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Oldest living resident of Matador, and
possibly of the county, is Miss Mary
Keith who still has her home here and
whose parents, Mr. and Mrs. D.C. Keith
was the first couple to marry (in Decem-
ber, 1891) after Motley County was or-
ganized in February of that year. Three
yearslater their daughter, Mary, wasborn
May 1, 1894, in a dugout south of Mata-
dor on her father's farm.

The early history of the county and its

Matador Ranch, and the organization of
the town of Matador were well-known
facts which Mary absorbed from her youth
and information from her family. Her
father worked for the Matadors for forty
years, and her older sister, Sue, married a
Matador cowboy, Bob Alley, and lived at
the Mott Camp several years.

From these and other sources, Mary
soon became recognized as a local au-
thority on the "early days" when ques-
tions arose. She attended Matador schools,

Mary Keith, 97 years old, a resident of Crobyton Care Center

pioneer founders, events surrounding the

riding horseback for many years with her
sister. She attended C.I.A. (College of
Industrial Arts, later renamed Texas
Woman's University) in Denton where
she and a girlhood friend, Allie Chalk
Burleson studied Home Economics.

Mary lived in Matador all her life
except a short period following World
War I when she worked in Spur at the Sol
Davis Drygoods Store. In 1940 she and
her mother moved into Matador to a new
native rock house. Until that time they
had continued to live in their farm home
south of town following Mr. Keith's death
in 1933. Mrs. Keith died in her home here
in 1943.

During the years Mary became active
in the civic work of the community. She
was a member of the American Legion
Auxiliary when it was active, and was a
longtime member of El Progresso Study
club, and served as librarian of the or-
ganization's public lending library dur-
ing the 1930s until the facility was dis-

Sue and Mary Keith, 1909. Sue was 16 and Mary was 15.

in the Stanley Hospital.

Photo taken at Matador Ranch

solved. She worked in the school lunch 1986 due to health problems. She is an
room for several years, and later worked alert 97 ‘and despite the fact that she
cannot walk, she enjoys parlor games,

"Miss Mary", as she eventually be- watching television and visiting, and
came known, has been living in the especially looks forward to receiving the
Crosbyton Care Center since October,

Motley County Tribune, each week.

Clarence Jinkins
Is Motley County's
Oldest Man

ClarenceJinkins, 95,remembers going
to school at 4 years old. His dad, Pat
Jinkens, was the first school teacher at
the Clements School. Even though atage
4, he wasn't old enough to go to school,
his mother thought it would be a good
idea. He recalls that the walk was "a mile
and a quarter, over a creek and through
sand hills and grass".

Clarence and Gussie were married,
December 14, 1918,

Cartwright's home by Rev. Z.B. Pirtle.
For their honeymoon, the couple rode to
town with the Reverand and stopped to
visit immy Jameson and his new bride,
then stayed with Clarence's parents. Their
friends shivered them that night.

Clarence and Gussie celebrated their
71st wedding anniversary last Decem-
ber.

Gussie is 91 years old, . one of Mot-
ley County's oldest and finest ladies.

Centennial Celebration

Here At Last!!

At last, the Motley County
Centennial Celebration has arrived!
Activities begin on Friday, May 24
with the Whiteflat Historical
Marker at 2 p.m. An unveiling of
the marker will take place in
‘Whiteflat at the old post office site
which has been spruced up for the
occassion by volunteers led by
Earlyne Jameson and Luther Green.
A reception will be held in the
Matador Methodist Church im-
mediately following the short
dedication service.

RENDEZVOUS

Buckskinners will set up camp
in the City Park area as they arrive.
The camps will be open for view-
ing and'demonstrations will take
place throughout the weekend. The
mountain men and women will
'compete  with black powder
muzzle loaders target practice and
tomahawk throws.

PARADE

On Saturday an early morning
parade at 10 a.m. kicks off the day's
activities. Those entering the
parade should register at the Gazebo
at 9 a.m. so that the announcer and
the judges will have their names
and then proceed north on Main
Street to the gathering point at the
Old Spears Gin yard. First prizes
will be awarded in a myriad of
catagories. vy
BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS!

The program will begin at 11
a.m. at the courthouse square where
Karla Leslie, TV co-anchor and fea-
ture reporter for Channel 11 News,
will deliver a short address. The
Motley County citizens who have
lived here the longest will be recog-
nized and county officials will pay
tribute to those who have served in
the courthouse positions since
1891. Recording artist Richard
Campbell and daughter Jana
Campbell will present a medley of
patriotic songs for your listening
pleasure.

At noon the Lions Clubs will-

serve a barbeque luncheon at the
American Legion building which
will cost a nominal $3 a plate.

Also at noon the branding party
will begin, continuing until 2 p.m,
with beef producers branding their
brands on a display board at the
rock house north of the courthouse.

ENTERTAINMENT

A variety of gospel and singing
groups, country singers, and
cowboy poets will entertain on the
courthouse square beginning at
12:30 and continuing right up to
the Fiddler's Contest.

Sr. Citizens games will include
the Ugly Face Contest for adults
and a horse pitch and broomstick
race for the kids. Domino and card
games will start and continue
through the afternoon at the Sr.
Citizens Center.

The Fireboys Water Polo
challenge will take place around 5
p-m., if the volunteer fire
department can restrain themselves
that long! A Country Dance at the
Fire Hall will begin at 9 p.m.

CAR SHOWS

Classic automobiles, and a few
soon to be classics, will be
displayed on the Matador Motor
lot. Prizes in several different
catagories will be awarded at 3 p.m.

JAIL TOURS

The historic 1891 jail will be
open for tours and Polaroid mug
shots will be taken by request for a
small donation.

CONCESSIONS

Arts and crafts, handmade and
hand painted items, souvenirs, T-
shirts, ceramics, books, notecards,
various raffles, Centennial Coins
and programs, posters, barbeque,
hamburgers, funnel cakes,
lemonade, iced tea, and cokes will
be available west of the courthouse
at the sidewalk boothes.

Old Timey Photos will be
available in the Stanley building,

continued on page 3
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MOTLEY COUNTY
CENTENNIAL

DR. J.W. MOTTLEY

Motley County was originally created from Bexar District in 1876, the county was
officially organized in 1891 and named for Dr. J.W. Mottley, a signer of the
Texas Declaration of Independence; although an error in the law altered the
name's original spelling, Motley County has gone on to become one of the
Panhandle’'s finest and most respected regions.
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Early Public Education Of Motley County

Roaring Springs School. This building burned in 1944.
(photo courtesy of Carla Jones)

by Beverly Vinson
Educational Roots Grow Deep

Public education was a major goal of
early Texas settlers. President Mirabeau
Lamar, in his message to the Congress of
the Republic of Texas in 1838, advocated
setting aside public domain for public
schools, saying, "The cultivated mind is
the guardian genius of democracy and,
while guided and controlled by virtue, is
the noblest attribute of man."

In 1839 each county was given three
leagues of land to support public schools
and fifty leagues for a state university.
Then in 1840 each county was given
another league. With delay after delay, it
wasn't until Governor Elisha M. Pease,
on January 31, 1854, signed abill that the
Texas Public School System was estab-
lished.

‘When adopted in 1876 the present
Texas Constitution provided "all funds,
lands and other property hertofore set
apart and appropriated for support of
public schools, all the alternate sections
of land reserved by the state of grants

heretofore made or that may hereafter be.

made to railroads or other corporations,
of any nature whatsoever; one-half of the
public domain of the state and all the
sums of money that may come to the state
from the sale of any portion of the same
shall constitute a perpetual public school
fund."

Over fifty million acres of the Texas
public domain were alloted for school

urposes.

On April 15, 1891, four leagues of
school land were awarded Motley County.
These were situated in Bailey county
listed as #176, #177, #178, and #179
amounting to 17,772 acres drawing 2¢
per acre from J.S. and D.W. Snyder of
Georgetown, Texas.

At the Commissioners court meeting
in March, 1891, the court order #9 con-
tracted a B.F. Powell to locate the Mot~
ley County school land in Bailey County
for 2¢ per acre. In 1909 the Commission-
erscourt sold thatland for $124,250.50 to
G.T. Oliver of Amarillo. This money was
placed in the permanent school fund as
ordered by the state. This fund has been
invested inroad, school and county bonds
at various times. Five and one-half per-
centinterestreceived on this fund goes to
the available fund for teachers' salaries.

From the Commissioners Court Book
#1, page 24, order #51: Thursday, May
28, 1891 -- ordered by Commissioners
court that the county clerk be instructed
to forward Motley County school land
patents to Hale County for record.

The May 4, 1891, Commissioners
court order #19 stated that scholastic
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districts be and here divided into two
districts, #1 and #2 in District #1 and #3
and #4 in District #2. On May 13, 1891,
the Commissioners court set 20¢ on each
$100.00 valuation in school district #1
and #2.

The Western side of the county of
Scholastic District #1 comprising Com-
mon school district #1 and #2 included
Whiteflat (1890), White Star (1891),
Matador (1891), Dutchman (1890), and
Quitaque (1893). The Eastern side of the
county or Scholastic District #2 with the
Common School district #3 and #4 in-
cluded Ballard (1892), Clements (1893),
and TeePee City (1894). It might be inter-
esting to note the settling of the towns
according to age: TeePee City, 1874;
Matador, 1887, but not organized until
1891 when the county was organized;
Whiteflat, 1890, when the post office was
granted; Flomot (Gilpin, South Quitaque),
1906; and Roaring Springs, 1913.

School Districts

Of Motley County

y Beverly Vinson
Educational Roots Grow Deep

The official business of the county
schools was handled by the County
Commissioners Court until the organiza-
tion of the county board in 1911. As re-
corded in the minutes, the state law re-
quired that a member of the county board
of education be elected from each com-
missioner's district and one form the
county at large. In accordance with this
law, Carroll Thompson was elected from
the Commissioner's District Number One,
withJ.M. Parsons from District Two,J.B.
Foster from District Number Three, T.N.
Dodson from District Four, and W.A.
Graham from the county at large. Carroll
Thompson, superintendent of the Mata-
dor School, was elected president of the
first meeting in September, 1911. In later
years a school in Lubbock was named for
him as he was quite a distinguished edu-
cator. The chief duties of the board were
to classify the schools, add to or take
away any territory of the various districts,

approve transfers and, in later years,
supervise and approve bus routes.

One of the first duties of the county
board was to adopt the state course of
study and see that it was put into effect.
The curriculum of the early schools de-
pended a great deal on the qualificatons
of the teachers and previous education of
the students. Textbooks were scarce and
classroom materials, such as, provided
today were unheard of. Reading, writing,
arithmetic, spelling and geography were
taught in practically all schools.

Happy Birthday Motley County

Kountry Kitchen Cafe
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After reading through the minutes of
the county board of trustees minute book,
it seems that they met quarterly unless
some important business arose for which
a called meeting was held.

The county did away with the County
Trustees when an act by the state legisla-
ture passed alaw that acounty thathadno
Common School District did not need to
have the County Trustees. In Motley
County, that was when Forrest Campbell
became County Judge, seven or eight
years ago.

After Motley County was firstdivided
into two district with several schools in
each district, it wasn't long before indi-
vidual schools wanted to separate and
form their own districts. To do this they
had to appear before the Commssioners
(Court and give reasons for their wishes
The reasons were usually so they could
vote their own tax and run the business of
their school as the citizens of the district
desired.

A Common School District is a dis-
trict governed by three trustees, elected
by the votersof the district, and the County

Superintendént. An Tndependent School -

District is a district governed by seven
trustees elected by the voters of the dis-

trict. A rural High school District is a -

district resulting from consolidation and
operates as a common school district
exceptthatitelects seven trustees instead
of three.

The first to be created out of the origi-
nal two districts was White Star, located

in the western section of the county. On -

June 19, 1892, this was done, and it
became District#1. OnJuly 15, 1892, the
court created District #2 comprising the
territory served by the Ballard School.
This district is known as Fairview. Dis-
trict Number 3 was created on August 18,
1892, and was the territory served by
Dutchman School. The South Quitaque
School was formed into District Number
4onFeb. 13, 1893. Number 5 was created
on July 17, 1893, from the Union Corner
‘community. This district was soon joined
to the county-line district of Dumont
which includes territory in Motley, Dick-
ens, and Cottle counties.

After the creation of District #5, there
was a lull in the creation of new districts
until 1898. On January 10, 1898, the
Matador School territory was made into
School District#6. OnFebruary 16, 1899,
‘Whiteflat territory was formed into Dis-
trict #7 and in 1906 the Barton School
was organized and a new scholastic dis-
trictcreated. it was made District #4 since
South Quitaque School had be¢n moved
and was known as District #8. South
Quitaque was made from territory around
Flomot. Northfield district was created
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Number 9 on July 28, 1906. It wasanew building. Roaring Springs erected a
school and established toserve the people  modem brick building in 1921 followed
of the northeastern partof the county who by a modern high school with gymna-
had no school until this time. sium in 1935. In 1922 Flomot built a
i i odem two-story brick building. In 1936
With the formation of the town of ™ Ty PLCnE

man School was moved to the townand . . 3 i
organized into District#10, The Lambert 1% 1" ;ﬁ;“;ﬁégggh;g{e“mbg“"sg
ﬁ:re%o};;‘{a:nf?:::gzmllgﬁ?sn sk, However, this was never started. In%?.é
s 191 One month Folley voted bonds and constructed a
late; FplleyDSChpol w;s %rgaxlzed and modem stucco building. Fairview voted
';]931; u‘;‘tg C‘;ﬂlt;l gclmrd gf Elagl;sat“g.; bonds in 1929 and a modern brick build-
divi d;ad the Tongue Ri ks .p  ing was constructed. In 1939 the Barton
Tonoac Reven i tnico whichl e il comlafruiotid a £otir s brick
i e ot el NSPSTS g i« cont s ol
#5 or Darden Canyon District. The west- | Northfield Districterected amodem frame
! f ! buildingin 1917; in 1934 they voted extra

em half of the territory was designated as | : 24y
e L Dy bonds and built a modern brick school

Flag Springs District or District #3. The ' bailding and Sobined
Bird District was created by the County B nC Sy e 4

Board on April 8, 1919, and was desig-  Flag Springs, D:

nated as District #13. It was created from Lambegn fn"d %v}m:r gte:rcd?snn’;?:?s' I;‘ﬁli;}:i
territory formerly belonging to Dumont frame buildings of two, three and four
and Darden Canyon. The final district to rooms. The Bird School had a one-room
be created was the Montgomery District frame that was erected when the school
knownas District#14, beingcreatedMay yas organized in 1919. Montgomery had
6,1919. OnJune 22,1929, a small partof 1 pyilding, and the county-line districts
the Lambert District was joined to the haq modern brick structures

Bridle Bit District of Hall County giving 5
the county two county-line districts

(1939), The population of Motley County in

. . 1891 was 139 and of this number 63 were
 During 1925 four of the county dis-  enrolled in school sometime during the
tricts were made into independent dis- year, In 1929 enrollment reached an all-
ng ‘l;z' E’S&‘ﬁ?s‘ﬁéﬂ?ﬁ'n'ﬁ o L;I]aggotr. timehigh of 1821.In 1931 it was 1703; in
iteflat. 1933 jt dro t0 1628; i i
In 1928, a building wave struck the 1371, [ 9t
county and asaresult some of the districts
had rather large debts. Modern buildings The districts of Motley County had
;mids mnl:;lce?l:)sf%::edasgzgs 1920. consistently refused to consolidate
ul year Matador Con-  with other district and especially with
struced a modern two-story brick build- the independent district. Ote eason for
ing. In 1930 2 modemn grade school and this was that the independent districts had
gymnasium were built. The older build- more room intheirschools that they could
ing was made into a senior high school yse, This was due in part to the decrease in
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enrollment. The schools usually accepted
any transfer for the state apportionment
due on the student. The first district to
transfer was Barton in 1935 when the
entire student body went to Matador.
They had to furnish their own transporta-
tion, and Matador was to receive the state
apportionment. In 1936 Montgomery and
Folley districts were transferred to Tur-
key with the same type contract. White
Star tranferred their students to Whiteflat
in 1937 with White Star furnishing trans-
portation for all students to Whiteflat.
Whiteflat was to transport the tenth and
eleventh grades to Matador. The Fairview
school decided to do the same thing afew
weeks later under the same contract. The
main reason for these high school trans-
fers was to give the high school students
an opportunity to graduate from a fully
accredited high school and enable them
to enter college without having to take
entrance exams.

The transfer record for the school year

of 1939-40 was: White Star school will
go to Flomot. Barton will send its stu-.
dents to Matador as it has done for the last
three years. Folley transferred to Flomot
and Montgomery would go to Turkey.
Darden Canyon and Flag Springs signed
a three year contract to transfer their
students to Roaring Springs, and Roaring
Springs is to receive their tax money and
the state money as to provide free trans-
portation for each district.

In September 1941 a twelve-year
system was adopted with the additional
year added at the Primary level.

It might be of interest to some that on
September 10, 1936, there were 1556
scholastics as the schools started in the
nine common and four independent school
districts. There was generous state aid
with thatmany scholastics; and $4,822.23

unty




Whiteflat Baptist Church

On February 21, 1891, just two weeks
after the official organization of Motley
County a group of early settlers to the

+ county met at Whiteflat to organize the
. Whiteflat Baptist Chruch. It was the first
- church or any other type of organization
in the new county.

Bro. J.C. Powers acted as moderator
and RE. Lee was secretary. Charter
members were Mr. and Mrs. A.B. New-
man and Lizzie, Mr. and Mrs. W.E.
Powers,Mr.andMrs.J.W.Lee,M.J. Lee,
Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Lee and Bro. Powers.

‘Whiteflat Baptist Church, 1924

(photo courtesy of Stuart Dixon)

Several others joined through the next
year including A.B. Echols and Mr. and
Mrs. W.H. Rattan.

The Whiteflat Church oversaw and
supported the organization of the First
Baptist Church of Matador in May of
1893 and for several years shared pastors,
with alternating Sunday Preaching serv-
ices. The Whiteflat Church also had a
part in the beginnings of other area
churches and was instrumental in organ-
izing the first association in the area.

Many pioneer names are on the rolls

of the Whiteflat Baptist Church as they
and the other denominations through the
years saw the need for spiritual strength
given by Christians joining together to
worship God.

Timeand circumstances broughtabout

a shifting of the population and in No-
vember of 1963 the church was forced to

disband, uniting with the First Baptist

Church in Matador to continue in their
parents and grandparents spiritual foot-
steps.

Descendant of First Motley County
Clerk Still Makes Her Home

by Lila Meador

When descendants of the first elected
officials of Motley County are recog-
nized May 25 during the opening cele-
bration of the centennial year, the list will
include Hazel Walton Donovan, a direct
descendant of the county's first County
Clerk. Her father, Walton A. Walton was
appointed to the office When the county
was organized Feb. 5, 1891, and was re-
elected to office insubsequent years. He
served for 20 years, and was still in office
when he died June 17, 1911.

Hazel was born in Matador, the
younger daughter of Mr. Walton and his
wife, the former Carolyn Virginia Cribbs,
and although a small girl when her father

Hazel Walton

died, she remembers him well and his
devotion to his family.

‘When asked where she was born, Hazel
isquick toanswer, adding, "Matador has
been my home all my life.” There was a
sojourn of several months in Corpus
Christi, where her mother was consider-
ing moving when Hazel was in the sev-
enth grade. "I cried every day we were
there," she says. "Mama finally gave up
and we came back home."

She remembers that she has lived on
Main Street in south Matador, all her life.
The family home was first located in the
middle of the street, about even with the
present Bill Durham home. It was later
sold and moved farther south to the east
side of the street, and is now owned by
R.C. Giesecke. In the meanwhile Mrs.

In Matador

‘Walton had married Dr. E.W. McKenzie
and they built the home at the end of the
street which the Dan Brandons now own.
After Hazel and R.E. Donovan married in
June of 1929, they built the home where
she still lives - on the west side of Main,
south.

During the years Hazel has been ac-
tive in civic, community, school and
church affairs. She is co-executor of the
Wilie ranches, an estate left by her late
sister, Virginia Walton Wilie. She has
been secretary of the Ex-Students and
Ex-Teachers Association since 1954 and
wastwice chosenas Homecoming Queen.
She is also secretary of East Mound
Cemetery Association and reporter for
the Women's Golf Association of Springs
Ranch. She reports its activities in a
newspaper column, "In The Rough." She
assisted in fund drives for the Red Cross
and other community projects for many
years, and was substitute teacher in the
local school system foranumber of years.
During the years her daughter, Rose
Carolyn (Mrs. Carl) Pierce was growing |

up, her interests centered on youth activi-
ties. She is a member of the First United
Methodist Church and an adult Sunday
School class.

In addition to her other involvements,
Hazel serves as election judge for general
or special elections, and helps with gen-
eral, county and school elections. Her

favorite pastime is playing bridge and
participating in golf schedules. She also
knits and does other needlework.

The Matador Ex-Students and Teach-
ers Association dedicated its 1973 Home-
coming program to her, and the Matador

Tribune noted: "To be involved is to be a
friend, which is to say that Hazel Dono-
van is a friend to, as well as a part of the
community."

The home of the Walter Waltons, built in 1900. Lumber was hauled from Childress. It was located in the middle of the street,

from Steve Burns home. It was moved in 1926 and now is the home of R.C. Giesecke.
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(photo courtesy of Hazel Donovan)
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This house built in 1926 by Dr. and Mrs.
E.W. McKenzie at the end of Main Street
to replace the former home - the W.A.
Walton home - which had been in the

middle of the street and is now the R.C.
Giesecke home. In a few years the McKen-
zie's added on to their home on the east
side - to become his dental office. This
house is now the Dan Brandon home.

(Photo courtesy of Hazel Donovan)
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Matador Methodist Church History

Methodist Church

by Beverly Vinson

NOTE: Mrs. Mike (Virginia Edmonson)
Hoyle wrote the history of the Matador
Methodist Church in 1982 and virtually
all of this information came from that
book. She was the granddaughter of
charter members T.N. and Mary (Hol-
land) Edmonson, born and raised in
Matador and growing up feeling the
Methodist Church was her second home.

From the late Judge G.E. Hamilton in
an article published in the Matador Trib-
une, Aug. 1939; "In the minutes of an old
Quarterly conferencerecord found among
the archives of the local Methodist
Church, Rev. R.M. Morris, pastor of the
Guthrie mission, Vernon district, reported
at the 4th Quarterly conference, held in
Dickens on Oct. 13, 1892, that during the
preceding quarter he took into the church
by letter; Thomas N. Edmonson, Mary
Edmonson, Fannie and Ida Edmonson,
J.A. Jones, RJ. Jones, Mary Jones, R.E.
Jones and by "ritual” Wm. Wason and
Sister Wason.

Rev. Morris held a revival meeting
during the summer of 1892 undera group
of cottonwood trees on Ballard Creek
near the Reeves home. At that meeting,
the persons named above were organized
into the church. Three of the six charter
members, Mrs. F.M. Jinkins (Fannie
Edmonson), Mrs. C.D. Pipkin (Ida
Edmonson), and Mrs. Mollie T. Wason
are yet members of this church. Thus,
after 47 years, 30% of the charter mem-
bers are still living.

At that time Matador was only a small
hamlet, and even house room essential
for actual shelter was not plentiful; there-
fore, there were no church buildings in
the vicinity, and the church was forced to
find shelter in schoolhouses, the court-
house, or just anyplace where room could
be found to worship.

The Guthrie mission was composed
(of Guthrie, Paducah, Matador, Whiteflat,
Cottonwood (now Afton), Dickens and
Emma. In the first Quarterly conference,
it was shown that only $1.50 was raised
for the quarter and applied to the pastor's
salary. Rev. Morris, in his written report,
stated that he had preached 13 times and
made about 35 pastoral visits. The sec-
ond conference was heldin April, 1892 at
Guthrie and the records then showed that
nothing was collected.

We wondered as we read, how he fed
himself, his family and his team, but
decided that the problem was solved by
those 65 pastoral visits.

Inhissecondreport, the preacher wrote
that he had preached nine times, made
about 25 pastoral visits, and baptized one
adult and one infant in the interim of 35
days since preceding conf

(staff photo)

assume that this worthy servant of the
Gospel, obtained his hire by boarding
with his family around and among the
faithful.

At the fourth conference, Wm. Wason
was elected Sunday School superinten-
dent. Tradition tells us he organized the
first Sunday School atMatador and guided
its destinies for many years, but whether
it was conducted as a strictly Methodist
school or not, this writer has been unable
to learn.

In 1899, Mr. Wason was still superin-
tendent, and non-sectarian literature was
being used in Sunday School. People of
all denominations attended, and officers
and teachers were members of both the
Baptist and Methodist churches.

Everything was harmonious, although
the school would run on for two or three
hours sometimes before the spirit would
move us to break up. Several times we
recall that we were forcibly reminded of
that good old song, "How Tedious and
Tasteless the Hours."

In 1900 a new church was built, under
the supervision of T.N. Edmonson, with
Rev. C.A. Clark as pastor. It was a frame
structure about 30 x 50 feet, and in later
years a shed room was added, running
entirely across the west end, which was
utilized as a Sunday School room.

Although this building was built as a
Methodist church, all denominations
contributed to it liberally, especially our
Baptist friends. It was the first and for
several years the only house of worship in
town and was used a year or two by the
Baptist, Rev. W.H. Rattan being their
pastor at that time.

The Sunday School remained non-
sectarian until 1901 when Brother A.
Kansler, a German blacksmith, was
elected Methodist superintendent by the
conference. He began organizing the
Sunday School into a strictly Methodist
institution, with Teutonic thoroughness,
very much as the Kaiser would have
reorganized his army - without loss of
time. Much grumblings and considerable
criticism met his efforts, but he paid them
nomind. The Baptists soon withdrew and
organized their own school at the school-
house.

The old Methodist church was used
until 1926 when it was sold, and the
presentbrick building was erected. Much
credit is due the efforts of Mr. Edmonson,
who was the moving spiritin the building
of the first church building. The people
generally over the county were liberal in
subscribing both money and labor to-
wards its construction"”.

THE CHURCH BUILDINGS:

The first church building was con-
structed in 1900 under the supervision of
T.N. Edmonson with Rev. C.A. Clark as
pastor. Material for this was hauled from

‘When it is recalled that houses were
from five to 40 miles apart in his territory
at that time, and the swiftest method of
travel was by buggy, and that roads were
mere trails with no bridges or even cul-
verts spanning the streams, we naturally

Child and Quanah. It was frame
construction about 30 x 50 feet and faced
east on a lot south of the present church
(where the present unoccupied Texaco
service station is located). In later years a
shedroom was added across the entire
west end and used as Sunday School
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rooms. It was sold after the brick building
was completed in 1926. The bell was
moved to the new location and mounted
on a stand since the new structure did not
have a belfry. Known trustees in 1904
were T.N. Edmonson, W.W. Moore and
A.C. Traweek.

The second church building musthave
been designed from a plan sent out by the
conference because Methodist churches
built in that era all looked alike. It had a
full basement with the sanctuary on the
top level and steep steps leading to entries
on each side of the front. It was a great
improvement over our old building in
both size and looks.It had polished hard-
wood floors, natural woodwork and snow-
flake glassin the windows. The basement
was enjoyed by the children and young
people for recreation as well as Sunday
School. Thebuilding committee was T.T.
Jameson, Chairman, B.M. Sudduth, Sec-
retary, B.F. Moore, G.E. Hamilton, A.C.
Traweek, Homer Sheats, C.B. Whitten,
D.W. Pitts, J.E. Jameson. The Rev. L.B.
Smallwood was pastor. This building was
dedicated Nov. 29, 1936 when Dallas D.
Denison was pastor. Bishop H.A. Boaz
was here for the dedication and preached
at the morning service. Dr. E.E. White,
the Presiding Elder, preached at the eve-
ning service. Trustees at that time were,
A.C. Traweek, T.T. Jameson, G.E.
Hamilton, Homer Sheats, C.B. Whitten
and James Neblett. Stewards listed were
G.E. Hamilton, EE. Jameson, Henry
Salomon, W. N. Pipkin, D, E. Pitts, T. B.
Edmonson,J.R. Whitworth, J.S. Stanley,

* H.N. Ford, H.H. Schweitzer and Oscar

Vinson.

In 1949 the building was modernized
with ceilings lowered, wallboard put up,
new solid oak pews with velvet cushions
installed, the altar and choir area re-done
and carpet laid. The kitchen in the base-
ment was improved and updated from:
time to time as was the basement area in-
general.

The next expansion made was when
the Educational Building was built in
1962. Ground broken April 16 and the

$45,000.00 structure was occupied in
October of the same year. The building
committee was composed of the follow-
ing: N.L. (Bill) Moss, chairman; Glen
Brotherton, Algie Groves, Furman Vin-
son, T.B. Edmonson, W.D. Lipscomb
and C.T. Jinkins. J. Tom Hamilton was
finance chairman with L.B. Campbell,
Vance Gilbreath and W.N. Pipkin. The
brick building measuring 130 x 42 feet
adjoining the church on the south. This
houses the pastors study; a prayer room,
the church parlor, library, nursery and
rest rooms in addition to Sunday School
classrooms. The Rev. Roy Patterson was
pastor when this structure was built.

The Educational Building was for-
mally opened on Jan. 20, 1963. Bishop
Paul V. Galloway of San Antonio was
speaker for the consecration service with
District Superintendent J.E. Shewbert in
attendance. Dedication of this Educa-
tional Building was conducted on De-
cember 16, 1973. Bishop Alsie Carleton
of the Northwest Texas - New Mexico
Episcopal Area delivered the sermon at
morning worship and presided at the
dedication service. Douglas Gossett was
pastor and other guests were Rev. W.B.
Swim, a former pastor, Rev. Dr. J. Wel-
don Butler, District Superintendent and
the Rev. Roy Patterson, pastor when the
building was erected. Melvin Meason,
longtime trustee presented the building
fordedication and excerpts from his pres-
entation follow: "Mr. J. Tom Hamilton
was elected chairman of the Building
FundFinance Committee. He helpedraise
$1,000.00 twice each year to pay the
indebtedness. He announced on June 24
during the morning worship that the debt
was paid in full. He died on Tuesday
following. The Whiteflat church merged
with Matador in 1966 and the sale of that
property helped pay for this building and
the new parsonage built in 1965 while
Rev. Wilbur Gaede was pastor."

Our third and present building was
erected as the result of a disaster. A build-
ing fund had been started a number of
years ago with hopes of building a new
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sanctuary on ground level but prospects
did not look good to build in 1975 when
a committee was appointed to look into
possibilities available to us. An architec-
tual firm wasretained and after months of
checking out all aspects of building, it
was decided we would have to remodel.
Our old building was pronounced struc-
turally sound; so remodeling was started
in 1978 with a complete new roof. Air
conditioning and heating had been done
by mid-May. The carpenters were ready
to start on May 30. May 24, 1978 the roof
collapsed and the west wall of the sanctu-
ary was pushed out. The building was in
ruins. No other choice but to build. The
existing committee now became the build-
ing committee. They were Virginia Hoyle,
chairman; June Moss, secretary; Bill
Moss, Marion Woodruff, Frank Price,
Algie Groves, Furman and Beverly Vin-
son, L.B. Campbell and John M. Russell,
chairman of the Official Board and ex-
officio member. The finance committee
was co-chaired by W.D. Lipscomb and
Billy Wason. Other on that committee
were Mary Meason, Wynona Gilbreath,
L.B. Campbell, John M. Russell, W.C.
Pallmeyer, Ronnie Richards and Furman
Vinson. ;

Help came immediately from every
corner of the city, county and state. Other
churches offered their facilities for our
services or any other needs, but we were
able to meet in our Educational Building
for everything but funerals. The Baptist
Church graciously shared all their facili-
ties with us when we had funerals and we
had an unusually large number during the
first three months after we lost our build-
ing.
December 20, 1978 a contract was
signed with Tusha Building fora 60 x 95'
structure, steel superstructure with brick
exterior housing sanctuary, fellowship
hall and kitchen. Refinishing pews and
chairs was under direction of Opal and
Charlie Johnson with young and old alike
working to complete that task. Homer
and Theda Jenkins gave untirelessly of
their time and talents in selection of car-
pet, upholstry of furniture and pews and
kneeling area. Needlepoint kneeling
cushions were designed and work doled
out for making them by Beverly Vinson.
June Moss designed the spacious, con-
venientkitchen making it one of the most
modem, workable kitchens in the confer-
ence area.

The first service in the new building

_was Sept. 15, 1979 with the indebtedness

paid off in 1982 and on Jan. 30,1983 the
building was dedicated with Bishop Louis
Showengert preaching. Billy Wason
presented the building for dedication.
Others attending the services were Rev.
Bruce Parks, District Supt., Rev. W.B.
Swim and Rev. Mark Gibbens-Rickman,
former pastors. Rev. Lloyd Hearn was
pastor when we started the remodeling
project and he was here when the build-
ing collapsed. He moved and a young
ministerial student was sent until our
assigned minister, Kenny Kirk, completed
his schooling. He and Terry, his wife,
presented the church with the first par-
sonage baby in many, many years.
PARSONAGES: A deed was found
dated 1904 executed upon purchase of a
lot in the same block as the 1900 church
building, so we assume that it was for the
parsonage. The house was built north of
the church, also facing east. It was frame
construction with tworooms oneachend,
joined by alonger center room. Lots were
purchased across the alley to the north of
the parsonage and the church in 1918.
The second parsonage was completed
and in use before the second church was
built. It was in the exact location of the
present church, a frame construction but
more modern in floor plan, The first pastor
to live in this new parsonage was Rev.
J.0. Quattlebaum. The first couple mar-
ried in the new parsonage was Olive
Moore and John C. Russell, May 1911.
Ground was broken on July 11, 1965 for
the present parsonage. Mrs. Ida (Ed-
monson) Pipkin, only surviving charter
member and widow of Rev. D.C. Pipkin!
participated in the ceremony. Open house

was held November 1, 1965 and dedica-
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tion was Dec. 3, 1967. The first occu-
pants were Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur Gaede.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School
was an important part of the Methodist
Church fromitsearliestinception. Though
sometime the number of participants was
smaller than others the interest of the
clases and students was impressive.

WOMEN'S SOCIETIES: (compiled
by Josephine Moore Hamilton). The La-
dies Aid Society was organized in the
summer of 1901 with two charter mem-
bers. It grew, became affiliated with the
Home Mission Society and collected dues
of 10¢ per month. Early years were spent
inMission Study and making quilts which
they sold for $1.50. Repair of window
panes in the parsonage was the first work
sponsored by the society and from there it
went to furniture, shades, curtains, slip
covers, commode tops, paint jobs, refrig-
erators, mattresses and springs, washer
and dryer, bedroom sets, carpetsand lawn
chairs for the parsonage, linoleum, shut-
ters, cooking utensils, dishes and air
conditioners were put in the church
kitchen. Other projects were a rest room
in the basement of the church, handrail
for the front steps, baptismal bowl, piano
for the parlor, and the society helped
build the restrooms at the back of the
courthouse. Many Bible and mission
studies were undertaken, money sent to
Navajo Mission School, relocation camps
for Japanese, hospitals, Red Cross,
Wesley Houses, Scarritt College, Lydie
Patterson Insittute, etc. Money todo these
many and varied jobs was made through
cooking, serving Lions Club for 50 years,
serving any other group that needed a
good meal, quilting, bazaars, box sup-
pers, trip around the world dinner, sold
"Holland" magazine, cookbooks, extracts
and seasoning all the while acquiring the
title of "best cooks in the countryside". In
the twenties a group for young women
was organized with Mrs. Henry (Lucy)
Ford as its first president; the thirties a
Business and Professional group was
formed with Mrs. A.W. Ford leader; 1940
all groups joined and became Women's
Society of Christian Service, Mrs. Harry
Willett, president.

