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CHAPTER V
Alan Pall sirode . throtigh the
night, avolding the roadway

and never loaking back, He eraused
an open siretch of parched yellow
“dobay" and eame to the corrals 4t
the back of Seth'a place, With an
eany 1Ift of his Mthe body he yault-
ed over the top pola and whistled
moltly. An eager nicker fveloomed
him and A moment Iater a black
mare glid out of the gloom. She
wnn anddled and her bridle reine
dragged on the ground, S8tan eaught
up the reins and leaped inté the
snddie,

road but through, the hills without
trall or morker jexcept the etars,

“ “The course he took awany from|
Seth's hotel was not by the main|io explain but her evident distress

through with., Can't you ba pa-
tlent "
“1 was lrylng my best 1o help

vou" Dudley sulked,
Dona could stand the strain no
longer. With a 1little  ery nhe

whirled and fled toward the hotel,
Bhe wiumbled blindly down the
rond and ran pp the slepd of the
aneclént hostelry, . Beh 1Doby rode
from n plokety ohair to greet her
but she only waved a hand and
hurried to her room. -
The old hotel keeper sat down
agnin. He was troubled and had
wn‘ﬁql long past his bedtime to
hn a word with her. He was
afraid he had been abrupt when he
had refused to help her. He waited

prevented hifh from ealling- her
feom her room. Knocking out the

ht. He pul the mare to n brlok
ee and pushed on to wnrd?w

rough. mountalns, s tall @rm

, yEtemed a part of the horse as they
EWUng along, Stan Ball was In A
hard mobd and he kept hiv lips
grimly closed.

Back In Seth Doby's garden three
people were standing ln a pateh of
white light. Dudley wous talking

.\Elgerly.
“You ean't back out now, D!"ahe

"Elning palely. In the white moon-

P

dhes from his old briar pipe, he
wentl Inslde and shuffled to his!
room. |

Dona thraw open the one narrow
window that lighted and ventilated
her room, 8he sat down beside it
and gazed Into the night. She hod

|

(6 keap It down for a wesk

mﬂ!h .on the
Mﬂ!m

“‘p uwusmmd
But he took her adviea and

topped off wlth a second oup of
hinck coffes,

"A woek? Dona smiled archily.
forget Dad.”

“Oh, wa'll settle that today," Du
ley assured her. He had made 1
hin mind to handle Asper Delo
he had to rope Wim and stuff Him
Into the rumble dent.

“In that coce we'll ho back In |
i couple of days."

"You forget that we have agresd

eyes snd ler own werp wlalv and
deep and told no secrets.

Dudley npplied himuelf to hias cof-
fee. “Why do folks on ranchoes
where there are thousands of cows

he gazed upon the black liguid In
hig cup.

"Ranchers néver keep milk cows,”
Dona explained sweetly.

In the lobby Seth Doby met them |

no need to light one of the smoky

|l mps thaf stood on the litile stand

beslde the bed. She wanted 'nl

think and the mellow light of the

moon aided her and soo.hed her.
After an hour of watching the|

pleaded. "I have Rev, I.lmn here
to perform the ceremony.’
T just can't do It;

wailwl. 8he wag’ meiux
AT
Almnnn— tlmn has

_Him held Her hack.

al

[T

davira tn  anue

The lady has the say.”
bheld out a crisp bill
Dudley pushed the

Sam Denn

money back

| uuy
"Here's yor five buclhs, mnng-r |turn,

Dud’, sDopad Binck .4 come nut pr e I ght
= =n4 kissed her.
éim.. P .m‘lnh...-.: it ..Im: to decide etow

reowreivis Turdlay, TVe- ﬂ"w cow
* might ride on and nDevar
thinking~ she was' marrik”’
but he would always be a very
warm= memory. Somehow she I-M‘
thut he would appear again. Sev-

nd, faced Dona agaln, “"We have
Al alréady made out the marringe cer-|of trying to meet him and ask him |
’ tificate and sigried it and you mre{to help her with her father, If he|
‘ really married except for saying the [showed \imself af * 'lhm"“ﬁmi
1 ceremony,’ Dudley was desperate. |she™ resolved to tell him her|
He held out a folded paper toward|troubles.
" her, 2 Across the hall ghe heargd the
o | d Mechanically Dona took I!.‘Q "It |deof of Dudley’'s room scrape-shut,
L'y Just would not be right, feeling as|She felt sorry for him because shel’
f, kﬂor she @fFrsisted felt that he really lgwed her. Tl
\ What happened while T was|she spentranother half hour wonder
y gone?" Dudley demanded with suds|'og if it was so %ad'to marry a man
den suspicign, you did not love if*he were good
| "thmp I just got to think-{and would be true.
- ing." The girl mmed back a little| Finally she lay down on the bed
l as she ﬁpnhe' and closed her eyes® Afler an hour
"This {8 o'mess" “l‘md!u 8 voice 'during which she tossed and turned
h sounded ns lhnugh he wanted to she fell asleep without undressing.
swear, |
1 “T'll keep the certifieate Dud, and
if we have fo use it I'll promis A
Reverend Dean that 1] ‘__“n‘:p I)nc: The next morfiing Dona appeared
and itat Bl marry SuE! | Dobk for breakfast looking fresh and
. graspeil eagerly ot the. avenus of allractive but with a defiant Mght
escape, ! u: her clyor:. She had made l&bdeiii-
sion and she meant to stand by It
o de?:":::?:l :jrilg ::l[)rlr ”N) h&” Kicked The set of her mouth indieated that

