West Texas Library 
System and Digital Literacy 
Corps, which received state 
funding to implement this 
program. And basic services, 
such as computer and inter-
net access allow our com- 
munity members unlimited 
information accessibility free 

Texas Farm Service 
Agency Celebrates Nation- 

al Agriculture Day — 
March 15, 2011 

(College Station, TX) — March 
8, 2011 — In recognition of 
National Ag Day on March 15, 
2011, Juan M. Garcia, Executive 
Director for the USDA's Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) in Texas, 
thanks farmers, ranchers and 
others involved in agriculture 
for their hard work and commit-
ment to the industry. 

"Agriculture is an important 
part of our daily lives and is of-
ten taken for granted, but in 
these uncertain times, it should 
be remembered that American 
Agriculture is not only impor-
tant for obvious reasons - food, 
clothing and shelter, but, the 
industry also plays an important 
part in homeland security," said 
Garcia. 

Garcia refers to American 
Agriculture as, "Homegrown 
Security." He adds that the U.S. 
agriculture sector is almost en-
tirely under private ownership 
and counts for nearly one-fifth 
of the Nation's economic activ-
ity. 

"So, on National Ag Day, 
when we stop to thank farmers 
and ranchers who work day in 
and day out to provide a safe, 
abundant and affordable food, 
fiber and fuel supply, we should 
also take a moment to thank 
these same individuals for serv- 
ing as first responders and as 
the front line of defense in the 
effort to protect our food and 
water sources," said Garcia. 

According to Garcia, FSA's 
mission is to provide farmers 
and ranchers with the federal 
farm commodity and credit  

of charge. You may log on to 
www.txla.org,  click on Advo-
cate, Issues, and Take Action 
to customize a sample letter 
supporting your local library. 
You may e-mail the letter or 
print it out. Thank you in ad-
vance for your support. 

Our new book list this week 
is for our Juvenile and Young 
Adult readers. First of all, 
there are two books by An-
thony Horowitz to add to our 
Alex Rider collection, Skele-
ton Key and Scorpia. And 
we're on the list to receive the 
rest of the series. In addi-
tion, we've received 2 books 
by V.C. Andrews, Flowers 
in the Attic and Petals on 
the Wind which are part of 
the Dollanganger Family Se-
ries. 

For our non-fiction enthu-
siasts we have Three Cups 
of Tea by Greg Mortenson. 
Mortenson, an advocate of 
educating children in remote 
villages, has built 55 schools 
in the most inhospitable re-
gions of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. His motto being 
that education builds under-
standing, eliminating fear of 
muslim extremists and re-
cruitment of future terrorists. 

If there's an author, book 
and/or series you would like 
to see more of in the library, 
please let us know. You may 
call 	8o6/347-2717,e-mail: 
motleycountvlibrarvPvahoo.  

com, stop by, or drop us a 
note at Motley County Li-
brary, P.O. Box 557, Mata-
dor, TX 79244. 

Also, Mon., Mar. 28 at 9:oo 
a.m. will be Library Clean-
Up Day. Please bring your 
Swiffer wands if you have 
one. 

support they need to insure they 
remain viable in an increasingly 
unpredictable and volatile glob-
al market 

Through more than 43 feder-
al farm programs, FSA provides 
producers with an economic 
"safety net." These programs, 
authorized in the 2008 Farm 
Bill, stabilize farm income, assist 
agriculture producers to con-
serve natural resources, provide 
credit for farm ownership and 
operation and help producers 
recover from the effects of natu-
ral disasters. FSA also maintains 
the USDA's feed, seed and fertil-
izer data which uses geospatial 
information to maintain a de-
tailed database on related stor-
age facilities — another impor-
tant component in homeland 
security. 

FSA understands and ap-
preciates the amount of work 
that farmers and ranchers do 
on a daily basis to produce the 
nation's supply of food, fiber 
and fuel. Garcia encourages 
consumers to learn more about 
agriculture in their area and the 
people who produce the com-
modities we enjoy. 

"We never want to find our-
selves dependent on a foreign 
food supply. And as long as 
farmers and ranchers remain 
competitive in a global market 
and remain steadfast in protect- 
ing what's theirs, that won't hap- 
pen," said Garcia. "Take time on 
National Ag Day to show your 
appreciation for Anierican Ag-
riculture... our Homegrown Se-
curity." 

For more information about 
National Ag Day, visit www.ag- 
day.org and to learn more about 
the Farm Service Agency, visit 
online at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

FSA County Committee 
Members go to Washington to 

Meet with Congress 
and USDA 

NAFEC Strengthens 
Partnership with USDA 
Leadership to Deliver Critical 
Farm Programs 

WASHINGTON 
(RuralWire), March 11, 2011 

- Craig Turner, President of 
the National Association of 
Farmer Elected Committees 
(NAFEC) led his organization's 
board of directors to the 
nation's capital this week to 
meet with key leadership at 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) as 
well as influential members 
of the U.S. Senate and House 
of Representatives to discuss 
their longstanding partnership 
with the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) in the delivery of critical 
farm, conservation and 
disaster programs. 