METHODIST MEN: Recorded be-
ginning ca. 1956 and continuing through
1968 usually having breakfast together,
meeting once a month, sponsoring a
family night and covered dish supper
every fourth meeting with program each
meeting as well as short business session.

MUSICOF THE CHURCH: The choir
has been blessed with members wholove

“to'sing ‘and through the years the church

has had a reputation of good singing.
Mrs. A.C. Traweek, Miss Mary Dunn,
May Wason (Simpson), Corda Russell
(Neblett), Olive Moore (Russell), Jo-
sephine Moore (Hamilton), and Mabel
Jameson (Pate) have been pianists for the
Methodist church, then some of’ the
younger girls began to attain experience,
thesebeing RobertaJameson, Ruth Moore
(Edwards) and Kathryn Sheats (Johnson).
Roberta has continued to give the church
its name for excellence in piano and then
organ music when one was purchased in
1955. A men's quartet was a part of the
choir for many years - Randall Whit-
worth, T.B. (Boss) Edmonson, Frank’
Jameson and Jim Edmonson. Today we
stillhave achoir and though small, it does
enhance the services. Marion Woodruff
(Mrs. Glenn) is choir director and one of
the leaders in making the choir stand out
along with others dedicated to that serv-
ice. The gift of a new organ from Glenn
and Marion Woodruff when we moved
into the new church has been one of the
greatest boons in our church music his-
tory. Roberta's service to our church is a
continual blessing.

Revivals have been an ongoing prac-
tice of this Methodist Church with some
outstanding participants.

In 1966 Rev. John Fitzgerrel came as
jpastor and he brought the idea of a Har-
_vest Festival. One Sunday during the
iyear, in the Fall, would be designated for
iraising money for the conference com-
:mittments and other needs.

Everyone agreed that asking formoney
every few Sundays was bothersome an
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irritating so with trepidation accepted the
idea to try the Harvest Festival plan. The
church is decorated each year with
Thanksgiving type arrangements, a deli-
cious home cooked meal prepared by
everyone bringing something, the collec-
tion taken and not one time since 1966
has the church ever "come up short" of
the budget. There have been times when
some were skeptical, but each year the
church members come through with the
designated amount.

The church has celebrated different
reunions with the 75th anniversary in

- 1967. A large sign was erected in the
church yard with 1892-1967, 75th anni-
versary. Former pastors were invited to
preach during the year and one, Aug. 27,
services were held at the site where the
church was organized on Ballard Creek.
Many relatives of Charter members were
in attendance at that service. Another
celebration enjoyed by many was honor-
ing the family of charter member, F.M.
(Pat) and Fannie (Edmonson) Jinkins,
this being held Oct. 9, 1988. Certificates
of Membership were presented to all
family members and the crowning touch
was the sermon of Bishop Danny Solo--
mon, grandson of the charter members,
son of Mable (Jinkins) and Henry Solo-
mon. October 14, 1990 was set aside to
honor descendants of other charter
members, and those joining before 1930.
Dr. Sam Nader, retired senior minister of
First United Methodist Church of Lub-
bock bringing the sermon. Membership
certificates were given the honorees, good
music was enjoyed and a bountiful meal
prepared for all.

The church still enjoys worshipping
together, the closeness of churches of the
community and trying to uphold the
Methodist doctrine of preaching the gos-
pel to our fellowmen.

Pastors who have ministered to this
church are: R.M. Morris, organizing
preacher; J.W.H. Beacham, 1892-94; Paul
Bently, 1894-96; R.M. Morris, 1896-98;
C.A.Clar, 1898-;J.L. Hollars (part) 1901;
J.W.Gibbens, 1901-02; Ben Hardy, 1902-
03; J.T. Hicks, 1903-06; R.L. Jameson,
1906-10; D.B. Doak, 1910-; Will Garri-
son (part) 1912; D.B. Doak, 1912-14;
JB. McCarley (part) 1914-?; L.A.
Humphreys, 1914-2; R.F. Dunn, 1914-
16; C.H. Ledger, 1916-17; W.C. Hinds,
1917-19;Z.B. Pirtle, 1919-20;J.0. Quat-
tlebaum, 1920-22; JohnE. Eldridge, 1922-

24; L.B. Smallwood, 1924-26; Ed R.
Wallace, 1926-27; Ed Tharp, 1927-29;
Joe E. Boyd, 1929-31; J.E. Chisholm,
11931-32; J.F. Luker, 1932-34; Dallas D.
Dennison, 1934-38; W.B. Vaughn, 1938-
42; W.B. Swim, 1942-43; George E.
Turrentine, 1943-46; Oscar Bruce, 1946-
48: Marvin Brotherton, 1948-11-1-52;
Walter V. OKelly, 1952-56; C. Woodrow
Williams, 1956-58; L.W. Tucker, 1958-
60; Roy Patterson, 1960-64; Wilbur F.
Gaede, 1964-66; John Fitzgerrel, 1966-
71; Douglas Gossett, 1971-74; Lloyd
Hearn, 1974-78; Phil McClendon, sum-
mer, 1978; Kenny Kirk, 1978-80; Mark
Gibbens-Rickman, 1980-82; Eddie
Marcum, 1982-85; Royce Scott, 1985-
86; Gene B. Louder, 1986-89; Marihelen
Cross, 1989-present.

WHITEFLAT FRIENDS: (I-r back row)
Ralph White,Savannah "Stroope" White,
Mrs. Sam Harris, Marie (Harris) Price,
Tip Price, Lillie (Harris) Smoat, Sam
Smoat; (front row 1-r) Henry Harris, Ral-
phene White, Dean (Stroope) Harris, Hope
White in Dean's arms, Burlan (Buddy)
Harris, Kitty Mae (Yocham) Harris, Joy
Harris in Kitty's Lap, Tige Smoot.

(Photo courtesy of Nora Belle Dunning)
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Traweek House Receives Recorded Historic Landmark Subject
Market and Listing on National Register of Historic Places

TRAWEEK HOUSE, Matador,

It is unoccupied.

by Mrs. Howard Traweek

In May 1964, Traweek House, the
home built in Matador in 1916 by Dr. and
Mrs. Albert Carroll Traweek Sr., received
the distinction of receiving an official
Texas Historic Medallion. Mrs. W.N.
Pipkin, at that time chairman of Motley
County Historical Commission, and
Motley County Judge Elbert Reeves were
instrumental in securing the medallion.

In 1990 and again in 1991, Traweek
House was awarded two additional hon-
ors. It has received Recorded Texas
Historic Landmark status and a Subject
Marker from the Austin based Texas
Historical Commission, and has been
approved by the Texas State Board of
Review of the same commission to be
placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. The Texas Historical Com-
mission administers the federal register
project in Texas.

The National Register is a program of
the Department of the Interior that recog-
nizes properties significant in American

istory, architecture and archeology.
Traweek House was eligible for these
historic honors through its association
withDr. Albert Carroll Traweek Sr., early
day physician of Motley County; and for
its unique and well crafted architecture.

The Recorded Texas Historic Subject
Marker reads as follows:

TRAWEEK HOUSE

Dr. Albert Carroll Traweek Sr. (1875-
1959) and his wife Allie (Rainey) (1881-
1963) came to Matador from Fort Worth
soon after their marriage in 1897. Dr.
Traweek began his medical practice, and
the couple bought a small frame house.
They eventually were the parents of six
children. A prominent and respected
physician, Dr. Traweek first traveled on
horseback or by horse and buggy to visit
his patients. He was known as the "pneu-
monia doctor” because of his success in

established ahospital and wasthe county's
first public health officer.

In 1915 after a previous dwelling on
this site was destroyed by fire, construc-
tion began on this house. Designed by
Dr. Traweek's uncle, noted west Texas
builder, Charles Stephens Oates, the
house was completed in 1916 at a cost of
$14,000. The two story stuccoed ma-
sonry structure reflects a combination of
architectural styles, exhibiting Italian
Renaissance, Prairie, and Classical Re-
vival detailing.

Among those who visited the Traweek
Home were Baldwin Parker (son of
Quanah Parker, last chief of the Coman-
che Indians) and many state and national
officials. The home which has remained
in the Traweek family, received an offi-
cial historical medallion in 1964 and is a
Recorded Texas Historic Laggglark
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An additional plaque, placed on the
back of the marker reads:

Traweek children:

AC.Jr.MD.

Mary, D.D.S.

Lucile

John

Allie

Howard, L.L.B.,J.D.

Youngest son, Howard Traweek,
County Attorney of Motley County for
fifty (50) years, and his wife, Eleanor
(Mitchell) Traweek were the last of the
immediate family to live in Traweek
House. :

The bronze National Register of His-
toric Places plaque has the following
inscription:

TRAWEEK HOUSE
HAS BEEN LISTED IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES
BY THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR

e

Dedication, officiated by Dr. David R.
Murrah, will be held at Traweek House at
the site of the markers at 2 p.m., Satur-
day, May 25, followed by a reception at
Motley County Library. A cordial invi-
tation is extended to those who would
like to attend.

The Traweek family would like to
express appreciation to those who have
worked in conjunction with them to meet
criteria requirements at the local, state
and national levels: Marisue Potts, Chair-
man of the Motley County Historical
Commission; Norman Harp, architect,
former Matador resident, now of Santa
Fe, New Mexico; Frances Rickard, Di-
rector of the State Marker Program Texas
Historical Commission; Cynthia Jo Bee-
man, Historian of the State Marker Pro-
gram Texas Historical Commission; Amy

Crossing
Red
River

by Naomi Tilson

W.R. Tilson, who was one of the early |

settlers of Motley County, was a ranch
hand for the Matadors, a large ranch.
They often drove their cattle to market
having to cross the Red River, which was
very
sand.

The Indians often camped along the *

River, oftenkilling off some of the cattle.
Mr. Tilson was riding herds and stopped
to talk to an Indian woman who was
cooking something in a pot. She asked
him if he would like some and as he was
dipping out of the pot, the woman said,
"Dip Deep, Pup In the Bottom". Mr,
Tilson went right on and ate.

Oden Chevrolet

Floydada, Texas

ok ok Kok Rk

%

and very dangerous with quick- *

;i********************************

Texas 1916. Photograph made in the summer of 1916, shortly after completion of the house.

E. Dase, Historian of the National Regis-
ter Program Texas Historical Commis-
sion; James W. Steely, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Texas Historical
Commission; Ann Perry, Secretary State

Marker Program Texas Historical Com-
mission; Marlene Casarez of Marker

Application, National Register Division .
Texas Historical Commision; Dr. David.
R. Murrah, Executive Director of South-

west Collection Texas Tech University,
and member of the Texas State Board of
Review for the National Register Pro-
gram; other members of the Texas State,
Board of Review; and Keeper of the
National Register; Washingion, D.C.

Muchappreciation isextended to Billy
Osborn, LeslieLester and Tim Adams for
setting the markers.

Architecture of Traweek House

by Eleanor Traweek

Constructed on the site of a frame
residence which was burned to the ground
in 1915 when the two youngest Traweek
children built a campfire in the attic, the
present Traweek house consisting of 10
room and a partial basement, was com-
pleted in 1916. It was designed to be as
fireproof as possible. The house is built
almost entirely of masonry, with walls
which are 14 inches thick and composed
of plaster, interlesking tile, brick and
stucco. It measures 38 feet, 4 inches wide
across the front and is 46 feet 2 inches
deep. The first and 2nd floors contain
3,445 square feet. This does not inlcude
basement measurements. Two stories in
height, Traweek is topped by a shallow
red tile hip roof with a flat rooftop which
supports 2 interior chimneys.

Traweek House was planned and
consructed by Charles Stephens Oates,
veteran west Texas building contractor
of Abilene, Texas and at one time presi-
dentof the Abilene chapter of Associated
Contractors of America, Mr. Oates, the
maternal uncle of Dr. Albert Carroll
Traweek Sr., can be credited with the
foresight to include ideas in his plans

-which were inovative for a house of this

vintage and area. An example, unusually
large closets were built in each bedroom,
Uncle Charlie's insistence about includ-
ing this feature prevailed over Dr.
Traweek's protests that wardrobes would

Mary and Albert Traweek, about 1904 or 1905.

be sufficient.

Distinctive features of the house in-
clude the six circular white wooden col-
umns which support the balcony above;
the original wooden beaded ceiling on
the lower porch; vertical leaded glass
panels of clear, green and gold stained
glass flanking the beveled glass front
door; bookcases enclosed by double
leaded glass doors; and tiger stripe oak
woodwork. An original leaded, stained
and jeweled glass window measures 2
feet, 4 inches by 3 feet 2 inches and is of
the "Royal Crown" motif, a pattern that
combines diamond, floral and rectangu-
lar patterns in gold, ivory, crimson and
emerald. The house contains 3 interior
stairways and 3 coal burning fireplaces.

Two clothes chutes, one installed in
the wide hall upstairs, the other in the
downstairs hall lead to the laundry in the
basement. They were considered time
and step saving devices in an early day.

The upstairs bath contains the original
tub which is 5 feet, 5 inches in length. It
was installed a few years after the house
was built.

The importance of Dr. Traweek as an
early day doctor in Motley County is
reflected in his home. Traweek House
has come to be regarded as a symbol of
the pioneer doctor who, dedicated to his
calling, won the confidence and the love
of the pioneers he served. Well preserved,
Traweek House has always been loved
by the Traweek family.

(Photo courtesy of Eleanor Traweek)
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Howard Traweek, Motley County Attorney 1938-1988

Sons of Dr. and Mrs. Albert Carroll Traweek Sr., accept Texas Historic Medallion at
the Dedication of Traweek House as a Texas Historic Medallion Home, Matador, Texas
May 28, 1964. From left to right: Howard Traweek, County Attorney of Motley
County; and Albert C. Traweek, Jr., M.D.

by Eleanor Traweek

Howard Traweek, County Attorney of
Motley County for fifty years, was born
in Matador, TexasonJuly 5, 1912. It was
his legal residence for his entire life.
Motley County was the only home he
ever knew. He loved it and was totally
familiar with it.

He was the sixth child of pioneer
physician, Dr. Albert Carroll Traweek
Sr., and his wife, Allie (Rainey). Both of
his parents were native Texans.

From the time Howard was 10 years
old he knew that when he grew up he
wanted tobe alawyer. Judge G.E. Hamil-
ton was practicing law in Matador at that
time. The judge was always Howard's
friend, and the little boy spent many hours
inhis law offices talking with him, asking
him questions, and gleaning bits of legal
information. Later, Howard's avid inter-
est in debate and his elective courses in |
high school and college were entered into
with a singleness of purpose: to become
an attorney.

‘When he graduated from Matador High
School in 1930 the entire country was in
the throes of a severe depression. There
was no money to go to college.Howard
looked for work all that summer and
finally found it«It s to his credit thz
took a job as amanual laborer on the road
gang building the highway from Matador
to Paducah, and working on the bridge
east of town. Men with families to sup-
port were standing in line waiting for
somebody to quit or to get fired, and
Howard said he felt lucky to get hired at
35¢ an hour working 10 hours a day. He
remembered bogging halfway to hisknees
in the river bed when he carried cement
to build the bridge.

At this time his oldest brother, Dr.
Albert Traweek Jr., was in the Navy in
San Diego, and in the fall of 1931, How-
ard went out ot stay with him, and with
Albert's wife and baby son, to go to school
at San Diego State College. He went out
for Freshman football and won some
medals in Freshman track. The next year
he entered Texas Technological College,
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in
government on August 28, 1936. He was
accepted in law school at the University
of Texas in Austin and graduated with a
Bachelor of Laws on August 29, 1938.
He later received a Doctor of Jurispru-
dence Degree.

Howard came back to his old home
town to practice law, working in connec-
tion with the county attorney at that time,
C.B. Whitten. On November 1,1938, Mr.
Whitten died suddenly following an
emergency operation for acute appendi-
citis. The local weekly newpaper, The
Matador Tribune, which came out 2 days
later, stated that it was authorized to an-
nounce the name of Howard Traweek as
candidate for the office of County Attor-
ney of Motley County, subject to the

Motley

Congratulations

on your 100th Birthday
We hope your next 100 years

are as good as the first

Floyd County
Hesperian-Beacon

Floydada, Texas

(Howard Traweek collection)

general election to be held Tuesday,
November 8, 1938. The paper reported
that:

"In making his announcement Mr.
Traweek declared that he regretted the
necessity of offering himself as a candi-
date so soon after Mr. Whitten's death,
but since the election is next Tuesday, he
has no other opportunity to seek the
consideration of the voters."

Howard's name did not appear on the
general election ballot since Mr. Whitten
was the Democratic nominee for the of-
fice. He was a write-in candidate.

An article in The Matador Tribune
stated:

"...Howard Traweek, write-in candi-
date for the office of county attorney after
the death of Democratic Nominee C.B.
‘Whitten on November 1 was almost the
unanimous choice of voters. He received
313 of the 414 votes accounted for late
yesterday, while boxes from Flomot and
Folley are yet to be reported. It was be-
lieved by some observers that Mr.
Traweek would have received an even
larger vote had he had time to make his
candidacy more generally known."

. After the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Howard volunteered in theUnited States
Navy and entered service as an Appren-
tice Seaman. He was sent to‘the U.S.
Navy Training Station in San Diego,
California. At the end of Boot Camp,
because he had a law degree, he was
appointed Yeoman 3rd Class to keep
records for the company. He was as-
signed to duty as an assistant in the Pro-
vost Marshall's office; passed the exam
for Yeoman 2nd class; and applied for a
commission.

On October 1, 1942 he was appointed
Lieutenant Junior Grade. He completed a
course of instruction at the Naval Train-
ing School at Princeton University, Prin-
ceton, New Jersey and another at the
Naval Training School at Ohio State
University, Columbus, Ohio, in recogni-
tion. He was then stationed at the Subma-
rine Tracer Training Center in Miami,
Florida in the seamanship department as
an instructor in recognition. There he
advanced to the rank of Lieutenant.

He had temporary assignment at the
U.S. Submarine Base, New London,
Connecticut for a course of study in
Lookout Training. Afternearly 3 yearsin
Miami,he applied for a change of duty
and took an opening in OSS (the forerun-
ner of CIA). He was sent to Georgetown
University and to Manasis, Virginia for
training.

From there he went to OSS Training
Camp in Catalina, California. After
completion of this training camp he re-
ceived orders to OSS Headquarters in
‘Washington, D.C. for assignment over
seas in the far east. He was to go to
Kunming in the interior of China, dis-
guised asan Army Major, to help train the
Chinese to fight the Japanese. The end of

County

the war terminated those orders before he
got to Washington. In Washington he
received orders to report to the Navy Air
Station in New Orleans where he worked
in a separation center until he was dis-
charged by the Navy. He received his
honorable discharge at Camp Wallace,
Texas (Houston), on November 3, 1945.
He remained in the U.S. Navy Reserves.
During this time he attended U.S. Naval
School (Navy Justice), passed the exami-
nation and was awarded a certificate in:

"Navy Law, the Naval Judiciary Sys-

| tem and Procedures, Charges and Speci-

fications, Navy Discipline, Evidence,and
the Fact Finding Bodies for the Naval
Reserve."

He also took training cruises. Of par-
ticular pride to the Traweek family was
[ dation which Li Com-
mander Lewis S. Cotton made concern-
ing Howard. He wrote:

"During this cruise Howard Traweek
displayed an excellent ability to cooper-
ate and to learn. He should be qualified
for administrative duties after three
months afloat. Displayed definite admin-
istrative ability. Has unusual ability to
leamn. In conscientious worker. Is recom-
mended for promotion involving admin-
istrative duties ashore. Has pleasing per-
sonality. Particularly desire him."

Howard retired as a Lieutenant Com-
mander.

‘While Howard was stillin services the
local paper printed an article stating that
it was:

"authorized to announce Howard
Traweek as candidate for re-election in
the office of county attorney of Motley
County and subject to the action of the
Democratic Primary, July 25, 1942."

In July he was duly elected.

When Howard returned to Matador
after his discharge from the Navy, he
picked up his life again with his private

law practice and as County Attomey of

Motley County, and threw himself into
community work. He was active in Lions
Club and was elected Boss Lion in 1946;
became chairman of the Father-Son
Banquet, a Lions sponsored activity; was

county chairman of the U. S. bond drive '

was named county chairman of the Texas
Committee for Redistricting; and served
aschairman of the four county USO Fund
Drive. He was amember of the Texas Bar
Association. He took an active part as
assistant Scout Master of the Boy Scouts;
participated in the dedication of the new
county courthouse and was active in
American Legion. Howard, a devout
Christian and a lifelong Methodist, took
partin church activities and served on the
board of the First United Methodist
Church. He helped to organize the Mata-
dor High School Homecoming and served
as its first president and subsequently as
president at a later date. And he made
numerous speeches to various groups on
law related subjects. Whatever it hap-
pend to be, Howard took pride in doing
his job well.

On November 4, 1961, Howard was
married toEleanor Mitchell. Their daugh-
ter is now Nancy Barrow, M.D. Their
grandchildren are Laura and Brian.

Howard knew his home country well
from his many years of living in it and
from his work in handling land sales and
inreading countlessabstracts. One friend,
"Salty" Jones, has said that "Howard
Traweek was a walking encyclopedia of
Motley County."

Howard Traweek was a man of wis-
dom and judgement, able in his position
as prosecuting attorney of Motley County,
to separate the offense from the offender
and to serve justice without being judge-
mental. He knew the law and carried it
out with honor, faimess, efficiency,
committment and rare dedication. After
his death on August 5, 1988, he was
honored with a Senate Proclamation
sponsored by the honorable State Senator
John Montford.

Irene Lawler Traweek on the right with two other Matador teachers
(photo courtesy of Dorothy Traweek Hanesworth)
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And now abidith faith, hope and love. These three, but the
greatest of these is [ove.
ICor. 13:13

The Dr. Albert Carroll Traweek Sr. home, which burned in 1915
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Dr. Albert Carroll Traweek, Sr.

Dr. Albert Carroll Traweek, Sr.

In September, 1897, Dr. Albert Car-
roll Traweek Sr., a graduate of the medi-
cal department of old Fort Worth Univer-
sity came to west Texas to practice
medicine. He brought with him his per-
manent license dated February 19, 1897,
and his bride of 3 months, 15 year old
Allie (Rainey). Afraid of being consid-
ered too young for such a responsible
profession, he grew a beard to make
himself look older than his twenty-one
years. He practiced medicine in Mem-
phis, Texas for a short time before mov-
ing to Matador. He was a practicing
physician in Motley County for more
than 62 years.

Matador, in 1897, was a raw west
Texas town with a few scattered wooden
buildings bordered by plank sidewalks.
‘When the young doctor put up his little
sign there, all the houses in sight num-
bered nineteen including his own, and
many people were living in dugouts. The
youngcouplelivedinasmall frame house
which was located on the lots just north
of where the present Traweek house
stands. It was so cold there in the winter
ithateven the kerosene in the lamps froze.
‘They struggled to make their way, often
living on the vegetables from their own
ortheir neighbors' gardens, or which they
were allowed to pick from the garden at

(Howard Traweek

the treatment of this disease.

He often operated by lamp light. He
setbroken bones in splintshe had whittled;
doctored rattlesnake bites; removed bul-
lets, and treated gunshot wounds; and
patched up injured cowboys on the Mata-
dor and other far reaching ranches.

One of Dr. Traweek's cases, in partic-

ular, is remembered by present day doc--

tors. Mrs. Gober, wife of the local black-
smith went out one night to do her eve-
ning milking. The milch cow, mean and
cantankerous at best, spun round hooked
her horns in the woman's abdoman, and
ripped it open. The woman's intestines
dropped out on the ground in the lot. She
was able to pick them up, put them in the
apron she was wearing, and get back into
the house. Dr. Traweek worked half the
night washing and sewing up perforated
entrails. In an age which did not know
anti-biotics, it was a new miracle that the
woman recovered. Young Sam Dunn,
whose father was the Methodist pastor in
the town at the time, watched the opera-
tion and was impressed by Dr. Traweek's
skill. He later said that the operation was
oneof the contributing factors in his deci-
sion to become a doctor.

A civic minded man, Dr. Traweek was
a staunch supporter of every movement
to improve the economy and the com-
merce of the area. He advocated the build-
ing of dams in some of the creeks and

the Matador Ranch headquarters.

Dr. Traweek began his career in this
wild rough country as a saddlebag doc-
tor. Later when wagon roads made it
possible, hereached his far flung patients
by horse and buggy, and still later by
motorcycle. In 1907, Dr. Traweek bought
the first horseless carriage in Motley
County for the price of $1,340. It was a
four cylinder, twenty-four horsepower
Bendix with patent leather fenders and
coal oil lamps. The lack of good roads
was a handicap, so he and his friend, Jack
L:uckett, builtaroad east to Paducah and
onenortheast to Northfield. Traces of the
country roads are still visible.

Dr. Traweek treated injuries and ev-
ery ailment that flesh is heir to which was
common to the area. In this early day
when typhoid, smallpox and diptheria
were dreaed diseases, he treated them
with a remarkable degree of success. He
performed the first interbation for dipth-
eria in Motley County on his own child,
Mary, when she contracted the disease,
and later brought her to health by pre-
scribing "beef blood". This is believed to

be a medicine used in €arly days which

was also called "beef, wine and iron
tonic." Dr. Traweek was known through-
out the area as "the pheumonia doctor”

because of his successful techniques in

Congratulations
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rivers originating west of Matador as a
means of providing irrigation and recrea-
tional grounds. He donated a windmill to
pipe water to irrigate the city cemetery.
He directed the local Will Rogers Memo-
rial Campaign to commemorate the late
philosopher-humorist. Dr. Traweek also
served on the board of directors for the
citizen-owned shortline railroad, The
Motley County Railway Co., which was
incorporated in 1913 to join Matador
with the Quanah, Acme and Pacific line.
He made every endeavor to see that
improvements were made in the commu-
nity which would benefit its citizens. He
was a charter member of the Matdor
Lions Club; the Matador Masonic Lodge
#642; and the Chamber of Commerce. He
was an active member of the Democratic
Party and of the Methodist Church.

Dr. Traweek also believed in educa-
tion for his children. All of them received
higher education, and with the exception
of his son, John, who met death by acci-
dent as a young man, each child chose a
profession as a career.

Dr. Traweek served as the county's
first health officer. He urged citizens to
«clean up.the open sewers which breed
flies, mosquitoes, stench and disease. He
recommended vaccination against small-
Ppox, typhoid and diptheria. In 1929, he
built a modern hospial. After it was re-
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modeledin 1934 it represented an invest-
ment of $20,000. It included an electric
kitchen, electric sterilizers in the operat-
ing room, an electric clock in the waiting
room, and was able to accommodate ten
patients, or twelve in an emergency. He
performed major operations, but was
unable to revive a drowned child who
along with his horse fell intoa septic tank.

Always eager to keep abreast of the
latest advancements in medicine. Dr.
Traweek took graduate work at the Chi--
cagoPolyclinic and New York Polyclinic
on several occasions. Besides his medi-
cal degree from the medical division of
Fort Worth University, he received one
from Baylor University when Fort Worth
University was merged with Baylor. He
was a Fellow of the American College of
Physicians, one of the highest honors in
the field of medicine; a member of the
American Medical Association; and a
member of the house of delegates to the
Texas State Medical Association. He was
especially proud of his affiliation with
the Dallas Southern Clinical Society. As
a charter member of the Panhandle Dis-
trict Medical Society, he was honored in
1951 as being the "oldest doctor in stand-
point of service in the district."

The son of a widely known merchant
family, Albert Ignacious Traweek and
Georgia (Oates) Traweek, Albert Carroll
Traweek Sr. was born in Comanche,
Texas, December 1, 1875. He moved
with his family to Dublin, Texas at a
young age, and to Floydada in 1892. He
wasmarried ot Allie Rainey in Fort Worth
onJune21, 1897, before coming to Motley
County that fall. Allie was the daughter
of Louis Rainey and his wife, Mary Ann
(Johnson) who pioneered in Tarrant
County, Texas.

Albert Carroll Traweek M.D. died
January 10, 1959 in Quanah, Texas where
he was receiving medical treatment.
Ironically, he died of pneumonia, a dis-
ease he was noted for curing in his pa-
tients. He was 83 years 1 month and 9
days old. In part his objtuary reads:

"A gate is closed after the passing of
an era in Motley County. The death late
Saturday afternoon of Dr. A.C. Traweek,
83, in _Quanah Memorial
Hospital...brought to the conclusion one’
of the most eminently successful careers
in_ the honored profession of
medicine...Matador has lost one of its;
best known...and loyal citizens. Thus,
death, whom he met often and defeated a
thousand times called Dr. Traweek in the
twilight of a lifetime rich in service to
others.”

In a tribute, Charles A. Guy, editor of
the Avalanche-Journal, Lubbock, Texas
Wrote:

"...Almost until the day of his death,
Dr. Traweek was inactive practice around
Matador and in the very best tradition of
aonce widely revered calling. There aren't
too many doctors left like 'Old Doctor'
Traweek...and more the pity...because
they were a great and noble clan.”

Dr. and Mrs. Traweek were the par-
ents of six children: Dr. Albert Carroll
Traweek Jr. (married Irene Lawler); Dr.
Mary Lee Traweek Resenstein (Mrs.
Vincent Potter) dentist; Lucile Traweek
(Mrs. Orval Wells) teacher; John Louis
Traweek (killed in an automobile acci-
dentin 1937); Allie Lenore Traweek (Mrs.
Ralph Dockendorff) teacher; William
Howard Traweek, attorney and County
Attorney of Motley County for fifty years
(married Eleanor Mitchell).

Much creditis due Mrs. A.C. Traweek
Sr. for the help she gave her husband in
his years of service to Motley County and
for the home she made for their family.
When her husband died, Mrs. Traweek
remained in the family home until her
death, October 14, 1963.

L)

Young Dr. Albert Traweek

Albert and Irene
Traweek

by Dorothy Traweek Hanesworth

Irene Lawlor Traweek came as a
young, single teacher to Matador in the
early 1920's after answering an ad in the
Greenville newspaper for a teacher in
"Mutader” as they called it.

She rode from Dallas to Childress on
the train with two other young teachers
from the thriving three-shaded young
city of Dallas whoimmediately both burst
out crying as the train pulled into rural
Childress. The three of them boarded in
a home in Matador and the city girls
found difficulties from plumbing facili-
ues to social life. Both were on the train
outof Childress bound for Dallas the next
late spring.

One hectic morning in winter, Irene
was especially rushed to get to work to
begin her day. Arriving late, she faced her
seated students, removed her winter coat,
and looked down to see that she had
forgotten her skirt.

"Dr. Albert" Traweek, as he was
known, began his medical practice in

Matador in 1935 following his service as
a U.S. Navy physician. His experience
with the wives and children of naval
personel served him well in his family
practice in Matador as well as farms and
communities from Spur to Quanah, and
from Dougherty to Paducah for nearly
fifty years. His pay for medical treatment
was often what was at hand for some
patient hard up for cash. One particularly

dry summer, he accepted about ten large
wash tubs of thick mud with large hungry
cat fish trashing aboutinit. Some farmer's
pond was drying up and he owed for his

baby's delivery. Some of "the payment"
was served for supper that night and it
was impossible to distinguish the food
from just eating mud outright.
Albertrecalls that after the delivery of
yet another baby girl to a family already
boasting of eight children - all girls - that
his was the unenviable task of telling the
father, thereafter always referred to as
"Nine daughter Anderson” in Matador.

Irene Lawler Traweek, at 18 years old.

(Photo courtesy of Dorothy Traweek Hanesworth)
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lowering of an eyelash, leave thoughts that linger longer than another who talks for '
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SILENCE IS A POWER

religion of the mighty.

Trail Dust — Doug Meador
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by Earlyne Jameson

Flomot, located in northwest Motley
County, has its share of historical data
when celebrating the centennial anniver-
sary of Motley County. Lets take a stroll
down memory lane in Flomot.

The Flomot Post Office, taking its
name from the first few letters of Floyd
County and Motley County, was offi-
cially established in January 2, 1902. The
town of Flomot began to settle rapidly.
Men filed on tracts of land, built dugouts
and brought their families to the new
homesteads. .

Ebb Hewitt built the first house in
Flomot in 1902. This landmark, which
had been vacant for many years, was torn
down in 1984. In the "roaring twenties",
over forty families lived in Flomot and in
1991, fifteen families live within the city
limits.

Prior to the town of Flomot, William
(Bill) Gilpin in 1892 had a store and
short-lived post office and a school was
built four miles west of where Flomot is
located today.

The first teacher, a Mrs. Bridges,
boarded with the Van Martin family for
the winter team. In October 1893, Henry
S.Biship,atwenty yearold teacher, eamed
$25 a month and free board in a half-
dugout with William J. Whitworth. School
trustees were Whitworth and Wood
Martin. Students attending were Jerome,
Alice,Oscarand Sid Bass; Sid and George
Lesley; Hezzie, Bron and Claud Martin;
Fleming and Minnie Timbs; Raymond,
Estell and Willie Trimble; Lee and John
Gilpin and Zula, Minnie and Avery
Martin

Mrs. Finis Bourland, nee Elma Garri-
son was the entire school faculty in 1906,
teaching eight grades. She had forty stu-
dents including Robert Martin, Luther,
Lizzie and Tom Turner; Wade, Abe, Mary
and Van Martin; Gabe Garrison and Susie
Hudson. Other teachers were Mrs. S.A.
Tibbets (1914-1934); Sam Tibbets (1914-
1916, 1934); Mrs. Odis Crowell and Neva
Groves (1914-1916).

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church
members met along the banks of the
Alamosia Creek under branches of ahuge
cottonwood tree in 1893. Wood M. Mar-
tin and Wade A. Martin were elected
elders. In 1903, Cumberland Presbyte-
rian members voted to join the Northwest
Texas Conference of the Methodist
Church. October 7, 1907, four acres of
land were deeded to the Methodist Church
by LE. and Katie Martin.

Gilpin was elected county judge in
1894, sothe postal service wasthen trans-
ferred tothe White Star community where
Martha E. Pitts posted the mail. That
service lasted until 1898 when the serv-
ice was transferred to Whiteflat.

Tradition states that the dugout of
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane In Flomot

Nelson R. Welch at the foot of the Qui-
taque Peaks on Robert Creek, which was
in Floyd County near the Motley County
line, became the mail drop. The Welches
moved into a new frame house into the
new town of Flomot and operated the
post office from there until January 1903.

