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The heroes emerge

After the most devastating
fires in recent memory rav-
aged 34,204 acres of grass-
land and engulfed everything
in its path in flames — one
thing is certain: we fought for
the land with no stake in the
outcome except to do good.

Following a chorus of in-
terviews with public officials,
law enforcement, firefight-
ers, ranchers and farmers, the
true heroes emerged -- and it
1S you.

From the first responders
that moved into action with
road graders before the of-
ficial declaration, to the food
brigade that prepared and
served food and brought wa-
ter to weary firefighters (some
working 30 hours straight);
and to the hundreds of volun-
teers in and outside our com-
munity that pitched in to help
— these are the heroes of the
Fire of 2011.

Double duty

“There were no homes lost,
no loss of life, and no major
injuries,” County Judge Jim
Meador said.

In addition to running a mo-
torgrader for the first response
team, Judge Meador also man-
aged to get “blanket coverage”
for state assistance from Tx-
DOT and DPS. In close coordi-
nation with acting Emergency
Management Coordinator Lee
Jones, he requested a State of
Emergency Evacuation on the
southwest side of town, and
then directed the local DPS
trooper to coordinate an evac-
uation of homes.

“Local citizens respond-
ed quickly and effectively,”
Meador said, naming Jeremy
and Brad Jameson as an ex-
ample of two private citizens
who moved motorgraders into
the area in a timely way.

The judge will be filing for
a Disaster Assistance Agri-
cultural grant, working with
the USDA-Farm Service Ad-
ministration for assistance for
ranchers for fencing, emergen-
cy feed, and grazing through
the Crop Rotation Program
(CRP). “This will help the small
rancher who can rent grass in
CRP at a low price,” he said.

The judge is asking that all
expenses be turned in to the
FSA office or the Fire Depart-
ment to help the county qual-
ify for disaster relief. “We are
about $1.5 million short on
damages,” he said.

Wildfire of 2011

First responders

Meanwhile, scouting teams
were reporting fire all over
the county; and more he-
roes emerged. “Everyone that
pitched in a hand was a hero,”
James Gillespie aptly stated.
Gillespie is a “go-to guy” for
Fire Chief and EM Coordinator
Lee Jones. Everyone in Mata-
dor wears many hats and one
of Gillespie’s hats is to serve on
Lee Joneses scouting team.

The first calls came from
Roaring Springs at about 2:10
p.m. on Sunday afternoon,
February 27, Jones said. “We
had seven additional 911 calls
following that.” First respond-
ers went to Roaring Springs
where a raging grass fire
southeast of the city threat-
ened grassland south and east
of SH70. Then the call came
about 3:00 p.m. that there was
a rolling fire west of Matador
between Mott Creek Ranch

ties helping,” Overton said,
naming officers from Post,
Crosbyton, Dickens, Floydada
and Paducah. They evacuated
about 60 people to the Motley
County School that had been
designated as a “safe area.”
Later, troopers from Vernon
showed up for duty, he said.
The Red Cross provided meals
and cots for evacuees. Law En-
forcement closed the roads in
and out of Matador because
the smoke was so dense it
presented a danger to travel-
ing motorists. Residents were
asked to evacuate to Paducah,
30 to the miles east.

Our neighbors to the east had
another special responsibility
— housing the most vulnerable
of the population, residents of
Hackberry Creek Care Center.
Cottle County took evacuees
from the Center for overnight
lodging, sparing them the ef-
fects of smoke inhalation from
the fires.
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Pictured (L to R) are County Judge Jim Meador, Deputy

Clerk D’anna Russell, Extension Agent Ryan Martin, and

DPS Trooper, Chad Overton. The courthouse crew looks
over a map of the county furnished by the USDA office
that outlines the parameters of the fire that took 34,294

acres of grassland in Motley County.

“We are a good county, who all pull together

in times like this.”

-Frances Taylor

and Potts Composites.

“I sent Craig Turner and
James Gillespie to scout it out,”
Jones said. The fire leaped
US70 and headed to Matador
proper. “We tried to push it
around town, and with the help
of TxDOT, the County road
hands, and other volunteers,
we were successful,” Jones said
modestly.

Chad Overton, local DPS
Trooper, Sheriff Chris Spence
and Deputy Sheriff Chad Ware
went door-to-door evacuating
the homes north and south of
Walton Road. “We also had
eight troopers from other coun-
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from Paducah in downtown Matador on the east side of

the courthouse square. A trailer equipped with radio com-

munication equipment housed the Incident Commander,

Lee Jones, who handled all the logistics of the fire.

Emergency management

Managing an out-of-control
fire and coordinating efforts
of firefighters and equipment
is a massive undertaking.
Jones has about four firefight-
ers that help him take care of
the big picture, but “everyone
on the roster is important,” he
is quick to add.

Command Central was set
up by law enforcement offi-
cials from Paducah in down-
town Matador on the east side
of the courthouse square. A
trailer equipped with radio
communication equipment
housed the Incident Com-
mander, Lee Jones, who han-
dled all the logistics of the fire.
This quiet but effective pro-
fessional was in full control.

What is it like to coordinate
an uncontrollable fire? There
are three guiding principles
according to Jones: Life First;
Think Way Ahead; and Stay
Calm.

“I try to get the big pic-
ture,” he said, “I divided our
fire up into sections: one was
the north side of US Hwy.
70 which James Gillespie
and then Rodney Williams
handled; the south side of 70
was handled by Assistant Fire
Chief Craig Turner and Brent

The Hamilton homestead, located about 1/2-mile west of Matador, was in the direct line
of an uncontrollable fire that roared like a freight train through the west part of Matador.

First responders moved into action with water trucks and road graders. The Hamilton

family cut fences to save horses and wildlife. (Photo by John Hamilton).

Marshall. Craig was in charge
of the dozers and maintain-
ers; and Brent was in charge
of trucks,” he said.

“Itwas a migrating situation
-- we adapted as it developed,”
he said. “I'm the only person
that stayed put. We had to
plan far enough ahead to get
ahead of the fire. We stopped
it with a fire guard on Sunday
night.

“I had to make 2-second
decisions; there was no other
way, so if people saw bulldoz-
ers in their backyard it was a
decision to improve the chanc-
es of saving barns, mowers,
and homes,” he said.

Lee credits his family with
saving him countless hours of
research and leg work to find
the right locations to relocate
equipment pouring into down-
town Matador. He would an-
nounce a location to Van and
Rob Francis and Ronnie and
Don Cox, and then they would
lead the equipment to the
right location. “It takes know-
how and a familiarity with the
county,” Jones said.

Agencies involved were Tx-
DOT, Texas Forrest Service,
DPS, and Motley, Floyd, and
Cottle counties; “and many
private citizens had resources
like dozers and water trucks,”
he said. Our neighbors came to
the rescue, Jones said. All the
surrounding towns sent law
enforcement, equipment, and
volunteers. In addition to Floyd
and Cottle, other resources from
Flomot, Dougherty, Dickens,
Spur, Crosbyton, Turkey, Qui-
taque, Lockney, Plainview, and
Lubbock invaded the city to
help.

Equipment included 10 bull-
dozers (five of those were from
TxDOT); and 19 maintainers
(TxDOT had 12); four county
maintainers; plus three pri-
vate citizens that cut the rough
guard, Jones said.

Global Front Line Solutions
were in the county working with
the Matador Ranch on a con-
trolled burn. These were expe-
rienced fire fighters that lent a
hand, Jones said. Then on Mon-
day, “we had Strike Team 10
from Marble Falls that came in.
They patrolled the guards; and
it was the first time my guys had
had any rest — most had been
running for 30 straight hours,

some up to 45 hours. I sent my
guys home, but they came back
to work at 6:00 a.m. the next
morning, Jones said proudly.

An unnatural wind and
narrow escape

Linda Roy, the El Matador
Hunting Lodge Manager, stood
firm in her domain — watching
the smoke from the west porch
of the lodge. Her mother was
calling on the scanner, encour-
aging her to evacuate, but she
felt safe. She minimized the
danger, she said, because there
was smoke but no flames. She
turned off the air conditioners,
moved her car to the east side
of the lodge, and watched and
waited.

Then suddenly, she said, it
hit: “I didn’t think it was that
close when actually, it was ev-
erywhere,” Roy said. “The first
indication that the fire was close
was an unnatural wind that blew

shrapnel-like debris on the west
windows. This is the firestorm
ahead of the fire,” she explained.
The wind hit and the prairie ex-
ploded in fire.

Matador Ranch  hands
Deanna and Tim Washington
showed up, instructing her to
leave everything and escape. “As
I was pulling out, I looked over
my right shoulder, and the fire
was racing toward headquar-
ters,” she said.

The Washington’s were cut-
ting fences to let horses and
cattle escape, just as the fire-
fighters arrived. They turned on
the sprinkler system at the lodge
while maintainers were cutting
fire guards. The firepit shack
on the west side of the lodge
burned, while a propane tank
sitting dangerously close re-
mained intact. The fast-moving
fire swept over the tank and
raced to the historic head-
quarters, Roy said.

continued on page 6

——

Fire Chief Lee Jones and Assistant Fire Chiet Craig Turner
were on the first scouting teams to 911 calls that set in
motion one of the largest fire response efforts in Motley

County history.
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Community, Diversity;, Art
When you have history, you have pride.

By Larry Vogt

Someone asked me what
price the gasoline would have
to be to make me change my
lifestyle. I had always used
the $4.50 figure in the past
and so that is what I said. 1
had based my figure on the
fact that the gasoline would be
available but then I remem-
bered the 1973 oil embargo
and should have said that
when the gas is available we
will sit in line, pay the price,
or stay home.

That conversation took
place before the unrest in Lib-
ya and the consequent rises in
fuel at the local pumps. Now
we are all faced with “lifestyle”
changes. That $4.50 price
seems just around the corner
and may continue to rise past
that. Idon’t even have a horse
or a bicycle to fall back on. A

quick search on the Internet
reveals that electric vehicle
research and development is
in full swing. There are hy-
brid cars and trucks, all elec-
tric cars, scooters, bicycles,
ATVs, small trucks, and big-
ger trucks.

Problem for most of us is
price. That Chevy Voltis a hy-
brid that seems to fill the bill
for efficiency and smart tech-
nology but it costs more than
all comparable sized gas pow-
ered sedans, even with the tax
perks. Is the selling price of
a vehicle like that going to be
within the range of the aver-
age driver before the gas gets
to be $6.00 per gallon? Tune
in next week/month/year for
the answer to that one. Mean-
while, we will have to adjust,
make fewer trips, and pay at
the pump whatever the price.

The idea of an electric bi-
cycle seems silly but maybe
the idea has merit. The kit
to convert an existing bike
into a rechargeable vehicle
seems priced to compete and
maybe some younger folks
could do that in a pinch. Any-
one who lives more than ten
miles from the grocery store
and has no public transporta-
tion handy could be in a bind.
Maybe I should start looking
for a horse.
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Firestorm engulfs emotions

Rumors flew faster than the fire that
started on Sunday afternoon in a ditch off
Highway 62/70. My daughter Christy called
from Houston because she'd read on Face-
book that our house had burned down. Oth-
ers called my sister-in-law, Lou Burleson, to
tell her that they’'d heard Jim’s house had
burned or the asphalt plant had caused the
fire or it had started from the electrical lines
hitting together or someone had dropped a
cigarette at the rest stop.

The truth (as I know it) is that around
2:30 or 3:00 p.m. Jill and Larry Jones saw
a fire, cause undetermined, in the ditch on
the north side of the highway and called it in
to 911. The west wind jumped it across the
road to the Campbell’s as it continued out-
side the fireguard on Mott Creek Ranch side
until it reached the top of the hill going east.