Mr. Turner's group met 
with Acting United States 
Undersecretary of Agriculture 
for Farm and Foreign 
Agriculture (FFAS) Michael 
Scuse and Acting Deputy 
Undersecretary of Agriculture 
for FFAS Karis Cutter, Acting 
FSA Administrator Val Dolcini 
and other USDA leaders. 

Key issues addressed 
in the meetings held at 
USDA's 	Washington 
headquarters were improving 
outreach and education to 
farmers, especially socially 
disadvantaged and minority 
farmers, recent budget cuts, 
information technology (IT) 
challenges, improved selection 
of minority representation on 
county FSA committees, and 
retaining local authority in 
delivering programs. 

NAFEC leaders also met 
with senior staff members 
in the offices of Chairman 
Frank Lucas, R-Okla., of 
the House Agriculture 
Committee; Congressman 
Collin Peterson, D-Minn., 
Ranking Member of the 
House Agriculture Committee; 
Chairman Herb Kohl, D-Wis., 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee for Agriculture; 
Senator 	Pat 	Roberts, 
R-Kan., Ranking Member 
of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee; 	Chairman 
Mike Conaway, R-Texas 
of the House Agriculture 
Subcommittee on General 
Farm Commodities; and 
Congressman 	Randy 
Neugebauer, R-Texas. 

Middle East unrest will 
likely drive nitrogen 
fertilizer costs higher 

Middle East unrest could 
drive nitrogen fertilizer costs 
up to 2008 levels, according 
to a Texas AgriLife Research 
expert. Warm-season grasses 
used for livestock produc-
tion in much of Texas and the 
South are dependent upon 
large amounts of nitrogen fer-
tilizer. (Texas AgriLife Exten-
sion Service photo by Robert 
Burns) 

OVERTON — Escalating 
unrest in the Middle East is 
not only going to continue to 
drive gasoline and diesel fuel 
prices up to 2008 levels, but 
there's a good chance it will 
do the same to the cost s of 
fertilizing pastures, according 
to a Texas AgriLife Research 
expert. 

Even if it doesn't further 
contribute to rising fertilizer 
costs, they're high enough 
already that livestock produc-
ers "absolutely must learn to 
better manage nitrogen appli-
cations to stay in business," 
said Dr. Monte Rouquette, 
AgriLife Research forage sci-
entist. 

Rouquette is one of the 
instructors at the upcom-

.ing Pasture and Livestock 
Management Workshop, a 2 

1/2  day course set March 29 

-31 at the Texas AgriLife Re-
search and Extension Center 
in Overton. 

The course has always been 
about helping both novice and 
experienced producers how 
to better manage inputs and 
utilize forage resources. Now, 
with fertilizer costs rising 
again, it's more critical than 
ever for those in the cow/calf 
business to "fine-tune live-
stock production inputs and 
management skills from the 
grass roots up," he said. 

"The cost of ammonium 
nitrate today is $460 per ton, 
or about 68 cents per pound," 
Rouquette said. "Last year 
about this time it was 53 cents 
per pound." 

For the last six to 10 years, 
fertilizer costs have been ris-
ing, he said. The prices re-
laxed somewhat in the last 
three years from 2008 when 
they reached 70 to 75 cents 
per pound. But even before  

the Middle East meltdown, 	Registration for the course 
prices had been steadily is $350 per person. The fee 
climbing. 	 includes breakfast and break 

Though nitrogen fertilizer refreshments along with two 
is made from natural gas, all noon and evening barbeque 
fuel prices are linked, he ex- and ribeye steak meals. 
plained, so the increase in 	Enrollment is limited to 6o 
one leads to a rise in others. individuals. The limitation 
There's also the associated on class size allows workshop 
cost of transporting and ap- attendees to have plenty of 
plying fertilizer as the cost of time to visit one-on-one with 
diesel rises. 	 AgriLife Research and AgriL- 

This all could mean that ife Extension faculty to discuss 
cow/calf and other livestock specific aspects of their opera-
producers will have to drasti- tions, he said. As of March 1, 
cally rethink their production 51 had already registered. 
strategies as all the modern, 	All instructors are scientists 
improved warm-season grass- and educators with AgriLife 
es are big users of nitrogen. 	Research, the Texas AgriLife 