In 1903, Ebb Hewitt opened a store,
known as Hewitt Dry Goods, Groceries
and Hardware, His wife, Carrie Hewitt
dispensed the mail to the growing settle-
ment. John E. Simpson was postmaster,
December 1914; Sam Tibbets December

1916 and Edward A Moohead, Novem-
ber 1917.

In the sparsley populated community
of Flomot today, it is hard to comprehend
there was a booming real estate develop-
ment during the 1920's and 1930's.

One of the buildings still standing in
Flomot today, near the town section was
the Leonard Crowell Mercantile Store
built in 1911. The original building was
much larger. Mr. Crowell sold dry goods,
groceries, hardware, plumbing merchan-
dise, lumber and stocked coffins. He had
a soda fountain and the International
dealership. This was a busy location for
many years in Flomot.

Another building still standing, lo-
cated east of the intersection in Flomot,
was once a Hardware Store built by Jim
Williams in 1924. He was a John Deere
dealer. These buildings are now used for
storing gin equipment and feed supplies.

The first building of worhsip in Flo-
mot was the Methodist Church, erected in
1907. It too, is now vacant as the church
had its final services, March 3, 1991.

Two churches in Flomot still have
worship services. The members of the
First Baptist Church organized, August
1914. They builtachurchin 1917 onland
donated by Mr. and Mrs. A.L. Clements.
The first church services in the present
building were held September 1, 1957.
The Church of Christ was organized in
lgg. The church building was built in
1928.

Ebb Hewitt had the first gin in Flo-
mot,June 11, 1887. The Lee Ginis at this
location today. Through the years, own-
ers of gins at this site were G.T. Meese,
H.S. "Putt” Gilbert, Joe Degan, J.N.
Fletcher and the Coop Gin. There was a
Campbell Gin and "Putt” Gilbert pur-
chased this gin when the Campbell fam-
ily moved in the '30's. Mr. Gilbert was
operating two gins during the 30's. This
gin building was lost in a fire.

Tom and Myra Spears moved their gin
from Four Cormners, east of Whiteflat, to

Flomot in 1937. It had been a continuous
business in Flomot. H.G. Hunter bought
the ginin 1961 whenMr. and Mrs. Spears
moved to Matador. Rex Johnson was the
owner from 1973 to 1979. Linda and
Donnie Turner made a business transac-
tion for the ginin 1979 and are the present
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day managers of the Turner Gin.

The Community Center building in
Flomot is the former school building.
Club meetings, family reunions, lunch-
eons, volleyball tournaments and the
school homecomings are held here. In
1922, the old school building was torn
down. When Roxie Turner accidently
fell off the stairway platform, plunging to
the ground in 1921, it clinched the deci-
sion to replace the school. Volunteers
tore down the building and a new school
made an appearance in Flomot. Fairmot
merged with Flomot Schools in 1935.
The White Star and Folley Schools con-
solidated with Fimot in 1939. A Flomot
Golden Glove Tournament in 1939 drew
over a 100 boxers from 36 schools! A
school building of concrete tile was con-
structed in 1955. The Flomot Schools
closed their doors permanently in 1974
and consolidated with the Motley County
Schools.

The Post Office in Flomot was a bene-
fiting factor in the establishment of the
town of Flomot. Today, it is located east
of the town intersection. Mrs. Ruth Lee
contracted the Postal Service, August
1990. W.B. Gates was Flomot postmas-
ter, 1919-1937; Wanda Grace Tanner,
1937-1946; Mrs. Bernice Bond, 1946-
1982 and Leon Cloyd, 1983-1988.

During the 20's and 30's era, there
were several service stations and two of
the empty buildings are still standing at
the corners of the Flomot intersection.
Former owners were Bert Cloyd, Robert
Amick, Don Wedeman,J.L. Kuykendall,
Jr. and co-owners, Robert Thomas and
Arden Cloyd. These men would scratch
their heads over the modern stations that
offerjustabouteverything excepta pump
jockey to fill your tank and check your,
vehicles for vital fluids! Their little build-
ings had white and regular gasoline
pumps, a kerosene pump and a barrel of
water near by with a rag to wash your
windshield. It was the place to stop on a
hot summer day for a glass bottle of soda
pop you extract from a rusty old case
holding several bottles and a chunk of ice
left that morning by the iceman. If you
were hungry, drop a penny into the old
peanut globe for stale goobers left there
months ago.

The Will Franklin (Bill) Allen family
will be remembered as owners of a hotel
in Flomot, a drug store and Mr. Allen as
the mail carrier from Matador to Flomot
during the years 1922-1930. Mrs. Allen
operated the fourteen room, two story
Flomot Hoiel that hiad an elegant dining
room with a beautiful crystal chandelier.
She served three meals a day. People

would travel from near and far to stay"

here. The Allen Drug Store had small
round marble topped tables encircled by
black iron swirl chairs. Many flavors of
ice cream were scooted across a long
thick marble counter in front of a soda
fountain. A huge mirror was behind the
counter on the wall. The Allens moved to
Flomot in 1916. Mrs. Allen died in May
1936 at Flomot and Mr. Allen died in
1937.

Would you believe Flomot had nu-
merous stores that sold groceries in the
1920's and 30's and not a single one
today?? Some of the stores were on the
west side and others east side of town
square. The majority of the customers
who had large families replenished their
pantries with canned goods by the case
and 100 pound sacks of flour. Those
behind the counter would put the cus-
tomer's name on a credit slip until har-
vest of crops or take a partial payment
during the depression an droughts.

Store owners during these decades
were J.L. Kuykendall, Sr., MJ. Trice,
Ralph Merrett, JR. McAtee and Son,
E.B. Hewitt, W.W. Hunt who sold his
Mercantile Store to A.J. Hudson. Mr.
Hudson also had a Produce Market and
boughteggs, cream and butter. Thisempty
building is still standing in Flomot. The
Cunningham Grocery and Variety Store
had a long enclosed candy glass case. It
caught the eyes of the children when
buying school supplies. After much de-

bating, they would leave the store with a

big sack of candy for just 5¢.

The M.J. Pyron family had a large

b

home that accommodated a meat market,
cafe and telephone exchange. Mrs. Pyron
was known for her good coconut pies.
Families put up individual owned tele-
phone lines and crank type telephones.

To make a long distance call, they had to
go to the Pyron telephone switchboard in
Flomot. Service was established in 1967
with the Caprock Telephone Company of
Spur. Joe Degan has served on the board
of directors since its inception as the
Flomot and Whiteflat representative.
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Martin, known
as Uncle Gene and Aunt Jane, had a
rooming house where the teachers lived
and a cafe. When serving meals during
the cotton ginning season, Uncle Gene
would stand in front of the cafe and wave
a white cuptowel to let the public know
they were ready to serve the noonmeal!
The most extravagant entertainment
inFlomot, 1927-1929, wasthe Wedeman
Movie Theater. Mrs. Dan (Thula) Wede-
man showed western and comedy silent
films on Friday night, Saturday after-
noons and night. Favorites of movie fans

were Charlie Chaplin, Tom Mix, and  Other places of business during this
Hopalong Cassidy. twenty year span in Flomot were the

After the stock market crash in Octo- Farmer's Cafe, S.W. Jones, known for his
ber 1929, the "picture show" closed. good steak dinner; Flomot Drug Store,
Pentacostal church services and Sunday Clinton Ellis; Tourist Garage, Wingoand
singing conventions were held in the son; Flomot Dairy, J.H. Hines; Tipton's
building. Inthe mid '30's, they had dances. Hamburgers, A.A. Tipton; Colonial Cafe,
here on Saturday nights with bands from J.L.Boyd; H-ton Theater, Paul Landry;
Quitaque and Turkey, including Bob and Case and Orr Quick Service Station.
Wills. Residents of Flomot who have served

They had two doctors, Dr. Stalp and as Motley County Commissioners of
Dr. Sherman. 'I‘hg pharmacist, R.A. Hill Precinct 2 were W.J. Whitworth, 1989-
became a doctor in later years. The doc- 1900; A.L. Clements, 1920-22; JF.
tors had offices on the top floor of the Montgomery, 1924-26; Ralph Stapleton,
only three story building in Flomot. A 1928-30; Tede Blackshear, 1930-32; Lem
Mr. Thompson in 1930-32, had a drug Standefer, 1944-46;J.E. Monk, 1948-52;
store on the bottomfloor. The second Malcolm Turner, 1958-72; Bill D. Wash-
floor was theI.OOFLndgefaciliﬁcs, who ington, 1973-90 and Butch Hughes is
owned the building. commissioner today. W.J. Whitworth

The Flomot Barbershop had three ServedasJusticeof Peaceof Precinct2in
barbers, A.L. Clements, Warren Clements
and Homer Kinger. John M. Graves had
a Blacksmith Shop and grist mill. When
he and his wife moved to Silverton in
1922., their son, Dudley Graves operated

1891. ;

Ihave written this article with the help
of residents and ex-residents of Flomot
and Motley County historical recordsand
publications. I thank them for this stoll

the businesses. down memory lane in Flomot.

Mrs. Lizzie Breckenridge Was Early

Early Flomot School Teacher, Elizabeth Crowell Breckenridge.

by Lila Meador

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Crowell Brecken-
ridge was an early school teacher in Flo-
mot, coming there from Arkansas, where

she had taught for several years follow-
ing the death of her husband. Being in

Teacher In Flomot School

signed by C.L. Glenn, County Superin-
tendent. It states that she taught in ele-
mentary school for a term of eight or nine
consecutive months of the school year
1921-1922 ata salary of $1.00 per school
month.

The document doesn't state how long
she taught at Flomot, but she became ill
several years later and was confined to a
wheelchair for over a year prior to her
death on October 22, 1925, and is buried
in Flomot Memorial Cemetery. In her
obituary in the Motley County News
(Grover C. Mitchell, Editor and Pub-
lisher) it was noted that "Mrs. Brecken-
ridge was 39 years of age. She was for 15
years a successful teacher in the public
schools of Arkansas and Texas."

TheFlomot correspondent continued:
"having been a widow for the past 13
years, she bore the responsibilities of her
home with patience and blessed the lives

of those with whom she came in
icontact...A sweeter life than that of our
friend has never lived.”

Mrs. Brecknridge wasborn December
18, 1886 in Murphysboro, Illinois. Be-
sides her brother, Leonard Crowell, she
was survived by three sisters, Mrs.Jim
ng' Mrs. J.A. (Katie) Tipton and Mrs.

. (Aletha) Tipton. Also by her two
gy ‘ it A 8 WA SRS
poor health herself, she came to Flomot §g_‘1g:,§m‘5hl‘;l 52‘:%?111‘;3’;? :ch?)!::d:um
to be near her brother, Leonard Crowell. World War II. He had volunteered in the

As a teacher in Arkansas, she applied Navy in 1930, re-enlisting and servingin

for a teaching job in Motley County. Her the Pacific when this country declared

war on Japan. He had attained the rank of
teacher's contract, approved on August LieutenantJunior Grade at the time of his
27, 1921, Motley County, Texas was death.

(photo courtesy of Mary Crider)

Early day Roaring Sp

H.V. Bigham Grist Mill and Tin Shop; First Moss,

rings:
"Trouble Finder" - late Moss Lint Cleaner, construction in Bigham Tin Shop, Keahey
fillingstation, Post Office in old J.C. Cooper (Braselton) building in background. (Brick
building is still standing on Main Street in Roaring Springs. Photo courtesy of Freda

Keahey.
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A Pioneer Wedding

A Pioneer Wedding, Mr. and Mrs. D.C. Keith, the first marriage performed

in Motley County.

by Lila Meador

The first marriage rites performed in
Motley County were those uniting Ella
Eugenia Cribbs and Daniel Crawford
Keith on December 23, 1891. The fol-
lowing announcement of the wedding
was copied from The Motley County
News, December 1891:

"On this morning at 9 o'clock a.m. at
the residence of Mrs. Mittie McDonalds,
Mr. D.C. Keith to Miss Ella E. Cribbs,
Esq. McHugh officiating. Mr. Keith is
one of Motley County's most industrious
young men, while Miss Ella who has
been amongst us but a short time has
gained the love and affection of all. Mr.
Walter A. Walton and Mr. HL. White
acting as groomsmen and the bride's two
lovely sisters, Miss Maggie and Miss
Carrie Cribbs acting asbridesmaids. "May
their pathway be strewn with flowers and
no sorrow. ever be .their lot is. the best
wishes of a friend."” This was written by
__Walter A. Walton, County Clerk at that
time, and who later became the husband

of Miss Carrie Cribbs, sister of MissEfia. -

The McDonald Line Camp, where the
marriage took place was on the Matador
Ranch and later was designated as the
McDonald pasture. Although the house
is still standing, no one has lived there for
many years.

The courthsip of Miss Cribbs and Mr.
Keith was an unusual one. In 1885, Bud
Merriman, a cowboy friend of Mr.Keith,
wasplanning toreturn to Granbury, Texas,
but went by the Matador Ranch to see Mr.
Keith before leaving. During the conver-
sation Mr. Keith was saying how lone-
some he would be during the long winter
months on the ranch, so he asked Mr.
Merriman if he knew some nice young
lady that would write to him. Mr. Merri-
man told him about Miss Ella Cribbs, so
Mr. Keith wrote her a letter.

The day the letter came to the home of
the Cribbs, they were moving so the letter
was thrown unopened into a trunk with

Congratulations

Motley County

May you be blessed
with anotfier 100 years
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and prosperity

.m%m-w%mm%m.

Seript
Printing

Floydada, Texas

some more letters. Miss Cribbs forgot
about the letter until a month later when
she was looking for something in the
trunk, and found it. After much persua--
sion by her sisters, she decided to answer-
the letter, "from that old cowboy," as she:
called him when talking to her sisters.,
This correspondence went on for aboutt
five years before they saw each other.
During Christmas of 1890, Mr. Keith
decided to visit Miss Cribbs for the first
time. He arrived in Granbury late one
afternoon and went to the Sheriff's office
ot inquire where the Cribbs family lived.
After getting the required information he
hired a horse at the livery stable and went
on to the Cribbs home which was a few
miles outof town. He visited in the Cribbs
home for a week.

The Cribbs family moved to Motley
County in 1891. It took three weeks to
make the trip. Miss Ella had been in
Motley County exactly one month before

her marriage, having arrived on Novem-

ber 23, 1891.

The bride's dress was made by Mrs.
Frank Baxter, wife of one of the first and
best known blacksmiths on the Matador
Ranch. Mrs. Baxter had formerly been a
dressmakerin Kansas City, Missouri. She
had the only sewing machinein the county
atthattime, and ittook a week tomake the
dress. The material for the dress was grey
cashmere, trimmed with grey velvet. It
was made on a cambric foundation. The
dress was a two-piece basque. It had nine
steel buttons on each sleeve and six on the
front. It was indeed a beautiful dress, and
has been used for many occasions where
old costumes are needed.

Because of the slow conveyance, Mr.
Keith was an hour late for the wedding.
One of the cowboys who arrived early
began to tease Miss Ella about the late
bridegroom and offered to take his place.
However, Miss Ella told him she would
wait. Mr. Keith finally arrived with the
preacher, who was a Catholic from Ire-
land. The preacher had his marriage cere-
mony memorized and had repeated it

many times to Mr Keith on the way, but
when he started to perform the ceremony
he forgot it and had to take his copy ont of
his pocket and read it.

The Keiths began housekeeping in
their first home, a half-dugout on the
North Pease River at a Matador Ranch
line camp. Later they filed on land south
of Matador, and for about 40 years Mr.
Keith shipped cattle for the Matador
Ranch, and farmed his land.

Mr. and Mrs. Keith had six children,
all born in Motley County. Nannie Sue
was born on December 25, 1892; Mary
May, on May 1, 1894; Gilbert C. on
February 3,1896; DanPhi, on August 30,
1897; Hester Sophronia (Helen),on April

2,1899 and Charlie Benjamin, on August
13, 1904.

D.C. Keith passed away on January 3,
1933. Mrs. Keith and her daughter Mary
builtahome in Matador where Mrs. Keith
lived for three and a half years before her
deathonJuly 1, 1943. Mrs. Keithlived 10
and a half years after the death of her
husband. :

(Mrs. Keith told this story to Mrs.
Bertha Stearns in an interview about
1940.)

Charlie and Mary Keith are the only
children living of the D.C. Keith family.
Mary Keith, who is perhaps the oldest
living person born and reared in Matador
is 97 years old. She resides now in the
Crosbyton Care Center, Crosbyton,
Texas. Charlie Keith lives southeast of
Matador where the original Keith home-
stead stood.

J.N. Edmondson
(Photo courtesy of
Connie Browning McWilliams)

Shannon Davidson with Jolene and Rose-
mary Bloodworth, about 1939.
(Photo courtesyof Jolene B. Higginbotham)

ROARING SPRINGS

The Lane: Men standing in the doorway of Mr. M.E. Keahey's ry story, which
housed the bank in one corner. Also pictured is Lottle Lee's Hotel Photo cmm‘csy of
Freda Keahey.

NOTE: This information was submitted
by Mrs. LaVoe Thacker. Most of the
research was done by Mrs. Eleanor

- Traweek, when working on declaring

Roaring Springs Depot as a Historical
dmark.

According to an early day citizen, the
earlies president of the railroad was one
Sam Lazarus of St. Louis, Missouri, who
had ideas of developing the town, the
springs and the surrounding area through
the medium of the railroad. His friend, a
multimillionaire from St. Louis, shared
his interest and indicated that she wished
to share her pocketbook in this venture.
Mr. Lazarus never realized his ambition,
however, because he died in 1926 in New
York, New York. Charles H. Sommers
became the second president. He and
John Huffstuttler were the men who had
laid out the townsite.

‘I'he forerunner of the town of Roaring
Springs was acampsite ona winding road
down through the mesquites a half mile
east of the present town. It boasted a few
temporary buildings - some stores and a
hotel - and was known as "The Lane" but
when workers began to come into the
area to construct the railroad line, tents

~were set up as makeshift living quarters

there and the settlement became known
as "Rag Town". On the scheduled date,
June 19, 1913, the Q.A.& P. track was
completed to this point and the town of
Roaring Springs was officially opened - a
dual accomplishment for the area.

On that hot, noisy, and eventful day a
gala celebration was held, and the ﬁrst
engine of the brand new railroad

land from the Matador Land & Cattle
Company. This land became our town of
Roaring Springs.

OnJune 19, 1913, the Q.A. & P. track
* was completed to Roaring Springs and
the town was officially opened, a dual
accomplishmentof Sam Lazarus and John
Huffstuttler. Roaring Springs was platted

into town. Within the year, the depot, a
Mission style building constructed of
yellow brick with red tile roof, was
completed.

In 1903 under the name of Acme, Red
River and Northern Railway Co., an ex-
tension of the railroad from Red River to
Acme, Texas, was made, but by 1909,
with its corporate name changed to Qua-
nah, Acme & Pacific Railway Co., it had
lengthened its line in a southwest direc-
tion from Acme to Paducah, Texas.

Surveys were made in 5 different di-
rections from Paducah - but eventually
the line was constructed through the
Southern part of Motley County, reach-
ing the staked plains via Wolf Creek
point, following closely a wagon trail
adopted by buffalo hunters in the early
80's.

‘When plans were final, the Roaring
SpringsTownsite Company (asubsidiary
of the Railroad) purchased a section of

sometime in 1912 and lots were sold, but
notrecorded until July 5, 1913. It seemed
fitting that the town and the depot should
bear the name of the famous springs lo-
cated 3 miles from the town. Notable
from prehistoric days as a favorite Indian
campgroundand for the purity of its water.
For many years the Springs had been a
favorite camp for the Comanche Indians.

The Roaring Springs depot was in use
until December, 1971, when the Railroad
announced plans for the building to be
sold and dismantled. Through efforts of
the Predicta Study Club and the Lions
Club the depot was purchased in the name
of the town. The agreement was finalized
with the Railroad in December, 1972.

Verlin Bigham (former Roaring
Springs resident) helped through his
friendships with two members of Burl-
ington Northern Railway.

In 1978 the Depot was dedicated in
‘memory of Melton S. Thacker, business-
man and benefactor of Roaring Springs.
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John B. Barton

Jack and Milda Barton

by Diana Garza

NOTE: Research for this article, by Texas
Tech journalism student, Diana Garza,
was made possible by a grant from the
Reader's Digest Foundation.

John Barton has seen many things in
Matador over the years.

One of Matador's oldest residents, the

91-year-old can recall events and people
others may have forgotten or do not
know.

Barton, who was born in Motley
County, ranched and farmed most of his
life. He worked on cattle drives when he
was younger and he remembers one par-
ticular drive in the fall of 1918.

The cattle drive started at the Martin
Ranch which was owned by Van Martin.
The drive started inTurkey, then the cattle
were driven to the Quitaque River where
the cows and calves were separated.
Barton said they went to the Martin head-
quarters, then to Whiteflat, followed by
the Owens Ranch. During the drive they
went to the Plains Ranch before bringing
all of the cattle to Floydada.

Barton said he already knew Martin's
daughter, Josie, before he worked on the
drive, but during that time he got better
acquainted with her.

Josie and John married in November'
1918. They later had three children, and
John now boasts ten grandchildren, 15
great-grandchildren, and four great-great-
grandchildren. Some members of his
family still resides in Matador, he has not
spent all of his life in Matador.

After his mother died of pneumoniain
1902, he lived with an aunt and uncle in
Bumet County. He attended school there
but spent his summers in Matador on his
father's ranch.

In 1915, Barton moved back to Mata-
dor. He was paid $30 a month to work on
the BartonRanch, and he worked justlike,
the other hands employed on the ranch.

A few years later, Barton spent some
time in Detroit where he studied to be a
mechanic. Barton had tried entering the
Air Corps but was too young. He was told
he could attend a school in Detroit to
become a mechanic and he would be
hired as a civilian. He was not there too
long before he came home and gotback in
the saddle again.

Before he left Detroit, however, Bar-
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John B. Barton

ton bought a radio and brought it back to
Matador.

Although he was the first person in
Matador with a radio, it was three years
later before he could listen to it because
there were no radio stations in the area in
1920. In 1924 he was finally able to pick
up a station in Shreveport, Louisiana.
Laterhe was able to listen to stations from
Fort Worth and Chicago.

Barton was also one of the few people
in Matador to have a car in the early
1900s. Barton owned a Model T given to
him by his father. Barton later traded the
Model T for a motorcycle.

"Pa didn't like that too much," Barton
said. "It made too much noise and scared
the cows."

Besides the radio, car and motorcycle,
Barton also owned an airplane. However,
he did not have much luck with the air-
plane either. Barton bought the plane in
Lubbock and hired a pilot from Fort
Worth to give him flying lessons. Before
Barton was able to get his license, a hail
storm tore up the plane.

One other storm Barton remembers
well is the Blizzard of 1918. The day the
blizzard hit Motley County, it was 80
degrees, Barton said. After the storm hit,
the temperature dropped to 9 below zero.
There were 70 mile-per-hour winds.

Barton said he and his father went out
into the fields to try to bring in some
heifers with some calves. The two men
nearly froze to death themselves as they
tried unsuccessfully to herd the cows.

Barton said the cattle kept heading
south, despite their efforts. He said their

chickens and rabbits froze to death, in
addition to the cattle. A cattle buyer in

Floydada, N.A. Armstrong, lost about
500 head of cattle.

Barton said there was still snow in the
canyons in areas that were shaded in
July.

"I can't remember any blizzard since
then that was as bad," Barton said, "but
another like it will probably hit some-
A

y.
Besides blizzards, cattle drives, and
airplanes, Barton can remember a time
when almost 7,000 people lived in Mot-
ley County.

Barton said on Saturdays he would
load up his family and come into Mata-
dor. The family would camp in town for
the evening. It was a time for everyone to
gettogetherand socialize witheachother,
Bartonsaid. "There would be about 5,000
peoplein town and those with cars didn't
park them in spaces like they do now,"
Barton said. "People would park their
cars wherever they stopped.”

The ranch hands from the Matador
Ranch would come into town to shower,
shave and get hair cuts. Barton said he
remembers when the barber shop would
stay open until 2 a.m. "They'd stay open
'til people quit coming,” Barton said.
Perhaps the biggest difference Barton
has noticed between today and yester-
year is the value young people place on
money.

"I would geta nmkelaw
“the store and buy five pieces of icorice,”

Bartonsaid. "Nowadays, if you giveakid
$20 they may not even say thank you."

Barton also said he found it funny that
inthe past, when it took days to go places,
there seemed to be time to go. Now, with
highways and cars, people do not seem to
have time to go anywhere.

by Diana Garza

NOTE: Research for this article, by Texas
Tech journalism student, Diana Garza,
was made possible by a grant from the
Reader's Digest Foundation.

Jack Luckett will admit he was spoiled
most of his life.

Bormn in Matador in 1904 to one of the
wealthiest men in the city, Luckett was
luckier than most.

Luckett's father, Jack Luckett, Sr.,
who wasraised by the Ponca Indians, had
accumulated quite a bit of wealth before
hisdeathin 1925. Theelder Luckettowned
five businesses in Matador and held
mortgages on approximately 85 homesin
Fort Worth.

The younger Luckett, called Jack, was
given a car and was sent to college at
Southern Methodist University. He spent
2 1/2 years there, but returned before
graduating because of his father's death.

‘When he returned to Matador, he took

over his father's businesses, which he
sold in 1926.

At one time Luckett owned the Plain-
view Ice Company. When he sold it he
made arrangements for the new owner to
pay in installments.

One of the payments broke the bank in
Plainview, now called the Hale County
State Bank.

Luckettsaid a friend told him he ought
to take the check directly to the bank and
cash it because so many banks were fail-
ing. Luckett said he agreed and when his
friend took the check to the window, the
teller gave the signal and the bank closed
its doors.

Now, Luckettisretired and owns seven
farms. His son and grandson work about
6,000 acres of cotton as well as 14 other
farms that they rent.

Luckett said he attributes most of his
success to his using the brain God gave to
him. He also said most of it boils down to
being in the right place at the right time.

Four generations of L
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Morris Stephens

by Diana Garza

Morris Stephens grew up in a rodeo
family so bronc riding and roping came
naturally to him.

Stephens, whose father was a bronc
rider, roper and fiddler, started compet-
ing in rodeos at age 10.

"There were no junior rodeos back
then," Stephens said. "The kids had to
enter them with men."

After competing for years, Stephens
became a rodeo producer. Stephens now
ranchesand farms. He owns aranch north
of Matadoras well asaranch at Quitaque.

As a rodeo producer, he would con-
tract the show atan arena and promote the
show in the area. He had four trucks and
would arrive at the arena about two days
prior to the show to allow the animals
time to rest, then have a show lasting
three to five days.

"In a lot of the towns, after the first
year, we didnt have another written con-
tract," Stephens said. "We'd just shake
hands and agree to come back next year."

Beforehe becameaproducer, Stephens
put together a rode in Burma while serv-
ing in the Army during World War II. He
and other men in his group received per-
mission from their commanding officer
to have a rodeo. The men were traveling
with 10,000 mules on the Burma Road
and they had a 30-day layover before they
moved into China.

Stephens and the others dug holes and
used bamboo as poles to form their arena
and three chutes. Approximately 10,000
people, some of whom were natives who
had never seen a rodeo, came each of
three days.

The men gathered wild Burmesecattle
out of the jungle for the bull riding. They
had the Air Corps drop one inch rope for
them to use.

Some of the men who were contest-
ants were from Texas, New Mexico and
Colorado. Some of them had been profes-
sionalriders when they were in the United
States.

Stephens said the rodeo was filmed on
newsreel and shown in movie theaters in
the United States.

Stephens was a cattle buyer for a few
years after returning to the United Staxes

When he became a producer, Stephens
covered three states from 1948-1968. He
sent stock to the first three national rodeo
finals in Dallas.

While he was a producer, he also
supplied bulls to other rodeo producers,
some from as far away as Canada.
Stephens would purchase bulls and then
contact Texas Tech and several other
colleges and junior colleges in the area to
invite them to his ranch in Quitaque. He
would buy about 200 bulls, or bucking
prospects, and have the boys from the
colleges ride the bulls in the arena at his
ranch. The bulls were then trained before
being sent to the rodeo producers.

During the winter months, he would
also purchase bucking horses. Stephens
said they were hard to come by because
most would only buck two or three times.
About three out of 20 horses were consis-
tent, so Stephens would buy about 200-
300 horses at a time to try out.

Stephens always kept enough stock to
supply three shows and occasionally
would have three shows contracted at the
same time.

' "I'd send my dad one way and my
brother another while I went another
route," Stephens said.

In addition to producing rodeos,
Stephens competed in fiddlers' contest.
Stephens has played the fiddle mostof his
life, having learned from his father.
Stephens started playing at age 8 and also
plays the guitar, and mandolin and bass.

His greatest accomplishment was
being named grand champion guitar
picker at a contest in Hale Center about
eight years ago. Stephens was among
more than 100 othercontestants. Stephens
was born in Matador in 1925 and gradu-
atedin 1943, His parents came to this area
in 1907 in a covered wagon and settled at
‘Whiteflat.

His maternal grandparents owned I.h_e
first hotel in Flomot. It had 14 rooms
and his grandmother served three meals a
day in the hotel. His grandparents also
owned a drugstore and a service station.

Stephens' grandfather was a druggist
and managed the store until his death in
1938.

Morris Stephens

1103 Main

1-10x13 30

(Wall Photo) Color $10.00 Due at
1- 8x10 Photos Pick up
2. By (plus tax)
2- 3x5 $

16- King Size Wallets
8- Regular Size Wallets

WE USE

Guys & Gals

Thursday, May 30

99¢ Deposit

KODAK PAPER

— Matador

Group charge
99¢ per person

/ paper

FOR CREATIVE COLOR PORTRAITS




Centennial Edition, Page 10, Motley County Tribune, Thursday May 23, 1991

A Town Is Born

by Walker Williams (1957)

Motley County was created in 1876
and organized in the spring of 1891 from
Bexar Territory. It was named for Dr.
Junius Mottley, the aid-de-camp of Sec-
retary of War Thomas J. Rusk at the
Battleof SanJacintoin 1836, when Texas
won its independence from Mexico. Dr.
Junius Mottley (the difference in the
spelling is because of an error in the
statute creating and naming the county)
was killed in the battle.

Henry H. Campbell and his associates
of the Matador Ranch laid out the plan for
the town of Matador, the county seat of
Motley County, on a section of land
owned by Campbell. Inorder tomectthe
state's requirements Matador cowboys
set up temporary "stores" consisting of
only a few goods or articles placed in a
neat pile with a sign giving the name of
the "store".

Joe Beckam, a Matador cowboy,
became the first sheriff and Walter Wal-
ton the first county clerk. Henry H.
Campbell was elected the first county
judge and served from January 1, 1891 to
January 1, 1895. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell
had one child, Harry H. Campbell, who
was born at the Matador Ranch head-
quarters in 1881, and was the second
white child born in the county. Harry
Campbellis now the president ot the First
State Bank in Matador and owns a ranch
on the edge of the Plains in west central
Motley County and east central Floyd
County. This ranch was established by
his father in the early days and since then
Campbell has added other acreage to the
original tract until it now comprises some
sixteen sections of well watered land

In about 1892 Joe Beckam, the sher-
iff, left Matador for the Oklahoma Terri-
tory without letting it be known where he
was going or why he had several thou-
sand dollars of the county's money in his
possession. After the people realized
what had happened the county commis-
sioners court appointed J. L. Moore, a
small man of about five feet and five
inches in height, as sheriff and my father,
Harrison Williams, a farmer and rancher
on Dutchman Creek near the present town
of Roaring Springs, as deputy sheriff.

A few months later Beckam returned

with his brother Buck and a gang of well-

armed men. One night my mother,
father, myself, and my young brother,
Oscar, spent the night with theJ.L. Moore
family at their farm near town. Everyone
slept on mattresses on the tloor and since
Mr. Moore had not returned when we
went to bed Mrs. Moore layed a Win-
chester rifle on the floor by her bed and
my father placed his six-shooter by his
pillow.

Shortly afterwards Beckam was ar-
rested and my father was ordered to guard
him , but to allow him to go any where he
wanted to within reason. One day Beckam
wanted to go to the county clerk's office
near the central part of the city square.
The office was in abarber shop. Beckam
was in the lead and stepped inside the
door where somebody handed him a six-
shooter. He turned quickly with the
weapon cocked ready to fire while at the
same time an attorney named Nugent
stepped around the corner of the building
with a cocked Winchester rifle. They
relieved my father of his pearl handled
forty-five and started marching him

stocked with extra good hereford cattle.

Fobiol<ki)

towards the jail, a two story rock struc-
ture alittle way down the hill to the north.
Before they reached it my father yelled,
"Go upstairs and stand them off!", at Mr.
and Mrs. Moore who were in the front
yard of the jail washing clothes. Moore,
who was a little deaf, misunderstood and
came to meet the group. Then one of
Beckam's gang took Moore's six-shooter.
Mrs. Moore, a lady of almost six feet in
height, saw what happened and jerked
Beckam's pistol away from him and cov-
ered him with it. Then she took another
look at the well-armed group and said," I
see you've gotJohn's gun so you can have
your's now" and handed Beckam's gun
back to him. About this time Nugent,
who had forgotten to close the hammer
on his Winchester, accidently squeezed
the trigger while the barrel was resting on
his foot. The result was a partial loss of a

toe and the sudden break up of the argu-
ment between th people in the jail yard.
Beckam and his gang left town then in a
short time in 2 fast gallop.

Sometime that night the gang stopped
atTee Pee City about fifteen miles east of
town and robbed A. B. Cooper's store.
Jim Cooper, Cooper's son, said in later
years that Beckam's pistol looked as big
as a cannon at the time.

Joe Beckam and his followers were
next heard of in Oklahoma. Sam Elliot,
mymother'sbrother, was sheriff of Rodger
Mills County there and was in the posse
that found them holed up in one of the
cow camp dugouts of the Waggoner Three
D Ranch. A gun fight took place and
Beckam was killed that night.

Nowadays the people of Motley
County select their sheriffs with a great
deal of care.

Left to right: Joe Bloodworth, Manager Whiteflat Gins; Charlie Mitchell, Cotton

Buyer; Tom Hamilton, Bookkeeper.

(Photo courtesy of Jolene Higginbotham)

ADDING DIGNITY

The house is a small unpainted hovel, but the tall poplar trees in the

O,

background lend a certain dignity, as survivors of valorous dreams. As if they had
been fed from the ceremony of their planting by the springs of a noble vision.

Cooper Oil Company

J.B., Jean & Jessie
MATADOR, TEXAS

Trail Dust — Doug Meador

These two ladies were photographed by the first photographer in Motley County ,
Parker Randolph, in 1904.

(Photo courtesy of Mrs. VanceGilbreath)

|

Gather atpa'n Old Settlers Reunlbn: (-r) J.R. Moore, C.D. Bird, Jim Meador, Doug
Meador, Joe Meador and J.E. Russell.