Terry Fincher and I had been working
down in the creek all day, planting cotton-
wood poles for turkey habitat. It was about
4:30 p.m. when we came to the house and
Terry started home to Floydada. I picked
up a cell phone message from Ronald Clay.
Straight to the point, he said, “There’s a
fire west of Matador. Marisue, are you all
right?”

I didn'’t take time to answer the call but
called my son Jim’s house to alert them. Jay
said he couldn’t see any smoke, the sand was
blowing too hard, he said. As I started up
the hill to our entrance, I met Terry Fincher
coming back because he had seen the smoke
and flames coming over the hill above our
gate. “We've got to move the Excavator. It’s
in direct line of fire,” he said.

I borrowed Fincher’s cell phone and
called Jim’s house again and Neal listened
as I said, “There’s a fire on the ranch. You
need to look out and see where it is and then
you need to make a plan and go north if you
have to. You may have to evacuate..” At that
word Neal hung up and I hoped he was off
and running,.

Fincher started the big trackhoe and
slowly pulled out of the direct line of fire
as I pointed my compact pickup across the
pasture that was freshly grubbed and full of
pockets of holes and clods.

“Are you ready to run for your life if you
have to?” I asked, wondering about my
good judgment in trying to cross such rough
ground with small tires. I determined to
abandon the fuel tank not wanting to be
pulling it if I got stuck or the flames overtook

by Marisue Potts

The Excavator crawled across the pasture
and Fincher parked it on a gravel road be-
tween two caliche hills. We watched as the
flames on either side of the highway were
pushed by high west winds and waited for
an explosion or flare up from the fuel tank.
The flames raced on leaving a burning fire
line on both sides of the road. The fire line
continued to eat our way and eventually we
moved the Excavator to the asphalt plant
and gravel staging area where it was safe.

Meantime, unknown to us, Jim had sized
up the situation and gone to get his tractor
with a blade. However, first he had to change
the big back tire on the 1960’s Massey Fergu-
son before he headed off to blade a fire break
between his house and the fire on the ridge.
The old tractor didn’t have gauges that work
and he soon ran out of fuel so he sprinted
down the rugged terrain to his shop, got his
pickup and fuel tanks and started for Mott
Camp where we had diesel. When he got
back, a motorgrader had followed his lead
and was blading a firebreak west to east,
parallel to the fire that was creeping north
through our Bull Cod Pastures.

Our neighbors on the west, Albert and
Gwen Thrasher, showed up when the fire
was jumping across our entrance road and
the smoke was so dense we couldn’t see
down the gravel road. The Thrashers offered
their help, Gwen was already praying might-
ily. Albert went to get their heavy equipment
to bring it across from their gravel pit to the
fire line and like the cavalry the Thrashers
showed up just in time to help widen and
push new fire guards as the fire continued to
push north toward Duininck’s asphalt and
gravel plant.

Then, before the fire guards were tested,
the wind shifted, blowing from the north
to the south. The pressure on our ranch
was lessened, but the fire fighters faced a
new long front to fight as flames devoured
the dry grass on the south side of the high-
way. From different hilltop positions we
watched the flames, helpless and out of
communication to even know what was
happening elsewhere. About 12 a.m. we
drove down the highway and there was a
line of flames on both sides of the highway
from our place all the way to Matador. It
looked like the world was burning up with
no end in sight.

About dawn the next morning, February

28, I drove the 12 miles to Matador feeling
like I was in a war zone. Devastation on both
sides of the highway was complete, except
for an occasional clump of grass or cedars
burned half-way up. It appeared as the fire
traveled it got hotter and burned more com-
pletely. I stopped at Chillerz where the Dick-
ens fire truck was refueling. My friends from
Dickens, Will and Matt Humphreys, were
getting a bite to drink and eat before going
back out on the line. They were weary from
being up all night, Will's eyes were ringed
with soot, and his long tall frame sagged
with exhaustion.

“We were at the Matador Ranch Lodge,”
he said, “when the fire storm came over.
We couldn’t see anything and we couldn'’t
breathe. I didn’t know if we were going to get
out of it.” But the rolling flames parted and
went around the new hunters’ lodge burn-
ing only the outdoor barbeque patio. Will,
Matt, and the other volunteer fire fighters
who had only the protection of their coats
pulled over their heads and the water they
could spray on themselves were brave be-
yond words and so lucky.

When I heard his story, I was so emo-
tional, so touched. Here were these boys
and others who put their lives on the line for
the people and property of Motley County,
a place they have no stake in, but they came
to help us.

Our neighbors, Albert and Gwen Thrash-
er and their sons, who put themselves and
their equipment in harm’s way, and Wes
Campbell, who was directing the Dough-
erty fire fighters, undermanned and unde-
requipped but never short on Moxy or de-
termination, were also there when needed.

On Monday the wind shifted again and
our ranch was threatened from another
side, the east. Jim was widening the gravel
road but flames were licking right up to the
fire guard. Again, help arrived just in time
from a Floyd County motorgrader. The op-
erator bladed right in front of the flames,
throwing up a line of dirt to contain the new
assault. Then he headed for Hamilton’s fire
to the northeast of us and soon it too was
contained.

There are many ways to serve your coun-
try, and I believe these volunteers, like our
military warriors, have chosen to unselfishly
serve others. What a tribute to America.
What a blessing to Motley County. Thank
you, friends.

A Different Kind of Heroes

by Dinah Young
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Since the fires, there has
been lots of talk about heroes
~~ and there were many ~~ I
have been reminded of a dif-
ferent kind of heroes. Speak-
ing to a friend of mine who
lives at Hackberry Care Cen-
ter, I was very moved hearing
her story of how the evacua-
tion went during the fires that
surrounded Matador.  She
spoke so highly of the person-
nel there ~~ telling how each
resident was treated with the
utmost care and respect. What
could have been a traumatic,
messy episode turned into a
pleasant adventure.

I also spoke with the interim
administrator, Jan Schow,
who said it was indeed an
amazing experience. She has
worked in many facilities and
says she has never seen such
professional care given to the
folks in a care center. Because
of her dedication, she and her
husband were driving from
Abilene heading to Paducah to
meet the Hackberry residents,
and came upon what looked
like a parade with the sheriff in
front, lights flashing, heading
up the procession of two vans
full of our sweet elders, then
30 cars behind them with staff,
friends, and family.

Mildred said Diane, Seab,
and Theresa Washington
helped to load the residents
~~ reassuring them every-
thing would be all right. She
also said there was no fussing
or complaining even in all that
wind and smoke. “Old folks

can be pretty nice!” Mildred
said with a smile. As usual,
the Washington’s put in an
enormous effort to see that
everyone was comfortable.
Diane also called every resi-
dent’s family to let them know
they were safe and being cared
for. Jan Schow said this freed
up her time to do other neces-
sary work and was very grate-
ful. They loaded up the vans
at 5 PM Sunday, so no one
had been able to eat. The cen-
ter provided sandwiches and
drinks for the two vans.

When the first van arrived
at Paducah ~~ familiar faces
were there to greet them. Sev-
eral had worked at Hackberry
and knew the residents. Vol-
unteers helped our Care Cen-
ter’s staff to get the folks set-
tled in. They were unloaded
with their charts and meds and
made to feel at home. The next
van with 11 residents were tak-
en to Childress and our staff
and their’s again unloaded and
helped the folks settle in for
the night. As the administra-
tor put it “the staff at Hack-
berry went above and beyond
the call of duty to see that all
residents were given the best
of care”.

Jan also said “the bottom
line is, they couldn’t have done
what they did without the fire-
men!” Our community is so
blessed to have such dedicated
men and women to show up in
time of crisis. They are indeed
heroes. Someone said many of
them were up 56 hours fighting

these fires to assure our safety. ﬂ

Fox News called Matador “The are eCtzon
luckiest town on earth”. I said @L’ ja Russell Roy,
to my husband ~~ that was

not luck. It was God looking Matador Ranch
after the town of Matador and Lodge Ma‘nager.

those brave fire fighters. Driv-
ing there Tuesday morning ~~
signs of fire encircling the en-
tire town tells quite a story of
the miracle in Matador.

The Hackberry staff had
foremost in their minds the
safe keeping and well being of
their residents. Mildred said
Monday when they were load-
ed in the van to return home to
Matador, there was a jubilant
feeling. Music was playing for
the residents and many were
singing. By 3:30 PM everyone
was in house and settled back
in.

Folks, we are so blessed to
have a care center like this in
our community. Perhaps all
of us should be praying for the
staff and residents and encour-
aging them when we see them.
It takes a special kind of per-
son to do this work. One of the
therapist told me the center is
really doing well and wished
she wouldn't hear false reports
and gossip. As she put it “If
we'll leave them alone, they
will do their job and do it well”.

| hope this article will make
people think about what a pro-
fessional and caring place we
have there in Matador ~~ and
thank God for the staff and res-
idents, the board and volun-
teers ~~ all heroes in my book.

Hurrah for Hackberry!

Smoke and dust obscured
the flames, but I was startled
by a sudden unnatural wind
pelting shrapnel against the
window.

Mom had twice called tell-
ing me to leave the lodge. Cu-
riosity and stubbornness bid
me stay just a little bit longer.

One minute fire was not
there; the next minute fire
was everywhere. It was as if
the dry winter grass behind
the lodge spontaneously com-
busted. Energized not only
by the driving winds, but also
by a gale of its own making-
-a force foreign to my experi-
ence. No wonder creatures
of the field are caught in its
clutches, lulled by my self-
same naive reluctance and
wonder. How do you escape
spontaneous?

My advantage was the shel-
ter of a wall and the quick rev
of a Volkswagen engine to
spirit a quick escape.

Experiencing wildfires
leaves you breathless but wis-
er and opens new landscapes
of contemplation.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

The Roaring Springs Com-
munity Volunteers met on
Thursday evening for the pur-
pose of planning an apprecia-
tion supper for everyone who
volunteered to help contain
the fires in the county on Sun-
day, February 17, 2011.

A date was set for this at the
Roaring Springs Community
Center on Tuesday evening,
March 22, from 6:00 p.m. un-
til 8:00 p.m. We will be pre-
paring seven briskets and all
the trimmings.

This is not a fundraiser but
a “Thank You” from the people
of Roaring Springs for those
who fought the fires and their
families. Invitations will be
sent to other fire departments,
ranchers, farmers, cowboys,
and all those who came to our

aid: TXDOT, Motley County
road crews, those who provid-
ed water, vehicle fuel, tractors,
graders, dozers and all those
who provided any help. If you
fail to get a written invitation
consider this your invitation.
It will be difficult to compile a
complete list.

Anyone who didn’t help the
fires but would like to come
out to express their thanks,
make a donation, provide des-
serts or help with the serving
will be welcome.

There will be a notice in the
Motley County Tribune next
week as a reminder of this
event. We are looking forward
serving a large number of vol-
unteer firefighters and their
families. Ya'll come!

Respectfully,
Corky Marshall
Mayor of Roaring Springs

county workers, the TXDOT crew, our local law enforcement,
neighbors and friends who battled the wildfires Sunday. Your quick
response and hard work saved our homes and our community an

e are extremely grateful. Also, a special thanks to the many area

re fighters who came to our aid. What a great, caring place to live.
any God bless each of you.
Sincerely Roy and Joanie Stephens

much appreciated.

“ Wayland and Betty Moore

did to save my home.

God bless you all.