"We are revisiting the di- Extension Serviceand Texas 
lemma of the price of fertil- A&M Univeristy. All hold doc-
izer becoming a major con- torate degrees related to their 
straint on pasture use, and area of instruction. The cours-
that would indicate that if es will be held at the Texas 
managers don't have efficient AgriLife Research and Exten-
cattle that have sales value — sion Center at Overton. 
as well as a plan for utilization 	Workshop instruction is di- 
of the forage that is produced vided between the classroom 
— then fertilizers may windup and the field. In-field dem-
on the endangered list," Rou- onstrations cover all aspects 
quette said. 	 of running a beef operation, 

Dealing with these issues including establishing and 
and others will be a major maintaining high-quality for-
thrust of the grazing school, ages, calibrating sprayers, 
he said. 	 taking soil samples, castrating 

"Even in better economic and vaccinating cattle, and 
times, we've heard enroll- dehorning calves, Rouquette 
ees say time and time again said. 
that what they've learned in 	A full agenda can be found 
the first morning saved them at http://overton.tamu.edu/ 
many times over the cost of beef_cattle/grazing_school/ 
the course," he said. 	grazingschool.php . 

I
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FOR SALE 
For Sale: Schwinn Fitness 
Bowflex Exercise Machine---
like new---$300.00 Call Larry 
Hoyle at (8o6) 347-2839  or Cell 
phone (806) 269-2840 	ctrl  

HELP WANTED 
Lockney Health and Rehab 
is seeking a PT licensed social 
worker. Apply at 401 N. Main St 
Lockney,TX 79241 or fax 8o6 
652 3466. 	 ctf 

HELP WANTED] 
LICENSED 	SOCIAL 
WORKER, 	part-time. 
Hackberry Creek Care Center, 
Matador. Please call Sandra 
at 806-347-2942 for more 
information. Hackberry Creek 
Care Center is an EOE. 	ctf 

March 
Subscriptions Duo 

Motley County-$30 
Elsewhere-$35 

Email-$15 
senior Discount $1 

PO Box 990 

Matador, TX 79241 

MATADOR 
Norma Marrs 
Leo Archer 
Jim Cross 
J D Russell 
Marilynn Hicks 
Si Causey 
Howard Edmondson 

ROARING SPRINGS 
Harley Alsup 
Jeff Braselton 
C W Moore 
Delmar Fairley 
Walter Trammell 

TEXAS 
Francis Reedy, Odessa 
Judy Self, Abilene 
Aly Gwinn, Lubbock 
Glorya Burch, Lubbock 
V Higginbotham, Lobbock 
W R Collier, Lubbock 
Johnny Meredith, Lubbock 
Rosemary Webb, Lubbock 
Juanita Jones, Brownfield 
Koree Price, Turkey 
Grady Phillips, Quitaque 
Don Brothers, Paducah 
Bill Cartwright, Paducah 
Lonnie Harmon, Hedley 
D Schweitzer, Floydada 
Barry Hale, Doughtery 
Sandy Lewis, Dickens 
G Russell, Hale Center 
Dale Nance, Barksdale 
Ronald Richards, Wimberly 
Viola Keith, Georgetown 
Barbara Christian, Denton 
Charise Christian, Denton 
Peggy Martin, Saginaw 
Melvin Pitts, Ft Worth 
F McKinley, Granbury 
Peggy James, Arlington 
Kathy Brooks, Whitehouse 
C Kennedy, Longview 
R W Stafford, Dallas 
Jerri Poff, Dallas 
Kristi Williams, Carrollton 

ELSEWHERE 
Betty Aldridge, OK 
Joe Sasser, AR 
Marc Hess, LA 

EMAIL 
Dianne Washington 
Sandra Francis 
Judy Renfro 
Darrell Moore 

ENDING MARCH 17TH! 
1947 1-Ton Ford Pick-Up, 1993 Kawasaki 

Mule, Hiniker 5600 Flail Windrower, 
S&H 2-Horse Trailer, 2009 Maxey 24' 

Gooseneck Trailer & Much More! 

nited 
untry 

Alliance 
Auction & Realty 

806.553.1960 
ALLIANCEAUCTIONEERS.COM 

TX L,c;135G7 

Germania 

Joey & Brenda Lee 
Lee's Insurance P.O. Box 189 

Clarendon. Texas 79226-0189 
806/874-2130 phone 

806/8749394 fax 
877/874-2130 

HOME - AUTO • LIFE • COMMERCIAL 

PAYNE PHARMACY 
200 S. Main. Floydada. TX 79235 

806-983-51 I 1 or 800-345-7961 
Denise Payne, R.Ph. 

M-F, 8:30-6:00 & Sat., 8:30-1:00 
We will be happy to mail your prescriptions! 

WYLIE *  
LP GAS 

"Proud to be a part of Motley County" 
Residential-Commercial-Parts & Act. 

Farrn & Highway Diesel CALL 806-347-2290 
Office still locally operated at 1021 Main-Downtown Matador 

24 HOUR SERVICE-7 DAYS A WEEK 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS! 	MC & VISA 

Meredith Gas & Supply 
348-7332 

Your Local Family Owned and Operated Pro- 
pane Company 

Propane & Service 

24 hours-7 days a week! 
We welcome new customers! 