(Photo courtesy of Sonny Russell)

VOLD ORI

dall Whit-

Men singing in old Methodist Church in Matador: Jim Edmond R
worth, Boss Ed d: Frank J:

(Photo courtesy of Connie Ross McWilliams)

PIONEER CHILDREN at play at historic Roaring Springs picnic grounds, believed prior to 1909. Rev. R.L. (Bob) Jameson was
% holding a revival meeting under a brush arbor, and families came from miles, in buggies and wagons and camped out, to attend
services. Photo was made by the late R.P. Criswell, and belongs to his cousin, Mrs. R.A. Day of Matador. Children in foreground
% are identified as Julia and Marie Luckett, (Mrs. Cecil Godfrey of Spur and Mrs. Rowe Sams of Waco). Boy at left is Bob Jameson
Jr. Three other boys in picture are unidentified, (one with black hat, one with straw hat and one bareheaded). In the back row, two
3 girls around the stump are identified as Ora Edmondson (Mrs. Orwin Roy of Crosbyton) and Mrs. Mildred (Morriss) Walker of Dallas.
Third girl was the sister of Mrs. T.N. Edmondson.Standing are Tose Criswell (Mrs. Riley A. Day), Vera (Carpenter) Carmody of
Amarillo; Nellie Beauchamp (Mrs. J. W. Haney, former Mrs. John Lawrence), and Vera (C k) Rhodes of H ‘Winnie
, and Bess Morriss (Mrs. Jim Williams of Sulphur Springs, sitting on log. (Photo courtesy of Bob Jameson)

A Tribute to the Pioneers of
Motley County
who made possible what we
are enjoying today.

Out for a morning ride: (left to right) Kate Bourland, Fred Bourland, Chesna Nance,

Fred C.Bourland, W.R. Dirickson, Dutch Echols, Bert Ed dson, Lillye Ed: d
(Photo courtesy of Mrs. L.H. Dirickson)
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William Cammack and his descendants

C

at Mi

k Family Reuni

Thomas Newton Cammack was born
to William and Lieutency (Bragg) Cam-
mack, June 7, 1837 in Choctaw County,
Alabama. He died September 25, 1919 in
Matador, Motley County, Texas. He is
buried in East Mound Cemetery, Mata-
dor.

He married Juliett L. McKinney in
Tyler County, Texas in about 1867. She
was born in Mississippi. She died Octo-
ber22,1868. He then married Izora Vashti
McKinney, November 1, 1869 in Tyler
County. She died January 30, 1908 in
Matador, Texas. Her burial was in East
Mound Cemetery.

About 1853, at age sixteen, he mi-
grated to Madison County, Texas, with
his father and his family. From Madison
County, he entered the military service of
the Confederacy in October 1861.

In 1891, at age fifty-four, he moved to
Motley County taking his family and
household goods with a supply of lumber
to Childress by train and thence about
forty-five miles by buggy and wagon to
Matador. His family then consisted of his
wife, five sons, four daughters, the young-
est of whom was one-year-old, a son-in-
law, and a grandson. There is some ques-

“tion whether his married daughter, son-
in-law, and grandson accompanied him
to Motley Cunty. Two more children
were later born in Motley County. 'Cousin
John'or'BigJohn', son of T.N.'s deceased
uncle, David N. Cammack, and another
man drove the cattle and horses, of which
there were quite anumber, from William-

e family arrived in the:

— Som-eeunty. The fan
county the year of its organization; at the-

dor, at the h )

time of one of the worst droughts in the -
history of the county. They suffered many
hardshps. For a time they lived in Mata-
dor. In November 1891, T.N. purchased
allof Section 40, John Gibson, which was
the second section east of Matador town-
site, where he established his homestead.
Itis family tradition that the house which
he built contained some of the first glass
windows to be used in the county. Family
tradition also holds that while he and his
son, Billy, were on a trip to Childress to
haul lumber for the house, fifty horses
and fifty head of cattle were stolen. He
tracked them to Foard County near Crow-
ell and recovered all of the horses and
eighteen head of the cattle. He waited
near an old house in the area several days
for the thieves' return, but they never did
show up.

InJune 1892, T.N. entered into a sub-
contract for a star route mail service for
one round trip each week from Matador
to Espuela, in Dickens County, and re-
turn by Beckton, in Lubbock County, for
the period July 1, 1892, to June 20, 1894.
The following year he entered into a
similar contract for six round trips per
week from Childress to Matador via Lee
and TeePee City for the period from July
1, 1893 to June 30, 1894. At that time he
moved the family to TeePee City, where
he could better supervise the operation,
and settled in a half dugout about two
miles down the river from TeePee City.
His sonsboarded along the route to change
horses so they could have fresh teams for
the mail hacks to make the runs.

_ Onestory told by the family was about

Simon Hall, Matador's Chuckwagon Cook and Mr. Melton Thacker, 1942.

Happy

Birthday

Giesecke Butane
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(Photo courtesy of Donnie Jenkins)

| 001h

adriverhaulingaload of lumber asfreight.
He built a fire under a balking team in an
effort to get it to move and succeeded in
moving it only far enough to burn the
wagon. Another incident occured on one
of the daily mail trips because outlaws
were known to be in the area. On a cold
winter day, one of the drivers, fearing for
his own life, refused to pick up a stranger
out on the road. Later the unidentified
man was found frozen to death.

‘When the family moved to TeePeeCity
there was no school, but T.N. and two
other fathers in the area arranged finan-
cing, built a small rock schoolhouse in
1894, and held school for three months in
1895. When Cecil visited the old TeePee
City site with his father in about 1932, the
rock building had been torn down and the
corner stone and its contents were gone.

About 1896 T.N. moved back to
Matador, when Bill Cloyd was sheriff, to
keep books and records in the office of
the Sheriff and Tax Collector. He was
later elected for one term as sheriff in
1900. While he was sheriff, he lived in the
county jail in Matador, and his sons Ed

and Webb lived in their brother Bill's
dugout near TeePee City and looked after
their father's horses. T.N. was reputed
never to have carried a gun while he was
sheriff although there were times when
he had to deal with men of bad reputation.
In 1900 he leveied a deficiency assess-
ment for seven thousand head of cattle
against the Matador Ranch, as reported in
the case of Cammack, Tax Assessor vs.
Matador Land and Catile Co., (1902
T.C.A.) 70 S.W. 454. It was contended
that the ranch had driven cattle across the
county line between Motley and Cottle
Counties, when the cattle were being
counted, to reduce the total number of
cattle assessed on the ranch in the two
counties. After his term as sheriff, he was
employed at various times in that office
as a deputy and served as tax assessor-

collector. From time to time, he worked
on tax records in the sheriff's office until
a few years before his death. There is no
record that he ever made application for
a Confederate pension.

In March 1903, T.N. had the misfor-
tune of losing all but two hundred acres of
Section 40, John Gibson, which he had
purchased upon his arrival in 1891. Leon
and H. Blum of Galveston had secured a
judgement against him from prior deal-
ings, and levied an execution in Motley
County. He designated the east two

hundred acres of Section40, described by
metes and bounds, as his exempt home-

stead and conveyed the remaining 440
acres in settlement of the execution. The
family always contended that this levy
was wrongfully made execution. The
family always contended that this levy
was wrongfully made as the indebted-
ness had been paid. According to his son
Webb, T.N. said he met the holder of
the “indebtedness and offered to make

payment, but the man did not have the

note with him. Nevertheless, T.N. paid
off the note and told the man he could
send the note to him when he returned
home. A shorttime later the man died and
the note was found in his effects with no
evidence of payment in existence. He
purchased from the Matador Land and
Cattle Compnay, in the spring of 1904,
the approximate west two hundred thirty-
seven acres in Survey 41, John Gibson,
which adjoined the Matador town section
on the east and conveyed to the company
the two hundred acres which he had re-
tained as his homestead in Section 40.

Family legend is that T.N. Cammack
was a cousin of Cynthia Ann Parker, and
thus a cousin of her son Chief Quanah
Paker, We have been unable to verify this
relationship by record proof. It is known,
however, that about 1912 or 1913 Qua-
nah and a band of his braves passed
through Matador, and he spoke in Mata-
dor and Roaring Springs. He camped on
the town section in front of T.N.'s home
place east of town and visited with him.
T.N. gave a calf to butcher. Pictures
are1nexistenceof their activities in buicn-
ering the calf, as well as the meeting in
town with Chief Quanah.

T.N. was an active Baptist. Brother
Cammack had been an active deacon. He
was recognized as a deacon in the newly
organized church and was elected church
clerk. The original book shows that he
served in this capacity until August 1897,
although he lived in TeePee City much of
the time. He was a senior deacon at the
time of his death. He was also a charter
member of the Matador Masonic Lodge
and was active in its affairs. For more
than the last twenty years of his life he
devoted himself to public service in the
county. In his later years he was hard of
hearing and used an ear trumpet to aid
in his hearing.

Thomas Newton Cammack was a true

pioneer. Even in his later yearshe wanted

to push further west, but his wife would
not consent to go further. One of his sons
said that his father frequently preferred to
be alone in the open country with his
horse and his gun, from which one might
conclude that he did not like people; but
he would give hislast dollar toaman if he
thought the other man had more need for
it.

His children were Juliett, by his first
wife; John Newton, Emma Jane, Rosa
Elvina,William Richard, McKinney,
Thomas Edgar, Webster, Vashti Eliza-
beth, Esther Eveline, Bragg Charles and

THE CHARLES GWINN FAMILY

Pictured are Charlesand Margaret Gwinn (some spell it Guinn) with their family, about 1911. Children, front row left to right: Richard,

Ernest and William. Back row: Walter, Clarence, Arthur and David.

Charles, a native of West Virginia,
moved his family from Childress County
to Motley County about 1917, buying a
farmin the Teepee Flat Community north-
east of Roaring Springs, where he lived
until he died in 1933. The two younger
boys died in a tragic fire before the move.
The family lived in a dugout at first and
cleared the land for farming, grubbing

Arthur was drafted into the army from
Motley County in WWI and became one
of the county's casualties in that war,
being killed at Verdun, France, about a
week before the armistice. His feelings
about his home were expressed in his last
letter tohis mother, "Give me the gold old
west, where you can saddle up your horse
and tearout.” Walter also served in WWII

Clarence and David lived in Motl

out the mesquite trees by hand.
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. Matt Walker washing saddle blanket in
Roaring Springs falls.

(Photo courtesy of Codine Guinn of Belaire, Texas)

County for a time but eventually moved
away, Clarence to the Texas plains and
David to Missouri. Walter and Richard
lived the rest of their lives in Motley
County.

Some relatives of Charles and Marga-
retstill live in the County including Mary
Gwinn, widow of Walter, grandchildren
Charles "Chig" and James Gwinn and a
number of great and great-great grand-
children. Other descendants are scattered
throughout Texas and in more than a half
dozen other states.

(Marisue Potts photo)

Happy Birthday Motley County

In Rembrance of C.R. Davis

C.R. began his association
with Campbell Chevrolet in
1947. He worked there until
1967 when he purchased the
business and operated as
C.R.'s Conoco until 1983,
when his grandson Don Baxter
purchased the business, now
Don's Tire & Automotive.

C.R. was a sweet, kind-hearted
man who always had bubblegum

on hand for the kids.

C.R. chose Motley County as
his home in 1943. He and his
wife, Sis, raised four children

3 in Matador, all graduates of
I ‘ Matador High School
1916-1985
C.R. Davis and grandson,
Don Baxter, in 1983.

Don's Tire e Automotive
Texas Ts e Floral

We Appreciaie Your Business!

347-2801

347-2711
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D.A. Fulkerson Operated
Matador Toll Bridge

October 7, 1934, in Matador.

by Lila Meador

‘When David Anthony Fulkerson and
Sarah Elizabeth Dunlap were married
October 9, 1884 in Pinocle, Ark., where
they had been born, they started a trek to
Texas in a wagon train with her parents,
who returned to Arkansas after they
reached Red River. Mrs.Fulkerson never
saw her parents again.

After first living in Collin County, the
Fulkersons later moved on west to Earth
County, and from there came to Motley
County in 1914. Mr. Fulkerson operated
atoll bridge between Paducah and Mata-
dor for several years before moving to

Mr. and Mrs. D.A. Fulkerson on their 50th Anniversary,

The Judson D. Mitchells

by Rosalyn M. Work

Judson D. and Isabel Gerrells Mitch-
ell arrived in Roaring Springs from
Hamilton County on September 30, 1923.
Bringing their three oldest children by
train from Hamilton County, Texas. The
children were Doyle, age 7; Rosalyn Joy,
age 4 and Frank, age 2. Marian Alice was
born in Roaring Springs in 1926. Mr.
Mitchell was in the General Insurance
and Real Estate business. He was admin-
istrator for the Roaring Springs Townsite
Company for twenty-five years until it
was purchased by the City.

At the time of his death in January,
1990, he was the oldest livingJustice of
the Peace in Texas, having served in that
capacity for 63 years. Isabel Mitchell
became the first Rural Aid Supervisor
social worker during the depression and
developed the first cafeteria in the Roar-
ing Springs School to feed the hungry,
depression children. She served for 28
yearsasCity Taxassessor-collector. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell were very active in
the First Baptist Church and were in-
volved in the building of the "new" Bap-
tist Church. Both were extremely active
in community and school affairs. Mrs.

- Mitchell died in 1968 and Mr. Mitchell

Matador. During that time one of their
sons stayed in Matador with friends, in
order to attend school. During the 1920s
"Uncle Dave" as he became known,
operated a hamburger stand and became
popular because his hamburgers were
recognized as the "best in town". Be-
sides, they cost just a nickel.

The couple were parents of 12 chil-
dren, three of whom were still living
when Mr.Fulkerson passed away Nov.
12, 1948: Cecil, who died September 21,
1981; Carmney, who died March 22, 1989,
and Nolan, who lives in Lubbock. Mrs.
Fulkersondied September 3, 1938 at their
home in Matador.

died in January, 1990.

They are survived by two daughters,
Mrs. Robert E. (Rosalyn) Work of Sara-
toga, California and Mrs. Louis F. (Mar-
ian) Jones of Los Gatos, California. Frank
N. Mitchell was killed in Korea in 1950.
He was awarded the Medal of Honor, the

Nation's highest award, for exceptional
bravery in that conflict. He is survived by
a daughter, Barbara Stern, who lives in
Spain. Doyle died of a heart attack in
1972 andissurvived by hiswife, Dorothy
and a son, Dan, of Lubbock.

A highlight of Judson D. Mitchell's
life occurred the summer before his death
in August 1989 with the placing of a

marble monument in honor of Medal of
Honor winner, 1st Lt. Frank N. Mitchell
in the park in downtown Roaring Springs
byhisRoaring Springs High School class-
mates, Class of 1938. On the same occa-
sion , the City Council of Roaring Springs
designated the park Frank N. Mitchell
Memorial Park.

Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Mitchell

Another honor will be bestowed on
1st. Lt. Frank N. Mitchell on May 22,
1991 at which time family and friends are

invited to the Basic School at Quantico
Marine Base, Quantico, Virginia for the
dedication of new officer training build-

ing."

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell's great-grand-
son, Jeremy David Jones, son of Carla
Jones of Roaring Springs and Jonathan

Jones of Los Gatos, California, lives in
Roaring Springs.

Memories of Early Day Fire Fighting in Roaring Springs

by Garlin Murphy

NOTE: This article was submitted by
Jennie Lou Murphy. It was written by
Garlin Murphy in 1986. Mr. Murphy
died August, 1987.

Each time I read an item in the Mata-
dor Tribune about the efficient work of
the Roaring Springs Fire Department it
brings to me memories of the beginning
of the first organized Fire Department in
Roaring Springs.

After two disastrous fires in the twen-
ties - one in the block next to the depot,
and anotherin the space now occupied by
Thacker Supply the City Council voted
to buy a fire truck. This was about 1928.

The fire truck was purchased, shipped
by rail to Amarillo and was delivered to
Roaring Springs by the sales representa-
tive (accompanied by adriver). The sales-
man had agreed to organize the fire de-
partment and give proper instructions on
answering a fire call, making hook ups,
etc.

The day of delivery turned out be
bitterly cold with a really strong north
wind. Asaresult, the salesrepresentative
purchased a fruit jar of moonshine to
fortify himself against the cold while
riding in the open seat of a fire truck. By
the time they reached Matador he was in
a hilarious, celebrating mood. He was
picked up by the long arm of the law and
givena free bed in the Matador jail house
for the night.

On the following morning, as prear-
ranged, the city fathers along with sev-
eral volunteers met with the sales rep
who U'm sure suffered from a severe
hangover. He gave us a peppy time of
instruction.

A few of the names I remember are,
either E.E. Moss or H.V. Bigham as fire
chief, Ezra Bowen, Andy Hurst, Babe
Hurst, George Gabriel, Merl Freeman,

Clyde Mitchell, Albert Smith,aMr. Conn
(mechanic employed by F.C. King), Jay
Meador, and myself. I'm sure there were
others I don't recall. All are now de-
ceased, except myself and two or three, I
am not sure about.

When we made the first mock up on
Circle Street, George Gabriel and I were
assignedtojerk thenozzle attached to the
hose from the truck. We were to step off
when the truck slowed down in order to
string outthe hose to the nearest fire plug.

Not having any previous experience,
George and I stepped off and hit gravel
face down, trying hard to hang on to the
nozzle. Outside of losing much skin and
a few minor bruises we both survived.
Since George was wearing dress trousers

and a tie, he felt discouraged over further
service and we lost our first member on
the spot. 7%
‘We practiced religiously and became
very efficient. We entered a contest at
Paducah and won second place.

.Q...l.'...........'....l........".....

Motley

....'...........................Q.....'

Happy Birthday

Visit our Booth at the Centennial Celebration

We will have plants for sale
and tickets on a wheel barrow

PEPBEDE DS
Matador
Garden Club

County

The first real fire we were called to
was an outhouse belonging to M.E. Kea-
hey - at that time many privacies were in
the backyard.

Since I am recalling these happenings
from almost sixty years ago, there may be
some discrepancies but I think they are

fairly accurate. Best of luck to those of |

you who are now giving your time for the
protection of your neighbors.
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ing, to be known as "The Mitchell Build-

Congratulations
Motley County

100 Years of History
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~ Lawrence Farn Store

Lawrence Farm Store

Baptismal service in pond at the Matador Ranch, close to the Headquarters.

(Photo courtesy of Glenn Woodruff)
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Mr. and Mrs. Otto Underwood. The Underwoods were married June 13, 1916. They
came to this area in 1927. Thirteen children were born to Otto and Rosetta.. ' - Mr.
Underwood died in 1970. He was aretired farmer. Mrs. Underwood is 91 years old, one
of the oldest living residents of Motley County. She maintained her home in Roaring
Springs for many years. She has been a resident of the Lockney Care Center for about
a year.

Mr. and Mrs. Luster Cornelius Meredith on their wedding day, March 3,1929.Mr.and  Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hines Ashley. They were married August 17, 1935 in Dickens
Mrs. Meredith came to Motley County in 1950 from East Texas. They had ten children. ~ County. Their families came to Motley County about 1930. Mr. Ashley operated a
Mr. Meredith wasaretired farmer, when he died in 1973. Mrs. Meredith still maintains ~ Mechanic Shop in Roaring Springs for many years. They had four children. Mrs.
her home in Roaring Springs. Ashley died April, 1985. Mr. Ashley died February, 1991.

s

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Underwood, on their 50th Wedding Anniversary in 1966.

MISSION SERVICE STATION in 1943:
(right to left) Bill Dunning, J.C. McMahan,
__ Bill Rushing. The Donaldson family came
to Motley County, the Whiteflat area in
about 1909.

(Bill Dunning Photo)

s, ol

Motley Coum‘y Tribune
and
White's Communication

Loaded with cake for Matador Ranch Cattle at Roaring Springs Depot. A.T. Swepston
driving, about 1914.

(photo courtesy of Betty Campbell)

KSRW — K96.1

Your local Radio and Newspaper

Welcomes you to

.

JENKINS BARBER SHOP: (left to right) Homer T. Jenkins, Douglas Pitts Sr., in chair; Emmitt Jenkins, and Mr. Green
in chair; Henry Pipkin, George Blackshear in chair; at right is John Hamilton. This picture was taken about 1950.

Motley County

(Photo courtesy of Donnie Jenkins)

Before election that gave counties their
own government, county business was
administered by the nearest organized
county. Motley County business was ad-
. ministered by Baylor County. Courtlasted
. several days, until all business was taken
care of. Judge Joe A.P. Dickson, Carl
Nugent, District Attorney and Hazel Wal-
ton. County Clerk, W.A. Walton had
brought the gentlemen home with him for
; lunch,avhich was more or less the custom
- in those days. Picture made at front gate of
Walton home, in the middle of the street,
with view of Matador in background. Pic-
| ture was made about 1909-1910.
(Photo courtesy of Hazel Donovan)

for the 100th birthday
Centennial Celebration
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Dutchman Camp in about 1911. (Left to right) Jewell Ford, A.W. Ford, Wynona Ford (Gilbreath), Mrs. A.W. Ford, Christene Randolph (baby) and Mrs. Parker Randolph.
(photo courtesy of Wynona Ford Gilbreath)

EDNA LEONARD WAYBOURN

Frank Leonard and daughter, Edna Leonard (Waybourn), at McDonald camp on 0 S
Matador Ranch. Edna was 2 years old. She was born at Mott Camp in 1906. ; § 2 sl e g
: Wotonimil e (Photo courtesy of Ednd Waybourn) =~ " m%w s

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Ford. The married in Albuquerque, N.M. at St. John's

Methodist Church May 15, 1919.

il off the train at Childress, overland to Floydada.

Jameson Men: Top row left to right - Bob, Lem, Luther, Charlie and Almus. Bottom
left to right - James Knox, John, Ed, Tom. (James Knox was their father.) Bob, Almus
and Charlie were Methodist Ministers.

Phylander Alexander Cribbs and Nannie G. McShann were married on N

28, 1860 in Alab

They were the

Sometimes people would come
in on the Ft. Worth and Denver
Train here and ride the Mail
Hack to Matador or Floydada.
This picture was taken at Turtle
Hole Creek. Mules were changed
at the Waybourn place on

South Pease River.

(Photo courtesy of
Edna Leonard Waybourn)

RALIEOT 'M%W

parents of five children, Lillie,
(Mrs. N.A. Thompson); Margaret
(Maggie) Mrs. John Vaughn); Ella
(Mrs. D.C. Keith); Dan, Carolyn
(Carrie) (Mrs. W.A. Walton).

This picture was made September
15, 1915. They were celebrating
their 55th Anniversary (a little early)
and Mrs. Cribbs 75th birthday.
P.A. Cribbs was 79. This picture
was made at their home a few
miles south of Matador, the
present Charlie Keith home.

PRGN
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Happy 100th Q?irtﬁtfay
Motley County

IR AN AL

Red Payne and Humpy Briggs, old time Matador Cowboys, visiting
at an Old Settlers Reunion.

(Photo courtesy of Ruby McWilliams)

LIKE TEMPERED STEEL
Friendship is a bar of steel that goes into many fires, tempered in the white
heat of doubt and finally left to the chill of understanding. If it is too brittle, it will
break in the strain of association and if it is too soft, it will twist and warp during the
course of relationship. True friendship achieves the happy medium of an exacting
consistency that will withstand many strains.
Trail Dust — Doug Meador

happy birthday to you......
happy birthday to you..
happy birthday Motley County...
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!

100th Birthday
1891-1991




History Repeated At Russellville Camp

100 Year Circle Complete

John Edward and John Calvin Russell, 1>42.

by Linda Russell Roy

Dancing withbroomweed andthrough
mesquite fonds, the prairie wind knows.
Slammmg over smooth creek rocks and

i indmill blades, the
prame wind claims all with its touch.
Caressing the sturdy, young face of the
cowboy, the wind senses afamiliar spirit,
one of its own, come again through an-
other generation to love her rough cedar
breaks and tiptoe sky.

1880°'S

John J. Russell, new to the promising
prairie and gentle hills of Motley County,
planted roots that would spread for more
that a century when he first settled in this
untamed part of Texas in the last decades
of the 1800s. Buying some land southeast
of town of Matador, he set in motion a

tradition that would trail through six
generations of Russell men. His choice of
land would influence the naming of load-
ing pens eventually built nearby, next to
a railroad spur. From Russellville thou-
sands of head of cattle would begin their
journey to market, and the newly-formed
Matador Cattle Company, a Scottish syn-
dimtedelenninedloproﬁlﬁ'(xn the young
country's natural wealth, soon set up one
of its camps close by. First called Rat's
Nest Camp, it later became known as the
Russellville Camp.

(Photos courtesy of Sonny Russell)
1890'S

In 1892 young John Edward Russell
stepped downas chuckwagon cook, ajob
he had held with the Matador Cattle-
Company for more tha a year.

The Matadors preferred that their
wagon men be single. Always on the
move and shouldering many responsi-
bilities, Russell would have his hands full
with little time left to devote to family
matters. But J.E. had recently married
Parilee Cornett, and jobs were hard to
come by so they decided to keep their
marriage a secret. Their secret was safe
until Parilee began showing signs of carry-
ing the first of their six children, and
they had to announce the marriage. J.E.
Russell was the first wagon man that was
not fired for getting married. Instead, the
company offered to sell Russell some of
their land if he would stake off a five-mile
square, but he thought the price of 50
\cents an acre was just  little high. But
their offer of making him camp man at

Russellville Camp was too attractive to

pass up. The Matador Land and Cattle
Company was good to work for, provid-
ing his family with a dugout for shelter
and staples from the commissary.

Destined later to ded:cate his life to
law enforcement and become associated
with the famed TexasRangersin tracking
down cattle rustlers, the cowboy thrived
in the life he had chosen, despite its

J.E. Russell, Sr.

hardships. It was really less a matter of
choice on his part, however, but more
:a matter of being chosen. Did he sense
that his great-grandson would also be
chosen? A hundred years later, another
Russell would know the beauty and frus-
tration of the life of a Texas cowboy and
try to implant in his own small son alove
for the flavor and spirit of such a life.

1920'S - 1930'S

The maternal heritage of the cowboy
also wove a pattern of Matador tradition
through Luther Cox. Cox was a perfec-
tonist. The hard time of the 1920s and
1930s had honed theruddy, intense young
face with determination. Already the camp
man at the Matador's Ballard Camp when
he married Meddie Howell, he eventu-
ally moved his growing family to Turtle
Hole Camp and finally to Dugout.

When death's untimely call took him
in the summer of his life, his oldest son
W.O. turned from the opportunity of a
football scholarship and college toreturn
to the Matador and Dugout to take his
father's place as camp man. To help the
widow and her four children make ends
meet, the Matador also employed Cox's
middle son, L.M., as a chore boy after
school.

Does Luther smiledownashe seesthe -

only son of his only daughter choose
decades later the same life and become,
himself, a Matador camp man.

1940'S

Use of the automobile for something
other than a curiosity spun a rut between
generations that some hesitated to navi-
gate. While John Jackson, manager of the
Matador around World War I, recog-
nized the potential benefit of this vehicle
in the ranch operation, he never leamed
to drive. John Calvin Russell gladly
climbed behind the wheel and was chauf-
feur for Jackson for several years.

Although working most of his life as a
self-employed rancher and cattle trader,
Russell had been born at Croton Camp
while his father, J.E., was camp man
there, and there was an intrinsic bond
with the ranch. About 20 years after his
term as Jackson's driver, Russell returned

. tothe Matador to work as a special inves-

FAMILY PICNIC in 1927, in the vicinity of Northfield. Clockwise from left are A.A.
Tipton, Leonard Crowell Jr., Burrell Tipton, Mary Ola Tipton, J.A. (Jim) Tipton, his
wife, Katie Crowell Tipton, their son, Fay, Odis Crowell, Lizzie Watson Crowell, and
Aletha Crowell Tipton. Picture was made by Leonard Crowell of Flomot, brother of the
two Tipton women.

Happy 100th
Birthday

Taylor's
Pizza Box

tigator for the Cattleman's Association
just for that ranch. For though he loved

freedom of being hisown boss, Russell
respected theMatador ranch men, and
like his father, he felt proud to be associ-
ated with them. His grandson would feel
the same.

John Merwyn Russellhad many happy
memories of playing around the Mata-
dor's wagon when he was about 10 or 12
years old and of receiving alittle spend-
ing money for "day work" the preteen
was assigned. It seemed only natural,
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then, when he returned from overseas =

duty during World War II, that work for
the Matadors would be an agreeable
prospect. In the interim between the end
of the war and earning his degree at Texas
A&M University, Russell fought his own
battle with the wild cattle that hid out in
the thick brush of the Matador rangeland.
These mavericks had to be caught and
cleared out of the pastures so that the
Matadors could move their yearlingsonto
the grassland. After about four months of
wrestling with those cattle, he had to
really adjust when he found himselfin the
quiet classrooms at College Station. His
son later made the same adjustment in
reverse.

1990'S

John Douglas Russell, a young cow-
boy fresh from college, settled with his
family in the Russellville Camp of the
Matador Cattle Company, a division of
Koch Industries. Drawback to his place
of heritage, he had turned from today's
more conventional career opportunities
to pursue the life he loved. He instinc-
tively felt a rhythmic pattern continuing
as he took the job of Russellville camp
man just as his great-grandfather had 100
years before.

Though the goals of theMatador Ranch
are the same, many other things are very
different from a century before. And that
harmonious blending of the old and new
is an assurance of the enduring quality
absent from most industries. Koch Indus-
tries makes sure its men know that the
Matador Cattle Company is designed to
be a profitable business. If they just want
to "play cowboy", they are warned to
look elsewhere for employment.

Russell still works from horseback
like his great-grandfather, but he also
operates from his truck and sometimes
from an 18-wheel tractor-trailer rig. The
nurturing of a healthy and productive

herd is still the main focus of the ranch,
but now that is achievd through genetic
engineering and artificial insemination,
carefully controlled nutrition, and regu-
lar innoculations. While the Hereford
breed was the mainstay of the early ranch,
today's herd reflects a desire to ferret out
the best breed possible through experi-
mentation with some of the more exotic
lines.

So as J.D. takes his 3-year-old son,
John Colton Russell, with him to "check
the cattle”, he continues to weave the
fabric of a life that has sparked countless
legends. And as they bump along the
dusty road in the first glory of a West
Texas dawn, they don't travel alone. They
are never alone.

Most families feel bound to the Mata-

dor Cattle Company and its traditions.

The pride of associationis not only filial,

butan instinctive clutchatalife that finds

substance in hard physical work and
cunning choreographed by nature's ca-
price.

[Se[FTe[FLe[FTLe[TLe[L

PIONEERS OF MOTLEY COUNTY: Doug Meador, Jim Meador, J.E. Russell and

Joe Meador.

(photo courtesy of Sonny Russell)

Dirickson Family

The Dirickson family: (I-r) Bill, Wishy, Mrs. Dirickson, Vesta, Orville and Melvin.

In the winter of 1914 Mr. and Mrs.
W.R. Dirickson with their family of six
children left Mountain View, Oklahoma,
and headed for West Texas to find a new
place to live, driving their herd of cattle
all the way.

Dick was only seven, but he rode a
horse and helped herd the cattle all the
way. They were on the road 30 days,
between El Dorado, Oklahoma and Qua-
nah, Texas.

The Diricksons had to make stops for
the Red River to go down, so they made
camp and waited a week or more. They
next reached Coitle County (Paducah)
where they stopped for several months
(leasing pasture) while they searched for
a location for a home.

Scouting fora location was something

else - they finally bought a section, leas-
ing another section 10 miles east of
Matador. The kids enrolled at Clements
School. They moved to town (Matador)
in 1920.

In 1929 Mr. Dirickson bought a sec-
tion and a half, 23 miles north of Fort
Sumner, New Mexico and leased 36
sections in the adjoining country.

After Mrs. Dirickson's death in 1938
Dick was the only one leftranching. Two
of his brothers continued "cowboying"
for the Matadors.

As a tribute to his ranching heritage
C.D. Bird, J.R. Moore and A.B. Echols
said he was the best all 'round cowboy
they had ever used. Not being able to buy
land for ranching Dick wound up in show
business, The Rogue Theatre.

1919 FLOMOT COTTON FIELD: Those on wagon are Tede and Ora Blackshear,
Earnest and Rui Everhart; on the ground are Mary B. and Viola Blackshear, Bessie and

TOO MUCH BEAUTY

It has justly been said that this section of western Texas has the most
beautiful sunsets of any place on earth, yet, how often do you even so much as hear
acasual remark abouta sunset? Is beauty truly in the eye of the beholder? I have seen
acowboy stand up in his stirrups and lean forward into the sunset, as if to get a little

Stella and Mr. Everhart.

GOOD SOLDIERS

nearer the thing that fascinates him. I have seen a lone wolf stand on a high and
distant hill and look in the sunset. The trouble with Texans is that we have too much

beauty. We have ceased to look for it.
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Motley County

We have appreicated your business and support
during our three years of business.

Specials throughout the Store!

Trail Dust — Doug Meador

i
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Hardships, like dangers, are usually experienced before their severity
becomes apparent. Those who have suffered most are more reluctant to describe
tribulations thatcan but seem a little foolish and weak beneath the burden of martry's
glory. Good soldiers seldom find pleasure in the discussion of unpleasant things that
each has known in battle.

Trail Dust — Doug Meador
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The Echols Midas Touch

Echols, a name that is intertwined
with the history of the area, was set apart
by the colorful personality of Armpstead
Benjamin. The thirty-year old native of
Georgia filed on a claim north of
Whiteflat. In September of 1890 the
General Land Office awarded him Sec-
tion 30, Block T.

To the west of the growing settlement
in the Caprock foothills, he purchased
a17,000 acre ranch five years later. In
that year of 1895 on January 21 at
Whiteflat, he and Mary Ozborne Lisenby
became the 21st couple married in the
county.

Joining the family around 1897 was
AB.'s father and mother, Robert Petty
and Elizabeth Varner Echols. Bomn in
1825, R.P. had joined his fellow Geor-
gians in the Civil War fighting. From
Kingston, Ga., after taking the oath of
amnesty, the "paroled prisoner of the
army of North Gerogia," was granted
permission to go home on May 12, 1865.
Leaving their ravaged home state, the
Echols falm]y moved to Arkansas and
then to Parker County in Texas. In 1888
RP. paxd land taxes in Jack County.

One of the enterprises of A.B. Echols, a man of many business interests.

The 1900 Census counted Robert,
"Elisibeth,” and "Bular” in one house-
hold. Nearby was his son's family:
"Armstaid," Mollie, four year old "Bu-
lar,” and two year old Robert. Yet to
come was the feisty Ollie.

A cattleman of unusual skill who rode

therange well into his sunset years, Armp
Echols was also noted for his business
deals.
In 1907 Echols was named vice-presi-
dent of the newly chartered First State
Bank and four years later, the president,
an association which would last for a
quarter of a century. He also servedas a
director of the First National Bank in
Childress. As the president and principal
stockholder in the Motley County Rail-
way formed in 1913, his investment
amounted to $30,000, according to the
shortline's lawyer, G.E. Hamilton.

Arelatively small investmentof $2,000
in the Texas Chief oil well in the
Burkburnet field in 1918, posted a hand-
some profit for Echols and the ten other
investors, some say.as much as 80.to 1.