Marion Woodruff

= Computer Repair
™ Complete Services

Thank You
We want to thank everyone, who contributed in
ianyway, for protecting ou home and property
during the recent wildfire. Your efforts were very

We would like to thank each one of the firemen,
neighbors, and friends for their help and dedication to
putting out the fire that threatened our home. Without
your help we would have lost our home. I would like to
thank each one by name but there were so many that I
would not want to leave out anyone’s name. Please know
that I am so very grateful to you all for anything that you

We would also like to thank the volunteers that
make up our Fire Dept. for your constant vigil over this
county. You have worked and trained thru the years to
protect this community and it showed. You have worked
and trained thru the years to protect this community and
it showed. You had the near impossible to do in protecting
the town and rural homes and you were successful. We are
deeply grateful by your sacrifices and dedication.

Thank you to all the different Fire Depts. that
came to the support our firemen, some of which came
long distances to help in this tremendous fire. We do
appreciate your efforts and sacrifices to come to help us.
We had all kinds of extra law enforcement as well as Tx-
Dot maintainers and firemen aiding in this effort. WE are
thankful to each and every one of you for your help. May

Travis and Lou Ann Jameson

= —

M (all Keith Smith

806-492-3350 806-269-9617

‘' Main Street €afe

1 Pies Now Available |
1 Tues & Wed 6am-3pm
( Thurs Fri Sat 6am-9pm,

347-2115 i

Don & Lou Wittler
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Roaring Springs Lions Matador Grand Prix

Club meets

By Corky Marshall,
Secretary

The Roaring Springs Lions
Club met Thursday, March 3,
2011, at the Windmill Café.
There were 13 members and
two guests present.

County Judge Jim Meador
spoke about the wildfires at
Roaring Springs and at Mata-
dor. He told us about the many
people who were involved in
fighting the fire. Many were lo-
cal people, our Roaring Springs
Fire Department, the Matador
Fire Department as well as fire
departments that came from

other counties to help contain
the fires and saved the towns
of Roaring Springs and Mata-
dor and the historic Matador
Ranch house and property.

The RS Lions Club
participated in distributing 21
boxes of groceries from the
Lubbock Food Bank. Forty-two
flags were distributed to honor
our presidents on President’s
day. Eight of our members
went to Hackberry Creek Care
Center and played bingo with
nine residents. Everyone won
some quarters of the $35.00
in quarters the Lions Club fur-
nished.

Wake up Wednesday mornings to the
MOTLEY COUNTY TRIBUNE
Email Subscriptions Now Available $25

Send us your email address
and we’ll email you a PDF
of the Motley County Tribune
free for three months!

Hackberry Friends
are requesting do-
nations of brown-
ies, cookies and
other easy-to-eat
goodies for the
sixth annual con-
cession stand at
the Boondockers
race. Goodies are
needed by Sunday;,
March 20. Please
Shane
Jones or Dianne
Washington

more information.

contact

for

set for March 19-20

By Dianne Washington
Motley County Tribune

The West Texas Boondock-
ers will host the sixth Annual
Matador Grand Prix Saturday
and Sunday, March 19-20,
2011.

New for 2011 are a Sat-
urday afternoon race and a
fundraiser spaghetti supper.
The spaghetti supper is a joint
fundraiser for Motley County
Senior Citizens and Hackber-
ry Friends. The supper will
be held at the Motley County
Senior Citizens building be-
ginning at 6:00 p.m. Satur-
day March 19. Everyone is
invited to come out and enjoy
spaghetti, salad, garlic bread
and dessert.

Various organizations and
businesses will have food
concessions all day Sunday.
The Motley County Senior

Citizens will serve smoked
brisket sandwiches, rodeo
wraps, and various sweets in
the Senior Citizens building.

The Catholic Church will be
selling Frito pies and nachos
on the north side of New to
You. Hackberry Care Cen-
ter will be selling mesquite
grilled hamburgers, chips,
and various sweets for the
sixth year on the north side of
the courthouse square.

If other organizations or
businesses plan to have food
booths or any other type of
booth please contact Dianne
Washington at 806-347-2636
or 269-1388 or Shane Jones
at 347-2820 by Saturday af-
ternoon March 12 to be in-
cluded in the newspaper ar-
ticle. To be included on the
flyers all information must
be received by noon Tuesday,
March 15.

Lighthouse to Award Scholarship
and Trip to Washington, D.C.
to Two Area Students

Again in 2011, for the 47th
consecutive year, Lighthouse
Electric Cooperative will spon-
sor two area high school stu-
dents on the all-expense paid
Government-in-Action Youth
Tour to Washington, D.C. This
year’s tour is scheduled for June
9 to June 17. The winners will
also receive a $500 Lighthouse
Youth Tour Scholarship

As participants in the Youth
Tour, the local students will join
other winners from across the
state to travel by air to Washing-
ton where they will spend seven
days touring places of historical
interest, visiting members of
Congress, and getting a first-
hand view of their government
in action.

The two winners will be se-
lected from participants in the
co-op’s Youth Tour Speech
Contest to be held March 10.
Participants will be required to
appear before an independent

MONTHLY ON-LINE

EQUIPMENT AUCTION

CUniled

ountrL
Alliance

Auction 8 Realty

ENDING THE 3RD THURSDAY OF

EVERY MONTH

Consignments Wanted: Farm Equipment, Heavy Equipment,
Trucks, Trailers, Vehicles, ATV's & Implements

NO MORE HAULING YOUR EQUIPMENT AROUND!

806.553.1960
ALLIANCEAUCTIONEERS.COM
ic#1350

£y

panel of judges to present their
speech and answer questions
relevant to the Youth Tour and
electric cooperatives.  Win-
ners are chosen based on their
knowledge, speaking ability, ap-
pearance and poise.

Over the past 46 years, Light-
house has sponsored 96 area
students on the tour. Winners
in recent years have been:

2002, Skyler Cornelius of
Floydada, Jalee Dietrich of
Lockney, and Cydni Waldon of
Turkey

2003, Addie Foster of Lock-
ney and- Spencer Schacht of
Floydada

2004, Kami Keaton and Jana
Miller of Lockney and Kittie
Campbell of Matador

2005, Rebekah Thornton of
Plainview and Daniel Houchin

of Petersburg

2006, Krista Rasco of Lock-
ney and Maddie Ramsey of Qui-
taque

2007, Josh Fowler of Plain-
view and Britnee Brotherton of
Floydada

2008, Leah Ford of Lockney
and J.C. Simpson of Floydada

2009, Daryn McCarter of
Lockney and Lauren Young of
Quitaque

2010, Jonathan Ramirez of
Petersburg and Luis Trujillo*
of Plainview* won scholarship,
was unable to attend trip

For information on enter-
ing the contest, contact Larry
Ogden at Lighthouse Electric
Cooperative, (806) 983-2814,
1-800-657-7192, or e-mail lar-
ryo@lighthouse.coop.

806-269-1044
Full Hook-ups Available

Mini Storage Rooms for Rent

Golf Cart Sales and Repairs

Ken’s RV Park & Mini Storage
Matador and Roaring Springs

1]

806-347-2455

Visit Us On The Web @ ArvisDavisChevy.com

ARVIS DAVIS

CHEVROLET

Paducah, TX

2008 Chevy 2500HD
Duramax
Ext Cab Long Bed 4X4 LT
28000 miles Local one
owner trade

2008 Chevy Suburban
Low Miles Local Trade
Loaded with options

2010 Program Equinoxs
1 white, 1 silver, one black
all low miles
30 plus MPG on highway

2008 Chevy HHR
Black 50000 miles
One Owner

2010 Tahoe
Shear Silver 22000 miles
Leather Program car

2009 Ford Super Crew
Powerstroke 6.4 Diesel
46000 miles
One owner

2010 Program Malibus
4 in stock
12000 miles
Full Factory Warranty

2008 Jeep Wrangler
4x4 Hard and Soft Top
46000 miles
One Owner

806-492-3663
800-783-3607

Hours:

8:30 am-6:00 pm

MONDAY thru SATURDAY

\$

to build you up...”

OVERWHELMED?

Usually it is our busy schedules. Our lives have become so
crowded that there is little time for spiritual development.

It is so easy to give in to complacency regarding a time
set aside for regular reading and study of the Word of God.
The Bible tells us “faith comes by hearing the word of God.”
It seems then from that verse in Romans 10 that we ignore
the Holy Scriptures at our own peril. It is difficult to live
very well without the guiding principles of the word of God.
“Overwhelmed” becomes our reality.

We need time to interact with the Word and therefore
gain the faith to enable us to live the lifestyle that Jesus
set before us. The Apostle Paul wrote in Acts 20:32, “I
commend to God and the word of His grace which is able
We need the word of God in our lives
and on a regular basis. With it comes the relief from that
terrible feeling of being overwhelmed. For we can ..."do all
things through Christ which strengthens me.”

Roaring Springs Church of Christ

Michael G. Crowley, Sr.
BIBLE STUDY 10:00 a.m. Worship 9:00 a.m.

There are times when all
of us feel overwhelmed. It
is no wonder with all that
goes on in our lives. There
may even be times when we
feel defeated and spiritually
discouraged. It is in these
moments that we are at our
weakest in our walk with Je-
sus. What's the problem?
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NEWS AROUND MOTLEY COUNTY

Roaring Springs News
By Monta Marshall

Flomot News '

By Earlyne Jameson

Matador News

On a personal note

Bookkeeping and taking
care of farm business with
bright spots of bird watching
have been my occupation this
past week. At least the bird
watching doesn’t put more
strain on my brain! I have
seen birds that I don’t see in
the summer; I guess they are
just passing through. Today I
saw a different species of finch
than I most often see. We've
had a robin visit our feeder
for several weeks, even dur-
ing the extreme cold weather.
The robins are still here for I
hear a ‘cheer-up’ pretty often.
A red-winged blackbird was
another bird which stopped
briefly for water food and rest.

Bill Manney reported the
other day that he had seen a
purple martin scout. It seems
too early but last year they
weren’t right on schedule ei-
ther. Usually we see them
first a little later. Some years
we have noticed the ones who
nest here nearly always arrive
by March 21 or 22; since we
don’t watch birds all the time
they may have arrived and we
didn’t happen to see them.
Corky cleaned out the purple
martin house the first warm
day after the cold spell; we are
ready for bird renters!

RSCV planning “thank
you” celebration for fire-
fighters and volunteers

The Roaring Springs Com-
munity Volunteers need help
listing as many of the people
helping control the fires as
possible. They plan to send
out invitations to all who
helped. It will likely be dif-
ficult to get a complete list.
If you know of anyone who
helped or if you, yourself
helped, please let someone
know. I believe I heard that
some women brought snacks
and refreshments to give the
firemen a boost. I am on the
invitation committee as well
as Deanette Gulledge. My

Floral

(loral seeds
Tues -Fai 9-3

" $4t F-soomn
MMW&&W

806.347.2017
800.915.4559

Serving Motley County
Since 1995

phone number is 348-7000,
the Windmill Café number is
348-7256. We would like to
have each and every name.

In the community

J. T. Swim would like for
his friends to know that he
now has a phone at Hackberry
Creek Care Center where he
is taking some re-hab treat-
ments following his recent
hospital stay. His number is
347-2648. He would appreci-
ate calls and visits.

J. N. Fletcher hosted the
Roaring Springs Commu-
nity Volunteers at his home
to plan an appreciation din-
ner for the wildfire fighters.
Those attending were: Jo
and Walter Trammell, Zella
Palmer, Deanette Gulledge,
Don Stuckey, Alex Crowder,
Corky and Monta Marshall,
Pearl Patten.

Lorene Jordan was able to
be at church on Sunday. She
is taking chemo treatments at
home.