Tanks & Supplies available 
Propane appliance Services 

Pressure Tests & Leak Test performed 
upon request 

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTERCARD 

NEED INSURANCE? 
GET GOEN! 

GOEN & GOEN INSURANCE 
CROP-HOME-AUTO-FARM 

BUSINESS-LIFE-HEALTH 
203 BROADWAY, ROARING SPRINGS 

348-7531 	800-288-2865  

ftRVIS DAVIS 

CHEVROLET 

Paducah, TX 
2008 Chevy 2500HD 

Duramax 

Ext Cab Long Bed 4X4 LT 

28000 miles Local one 

owner trade 

2008 Chevy Suburban 

Low Miles Local Trade 

Loaded with options 

2010 Program Equinoxs 

1 white, 1 silver, one black 

all low miles 

30 plus MPG on highway 

2010 Camaro 

Silver with cloth interior 

Hockey Puck Stripe Kit 

16000 miles 

2010 Tahoe 

Shear Silver 22000 miles 

Leather Program car 

2011 Black Traverse 

AWD 

Program SUV 

Low Miles 

2010 Program Malibus 

4 in stock 

12000 miles 

Full Factory Warranty 

2008 Jeep Wrangler 

4x4 Hard and Soft Top 

46000 miles 

One Owner 

806-492-3663 

800-783-3607 

Hours: 	8:30 

MONDAY thru 

am-6:00 pm 

SATURDAY 

Tom Edwards, Attorney 
806-347-2333 

CD< 

Hotel Matador 
...a Bed and Breakfast 

in downtown Matador, Texas 

www.hotelmatador.com 

806.347.2939 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
March 
14 	Roaring Springs City Council 
14 	HCCC Board 
15 	Matador Lions 
17 	Matador Masonic Lodge, 6:3o pm 
19 	Spaghetti Supper at the Senior Citizens. 

Sponsored by he Chamber of Commerce 
for the community and for guests that will 
be flooding in for the Boondocker's Race. 

19-20 West Texas Boondockers Motorcycle Races 
21 	MCISD School Board, 7:3o pm 
22 	Roaring Springs Community Volunteers 

Appreciation Supper for everyone who vol-
unteered to help contain the fires from 6:00 
pm to 8:oo pm. 

21-23 Computer Class, Library, TBA 
28 	American Legion Post 337 
28 	Library Clean-Up Day. 9:oo am. Bring 

Swiffer wands if you have one. 

Equipment, Farm & Ranch 

MONTHLY ON-LINE 
EQUIPMENT AUCTION 

Quality Care, Close to Home 
For short-stay rehabilitation 
or long-term nursing care, 

our facility offers quality care 
with hometown charm and comfort. 

Lockney 

Health & Rehabilitation 
401 North Main Street 

Lockney, TX 79241 
(806) 652-3375 

• Licensed Physical, Occupational, 
and Speech 'Therapists 

• 24 hour Skilled Nursing Care 
• Medicare and Medicaid Certified 
Come tour our facility today 

Part Time Activity Director. 
Long Term Care experience 
a 	plus. 	Please 	contact 
Administrator at Hackberry 
Creek Care Center, 805 Harrison 
Ave, Matador 806.347.2942 ctf  

WANTED 
WANTED: Swathing. 
Bailing, and Hauling. 
Round bails net wrapped 
twine tie. Square bails 
wire tie. Quality Work 
at competitive rates are 
on shares. Call Craw-
ford Wesley at 8o6-668-

4448  or cell 806-995-
5053. David Wesley at 
806-296-3255 

MOTLEY 
COUNTY 
TRIBUNE 

HOURS 
MON —WED 

9-4 
EXCEPT WHEN 
WE HAVE TO 

LEAVE TO RUN 
ERRANDS. 

CALL AHEAD 
IF YOU 

NEED US 
TO WAIT. 

806-347-2400 

Motley County Abstract Company 
P.O. Drawer 1 

Paducah, TX 79248 
806-492-3573 	Fax 806-492-3574 

Complete Records for Abstracts & Title Insurance in 
Motley County, Texas 

Nelda Hightower-Owner 
Lisa Hightower Wood-Manager 

Childress Veterinary Hospital 
Dr. David Fuston 

Full Service Veterinary Hospital 

Large and Small Animal Needs 

940-937-2558 
109 Industrial Circle/287 West, Childress 

For all your Ginning, Marketing Sr Planting needs 

JOHNSON'S GIN 
Silverton, Texas 

806-823-2224 	800-338-3960 
Family Owned & Operated 

Buy USA Grown & Made - It Matters! * 

CLASSIFIED 
email: motribune@gmailicom 806-347-2400 
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