Echols and his son Bob owned or
leased an additional 50,000 acre ranch.

A.B. served on the prestigious board of
directors of the Texas Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Assn. of Fort Worth.

For sxxly years Echols wasa BapUSt, a
commltment he took seriously. So seri-
ously, in fact, that he remained a tee-
totaler all his life, also abstaining from
coffee and tobacco. The Whiteflat
Cemetery, west of the school, post office,
and mercantile, was carved from a por-
tion of his ranch land.

One esteemed visitor to the Echols
ranch was Temple Houston, lawyer son
of Sam Houston. Echols and neighbor
rancher Bob Haley attended Temple's
jury trial in Clarendon when the lawyer
pleaded for his life and won perhaps his
most important case.

In an eloquent tribute, Douglas
Meador, editor of the Matador Tribune,
wrote upon A.B. Echols death on May
22, 1939:

"Following the phantom trails of van-
ished herds and guided by the campfires
of comrades whose spurs have grown
rusty, he views the wide ranges of eter-

tice and the quill returned to the hand of
God

"Pioneer, Cattleman, and defender of
right, he enters paradise with every bond
of duty paid, and the benediction of his
life becomes a part of the land he knew
and loved.

"An empty saddle hangs in the shed
like an abandoned shell on the shore of
some unknown sea and his favorite horse

listens to the dirge of sorrowing winds in

the deep flumes of a Texas sky. Beyond
the range he knew the best are the blue
Quitaques and the ancient Caprock hori-
zon in a homage of silence as the sunset
beats a golden trail to the gate of his
corral. A great good man is gone; the
stranger he never knew here will be his
friend in paradise.”

cwﬁ%ﬂﬁ.ﬂ

nity. The noble saga of his ilfe hasbeen

written on the eternal parchment of jus-

The Cooper Family — Anna Benson Nelson Cooper

Jim (JJ.) Cooper, about 1898. Mr. Cooper carried mail from Childress

to TeePee City and back.

(Photo courtesy of J.B. Cooper)

THE COOPER FAMILY: J.J. Cooper, Norah Cooper, Grandmother Cooper, Ivy O.
Cooper, Carrie Heisa, and J.B. and Geneva Cooper. Taken at TeePee City about 1924.

Hard work, preseverance, and endur-
nace were always a partof Anna Cooper's
life. As a young girl in Kristinstad, Swe-
den, Anna Benson Nelsonbecame inden-
tured to her auntand uncle upon the death
of her parents. A strong, healthy girl,
Anna helped her uncle with the hog kill-
ing. She cut wood on the mountain side,
hauled it down the mountain and loaded

(Photo courtesy of J.B. Cooper)

iton the wagon. Many loaves of rye bread
she baked in the outdoor oven.

Because of overcrowding conditions
and harsh economic times, many Swedes,
like Anna, emigrated to America with the

&
Anna Cooper when she was about 17 or 18 years old. She came to America
through Ellis Island from Sweden and made her way to Denver, where she
and her husband, Mr. A.B. Cooper, met. Her sister, Nellie, came with her.
(Photo courtesy of J.B. Cooper)

1865. Saving whatever she could, she
worked as a housekeeper or maid in
Chicago, as she made her way further
west to Koakuk, Iowa, then further west
to Lawrence, Kansas, and on to Denver,
Colorado.

InDecember, 1878, in Denver she met
and married Arthur B. Cooper, recently
retired scout from General Custer's com-
mand. The newlyweds took the train to
Kansas City, then Dallas, headed for the
frontier of Texas.

Arriving in February, 1879, at the
outpost of TeePee City, a saloon, hotel,
and store, the Coopers found several
families by the names of Counsel, Harper,
Hammock, and Bowman living in picket
houses. Issac Armstrong was in charge of
the trading post and the U.S. Mail.

Coopertraveled to Jacksboro, filed on
160 acres of 1and, and bought three more
sections of railroad land, using moneythe
thrifty Anna had saved over the years.

Their first son, James Motley, was
born in the dugout while Cooper was
away freighting. When the child died,
some cowboys buried him; Cooper never

dream of a better life,ahome, and landof saw his first born.

their own.
Sailing from Stockholm, seventeen-
year-old Anna landed in New York in

Anna's next child, Nora Cordelia, was
born in 1882 and said to be the first white

girl born in what was to become Motley
County. Then in 1884 James Juryens was
born. Anna knitted socks and gloves for
them and made their clothes by hand.
When their dugout was ruined by
flooding water, the Coopers moved back
near thessite of their furst dugoutat TeePee
City, this time building a two-room half-
dugout of rock. Here Mary Elizabeth,
"Nelli", was born in 1886, but she failed
to thrive and died before her first birth-

day.

In 1898, whether disgusted by never-
ending political squabbles, disheartened
by his bad judgement of character, or
eager torecoup his losses, Cooper left the
country. The gold fields of Alaska beck-
oned. Although he never struck gold, he
did become a postmaster and acquired
some lots in Cordova. When he died in
1916 at the hot springs of Sitka, among
his things were a watch, a gun, and a
violin. The ever tough Anna was now the

.sole supporter of her little family.

In 1915, after living in dugouts and a
half-dugout for 35 years, Anna built a
house on her land. For the next 17 years
until her dath, although Jim tried to con-
vince her tomove to town, Annaresisted.
She had come to America for ahome and
now that she had it, she wasn't going to
leave it.
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Mr. and Mrs. Lem Lancaster and their children, Elzie, Jonathan and L.V. This picture

was taken in 1896.

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Lancaster, about 1908.
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Bill Tilson, Early Settler

W.R. Tilson, 1929 or 1930.

by Eugenia Bethard

In 1891, Matador was made a town-
ship and Tilson was instrumental in this
endeavor. He accompanied "Paint"
Campbell to the County Seat of Crosby
County to obtain the necessary papers to
establish a County. The people of the
community had setup the required places
of business, temporary of course. Mr.
Tilson's place of business was a Real
Estate Agency, set up with four planks
across four bales of hay. Mrs. J.L. Moore
had a milinery shop, using a plank for her
counter. Inmediately Mr. Tilson joined
in with the effort for a church and school
in Matador. Also the Tilsons helped

(Photo courtesy of Eugenia Bethard)

organize the Methodist Church in
Whiteflat, both being accomplished in
1898. The first seven years the Tilsons
attended Union Services at Matador in
various meeting places, quite often spend-
ing the day with the Rance Moore family.

In the spring of 1885 Bill Tilson was
employed by the Matador Ranch and was
again sent to the Riley Work. That fall, he
and Mr. Drace dug a well and dugout on
Sec.3A Block T, this being the first work
towards a settlement on Whiteflat. This
dugout was walled up with plankshaving
aplank floor and plank overhead, dirt on
top of that. That was the home where he
brought his bride, Sallie Williams of
Childress.

Roaring Springs falls in 1913. Photo courtesy of Freda Keahey.

Harold Casey Jones)

Congratul
Motiley County

Downtown Roaring Springs in early day snow storm. (Photo courtesy oers.

ations

Mrs. W.R. (Sallie) Tilson, 1929 or 1930.
; Photo courtesy of Eugenia Bethard)

Mr. Tilson acquired the necessary
approvals to establish the Whiteflat Post
Office. He helped build the first school
house in Motley County which was at
Whitelfat. He got the subscription of
$1,600 for the second Whiteflat school-
house, which was the first two-story
schoolhouse in Motley County. At the
closing of the Whiteflat school, the bell,
originally given by Mr. and Mrs. Tilson,
was returned to the Tilson family. The
family, in 1979, gave the bell to the
Motley County School, and it is now the
traveling Victory Bell of the "Matadors."

In the Duff Green files, Bill Tilson is
aptly described as "A Virginia product
that somehow found his way to Texas

during the early eighties and ultimately
worked on the Matador Ranch during its
harem-scarem, wild heydays. Tilson was
both a Virginian and a Texan. Like most
Virginians I ever knew, he was trained in
his youth to be a good horseman - trained
asatourney -and never lived to be too old
to love the sport."

Bill Tilson served as Commissioner
of Precinct No. 2 in 1902, 1906, 1908,
1910. He was one of the County's earliest

settlers and aided in establishing both
‘Whiteflatand Matador, continually work-
ing for the school and church and the
general betterment of the Whiteflat
community he hadestablished and named.

A New Pupil At School

by Naomi Tilson

Anna Kimbell taught her first school
in a dugout in Northfield. She had four
pupilsand made $20 amonth and thought
she was making a large salary. One day
they looked up on the ledge and there was

a large rattlesnake listening to the les-
sons. Quickly they left the dugout to the
snake. Byrd Bain, an eléven' yéar old
pupil killed the snake, so Miss Anna
Kimbell and her four pupils returned to
the dugout to continue their studies.

Campbell Family

Harry H. Campbell

by Grace Campbell

The first H.H. Campbell came to Mot~
ley County in 1879. He was known as
Henry or "Paint". It was the beginning of
a project that had been a dream. The
Matador Cattle Company became a real-
ity with five men forming the corpora-
tion. Mr. Campbell considered this area
of which Motley was a part as the most
ideal for cattle breeding. Leaving the
ranch at the end of 1890, he laid off the
town section of Matador and assisted in
the organizing of Motley into a county.
He waselected the first County Judge and
was elected to a second term.His and his
wife's interest in ranching never waned
and their descendants continue on today
with the same interests. Mrs. Campbell
was a hospitable person and interested in
anything, plant or animal, in the area. She
served as postmistress at the Ranch and
many years in the town. They are buied in
Ennis, Texas, along with their infant girl.

After attending schools near and far,
Harry Campbell, born May 15, 1881, son
of Lizzie and Paint Campbell, finished
his formal education as a junior. He
worked as a bookkeeper for a Childress
business until it closed. He, like his par-
ents, then settled down to the ranching
industry. Harry married BelzoraMcClure,
twin sister of Lenora McClure Luckett,

and they had a daughter, Erin (now Mrs.
Emest Shearer, Alpine). After the death
of Belzora, Harry married Ollie Hand.
Harry and Ollie were gracious hospitable
people. Harry was also interested in
banking and at the time of his death was
president of the board of directors of the
First State Bank. Ollie loved young
people, having parties for them and en-
Jjoyed having the senior girls visit her
after she was incapacitated, when she
P d them sewing baskets filled with
the necessary equipment she collected.

They are buried in East Mound Ceme-
tery. Harry and Ollie had three sons,
Henry Harold, Lyman Bundy and Hal
Vance. They live in Motley County and
all are in ranching and farming. They and
their wives have given, and continue to
do, volunteer work in almost all areas of
Church, Civicand Political activity in the
County. Bundy and Vance are World
War II veterans. Now their children are
taking active places in the ongoing of
ranching and volunteer activities. The
H.H. Campbell Family are still here. Look
around! You may be working with grand-
sons, great grandchildren and/or their
(siegu_s,es even their great-great grandchil-

.

For more information, "The Early
History of Motley County” by Harry H.
I(:':ampbell may be found in the local li-

rary.
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Many memories surround this longtime landmark, Bob's Oil Well. It

Bob's Oil Well

e
still stands as a

sentinel to Matador at the corner of U.S. Highway 70 and Texas 70.

With $100 and a little credit Bob
Robertson seized the moment to open a
filling station in Matador on the comer
intersection of two major highways.
Never mind thatit was the depression and
most businesses were reeling or folding
altogether.

Then the Irishman, in his dramatic
style, set a sixty-four foot wooden oil
derrick atop the service station and called
it "Bob's Oil Well." Ablaze with hun-
dreds of lights, the landmark could be
seen for miles before approaching Mata-
dor from any direction.

The World War I Marine veteran was
born in Greenville, Texas, on August 28,
1894. He came to Matador in the 1920's
and worked for J.H. Sample in the Spot
Cash Grocery. Later he operated the
Mission Service Station across from the
northwestcorner of the courthouse square.
Robertson married Olga Cunningham on
December 9, 1925. They had one child,
Reatha Rayne, who was their "little dar-
Tin’."

In 1939, the year Robertson promoted
Shannon Davidson Day, the wooden
tower wasreplaced by atallerand stronger
steel replica, reaching 86 feet into the
sky, beacon light of the foothill country.
The parade and rodeo celebration honor-
ing the pony express rider who made the
winning ride from Nocona, Texas, to
Oakland, California, brought anestimated
six thousand people to town.

As a novelty around 1936 Robertson
started keeping a cage of rattlesnakes to

attract tourists. Three years later one of
the reptiles hatched a litter of twelve little
rattlers in captivity. From this modest
beginning, a roadside zoo was born.

Two large lions arrived in June of
1940 from the City Park Zoo of Denver.
Two years of age, the lions weighed
approximately 400 pounds each and were
shipped in heavy boxes similar to those
usedin circuses. A cage, 14 x20x 7 feet,
made of iron, concrete, rock and wood
was built and enclosed by a rock wall.

Justabout a year after coming to Bob's
Qil Well zoo,"Trader" and "Kit" became
parents of four lion cubs, a highly un-
usual event for lions in captivity. About
the size of house cats, two of the cubs
were removed from the cage and cared
for in the Robertson home. In 1942
quintuplets were born to the fertile lion-
ess.

Theroadside zoo marked by the lighted
derrick became a popular tourist attrac-
tion. Besides the lions, at one time the
dynamic showman/promoter had mon-
keys, a buffalo, a bobcat, a raccon, coyo-
tes, and a pit of writhing rattlesnakes.

Advertising signs popped up along the

roadsleading toMatador: "Bob's Oil Well,
Matador - 300 miles", then "Bob's Oil
‘Well, Matador - 250 miles." Truckers,
furnished with a sign and posthole dig-
gers, werepaid to place the markers which
appeared on the way to Detroit, the Ari-
zona line, and even old Mexico. World
‘War II soldiers overseas wrote home that

they saw signs in Europe and the Pacific
Islands which read "Bob's Oil Well,
Matador, Texas - 3,000 miles" or the
exact milage from home.

Bob's Oil Well business cards were
distributed by passing truckers who left
them in service stations and cafes along
their way. One was reportedly seen in a
New York cafe.

Hislittle empire grew toinclude Bob's
Cook Shack, Bob's Foodway Grocery,
and Bob's Garage, east of the filling sta-
tion. Then in a consolidation move,
Robertson sold the grocery store. He
closed the garage, which he then used for
storage and repair of his fleet of Conoco
trucks from a new venture, the wholesale
and retail distribution of gas and oil prod-
ucts.

In 1946 the new Bob's Cook Shack
south of the station was built and adorned
with colorful native rock and petrified
wood hauled from the Salt Creek area.
The modern cafe with a stainless steel
kitchen was decorated with a western bar
(strictly soda fountain), big mirrors,
western furniture, and a Wurlitzer juke
box .

As commander of the Fleming Post of
the American Legion, Robertson led the
public-minded members in caring forEast
Mound Cemetery east of Matador. Under
his energetic leadership a rock arch or
gateway was built over the entrance.

Robertson spearheaded the drive to
purchase the Legion hall and to raise
funds for new and larger building for
veterans of both World Wars. As a
member of Fleming Post and the Matador
Lions Club, he was charged with erect-
ing a memorial to the over 600 men from
Motley County who foughtin World War

II. The World War I Legion members
seemed determined that those returning
from World War Il would not be met with
the same public apathy that they faced
after signing the Armistice in 1918. Asa
beginning, placed on the courthouse
square was the Honor Roll, a billboard
which listed 660 Motley County men
who served in the armed services.

However, it was not until 1950 that
members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
decided to build their own meeting hall,
using $2,000 of their funds. Then the
American Legion members voted to
remodel and enlarge their post, dedicat-
ing it in 1951 to the community. The
memorial fund was split between the two
groups. Robertson's dream of honoring

veterans, all veterans, with a memorial
was not to happen as he visualized it.

Voices rose and fell in the upstairs
room at the Motley Hotel on January 13,
1947, as Bob and his wife Olga discussed
divorce proceedings. With her attorney,
John Hamilton, they dickered over the
property settlement. With the day's busi-
ness concluded, the attorney started down
the stairs, followed by Mrs. Robertson in
discussion.

As he reached the lobby door, Hamil-
ton heard a loud noise. Mrs. Robertson
turned and rushed back to the room-- then
she screamed. Hamilton vaulted up the
stairs and found Robertson lying on the
floor with a gunshot wound in his temple.
A German luger, with one shot fired, was
foundnear the body. The attorney quickly
called Dr. J.S. Stanley and Sheriff John
Stotts, but Robertson was pronounced
dead by the physician.

County Judge William R. Cammack
and Justice of the Peace Henry Pipkin
conducted an inquest, concluding that
Robertson's death was due to a self-in-
flicted gunshot wound.

"A gunin his own hand wrote the final
chapter in the history of Matador's most
colorful character,” wrote Matador Trib-
une editor Douglas Meador. "Spirit of
the amiable, 56-year old, red-faced Irish-
man who rose from a filling station op-
erator to one of this West Texas town's
leading business men, is released from
mortal duty."

Less than two weeks later, a brisk
wind toppled the steel tower, the symbol
of BobRobertson's ambition and empire,
and stripped the foothill country of the
landmark beacon which had guided trav-
elers to and from Matador for fifteen
years. The roof of the old cafe east of the
station was damaged and telephone serv-
ice disrupted, but the tower appeared to
be unscathed.

Over two years later Mrs. Robertson,
who commissioned her son-in-law Scotty
Davis to rebuild the tower, restored the
landmark to its position atop the service
station. Lights, almost double the origi-
nal amount, blazed from the tower on
October 20, 1949. However, the cafe
never regained its original momentum
and closed in the 1950's. Over the years
itreopened and closed several times, once
under the flagship of Wylie Oil Com-
pany.

In 1991, Bob's Oil Well, surrounded
by weeds and neglect, stands in resolute
darkness, mute testimony to a promoter's
wild and fantastic dreams for his town.
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Charlie David Bird, 1866-1961

The children of Charlie and Daisle Bird: (I-r) Free, Carl, CIliff, Glen, Lila and Gus.

by Michelle Bearden

Staking a claim on the grassy plains of
the Llano Estacado region of Texas in the
years between 1884 to 1890, young Char-

lie David Bird nourished a dream held
fast in his eighteen year old heart - land,
cattle, a ranch of his own.
Theambitious youngster started work-
ing to make his dream come true by co-
working on any ranch that would let him
work. First working for the Pitchfork
Ranch in 1884, he went from there to the
Flying V, the "F" Ranch, the Double N

Bar Ranch and finally the great Matador
Ranchin June of 1885 where he ended up
working for fifteen years off and on. In
1887, at age 21, he helped drive 2000

Matador steers through Indian Territory
to Kansas where the nearest railhead lay.
Between times of employment Charlie
worked his ranch situated in Motley and
Dickens Counties.

Bom on Pumkin Creek at Canton,
Georgia on Oct. 31, 1866, Bird came to
“Erath County, Texas as a five year old.
He was later privileged to help organize

Pioneer Pastor Describes Early Camp Meetings

(Photo courtesy of Barbara Bird Jameson)

three counties, Floyd, Motley, and Dick-
ens counties from 1890 to 1891. He re-
turned to Erath Co. to meet and marry
Daisie Blair on December 8, 1891.

Charlie Bird brought his 21 year old
bride first to a dugout at Red Lake in
Dickens Co., then to a dugout on the
ranch in Motley County. They lived in

this dugout on the Tongue River 18 miles
Southeast of Matador until 1900 when a
frame house was built by Charlie and a
farmer living on the ranch. Charlie hauled
lumber for the initial 14x 14 house from

Quanah and Plainview with a borrowea
team and wagon. He later added on to the
house as needed and as money for lumber
was available. The cavernous attic was
made into a large room for Bird's five

sons while his one daughter had a room
downstairs. In 1923, with the family
grown and gone, Mrs. Bird elected to
eliminate the second story and the lum-
ber was used to help build a son's house
across the river. A uniform small stone
rock fence was started by Mrs. Daisie
Bird in an on-going effort to keep cattle
our of her yard. Charlie helped out by

hiring a itinerate workman to finish the
landmark fence and also to build rock
flower beds, a rock scrub board and
cauldron holder to wash clothes.

Charlie spoke with Quanah Parker
many times as the proud Indian chief
frequently traveled through the Bird
Ranch, camping on his way from the
tribe's winterand summer grounds. Char-
lie ensured friendly relations with gifts of
beef each time the tribe came through.

Charlie Bird, a bigger than life man
builta 19 section ranch out of humble
beginnings with a strong thread of pers-
erverance, hard work and a little good
luck. At his peak, Charlie ran over 2000
head of whitefaced herefords with the T
Cross Bar brand on their left side. Bird
was a charter member stockholder of the
First State Bank of Matador which he and
several others started in the early 1900's
and where he served as chairman of the
Board for over a half century.

Two fourth generation descendants of
Charlie Bird currently raise cattle on this
historicranch. One great grandson,James

Bearden lives in the old ranch house that '
Charliebuilt when hisdream was still just

a bright promise.

" Rev. Robert Lee Jameson, 1874-1959

(Photo courtesy of Nona Williams)
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Mrs. R.L. (Mintie) Jameson
(Photo courtesy of Nona Williams)

TA®J1\®) 1971 19) )] 8/ 1\®) \®/ 1

[OH

P

(897 @/ 1\9/ 1 \9/1 9/, 10/, 9) @), @) 18,9/ \®)[\9) 19/ 9]

DDth
MOTLEY COUNTY

Centennial Celebration
May 25, 1991

rod
Credit Association

TaYi/e\ile\ /a\ ! /@\ii7e\ I8\ /e iIfaY i /aYii/e\ i

Charlie David Bird carrying flag in the early 40's at Old Settlers Parade,
riding Old Gray. Rider to the right is (Cap) Ed Russell.
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Nona Helen Kingery and Clyde Willia

Clyde departed for overseas duty in the Pacific and on to Japan, WWIL.

NOTE: This article is reprinted from
‘Matador Tribune, issue August 22, 1940.

One of the early pastors of this section
was (the late) Rev. R.L. (Bob) Jameson
of Whiteflat, who came to Motley in
1906 as a circuit preacher from Paducah.
He was born at Marshfield, Missouri, on
October 4, 1874, and married Miss Min-
tie R. Barmore, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
T.M. Barmore, at Crowell, Texas. They
have eleven . children, six sons and five
daughters.

Regarding his early experiences, Rev.
Jameson writes as follows: "I came to
Matador as pastor of the Matador Circuit,
Methodist Church, in November, 1906.
For the first two years, I preached at
Matador on two Sundays, at Whiteflat
on Sunday, and at the Dutchman School
one Sunday. For the following two years,
.1 gave Matador three Sundays and
Dutchman one, and in the early part of
1907, I organized the Whiteflat Church.

"At the Fourth Quarterly Conference
held in 1910, the Matador Church asked
and was granted full time, which it has
maintained ever since.

"In the summer of 1905, I went to
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Roaring Springs to assist the Matador
pastor, the late J.T. Hicks, in the first

camp meeting held at the Springs. Atthis |

meeting, every unconverted person at
tending made a profession of religion.

"A lone cowboy traveling through the
country stopped by the Springs to make
camp for the night as was the custom in
those days. He attended the service that
night, and he too was converted, goingon
his way the next day a happier man.

"During the following four years as
pastor, [held campmeetings atthe Springs
in cooperation with the Dickens pastor.

"At one of the services a Lubbock
preacher,Rev. W .P. Calloway, wasdoing
the preaching. I noticed some confusion
among the young people who were occu-
pying benches to the left of the platform
upon which the preacher was standing.
Watching closely, I saw a rattlesnake
crawling from under the benches and go
under the platform.

"I stopped the preacher, and we stood
the platform on edge, killed the snake,
and without further confusion, the
preacher proceeded with his sermon.

"We had some great services at those
old camp meetings, and many of those
whoattended have been converted there.”
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PIZZA GOLD

Foydada, Texas

Kingery
Jameson
Wedding

1923

HomerKingery and MissEvaJameson
were united in marriage at 3:00 o'clock,
‘Wednesday afternoon, June 6th, atRoar-
ing Springs. The ceremony being solem-
nized by Elder Drennard of the Church of
Christ.

Homer Kingery is one of the most
popular young men everreared in Motley
County, and thatis saying a greatdeal. He
isaclean, moral, conscientious, polished
young Christian gentleman who enjoys
the contidence and respect of all with
whom he comesin contact, and one whose
future is full of promise, and whose suc-
cessin life isassured, as gauged by appli-
cation to his undertakings, proper con-
ception of obligations either expressed or
implied can give such warrant, and they
are the greatest assets thatthe young man
of today can possess.

The bride is the eldest daughter of the
Rev.and Mrs. R.L.Jameson, of Whiteflat,
and like the man of her choice, has been

reared in Motley County, where her be-

coming graces, virtues and accomplish-
ments have endeared her to a wide circle
of friends. She is a musician of marked
talent and her every effort in life has been
characterized by the highestideals, which
give unquestioned warrant of her meet-
ing and discharging the duties of the new
relations of life with a single purpose of
faith and concientious convictions.

The earnest solicitations of a host of
friends attend them.

They will make their home at the old
Kingery homestead, southeast of town.

Her G.

Kingery
(Photo courtesy of Nona Williams)

Eva Jameson Kingery
(Photo courtesy of Nona Williams)
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‘History of the El Progresso Club

by Beverly Vinson

The year was early October 1927.
Five women of Matador, Mrs. Frank
Eiring, Mrs. Knox Crews, Mrs. U.L.
Wilie, Mrs. JR. Whitworth and Mrs.
Harry Willett were playing bridge when
the conversation turned to different types
of entertainment. This group decided their
time could be better spent in cultural
growth, hence, the idea for a study club
emerged. Other ladies of Matador were
contacted, those whom they thought might
be interested in such an orgainzation.

The previously mentioned women,
with Mrs. Roy Burleson, Miss Ollie
Echols (Mrs. D.L.W. Birnie), Mrs. Bob
Echols, Mrs. M.P. Leaming,Mrs. J. Far-
ris Fish, Miss Amy Glen, Miss Marie
Luckett, Mrs. Bush Mayfield, Mrs. Le-
onora Luckett, and Mrs. MLJ. Reilly met
.Oct. 13, 1927 in the home of Mrs. J.K.
Crews with the intent of forming a study
club. They felt a need of some study and
exchange of ideas that would keep them
abreast of the times as well as to continue
with their educational asperations. Mrs.
Crews was elected president of the club
which was given the name of El Pro-

gresso.

In1928 anapplication to join the Texas
Federation of Women's Clubs was sentto
the state office - dues to be seven dollars.
Federated came in Sept. 1929. The first
out-of-town speaker was Mrs. Lon Smith
of Floydada who spoke on "Women",
this being Dec. 7, 1928.

The first donation given by the club
was five dollars to the P.T.A. An electric
clock was given the grade school and
song books purchased along with library
books for the school. Help was given to
the city park by planting seeds, bulbs and
trees. A city clean-up campaign involved
the club in 1930 and donations to the Red
Cross, gifts to needy children and much
work on hands and knees was put in on
the city park project.

In 1932 a cotton contest was spon-
sored by the club for the county and
during the summer of 1933 contributions
to maintain the loan library for children
were given. In October El Progresso
organized a Junior Club with Mrs. B.F.
Tunnell as sponsor and they (El Pro-
gresso) paid the Federation dues for them,
($5.00). In 1934 aMusic Club was organ-
ized under the club's sponsorship. Start-

ing a library had been one of the aims of -

the club for sometime and in 1935 this
was achieved. Each member contributed
at least one book for the new library
project. A fee of one dollar year per
family wasset,ateaheld on April 10,1935
was for.the opening of the library which
was located over the old First National
Bank building. To help the library fund
the club served the Junior-Senior ban-
quet for sixty cents per plate and forty
dollars was cleared. The library contin-
ued to be amajor club project and in 1930
it was moved to the grade school building
from the bank building. Eight hundred
books were moved to the school. (Shades
of the 1984 when the county library was
moved from the school to the American
Legion building, then after securing the
Cc ial grocery building moving
again into it. Many more volumes were
transported across the street that time
with many able bodies doing the work).

The years 1940-1945 were filled with
activities that concerned the problems of
our nation, WWII. Club members helped
in the Red Cross room, knitted mufflers
and made shirts, bought defense bonds
and donated to the Red Cross to by com-
fortkits that were issued to each man who
embarked for foreign service. The Club
also paid the Matador Tribune to help
send papers to boys in service.

With the end of the war and service-
men retumning to their homes the club
found other ways to help in the commu-
nity. They assisted in Boy and Girl Scout
programs, getting a library established in
the colored school by collecting one
hundred and fifty books and helping the
teachers in the Negro school arrange and

catalog same.
In 1948 Mrs. U.L. Wilie was endorsed
asacandidate for state of TFWC.

In August 1949 an emergency meeting
wascalled by Mrs. Farris Fish, club presi-

dent, for the disposition of the public
library. It was given to the Matador School
and in the fall of that year Miss
Keith wrote a history of said library.

Eternas Study Club was organized in
1951-1953 with El Progresso paying their
Federation dues as they had other clubs
previously.

One thing that has contributed to peace
and progress in El Progresso Club is the
fact that the presidents have tried to carry
on and build to the work of the previous
administration.

During thereign of Mrs. J.L. Woodruff,
1955-1957 she consulted the county judge
as to what the club could do to further the
development of the city-county park. His
answer was for the club to purchase all
the needed lots and deed them to the
county so the man and machinery could
be used there with the city furnishing
water. That, with much hard work, saved
an almost lost cause.

During the term of Mrs. W.F. Jacobs
the renowned Mrs. V.Y. Rejebian of
Dallas gave her famous lecture on the
"Bible." Though the treasury was emp-
tied for the price paid, her interpretation
and appreciation of the "Boos of Books"
enriched our lives.

During the term of Mrs. Forrest (Jerry)
Campbell the historical plague was placed
atthehome of Dr.andMrs. A.D. Traweek,
Sr.

It was during the term 1965-1967 in
whichMrs.L.B. (Lucretia) Campbell was
elected to serve Santa Rosa District as
president, then, during the term of
Mrs. Winifred Darsey in 1967-1969, Mrs.
U.L. Wilie served on the State Board asa
member of the TFWC Maintenance
Committee, Headquarters Bldg. in Austin,
Texas.

A variety of programs have come down
through the years and one that was en-
tirely TEXAS was during the years of
1971-1973 when Mrs. Furman Vinson
was serving as president. Such programs
as Indians of Texas, Texas Trails, Our
Court System Christmas in Texas, Ex-
panding Religion in Texas, etc. were
given.

1975-1977 were saddened by the loss
of our lastcharter members, Mary Willett
and Margaret Whitworth. Again, another
State President visited the local club,
Mrs. Hariette Whatley. It has been the
priviledge of the club to have nearly every
year, or at least every two years the state
president visit.

Through the years El Progresso Club
has been progressive in its help to the
community and county. They helped
sponsor girls going to the 4-H Congress
in Washington, D.C.; the Christmas pro-
gram was held for many years in the
lovely home of Mrs. J.L. Woodruff, then
after her move to Grapeland, Mrs. Bill
McCaghrentook overand these programs
are always when everyone is there to
celebrate the joyous holiday season with
friends, Christmas carols and delicious
food; Senior High School girls are al-
ways entertained in recognition of their
attaining the goals of seniority; causes
such as that raised by Madalin M. O'Hare
banning religous TV and radio programs
was presented by a petition which all
signed and returned to the proper authori-
ties.

Mrs. Frank (Laverna) Price, the only
woman to serve three consecutive years
as President did so in order for El Pro-
gresso to comply with state by-law
changes makingeachindividual clubelect
officers during the same year as the state
slate. During this tenure the club met to
present as Santa Rosa District President,
Mrs. Harold (Grace) Campbell, when the
state convention was held in Amarillo in
April 1980. El Progresso was one of four
clubs to host the district workshop during
October 1980 when a noon meal was
served as a money-making project.

In December 1981 ElProgresso joined
other organizations in Matador to pro-
vide "An OIld Fashioned Christmas".
Chicken Casserole was the main dish
with dessert extra. Pies were leftover and
sold giving the club over $350.00 to add
to their coffers. Projects for this later
period of the club were sending girls to
Girls State, gifts to Wichita Falls State
Hospital (later Vernon Center), contrib-
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uting to CARE, Girlstown, U.S.A. and
planning for Texas Sesquicentennial.

Ahighlight was during the 1985-1987
term when a city-wide style show was
held in the Senior Citizens building.
Fashions from two stores, Jewelry for
another, and clothes made at home were
modeled, refreshments were servedanda
huge success was declared by all. It was
during this time the Jail was given to the
club with much work going into refur-
bishing it for the celebration on May 26
when the Texas Sesquicentennial Wagon
Train "cameto town!" The jail was cleaned
up, painted up and a museum with arti-
facts from the early days displayed in
cases, on the walls, in the windows, etc. It
was a huge success withmembers dressed
in early-day garb acting as hostesses -
everyone was thrilled! The jail project
was entered into the General Federation
of Women'sClub C.IF. programbut failed
to win (Community Improvement Pro-
gram) but it was an incentive for the
members to work above and beyond the
call many times for much work was put
into making the jail a place we are proud
to show visitors.

On Valentines day a game party was
held with guests invited, games were
played an covered dish luncheon served
to a good group of members and guests,
this coming in the 1988 year when Mrs.
?ouglas (Lila) Meador was club presi-

ent.

One of El Progresso Club's most de-
voted and beloved honorary members,
Mrs. Ben (Vinie) Keltz passedaway leav-
ing a gap in our roster and hearts. The
year led by Mrs. Joe (Loys) Campbell
‘was filled with music which the club
always enjoys, a trip to the home of Mrs.
Robert (JoAnn) Dickson in Anson to see
her many lovely antiques, the always
‘enjoyed annual Gentlemen-Guest eve-
ning, this year with former countian
Joanne Darsey Stevens, was told of the
Santos by Twentieth Century Santeras.
During this 1989-90 term the club en-
tered the Constitution celebration by
having a great program from the gazebo
on the courthouse lawn with color-guard,
flag raising, speech by the County Judge
and releasing of red, white and blue bal-
loons and ringing church bells as well as
any others that would ring all at a speci-
fied time.

Mrs. Joe Campbell has again assumed
the presidency for 1990-1992. These
coming years also promise programs to
inform and educate, projects to assist the
community and county, especially for the
Centennial celebration of Motley County
onMay 25, 1991, field trips to inform and
-educate as well.