Don Moore of Wellington,
Texas, filled the pulpit on
Sunday at the First Baptist
Church. He was accompanied
by his wife, Linda.

Norman Frede of Houston
hosted a dinner for some of
the Matador Ranch personnel
week before last at the Travel-
ers Inn.

Anna Buckner and baby,
Tyler visited the Daniell’s last
week. She came on Monday
and stayed until Thursday.
They are doing well.

Devonne Dillard had word
today that both her nephew
as well as her nephew-in-law
are now under hospice care.
Ronald Carpenter, the son of
the late J.M. Carpenter and
Janelle Brooks Carpenter
has been very ill and is now
requiring help from hospice.
She didn’t know as much
about her niece’s husband,
Harry, only that he had been
placed under their care also.

Overheard
A good friend who

has lived in Motley County for
many years said she did know
half the residents or their
names living here now, so she
just calls everyone

“ Honey” and lets it go at
that.

Community News

Visitors in the home of
Donnie Rogers Sunday night
were Bobby and Margaret
Edwards, Lonnie Payne, Kyle
McWilliams and Bobby Mec-
Williams of Quitaque and his
houseguest, daughter, Natalie
Rogers of Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia.

Trent, Trevor, Tylee Barclay
of Matador visited the week-
end with grandparents, Jerry
and Sandra Barclay.

Justin Calvert and daugh-
ter, Betty of Dumas visited the
weekend with his grandmoth-
er, Mrs. Mary Jo Calvert and
uncle, Glen Calvert.

Donnie Rogers accompa-
nied his mother, Mrs. B. Rog-
ers to Lockney, Tuesday for a
medical appointment.

Visiting the weekend with
Jack and Nada Starkey were
daughter, Mrs. Jackie Lynn
Davis and son, Michael Davis
of Fritch.

Orville Lee was in Lubbock,
Monday for medical tests. His
wife, Ruth Lee had a medical
appointment in Plainview,
Monday.

Mrs. Judy Renfro of Mata-
dor visited Sunday afternoon
with her aunt, Mary Ellen
“Dude” Barton.

Doris and Roger Vinson
visited in Lubbock Sunday
with 'son and family, Dana
and Crystal Vinson, Allyson,
Christopher and Elise. They
celebrated the 3rd birthday of
Christopher with all the trim-
mings.

Wilburn Martin attended to
business in Plainview Tues-
day.

Everett Shorter was admit-
ted to the Mangold Hospital
in Lockney Thursday where at
news time he was still hospi-
talized. Visiting him is his sis-
ter, Mrs. Elsie Beard of Dallas.
She is also visiting Kathy and
Clois Shorter.

We would like to thank the Roaring Springs and Matador |
fire department for saving our home and animals from be-
ing destroyed by fire Sunday. Thanks to Craig Turner and
the others for telling us it was close to our house. Thanks

to Russell Alexander and Dean Osborn for cutting a fire
guard around our house several weeks ago. Thanks to all
the crews that worked so hard to fight all the fires in Motley

County.
Thanks,

that day.

Thank You

We want to thank all who were involved for working so
diligently to contain and extinguish the fire at the Moore
Place. We appreciate each of you so much and are greatly

indebted to you for all your many hours of service. How
blessed we are to live in Motley County. You are the best.

Kenny and Olivia Barton

|

“Let’s all pray for steady spring rains to
open the dormant seeds and bring sum

mer flowers and fresh tender grass for th

cattle in Motley County.”

This Week’s Local Forecast

- Jan Hamilton

Thank You

The City of Matador would like to take this opportunity to
thank the many organizations and individuals that helped
save the town and the citizens of the City of Matador. The
efforts by all involved were awesome to see. We were truly
blessed by the hand of God protecting our community

ll Yancy, Daphne and Parker Meredith

Sunday Bible Class - 10:00 a.m.

New Hackberry Creek Care Center resident, J. T. Swim,
formerly of Roaring Springs, would appreciate visits or
phone calls. His number is 347-2648.

Fire hazard alerts in
Motley County

Dry conditions in Febru-
ary put Motley County under
a fire hazard all month and it
materialized Sunday, Febru-
ary 27, 2011, burning thou-
sands of acres and grassland.

The temperatures had dras-
tic changes. The first week in
February entered with sub
freezing temperatures, an
arctic front and extremely low
wind chill factors made its
exit February 28, 2011, with a
mild wind and temperature of
71 degrees!

Winter wheat is in poor

condition and maturity levels
were minimal. Ragland not
burned is in fair condition.
Cattle are in good condition
and supplement feeding con-
tinues.

Motley County National
Service Volunteers registered
the total moisture for Febru-
ary: Buzz Thacker, Roaring
Springs, 0.38; Ronnie Bailey,
Matador, 0.50; Lawrence Al-
len, Whiteflat, 0.60; Clois
Shorter, Flomot, 0.59; and
Betty Simpson, Northfield,
0.52

Member recalls
treasured keepsakes
memories at Do
Gooders Club meeting

Mrs. Waydetta Clay re-
called memories of treasured
keepsakes she had on display
at the Do Gooders’ Club Tues-
day afternoon March 1, 2011.

She was hostess at the
club meeting and presided
at a table laid with a beauti-
ful pieced feed sack quilt her
mother, the late Mrs. Opal
Marin had closely stitched.
Crocheted and ceramic angels
centered the table that friends
had given her. A miniature
lighthouse and a large porce-
lain pan used for canning that
had been in her family as far
back as she could remember

Meredith Family.

wrar: SPRING GOSPEL MEETING

WHERE: Matador Church of Christ
Matador, Texas

Thank You

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the Roar-
ing Springs and Matador Fire Departments for Saving
our Property and Equipment. Also we want to thank Don
Whitaker for all his help. Once again thank you from the

was placed on the table. She
served refreshments of crack-
ers and assorted dips, apricot
cake, fruit punch and coffee.

Waydetta conducted the
short business session. Mrs.
Anna Beth Clay read the min-
utes that were approved. They
then quilted on the club’s
Homecoming and Bazaar
quilt.

Those attending were Mes-
dames Nada Starkey, Barbara
Payne, Erma Washington,
Kathy Shorter, Waydetta
Clay, Anna Beth Clay, Mary
Jo Calvert and Cora Gail
Johnson.

WITH: Carroll Sites, Evangelist of Higdon, Arkansas, in a Series of Biblical. Lessons

WHEN: Sunday, March 20th through Wednesday, March 23rd
“God’s Life Line to Man”

Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m. “Expressions of the Heart”

Please stay and enjoy a potluck meal with us following the morning worship service
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Motley County Tribune
806-347-2400

Sunday Evening Worship - 6:00 p.m. “Expanding our Faith”

Weather Trivia

Can weather satellites be used )

to study insects? [e]

Monday Evening - 7:00 p.m. “Man’s Life Line to God”

central and Ly
reported new record high temperatures for
the date. The high of 85
Hanksville, Utah was a record for March,
and Pueblo, Colo.,
record of 86 degrees

Tuesday Evening - 7:00 p.m. “Take Time to Be Holy”

degrees at
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Wednesday Evening - 7:00 p.m. “Spiritual Success”

equaled their March

Matador Motor and Implement
806-347-2422

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU!
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Notes from

Extra, Extra, Extra-Or-
dinary News! The Motley
County Library has been
awarded the J. Frank Do-
bie Trust Award. A $10,000
grant to purchase new books!
This award focuses on public
libraries which serve a popu-
lation of less than 20,000,
are open at least 20 hours a
week, are not only in need of
funding, but also the extent of
community support for the lo-
cal library. And we definitely
have great community sup-
port behind us. The funds
will be presented to 4 librar-
ies, out of 15 that applied for
the grant, during the Texas
Library Association (TLA)
Conference scheduled for
April 13, 2011 in Austin. Our
excitement and gratitude for
this wonderful honor is more
than we can express to James
B. Stewart, Chairman of the
J. Frank Dobie Library Trust
and his fellow committee
members, Marty Taylor and
Sarah Widener.

And yes, we received an-
other shipment of new books.
This week’s features are: Da-
vid Ellis’ Breach of Trust
where trust is a foreign word
and corruption is second na-
ture to the highest levels of
power. Lisa Jackson and
Nancy Bush are co-authors
on Wicked Lies, an edge-
of-your-seat thriller with an
escaped, crazed killer con-
tinuing his terrifying mission
begun decades ago. And talk
about thrillers, Clive Cussler’s
new book The Jungle will

By Mary Ann Potts

the Library

definitely take you on a trip
through a unique kind of
jungle, which may lead to the
greatest threat against U.S.
security ever known. For a
softer read about love, faith
and facing an uncertain fu-
ture, there’s Tracie Peter-
son’s Hearts Aglow, Book
2 from the Striking a Match
series. Remember, if a newly
released book is checked out,
just request a hold and we'll
call you as soon as it’s re-
turned.

We still have seats available
in our upcoming computer
classes scheduled for March
21, 22 & 23, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. in the Library Annex. So
far, Basic Computer, Basic In-
ternet and Basic E-mail are
the classes in demand. How-
ever, Larry Walden - DLC
Trainer, will conduct a class
in On Line Job Search and
On Line Job Application in a
centralized location if there’s
enough interest to schedule
those classes. Please call 806-
347-2717, e-mail: motleycoun-
tylibrary@yahoo.com, or stop
by the library to sign up.

And while you're signing up
for computer classes at the li-
brary, you can check out our
new look. We are still in the
process of reconnecting and
reorganizing but would love
for everyone to stop in and ad-
mire our new entry way and
carpet. Again, this is courtesy
of the Thomas Kinder and
Martha W. Farris Foundation
in Floydada.

Congratulations Motley
County Library on being
awarded the J. Frank Dobie

Trust Award of $10,000
to purchase new books!

Thank You

On behalf of Motley County I would like to extend a Thank
You to everyone who helped in any way with the fires on
February 27, 2011, that blew through our county. Thanks
to all the individuals who used their personnal equipment

to help fight the fires, all the volunteer services that came
from near and far, the state agencies, and the commission-
ers and road hands. Without all the help from everyone
pitching in, Matador and Roaring Springs would have suf-
fered more loss than we did. We are truly grateful!

udge Jim Meador

County

Adent’s News

Wildfire Victim Donations

In light of the recent wildfires
that swept across Motley Coun-
ty, a staging area has been set
up at Matador Motor for people
wanting to donate hay, feed or
fencing supplies to ranchers
that were affected by the wild-
fires. At this time, we have re-
ceived a commitment of over
200 bales of hay. If you would
like to make a donation, please
contact the Motley County Ex-
tension Office.

For area producers that were
affected by the wildfires and
need hay, please contact the
Motley County Extension Office
so we can get this hay to you.
This hay was donated for your
use and each day we receive
calls of more donations.

Cattle escaping fire
death may have
secondary injuries
AgriLife Extension:

Consult aveterinarianto
identify additionalinjuries

COLLEGE STATION Ana-
lyzing injuries to cattle following
a wildfire is important to mini-
mize losses, said Texas AgriLife
Extension Service specialists.

“It might look like they've
made it and there was no vis-
ible physical damage,” said Dr.
Floron “Buddy” Faries, AgriLife
Extension program leader for
veterinary medicine. “Howev-
er, it's important to have them
looked at by a veterinarian as
soon as possible because there
could be secondary problems
that lead to infections and fur-
ther problems.”

Health disorders such as
burned eyes, feet, udders,
sheaths and testicles, as well as
smoke inhalation with lung in-
flammation and edema, are the
most common problems, Faries
said.