: “In that case I'll keep lhe five and "“mfr Delo was dn Jor a2 S

/ shovedllong,’ Sam Dean grunted o!ﬁa\liln. \

: and walked awny. udley greg\ed her with a grin.

- - He bad madé a decision himself

et ity o iself.

Donalenet o g]nﬁ-:_'c attet (e "Sleep soundly, princess?" e haled

treating form of the old  man. he.’: Batly, T

. Then she faced Dudley., “I'm so Ba ok bad of doyrnyein hnlghl
sorry, Dud, but I just couldn't xo A

il AN bt M b b e DS ~*"| They went into breakrrwt and

) e nothing was said about the affair

! of the night before Dudley ate all

I . WOODWARD the eggs and bacon he could hold

' and and would have hiad more if Dona
l' COF‘F‘EE hsul\_ nm} ?tog:pu{l htlm. s

i . "You have to break {n by degrees

J | d Duyd. This high air and the sun
q' ,4”0!“!‘!{’)’8-‘;[ L1 give 3.01 n uqiﬂc ppetlie b-;_t you
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HOMER HOOPEE

LOOK. THATS WHERE I @F
SUED WHEN T FLEW

"You are mire of yourself but you

tipon a honeymoon infhe cow coun- helghts, They reared 'p a Ete:p
try,” Dudley smiled assuredly, hill and JDona  halted the car, Be-
"We did—-Iir—!"  Donn met his low them spread two villeys, "n"l

used canned milk!” he grumbled s |

S T e B
soon nx  the boys
Pﬂnﬂ." he lﬂ. X > B
muhlnc
apoLe but dismissed It an a quirk
of the wenterner; n type new to him
They loaded their bags on the
back of the roadster, filled the tank
with gas and swung off up the road
which bhad now becam: little belter
un o trall,
'he miles slld by and mneither
poke, Dudley was waiching the |
sharp curves and the boltomless|
canyons that dropped sheer helow!
the door of the ear on his side, He l
|wai not aecustomed to stch & nar-
row road or one that skhiried such

on each slde. Doma waved a gll.wurll
n--ml to the right.

| “Threas Rivers," she
then pointed Iu the left,
River country.

“What nosight!" Dudley b¥esthed
‘amazed at the size and rugpedness
|of the wilderness spreading before
Hthem.

"Timber down there,” Dona polint-
ol toward 'I}nfL Rivers, "And ent-
the down !huii she nodded to uurI]

r-xpluinmi.!
“Blind |

warmly., HMe noted at onca lhal - 'Illml River,
Dona had made a dectsion Hmt| How do they get dlong to-|
satisfied her and decided to wait ther?" Dudley asked, more 1u|

until she approached him again be. | Kecp hr'r red Hps in motion than for | that twe
It was plain n mn_l;my informution he expected to get, |I1rr'm1 thartly heéfore the explosion.

fore he apoke.

‘munt Inter that she had tak=n him |
at his word and would not ask him evident!
shadows In the )"Irll lengthen ﬁhpl for hp]l\ She stepped up o “'u‘ nhll Aarter and the roads llt sWuUng into
|realized that she was glad .‘!tanlly register ond lald a $10 bill ot
vushed the money | angled away to the

- Delo’'s folks never pay

Solh T~k

thoard here, “I'-n Jenn,” %
siaiey Atasied toimibeh Lad Dae=
folded , the _pi oy
Mom Wanidbag
the west and Iis mles, of
tality., If Seth
buffed her the  night before
it was she knew she
offend the old ecowmnn
peines A= wongy onhim

it

“Ride up our way and mnp En‘
| while Dad and I

are there/

smiled,

— e

She knew [(he Taw of
hospl-
Doby had not re-
she
eral times she grasped at the idea would not have offered to pay. As
would only
ghe |

‘»he

Seth l:m.xed at !:er calmly for a

That
gtepped en

seems Lo he
the|

i Iu_', don't!
Llann

oacsdime teadd
left towasd
Juilml River and D&na ntoed that |
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