Past "presidents of the club and the
years they served are as follows: Mrs.
J.K. Crews*, 1927-28; Mrs. M.P. Leam-
ing", 1928-30; Mrs. E.C. Stearns”, 1930-
31; Mrs.J.R. Whitworth*, 1931-33; Mrs.
J.Farris Fish*,1933-35; Mrs. U.L. Wilie*,
1935-37; Mrs. MJ. Reilly*, 1937-39;
Mrs. Leonora Luckett*, 1939-41; Mrs.
UL. Wilie*, 1941-45; Mrs. AJ. Daf-
fern*, 1945-49; Mrs. Frank Pohl, 1949-
51; Mrs. G.E. Hamilton*, 1951-53; Mrs.
Vivian Campbell, 1953-55; Mrs. J.L.
Woodruff, 1955-57; Mrs. W.F. Jacobs*,
1957-59; Mrs. D.E. Pitts, 1959-61; Mrs.
W.N. Pipkin, 1961-63; Mrs. Forrest
Campbell*, 1963-65; Miss Sue Glenn*,
1965-67; Mrs. Robert Darsey, 1967-69;
Mrs. L.B. Campbell, 1969-71; Mrs. Fur-
man Vinson, 1971-73; Mrs. R.E.
Campbell Jr., 1973-75; Mrs. Harold H.
Campbell, 1975-77; Mrs. Franklin Price,
1977-80; Mrs. Furman Vinson, 1980-82;
Mrs. John Hamilton, 1982-84; Mrs.
Robert Dickson, 1984-86; Mrs. Douglas
Meador, 1986-88; and Mrs. Joe Campbell,
1988-1992.
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CJ. and James Cornett. Picture made next to Motley County -

Jail in about 1913,

(Photo courtesy of L. Cornett)

Cornett kids: (I-r) CJ. Cornett, L. Cornett nndJames (Fat)
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Cornett, pictured on east side of Motley County Jail in 1914.

These children lived at the jail with their parents, Mr. and

Mrs. Joe Cornett. Mr. Cornett was the jailer for several years.

(Photo courtesy of L. Cornett)

Pat Cornett Family: Man pictured third from left (top) is Pat Cornett and his family. They came to Motley County in

1890. He built the jail and the first courthouse in Motley County.

(Picture courtesy of L. Cornett)

100 years of history
1891-1991
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AL ST &R & YD S v ago eeco~y) dor. Depression days followed and he nois and died May 1, 1964 in Matador.
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Came To Texas From Missouri

‘When A.A. Tipton came to Motley
county from Caruthersville, Missouri in
the spring of 1927, it was at the invitation
and insistence of his sister-in-law, "...to
getaway from thecyclonecountry." Also,
"You can always get a job on the rail-
road,” she wrote.

"She" was Mrs. J.A. Tipton of North-
field, whose husband was A A. Tipton's
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The Tipton Station in Northfield, Texas.

brother, and the two wives were sisters.
The men were born in Tennessee, and
during their adult lives had worked for
railway companies in Arkansas and
Missouri. A.A. Tipton also was a carpen-
ter.

After obtaining ajob with the Quanah,
Acme & Pacific Railway, Mr. Tipton
sent for his wife and children, who made

the trip to Texas in the fall of 1927.
However, Mrs. Tipton brought only her
two younger children, Burrell, 9, and
Mary Ola, 5. The two older daughters,
Lilaand Opal remained in Caruthersville
so that Opal could graduate from high
school the following year. Lila had gradu-
ated and was working as bookkeeper for
a hardware firm. They joined the family

Jim and Katie Crowell Tipton

inNorthfield in June, 1928. That fall they engaged in several occupations, one of
came to Matador, Lila to work at the First which was with the county as jailer. At
National Bank, and Opal at Willettt's Dry the time of his death in October, 1954 and

Goods.

for several years prior, he had a small

Mr. Tipton's work with the Q.A.& P. furniture repair shop next door to the

bakery. Both buildings, as well as the

was temporary, and he and the family theatre, have been razed.

moved to Flomot, where they lived until

Mr. Tipton was born in Seveir County,
Tenn. Mrs. Tipton, the former Aletha

late in 1929 when they moved to Mata- Crowell, was born in Murphysboro, I1li-

Bl




.Daughers of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Hamilton: (I-r) Catherine, Ola, Ella, Elizabeth and

' Margaret - sisters of G.E. Hamilton.

by Mary Hamilton Meason

As the time nears for the Centennial
Celebration of Motley County, 1 have
been thinking of the many changes that
“have taken place during my almost eighty

years of life in Motley County. All those
“ years I have spent in Matador with the
‘exception of the one year that I lived in
- Childress and the years thatIwasaway in
-school.

Those eighty years have been very
“happy ones, but also they have been
“sprinkled with sadness, heartbreak and
“disappointments. Butas the saying goes,
‘"Into each life some rain must fall."

As I think about the improvements in
living conditions, the first things that
comes to mind is the bathtub instead of
the washtub, the flush toilet instead of the

“old outhouse, electric lights in place of
kerosene lamps, whose chimneys always
needed cleaning, and electricity or gas
for cooking and hot and cold running
‘water inside the house. The old wood
range we had first really cooked good
and the oven was great for warming our
feet. That oven was also a great place for

drying out baby chickens that had been

caught in the rain storm and nearly
drowned. They were wrapped in a big
warm cloth and kept in the warm oven
until they were dry and fluffy, then they
were returned to the mother hen.

Those wonderful woodranges also
had adrawback! Ithad a warmingcloset,
and when we children left food on our
plates they were put in that warming
closet and we had to eat that left over,
warmed over food the next meal. An-
other thing I disliked about that warming
closet was that when it was my older
brother's time to wash dishes if anything
had syrup or gravy in it, he always put
those things to "soak” and put them in
that warming closet! After his time to
wash dishes it was my time to clean up
the kitchen and there was always some-
thing soaking in that warming closet!

I have faint recollection of riding ina
buggy and we always went plum hunting
in a wagon that was full of wash tubs,
children, cousins and aunts.

Then our first car! A Dodge touring
car which my father said he would never
drive faster than 19 miles and hour!

A train ride was the next thing to
paradise! A train ride from Roaring
Springs to Quanah was a great event in
my life. I can still remember how that
coach smelled, the smell of the smoke
from the locomotive and a special mem-
ory of the cinders that blew in the open
window and into my eyes! An how that
did hurt!!

TV Crew Visits Matador

Feature reporter Karla Leslie and
her camera man visited with
Lucretia Estes Campbell, Wilda and
Spencer Dixon, Marisue Potts, and
Billy Wayne Denison at the Jail,
Johnny Stevens and Bundy
Campbell at the Matador Ranch
Headquarters, and took shots of the
downtown windows, streets, and
the interior of the bank where the
centennial quilt hangs.

A two minute segment, carved

Longer trips were even more fun when
it was long enough to have a pullman and
eat in the dining car. As a child it was
great fun to sleep in an upper berth, but
not nearly so much fun as an adult!

We were so fortunate during the first
‘World War we never had to use lard for
butter, asmany people had todo. We had
our own milk cows, chickens and hogs.
With the first real cold day it was hog
killing time. What a day!! The lard was
rendered in a big iron wash pot, strained
and poured into lard cans, and the crack-
lings were saved to usein cornbread. The
hams and bacon were "put down" in salt
box, and the other meat was ground,
seasoned with salt, pepper and sage, made
into patties or cakes, packed into big

more countries are now allowing their
people to follow their religious beliefs.

How customs have changed! Itseemed
to me, as a child, that funerals always
took place in the very hottest weather!
The church bell was tolled and that was
always the saddest depressing sound. If
the departed one was a member of any of
a lodge, the lodge members would walk
all the way from the church to the ceme-
tery behind the horse-drawn hearse. That
was the same hearse that mysteriously
appeared on the old school house steps
one Halloween!

People were so caring and concerned
about any family who had a seroius ill-
ness in the family. We had one doctor
and no hospitals at that time. The nearest
surgeon was in Fort Worth and I remem-
ber well when that surgeon would come
here from Fort Worth to operate on people.

‘The surgery was donein the homes. There

was no gauze bandages, but old clean
sheets were torn into strips to be used as
bandages and those strips of sheets were

crocks, then hot grease was poured over 'tiedupinabundleand placed in the oven

the sausage, the crocks were covered and
put in the b and we had
until next hog killing time.

My poor mother. She had hay fever
worse than anyone I have ever known,
and the sage and pepper in the sausage
made big problems for her. We three
children were quiet spoken, wellbehaved
and walked lightly on hog killing day!
Mom gotalittle short tempered as the day
wore on. Not only was the hay fever a
problem, but before the day was over all
the door knobs in the kitchen were greasy
and the kitchen linoleum was slick with
hog fat.

Now we buy sausage packaged from
the gracery store, and instead of render-
ing lard we get it in a bottle or bucket.
Now instead of spending three, four or
more days travelling by acar or train, we
fly the same distance in just a few hours!
Now the next thing will be space travel.

Notallhas been progress; our country
has regressed in so many ways. The
morals of our country are shame and
disgrace, and marriage is seldom consid-
ered therightthing to do. We use tonever
lock our houses or take the keys from the
car, Christmas decorations outside were

never stolen nor destroyed. The churches-

were full every Sunday and neverlocked..
Now small town churches are struggling
to stay alive and some are having to
disband.

The cemeteries are being desecrated
everywhere, and even churches are being
vandalized and politics, politicians and
government officials are dishonest, alco-
holics, dope users, homosexuals, and

power crazy. Pleasure seems to be the |

most important thing in people's list of
priorities.

But maybe things will change for the
better. More Bibles were printed and

from over two hours worth of tape,
aired onotMay 21" at 10 p.m. and
May22at noon on Channel 11.
The co-anchor newswoman met
many people she recognized from
the times she visited her grand-
mother Mrs. Velma Fulfer, county
treasurer from 1949 until 1968.
"Motley County feels more like
home than home," Karla related.
She will be the feature speaker
during the centennial program.

Centennial
Celebration

continued from page 1

west of the post office, employing
a variety of costumes depicting
several eras.

Pony rides for the kids will
probably be located north of the
courthouse square.

Come join the fun, but don't
forget to bring your lawn chairs and
umbrellas!

On Sunday, at the First Baptist
Church in Matador, an old
fashioned singing convention, com-

posed of many denominations will
begin at 2 p.m. Everyone is

- invited to participate, either by

singing or just enjoying the great
music.
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Has hope;

For He is our strength, our joy'
He is our peace, our contentment.
He is our faith; our love;

He is our faith; our love;

He is all things to those

Whose God is God.

I'm so glad I know Him!

of the wood range to be sterilized. I
remember all this so well because my
father and my uncle both received
surgery by that doctor in our home.

The kindness and caring of Motley
County people is still very much in
evidence. If there is a death or illness in
a family there is an immediate show of
kindness and caring by the visits, food,
cards and calls from people you may not
see but two or three times a year. People
are always there to show their love and
concern.

There were so many good times when
Iwasayoung girl in Motley County. The
young people today would probably take
amighty dim view of what we considered
a good time. . We always had Valentine
parties, Halloween parties- and just par-
ties-with some adult nearby as a chaper-
one.

Swimming was always a favorite past
time of mine. For years there was no
swimming pool, clear, clean and COLD,
but any tank or hole that had enough
water in it to swim was great. Willow
Creck had a wonderful deep hole with a
clean sandy bottom. That is where I

Motley County Memories

G.E. Hamilton, first lawyer in Motley
County.

- (Photo courtesy of Mary Meason)
distributed last year than ever before, and *

leamed to swim. Then there was Cribbs
tank. It was deep enough to swim in
and the mud was knee deep, but we
swam there, anyhow.

Horseback riding was great fun too.
‘Wehad one good old horse that my brother
and I rode all the time, but finally one of
my father's clients gave John a paint
horse. Ididn't like that horse because he
was so unpredictable. I never knew
when he would run, buck, or be nice. He
threw my brother one time and broke
John's leg. After that I never rode that
horse again!

Singingconventions at Whiteflat were
alotof fun, too. The young people didn't
do much singing, but the boys and girls
had a very good time fraternizing outside
the church.

Tennis, baseball, hunting rabbits at
nightand quail by day was a great thing to
do, and the boys were very lucky if they
could use the family car for a Saturday
night date! :

Do you remember the fiftieth Motley
County Celebration called Shannon
Davidson Day? This celebration was to
honor a great feat accomplished by Shan-
non Davidson who rode horseback from *
Nacona, Texas over the Pony Express
route to California. That was a big cele-
bration.

Then we celebrated the seventy-fifth
anniversary with a spectacular produc-
tion depicting events of the county
throughout the first seventy five years of
Motley County. True to West Texas
weather, the second night of that unfor-
gettable program was cut short by a wind
and rain storm.

Its funny what young children are
impressed by in the everday world. My
earliest recollection of Matador is the
wagon yard, of all things! Also the
blacksmith shops for some reason were
very fascinating. But the ladies Milinery
shop! I've never seen such gorgeous hats,
then there were the County Fairs! A
queen was elected and rode in the parade
in a touring car with the top down.

Those were what our children now
call "The Good Old Days!"

Rattlesnake Bill

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Slover

by Diana Garza

NOTE: Research for thisarticle, by Texas
Tech journalism student, Diana Garza,
was made possible by a grant from the
Reader's Digest Foundation.

Itall beganin 1938 when arattlesnake
bit Bill Slover's new heifer on the hoof.
Slover said, "I decided to get all I could
after that." Since that time, "Rattlesnake
Bill" has caught over 5000 rattlesnakes.

Slover, a farmer who came to this area
from Canyon with family in a covered
wagon in 1913, said he farmed all the
time and hunted rattlesnakes for fun.

Winner of the World Championship
Rattlesnake Roundup in Okeene, Okla.,
in 1954, 1955 and 1957, Slover can be
considered one of the best rattlesnake
hunters in the world.

"People have come from all over the
country to have me take them hunting,"
Slover said.

Once Slover took a county agent from
Amarillp hunting and caught 12 snakes.
The agent later cooked the snakes for a
group of demonstrators, who did not

realize what they were eating.

"When he told them, they all started to
get sick," Slover said, laughing.

Despite all of his hunts and encoun-
ters with snakes, Slover has only been
bitten a couple of times. "They don't bite
me because they're afraid I'll kill them,”"
Slover said. ‘

The largest snake Slover has ever
caught weighed 16 pounds and measured
16 feet 4 inches in length.

Slover said one of the easiest ways to
catch snakes is to go out at night with a
large can. Snakes will crawl rightinto the
can because it is cold and dark.

Slover said thatone cannot always tell
the age of the snake by the number of
rattles because when the rattles get wet,
they fall off.

Slover once had an encounter with a
rattlesnake with no rattles. Slover did not
see the snake under a bush and would
have stepped on the snake if a local
preacher who was with Slover had not
wamed him the snake was there.

Slover's wife, Ethel, when asked how
she dealt with Slover's hunting, said, "I
take it all with a grain of salt."
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Marian Burt (Central)

Roaring Springs First Telephone Operator

Marian Burt

by Diané Garza

NOTE: Research for thisarticle, by Texas
Tech journalism student, Diana Garza,
was made possible by a grant from the
Reader's Digest Foundation.

People in Roaring Springs called
Marian Burt, "Central,” when she was a
telephone operator during the 30s be-
cause she always knew what was going
on in town.

Burt, the first telephone operator in
Roaring Springs, worked for the phone
company and had aroom down the street
that she rented for $5 a month, until
cutbacks left her the only operator still
employed.

Because she was the only operator,
Burt moved into the telephone office. For
the next eight years, until quitting in
October 1940, she worked almost 24 hours
a day. Her bed was next to the switch-
board so she could answer it day or night.

"Fifty dollars a month was the most I
was ever paid," Burt said. "But that was
quite a bit of money in those days." Burt
married in 1935, and her husband, B.F.,
raised hogs in town. They both continued
tolive in the telephone office, and the bed
was still kept next to the switchboard.

Burt was given one week of vacation
each year, and her sister-in-law, Ruby
Burt, answered the switchboard. Marian

Burt usually paid Ruby $1 per night for
her help. The cost of phone service at that
time was 75 cents a month for the rural
areas, $1.50 in town, and $2.25 for busi-
nesses. It cost 10 cents to make a call
from Roaring Springs to Matador.

"I had to keep tickets of each call
and how long each person talked," Burt :
said. The tickets were turned into the
main office so that customers could be
charged for their calls.

Thetickets included the date, the caller,
the city called, and the time. Long dis-
tance callers were allowed three minutes,
and then charged a set amount for each
minute thereafter.

Burt said she occasionally had a cus-
tomer argue with her about calls he was
charged for, but she said she was able to
straighten things out.

Burt said there were about 35-45 sub-
scribersat thattime. Many of the calls she
placed were to Quanah because cotton
was sold over the phone.

During her time as operator, Burt also
answered for a doctor whose office was

_across the street.

Burt said the hardest thing about her
job was delivering death messages to
family members in the community.

"That was always the hardest thing
because I knew all of these people,” Burt
said. "But after a while, you leamn to be
strong."

Gabriel Shopping Center

\_

Dorothy s Anniversary Sale
Come In Now For Lots Of Good Buys

Save up to 50%
Dorothy's Ladies Apparel

Plainview ‘

J

Taylors Pizza Box
Will Be Open At 7:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 25th
Centennial
Celebration Day

Lunch Special

Rib Eye Steak

Baked Potato
Salad

WE WILL BE OPEN

AFTER THE
CENTENNIAL DANCE!

WE SPECIALIZE IN TRACTOR AND TRUCK FLATS
WE SELL TIRES
24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE
Fast Efficient Service
PROPANE, GASOLINE, DIESEL AND OIL
7:30 A.M. - 6:30 P.M., MONDAY - SATURDAY
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

Phillips 66 Station

COOPER OIL

Matador, Texas

Day, 347-2346 or Night 347-2411
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Lem Guthrie

Mr. and Mrs. Lem Guthrie
(Photo courtesy of Pete Dirickson)

by Mrs. L.H. Dirickson

Mr. and Mrs, Lem Guthrie, with their
six children, moved to Motley County
from Seymore, Texas in Baylor County
in February, 1912. Naturally jobs for a
newcomer were not plentitui so Pop and
a friend, Eamest Fisher (also a resident)
putin a freight line from Childress, using
wagonsanda team of horses. Later he ran
aparttime Variety Storeinthe old Kansler
building, where he also pumped gaso-
line from a pump and for customers who
wanted Ethyl gas (as it was called) would
be put in from a container by hand into the
gasoline being pumped. Later my sister,
Lillye, ran the "express office,” in that
same building. Next venture for Pop was

the Pierce Fordyce Oil Co., where he
delivered gasoline (I presume kerosene)
in ten gallon cans to customers by a truck
with a bed. He built the first "Filling
Station" in town (also the building later)!
where the. American Legion is. In this
building he had various auto’agencies. At
one time he sold the Dodge car and lastly
he sold Chevrolets, where big brother,
Lee, became his partner. In 1930 the
Guthries sold the agency and moved to

Matador Chapter #66 Order of the Eastern Star

The Eastern Star Home in Arlington
was completed and dedicated during the
1923-24 term. In 1930-31 it was decided
toadd twonew wings to the Home to cost
$75,000 - $85,000. Any Eastern Star
member can go there to live.

Matador Chapter #66 was organized
on October 5, 1890 with Mrs. Lizzie
Campbell the first Worth Matron and
T.N. Edmonson the first Worth Patron.
This Chapter has been active since it first
began when it helped the fledging Ma-
sonic Lodge with serving meals and fur-
nishing various things for the lodge hall.
It is noted in the minutes of Matador
lodge $824 they furnished the Eastern
Star Chapter with a piano for their meet-
ings. They continue to aid one another
whenever they can, making the relation-
ship one of great worth.

This order is a very popular organiza-
tion, one which Rob Morris devoted many
years of labor and dedication. There are
five degrees which sons and their moth-
ers, wives, sisters and daughters are eli-
gible to join. The Order is closely akin to
the various branches of the Masonic
brotherhood.

In 1874 it was proposed to form a
Supreme Grand Chapter of those already
formed, to be held in Indianapolis, where
a Constitution was formed, a committee
appointed to revise the ritual and a Gen-
eral Grand Chapter duly organized. Texas
formed it's Grand Chapter on May 5,

1884. Chapters of the Eastern Starare to

be found around the world. Texas has

‘Wheeler, Texas and started in show busi- [

ness and that's where all the Rogue The-
atres came into being and lasted for 30
years. Mr. and Mrs. L.H. Dirickson be-
came owners of the Rogue Theatre here
for more than 30 years, adding the Drive-
In to the business.

A.D. and Victoria

Beauchamp

Victoria and A.D. Beaucham,

A.D. and Victoria Beauchamp moved
to Motley County in 1897 from Jack

County. They filed on a section of land
near Teepee Creek. Were pioneer mem-

p
(Photo courtesy of Mrs. B.W. Koon)

bers of the Methodist Church in Matador.

Children of the couple were Vernie,
nellic Lawrence Haney and Price. Seth
Beauchamp and Lucille McNabb sur-
Vive.

Walter Hughes Family, 1922: Mr. and Mrs.
Hughes; standing in front, Clarice
Crabtree; right, Mamie Yeates, Hazel
Cummings, Opal Mayfield, Mary R.
McGehel (a niece), Homer Pete; standing,
Raymond Hughes, a brother of Mr.

Hugehs; seated behind Fred Wolf,anephew: -

of Mr. Hughes, seated at left, Vance. Photo
taken by falls at Roaring Springs.
(Photo courtesy of Mamie Hughes Yeates)

Lena Beason. Photo taken in 1890.

Andrew Johnson Hudson
Patriarch of Flomot

Andrew Johnson Hudson
(Photo courtesy of Furman Vinson)

DREAMS IN BOYHOOD
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The boy who hasnever lain barefooted and with his face to the sky onaload

of freshly cut corn or cane, has been denied a glorious adventure. Dream ships of -

youth flaunt white sails easily on the blue inverted sea and the song that swells in
the young heart will continue to vibrate against the metallic walls of reality.

Trail Dust — Doug Meador

Andrew Johnson Hudson was born in
Tennessee, February 6, 1855. He was
named for the former Governor of Ten-
nessee and later President, Andrew
Johnson. He was a cowman and trail
driver, knowing each head of cattle indi-
vidually. He married Mary Malinda
Ashbrook, July 7, 1876 in Glen Rose,
Texas with their first child, Mary Elma,
being born in Bosque County, Texas, the
next girl, Effie Dell, born in Coleman
County, the next three being born in
Tarrant County Texas: Maud Andrew,
Mattie Mae and Susie H.

Itis noted on a land document he was
in Oklahoma in 1900, owned land in
Dickens county (that is where Oscar
Vinson and Maud A. Hudson met and
married in 1904) and moved to Flomot
just before Christmas, 1906.

.He bought a section of land north and
eastof Flomot with the Methodist Church
and Cemetery on the northwest corner of
this section. Oscar Vinson took the east
160 acres. There was no house on the
section so they lived in a dugout until a
house could be built the follwoing year.
The Flomot school was on Hudson land.

A.J. Judson was appointed Justice of
the Peace in Flomot. Justice Precinct to
serve as such officer until the General
Election to be held in November, 1914.
Apparently heran for election and won
for Furman Vinson can recall him serv-
ing many years in that position.

Mr. Hudson became owner of the
Flomot Mercantile and kept that business
until his death, July 18, 1939.

) (@) O,

been very fortunate to have served as
Most Worth Grand Matron of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, Mrs. Mildred Haney
Harris from 1961-1964, Mrs. Laura B,
Hart who served from 1901-1904 and
two men who served as Most Worthy
Grand Patron were Dr. Alfred C.
McDaniel in 1919-1922 and Mrs. Frank
W. Lynn from 1937-1940.

Texas Grand Chapter is divided into
five districts with ten sections in each

district. A District Deputy Grand Matron
isresponsible for her district witha Deputy
in each section, both of these women
carry on the directives of the Worth Grand
Matron. Matador Chapter has been very
_fortunate to have served as Deputy of
District two, Section five Mrs. Grace
Campbell, Mrs. Etoile Stanley, Mrs.
Wilma Hobbs, Mrs. Vivian Jacobs and
Mrs. Lee Peacock.

The current Worthy Matron is Ms.
Opal Pipkin and the Worthy Patron is

Harold Campbell, grandson of the first
Worthy Matron. He has served that posi-
tion many time assuring the Chapter 1t
will have the needed Mason in atten-
dance when it required. Mr. Camobell is
very proficient in the ceremony of initia-
tion and is called upon to assist other
Chapters when called upon to do so.
'With severalinitiations during the past

several months the chapter is looking
forward to more years of continued
meetings and work.

Reh

s of the Matad

Lodge, about 1915 or 1916

(Photo courtesy of Charles Keith)
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VEXATION STRENGTHENS
Someone has said that pain is the stern guardian that protects our lives
from destruction, which is the same capacity or occupied by perplexing anxiety in
its relationship with the soul. A controlled portion of vexation washes away the
seeds of evil and strengthens the soil for more wholesome growth.

Trail Dust — Doug Meador

___Join the 100 Year
Celebration of Motley Co.
on Saturday, May 25th.

There'll be lots of fun
for everyone!

An Equal
Opportunity
Employer

'WEST TEXAS UTILITIES COMPANY

L YTU

A Member of The Central and South West System

Remember, Reddy supplies the energy,
but only you can use it wisely.




by Beverly Vinson
Throughout Texas history Masonic
lodges exercised a degree of social con-
trol which strengthened the rule of law
and order of the fledling state. In sparsley
settled areas such as Motley County in
1898 citizens were at a loss for organiza-
tions, social functions and ways to im-
prove their way of living. After long days
"cowboying" or whatever their job may
be with time on their hands in all proba-
bility mention of furthering their Ma-
sonic studies and degrees was probably a
topic of concern. There were those who
were members of this fraternity who
undoubtedly wanted to continue to be-
long and work in a lodge but the nearest
was at Floyd City in Floyd County ap-
proximately 35 miles distant and rid-
ing horseback that far was certainly
something to be reckoned with, however,
on October 4, 1898 three men traveled
those thirty-five milestoFloyd City Lodge
to petition for a dispensation to the Grand
Lodge of Texas A.F.&AM. The day
before these men traveled to Floyd City,
Bro. R.C. Andrews, then District Deputy
Grand Master of the 62nd Masonic Dis-
trict, had visited Matador and the build-
ing the men had purchased for said lodge
reporting: "I hereby certify that I have
examined the Hall in which the within
petitioners propose to meet for Masonic
purposes, and that it is entirely safe and
suitable for Masonic purposes, the build-
ing being 30x53 ft. and owned entirely by
these Brethren and well finished up, the
lower story is now rented for school pur-

poses.

There being no Masonic Lodge in
Motley County, the Countyisrapidly fill-
ing up and there is an abundance (of)
good material out of which to make
Masons and I am convinced that the best
interests of Freemasonry would be sub-
scribed by granting the prayers of peti-
tioners."

The petition was granted and signed
by J.S. Thomas, T.N. Cammack, F.E.
McGaughey, J.C. Lisenby, W.L. Brown-
ing, W.B. Gilpin, JJ. Russell, T.N.
Edmonson, J.L. Burleson and J.N. Wil-
liams. Money was raised by the local
brethren for the lodge building with the
lower rooms the school.

The first slate of officers elected in
Matador Lodge #824 were W.L. Brown-
ing, W.M.; J.L. Burleson, S.W.; Jack
Luckett, J.W.; T.N. Cammack, Treas.;
John McBain, Sec.; W.B. Gilpin, Tiler.
Asearly as 1899 it isnoted the Scots were
visiting and attending lodge in Matador
for Bro. T.G. Duncan, member of The
Bruce #592, Scotland was in attendance.
Itisalsoa noted fact that John McBain of
St. Furgus #466 of Scotland was regis-
tered in Matador Lodge #824 U.D. held
Oct. 22, 1898, the first meeting of the
lodge.

The petition for Dispensation was
presented to the Grand Lodge of Texas
and Matador Lodge was granted same to
meet as Matador#824 U.D. until the next
session of Grand Lodge:Now they could
meet in the building they had purchased
on thesouth side of the courthouse square
in the proximity of the building formerly
used as the Post Office next to the City
Hall. This was a wooden building, two
stories tall, with the bottom portion used
as a school. This building used as the
Matador Lodge was purchased from Mrs.
M.H. Dickson by donations from lodge -
members who gave as much as $2.50 to
$25.00, some by note and others when
they could.

The first minutes from Matador Lodge
#824 U.D.; Lodge met in Matador Mot-
ley County, Texas on Saturday, the 22nd
of October A.D., 1898 A.L. 5898 under a
dispensation granted by R.W. Deputy
Grand Master Sam R. Hamilton, on the
6th day of October, A.D. 1898 to the
following named brethren, to with J.S.
Thomas, T.N. Cammack, F.E.
McGaugrey, J.C. Lisenby, W.L. Brown-
ing, W.B. Gilpen, and T.N. Edmonson.
Visiting Brethren: Bro. R.C. Andrews,
D.D.G.M. 62nd Masonic District; J.R.
Burrus, Floyd City Lodge #712; H.H.
Campbell, Ennis lodge #369; E.A. Foster
late of Stonewall Lodge #704; W.F.
Kelley late of Fisher Lodge #703; HR.

Motley County girls playing on a sunny
afternoon, (top I-r) Rosemary Bloodworth,
Arnette McWilliams, Jolene Bloodworth;
(sitting) Peggy Jean Spray, Juanita McAl-
lister, Ernestine McWilliams, (foreground)
Dorothy Jean Casey.

(Photo courtesyofJolene B. Higginbotham)

Black, Chrystial Falls Lodge #614; R.Y.
Black, Chrystial Falls Lodge #614; John
McBain, late Sta. Furgus Lodge #466,
Scotland; A.B. Newman, late Ft.
Richardson Lodge #320.

As can be determined by the some-
times barely legible penmanship of the
secretaries, the first Masonic burial to be
held by Matador Lodge #824 was April
14, 1900 for Brother Cox.

The lodge continued to prosper and
grow with degree work being held at
nearly every meeting which was held on
the Saturday on or before each full moon
at 7:00 p.m.

Bro. T.N. Cammack was elected to
Life Membership and exempt from the
dues at the July 22nd, 1899 meeting, the
first one to have that honor bestowed
upon him. Bro. Cammack was appointed
a delegate to attend the opening of the
Masonic Home for orphans and widows
in Ft. Worth on June 17, 1900.

The secretary was allowed dues for
the twelve months ending 24 June, 1903
for services to the Lodge, a custom that
prevails to this day. It was also moved
that the ministers belonging to the Lodge
beremitted their dues and made honorary
members of the Lodge, another practice
continued.

January 10, 1910 Carroll Thompson
received the Fellowcraft degree. (In the
following year this man became the first

president of the Motley County School
Board having been the representative from
Dist. #1, the White Star District. In later
years Mr. Thompson was a noted educa-
torin Lubbock with a public school named
forhim.) OnFebuary 10, 1910 he became
a Master mason.

In April 1904 itisnoted Dickens asked
help in forming a new lodge in that
community, then, in late 1921, Roaring
Springs was granted a charter.

March 21, 1921 a Delco system was
purchased, then, on July 4, 1925 the city
lights were connected and the Delco sold.

It is common knowledge Matador
Lodge burned. There is no record stating
sucha fact but the secretary's book has an
entry for November 28, 1925 with the
next entry February 27, 1926, also, the
date on the cornerstone is for the latter
date. At the July 31 meeting it was voted
to have a barbecue and entertainment
in honor of opening the new Temple.

April 24, 1926 F.M. Eiring was ap-
pointed by the W.M. to meet with other
organizations of the town to organize a
"Simetary" association

Matador Masonic Lodge #824 has been
noted for helping their own when in time

of trouble, assisting reliefs occuring after
disasters of nature; they have sent deserv-
ing and able to the Home for Aged Ma-
sons in Arlington; children were placed
in the Widows and Orphan's Home when

Matador Lodge #3824

1t became necessary relieving the family
from added care when they probably could
not afford to keep them at home. Dona-
tions from Matador Lodge have contin-
ued to flow to the Home for Aged and
Home and School. During WWI and Il
dues from servicemen were exempt until
their return.

Men who have served as District
Deputy Grand Master are; R.F. Thornton,
1933-34; E.F. Springer, 1939-1940;
George Springer, 1940-1941; Harold
Campbell, 1949-1950; R. Furman Vin-
son, 1951-1952; D.E. Pitts, 1955-1956;
Elbert Reeves, 1958-1959; Glen Broth-
erton, 1962-1963; Algie Groves, 1963-
1964; SamRoss, 1967-1968; Jimmy Ross,
1974-1975; Roger Vinson, 1981-1982;
and Billie Farley, 1984-1985.

Matador Lodge has also been privi-
leged to have a Grand Master serve the
Grand Lodge of Texas. R. Furman Vin-
son served this statewide body in 1978.

Although Matador Lodge has lost
members over the past years it continues
to function as a charitable organization
by contributing to Masonic organizations
and this year will offer a graduating sen-
ior a scholarship. When they can they
assist getting children into the Scottish
Rite Hospital for Children, the Home for
Aged and Shrine Crippled Children or
Burns Hospital.

Early day Barber Shop in Roaring‘Springs. Boy on right, shining~shoes, is Casey Jones. This was
his first job. Other men are unknown. (Photo courtesy of M . Harold Casey Jones)

®
.

Family of Glen . David and Viola Mae (Bailey) Bird. (I-r) Glen, Mae, G.T., Daisy Mae
(Sue) and Samuel Charles (Mann), picture made at Old Settlers, Roaring Springs,
Texas in the early 40's. G.T. and Sue had just won Most Typical Cowboy and Cowgirl

ribbons in the parade.

opened a grocery and dry goods store.

GROCERIES = Hg

FIRST FLOMOT STORE: Established in 1907 by E.C. Hewitt. Man standing by the
*barrell at right is Leonard Crowell, who became the second merchant in 1911, when he

(Photo courtesy of Lila Meador)
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L.W. Crowell Was
Early Flomot Merchant

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Crowell of Flomot, 1911.
(Photo courtesy of Lila Meador)

by Lila Meador

WhenLeonard Crowell came to Texas
in 1904, his first job was on the LF. Fish
Ranch in the Quitaque Peaks vicinity,
before Flomot was ever considered a
community. The first store there was
established by E.C. Hewitt, in 1907, and
Mr. Crowell became the second mer-
chantin 1911, when he opened a grocery
and dry goods store.

Mr. Crowell was bornat Murphysboro,
Illinois, and moved with his family to
Arkansas, where they established resi-
dence at Paragould. He had reached
manhood before leaving home to wrest
his fortune from the west. He has re-
mained in the Flomot community since
first going there, and has witnessed its

_gradual growth with a great amount of

interest. The first gin was builtin 1907 by
a Mr. McCollum of Lockney, he recalls.

Families living in that vicinity at that
time included those of B.F. Turner, E.C.
.Hewitt, Welch, B.F. Folly, F.B. Hawk-
‘ins, W.A. Martin, W.J. Whitworth and
'D.H. Cooper.

In 1910 Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Watson
moved to Flomot, and the following year

their daughter, Mary Elizabeth (Lizzie)
and Mr. Crowell were united inmarriage.
To this union were born three children,
Odis, Leonard Jr., and Bonnie Ruth. Two
daughters by a previous marriage to Miss
Lillie Cooperalsoresideat Flomot, being
Mrs. A.W. Jones and Mrs. Reese Kell.
(The Matador Tribune, Thursday, Au-
gust 31, 1939)

Mr. Crowell died December 11,1951,
and in the fall of 1959, his widow mar-
ried M.J. Pyron, who died in 1961. Mrs.
Pyron died December 25, 1973.