Wildfires have ripped across
thousands of acres of ranch-
land, trapping cattle and caus-
ing injuries, and in some cases
death, said Ron Gill, associate
department head for animal

‘science and AgriLife Extension

livestock specialist in College
Station.

In one single wildfire area,
producers have lost more than
100 head of cattle. Other pro-
ducers are reporting secondary
problems, such as scorched or
burned cattle.

“One of the immediate prob-
lems that has to be dealt with

Dist/Div: Childress
opened on April 06,
$1,401,594.40.

NPO: 35774

Minimum
part of

against

the contract.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT until
the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING FACILITIES CONTRACT (S)

Contract 6219-18-001 for ON-CALL STRIPING in CHILDRESS County, etc will be
2011 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with bidding
proposals, and applications for the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor's list, at
the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below.
bidders must submit prequalification information to TxDOT at least 10 days
prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project.
materials may be requested from the State Office listed below.
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at www.txdot.gov and
from reproduction companies at the expense of the contractor.

State Office
Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 178704
Phone: 512-416-2540

Dist/Div Office(s)
Childress District
District Engineer
7599 U.s. 287

Childress, Texas 79201-9705

Phone: 940-937-2571

wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be
TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated
on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin.

I1f applicable,

Prequalification
Plans for the
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by Ryan Martin, /gri LIFE EXTENSION Agent

within two or three days is dam-
age to the feet and the coronary
band above the hoof,” Gill said.
“It may take 10 days to two
weeks for the damage to start
showing. The cattle will start
sloughing the hoof wall and de-
velop secondary infections and
become lame and unable or un-
willing to stand.”

The main thing AgriLife Ex-
tension is working on with vet-
erinarians is what symptoms to
look for and what actions to take
if lameness begins to appear,
Gill said.

Another major concern is for
lactating cows and the poten-
tial to develop mastitis, he said.
Damage to teats and udders
will prevent calves from nurs-
ing. Calves that survived the fire
have a higher risk of becoming
doggie calves due to the inability
to nurse or the loss of their dam.

The fires came at a very inop-
portune time for ranchers who
are beginning the calving sea-
son, said Dr. Ted McCollum,
AgriLife Extension livestock
specialist in Amarillo.

“We probably had a lot of
calves that were laying out sus-
ceptible to the fire, as fast as
it was moving across there,”
McCollum said. “They had no
place to go. Also there will be a
lot of mothers with potentially
scorched udders. The calves
that survived won't be able to
suckle the mothers who have
sore udders.”

Producers should be looking
for bawling calves to provide
replacement milk or to sell to
someone who can care for these
calyes, said Gill.

Aveterinarian should be con-
sulted to see if the animal can be
treated, Faries said. If not, deci-
sions concerning sending them
to market need to be made im-
mediately before secondary
complications develop.

Cattle that have an elevated
temperature due to second-
ary infections or cannot stand
or walk cannot be salvaged for
slaughter, Gill said. If a veteri-
narian has determined that the
prognosis for recovery is poor,
the animal should be humane-
ly euthanized and the carcass
properly disposed of.

Faries said animals that were
not evacuated and remained in
a fire danger zone, even if only
for a short time, could suffer
injuries. A fire-danger zone is
the area where the livestock risk
inhaling smoke, and changes
according to the wind direc-
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COWPOKES °

By Ace Reid

hitp //www.cowpokes.com

YOUR “HOMETOWN” BANK

“If | could sell my experiences for what they cost
me, I'd own this ranch!”

THIS FEATURE IS SPONSORED BY THE

MATADOR BRANCH

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SEYMOUR
MATADOR, TEXAS

Member FDIC

tion. Smoke can move for miles,
and cattle that are not near the
flames or heat could suffer some
injury.

Contact with burning grass,
weeds and brush causes imme-
diate burns; however, inhala-
tion of smoke causes immedi-
ate irritation to the lining of the
respiratory system, including
nasal passages, trachea and
lungs, Faries said. This can lead
to inflammation, edema and
emphysema, with the severity
determined by the duration of
inhaled smoke.

“The time it takes to cause
damage might only have to be
a few minutes with high quanti-
ties of smoke and may be hours
in low quantities of smoke,” he
said. In addition, the lining of
the eyelids and eyeballs can be
irritated and lead to secondary
infections causing additional ill-
ness or even death, Faries said.

Once the fire has passed, a
veterinarian should be con-
sulted immediately for any ani-
mals with severe burns or direct
smoke exposure. Other live-
stock should also be evaluated
for possible health disorders
and treatment or determining
if the animal can be salvaged for
slaughter or should be eutha-
nized, he said.

The prognosis for mild cases
may be good with treatment
and will be cost-effective, Faries
said.

Monitoring should continue
for weeks after the event, he
said, because of the secondary
complications that could be in-
dicated by a cough or cloudy
eyes in the animals.

“Before these secondary
complications of infection oc-
cur, immediate slaughter for
human consumption may be
the most appropriate, humane
procedure,” Faries said. “Prior
to slaughter, an ante mortem
inspection will be conducted
by veterinary meat inspectors
to determine safety and whole-
someness for human food.

Caring for Livestock
After a Disaster

When it is safe to do so, check
pens, barns, and sheds for dam-

age, and check pastures for
debris. Move animals to safe
areas.

Make sure animals have plen-
ty of feed and water. They might
also need vitamins and electro-
lytes to help them recover from
stress.

Check animals for injury and
tend to minor injuries promptly.
If possible, contact a veterinar-
ian for help with seriously in-
jured animals.

To report an animal need-
ing rescue or for help with car-
cass disposal, call your county’s
emergency management de-
partment or you county Exten-

sion office. ;

For information or guidance
on building a carcass compost-
ing pile, contact your county Ex-
tension office.

To locate hay for sale, call the
Hay and Grazing hotline of the
Texas Department of Agricul-
ture (877-429-1998). Or, go to
www.agr.state.tx.us and check
the “Links/Resources” section.

Document and report all
livestock and poultry losses im-
mediately to the county Farm
Service Agency (FSA). For the
number of you local FSA office,
call the Texas FSA at 979-680-
5151 or go to wwiw.fsa.usda.gov/
tx.

Report missing livestock to
your county emergency man-
agement office.

Wildlife in Disasters

Do not corner wild ani-
mals or try to rescue them.
Call your local animal control
office or wildlife resource office.
Wild animals often seek higher
ground which, during floods,
eventually become submerged
(i.e., island) and the animals be-
come stranded. If the island is
large enough and provides suit-
able shelter, you can leave food
appropriate to the species (i.e.,
sunflower seeds for squirrels).
Animals have a flight response
and will flee from anyone ap-
proaching too closely. If the
animal threatens to rush into
the water, back away from the
island or you may frighten the
animal into jumping into the
water to escape from you.

Do not approach wild
animals that have taken
refuge in your home. Wild
animals such as snakes, opos-
sums, and raccoons often seek
refuge from floodwaters on up-
per levels of homes and have
been known to remain after
water recedes. If you encounter
animals in this situation, open
a window or provide another
escape route and the animal will
likely leave on its own. Do not
attempt to capture or handle the
animal. Should the animal stay,
call your local animal control of-
fice or wildlife resource office.

Beware of an increased
number of snakes and
other predators. These ani-
mals will try to feed on the car-
casses of reptiles, amphibians
and small mammals who have
been drowned or crushed in
their burrows or under rocks.

Do not attempt to move a
dead animal. Animal carcass-
es can present serious health
risks. Outbreaks of anthrax,
encephalitis and other diseases
may occur. Contact vour local
emergency management office
or health department for help
and instructions.

Do not corner wild ani-
mals or try to rescue them.
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The firepit shac

on the west side o

while a propane tank sitting dangerously close remained
intact. (Photo by John Hamilton).

The fire advanced rapidly, and swept within inches of the

historic Matador Ranch headquarters. The Matador’s took

a big hit, accounting for more than one-half (20,000 acres)
of the scorched land in Motley County. (Aerial photo by
Carolyn Wilson).

The fast-moving fire swept over the firepit shack and a pro-
pane tank at the Hunting L.odge and raced to the historic
Matador Ranch headquarters. (Aerial Photo by Carolyn Wil-

snn)
Back at the ranch The 10 head of Akaushi cattle
at the headquarters survived the
Meanwhile, back at the fire, he said. But the big herd,

famed Matador Ranch, the fire
was raging, narrowly missing
the new El Matador Hunting
Lodge, taking out the outdoor
fire pit shack west of the lodge,
then sweeping within inches of
the historic ranch headquarters.
The Matador’s took a big hit, ac-
counting for more than one-half
of the scorched land in Motley
County at about 20,000 acres,
Ranch Manager Bob Kilmer
said.

Looking for a hero? Bob and
Wanda Kilmer have the answer:
“The good Lord is the hero on
this deal,” he said. While “God
wrapped His arms around Mat-
ador Ranch Headquarters,” as
Janie Campbell, Ranch Office
Manager, so aptly stated, Bob
was also quick to give credit to
the ground crews that worked
on fire guards to protect the
property — TxDOT, the county
employees, the emergency man-
agement people, private citizens
and more. “We appreciate all
our friends — everybody rose to
the occasion,” Bob said.

The Kilmers were return-
ing home from Albuquerque
just entering Muleshoe, Texas,
when they got a call that a fire
was on Matador Ranch. Road-
blocks had already been set up,
diverting traffic, but Bob found
a way home via the Hole-in-the-
Wall pasture, snaking his way
through the back way to the
headquarters. “God spared our
house and the Lodge. We feel
very blessed and thankful there
was no loss of life,” he said.

All three Line Camps were
fine, Kilmer said, the closest
fire stopping about a mile from
Gilbert and Zacha Guerrero’s
home. “We lost the old Dutch-
man Camp, located about six
miles south and west of head-
quarters, but that house was
unoccupied, and in a bad state
of disrepair,” he said.

northwest of the Dutchman,
took a direct hit. The ranch is
very proud of these first genera-
tion purebred Akaushi born on
the ranch. The cattle breed is
originally from Japan and pro-
duces high quality beef.

“I was very concerned about
the Akaushi that were in the
path of the fire. We got one bull
burned pretty badly,” Kilmer
said, — singed pretty bad up
over his back and side. What re-
ally worries me is burned feet. If
the fire burns the coronary band
right above the hoof, then it is
very hard to heal. We have the
bull up in a pen, and he is get-
ting attention.

“We don’t think we have a
lot of damaged cattle,” he said.
We are short a few, because we
downed gates and cut fences,
but I'm sure they will show up.

“From a wildlife perspective,
we fared well,” Kilmer said. “Les
Woolsey and J.D. Russell flew
over the ranch on Wednesday —
other than a few dead wild hogs,
no deer had been killed. I also
think the turkey, quail and deer
got out of the way and moved
out.

“Fire is actually good for the
rangeland,” Kilmer said. “Before
the white man showed up, fire
was a common event.”

“We will have to delay some
hunts at the lodge, but for the
most part, we are also on track
with our hunting program, he
said.

When the going gets tough,
the tough get going, they say.
“Every ranch hand helped,”
Kilmer said. Luckily, “we had
just bought some new “skid
units.” Skid units are water units
that handily slide onto the bed
of a pickup truck, he explained.
These little units are “mop-up
rigs,” Kilmer said. We followed
the fire guard and kept the pe-
rimeter wet.

“Life First, Think Way Ahead, and Stay Calm”

— Lee Jones, Fire Chief and Motley County Emergency
Management Coordinator

Matador Ranch had an out-
pouring of offers for help. The
Tongue River Ranch manager
drove over to headquarters and
offered to bring in a crew. Bob
got calls from New Mexico, Pan-
handle, and even Dallas. “It was
humbling and touching to have
this outpouring of concern. I
have been in some bad fires be-
fore,” Kilmer said. “But this was
the worst I have been in or ever
hope to see again.”