Odis Crowell and his wite, the tormer
WilmaRichardson livein Amarillo. They
hve four sons, Max, Steve, Jimmy and
Kent. Leonard Junior married Ruby Pink-
erton (both are deceased). Their daugh-
ter, Glynda, died in 1966 from injuries
received in a car accident. They also had
two sons, Lynn and Joe Bob. Bonnie
Ruth lives in Hereford, where she and her
husband, W.L. Nall lived at the time of
his death several years ago. Their son,
Don, lives in Hereford, and their daugh-
ter, Mary Beth and her family, husband,
Joe and children, Ericand Mandy, live in
Matador. !
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Motley County Centennial

Happy 100th Birthday!!
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Ron Lanford
Motley County Serviceman

MISSION CABLE
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Motley County Centennial
' 1891 - 1991

Motley County Tribune
Celebrating 100 Years

Motley County Tribune Staff

The first newspaper printed in Motley County
December 9, 1891 — Editor, Clarence Nugent

Douglas Meador, Editor & Publisher
Successfully published the Matador Tribune
for 42 years, 1932 - 1974

We strive to continue the great Motley County history
in publishing the Motley County Tribune

Congratulations Motley County

On Your 100th Birthday! A, .~
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Lila and Doug Meador

Lila and Doug Meador, July 1940

by Diana Garza

NOTE: Research for this article, by Texas
Tech student, Diana Garza, was made
possible by a grant from the Reader's
Digest Foundation.

"Writing was all he ever wanted to
do," Lila Meador said.
And for most of his life, Douglas

Meador did just that. Meador, along with'

his wife, ran a successful paper in Mata-
dor for more than 40 years, despite his
never having graduated from high school,

Mr. and Mrs. Meador first met in
Matador after she moved here from Mis-
souri in 1928. Mrs. Meador was working
at the First National Bank and Meador

was working at the local drugstore. He
had just recently returned to Matador,
having been in California, trying to pur-
sue a writing career. But, after six years
away from home, Meador became home-
sick.

Meador, who began his newspaper
career working for the Childress Index
and then the Roaring Springs News,
printed the Matador Tribune from 1933
1974. Mrs. Meador ran the paper for
about three years after his death before
selling the paper in 1977.

The Tribune succeeded the Roaring
Springs News and later combined with
the Motley County News.
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Meador's column "Trail Dust" was a
regular feature in the Tribune. He won his
firstaward for the paper in 1934 when the
column was named Best Columnin Texas
at the State Fair.

Meador's one dissappointment in life
however, was that his column was never
syndicated,

Meador was not only involved with
printing the Matador Tribune each week.
For one year he owned the Morton Trib-
une and commuted by bus every week-
day. This left Mrs. Meador in charge of
the Tribune.

"I always had a lot of help at the
Tribune," Mrs. Meador said, "mostly
volunteer help."

Mrs. Meador said during the war
women with husbands overseas would
help her get the paperout. .+ -

Sometimes the Tribune would nothave
a printer working for them, but it seemed
that when one left, another would show
up to replace him.

These printers, sometimes called
"tramp printers," wandered around the
country, working for newspapers along

- the way.

‘When Meador's mother died, the pa-
perwas withouta printer because Meador
had to leave and go to her funeral. A
tramp printer, Earl Miller, rode up to the
newspaperofficeon hisbicycle and helped
while Meador was away.
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"Ben used to always say that God
watched over the Tribune," Mrs. Meador
said.

During the 42 years that the Meador's
owned the paper, Mrs. Meador wrote and
proofread copy, and took care of the
books. She also had her own column
which was printed somewhat sporadi-
.cally from 1940-1960. Mrs. Meador quit
‘her jobatthe bank in 1945 todevote more
itime to the paper.

Besides having help from women of
the town and vagabond printers, the
Meadors always hired young people,
usually seniors from the local high school.
"We took them to press conventions
with us, "Mrs. Meador said. "We always
learned a lot at the press conventions,
such as ﬁ‘ont page formaxs or ways to

el mE g

One now famous young person the
Meadors hired was Karen Elliott House,

a Pulitzer Prize winner, who works for
the Wall Street Journal. :

The Meadors had many people come
and go during their 40 years at the Tri-
bune, and many events were chronicled
by the paper. Mrs. Meador said one thing '
Mr. Meador realized was the impact the
paper had on the community and the lives
of the people of Motley County.

Mrs. Meador said, "Ben would some-
times say it's more of what you left out
than what you put in the paper."
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Lila Meador

MOTLEY COUNTY CENTENNIAL SIGNS: These signs were made by Shane Jones,

Janie Campbell and Loys Campbell, working extra long hours preparing them. There

atll.xe t";"; signs, one is west of town, near Johnny Stevens home and one is east of town at
e "Y"
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PRICES EFFECTIVE MAY 13-25, 1991

CAMPBELL'S
BEEF/CHICKEN
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William Hampton Rattan Family

Rev. and Mrs. W.H. Rattan

‘William Hampton Rattan and Arminda
Parker were married at Reno, Texas, on
January 1, 1890. They moved to Motley
County by covered wagon in 1891. With
them came a baby boy, Virgil Aurthur,
who was born in Parker County on Octo-
ber 23, 1890. The other Rattan children
were all born in Motley County. Those
children were Jessie Pearl, Littleton,
William Wallace, Robert Ray, Samuel
Dewey, James Carroll, Fannie Elizabeth,
Sally Ester, Fred, and Andy Ward. Car-
roll and Ward are the only living chil-
dren.

'W.H. Rattan filed onland on the south
bank of Tom Ball Canyon in the Whiteflat
community. The couple lost no time in
making a home. Mr. Rattan prepared the
land for cotton and a garden. Mrs. Rattan
planted a row of bois d'arc trees. Those
trees stood many years and could be seen
from the highway. They were alandmark

for the Rattan family to know where their
parents had settled first in the county.
Mr. Rattan bought land eight miles
northeast of Matador from Wiley E.
Gaines. He moved his family there in
1903. The children attended Ballard
School, a one-room school two miles or
more from their home. Mr. Rattan served
as a school trustee for many years. He
made many trips to Quanah and later to
Childress to buy lumber to build rooms
onto their house. The trip took about a
week each time. Later when the railroad
reached Estelline, he hauled lumber and
supplies from there. The home increased
from one room to seven rooms and three
porches through the years. He also builta
barn and other buildings, corrals and a
cistern near the house. There was a wind-
mill near the barn.
BrotherBillyRattan, ashe wasknown,
was a Baptist missionary. He preached in

homes, schoolhouses, and camps in
Motley County, anywhere there was an
occasion and a need. He rode horseback
and often spent the night with families
wherever he was. Later he boughtabuggy
forusein his travels. He helped to organ-
ize the First Baptist Church in Matador
He was hired as its second pastor at a
salary of $30 per month and served the
church for six years. Churchrecords show
the church began to grow during his
pastorate.

Arminda Rattan was a strong pioneer
woman. She worked hard to make ahome
each place the family lived. She encour-
aged her husband in his ministry and
managed the children to help keep the
farming going. The family setout a large
orchard each place they lived. Mrs. Rat-
tan always had agarden and flowers. Her
roses and other flowers brightened the
sick, were enjoyed in the church, and
were appreciated at funerals. She was a
good neighbor who always went when
there was sickness and she was needed.

Mr. Rattan purchased a farm one and
a half miles east of Matador. In 1916 the
family moved to that farm so the children
could attend school in Matador and they
could be closer to church.

The older boys continued to work the
home place and take care of the cattle.
Mr. Rattan recorded his cattle brand WH
on the left side, on June 28, 1892. Two
years later this brand was cancelled and
the brand H on the left side was recorded
onOctober27,1894. Thatbrand hasbeen
in continuous use since that date. Ward
Rattan used it and now Garland Rattan is
using the brand.

There has been a Rattan family mem-
ber taking care of cattle or farming con-
tinually since 1893 on some place. Little-

tonRattanand wife Lolalived there during
‘World WarI. They latermoved to Lamesa
and Virgil Rattan and his wife, Minnie,
took over. They lived there and reared
their family of three boys and three girls,
who attended Fairview School.

Mr. Rattan was in failing health after
they moved near town in 1916. He died
January 7, 1924. Mrs. Rattan stayed on
the farm for awhile, but then moved into
town. She enjoyed being in town near her
church and her friends. She died Decem-
ber 13, 1935.

In 1936 Virgil Rattan and his family
moved to the farm east of Matador. Ward
and Pearl Rattan moved to the ranch
with their son, Garland. In 1941 they
movedinto Matadorso that Garland could
g0 to school, but they continued to keep
and manage the ranch. Garland now owns
and manages the ranch, making the third
generation to be involved.

Two of W.H. Rattan's sons, Wallace
and Dewey, were in the U.S. Army dur-
ing World War L. their sister Jessie was in
theU.S. Army Nursing Corps. She re-
ceived her training at Baylor Nursing
School in Dallas, graduating in 1922.

Fred and Ward Rattan served their
country during World War II. Fred was in
the U.S. Army Air corps stationed in
Amarillo as an instructor.

‘Ward was in the U.S. Navy and served
as a cook on board the USS Hocking, a
troop transport ship, for two years in the
South Pacific. The W.H. Rattan grand-
children who served in the armed forces
during World War II were Tuett, Ray-
mond, Albert, William K., Billy (Carroll
and Bea's son who was killed in action),
and Walter.

The Rattans are proud of their Motley
County heritage over the past 100 years.

And I say unto you, Ask, and

it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you.

Luke 11:9

surfaces.

Warm weather
means more work
outdoors. So when
your work requires
electric power tools
and lawn equipment
be sure that they are
properly grounded and
replace all worn or
damaged cords. Keep
cords clear of your work
area, and never use your
electric equipment in
the rain or on wet

't

Drink &
Drive!!
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NOTE: Taken from Matador Tribune,
issue August 25, 1966. Written by Rachel
Patton as told her by her mother, Mrs.
M.L. Patton, Jr.

PATTONS CAME TO MOTLEY
COUNTY IN CARAVAN OF
NINE COVERED WAGONS

A caravan of nine covered wagons left
Stephenville, in Erath County, Texas,
December 1, 1900, bringing the M.L.
Patton, Sr. family to settle in Motley
County. The group included four married
sons and their families, in addition to
other relatives.

During the summer, Mr. Patton and
John Robinson had made a trip to this
area to see if they wanted to locate here.
Upon deciding to make the move, Mr.
Patton purchased a small house just south
of the present Harry Carter house in South
Matador, for himself and a section of land
east of Matador, about 10 miles for his
sons, M.L. Patton, Jr. and D.J. Patton.
This section is now a part of the A.W.
Ford Estate.

They returned to Erath County and on
November 27, started a cattle drive to
Motley County. Jasper Roberts, Press
Wideman and Jim Jarrett, and some men
they hired to help, drove the cattle. Jim
Jarrett had purchased land around Lub-
bock, and joined the drive to Motley
County. Both parties had about 200 cattle.
Mr. Jarrett went on to Lubbock after they
got to Motley County.

The caravan of wagons met the cattle
drive at Old Ranier in Runnels County.
The wagons came on to Matador, arriv-
ing Dec. 15, and the cattle reached here
twodays later. Judge Jarret took his cattle
on to Lubbock.

The wagons camped on the T.N.
Cammack place near the creek about
where the James Renfro house is now
located.

Mr. Cammack had just been elected
Sheriff and Tax Collector that yar.

The wagon train was composed of Mr.
and Mrs. M.L. Patton, Sr., in one wagon;
Mr. and Mrs. M.L. Patton, Jr. and six
children - Ed, Tom, Rosie, Maurice,
Johnnie, in two wagons (M.L. Jr. drove
one and Tom and Ed the other); Mr. and
Mrs. W.T. Patton and four children, Math,
Bessie, Marvin and Edna, in two wagons,
one driven by W.T and the other by Tom
Doran, cousin of Mrs. W.T. Patton; Mr.
and Mrs.R.L.Patton and one child, Eliza-
beth, one wagon; Mrs Sarah Bryan and
daughters, Miss Maggie Bryan; Mr. and
Mrs. D.J. Patton and four children, Essie,
Math, Mary and Jerome, one wagon; Mr.
and Mrs. Jasper Roberts and three chil-
dren, Billy, Ben and Boyd, and C.E.
Wideman, father of Mrs. M.L. Patton, Jr.,
and Mrs. Jasper Roberts, one wagon,

THE PATTON FAMILY

driven by Mr. Wideman, as Roberts
helped drive the cattle.

Miss Maggie Bryan purchased a house
just north of the bridge about where the
L.A. Carlisle house is now located, and
later purchased the home where Mrs.
Cammack now lives.Miss Maggie, her
mother and sister May (Mrs. T.E. Cam-
mack) lived there several years before
moving to the house just north of the jail.

MLL. Patton, Jr., purchased a 2-room
house from George Russell, just east of
the present Higginbotham-Bartlett Lum-
ber Co., and with his wife and six chil-
dren, shared it with Mr. and Mrs. W.T.
Patton and their four children, Press
‘Wideman and Tom Doran, for six weeks.

They had a tent at the back of the
house, where Wideman and Doran slept.
They cooked on a campfire outside and
often while the women were in the house
preparing food the wind would blow the
fire out. M.L. Patton, Jr. later purchased
the old home place just at the north edge
of town, still owned by Mrs. Patton and
occupied by a daughter and her husband,
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Craven.

'W.T. Patton also purchased a home on
the same road, east of his brother, in-
which a grandson and his wife, Mr. and
Mrs. Keith Patton live.

In 1901 Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Sheridan
and three children, Annie, Beulahand Pat
came to join Mrs. Sheridan's parents and
other relatives. She was the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J.L. Patton, Sr.

Mirs. Sheridan and children made the
trip to Childress by train and Mr. Sheri-
dan came through in a wagon with the
household furniture and also brought
several horses. Tom King accompanied
him and helped with driving the extra
horses.

The Patton brothers, M.L. Jr., and
W.T. purchased a building where Spot
Cash grocery is now located, and opened
a saddle and hamess shop. Mrs. W.T.
Patton's father, Dudley Stone was an
expert leather man, and made saddles,
horse collars and harnesses, which they
sold in the shop. They later built a brick
building on the same location, and which
the grocery firm now occupies.

M.L. Patton, Sr., was appointed Jus-
tice of the Peace of Precinct One, in an
election July 1, 1901, and in November
1902, was elected J.P. of the precinctand
also Commissioner of Precinct one. He
served both offices until his death August
5, 1904 which burned in 1944.

'W.T.Patton wasan early County Judge
of Motley County, servingone term, 1911-
1912, and was County Clerk from 1916
to 1922. In October 1905 he was ap-
pointed Commissioner of Precinct one to
g& tllt';e unexpired term of his father at his
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Centennial Contest First Place Winners
The History of Motley County

by Laurie Hoyle
1ST PLACE — 7TH GRADE

The history of this town is very impor-
tant to us. We need to remember what the
people of Motley County went through
to start this town.

Harry H. Campbell, believed to be the
first white child born in Motley County -
he became a Texan on May 15, 1881. He
has lived his entire life in and around
Matador, Texas.

Motley County was created in 1876
and named for Dr. Junius William Mott-
ley, who was born in Virginia about

1812. Mottley was a delegate from Go-

liad to the Washington on Brazos Con-
‘vention of 1830. There he was a signer of
the Declaration of Independence. He wat
wounded at the battle of San Jacinto and
died the night of April 21, 1836 and was
buried on the battlefield.

The Matador Ranch was organized in
1876 and was known as the Matador
Cattle Company. The cooperation in-
cluded A.M. Britton, S.W. Lomax, and
John Nichols, all of Fort Worth; Cata of
New York and H.H. Campbell of Ennis
Subscribing $10,000 each were Britton,

president; Lomax, secretary and treas- thirty

urer; and Campbell, manager. The Mata-
dor Ranch helped Matador survive.

The Story of Motley County

by Robert King
1ST PLACE — 8TH GRADE

Quanah Parker was one of the half-
breed Comanche Cheifs. Heand his force
roamed the rolling plains until 1875. Then
the white man movedin and tried to force
them out. Quanah Parker and his men
camped up and down the Pease River
including sites at Roaring Springs and at
TeePee City.

TeePee city was atown of shoot-outs,
drunken brawls, and robberies. It got the
attention of one man, G.W. Arrington
and his group of Texas Rangers, based at
Camp Roberts in Blanco Canyon.

Roaring Springs was set on a wind-
swept hill overlooking a broad valley. It
was the main camp of Comanche Indians
in December, 1860. In 1929 landowners
of the Springs, the Matador Land & Cattle
Company, built the swimming pool.

The Buffalo Hunter pushed into buf-
falo ranges of Western Texas. The Indi-

ans were scared that the buffalo would
die out because of the white man.

The playground tractor. It was the
year of 1928 when McCormick Deering
tractor, celebrating its golden years of
retirement. It was celebrated at Motley
County School playground.

Tornado, May 1, 1984. Tomado! All
the emergency sirens and homs went off
at 8:46 Tuesday. At that time it was 1 1/
2 miles out of town. Residents ran to
shelters and dove into the cellar. The
sheriff, Alton Marshall, watched it all the
time. The sheriff, Thomas Alton
Marshall, said it was amedium sized one.
Marshall's nickname is Suzzie. Dude
Speed said that the tornado left a path of
destruction.We had been in a tomado
wamning until 9:30. The damage reported
was in the millions of dollars. Twelve
barricades were built toonlooking people.
People from all around here were here to
help us right here.

Matador Cattle Company

by Linda Gonzalez
1ST PLACE — 9TH GRADE

In 1879 the Matador Cattle Company
was established and incorporated under
the laws of Texas According to one ac-
count, the company was made up of five
men, each of whom subscribed $10,000
to create the capital. The five were Brit-
ton, Campbell, Spottswood W. Lomax,
and John W. Nichols of Fort Worth and a
Mr. Cata, Britton's brother-in-law,of New
York. Lomax reported to have been "an
enthusiastin Spanish literature,” gave the
ranch its name. Campbell's first ranch
house was the dugout at Ballard Springs,
the rights to which were secured from
Browning. Here the first cattle obtained
by the new company were received and
here in December, 1879, John Dawson
sold to Matador a herd of thirteen hundred
head branded "V", Matador Cattle Com-
pany,ontherightside. Additional smaller
~ brands ‘were absorbed as fliey were
brought into the country, including the
. "T41" and "NN" stock driven from
Gonzales County in southern Texas and
in 1881, the Jinglebob herd, purchased
from Coggins and Wylie. With newly
acquired herds the purchaser usually
;' "inherited" the range rights claimed by

the seller. In the absence of actual land-
owners and since staturary laws and the
means of their enforcement were remote,
a body of custom developed to keep dis-
order and confusion ata minimun. Range
rights and privileges were established by
occupation and were recognized as long
as a claimant utilized his range and was
strong enough to discourage interlopers.
It was generally accepted that a rancher
controlling a stream or one of its banks

held range rights on the Matador Cattle

Company land extending away from the
stream to the divide separating his stream
to the divide separating his stream basin
from an adjacent watershed. Efforts were
made to keep cattle within recognized

ranges by a system of patrolling called
"line riding", since no fences were

ent to separate the holdings of neighbor-
ing cattlemen and cattle were no respec-
tors of boundaries. Line riders, moving
daily along the borders of range drifted

the cattle toward the range claimed by
their respective owners. The acquisition
of title to lands bordering the watering
places strengthened range right by giving
to the landowneralegal position on which
to base his claims to privileges.

Centennial

by David Whitaker
1ST PLACE — 2ND GRADE

We are celebrating our 100 years of
living in Motley County. The Indians
were the first people to live in Motley
County. Indianslivedatthe Springs. They
liked it there. Quanah Parker had two
wives. Some of the Indians were nice and

- some were mean. The mean Indians would
kill anything or anyone that came near
. their camp. The cowboys were the sec-

ond people tolive in Motley County. The
cowboys had spurs, and saddles. The
cowboys had windmills, and wagons. The
cowboys gathered up cattle and branded
them and turned them loose and and fed
them hay cake. The pastures had grass,
mesquite trees, hillsand abunch of fences,
rivers, creeks,and abunch of cattle. There
was a railroad that came through Mata-
dor. The farmers grew cotton, corn, and
wheat. It is fun studying about Motley
County long ago.

...l..I..l‘."...'..O.'....Q..'...J...Q.

“ Thank Bou

....O...‘.....................‘........

‘Words are so inadequate to truly convey our feelings for all the wonderful
things done for us and for Clyde these past 14 months. We say "Thank you" for the
food, flowers, prayers, cards, those who visited him - it meant so much to him. To
those who helped take him for treatments , those who sat with him at night and for
the beautiful service. Everyone has been so warm and loving. May God richly bless

you!

Billie Clifton

Maurice, Jane, Jamia and Landy
Ronnie, Mona, Jill, Kim and Megan
Larry, Deidra, Monica and Skylar
Mary TIrwin

Zola Renfro and family

Ed and Bessie Dean Bartley and family
Florence Rainbolt and family

Pete Clifton and family

KJ.

Clifton and family

Iwould sincerely like to thank everyone in Matador, Texas who took time
out to write to me when I was in Saudi Arabia. Your thoughts and prayers brought

me home.

God bless you all!
Jamal Rhinehardt
Ft. Bragg, N.C.

Jamal is the grandson of Tony and Mike Fellows of Matador

Living In Motley County

by Keane Cruse
1ST PLACE — 4TH GRADE

Motley County is a great place to live
because the people there are very nice
and friendly. Most of my family and
friends live there.

1live in the country by the community
of Flomot. Flomot is located in the north-
west partof thecounty. I live about twenty
miles from Matador. Flomot no longer
has a school. I attend school at Motley
County Elementary. I ride the bus about

irty-ni il ymorning hool
Since we have a county school, many

students must make long trips to school.
Some of my great-great grandparents

were early settlers in Motley County.

Both of my parents attended school at

Matador. There are many old families in
Motley County, but we also have many
new families that have moved here. Some
people live and work on farms and
ranches. Many people work in towns
providing services.

Motley County is a small county, with
lots of friendly and nice people. We always
help each other when someone has trouble.
1 wouldn't want to live anywhere else.

Silver Golden Pearl

by Bo Speed
1ST PLACE — 6TH GRADE

Here in Matador there is a woman
named Pearl Simpson. She is 73 years
old, tall, pleasingly plump, wears glasses,
has silver-white hair and is very humor-
ous. This motherly woman was bom in
Knox City, Texas on August 3, 1917,

Pearl’s life was a very hard one. Her
family moved from one place to another
constantly, looking for work. Sheand her
family moved from Texas to Arkansas to
Oklahoma, to Arizona and then back to
Texas. She hardly got an education since
she was always too busy day-laboring
They finally ended up here in Matador in
May of 1935, to visit her grandmother.

In the next few months following her
arrival, she fell in love with a man named
Herman Cartwright. She and Herman
decided to get married and raise a family
together. Not very long after, Herman
died and Pearl became a widowed mother.
But in time,her kids grew up and moved
on, leaving her all alone. But, she soon
again married. His name was Melvin
Simpson. They lived together happily,
but a few years later, Melvin died.

Today, Pearl Simpson has gone from
bus driver to babysitter. She is a very
happy 73 year-old. She's not rich, she is
just a kind-hearted trustworthy person.

As you can see, Pearl Simpson, like
many other senior citizens, hashad a hard
life from the beginning. But she's tough,
and has managed to live a full, happy life.

100th Birthday

HH Schweitzer

by Cobey Turner
1ST PLACE — 5TH GRADE

‘What would a cowboy be without a
saddle? There were many cowboys in the
early days of Motley County. Their life
justwouldn't be right without one. One of
a cowboys most valuable worldly pos-
sessions was known to be his saddle. A
cowboy could not work on a ranch with-
out asaddle. Some of the cowboys made
their own gear. One such cowboy was
Houston Schweitzer.

He started his saddle making in his
living room in Arizona with only a piece
of leather a nail, and a hammer. He never

talented man., When he opened his

saddle shop and started building saddles |
he would pick the best leather he could,

because he wanted to make the best he

could. He was born in Yellowhouse

Canyon in 1894. His mother died when|
hewasa smallchild. After that he lived in
various places. He started out making
miniature saddles for play horses using a
bent nail and a hammer.

saddles with special stamping which
appealed to many people.
Thaveheard one interesting story about

‘Schweitzer. When he was a little kid,he

carved little saddles out of the part of a
bullet. He would find grasshoppers and
put the saddle on him. When the grass-
hoppers back would get tired he would
just go find another grasshopper. Mr.
3::ihweilzer had many fun hours doing

s.

Houston Schweitzer had a fairly large
family. He was married to Mrs. HA.
Schweitzer. He has one daughter, Mrs.
James Moss, who lives in Lubbock. He
has two sons. One of them is Houston of
Baytown. The other son is Bert, who
lives in Lubbock. Mr. Schweitzer loved

family were members of the Methodist
church.

Houston Schweitzer died early Friday
morning in his home. He was age 61 and
still going at the time. He died of a heart
attack. He had suffered a slight attack
Tuesday after completing an order for
two of his exquisitely-tooled saddles. Late
Thursday, after shipping these to Brad,
New Mexico, and making some repairs

This was a humble beginning of per- | onanoldersaddle, the quiet geniusclosed
haps the greatest saddle maker of all | thedoorsand wenthome. The nextday he

times. Schweitzer found his way to the :

Matador Ranch working there for 12 years
before establishing his saddle shop in the
town in 1925. Schweitzer never made a
saddle just to sell one. He would make a
saddle every week. Even when he would
make one every week he was, at one time,
2 years behind. Schweitzer got orders for
saddles from six different states, includ-
ing the surrounding area. You might
wonder why he got all these orders. One
reason is because he hand tooled every
part of the saddle except the seat which
saddle makerdoesn'tusually stamp. There
wasn't an inch of the saddle that wasn't
hand stamped or hand tooled. Cowboys
liked the stamping Mr. Schweitzer puton
his saddles. Some cowboys ordered their

died. I wish I was one of the men who got
Schweitzer's last saddles. If I had one I
would cherishitforever. Schweitzer once
said, "No man can get rich working with
his hands. But, for me, there's more pay in
knowning I've turned out something good
than there is money. It's the satisfaction
that counts."

Iam proud to say that my grandfather,
father and uncles have owned and still
own Schweitzer saddles. I hope to pass
them to my children, so we can conti
the Schweitzer tradition. I feel like we
own partofthe heritage of Motley County.

I got my information from: Matador
Tribune; A collection from Marisue Potts;
The Way It Was.
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POSTER WINNERS: The above Centennial posters were First Place Winners in the Centennial Essay-
Art Contest. Top poster is by William Ho-Gland, First Grade Student. Bottom poster is by Kindergarten
student, Clint Cooper. Other First place winners were Edward Mendoza, Poster, Third Grade, and Quinn
Hays, Art, Third Grade. All the posters and art work were very well done and are all on display at the old
Spot Cash Grocery. Please be sure to stop by and see them. You will be gladyou did! All Firstplace winners
were presented a bronze Motley County Centennial coin on a ribbon.
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Let's Reminisce About Past Whiteflat Days .,
Cowboy Poets to Perform at Centennial Program

by Earlyne Jameson

Reminiscing is a form of "random
remembering" that le in a group
engage. It is funny, but the older we get
the clearer our childhood seems to be-
come. We somehow seem to see more
clearly certain events of childhood inci-
dents.

When working with the Whiteflat
Historical Marker project, many ex-resi-
dents, as well as present day residents
renewed memories of the once populated
Whiteflat area. I would like to share some
of these amusing and interesting anec-
dotes with you.

Good old days bring back memories
when the Watkins man arrived in the
farmyard and kids begged Mom to buy
this and that from the Watkins wonder-
ous products. I can remember in 1924,
said one man, when my mother was
boiling corn in a black cast iron washpot
in the yard when the Watkins man came
to the house. He was there to sell his
products and watched the com boil in the
pot. I don't guess he had ever seen hom-
iney made before, for when his mother
picked up a can of lye and poured it into
the boiling corn pot, his eyes gotas big as
saucers. He dropped his product basket
and ran down the road hollering that
mother was going to kill the family.
Luckily, they had a good supply of Wat-
kinsproducts, because he neverreturned!

Turn back the date to the 1930's.
Worries? Youbet! Families endured hard
times with remarkable dignity and main-
tained their pride. They had deep attach-
ments to their home. Remember women
giving free haircuts and doing a profes-
sional job with hand clippers? My hus-
band just knew there was a Santa Claus
until he was "half-grown", because he
couldn't believe his mother could afford
the gifts he got on Christmas morning!

The 160 and 200 acre plots of land
where families lived was an anchor that
provided vegetables from a garden, fresh
eggs from the chickens, milk from cows
they raised and hams from pigs they
slaughtered. There was ample wood to be
had for the chopping used in stoves. Ex-
Whiteflat resident, Jack Green remarked
with a shrug that his wife bought milk
today that his family in days past threw
out to the hogs! His family made ribbon
cane syrup that Luther Green consideres
better than you buy today.

Pioneer families including E.B. Kim-
bell, A.B. Echols, John Miller and the
Damrons told that buffalo, panthers and

Whiteflat Singing School

bears roamed the countryside southwest
of Whiteflat. When a buffalo and bear
were killed, the meat was divided among
neighbors. Mr. Echols, who had exten-
sive land holdings, is remembered for
sharing his feed crops during the depres-
sion and drought with farmers who were
less fortunate. Some paid for the feed,
others did not. He never made an issue
about those who failed to pay.

Frazier Watson remembers when he
and his family were at a farm east of
Whiteflat during a drifting knee-high
snow. He and his brothers, in a foot race,
caught 31 rabbits that were unable to
maneuver a "get-away" in the snow.
Rabbits were good eating during the
depression. On another occasion, the
‘Watson boys killed 24 rattlesnakes, 17
blue racers and 7 skunks that were in the
same den along the bank of the Middle
Pease River. The H.M. Murphy boys and
friends made a sport of hunting rattle-
snakes in the winter. One afternoon, they
brought a huge rattlesnake to their front
yard for their Dad to see. They were
dissappointed with his reaction when he
lowered his glasses-on his nose and.in-
formed them it was time tomilk the cows.

One of the most unusual barns in the
Whitelfatcommuntiy was made, not built
by Hunter Watson. His farm was located
southeast of Whiteflat. His hired hands,
who worked for a dollar a day and their
meals, dug into the side of a rocky em-
bankment and channeled a large enough
enclosure to accomodate his many milk
cows. The high ceiling and sides of the
dirt walls were smooth, firm and clean.
He had excavated dirt in one of the stalls
into a shelf where he put his milk cans. It
was a good shelter from rain and cold
weather, yet cool in the summer. He had
a corral fence encircling the south en-
trance to his dirt and rock bamn. This
original farm structure remained in good
condition for many years after Mr. and
Mrs. Watson moved to Matador.

Friends are important and some of the
earliest memories are intertwined around
childhood pals. Boys would take a sight-
seeing tour around the community on
horseback. They would alwaysride to the
‘top of Antelope Hill, west of Whiteflat
before returning home. At other times
they would ride along the river and build
afire to - fry bacon and eggs and feel
they were early day western cowboys.

The sandhillssouth of the Middle Pease
River was a Playground and kids would
congregate from all over Whiteflat to
wade in the river, build sand castles and

gather wild plums. Many arrow heads
and Indian artifacts were found. When
raining, there were games of Monopoly.
When the $1,500 was passed out, you
wished it was the real thing!

Whiteflat locations trigger all sorts of
memories. During the summer months,
happiness and fun circulated at the creek
on the Ada Shands land east of Four
Corners. All ages met there to go swim-
ming. Tarzan antics abounded when they
swung from cottonwood trees into the
water. They spent enough time in the
water to grow fins and gills.

Musical jamborees at the Finis Har-
grove home were highlights of good en-
tertainment. Mrs. Hargrove was a music
teacher and played numerous instruments.
Her children, Shands played asaxaphone,
Tutt, guitar and clarinet and Lula Kate
made the keyboard of the piano dance
with rhythm. Vamer McWilliams with
his banjo, Frank Jameson's guitar and
others added to the music festival. Allan
Thomas remarked, "Ed Jameson was a
‘Regular Troubadour' when he tired to
play the guitar and sing!"

Another man, who wants to remain
anonymous said, "When we were kids in
‘Whiteflat, there was no shortage of ways
to get into mischief. However, parents
not cops handled trouble years ago. The
sound of spankings wafted from the
screened windows and doors all over the
neighborhood. Your back-side might be
warm and throbbing, but it never entered
your mind your parents didn't love you or
you didn't deserve the spanking!"

"You know you are getting old when
you remember cars with manual chokes
and the 1925 Model T Ford", lamented
one man. He told the seats were leather.
Henry Ford bought so much leather from
Argentina that required the leather to be
packed in wooden boxes cut to precise
specifications. Mr. Ford used the boxes
withoutalteration, as frames for the seats.
Mr. Ford would manufacture youa Model
T in any color you liked as long as that
color was black. No wonder you could
buy a Ford back then for $495! "The
gravity feed gas tank on that old "T" left
something to be desired," he said. "When
the tank got low, you had to back up hills,
lest the car kill on you."

Gone are the summer days of long ago
when you would settle comfortably on
the front porch and hear laughter drifting
on the evening breeze through the town
of Whiteflat. There is something reassur-
ing about having a Whiteflat Historical
Marker so that this rural area with its
treasured memories will not be forgotten.

KSRW
96.1 FM

K-96

AND

THE MOTLEY COUNTY TRIBUNE

Remind you to Shop at Home at one of these hometown business

KCTX
1510 AM

D

Leslie Taylor Welding
Matador Motor & Implement
Taylor's Pizza Box
Motley County Tribune

o

Listen to K-96 FM or KCTX 15.10 AM Radio - Childress for advertisement éf these businesses .

7 : KSRW-FM RADIO !
w\O
. o >

Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m.
Dr. James Dobson
Sunday, 8:00-10:00 a.m.
One on One Sunday (music & teaching)
10:00-11:00 a.m. - The Best of Dr. James Dobson

J.B. Allen
NOTE: Cowboy Poet, Dennis Gaines,
Matador Ranch Cowboy, will be the
emcee at the Centennial Program, to be
held May 25 during the Centennial Cele-

bration, featuring Cowboy Poets, J.B.
Allen and Jack Douglas.

Cowboy Poet, J.B. Allen, one of the
featured entertainers for the Centennial
program, has been writing poetry about
four years. He began after hearing Jack
Douglas, another Cowboy Poet to be
featured at the program, read some of his.
"Having a good deal of time on my
hands, while working nights at a feedlot,

Western Artist
Kathy Whitley
To Be At
The Windmill

Renowned Western Artist, Kathy
Whitley, of Crowell, will be at The
Windmill, all day Saturday, May 25,
selling her prints and small affordable
drawings.

Kathy, who is formerly of Austin, has
her degree in art, from the University of
Texas, where her father Ralph White, isa
Professor. She is an avid participant in,
brandings and ranch activitiesin this West
Texas area. Her paintings are of realistic
nature - so much so that the public exam-
ines them to be sure they are not photos.

The name of K.W. Whitely has ap-
peared in Southwest Art magazines, as
well as other National publications. You
will not forget her modest, warm and
friendly personality when you come by to

meet her during the Motley County Cen-..

tennial Celebration.

Motley

!
County's
Oldest &

L
Finest

Rachel Patton, 89,is one of Motley
County's oldest and finest. She was born
December 14, 1901 to Matthew and
Matilda (Wideman) Patton in a two story
house 3/4 miles from the courthouse
square in Matador, Motley County, Texas.
Rachel graduated from Matador School
and attended North Texas State Teachers
College in Denton. She taught school 3
years in Northfield, Whiteflat and Roar-
ing Springs.

She started work at the Motley County
Courthouse in the Sheriff and Tax Col-
lectors office in 1927 and worked there
for 40 years. She worked in the judges
office 11 years before retiring. She was
Lions Club Sweetheart for 54 years,
elected toLions Club membership emeri-
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: Poets to perform at Centennial Program

475 poems have materialized, of which
72 have been collected together into a
book titled, Water Gap Wisdom.” Cow-
boy genes, inherited from kinfolk for
several generations back, dictated that he
follow in their footsteps. Bom in 1938,
there were still enough old timers around
to influence his boyhood and their off-
spring gave him a good schooling after he
left the Navy in 1960. He married in
1962, raised two girls who are now mar-
ried, and worked on ranches for the last
30 years on a large part of the country
between the Great Divide and Fort Worth.

Over the last two years, several poetry

‘ gatherings have invited him to be on

thieir programs, Alpine, Abilene, and
Lubbock in Texas, Ruidoso, Clovis
Roswell and Silver City in New Mexico,
Wickenburg, Arizona, Goodwell, Okla-
homa, and Elko, Nevada.

Jack L. Douglas, born July 1939 in
Lubbock, Texas, graduated from Lub-
bock High School in 1957. He attended
Texas Tech and graduated from Sul Ross
Statein 1961 witha degree in History and
a Secondary Teacher's Certificate.

Jack married Dorothy Turner from
Tolar, Texasin 1961. They now have two
grown married sons, Cody, an Account-
ant from Lubbock and Dave, a Truck-
driver from Levelland.

After College, he taught school, roped,
shod horses, and traded cattle foraliving.
Jack also spent about 10 years buying
cattle for a Feedlot. While running a few

cows and calves on a small place.

He now has two small ranches in
Hockley and Bailey counties. Jack is in
the registered brangus business and also
manages a crossbred hereford cow-calf
operation for his dad. He lives in Hockley
County, has an address in Littlefield, and
the phone comes out of Pettit, Texas,
such is ranch life.

Jack began his cowboying career at
the Matador Cattle Comapny at the age of
15. He went on to work for several other
large ranches in the Panhandle. Including
the upper Matadors, which became the
Quien Sabe and Scharbauer Cattle Com-

pany. Jack also spent a lot of time
dayworking for James Palmer and Fred
Stocktonatthe Yellowhouse Ranch when
the Matadors owned it, during the 1970s
and 1980's.

Jack has written 4 cowboy poetry
books in the last four years and has the
fifth one in progress. The first one was
called "Thinkin' It Over", the second,
"Back Trackin", and the third "Fresh
Tracks". The fourth book will be out
about the middle of May 1991 and is
called "Dust In The Wind". He will write
on any subject that comes to mind. He

also does cowboy art and specializes in
greeting cards and cowboy subjects. One
of his favorite projects recently was get-
ting to do portraits of Shorty Smauley and
Edd D. Smith from old pictures furnished
by the families.

Roy Rogers Movie
Made In Matador

"MACKINTOSH AND T.J." was the first movie that Roy Rogershad made in 20 years.
The picture was made in 1975 and filmed in Matador and the Dickens area with many
local and area people in variousscenes. The 6666 Ranch, between Dickens and Guthrie
was the setting for most of the filming. "Mackintosh and T.J." was a contemporary
western. None of the sets were constructed. All sets were against the backdrop of the
6666 Ranch. The movie was shown at the Midway Theater between Turkey and
Quitaque on the premiere date of February 6, 1976 and ran through February 11.
Locals in the film were Ronnie Christian, Pat Seigler, Bennie Brown, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Pohl, Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Campbell, Jack Tidmore,
Zipp Duretle, Jinks Wilson, Hazel Donovan, Mr. and Mrs. F.H. Welling, Mr. and Mrs.
Kirby Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. L.B. Campbell, Floyd Hardin, Winifred Darsey,
Dorothy Webb, Kelly Keltz, R.E. Campbell, Jr., Nell Brotherton, Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Stanley, Laura Rowan, James Stanley, Audie
Poteet, Charlie Johnson, Carolyn Johnson.

&
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tus in 1987. She is a 60 year member of
Eastern Star and an accomplished musi-
cian. She was secretary of Red Cross in
Motley County for 40 years.

Ollie Ann (Wason) Pitts, 97, is an-
other one of Motley County's oldest and
finest. She was born December 12, 1894
in a half dug-out on the north bank of

Willow Creek three miles west of Mata-
dor, Motley County. She is the daughter
of William and Mollic Wason. She was
one of seven children. She married
Douglas E. Pitts and they were active in
the affairs of the community and church
for years. Mrs. Pitts is now in a resthome
in Lovington, New Mexico.

Only the strong have sufficient will to be humble.

Douglas Meador

UNBELIEVABLE BARGAINS ,‘

1985 Chevrolet Cargo Work Van
1989 Chevrolet Cavalier GT Coupe

‘GM PRO
1990 Buick Skylark 4 dr.

1990 Pontiac Sunbird 4 dr.
1990 Chevrolet Lumina 4 dr.
1991 Pontiac Sunbird 4 dr.
1991 Pontiac Grand AM 2 dr.
1991 Pontiac Grand AM 4 dr.

1991 Buick Regal 4 dr.

*% $500 DOWN PLUS T.T.L. 16.75% 48 M
** $500 DOWN PLUS T.T.L. 12.9% 60 MONTHS - WITH APPROVED CREDIT.

WAS
$2250
$6500

AM - USED CARS

$8800
$8700
$9900
$9200
$11000
$10700
$13900

SALE PRICE
$1995
$5900

P TIENTS

(0) 3

$6900
$7700
$8900
$8200
$9999
$9700
$12900

$174
$215 *
$208
$281

HS - WITH APPROVED CREDIT.

MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! CHECK WITH US FOR ALL YOUR NEW AND USED VEHICLE NEEDS!

"YOU WILL L

BUICK - PONTIAC - GMC

UR LITTLE TINY PRICES"

City Auto, Inc.

FLOYDADA, TX
PHONE: 983-3767
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-~ A Look Back

by Diana Garza

NOTE: Research for this article, by Texas
Tech journalism student, Diana Garza,
was made possible by a grant from the
Reader's Digest Foundation.

November 10 & 24, 1932

The Roaring Springs School had an
interruption of classes in early November
1932. The Roaring Springs School Board
extended the resumption of school until
November21,1932, because of the short-
age of school funds. The extension was
also made to allow children to help pick
the current cotton crop.

Tax payers were urged to pay their
school taxesand were told they would not
be charged interest or penalties if their
taxes were paid by Jan. 1.

Classes resumed on November 21 as
scheduled.

April 27, 1933

The First State Bank of Matador as-
sumed full control of the First State Bank
of Roaring Springs April 26.

A.B. Echols, president of the Matador
Bank, said the bank was prepared to pay
depositors in full. He also stated the bank
hoped to retain the confidence and good-
will of the people served by the Roaring
Springs Bank.

TheRoaring Springs Bank, which was
established in 1914, was placed under
restrictions allowing withdrawal of only
5 percent of deposits made before March
1

CSW. Weatherall, an official of the
Roaring Springs Bank, joined the staff at
the Matador Bank.

May 31, 1934

The First State Bank and the First Na-
tional Bank of Matador merged, and all
assets were transferred to the First State
Bank after the First State Bank purchased
First National.

The merger was said to have been a
surprise since both banks had fared well
during the recent economic crisis while
banks in the four surrounding counties
had failed.

December 7, 1933

A picture of the proposed high school
building for Roaring Springs appeared in
this issue of the paper, stating the school
would be erected on the school grounds
north and east of the present building and
would face east on the Matador highway.

The school would have a study hall to
seat about 90 students, a Library, a Sci-
ence Lab with adjoining darkrooms,
and a combination foods and’ clothing
laboratory for the home economics de-
partment, complete with a living-dining
room, bedroom and bath.

The auditorium would seat about 500
people, and the building would be steam
heated and equipped with all necessary
plumbing and electrical features.

January 25, 1934

One of Matador's early pioneers, A.B.
NewmandiedJanuary21,1934. Although
he did not have a doctor's license, he
offered his skill and medical kit when-
ever possible.

It was said, "Perhaps no individual
gave more unselfishly of his time, his
goods and his services to the needs of the
struggling pioneer country that did the
kindly man known to everyone as 'Dr.’
Newman."

Bom in Kentucky Feb. 14, 1846, Dr.
Newman moved with his parents to Ellis
County at the age of 12. A year later, his
family moved to Parker County.

In 1871 he married Sara Campbell and
they had nine children. He and his family
moved to Whiteflat in 1890 where he
later became a charter member of the

Whiteflat Baptist Church, He latermoved ~

to Matador, where he remained until his
death.

March 8, 1934

Roaring Springs voted in a city elec-
tion to allow the sale of beer by a vote of
65 for and 47 against. The County Com-
missioners' Court approved the votes,
and the sale of beer may begin on March
14, provided licenses on file are granted.

Three applications for retail licenses
and one for local distributor were filed

with County Judge W.R. Cammack. A
petition with over fifty names was filed
with the Commissioners' Court asking
that a City Election to legalize the sale of
beer be held in Matador.

March 24, 1934

Matador citizens voted to allow the
sale of beer, those for the sale of beer
winning by a margin of 31 votes.

July 11, 1925

Matador is the county seat of Motley
County, Texas.

It is situated on the Motley County
Railway, which is owned and operated
by residents of Motley County.

Matador has a population of approxi-
mately 1,200.

Itisrepresented by three churches, the
Methodist, Baptist, and Christian.

Has a splendid grade school and a
new, modernand up-to-date Iceand Light
Plant.

Has a Chamber of Commerce com-
prised of real live wires, who are boost-
ing the town and country from every
standpoint and encouraging the develop-
ment of the valuable land of the county.

Has one of the finest municiple ponds
in this section of West Texas.

Has two cotton gins and a new and
modem gin under construction.

Has two large, brick banks showing a
financial statement far better than the
average town of its size in West Texas.

It is represented with about 45 other
progressive businesses.

Motley County is comprised of some
of the richest farm land in West Texas.

Motley County is comprised of the
best true blue American people that can
be found in any country.

J.A. Tipton Was Pioneer Postmaster At Northfield

NOTE: There are two Tipton pictures
with the Tipton story printed in the Cen-
tennial section.

by Lila Meador

J.A. Tipson received his commission
as Northfield postmaster, in February of
1921 and served the office for 26 years,
retiring May 1, 1947. He had been ap-
pointed acting postmaster in September,
1920.

He and his wife, the former Katie
Crowell were living at Snow Lake, Ark.,
in 1915 when they came to Texas to visit
her brother, Leonard Crowell at Flomot.

While there, Mr. Tipton learned that a
small store was for sale in the remote
Northfield community. Since no trans-
portation was immediately available, he
walked the 20 miles over exceedingly
rough terrain.

He bought the store from L.E. Bowser
and sent for his wife and son, Fay, who
were still in Flomot. He never left North-

field except for business purposes.He and
his wife became "Uncle Tip" and "aunt
Katie" to the community. They operated
the store and filling station in connection
with the postoffice until her death in
1944. Mr. Tipton later sold the business
to Charles M. Lane, who assumed the
duties of postmaster.

James Aaron Tipton was born in Sev-
eir County, Tenn., and died at Northfield
March 23, 1959. Mrs. Tipton was born in
Murphysboro, Ill., and died April 30,
1944 inherhome atNorthfield. The couple
had two sons, one of whom died in in-
fancy. Their son, Fay Graham Tipton
died November 20, 1969. He and his
wife, the former Celia Collins, had sev-
eral children who died in infancy, and
two who lived, a daughter, Gaynell and a
son, James W.

The Northfield postoffice was named
by a pioneer, W.A. Cook, in 1890, whose
formerhome wasNorthfield, Minn. About
ten yars later F.M. Bain became postmas-

included W.H. Denny, another pioneer,
and his family who moved the office to
their dugout where they handled the mail
for 19 years. Following her husband's
death, Mrs. Denny continued to serve and
later turned the duties over to her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Lillie Knipe.

‘WhenNorthfield's first postoffice was
established, the mail was carried
from Childress to Floydada on a two-

w~heel cart by way of Northfield and
‘Whiteflat. As the country settled, the mail
increased until it became necessary to use

alarge hack. The line was then shortened,
running from Childress to Matador, and
was later reduced to serve Northfield
from Childress. A new post office build-

ing was constructed several years ago
and the last postmaster to serve was Sibyl
Daffern Timmons (Mrs. Leland). Mail
still is addressed to Northfield, Texas,
79201, but goes out on HCR 5 from
Child

ter. Other pc insub years

Dr. J.S. Stanley

Dr. J.S. Stanley

Dr. 1S, Stanleg purchased the prac-
tice of the late Dr. H.C. Eargle in Matador
in 1935. He occupied an office upstairs in
the old First National Bank building, until
1944, when he built the first unit of Stanley
Hospital. His practice continued to in-
crease, and in 1948 he doubled the size of

.....O..O....'...I.....-...............

the hospital.

Heand his wife, Pearl, had two daugh-
ters, Ruth Marie and Linda Kay.

Dr. Stanley was a member of the
Methodist Church in Matador, the Mata-
dor Masonic Lodge and the Matador Lions
Club. He had served as president of a
seven county Medical Association. He
was a member of the American Medical

Association and the Texas Medical As-
sociation.

Dr. Stanley died Saturday, October
24, 1970. He was buried in Hillcrest
Memorial Park in Dallas.

Dr. Stanley was a great physician who
had endeared himself in the hearts of
hundreds of families in this entire area for
35 years in dedicated service.

““"Matador Brands To
Travel To Scotland .

eo o8>

Look Who's New!

.l........l.‘Q.‘-.......QQ.‘....'..".

Taelor Voy Norrell
Mike and Rhonda Norrell of Amherst long.
are proud to announce the birth of a  Grandparents are H.A. and Myma
daughter, Taelor Voy. She was born Stephens of Matador and Wayne and
Sunday,May 19 at 8:07 p.m. in St. Mary's Rita Norrell of Sunray. Great-grandpar-
Hospital in Lubbock. She weighed 7 ents are Foy and Bertha Moore of Mata-
pounds and 5 ounces and was 20 inches dor and Frances Norrell of Sunray.

oo

GLYNARD AND WAYLAND MOORE of Matador are shown holding the branding
irons they have made to go to Dundee, Scotland. The brands are the Matador Ranch
horse brand '50' for horses and the flying V for cattle. The Moore'sstamped their names
and the date on the neck of the iron. Approximately fifteen people withties to the
Matador Ranch will be on hand at a luncheon during the 800 year Celebration this year.
Theiron will be presented to the City of Dundee at the luncheon. Men from Dundee were
stockholders in the Matador Ranch for 69 years.

CERTAINLY THERE
IS CERTAINTY

We live in a culture where there is a serious
infection. This * infection is uncertainty. It is

an unfocused feeling of uneasiness. It seems that
individual responsibility has become hazy or
obscured. Uncertainty is the result.

The Bible tells what our responsibilities are and
very plainly. Our individual responsibility is,
above all, to keep our own lives clean and pure.
To help us to do this we must know the true
source of morality and how to be certain about
what is right and wrong.

When anation ceases to believe in a moral standard, when a nation regards its institutions
with cynicism and its great traditions with flippancy, that nation will not long remain.
When a nation's people seek learning without effort and wages without work, that
nation has begun its decline. A clear and certain moral standard is vital to a nation.

* The only way to have such a moral standard, to know definitely right or wrong, is for
God, the only source for such knowledge, to tell us. For example: God's Word teaches
that basic honesty is a necessity in a nation. We can take our stand on that fact and be
absolutely certain of it.

To recognize the Bible as the source of morality, to live in harmony with its precepts,
is the saving hove of a nation.

MATADOR CHURCH OF CHRIST Michael G. Crowley, St

-BORGER, TX 79008

STORAGE TANK PROBLEMS?
If you or your company own underground or above ground
storage tanks that are presently in use or have been used in the
past for storage of:

1. Petroleum Products (gasoline, diesel, oil, etc.)

2. Cercla (Superfund) Listed Substances

3. RCRA Hazardous Wastes.

Our services will be of interest to you!
* Soil Testing
* Groundwater Testing
* Contract Clean-up
* Tank Removal & Remediation
* Vapor Monitoring
* Monitoring Wells

OSHA and EPA Certified Superfund Training Requirements.
Certified Hazardous Material Manager available.
Alvin Alexander — 347-2210

Obituaries

John Jones

Services for John S. Jones, 87, of
Floydada were held at 4 p.m. Tuesday,
May 21, 1991 in First United Methodist
Church with the Rev. Robert M. Kirk
officiating.

The Rev. Bill Wright assisted, and
burial was in Flomot Cemetery under
direction of Moore-Rose-White Funeral
Home.

Jones died Sunday in Lockney Gen-
eral Hospital after an illness.

He was born in Allen, Okla., and _
moved from Flomot to Floydadain 1989. *
He married Hattie Turner on August 15,
1931, in Hollis, Okla. He was a retired
farmer and a member of Flomot United
Methodist Church.

Survivors include his wife; a daugh-
ter, Frances Hambright of Floydada; a
brother, Ewel of Kress; and two grand-
children.

Nephews served as pallbearers.

Lee Harris

Funeral services for Lee Harris, 88, of
Matador were held at 2:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 22, 1991 at the First Baptist
Church in Matador. Officiating was
Tommy Wilson. Interment was in East
Mound Cemetery at Matador, under the
direction of Seigler Funeral Home of
Matador.

Mr. Harris died at 11:30 a.m. Satur-
day, May 18, at Crosbyton Hospital in
Crosbyton.

Lee O. Harris, was born May 4, 1903
at Pittsburg, Texas. He had been a resi-
dent of Motley County since 1925, and
had resided at the Crosbyton Nursing
Home since August 1990. Mr. Harris
wasaretired farm worker. He had worked

,as custodian for Stanley Hospital for a

number of years, and later worked for the

Green Thumb program.

Mr. Harris was a member of the

Macedonia Baptist Church of Matador
and served as a Deacon.
He was married to the former Oressie

Cummings in 1927 at Matador. Mrs. |

Harris died August 9, 1990.
Mr. Harris is survived by two sons,

Charles and Lorenzo Harris, both of |
Lubbock; three daughters, Algaree Jones |
of Matador, Estelle James of San Anto- |
nio, and Shirley Hughes of Denver, Colo- |/
rado; two brothers, Claude Harris of |
Dallas and Alphonoso Harris of Ft. |

Wayne, Indiana; 25 grandchildren; 33

great-grandchildren and four great-great- )

grandchildren.

Joe William Pickens

Funeral services for Joe William Pick-
ens, 76, were held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
May 18 at the First United Methodist
Church in Spur. Rev. John Dorn and Rev.
Genoa Goad, pastor of the First Baptist
Church, officated. Burial was in Spur
Memorial Cemetery.

Mr. Pickens died Thursday, May 16,
1991 at Crosbyton Clinic Hospital after a
lengthy illness. He was born June 26,
1914 in Cundiff, Texas. He wasaresident
of Dickens County most of his life. He
was aretired farmer and rancher. He was
a member of the Dickens County Sher-
iff's Posse and Polo Club.

He married Maxine Thomas on Octo-

ber 16, 1950 in Clovis, N.M.
He was a Methodist.

Survivorsinclude his wife; fourdaugh- *

ters, Pat Laster of Amarillo, Sandy
Duboise of Lubbock, Sue Collins of
Gardendale, Kansas and Barbara Parks

of Roaring Springs; two brothers,
Durwood Pickens of Girard and Warren
Pickens of Canadian; four sisters, Evelyn
Farquharson of La Habra, CA, Ruby

PP B

Moore of Ft. Worth, Ann Tow of Amar- '

illo, and Jane Cowan of Gardendale,

Texas; eleven grandchildrenand six great-
grandchildren.
Nephews were pallbearers.

Pete Barron Jr.

Rosary for Pete Barron Jr., 52, of
Alvin was recited at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 15, in Lemmons Chapel. Mass
was celebrated at 10 a.m. Thursday, May
16 in Sacred Heart Catholic Church with
the Rev. Eugene Driscole, pastor, offici-

Barron died Sunday, May 12, 1991 in
Alvin Community Hospital after a brief
illness.

He was born in Matador and grew up
in Roaring Springs and in Plainview,
where he attended high school. He worked
for Brown Supply Co. and Pioneer Gas in

Entertains
The Centennial Celebration began for
Motley County Arts and Crafts Club,
when Karla Leslie and Mike Roulf were
welcomed Monday morning at Bazaar
Headquarters at Matador Auto Company,
where the club displays their arts and
crafts and the Antique Kitchen.
KarlaLeslie and Mike Roulf are News
reporters for television Channel 11 at
Lubbock. They came to make pictures
and view preparations for the Celebraton
for the county's one hundredth birthday,
May 25.

Members were present to welcome
the noted and popular guests. Light re-
freshments were served to them and the

Plainview. He played for the Plainview %

Coltsand coachedLiitle League inPlain-
vIEW.
In1975and 1976 he coached thePlain-

view all stars in the state tournament. In .
1979, he moved to Alvin and worked for |
%+ the Chocolate ,

Survivors include his wife; a daugh-
ter, Cynthia Martinez of Alvin; two sons,
Ted of Plainview and Paul Anthony of

&

Alvin; four brothers, Randolph of Lub- -
bock, Nick and Ray, both of Plainview, *
and Alex of San Angelo; and a sister, *
Margie Barron of Snyder.

Arts & Crafts Club

TV Crew

welcoming committee.

After a short tour of the display, the «

guests returned to Lubbock.

Agiftof Centennial notes, withcounty '
historical scenes was presented to Karla

Leslie.

Committee members present were
Marisue Potts, Bundy and Lucretia

Campbell and John V. Stevens.

Booths, cards, tickets foraquiltareall +

still on sale.

Members present were Lorene Lan-
caster, Leola McKelvey, Geraldine Key,
Rhea Lawrence, Bonnie Edmondson,
Elsie Thacker and Winifred Darsey.

Automotive Parts
Welding Supplies
Hamby

NEW HOURS:
7 am. - 6 p.m,

Stop by for a free cup of fresh

Matador Motor

& Implement, Inc.
""Your Complete Parts Dealer"

And many, many more items to meet
your every need.

Batteries
Cole Planter
Sweeps

coffee on your wayto the field!
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§ ‘““Wul it’s great that yore cows all had twin
. calves but how come the coyotes got all yore
neighbors?”’ _

This Featuré‘ Sbof;sod 12
First State Bank

Matador

Your "Hometown" Bank Member FDIC

Mr. Farmer.......

It's time to start thinking about your Feriilizer
and Chemical needs for the coming year. See us for
prices on:

Fertilizer - (Dry or liquid) — Chemicals
‘We also do custom application.
CHECK OUR PRICES BEFORE YOU BUY!

LAWRENCE FARM STORE

Roaring Springs, Texas 806-348-7271

Germania Insurance
Homeownerﬁ, Auto, Personal and Farm
Liability and Life

Lee' s Insurance Agency

Flomot, TX 79234
RE T

Roaring Springs, Texas

(806) 469-5370

CALL
.2 Berm. Ash Bd D n Roring Sprrgs 806-348-7531
9.2 Bdrm. Stucco Dwg. In Mata
10.4 Bdrm. Binyi Siding| M in M.uau
11. 2 Bdrm. Stucco Dwg.'In Matador
12. 3 Bdrin., 2 Bath, Ff. Dwg., Roarfng Springs *

133 Bdrm, 1 Bath Fr. D, Roarlg Sprins

1428 Fr. Dwg, Roaring Springs

u. znm.l h&,mld.hwp, luﬂngsmnp
‘Springs -

Night 348-7510
or Night
348-7284
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First Assembly of God Church

REV. ERNIE BROWN
Roaring Springs, Texas

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
(I Cor. 15:57)
Church - 11:00 a.m., Sunday School - 10:00 a.m., Sunday Night - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
e o Missionettes for girls Royal Rangers for boys o
.......................I..‘O.......Q....

First Assembly of God Church

Rev. Roy Eason, Pastor

eececesoso0000 e
o000 00O0OOGCOOROOOODS

Matador, Texas 347-2771
SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10:00 A.M. ~ CHURCH - 11:00 A.M.
'SUNDAY NIGHT - 6:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 P.M.
PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY

Therefore with foy shall ye draw water out of the wells of Salvation.

First United Methodist Church
Rev. Mary Helen Cross

Matador and Roaring Springs
Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. and Church, 11:00 a.m. in Matador
Church services at 9:30 a.m. in Roaring Springs

""Let us go into the house of the Lord"

‘............l..C.......l‘......'..'..

God Bless You!

...‘........'.I..'I...'.'..............

2 car garage. All electric with Heat Pump.
Fully carpeted. 1725 Eubank. Call 347-
2359 after 5:00 p.m.

ctfn

FOR SALE: 28005q. ft.,4 bedroom, 13/
4 bath, house on 2 acres in Matador.
Fireplace, parlor stove, central heat/air.
Call Ron Richards, 512-847-2763 or

FOR SALE: Country lamp, (antique
spool with stenciled shade, three way
light). 347-2400 or 348-7940 after 6:00
p.m.

DARLING KITTENS needing a good
home. Very lovable and house broken.
Call Barbara, 347-2774.

FOR SALE: 1977 Dodge Colt. New |

Paint. Fuel Efficient. 348-7516.
1tc-19

Gerald Pipkin, 347-2747.
o . ((_Help Wanted )
z 2

\_ Work Speclalltles .

CESSPOOL PUMPING: 348- 7516
1tc-9

PLUMBING AND PAINTING: Ben-

A7} nieMeredith, Roaring Springs, 348-7932.

1tp-21

MARSHALL ELECTRIC & SUP-
| PLY: Electrical work, cable and phone
outletsand tree-trimming. Available full-
time, Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:30

[, p.m. Call 347-2820 or 347-2455 after
\ ' 5:30 p.m.

~u. ctfn

WELDING, SANDBLASTING &
PAINTING for all types of Farm and
Ranch equipment. JAYTON FEED &
SEED, Ross Hudson, 806-237-3604.

ctfn

ALL TYPES OF EXHAUST WORK

DON'S MUFFLER SHOP
210 W. Calif.
Floydada, Texas 983-2273

ctfn
¥ 666668680668 83
Shaklee Products

Peggy Probasco
983-5246

£8 6666608668868 &g

»
)
|
|}
M
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(C FOUND )

FOUND: Set of car keys found in street

in front of Jesse Rameriz home. Has "F"

onkeychain. Identify keys and pay forad
- at the Tribune office.

" ctfn

| |

Delight yourself in the Lord
and he will give you the desires
of your heart.

Psalms 37:1

WE ARE NOW HIRING and training
nurses aides for the Memphis Conveles-
cent Center. All shifts available. 1415N.
18th St., Memphis, Texas or call 806-
259-3566.

4tc-22

KUWAIT, SAUDI WORKERS
NEEDED: $35.00 & up per hour. Tax
Free. Both skilled & unskilled. For info.
Call 615-779-5505, Ext. K-641.

41p-21

GET PAID for taking easy snapshots!
No experience. $900.00 per 100. Call 1-
900-230-3636 ($0.99/min) or Write:
PASE - P874, 161 S. Lincolnway, N.
Aurora, IL 60542.

4tp-24

( Speciatities D)

_NOW AVAILABLE AT MATADOR
MOTOR AND IMPLEMENT: Profes-
sional Windshield Installers are at Mata-
dor Motor & Implementevery two weeks.
Guaranteed not to leak. Call 347-2422.

FOR SALE: Used Maytag washers and -
dryers, rebuilt and guaranteed.
THACKER SUPPLY, 348-7216.

ctin

ADD INSULATION to your home to-
ddy and cut cooling and heating costs.
Fireproof - guaranteed. Serving your area
32 years. MARR INSULATION CO.
Shane Jones, Rep., 806-347-2820 0r 347-
2215 after 6:00 p.m.

4tc-23

ROARING SPRINGS
RANCH CLUB

A family recreational club.

Camping Swimming, Golf,

Fishing, Hiking. Only 300

memberships left at $795.
Call (806) 348-7292 or write
to Box 153, Roaring Springs,

TX 79256

* Finance Rate as low as 1.9

Oden Chevrolet Olds

NEW CHEVROLET 1/2 TON

FULL SIZE PICKUP
POWER/AIR
$10,581.00

* Factory rebate as much as $2,500.00 on selected vehicles

interest on selected vehicles.

J

221 South Main Floydada .
983-3787
k o
@ For we are God's
JOE'S workmanship, created in
AUTOMOTIVE Christ Jesus to do good works,
All types of which God prepared in advance
Automotive & Pickup Repair for us to do.
Broadway & FM 684 : 5
Roaring Sybifige % Ephesians 2:10
806-348-7278 - home m%ﬁaumimmfm
806-348-7243 - ask for Joe |

L2 2.8 2 ¢ ¢ ¢

ALL NIGHT
GRADUATION
PARTY THIS FRIDAY

The First Annual All-Night "Project
Graduation” Party will be held this Fri-
day night for all high school students.

Prizestobe given away areasfollows:

SR.PRIZES ONLY: Color T.V., with

, remote; VCR; Dorm Refrigerator; Micro-
wave.

| ' PRIZES FOR FRESHMAN-SEN-
IORS: all kinds of gift certificates; Walk-
man; stuffed rabbits; food gift certifi-
cates; gascertificates; $50 Savings Bond;
Michael Jordan Basketball and pump;
Giftcertificates for tanning sessions; Mall
Money and many, many other prizes!

Senior Prizes will be given away at
6:00 a.m.
A R P

CENTENNIAL BOOTHS
AVAILABLE

The Arts & Crafts club is organizing
and making available to any interested
persons or businesses booths for the en-
tire day of May 25. For reservations and
information, please contactJoyce Archer,
P.O. Box 542, Matador, Texas 79244 or
call her at 806-347-2764.

ROARING SPRINGS CLUB
ACCEPTING DONATIONS
FOR CHANCE ON QUILT

The Roaring Springs Parks and Rec-
reation Club is now accepting donations
for a chance to win a handmade quilt,
which will be given away June 15 at the
Roaring Springs Homecoming.

For a'$1.00 donation you will receive
one chance to win or fora $5.00 donation
you will receive 6 chances.

Contact any member of the Roaring
Springs Parks and Recreation club to
make a donation.

‘You need not be present to win.

ROARING SPRINGS TO HOST
SCHOOL REUNION

Roaring Springs will host a school
reunion for all Roaring Springs students,
_teachers and anyone ever associated with
Roaring Springs ISD, Saturday, June 15,
beginning at 10:00 a.m. For more infor-
mation contact Nona Winegar Long, Rt.
1,Box 42, Roaring Springs, Texas 79256
or Lou Vaughn Bennett, Box 16, Roaring
Springs, Texas 79256.

R.S. PARKS AND RECREATION
CLUB TO SPONSOR CLEAN-UP
DAY, JUNE 1

Residents are asked to clean up trash,
mow, trim, etc. their property. If for some
reason a person cannot clean up their
property, please contact Frances Walters
at City Hall, 348-7231 to be placed on a
list of persons needing assistance with
clean up.

Resxdents are asked to place all large
items of trash, limbs, etc., at the front of
their property so that trash trucks can
come by and pick up the trash on June 1.
If you are setting small trash out for
pickup, please be sure that it is placed
securely in a trash bag.

RUG CROCHET CLASS

Anyone interested in a crocheted rug
classplease call 347-2851 after 5:00 p.m.
There must be at least 12 people to have
the class. The class will cost $25.00,
which includes rug material, needle and
instructions. There will be an instructor
for the class! Please call before May 28th.

MOTLEY COUNTY DEPUTY
PHONE NUMBER

New Motley County Deputy, Ron
Jeffries, is now on duty. He lives in
Roaring Springs and his phone number is
348-7959.

( ANNOUNCEMENTS ’f
(o)
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Real Estate )) (( For Sale ]D ( o S C B ot o1l HCeing ))
HOUSEFOR SALE: 3 bedroom, 1 bath, \S — )

MATADOR GARDEN CLUB
TO HAVE BOOTH
AT CENTENNIAL

Tickets to be sold on the wheelbarrow
that the Matador Garden Club will give
away Saturday at the Centennial Cele-
bration, will be sold for $1.00 each or six
r $5.00. The tickets may be purchased
at the club's booth. They will also have
plants for sale.

Anexhibitof antique friendship quilts
will be on display at the jail, Saturday
during the Centennial Celebration. The
blocks bear the names of many pioneer
mothers, teachers and friends.

Flomot Baptist Church To Have
A Jacob's Well at Centennial

The First Baptist Church of Flomot
will offer free ice water and a chance to
rest your weary feetat JACOB'S WELL,
located in the former office of Gary
Lancaster, across driveway from the Post
Office building at the Motley County
Centennial, Saturday, May 25.

Each community in the county has
been invited to have a display of pictures,
"Then and Now" from church, school
and community. Come through to have
photograph made in old time costume.

Step in and enjoy our rocking chairs,
<Lus water and pick up a free book mark
and tract.

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
TO HAVE CENTENNIAL BOOTH

The Matador Cemetery Association is
going to have a booth during the Centen-

- nial Celebration for donations to the

Cemetery Association. Volunteers are
needed to be atthe booth. Volunteers will
be asked to be at thebooth for a two hour
shift. If you will help, please call Mrs.
L.B. Campbell at 347-2477.

Memorial Day Service

A Memorial Day Service will be held
Monday, May 27, 1991 at 7:30 a.m. in
front of the American Legion building in
Matador.

All Veterans and everyone is wel-
come to attend the Flag raising cere-
mony.

CAMP WANNA READ
SUMMER READING PROGRAM

CAMP WANNA-READ, the Sum-
merReading Program at the Library, will
begin Tuesday, June 4 at 10:00 a.m. for
ages two through kindergarten. The pro-
gram for grades 1-6 will begin Thursday,
June 6, at 10:00 a.m.

CHEERLEADERS
SELLING TOP-O-TEXAS ADS

The 1991-92 Varsity Cheerleadersare
working hard to earn money for their
uniforms. If you have not yet been con-
tacted and would like to buy an ad in the
Top-O-Texas or make a donation, con-
tact TonyaHoyle, 347-2839 or the school,
347-2676 and ask for Shauna Monroe.
Thank you for your support!!

Matador
V&S
Variety

Wishes Bou &
Tappy

Centennial

Don't forget your
graduate!
Lots of gifts
$3.00 & under

We also have
gift certificates!

Box 317

COWBOY BOOT & SHOE SHOP

Boots made to order!

Matador, TX 79244

Red Wing Boots

806-347-2218

D.L. DAMRON

(806) 823-2520
823-2131
Matador - 347-2334

Sharon Sutton Pigy

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Will be in Matador every Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
in the Motley County Courthouse
(Also available for Private Practice during this time)

415 Main Street
P.O. Box 651
Silverton, Texas 79257 i
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