A perfect firestorm

“It kept bearing down on us,”
John Hamilton said. “We didn’t
have cell service so we couldn’t
call for help.” Hamilton, his
wife, Tamara, 10-year-old son
Clark; and 12-year-old daughter
Channing, along with his broth-
er Brent and cousin, Cy Barton,
took a courageous stand to save
the homestead,!/2-mile west of
town.

“We had fire at the house and
at the ranch,” Hamilton said,
so the Hamilton brothers split
up and the eldest, Tom, his son
Rob, and brothers Dick and
Harry Hamilton were on the
ranch fire, moving equipment
and diesel tanks, while John
stayed on the home front with
his hands — his family. They
armed themselves with shovels
and hoses from the house and
lined up to make a stand, mak-
ing plans for a backfire if worse
came to worse. And it got worse.

“The conditions were perfect
for a perfect firestorm,” John
said. He credits his good luck
in saving the home place to the
quick action of Jeremy James-
on.

“Hours before the fire got to
the house, Jeremy took his mo-
tor grader out and cut about a
three quarter mile fire break
south and east of the house. This
initial fire break was the one that
the Dickens Fire Department
used to stop the fire from going
north and getting the Hamilton
house and the one that TxDOT
used to stop the fire from go-
ing east and northeast to Ross
Bearden'’s house, and up behind

Allsups and Billie Dean’s Res-
taurant.

“To say that resources were
scarce on Sunday is an under-
statement,” John said. “Jeremy
took a “shoot first” and “ask
questions later” approach in re-
gards to cutting these fire breaks
earlier in the day and by him do-
ing that, it gave the Dickens Fire
Department and TxDOT just
enough of a head start to put this
thing out where and when they
did,” John said.

This family of Hamilton he-
roes proceeded to save horses
and wildlife. “The Matador
Ranch horses were right at our
fence,” John said. “We cut the
fence and let the horses run
through to our pasture that was
still intact. As soon as we cut the
fence about 15 horses ran past.
We went back, and a couple of
disoriented colts lost the herd
and headed back into the fire.
We tried to go after them, but
there was nothing we could do.
The fire was burning a triangle
that kept getting smaller and
smaller; then suddenly, the colts
bolted out of the area — came
right out,” he said. Following
close behind were several feral
hogs. “Every single hog in the
fire picture made it out,” he said.

Fence-building camp

“I was talking to my kids ear-
lier about summer camp,” John
Hamilton said. After the crisis,
“I told them that they were go-
ing to the Tom, Dick and Harry
Fence-building Camp this sum-
mer. We lost about 1,000 acres
and about five miles of fence.

“On behalf of the Hamilton
family I'd like to express our
sincere gratitude to those that
helped protect our family’s
property and all the volunteers
that helped put this fire out,” he
said.

Historic home saved

Leo and Joy Archer’s ranch,
located west of Matador and
south of US70, close to the top

of the Caprock, lost all the grass

The fire was burning a triangle that kept getting smaller

and smaller; then suddenly, the colts bolted out of the area

— followed close behind were several feral hogs. “Every

single hog in the fire picture made it out,” John Hamilton
said. (Photo by John Hamilton).

“The conditions were pcrfccr for a perfect firestorm,”

John Hamilton said. He credits his good luck in saving

the Hamilton home place to the quick action of Jeremy

Jameson. (Photo by John Hamilton).
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Dink Wilson and his wife, Carolyn, both pilots, took a
photographic tour of Matador after the fires. This photo 1s
a shot of the start of the fire, heading east toward Matador.
The western fire raced toward Matador, but not before

wiping out 3 1/2-sections of grassland on the Leo and Joy

31T

Archer Ranch. (Photo by Carolyn Wilson).

Heading west, two fires converge in open pasture, push-
ing livestock to the center before seeking more fuel for its

foothills rampage.

on 3 Y2-sections of land. All
that was left standing was their
house and barn on two acres of
land.

“The barn was saved and our
house that is over 100 years old,”
Joysaid. But she watched in hor-
ror as “it all burned down.” I am
79 years old, and I've never seen
anything like this, I watched the
whole place burn down.”

A caring neighbor called Joy
and told her to “get out of the
house” that fire was headed her
way. “I couldn’t find Leo and the
cell phones quit working,” Joy
said. “I got the car started but I
couldn’t get the dogs in the car.
The flames were moving fast
toward the house. Leo showed
up and said we couldn't get out,
that the road was completely
blocked with fire on both sides.

Earlier, Leo had called the fire
department and they came out
with two maintainers and cut a
fire guard. The fire circled the
two-acre island. “Thanks to the
Matador Fire Department, we
got a fire guard that saved our
house and barn,” she said. They
watched the flames until 4:00
a.m. on Monday morning. “We
have no fences left, no nothing,”
Joy said. “It all burned but the
two acres we live on.”

The cows and calves were
saved, too, she reported. They
cut the fences on four pastures
and all the cows and calves went
to Dutchman Creek. Interesting-
ly, she said, when Guy Campbell
and Craig Turner showed up
with hay the next day, the cattle
were all co-mingled in the creek
bed. After they put out hay, the
cattle “sorted themselves” into
their previous pasture pecking
order.

People helping people

Marisue Potts Powell, own-
er of the historic Mott Creek
Ranch located directly north
of the Archer Ranch lost cor-
rals at the shipping pens, three

miles of fencing, and 800 to
1000 acres of grassland. “We
didn’t take as big a hit as our
neighbors south of US70,”
Marisue said. All structures,
animals, and equipment were
safe, she said, including a fuel
tank. “The fire was traveling so
fast it just whipped right by the
fuel tank.” Thanks to
her son Jim Potts, a county
maintainer on the fire line, and
a good Samaritan that lives in
Floyd county, all the fires on
Mott Creek were contained.

Albert Thrasher of Thrasher
Gravel Pit brought his family
and four pieces of equipment
to the rescue. “He just saw the
fire and came,” she said.

“Albert showed up and
asked me, “What can I do? Do
you need a dozer?” He graded
about three miles of fire guard,
working until about midnight
Sunday night. By 1:00 a.m.,
the wind has changed direc-
tion. On Day 2, a second fire
came from the east, Marisue
said.

She is extremely grateful
for her neighbors. “There was
so much community coopera-
tion, “she said. “People fighting
for your property assets — for
land that they have no stake in
-- people helping people,” she
said.

Allsups donated food for the
fire fighters, Chillerz offered
free coffee and drinks; and Bil-
lie Dean’s served free breakfast
to the firefighters, she reported.

Marisue has been thinking a
lot about a plan to protect the
homestead. “Gillespie (James)
has always said the best weap-
on we have in fighting fires
is a blade. It proved correct
again on the second day’s fire
when grass was burning back
east from the Hamilton fire. A
maintainer from Floyd County
got in front of the fire in our
Polecat Pasture; whilg Jim
kept widening the road and
fire guard.”
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Looking east, this photo shows the beginning of the fire,
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located in a ditch close to Mott Creek Ranch, then leaping
over US70 to the Campbell Ranch on the south.

On Tuesday, March 1, the winds changed to the north, and

fires were still smoldering with new outbreaks in evidence.

Matador Fire Department rcsponded to this outbreak on

Mott Creek Ranch.

Engulfing Flames

Bundy Hal Campbell Ranch is
located about eight miles west of
Matador on the north and south
sides of USyo. Bundy Hall
headed to his northwest pasture
when he heard about the fires.
His son, Brent, was with him.
“When we reached the cattle,
they were standing next to a
fence on Highway 70,” he said,
pushed as far as they could go by
the fire. “We ran to cut the wires
and let them out on the high-
way, but the fire engulfed us.”

“It was unbelievable how fast
it moved, all you could do was
get out of the way. We never
got the fence cut, we ran for our
lives,” Campbell said.

Bundy Hal lost about 2,100
acres of grassland, sustained
damage to his corrals, and lost
three trailers, 12 tires and a
barn. “All my cows and calves
went through the fire,” he said.

According to the County Ex-
tension agent Ryan Martin,
cattle escaping fire death may
have secondary injuries. Bundy
Hal'’s herd is experiencing some
of these injuries. “The cow’s ud-
ders were burned and they have
kicked off the calves,” he said.
Damage to udders will prevent
calves from nursing and they are
at higher risk of becoming dog-
gie calves. He moved most of
his herd to Quitaque to his son’s
ranch and to other property on
the Plains.

It burned everything
in its path

“We lost about 2,000 acres,
and had damage to a lot of fenc-
es,” Kenny Barton said. The Bar-
ton land is located southeast of
SH70, north and east of the Da-
vid Keith ranch. His cattle were
grazing wheat at a different lo-
cation with a plan to move them
to grass mid-March. Olivia and
Kenny learned about the fire
when she noticed an ambulance
at the school and increased traf-
ficin the neighborhood.

“A patrolman came by and
suggested we evacuate,” Olivia
said. So, they did what most rug-
ged individuals would do, they
drove straight-away to their
land to see if it was on fire. “We
were also very worried about the
Ken Marshall and Joel Spray
homes, both in the direct path of
the fire,” Olivia said.

“The Forrest Service ran three
caterpillars east and west on the
south end of our place, three
blades wide,” Kenny said. Like

their other land neighbors, they
praised the highway depart-
ment, firemen, county employ-
ees, and volunteers that worked
to keep the southwest part of
town from burning down.

The Barton’s stayed in their
pickup truck watching the fire
until 4:30 a.m. Monday morn-
ing. “It took two days to go
completely out,” Kenny said. “It
burned everything in its path.”

Flomot FD saves the day

The Tommye and David
Keith Ranch, located about
2-1/2 miles south, and east of
SH70, watched the fire come all
the way up to the north side of
the old Keith home, but a watch-
ful and efficient fire department
saved the day. “I have never

seen a wildfire like this one, it -

moved very fast,” Tommye said.

“Flomot Fire Department
kept the fire off the house,” she
said. “We lost about 400-450
acres, but we kept most of the
Southside grass. We had 21
cows, one bull and five calves on
the land, but they are all okay.”

Tommye is known for her
keen sense of humor. “We had
grubbed and piled mesquite last
year, and now we got some good
mesquite control.”

Family first, then cattle

Guy and Di-Ann Campbell
were on a Sunday outing in Pla-
inview when they got a call that
the Ranch was on fire. Before it
was over, they had lost 3,000
acres of pasture, saved 5,000
acres on the Western front, close
to the historic headquarters, and
lost only one calf - thanks to the
quick thinking of Blair Fowler,
his ranch hand, Guy said.

Fowler had been instructed
to call if any problems advanced
that concerned the Campbell
Ranch. While Blair may be a
novice rancher, Guy said, he
takes instruction very well, “and
if you tell Blair once, that is all
you need to do.”

He had instructed his young
protégé that in the case of fire:
“family first, then the cattle —
because that is our livelihood.”
Also, Blair has a lot of common
sense, Guy added. He cut fence
and honked the cattle into safe
areas. By Monday morning
most of the herd was well on
their way to greener pastures.

The Family First motto
brought the Campbell clan
home to help. “All the kids
showed up,” Guy said. His son,
Heath, has a ranch northwest of
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McKinney, Texas. He brought
in trailers and moved the herd
to wheat fields in McKinney.
They sent pictures back to Guy
and Di-Ann showing the cattle
happily grazing in “cow heav-
en,” Di-Ann said. But not all the
Campbell cattle fared that well.

Twenty-one cows, 19 calves,
and one prize Limousin bull
lived through the wildfire, lo-
cated about five miles southwest
of US70. “I don’t know how they
lived,” Guy said. These prized
cattle were trapped — no one
was there to cut a fence or open
a gate — his guys had their hands
full on the headquarter’s fire-
line. So, he expected the worst
when he checked his Limousin
pasture — “but when those cattle
saw me, they came running.”

Now the work really begins
— damaged udders of the cows
and burned feet mean extra
care — checking animals daily,
applying emergency proce-
dures to make sure the calves
can nurse, and culling the ones
whose health disorders are so
severe they can’t be salvaged.
He is feeding cattle every other
day. But this is a rancher’s life,
Guy said.

“We live in an area where
hardshipisa part oflife,” he said.
Some problems won’t show up
right away, he said, so he will be
monitoring the bull and other
injured cows and calves for
weeks to come,” he said.

But there is always a happy
baby calf story — the one that
survived on that terrible night
the prairie burned.

“We had penned 71 cows and
calves in a lot with a barn at the
headquarters,” he said. The next
morning, the gate was down
and the cattle had scattered,
and had to be rounded up again.
“We were one cow short in our
count. We counted again. I said
the cow was either gone to have
a calf, or was hunting a calf that
had been left behind.”

Later, Blair found the cow and
a little calf some distance from
headquarters. The calf was all
curled up in a patch of grass that
was completely surrounded by
scorched earth — one tiny little
island of grass, a small safe ha-
ven, and one small calf survived.

Guy fought fire all night Sun-
day night, getting a few hours of
sleep in the early dawn, before
fighting fire again. He stood
on a hill and watched the Cot-
tonwood trees on Dutchman
Creek explode in fire, one at a
time. This eerie scene caused
some worry before he realized
it was trees and not the Joy
and Leo Archer home. The Ar-
cher’s historic home survived on
Dutchman Creek. He helped his
neighbors feed their cattle the
next day.

“I think the fire was strategi-
cally handled very well,” Guy
said. “We needed a dozer, and
we called for one and it came.
And every time I looked up, I
saw Dougherty Fire Depart-
ment,” he said. “The Matador
Fire Department saved the
town, and they are to be com-
mended,” Guy said, adding, “I
got so many calls from people
that wanted to help, words can-
not express how grateful we are
for our neighbors and friends.”

Disaster Relief

According to the FSA office,
about 256 miles of fence was lost
in the county. Amy Hackler, the
Motley County Executive Direc-
tor for the USDA Farm Service
program has an important
message for the reading public:
“Producers affected by the fire
need to come see me,” she said.

Since last Tuesday, March 1,
Hackler and her team have been
gathering data on losses in the
county in order to compile a re-
port to the state office to request
Emergency Conservation Pro-
gram (ECP) monies. Even if you
do not plan to use the cost-share
program, you still need to come
by the FSA office and report the
losses on your property, she
said. “I need to know what was

affected for good statistics which
will help in asking for cost-share
for your neighbors who do want
to participate,” she said.

“The program offers help in
restoring fences — it is a cost-
share program,” she said. The
money available will vary by
producer, after a spot check
is done to verify the age of the
fence prior to destruction, she
said.

“The ECP program requests
are for boundary fences lost dur-
ing the fire,” she said. The cost-
share may be 60 to 75 percent
with the producer paying 25 to
40 percent of the costs depend-
ing on the age of the fence.

“There will be a short sign-
up period, if approved. In the
meantime, producers will have
to patch and make-do,” Hackler
said.

There is also an Emergency
Grazing program request made
for grazing on the Crop Rota-
tion Program (CRP) lands. If
successful, then producers that
have lost all their grazing can
use the CRP land until their pas-
ture recovers, she said.

She has identified about 15
producers outside of Matador
Ranch, consisting of about 30
farms that may be eligible for
these funds.

And on the bright side, Amy
had a hopeful message: “The
producers who lost their grass
will reap the benefits after a
good shower — even though at
this time it seems devastating, it
will get better,” she said.

Finding a perspective

It's not easy finding a perspec-
tive when you have injured cat-
tle, no fences, and no grassland,
James Gillespie said. But in the
big scheme of things, “there are
550,000 acres of rangeland in
the county, and 34,295 acres
burned,” he said.

Gillespie wears many hats in
the county, including an impor-
tant role in fire fighting, but on
his day job he serves as a conser-
vationist for the USDA-Natural
Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS).

The NRCS is applying for
funds through the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentive Program
(EQIP) to help pay for cross-
fencing on the 256 miles of fenc-
ing lost in the county.

“We can get money to pay for
cross-fencing at a 9o-percent
rate,” he said. “We may also
qualify for deferment, so pro-
ducers can keep their livestock
off the land until the range can
recover.”

“If we can get boundary fund-
ing through the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP),
then the interior funding for
cross-fencing will come from
the EQIP program, plus defer-
ment,” he said.

While the “Cavalry is on the
way” with hardworking profes-
sionals trying to find emergency
funding for the county, Gillespie
had a few comments about
the recent heroic efforts of the
citizens of Matador and Motley
County.

“Firefighters in Matador
saved the houses off of Walton
Road,” he said. “We were dous-
ing fire before the graders even
made it to cut the fire guard,” he
said.

“Everyone that pitched in a
hand was a hero.”

Caring for livestock
and donations

Ryan Martin, Motley County
Extension Agent, said the big-
gest obstacle right now will be
sick livestock. “The next few
weeks will be critical,” he said.
“Animals will be suffering from
smoke inhalation, traumatic
stress disorders, respiratory
problems, and other injuries,”
he said.

“We only lost about six head
of cattle that I have heard of and
18 piglets,” he said. But the real
problem with animals now, he

Amy Hackler, the Motley County Executive Director for the

USDA Farm Service program has an important message for the

reading public: “Producers affected by the fire need to come

see me.” The FSA team stands in front of a map of the wildfire
that ravaged Motley County. Pictured (L. to R) are: Shonda El-
liott, Sherry Seago, Amy Hackler, and James Gillespie.

said, is that “they will be disori-
ented, dazed, and confused.” Af-
ter all, “they were pushed out of
their homes.”

“It is very important that
landowners go to the FSA of-
fices and tell them about any
losses you have had or damages
for the purpose of applying for
outside assistance,” Martin said.
Also, “we are setting up a stag-
ing area at Matador Motor and
Implement to ask for donations
for hay, feed, fencing, and sup-
plies,” he said.

With Sheriff Chris Spence
as point person, on Saturday,
March 5, four Good Samaritan’s
showed up at Matador Motor
and Implement with 34 round
bales of hay to add to the eight
bales already donated by Lar-
ry Ferguson, Floydada, Texas.

Ronnie Westberry’s son
watched the fire reports on
television in his home in
Springtown, a community
close to Weatherford, Texas,

and told his dad,“we need to-

help these people.”

Ronnie, a retired firefighter,
organized a crew consisting
of Steven Ward, Roy Myrick,
and Michael Cornelius, and
they drove four hours straight

to deliver a donation of hay by
John Maddux, Denison, Tex-
as, and Ronny Howell and the
Flying V Cattle Ranch, Spring-
field, Texas. Ronnie furnished
all the fuel for the three large
trucks.

Local volunteers Colton
Russell and Devin Ballard un-
loaded the hay. Ranchers are
encouraged to call Tim Ward
or Ryan Martin on the dona-
tion pickup.

While it admittedly looks
bleak right now, Martin add-
ed his own bit of wisdom to
the situation: “Some people
got free mesquite control,” he
said. “We need fire to revive
the land.” His friend, Craig
Turner, added thoughtfully,
“We are just one rain away
from the Garden of Eden.”

Martin also had advice
about the wildlife in a fire
disaster: Do not corner wild
animals or try to rescue them;
do not approach wild animals
that have taken refuge in your
barn; beware of an increased
number of predators; and do
not attempt to move a dead
animal. “Be careful,” Martin
warned, “there will be more
wildlife on the highways.”

Gillespie wears many hats in the county, including an im-

portant role in fire fighting, but on his day-job he serves as

a conservationist for the USDA-Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service (NRCS). The NRCS is applying for funds

through the Environmental Quality Incentive Program

(EQIP) to help pay for cross-fencing on the 256 miles of

fencing lost in the county.

photo by Carol Campbell

Pictured (L. to R) Ronnie Westberry, a retired firefighter,

organized a crew consisting of Michael Cornelius, Roy

Myrick, and Steven Ward and they drove four hours straight

to deliver a donation of hay by John Maddux, Denison,

Texas, and Ronny Howell and the Flying V Cattle Ranch,

Springtown, Texas. Ronnie furnished all the fuel for the

three large trucks.

[.ocal volunteers Colton Russell and

Devin Ballard unloaded the hay. Ranchers are encouraged

to call Tim Ward or Ryan Martin to pick up the donated

hay.

)
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Tennis

-

"Braden Manson and Coby Cochran received first plalce in
tennis at Levelland. Braeden is in the A division and Colby

is in the B division."
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Come stay in the gently, rolling “Foothills of the Plains™

sion, indwidual climate control and wireless internet.

HOTEL MATADOR

Ao s ;g;mt ity Sivice 1771

SERVING COWBOY BREAKFAST
806-347-2939 www.hotelmatador.com

Back Row: Coach Richards, Coach Cooper, Jacob Woolsey, Skyler Tomlinson, Christian Brooks, Cody Martin, Aus-
tin Taylor, Coby Cochran, Jon Osborn, Jeffery Reyes, Coach Bigham. 2nd Row: Reagan Elliott, Britt Simpson, Augy
Chavez, Braden Mason, Juan Flores, Mark Quintero, Conner Mason. Front Row: Lexi Osborn, Sabra Pope, Virginia

photo by Walter Taylor

olf

By Kay Bingham
Motley County Tribune

The Motley County boys and
girls teams are off and running
this season. They have played
in tournaments in Memphis
and Shamrock. At the Girls
Tournament in Memphis on
Feb. 22nd the girls team placed
3rd. Members of the girls team
this year are: Kyla Simpson,
Leanne Jameson, Lexi Osborn
and Jaci Zingerman.

The boys played the follow-
ing day on February 23 and
placed 2nd. Members play-
ing in that tournament were:
Christian Brooks, Reagan El-
liott, Jon Osborn, Britt Simp-
son and Austin Taylor, Jamie
Jameson.

The following week the teams
traveled to Shamrock with the
Girls Team playing on March
2 and placing 3rd against some
strong competition. The Boys
Team played on March 3 and
placed 2nd. Boys Teams mem-
bers that participated in the
Shamrock Tournament were:
Christian Brooks, Austin Tay-
lor, Reagan Elliott, Jon Osborn,
Britt Simpson, Juan Flores,
Jacob Woolsey, Jeffrey Reyes
and Aaron Woodruff, Jamie

Jameson.

This week the teams will be
traveling to Paducah on Mon-
day, March 7 with the Boys
and Tuesday, March 8th with
the Girls. The golf teams are
coached by Coach Kay Bing-
ham.

2011 Girls Golf Team: Jaci Zingerman, Leanne Jameson,

Kyla Simpson, and Lexi Osborn

photo by Tammy Simpson

The discriminating 2 Ist century traveler will discover a quiet beauty and aura of genwine hospitality, reminiscent of its 1914 beginmings, permeating the com-
pletely renovated bed and breakfast. Step in and admire the oniginal oak flooy; white tin ceilings, vented skylight and full-wall barber mirror. Dine on a_full.
gourmet breakfast in the graciously appointed dining room. Relax in beautifully appointed guestrooms; each with a private bathroom, flat-screened cable lelevi-




Motley County
Fire Dept. and
surrounding towns;
Dickens, Crosbyton,
Paducah, Floydada,
Roaring Springs,
Dougherty, Matador,
Childress, Turkey,
Ralls, Flomot,
Lubbock, Spur,
Vernon, Quitaque

City of Matador
City of Roaring
Springs

County maintainer
hands
County Officials
County Employees
EMS

TxDOT
Maintenance Crew
from Matador, Ralls,
Floydada, Plainview;,
Dickens, Crowell,

CALICO TREASURES

CAPITAL FARM CREDIT

MOTLEY COUNTY
FARM BUREAU

RED BALL GIN

KEN’S RV & STORAGE

LEE’S INSURANCE

SOUTH PLAINS
ELECTRIC COOP

LEX HERRINGTON

| MATADOR BRANCH FNB
SEYMOUR

MATADOR VARIETY

(DIANNE WASHINGTON, CPA
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ank You Fire Fighters

Every Private Citizen who helped

Monday, Memphis,

Aspermont, Wichita

Falls, Childress, and
Quanah

TXDOT
Special jobs crew;
from Lubbock and
Childress

FEMA
Texas Forest Service

Game Warden
Dept. of Public Safety

Trooper and DPS
Officers from Post,
Crosbyton, Dickens,
Floydada,
Paducah,
and Vernon

American Red Cross,
Paducah Nursing
Home, Global Front
Line Solutions

CAPROCK
TELEPHONE

LIGHTHOUSE ELEC COOP

DEBRUCE AG
SERVICES

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
FLOYDADA

SHANNON FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

WYLIE LP GAS
THACKER JEWELRY

SMITH SOUTHERN BANC
EQUIPMENT

MATADOR RANCH

NEWTO YOU

Everyone who made the Fire Fighters something to eat and drink

Strike Team 10 from
Marble Falls

Jeremy and Brad
Jameson
Craig Turner
Matt Woolsey
Brant Bearden
Foster
Brandon Martin
James McCleskey
Matt Washington
Russell Alexander
Don Whitaker
Randy and Yancy
Meredith
Deanna and Tim
Washington
Matador Hunting
Lodge,
D’anna and J.D.
Russell,
Matador Ranch
Donations from:
Allsups
Chillerz
Billie Dean’s

We appreciate you!

MEREDITH GAS
AND SUPPLY

MAIN STREET CAFE

CAROL AND CRETIA
CAMPBELL

NONA AND RHONDA LONG

JOEL DEAN AND DEB SPRAY

MATADOR MOTOR
AND IMPLEMENT

NORMA FREDE
CHEVROLET

ALEXANDER FUEL
Russell and Lori

BILLIE DEANS
HOTEL MATADOR

JAYBIRD’S KITCHEN

Matador Motor and
Implement
Bar R Feed and
Springtown Rodeo
Team
John Maddux

Denison, Texas
Ronny Howell,
Springtown, Texas

Flying V Cattle

Lowell Veneen, owner

Larry Ferguson,
Floydada, Texas

Ronnie Westberry,
Steven Ward,
Roy Myrick,
Michael Cornelius,
Colton Russell
Devin Ballard

Jerry Roberts from
Dickens who got
seriously burned b
the fire in Matador.
He has 2" and 3%
degree burns to his
face, head, and neck

GLITI'ERED PIG

LOWE'’S PAY N SAVE

WINDMILL CAFE

ARVIS DAVIS CHEVROLET

BOEDECKER INC.

THE INSURANCE STORE

JOHNSON’S GIN

PAYNE PHARMACY

PANHANDLE PLAINS LAND
BANK

JEFF AND DEBBIE
BRAZELTON

SPUR SECURITY BANK
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CLASSIFIED

email: motribune@gmail.com 806-347-2400
EVENTS CALENDAR | |EELE WANTED | |__HANTED

WANTED: Swathing,
Lockney Health and Rehab

i5 Seckine Al P o e o) Bailing, and Hauling.
Round bails net wrapped

FOR SALE

LUBBOCK FURNITURE
OUTLET GRAND OPENING
LOWEST PRICE ON BRAND
NEW ITEMS. 3524 AVE Q 806-

worker. Apply at 401 N. Main St ;i ; : 549-3110
March Lockney,TX 79241 or fax 806 tn.rme .tle' Squ_are bails For Sale: Schwinn Fitness
9 Hospital Bd meets in EMS building, 7am §528400; i wire tie. Quality Work Bowflex Exercise Machine-—
10 Matador City Council LICENSED SORTATI ™ |21 SO DE LN AT L S O e
WORKER, part-time. | on shares. Call Craw- Hoyle at (806) 347-2839 or Cell

10 Matador Chapter of the East.em Star, Floy- e e Core Gt phone (806) 269-2840 _ cti1
dada, Meal at 6:30pm, meeting at 7:30 pm | Matador. Please call Sandra
14 Commissioners’ Court at 806-347-2942 for more

14 Roaring Springs City Council information. Hackberry Creek

ford Wesley at 806-668-
4448 or cell 806-995-
5053. David Wesley at
806-296-3255

14 HCCC Board Care Center is an EQE. ctf
15 Matador Lions
17 Matador Masonic Lodge, 6:30 pm

19  Spaghetti Supper at the Senior Citizens.
Sponsored by he Chamber of Commerce
for the community and for guests that will
be flooding in for the Boondocker’s Race.

19-20 West Texas Boondockers Motorcycle Races

21  MCISD School Board, 7:30 pm

21-23 Computer Class, Library, TBA

28 American Legion Post 337

Equipment, Farm & Ranch

M @ NEE HIE Y @INE S AN E:
EQUIPMENT AUCTION

ENDING MARCH 17TH'

1947 1-Ton Ford Pick-Up, 1993 Kawasaki i
Mule, Hiniker 5600 Flail Windrower, — —=
S&H 2-Horse Trailer, 2009 Maxey 24’ {8 =

Gooseneck Trailer & Much More! =\
Goitiiry ~ 806.553.1960
ALLIANCEAUCTIONEERS.COM

Alliance
Auction & Realty TX Lic#13507

Quality Care, Close to Home

For short-stay rehabilitation
or long-term nursing care,
our facility offers quality care
with hometown charm and comfort.

Lockney

Health & Rehabilitation
401 North Main Street
Lockney, TX 79241
(806) 652-3375

« Licensed Physical, Occupational,
and Speech Therapists
« 24 hour Skilled Nursing Care
« Medicare and Medicaid Certified
Come tour our facility today

Meredith Gas & Supply
348-7332

Your Local Family Owned and Operated Pro-
pane Company

Propane & Service

24 hours-7 days a week!
We welcome new customers!

Tanks & Supplies available
Prop.me appliancc Services
Pressure Tests & Leak Test performed

upon I‘t‘qut‘St

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTERCARD

Wake up Wednesday mornings to the
MOTLEY COUNTY TRIBUNE
Email Subscriptions
~ Now Available $25
Send us your email address
and we’ll email you
the paper free for three months!

Hotel Matador

. .a Bed and Breakfast
in downtown Matador, Texas
www.hotelmatador.com
806.347.2939

WYLIE <

LP GAS

“Proud to be a part of Motley County”
Residential-Commercial-Parts & Acc.

Farm & Highway Diesel CALL 806-347-2290
Office still locally operated at 1021 Main-Downtown Matador
24 HOUR SERVICE-7 DAYS A WEEK
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS! MC & VISA

Your Local

Leader in
Precision Irrigation

Rhoderick Irrigation
416 Main Street ¢ Silverton, TX

806-823-2139
http:/irhoderick.valleydealers.com

Y

VALLEY

SERVIGES

[ just moved here and I'm
looking for work. I have been a
CNA for over 20 years. I clean
houses, do yard work, fix meals
and give baths. I have reasonable
prices. You can reach me at 940-
585-9083. Ask for Terry  ct1i0

MOTLEY

COUNTY
TRIBUNE

HOURS
MON -WED

3-4
EXCEPT WHEN WE

HAYE T0 LEAYE
TO RUN ERRANDS.
CALL AHEAD IF
YOU
NEED US TO WAIT.

806-347-2400

Don’s
Muffler
Shop

210 W. California
Floydada

806-983-2273
FREE ESTIMATES

806-492-3573

Motley County Abstract Company
P.O. Drawer 1
Paducah, TX 79248
Fax 806-492-3574
Complete Records for Abstracts & Title Insurance in
Motley County, Texas

Nelda Hightower-Owner

Lisa Hightower Wood-Manager

March

Subseriptions Due
Motley County-530

Elsewhere-535
Email-525
Senior Discount $1

PO Box 490
Matador, TX 79244

MATADOR
Norma Marrs
Leo Archer
Jim Cross
Pauline House
J D Russell
Marilynn Hicks
Si Causey
Howard Edmondson

ROARING SPRINGS
Harley Alsup
Jeff Braselton
C W Moore
Delmar Fairley
Walter Trammell
TEXAS

Francis Reedy, Odessa
Grady Glen, Odessa
Judy Self, Abilene
Aly Gwinn, Lubbock
Glorya Burch, Lubbock
Dale Duhan, Lubbock
V Higginbotham, Lobbock
W R Collier, Lubbock
Johnny Meredith, Lubbock
Rosemary Webb, Lubbock
Juanita Jones, Brownfield
Koree Price, Turkey
Grady Phillips, Quitaque
Don Brothers, Paducah
Bill Cartwright, Paducah
Lonnie Harmon, Hedley
D Schweitzer, Floydada
Barry Hale, Doughtery
Sandy Lewis, Dickens
G Russell, Hale Center
Dale Nance, Barksdale
Ronald Richards, Wimberly
Viola Keith, Georgetown
Glen Moss, Seymour
Barbara Christian, Denton
Charise Christian, Denton
Peggy Martin, Saginaw
Melvin Pitts, Ft Worth
F McKinley, Granbury
Peggy James, Arlington
Kathy Brooks, Whitehouse
C Kennedy, Longview
R W Stafford, Dallas
Jerri Poff, Dallas
Kristi Williams, Carrollton

ELSEWHERE
Betty Aldridge, OK
Loretta Race, AR
Joe Sasser, AR
Marc Hess, LA
Joe Moss, WI

EMAIL

Dianne Washington
Sandra Francis
Judy Renfro
Darrell Moore

o SO}

PAYNE PHARMACY

200 S. Main, Floydada. TX 79235
806-983-5111 or 800-345-7961

Denise Payne, R.Ph.

M-F, 8:30-6:00 & Sat., 8:30-1:00
We will be happy to mail your prescriptions!

NEED INSURANCE?
GET GOEN!

GOEN & GOEN INSURANCE
CROP-HOME-AUTO-FARM

BUSINESS-LIFE-HEALTH
203 BROADWAY, ROARING SPRINGS

48-7531 800-288-2865

“}Gen'nania

~ INSURANCE 4

Joey & Brenda Lee

Lee’s Insurance P.O. Box 189

Clarendon, Texas 79226-0189
806/874-2130 phone
806/874-9394 fax |
B77/874-2130

HOME - AUTO - LIFE - COMMERCIAL

Tom Edwards, Attorney
806-347-2333

Dr. David Fuston
Full Service Veterinary Hospital
Large and Small Animal Needs

940-937-2558

| 109 Industrial Circle/287 West, Childress

Childress Veterinary Hospital ,

—_—

806-823-2224

Family Owned & Operated
l Buy USA Grown & Made - It Matters!

]

For all your Ginning, Marketing & Planting needs

JOHNSON’S GIN

Silverton, Texas

800-338-3960

B B e e mbe e e i g e e i e _dlee B i R giee. e o
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